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TO  THE  LOVING  MEMORY 
OF 

MY  PARENTS  AND  ONLY  SISTER 
THIS  FAMILY  HISTORY 
IS  AFFECTIONATELY 
DEDICATED 


RICHARD  JOHNSON  AYRES,  JR. 
ELIZABETH  HACK  (DAWSON)  AYRES 
SARAH  BAYNE  (AYRES)  S  H  E  P  P  AR  D- EASTER 


PREFACE 


HIS  genealogy  of  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth  Hack 
Dawson,  his  wife,  the  parents  of  the  author,  with  their  ancestors  and 
descendants,  has  been  in  course  of  compilation  for  over  forty  years. 
Many  interruptions,  because  of  serving  as  an  officer  in  many  patriotic 
organizations  of  America,  have  prolonged  the  completion  of  this  book. 

There  are  many  women  who  complain  of  loneliness  and  nothing 
to  occupy  their  time.  It  is  mostly  those  married  to  great  men,  who  not 
only  are  involved  in  carrying  on  their  business  affairs,  but  such  suc¬ 
cessful  men  are  generally  sought  after  to  head  organizations  of  grow¬ 
ing  towns.  Here  is  where  I  advise  every  woman  who  is  so  situated  to  seek  a  hobby.  This 
publication  was  mine. 

In  writing  the  manuscripts  of  these  families,  it  was  found  advisable  to  adhere  strictly 
tp  the  direct  lines,  with  the  exception  of  those  personally  known,  and  not  to  try  to  carry  out 
the  collateral  ones,  because  of  an  experience  while  State  Registrar  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution,  when  one  line  had  been  omitted  in  a  published  family  genealogy, 
and  due  to  the  omission  eligibility  had  been  denied  that  branch.  Later  pressure  was  brought 
to  bear,  the  error  was  corrected,  and  the  true  line  of  descent  proven. 

Over  these  long  years,  the  compiler  has  been  co-worker  with  the  best  professional 
genealogists  in  this  country  and  abroad.  Particularly  among  these  in  the  beginning  were 
Mrs.  Hester  Dorsey  Richardson;  Mrs.  Francis  H.  Marked;  Mrs.  Edward  Y.  Eltonhead; 
Mr.  Stratton  Nottingham;  and  Mrs.  Milnor  Ljungstedt.  In  European  researches  Mr.  Charles 
Arthur  Hoppin  aided  very  materially  in  proving  the  work  which  had  been  done  in  America, 
and  extending  some  of  the  lines  in  Europe.  He  belonged  to  a  Syndicate  composed  of  twenty 
genealogists  of  London  and  America,  and  became  a  friend  of  the  compiler  when  they  were 
on  the  Committee  of  the  rebuilding  of  “Wakefield,”  the  birthplace  of  George  Washington 
in  Westmoreland  Coutny,  Va.  Appreciation  is  extended  also  to  Dr.  Friedrich  Wecken  of 
Oetzsch-Leipsiz,  Germany;  Mr.  E.  Dwelly,  F.S.A.  Scot.,  F.  S.  G.;  Mr.  Bower  Marsh,  B.  A.; 
and  Mr.  Reginald  M.  Glencross,  all  of  England;  and  to  the  College  of  Arms,  London, 
Mr.  Anthony  R.  Wagner,  Richmond  Herald;  Mr.  A.  T.  Butler,  Portcullis  and  Windsor 
Herald;  Sir  Gerald  W.  Wollaston,  Knt.,  Garter;  Arthur  W.  S.  Cochrane,  Esq.,  Clarenceux; 
and  Algar  H.  S.  Howard,  Esq.,  Norroy— the  last  four  in  connection  with  my  submitted  Ayres- 
Drake  line,  which  was  proven,  separately,  by  nine  genealogists  ot  the  College  of  Arms, 

I  which  granted  a  Coat  of  Arms,  not  to  me,  but  to  my  husband  and  his  descendants  of  me, 
according  to  the  established  English  form. 

I  also  appreciate  the  courtesies  and  helpful  assistance  extended  to  me  by  the  clerks  of 
the  many  courts  and  their  deputies;  by  Mr.  Thomas  Y.  Cooper,  Harvard  A.  B.,  and  retired 
city  editor  of  The  Evening  Sun,  Hanover,  Pa.;  and  by  my  ever  reliable  confidential  secretai  ies, 
Hazel  Henry  Crook  (Mrs.  Boyd)  and  Emma  Little  McLaughlin  (Mrs  Jack). 

Also  my  absence  from  home  on  research  trips  was  made  possible  by  then  having  a  very 
reliable  colored  butler,  James  Forsett,  other  dependable  household  help,  and  my  chauffeurs, 
Oliver  Forsythe  and  John  Kohr,  all  of  whom  lived  with  us  for  twenty— twenty-five  years. 

I  am  indebted  to  The  American  Historical  Company,  Inc.  and  The  Lewis  Historical 
Publishing  Company  of  New  York  City  for  the  grand  finale  of  the  whole. 

Henrietta  Dawson  (Ayres)  Sheppard 
(Mrs.  Harper  Donelson) 
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A  TRIBUTE  TO  THE  COMPILER  FROM  A  FRIEND 


HE  following  tribute  is  paid  by  Margaret  Overman  Gregory,  who  spent 
most  of  her  life  in  the  distinguished  government  circles  of  North 
Carolina  and  Washington,  D.  C.  Her  father,  the  Hon.  Lee  Slater 
Overman,  served  for  30  years  in  the  North  Carolina  Senate  and  in  the 
United  States  Senate  for  six  terms.  She  married  the  kinsman  of  Har¬ 
per  Donelson  Sheppard,  the  Hon.  Edwin  Clarke  Gregory,  who  also 
served  as  State  Senator  of  North  Carolina  for  eight  years,  until  he 
retired  because  of  his  health. 

“One  of  the  useful  and  grateful  privileges  of  historians  and 
biographers  is  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  each  new  generation  those  illustrious  person¬ 
ages  who  have  made  indelible  impressions  upon  their  contemporary  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances. 

“To  me  has  been  accorded  a  crowning  honor,  that  of  paying  my  tribute  to  a  great 
American  lady,  Henrietta  Dawson  (Ayres)  Sheppard,  (Mrs.  Harper  Donelson).  I  appreciate 
the  privilege  of  expressing  my  admiration  for  my  beloved  friend,  and  to  commemorate  her 
distinguished  service,  and  to  enumerate  some  of  her  virtues  and  graces  which  immortalize  her 
in  the  hearts  and  memories  of  those  who  know  and  love  her. 

“As  we  turn  back  the  pages  of  history  one  reads  the  chronicle  of  Colonial  and  Revolu¬ 
tionary  heroines  whose  one  deed  made  them  famous,  but  Mrs.  Sheppard’s  life  seems  to  pass 
in  a  perfect  crescendo  of  notable  achievements,  good  deeds  and  brilliant  service.  The  records 
of  her  manifold  accomplishments  proclaim  her  to  be  one  of  America’s  great  women. 

“Tracing  her  ancestry  through  generations  of  forebears  who  were  distinguished  for 
official,  military  and  religious  service,  her  heritage  inspires  her  with  a  patriotism  which  is 
more  than  tradition;  it  proves  a  challenge  to  patriotic,  Christian  devotion  to  her  state,  her 
Church,  her  native  land,  and  an  incentive  to  carry  into  her  manifold  activities  the  spirit  of 
the  motto  which  is  the  keynote  of  her  life,  “Noblesse  Oblige.”  She  possesses  an  inner  sanctuary 
which  is  the  abiding  place  of  high  ideals,  lofty  purposes,  noble  impulses.  Hers  is  a  radiant 
personality,  so  out  of  the  ordinary,  that  she  always  holds  a  place  distinctively  her  own. 
Her  distinguished  gracious  presence,  her  infinite  tact  and  charm  cause  her  to  radiate 
happiness  and  kindliness. 

“I  have  seen  her  in  official  and  diplomatic  life  in  Washington,  when  men  and  women 
of  eminence  paid  deference  to  her  as  to  a  queen.  She  is  superbly  democratic  and  her  days 
are  filled  with  golden-hearted  deeds  for  others,  and  out  of  her  abundance,  she  seeks  to  make 
those  whose  lives  lie  along  shadowed  paths  to  see  sunlight,  and  by  its  light  find  peace  and  joy. 

“She  is  an  enthusiast  in  all  she  undertakes  and  the  fields  of  her  activities  are  as  broad 
as  her  undertakings  magnificent,  her  successes  brilliant.  The  National  Society  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  recognizing  her  surpassing  ability  and  outstanding  qualifications, 
elected  and  appointed  her  to  many  high  offices,  as  also  did  the  National  Society  Daughters 
of  Colonial  Wars,  and  other  eminent  organizations,  to  which  she  belongs.  Therefore,  with 
experience,  executive  ability,  rare  poise,  capable  and  forceful,  with  versatility  which  high 
education  and  her  legacy  of  patrician  ancestry  stabilizes,  with  unswerving  loyalty  to  her 
country  and  to  the  highest  ideals  of  society,  with  a  faith  in  Cod  which  quickens  her  love  for 
people— all  these  ineffable  qualities  describe  our  beloved  Mrs.  Sheppard,  and  make  it  possible 


; 


A  TRIBUTE 


for  me  to  prove  to  you  why  she  is  one  of  her  state’s  and  her  country’s  precious  assets.  All  that 
she  has  achieved  cannot  be  restricted  to  visible,  tangible  results  of  a  passing  day,  because 
what  she  has  done  and  what  she  is,  contains  germs  of  greater  things  whose  influence  is  felt  in 
ever  broadening  circles  real  and  enduring.  She  quickens  in  one’s  heart  a  deeper  appreciation 
of  fineness  and  true  worth,  for  hers  is  indeed  one  of  those  gifted  sotds  whose  life  recalls  to  us 
some  of  the  rarer  more  beautiful  potentialities  of  consecrated  womanhood. 

“Religion  with  her  as  with  all  genuine  souls  is  not  to  be  theorized  or  speculated  over, 
but  it  is  a  way  of  life,  life  to  be  lived,  life  of  the  spirit,  radiating  helpfulness  and  happiness 
and  endeavoring  to  lighten  the  burdens  of  others. 

“In  her  beautiful  elegant  home  she  dispenses  royal  hospitality.  She  believes  that  home 
is  the  palladium,’  the  key  to  the  arch  of  all  that  is  sacred  in  life  and  destiny.  ‘Her  children 
rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.’ 

“In  a  word  she  seeks  to  live  by  faith,  amidst  modern  conditions,  the  strong,  the  wise, 
the  divine  eternal  life  of  Him  who  walked  in  Galilee.  This  I  say  is  the  conception  of 
spirituality  which  is  the  foundation  of  Mrs.  Sheppard’s  character.  How  well  she  realizes  her 
ideals,  our  hearts  and  the  hearts  of  her  loved  ones  bear  eloquent  testimony. 

“As  for  me,  I  quote  what  St.  Paul  said,  ‘I  thank  God  for  every  remembrance  of  her 
always  in  every  prayer  of  mine  for  her  making  request  with  joy.’  ” 

Margaret  Overman  Gregory. 

February  18,  1956. 
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Henrietta  Dawson  (Ayres)  Sheppard  (Mrs.  Harper  Donelson),  Hanover,  Pennsylvania, 
was  a  member  of  the  following  Patriotic  and  Historical  Societies,  and  held  offices  as  desig¬ 
nated: 

National  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  Gettysburg  Chapter, 
Gettysburg,  Pa.,  joined  Dec.  20,  192 1—  ancestors—  1st  Lieut.  William  Bayne  and  Patriot 
Nicholas  Dawson  of  Md.;  substituted  for  the  Regent  for  four  years  at  the  Continental  Con¬ 
gresses;  Regent  of  Gettysburg  Chapter  1927-1930;  April,  1927,  was  commissioned  by  the  State 
Regent,  Mrs.  N.  Howland  Brown,  to  establish  the  Col.  Richard  McAllister  Chapter  of  Han¬ 
over,  Pa.,  which  was  organized  Nov.  10,  1927;  State  Registrar  1929-1932;  State  Chairman  of 
Genealogical  Research  1929-1932, ‘State  Regent  1935-1938;  Founder  of  the  State  Officers’ Club, 
which  was  organized  during  her  regime  as  State  Regent  by  State  Director,  Mrs.  Robert  L. 
Motter  of  York;  Honorary  State  Regent  for  Life;  Vice  President  General  1938-1941;  Mem¬ 
ber  National  Historical  Magazine  Committee  1938-1941;  Member  of  National  Finance 
Committee  1941-1944;  Member  of  President  General’s  Reception  Room  Committee,  1943 
Congress;  Honorary  Vice  President  General,  elected  in  1943  for  Life;  Special  Adviser,  Na¬ 
tional  Committee  for  Erection  of  Memorial  Bell  Tower  at  Valley  Forge  1944-1950.  She  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Regents’  Club  of  Central  Penna.;  the  State  Officers’  Club;  National  Of¬ 
ficers’  Club,  of  which  she  was  Director  of  the  Eastern  District  1948-1951;  the  Odds  and  Ends 
Club;  and  the  Vice  Presidents  General  Club. 

The  National  Society  United  States  Daughters  of  Eighteen  Hundred  and  Twelve,  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  Robert  Fulton  Chapter,  Lancaster— ancestors— Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  and 
Nicholas  Dawson  of  Md.;  Chapter  President  1926-1930;  State  Corresponding  Secretary 
1926-1929;  State  President  1929-1933;  appointed  to  represent  the  National  Society  at  the 
opening  of  the  Door  of  Unity,  St.  Andrew’s  Cathedral,  Plymouth,  England,  May  30,  1930; 
one  of  the  Committee  who  attended  the  presentation  for  adoption  of  the  Star  Spangled  Ban¬ 
ner  as  the  National  Anthem,  which  Congress  passed  March  3,  1931;  Honorary  State  Presi¬ 
dent  for  Life;  Chaplain  National  1934-1937,  when  at  St.  Thomas’  Episcopal  Church,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  under  the  Venerable  Rev.  C.  Ernest  Smith,  B.A.,  D.D.,  D.C.L.,  with  their 
regular  choir,  was  held  the  Annual  Memorial  Services  for  the  Associate  Councils,  for  her  en¬ 
tire  term.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the  Association  of  State  Presidents  and  Charter  Mem¬ 
bers;  the  State  Officers’  Society;  and  the  Officers’  National  Club. 

Organizer  and  first  State  President  of  the  society,  Daughters  of  Colonial  Wars  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Inc.,  1933-1936;  ancestor— Capt.  Edmund  Scarborough;  Honorary  State  President 
for  Life;  First  National  Vice  President  1938-1941;  Charter  Member,  National  Officers’  Club; 
transferred  to  the  Maryland  Society  1948. 

The  Order  of  the  Three  Crusades— Life  Member— ancestor  William  de  Percy— First 
Crusade  1096. 

The  National  Society  Daughters  of  the  Barons  of  Runnemede,  and  member  of  their 
Order  of  Distinction  Committee  (Knights  of  the  Garter  and  Knights  of  the  Bath);  Life 
Member— ancestors— Saher  de  Quincy,  John  de  Lacie,  Gilbert  de  Clare,  Richard  de  Clare, 
Hugh  Bigod,  Roger  Bigod,  Robert  Fitz  Walter  and  Robert  de  Vere. 

The  Order  of  the  Crown  in  America— Life  Member. 
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The  National  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Life  Member— ancestor— Gov.  William  Stone  of  Maryland. 

The  Southern  Maryland  Society  of  Colonial  Dames— ancestor— Gov.  William  Stone 
of  Maryland;  in  1933  was  appointed  to  represent  the  Society  in  England  for  the  Tercente¬ 
nary  Celebration  of  the  Expedition  of  the  Ark  and  Dove ,  which  sailed  from  Cowes,  Eng¬ 
land,  22  Nov.,  1633  and  landed  in  Maryland  on  March  25,  1634. 

The  National  Society  Magna  Charta  Dames— Life  Member. 

Colonial  Order  of  the  Crown— Life  Member. 

The  Society  of  Descendants  of  Knights  of  the  Most  Noble  Order  of  the  Garter— Life 
Member. 

The  Society  of  the  Friends  of  St.  George’s,  with  which  is  amalgamated  The  Association 
of  the  Descendants  of  the  Knights  of  the  Garter,  of  the  Cloisters,  Windsor  Castle,  London, 
England— Life  Member. 

The  Plantagenet  Society— Life  Member. 

Order  of  First  Families  of  Virginia  1607-1620— Life  Member— ancestors— Lieut.  Fran¬ 
cis  Mason,  Alice  Mason,  Col.  Edmund  Scarburg,  Hannah  Scarburg,  Adam  Thoroughgood, 
Robert  Offley  and  Anthony  West;  appointed  Penna.  State  Burgess  Jan.  1,  1945  for  three 
years,  and  again  in  1948  for  three  years,  but  declined  re-appointment  after  that  term  of  of¬ 
fice  was  completed. 

District  of  Columbia  Chapter  of  the  National  Society,  Daughters  of  Founders  and  Pa¬ 
triots  of  America— Life  Member— ancestor— Nicholas1  Dawson,  of  Maryland. 

District  of  Columbia  Society,  Daughters  of  the  American  Colonists— Life  Member— an¬ 
cestor— Major  General  John  Custis  of  “Arlington”. 

Founders  Chapter,  National  Society  Colonial  Daughters  of  the  Seventeenth  Century, 
New  York,  and  transferred  to  the  Pennsylvania  Chapter,  January,  1953— ancestor— Capt. 
Edmund  Scarborough. 

Huguenot  Society  of  Pennsylvania— Life  Member  and  Past  Member  of  the  Executive 
Board— ancestor— Caspar  Varlet. 

The  Huguenot  Society  of  the  Founders  of  Manakin  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia— Penn¬ 
sylvania  Branch. 

The  Greensville  Chapter,  Virginia  Division  of  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confeder- 
acy— Life  Member— ancestor— Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr. 

Star  Spangled  Banner  Flag  House  Association,  Baltimore,  Md.— Life  Member. 

Valley  Forge  Park  Commission  Board,  Valley  Forge,  Pa.,  Oct.  3,  1935- January,  1939. 

American  Legion  Auxiliary,  Harold  H.  Bair  Post  No.  14,  Hanover,  Pa.,  Chairman  of 
Homecoming  Entertainment,  World  War  I  Soldiers. 

Bethel  Auxiliary,  Knights  Templar,  Bethel  Commandery  No.  98,  Hanover,  Pa.— Char¬ 
ter  Member. 

The  National  American  Red  Cross— Life  Member.  Founder  and  Chairman  of  the  Jun¬ 
ior  Red  Cross  in  Hanover  during  World  War  I,  awarded  a  medal  and  Certificate  of  Merit, 
as  well  as  Life  Membership  in  the  Hanover  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 

Fort  Necessity  Memorial  Association. 

The  Wakefield  National  Memorial  Association— Life  Member.  Pennsylvania  State 
Chairman  for  the  Rebuilding  of  Wakefield,  the  accomplishment  of  Mrs.  Harry  Lee  Rust, 
Sr.,  General  Chairman  and  her  Committee.  In  1932,  Chairman  of  Hanover’s  George  Washing¬ 
ton  Bi-Centennial  Celebration. 

The  Citizens’  Guild  of  Washington’s  Boyhood  Home,  Fredericksburg,  Va.— Honorary 
Member. 

National  Mary  Washington  Memorial  Association. 


,  1 


ry  *vj  ^ 


THE  COMPILER 


The  Donegal  Society  of  Pennsylvania— associated  with  The  Donegal  Presbyterian 
Church,  Donegal  Springs,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.— Life  Member. 

The  Garden  Club  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia. 

The  American  Historical  Society,  Inc.,  New  York  City— member  of  the  Advisory  Board. 
The  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania— Life  Member. 

The  Genealogical  Society  of  Pennsylvania— Life  Member. 

The  Society  of  Genealogists,  London,  England. 

The  Virginia  Historical  Society. 

The  Maryland  Historical  Society. 

Historical  Society  of  York  County,  Pa.— member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  almost  17 
years,  and  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  January,  1955,  was  chosen  Trustee  Emeritus.  In  June 
1958,  became  Life  Member. 

The  Valley  Forge  Historical  Society,  Valley  Forge,  Pa.— Director  and  Life  Member. 
The  National  Genealogical  Society— Corresponding  Member. 

The  Institute  of  American  Genealogy— Life  Fellow. 

Republican  Women  of  Pennsylvania,  Inc. 

Women’s  Republican  Club  of  Hanover,  Pa. 

Library  Guild  of  Hanover,  Pa. 

General  Alumnae  Association  of  the  Moravian  Seminary  and  College  for  Women— Life 
Member. 


Henrietta  Dawson  (Ayres)  Sheppard  was  educated  in  public  and  private  schools,  includ¬ 
ing  an  extensive  musical  course,  in  Baltimore,  Md.  As  a  young  girl  she  attended  the  old 
Messiah  Episcopal  Church,  Baltimore,  where  she  was  awarded,  about  the  age  of  twelve,  a 
gold  medal  for  achievement  in  memorizing  the  General  Lesson  of  the  Day,  Collects  of  the 
Day  and  Year,  Lord’s  Prayer,  Ten  Commandments,  Nicene  Creed,  four  Chapters  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  for  the  year,  and  maintained  perfect  attendance  and  punctuality  at  classes.  Moving  from 
this  locality,  she  was  confirmed  in  St.  George’s  Episcopal  Church,  Baltimore,  on  the  24th 
March,  1889,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  William  Paret  of  Maryland,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gibson,  Rec¬ 
tor.  Later,  her  family  attended  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church,  Baltimore,  where  she  was  a 
member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  King.  After  settling  in  Hanover,  Pa.,  she  attended  St.  John’s 
Episcopal  Church,  York,  for  about  fifty-six  years,  was  elected  to  the  Vestry  on  April  18, 
1933,  and  in  January,  1943,  was  elected  as  a  Life  Member  of  the  Vestry.  After  All  Saints  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  had  been  established  in  Hanover,  she  transferred  to  that  Church  on  August  27, 
1957.  Mrs.  Sheppard  departed  this  life,  after  a  long  and  active  career,  on  June  6,  1960. 
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Ayre  —  Ayres  —  Eyres  —  Aires  —  Airs  —  Ayer  —  Ayers  —  Eyre  —  Eyers  —  Eires. 

“Arms:  —  Argent,  on  a  Chevron  sable,  three  quatrefoils  or.” 

“Crest:  —  A  leg  erect  in  Armour  per  pale,  argent  and  sable,  couped  at  the  thigh  gules,  knee¬ 
cap  and  spur,  or.” 

“Motto:  —  Laeto  aere  florent.” 


[Ref:  Visitation  of  London,  in  Harleian  Society  Publications,  Vol.  I.  p.  261.  Burke:  Encyclo¬ 
paedia  of  Heraldry.  Arms  in  possession  of  the  Family]. 

[Ref:  Sir  Richard  Colt-Hoare’s,  The  Modern  History  of  Wiltshire,  V,  First  Field  Hundred, 

PP-  51-54]- 

/ 

“The  Eyers  came  into  England  with  William  the  Norman.  Their  lands  at  Battle,  arose 
from  a  gift.  The  first  of  the  family  was  named  ‘True-Love’,  but  at  the  Battle  of  Hastings, 
October  14,  1066,  Duke  William  was  flung  from  his  horse  and  his  helmet  beaten  into  his 
face,  which  True-Love  saw,  pulled  off,  and  ‘horsed’  him  again.  The  Duke  told  him,  ‘Thou 
shalt  hereafter  from  True-Love  be  called  ‘Air’  (Eyre),  because  thou  hast  given  me  the  air 
I  breathe.’  After  the  battle,  the  Duke  inquired  respecting  him,  and  found  him  sorely  wounded, 
his  leg  and  thigh  ‘Struck-off.’  He  ordered  that  utmost  care  be  taken  of  him.  On  his  recovery, 
he  gave  him  lands  in  County  Derby,  in  reward  for  his  services  and  the  leg  and  thigh  in  Armor, 
cut  off  for  his  Crest;  an  honorary  badge,  yet  worn  by  all  the  Eyers  in  England.”  (Page  55) 
“Same  Crest,  by  Derbyshire  and  Wiltshire  families.” 

[Ref:  Five  Colonial  Families,  Appendix  xix]. 


“Duke  William  told  him:  ‘Thou  shalt  hereafter  instead  of  Trulove  be  called  Eyre 
(or  Air)  because  thou  hast  given  me  the  air  I  breathe.’  He  gave  him  land  in  Derby,  a  coat  of 
arms,  ‘Laeto  aere  florent,’  which  was  used  by  all  the  families.” 

“The  name  and  its  synonyms  Ayres,  Ayer,  Ayre,  Eyer,  Eyre,  Eyres  is  not  uncommon. 
It  is  found  dating  back  to  the  11th  Century.  The  legend  concerning  its  origin  is  found  in 
Throp’s  Catalogue  of  Deeds  of  Baute  Abbey.” 

[Ref:  The  Original  Lists  of  Persons  of  Quality  by  John  Camden  Hotten]. 

Ships  by  the  name  of  “Truelove,”  plied  between  London  and  Virginia  in  the  years 
1622  to  1635. 

Several  generations  have  intervened  between  the  first  Norman  Eyre  (Ayre)  and  the 
Eyres  of  the  Wiltshire  Pedigree,  generally  accepted  as  the  origin  of  this  American  family: 

[Ref:  Visitation  of  London,  Vol.  I,  p.  261.  Visitation  of  Hertfordshire,  1572-1634,  p.  163, 
Miscellanea  Genealogica  et  Heraldica ,  Vol.  3,  5th  Series,  pp.  65-70]. 


Gen.  I 


Eyres 


=  Eyres  of  Wiltsheir  = 
[Truelove].  | 


Henry  Eyres  of  Abington  in  com.  Berksh. 


=  Joane,  dau.  of 
A 


Drinkwater  of  Bladen. 


Gen.  II 
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Gen.  Ill 


Gen.  IV 


Gen.  V 


AYRES 


Lettice,  bapt.  Aug.  1570,  dau.  of  Francis 
Scroggs  (son  of  Thomas,  d.  1538)  of  Pat- 
merhall  in  the  parish  of  Albury  in  com. 
Hertford,  will  pvd.  Nov.  1585  (P.C.C. 
Brudenell,  48)  and  his  2nd  wife  Dionise 
Snell,  who  were  mar.  at  Albury  12  Nov. 
15(15.  In  her  will  pvd.  9  Jan.  1620-21 
(Archd.  of  Hunts  (Hitchin)  Reg.  4  (5), 
fo.  188)  she  speaks  of  “my  dau.  Lettice 
Eyre  [s]  and  her  son  Henry  Eyre  [s] ;  my 
son-in-law  Henry  Eyre  [s].” 


Henry  Eyres  [Ayre],  = 
sonne  and  heire, 
[Ware  Co.  Hertford 
—  will  pvd  3  Dec. 
1645  — P.C.C.  Lon¬ 
don,  Register  Riv¬ 
ers,  152]. 

=  Isabell  [d.  1649] 
dau.  of  Richard 
Newton  of  Little 
Munden  in  com. 
Hertford.  [She  mar. 
2nd,  Robert  Fitz- 
williams]. 

Lettice  Eyres  wife 
to  Peter  Snowe  of 
London. 

Elizabeth  Eyres 
wife  to  Richard 
Cock  of  Little  Mun¬ 
den.  Issue:  Henry 
and  Richard  Cock. 

1 

Henry  Eyres.  [Will 
21  Nov.  1661, P.C.C. 
London,  Register 
May,  168,  mentions 
wife  Elizabeth,  dau. 
Elizabeth]. 

1 

Edmond  Eyres. 

1 

Richard  Eyres. 

1 

Francis  Eyres. 

John  Eyres  [b.  abt.  1632  =  [(2)  Mary  Hill  b.  1646—  Lettice  Eyres, 

—was  youngest  son— went  dau.  of  Capt.  Richard 

on  1st  voyage  to  Va.  by  Hill  of  Accomack  Co., 


Mar.  1651-2,  mar.  (1)  Va.  and  Mary  (Drake) 

Joan  .  He  died  Hill]. 

before  1702].  See  Hill-I>rake  Line. 


Henry  Eyres  [Ayres]  of  London  1634.  = 
[Will  pvd.  9  Apr.  1656— P.C.C. ,  London, 
Register  Ruthen,  122]. 


The  names  on  the  chart  were  repeated  by  the  first  Ayres  —  Eyres  family  in  Virginia, 
which  names  were  submitted  in  toto  to  the  great  genealogist,  Mr.  Bower  Marsh,  of  London, 
by  the  compiler,  asking  if,  in  his  opinion,  they  were  the  same  family  as  that  of  Wiltshire  in 
the  Visitation  of  London.  He  promptly  replied  that  “they  were  the  same  people,  no  such 
accident  could  ever  have  happened  that  two  families  would  follow  the  same  given  names,” 
and  by  his  definite  opinion  it  was  so  formed.  He  sent  the  following  wills  as  proving  the 
English-American  connection,  which  was  sanctioned  by  Mr.  Charles  A.  Hoppin. 

In  another  incident,  the  compiler  had  asked  her  father  the  same  question.  He  replied, 
“There  was  a  tradition  in  the  family  that  no  outside  names  were  ever  given  to  the  children 
other  than  those  of  the  family.” 

[Ref:  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  London,  England,  Register  Ruthen,  122]. 

“Will  of  Henry  Ayres  dated  20  Jan.  1656,  pewterer  of  London.” 

“To  my  grandchild  Henry  Ayres  my  house  &  lands  8c  appurtenances  thereto  belonging 
in  or  near  Ware,  Co.  Herts,  to  him  8c  his  lawful  heirs  for  ever.” 

“To  my  grandson  Edmund  Ayres  all  my  lands  in  or  near  Mundin,  Co.  Hertford,  to 
him  8c  his  lawful  heirs  for  ever.” 
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“In  default  of  said  lawful  issue  to  said  Henry  8c  Edmund,  then  to  use  of  my  grand¬ 
children,  Richard  Heires,  ffrancis  Ayres,  and  John  Ayres  successively  one  after  another  as 
they  shall  be  in  seniority  of  birth,  8c  to  the  lawful  heirs  of  their  respective  bodies— for  want 
of  such  issue  to  the  right  heirs  of  me  Henry  Ayres  for  ever.’’ 

“To  my  said  grandchildren  all  monies  due  to  me  on  bonds  or  other  specialities  to  be 
equally  divided  between  them.” 

"Residue  of  my  estate  to  my  said  grandson  Henry  Ayres  whom  I  appoint  sole  exor.” 

“X  mark  of  Henry  Ayres.” 

“Witnesses  John  Smith,  Elizabeth  Rhett,  the  mark  x  of  Elizabeth  Michell.” 

“Proved  at  London  9  April  1656  on  the  oath  of  Henry  Ayres  grandson  8c  Sole  exor  of  defunct.” 

[Ref:  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  London,  England— Register  Rivers,  152]. 

“Will  of  Henry  Ayre  of  Ware,  co.  of  Hertford,  maultster  (?).” 

“To  be  decently  interred”  [no  place  mentioned.] 

“To  my  son  Henry  Ayre  £400.” 

“To  my  wife  Isabel  £300.” 

“The  leave  of  my  house,  shopps  8c  malthouses  equally  between  my  wife  and  my  son 
Henry  to  drive  the  trade  of  malting  together  to  bring  up  my  children.” 

“To  my  son  Edmond  Ayre  £300  at  21.” 

“To  my  daughter  Lettice  £300  at  marriage  or  at  21.” 

“To  my  son  Richard  £200  at  21.” 

“To  my  son  Francis  £200  at  21.” 

“To  my  son  John  £200  at  21.” 

“To  my  pastour  Mr  Isaac  Craven  £5.” 

“To  John  Gretton  50  shillings.” 

“To  my  kinswoman  Margerie  Adams  at  marriage.” 

“To  my  servants  Francis  Bilby,  Abraham  &  Edward  Abbot  20  shillings  each.” 

“To  my  maids  Mercy  Blewct  (?)  8c  June  Kimpton  20  shillings  each.” 

“To  my  boy  Richard  Doegood  20  shillings.” 

“To  my  servant  Wm  Whitnall  £3  to  buy  a  cloak.” 

“To  my  brother  Hunt  8:  my  sister  Hunt  20  shillings  each  to  buy  rings.” 

“To  my  brother  8c  Sister  Adams  20  shillings  each  to  buy  rings.” 

“To  my  brother  8c  Sister  [-in-law]  Newton  20  shillings  each  to  buy  rings.” 

“To  my  cousin  Hugh  Barcroft  30  shillings.” 

“To  my  coozin  John  Bignall  8c  his  wife  20  shillings  each  to  buy  rings.” 

“If  any  of  my  children  die  before  they  receive  above  legacies  their  portion  so  dying  to 
be  divided  among  survivors.  If  my  estate  fall  short  of  amount  bequeathed,  these  legacies  to 
be  equally  reduced  accordingly.” 

“Sole  executrix  my  wife  Isabel  Ayre  8c  my  father  Henrie  Ayre  8c  Mr  John  Clarke  of 
Ashwell,  overseers,  to  each  of  which  I  bequeath  £5.” 

“Signed  8c  Sealed  Henrie  Ayre  in  the  presence  of  John  Bignell,  John  Gretton 
13  Oct.  1645.” 

“Probate  to  Isabella  Ayre  als  Fitzwilliams  extrix  named  in  will.” 

[Ref:  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  London,  England— Register  May,  168].  Abstract: 

“Will  of  Henry  Ayres,  19  July  1661,  13  Car.  II.  of  St.  Buttolph  without  B’psgate  London, 
gent.” 

“If  I  die  in  London,  to  be  buried  in  parish  church  of  St.  Alban’s,  London,  near  my  late 
grandfather  Mr.  Henry  Ayres  decd.  without  any  funeral  pomp,  but  decently.” 

“All  my  goods  8c  chattels  to  be  valued  8c  inventaried.  When  that  is  done  one  half  shall  be 
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to  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Ayres  to  be  paid  her  at  2 1  or  day  of  marriage  whichever  first  happen, 
the  same  in  the  meantime  to  remain  in  my  wife  Elizabeth’s  hand  if  she  so  long  continue  a 
widow.  If  she  marry,  she  is  immediately  to  give  my  exors,  security  by  good  persons  beside 
herself  for  due  payment  of  the  money.” 

“The  other  half  to  my  said  wife.” 

“To  my  daughter  Elizabeth  her  heirs  &  assigns  for  ever  my  cottage  tenement  now  in 
possession  of  William  Browne  situate  in  Ware  to  her  &  her  heirs  for  ever.” 

“I  make  my  brother-in-law  John  Hilliard  of  Ware,  Maltster,  8c  Phillipp  Jennett  of 
London,  brewer,  exors. 

“Signed  &  sealed. 

“Henry  Ayres.” 

“Witnesses:  Alicia  Parnell  testie,  sig  Elizabeth  Bannister,  Ore.  Kinge,  . ” 

“Probate  granted  in  London  21  Nov.  1661.” 

[Brother  of  Edmond,  Richard,  Francis,  John  and  Lettice  Ayres]. 


John  Ayres*,  Master  Mariner,  of  Rappahannock  and  Accomack 
Counties,  Virginia,  1651-1701,  and  His  Kinsmen 

This  surname  was  written  in  the  early  public  records  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of 
Virginia,  the  same  as  in  records  in  England,  as  Ayres,  Aires,  Airs,  Ayre,  Ayers,  Eyre,  Eyers, 
Eires,  Eyres.  Such  instances  are  found  relating  to  members  of  the  particular  family,  or  group 
of  emigrants,  now  under  observation  and  apart  from  other  persons  appearing  of  record  in 
Virginia,  under  similar  forms  of  the  surname,  who  are  not  identified  in  that  Colony  with 
the  specific  family,  or  group  of  emigrants,  hereinafter  elucidated. 

Many  Ayres  (Eyres),  also  Trueloves,  came  to  Virginia,  and  were  listed  in  the  Virginia 
Council,  as  early  as  1621.  Some  returned  to  England,  as  found  in  “Abstract  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Virginia  Company  of  London  1619-1624,”  by  Conway  Robinson,  edited  by  R.  A. 
Brock,  Volume  I. 

John  Ayres,  Mr.  William  Ayres,  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres,  Richard  Ayres,  and  Mr.  Francis 
Ayres,  (to  use  this  form  of  their  surname  when  not  quoting  from  an  original  record),  came 
from  England  between  1651  and  1657  to  that  part  of  Virginia  along  or  between  the  Rappa¬ 
hannock  and  Potomac  Rivers.  They  came  at  times  nearly  approximate  to  each  other’s  arrival. 
Two,  if  not  also  three,  of  them  seem  to  have  first  arrived  in  the  same  year.  The  exact  dates 
when  each  gentleman  first  set  foot  upon  Virginian  soil  are  not  now  quite  determinable. 
That  each  gentleman  stepped  from  a  sailing  vessel,  or  its  row-boat,  on  to  the  shore  and  was 
not  born  in  America  is  certain.  We  do  have  the  records  of  the  dates  on  which  the  headl  ights 
of  these  adventurers  from  England  were  converted  by  others,  to  whom  those  rights  had  been 
sold  between  1651  and  July  16,  1657,  into  grants  of  land  at  times  of  varying  lengths  between 
those  years  following  the  arrivals  of  the  five  emigrants.  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  and  Richard  Ayres 
both  appear  as  having  arrived  at  about  the  same  time,  and  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  first  appears  of 
record  in  the  same  region  in  the  same  year.  The  headrights  of  these  three  gentlemen  were 
each  converted  into  land  on  the  same  day,  those  of  Edmond  and  Richard  being  so  converted 
by  the  same  purchaser,  while  that  of  Francis  was  acquired  by  another  buyer,  which  same 
buyer  converted  into  land  the  headright  on  a  John  Ayres  on  the  same  day  that  he  received 
land  for  the  headright  of  the  same  Francis.  Thus  the  headrights  of  these  four  close  kinsmen 
were  all  converted  into  land  on  that  same  July  15,  1657. 


*  Otherwise  “Ayre,”  “Eyres,”  “Eyers,”  “Aiers,”  “Aires,”  “Eires”;  we  use  the  form  of  his  surname  most  frequently  of 
Virginian  record. 
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All  five  of  these  Ayres  were  young  men  apparently  unmarried  at  the  times  of  their  first 
arrival  in  America.  After  landing,  John  Ayres  was  the  first  to  be  mentioned  in  the  public 
records.  He  was  the  only  one  of  the  five  who  in  March  1651-2  was  found  to  be  present  ashore 
in  Virginia  where  he  could  be  found  and,  so,  called  upon  by  county  officers  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  government  of  England  as  then  represented  by  the  Lord  Protector, 
Oliver  Cromwell,  and  the  Parliament.  Mr.  William  Ayres  became  recorded  as  a  headright 
eight  months  later  than  that  first  Virginian  record  of  John.  The  headrights  that  Edmond, 
Richard  and  Francis  sold  became  converted  as  aforesaid,  each  one  on  the  same  day,  July  15, 
1 657— Edmond  and  Richard’s  by  the  same  purchaser,  that  of  Francis  by  another  buyer. 
That  was  three  and  four  years,  respectively,  after  the  first  record  in  Virginia  of  John  Ayres 
who  became  a  Master  Mariner,  and  of  Mr.  William  Ayres.  John  Ayres,  being  a  mariner, 
made  several  entries  into  Virginia,  the  headright  for  one  of  the  entries  being  converted  into 
land  on  that  same  July  15,  1657,  and  by  the  same  purchaser  thereof  who  bought  the  head- 
right  of  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  at  a  time  quite  similar.  [Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book  No.  4, 
page  n 7]. 

We  do  not  assume  that  those  facts  of  record  actually  mean  that  Edmond,  Richard  and 
Francis  Ayres  all  came  to  Virginia  in  the  same  ship  at  the  same  time,  the  name  of  the  vessel  or 
vessels  being  unknown.  We  do  find  that  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  was  the  only  man  of  his  name 
arriving  in  Virginia  whose  headright  became  of  record;  certainly  he  came  at  least  five  months 
before  the  date  of  that  headright’s  conversion  into  land. 

Richard  Ayres  disappears  from  the  records  of  northern  tidewater  Virginia  upon  his 
headright-conversion  date  of  July  15,  1657.  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  also  completely  disappears 
from  all  records  of  that  Rappahannock  and  Potomac  region  of  Virginia  after  that  same 
July  15,  1657.  If  Francis  remained  in  Virginia,  as  other  records  compel  one  to  accept, 
then  he  must  be  the  Francis  Ayres  who,  four  months  and  a  half  earlier,  on  February  28, 

1656,  first  entered  into  a  proposition  to  purchase  land  in  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Virginia, 
from  Nicholas  George,  Sr.,  then  of  Lancaster  County;  and,  so,  must  have  met  Mr.  George 
along  the  Rappahannock  River;  and  he  (Francis)  died  in  Isle  of  Wight  County  in  1676, 
without  issue  and  leaving  a  will  as  hereinafter  presented. 

Richard  Ayres  certainly  in  1657  went  with  or  soon  followed  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  to  Isle  of 
Wight  County.  This  Richard  died  therein  intestate  about  six  years  later,  and  the  probate 
record  of  his  estate  Feb.  18,  1663,  names  the  said  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  of  Isle  of  Wight  County 
as  being  his  brother.  Richard  Ayres  certainly  was  the  man  whose  headright  was  finally 
recorded  by  its  purchaser  with  that  of  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres,  as  we  have  just  shown  on  July  15, 
1657;  and  on  which  date  the  headright  of  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  was  also  so  recorded  by  its  own 
separate  purchaser,  so  recorded  as  converted  into  a  patent  for  land,  the  date  thereof,  July  15, 

1657,  being  four  and  one-half  months  after  the  first  undertaking  to  purchase  that  land  by 
Mr.  Francis  Ayres  from  Nicholas  George,  Sr.,  then  of  Lancaster  County  on  the  Rappahannock 
River.  That  sale  was  completed  on  May  27,  1657,  by  the  formal  acknowledgment  and 
confirmation  thereof  by  Nicholas  George,  and  recorded  in  court  on  May  28,  1657. 
[Lancaster  County,  Va.  Record  Book  No.  2,  1654-1666,  page  123]. 

Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  came  to  Virginia,  and  soon  departed  therefrom;  then  came  again, 
and,  again,  departed;  finally,  returning  for  the  third  time,  he,  thereupon,  remained.  That  is 
to  say,  he  thereafter  is  found  on  October  28,  1657,  as  purchasing  with  ten  headrights  that 
he  had  acquired  from  ten  persons,  whom  he  seems  to  have  brought  into  Virginia,  land  in 
Westmoreland  County.  Of  this  land,  we  do  not  find  a  record  of  his  selling  it;  nor  do  we  find 
any  evidence  of  his  continuous  occupancy  of  it  for  any  definite  length  of  time  following  his 
purchase  of  it. 

John  Ayres,  who  became  a  Master  Mariner,  and  Mr.  William  Ayres,  each  acquired  land 
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for  themselves  before  very  long  after  their  arrival  in  Virginia;  John  took  up  land  in  1  fi55; 
William  in  1665;  both  men  continuing  to  own  land  in  Virginia  for  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  as  did  Mr.  Francis  Ayres.  William  and  John  Ayres’s  lands  were  quite  near  together 
along  the  Rappahannock  River.  Edmond’s  lands,  but  a  few  miles  away  between  the  Rappa¬ 
hannock  and  Potomac,  were  within  about  an  hour’s  distance  from  William’s  by  the  steps  of 
Bucephalus.  John  seems  to  have  bought  and  sold  land  and  houses  in  Westmoreland  near 
Edmond’s  land.  Mr.  William  and  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres,  before  each  owned  land  in  Virginia, 
and  before  their  headrights  were  by  the  purchaser  thereof  turned  into  lands  on  July  15, 
1657,  became  of  record  in  the  matter  of  the  sale  of  some  merchandise  to  a  gentleman  of 
Northampton  County,  Virginia,  the  sale  having  been  made  on  July  28,  1655.  It  was  in  the 
then  Northampton  (later  Accomack)  County  that  John  Ayres,  who  was  a  Master  Mariner, 
had  previously  made  his  first-recorded  appearance  in  America,  and  where,  eventually,  this 
John  Ayres  made  his  American  home  after  completing  the  disposal  in  July,  1G66,  of  his  lands 
and  buildings  along  the  Rappahannock  River.  John’s  professional  vocation,  however, 
remained  always  that  of  a  Master  Mariner,  albeit  he  carried  on  a  home  plantation  ashore 
for  a  short  time  in  Rappahannock  County  and  later  in  Accomack  County  from  about  1666 
to  his  death  in  1701-2. 

Some  further  circumstances,  to  be  cited  hereinafter,  attending  the  aforesaid  William, 
Edmond,  Richard,  Francis  and  John  Ayres  are  considered  as  warranting  the  statement  that 
these  men  were  and  did  know  themselves  to  be  near  kinsmen.  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres’s  three 
separate  and  recorded  arrivals  in  Virginia  suggest  that,  for  a  while,  he,  also,  was  a  transient 
trader,  or  mariner.  It  is  held  to  be  of  importance  that  the  naming,  by  John  Ayres,  the  Master 
Mariner,  of  four  of  his  sons  viz:  Francis,  Richard,  Edmond  and  John,  as  adding  apart  from 
records  in  England,  to  the  value  of  the  certainty  of  kinship  between  the  elder  men  of  the 
same  names;  especially  so  inasmuch  as  none  of  the  four  others  had  male  issue  in  Virginia. 
Might  not  that  deficiency  have  contributed  to  John’s  giving  his  sons  the  same  names  as  those 
of  the  other  said  emigrants?  Another  son  of  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  was  given  the 
Christian  name  of  Henry.  That  was  the  Christian  name  of  both  the  Henry  Ayres,  Senior, 
Gent.,  and  his  eldest  son  and  heir  Henry  ‘Ayre’,  Junior,  Gent.,  in  England,  each  of  whose 
wills  in  England  respectively  1656  and  1645  named  respectively  and  separately  their  grand¬ 
sons  and  sons  of  the  same  Christian  names  in  both  wills  viz:  Henry,  Edmond,  Richard, 
Francis,  and  John.  These  Christian  names  continued  to  be  repeated  among  the  descendants 
in  Virginia  of  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  he  being  the  only  one  of  the  aforesaid  live 
strictly  contemporaneous  Ayres  emigrants  who  had  male  issue  in  Virginia  that  survived  to 
have  male  issue. 

Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  is  not  of  record  as  having  or  leaving  any  issue  in  Westmoreland 
County,  where  he  is  chiefly  and  lastly  of  American  record.  His  name  disappears  from  the 
records  of  that  county  for  thirteen  years  after  his  acquirement  of  land  therein  in  1657. 
Possibly,  he  may  be  the  man  of  that  name  who,  in  one  instance,  in  1670,  is  of  record  among 
the  debtors  to  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person,  as  owing  twenty-five  shillings.  How  old  the 
debt  was  is  not  indicated  nor  whether  it  was  collected.  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres,  the  emigrant, 
does  not  appear  to  have  died  anywhere  in  Virginia  or  Maryland. 

Mr.  William  Ayres,  the  emigrant,  married  late  in  life,  perhaps  for  a  second  time,  though 
we  do  not  know  of  an  earlier  marriage.  He  married  in  Rappahannock  County,  and  died 
therein  in  1705,  childless. 

The  only  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  of  the  generation  of  the  five  aforesaid  Ayres  emigrants  to 
Virginia,  died  therein  in  1676,  also  without  issue.  This  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  who  first  appeared 
in  February  1656  as  undertaking  to  buy  land  of  Nicholas  George  (then  of  Lancaster  County), 
four  and  one-half  months  later  as  having  been,  sometime  previous  to  July  15,  1657,  a  head- 
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right  for  the  Peter  Smith  who  held  much  land  for  speculation  in  Westmoreland  County, 
is  never  after  that  date  of  July  15,  1657,  of  record  in  northern  tidewater  Virginia.  Thus  he 
had  no  connection  with  the  lands  thereby  granted  to  Peter  Smith  or  with  any  land  or  property 
adjacent  thereto.  With  regard,  further,  to  this  Peter  Smith,  we  may  be  permitted,  perhaps, 
to  digress  for  a  few  minutes  to  introduce  at  this  juncture,  as  a  footnote  hereto,  an  examination 
of  the  grant  of  the  patent  to  Peter  Smith  because  two  of  the  headrights  therefor  were  Francis 
Ayres  and  a  John  Ayres.  With  particular  reference  to  this  patent,  it  stands  alone  by  itself,  in  so 
far  as  it  is  inherently  without  evident  relation  to  any  other  land  or  personal  record  of  the  same 
John  Ayres  in  that  remote  region  of  Virginia  where  the  land  was  so  granted  to  Peter  Smith. 
Whether  this  John  Ayres  was  the  same  gentleman  as  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  who  is 
quite  continuously  of  record  every  few  years  in  several  adjoining  counties  of  Virginia  from 
1651  to  1701,  and  who  quite  a  number  of  times  sailed  away  from  Virginia  and,  as  often, 
returned  thereto,  thus  each  time  of  returning  gaining  a  headl  ight  claim  on  himself  which 
he  could  either  sell  or  retain,  may  seem  to  some  students  to  be  a  matter  for  the  consideration 
of  a  moot-court.  Nevertheless,  we  may  be  now  privileged  to  state  the  case,  judicially  and 
impartially,  as  it  is  possible  that  the  record  we  cite  herebelow  in  a  footnote  refers  to  one 
of  the  various  speculations  in  land  entered  upon  by  John  Ayres  the  Master  Mariner,  though 
'the  association  of  the  John  Ayres  in  the  headlight  he  conveyed  to  Peter  Smith  at  the  same 
time  as  the  aforesaid  Francis  Ayres  conveyed  his  own  headright  to  the  same  Smith,  did  not 
involve  this  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  in  any  claim  or  title  to  the  land  granted  to  Smith  or  indicate 
his  interest  in  any  other  land  adjoining  thereto  at  any  time.  It  is  thus  clear  that  Mr.  Francis 
Ayres  never  had  any  interest  in  any  land  in  the  remote  unsettled  region  described  in  the 
footnote  appended.* 

•  On  July  15,  1657,  Peter  Smith  was  granted  a  patent  for  five  hundred  acres  of  land  upon  a  creek  above  Col.  Spcake’s 
land  and  southeasterly  upon  land  called  Gosnell’s  land  for  ten  headrights  which  he  had  previously  accumulated, 
doubtless  by  purchase,  from  the  ten  persons  originally  entitled  thereto.  This  Peter  Smith  was  not  a  master  mariner 
engaged  in  transporting  men  and  women  into  Virginia  from  abroad;  he  acquired  the  headrights  sometime  after  the 
arrivals  of  the  persons  whom  they  represented. 

The  ten  persons  whose  headrights  he  had  acquired  were  Robert  Clerke,  Robert  Holmes,  Mathew  Wardle,  Anne 
Hamond,  Thomas  Dorwood,  Anne  Forty,  John  Ayres,  Francis  Ayres,  Richard  Hardman,  and  Thomas  Webster. 
[Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Iiook  No.  4,  page  117].  Exactly  when  these  ten  persons  named  in  connection  with  these 
particular  transactions  with  Peter  Smith  arrived  in  Virginia  is  not  of  record.  Certainly  some  months  had  intervened 
between  their  arrivals  and  the  date  on  which  Peter  Smith  received  the  grant  of  his  patented  land.  In  the  instance  of 
Francis  Ayres,  the  interval  could  not  have  been  less  than  five  months,  for,  as  has  been  indicated,  he  is  the  only 
Francis  Ayres  of  record  as  having  been  a  headright  in  Virginia  during  the  period  of  the  first  generation  of  the  Ayres 
family  in  general  in  that  colony;  and  if,  after  his  arrival,  he  remained  in  Virginia,  as  seems  unquestionable,  he  must 
have  arrived  before  the  28th  of  February  1656,  for,  on  this  date,  as  we  have  proved,  he  began  to  bargain  for  land  that 
was  in  Isle  of  Wight  County  with  Nicholas  George,  Sr.,  who  then  was  present  in  Lancaster  County,  Virginia.  The  same 
Peter  Smith  to  whom  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  conveyed  his  headright  also  removed  to  near  the  mouth  of  the  James  River 
later  on.  We  are  concerned  chiefly,  at  this  juncture,  with  the  John  Ayres  who  disposed  of  his  headright  to  Peter  Smith, 
as  did  Mr.  Francis  Ayres. 

The  land  granted  Peter  Smith  on  those  ten  headrights  was  “in  Potomeck  freshes”  (meaning  above  the  Narrows 
of  the  Potomac  River)  “northeasterly  upon  a  creek  above  Col.  Speake’s  land  and  Southeasterly  upon  land  called 
Gosnell’s  land.”  John  Gosnell’s  land  was  "five  hundred  acres  in  Potomeck  freshes  above  Doeg’s  Island.”  [Virginia  Land 
Office,  Patent  Hook  No.  4,  page  118  (176)].  The  Narrows  begin  at  Mathias  Point,  now  in  King  George  County,  and 
extend  upstream  nearly  to  where  the  present  boundary  line  between  King  George  and  Stafford  counties  strikes  the 
Potomac  River.  Gosnell  died  before  March  18,  16G2.  Doeg’s  Island  is  farther  upstream  and  beyond  Mount  Vernon. 
Thomas  Molten’s  land  granted  July  15,  1G57,  above  Doeg’s  Island  is  described  as  a  boundary  to  “land  called 
Peeter  Smiths."  [Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Hook  No.  4,  page  119  (177)]. 

That  Robert  Clerke,  also  referred  to  in  this  footnote  as  a  headright  of  Peter  Smith’s,  was  granted  on  the  same 
July  15,  1657,  "200  acres  of  land  upon  a  creek  issuing  out  of  Potomeck  freshes  above  the  narrowes  at  Puscatoway 
which  divides  this  from  a  tract  aperteining  to  John  Wood,  Rob.  Smith  &  John  Ayres;  for  transportation  of  40  persons.” 
[Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Hook  No.  4,  page  174  (259)]-  "Puscatoway”  is  the  large  creek  entering  the  Potomac  above 
and  nearly  opposite  Mount  Vernon.  The  term  in  Clerke’s  patent  that  his  land  adjoined  land  “aperteining  to  John  Wood, 
Rob.  Smith,  and  John  Ayres”  means  that  the  land  so  referred  to  had  been  granted  either  to  these  three  men  or  to 
any  one  or  two  of  them  by  the  date  of  the  grant  to  Clerke.  Actually,  the  land  was  granted  in  the  name  of  John  Wood 
July  15,  1657,  the  same  day  as  the  grant  to  this  Robert  Clerke.  [Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book  No.  4,  pages  1 14  (170); 
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Gen.  V:  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  consecutively  of  record  between  1651  and  his 
death  in  1701-2  as  present  and  officially  recorded  successively  in  the  counties  of  Northampton, 
Lancaster,  Rappahannock,  Westmoreland,  and  Accomack,  Virginia,  is,  by  those  records, 
clearly  distinguishable  from  four  other  men  of  practically  the  same  name,  and  contempo¬ 
raneous,  each  of  whom  (as  listed  herewith),  has  been  investigated  thoroughly,  and  disposed 
of  as  not  being  the  John  Ayres  from  whom  derives,  in  the  eighth  generation,  by  direct 
paternal  descent,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Dawson  (Ayres)  Sheppard  of  Hanover,  Pennsylvania,  as 
rendered  and  submitted  by  the  great  genealogist,  Mr.  Charles  Arthur  Hoppin,  from  leads 
supplied  by  the  compiler. 

(1)  —  John  “Aires,”  who  was  brought  to  the  southern  side  of  the  Piankatank  River, 
Virginia,  by  Bertram  Hobert  in  1642;  visited  Kent  Island  in  Chesapeake  Bay 
soon  afterward,  and  of  final  Maryland  record  in  1649;  died  in  1663  in  Northum¬ 
berland  County,  Virginia,  without  issue.  [Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book 
No.  I,  part  II,  page  827.  Maryland  Land  Office,  Liber  I,  page  171.  Northumber¬ 
land  Order  Book  1652-1665,  page  172]. 

(2)  —  John  “Aires”  imported  into  Virginia  in  1654  by  William  Lea  of  the  Charles 
City  County,  South  side  of  the  James  River;  remained  in  that  region.  [Virginia 
Land  Office,  Patent  Book  No.  5,  page  322]. 

(3)  —  John  “Eyres,”  the  Quaker  son  of  Thomas  “Eires”  and  wife  Susanna  Baker  of 
Northampton  County,  Virginia,  who  married  Jane  Severn  and  later  removed 
to  Maryland.  [Northampton  County  Deeds,  page  212,  17  August,  1664]. 

(4)  —  John  Ayres,  headright  of  Tobias  Horton,  of  Lancaster  County,  16  June  1662. 
[Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book  No.  y,  page  130  (635)]. 

With  explicit  regard  to  the  exact  official  records  of  Mr.  William  Ayres,  Mr.  Edmond 
Ayres,  Richard  Ayres,  and  Mr.  Francis  Ayres,  considered  as  close  kinsmen  of  John  Ayres, 
the  Master  Mariner,  they  may  be  disposed  of  briefly  as  to  their  Virginian  records.  First,  as  to 
Mr.  William  Ayres. 


115  (172);  118  (176)].  There  is  no  record  of  a  grant  of  land  in  the  above  region  to  John  Ayres,  such  as  the  patent  to 
Clerke  refers  to;  thus,  it  is  inferable  that  the  mention  of  his  name  in  Clerke’s  patent  may  mean  that  John  Ayres  held 
some  title  to  some  of  the  headlights  used  by  John  Wood  until  Wood  coidd  pay  for  them.  Nor  is  there  any  patent  to 
Robert  Smith  of  the  land  indicated  as  a  boundary  in  and  to  Robert  Clerke’s  land,  hence  Smith’s  mention  with  Wood 
was  on  another  basis.  The  only  other  reference  to  John  Ayres  is  to  the  same  land  in  a  patent  to  Col.  Richard  I.ee, 
Councillor  of  State  in  Virginia,  viz:  “2000  acres  on  a  creek  in  Poiomeck  freshes,  dividing  this  from  a  tract  of  2000  acres” 
[several  mutilated  words  here]  “John  Wood,  Robert  Smith,  &  John  Eyres;  1000  acres  to  John  Wood  14  Jan.  [mutilated 
words  here]  part  granted  to  Robert  Carfter]  [hole  in  the  paper  here]  July  1657.”  (This  entire  record  is  badly  mutilated.) 
[Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Hook  No.  4,  page  447]. 

It  need  only  be  observed  further  that  at  the  time  of  these  grants  to  Peter  Smith,  Clerke  and  Wood,  the  lands  were 
located  in  that  then  far  northwestern  region  which  not  until  1721  became  the  county  of  King  George,  and  extending 
farther  northward  into  what  in  1664  became  set  olf  from  the  then  northwestern  Westmoreland  extension  as  the  new 
county  of  Stafford.  Moreover,  when  the  grants  were  made,  the  lands  were  in  that  upriver  region  where  the  upper 
inland  limit  or  boundary  of  Westmoreland  County  was  undefined  and  unsurveyed.  Nominally,  to  the  farthermost, 
these  lands  were  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Westmoreland  County  until  1664  and  taxable  as  such,  while  the  tracts  next 
lower  down  the  Potomac  River,  close  to  and  around  the  Narrows  in  what  became  King  George  County,  were  within 
Westmoreland,  along  the  Potomac  River,  until  1721. 

It  is  adjudged  that  John  Ayres  soon  ceased  to  have  any  interest  in  any  lands  in  the  above  region,  there  being  no 
further  record  of  him,  or  of  any  other  person  surnamed  Ayres,  or  Eyres,  relating  to  anything  in  that  region  in  either 
the  Virginia  Land  Office,  the  county  records  of  Westmoreland,  Stafford  (in  which  the  lands  under  examination  were 
located  beginning  in  1664),  and  King  George  at  the  Narrows  of  the  Potomac.  John  Wood  who  lived  in  Westmoreland, 
is  of  record  as  a  frequent  speculator  in  lands.  He  deposed  on  November  20,  1655,  that  he  was  then  aged  thirty-three  years. 
Robert  Smith  died  in  1702.  [Westmoreland  County  Books  1  and  III],  It  is  doubtful  that  John  Ayres  ever  set  foot  on 
these  lands  with  which  his  name  was  at  one  time  speculatively,  secondarily,  and  temporarily  connected. 
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Mr.  William  Ayres 

There  is  nothing  in  either  Virginia  or  England  to  suggest  that  this  gentleman  was  a 
brother  of  the  other  four  emigrants,  Edmond,  Richard,  Francis  and  John.  William’s  kinship 
is  now  considered  as  less  close  than  that  of  the  four  others.  These  other  four  names  are  the 
names  of  the  sons  in  the  will  of  Henry  “Ayre,”  Junior,  Gent,  (also  officially  recorded  as 
Henry  “Eyres,”  Gent.),  dated  in  1645,  and  all  renamed  in  the  will  of  1656  of  the  said  Henry’s 
father,  Henry  “Ayres”  Senior,  Gent.,  who  is,  also  officially  recorded  as  Henry  “Eyres,”  Gent. 
Both  of  these  Henrys  were  gentlemen  in  the  old  English  social  usage  of  that  affix,  men  ot 
substance  and  mercantile  importance  in  London  and  Hertfordshire.  Secondly,  it  should  be 
observed  that  in  the  earliest  record  of  this  Mr.  William  Ayres  he  is  officially  recorded  in 
Virginia  with  the  prefix  “Mr.,”  as  also  was  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres,  the  emigrant,  and  Mr.  Francis 
Ayres,  who  settled  and  died  in  Isle  of  Wight  County.  In  the  time  of  these  gentlemen’s  days 
in  Virginia,  the  term  “Mr.”  was  applied  to  a  gentleman  as  a  mark  of  respect,  a  social  distinction 
which  courtesy  required  to  be  due  to  a  man  as  a  token  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held, 
and  in  recognition  of  the  then-known  identity  and  status  of  his  parents.  This  Mr.  William 
Ayres  had  arrived  in  Virginia  not  long  before  he  conveyed  his  headlight  to  fifty  acres  of 
land  to  the  unmarried  woman  who,  for  several  years,  was  active  in  several  counties  in  the 
buying  of  headrights  as  something  of  a  business.  It  is  evident  that  Mr.  William  Ayres  did 
not  come  to  Virginia  from  England  intending  immediately  to  settle  down  upon  a  mere 
fifty-acre  lot.  The  Patent  Book  No.  3,  page  134,  at  the  Virginia  Land  Office  gives  the  record 
of  his  transfer  of  his  headlight,  of  which  we  quote  the  essential  portion,  his  name  being  at 
the  head  of  the  list  of  thirty-three  persons  whose  headrights  had  been  acquired  by  viz: 

“Mrs.  Mary  Brent,  1644  acres,  Northumberland  County,  17  November,  1653. 
Easterly  upon  Potomeck  River,  Southerly  upon  Quiough  River,*  Westerly  upon 
a  branch  of  same  &  Northerly  upon  Capt.  Giles  Brent;  Mr.  Wm.  Ayres,  [and 
thirty-two  others  including]  Capt.  Brent,  Mrs.  Mary  Brent,  Mrs.  Margaret  Brent, 
Mrs.  Mary  Brent,  wife  to  Capt.  Brent,  Mary  Kendall,  and  Joane  Dennis.” 

Mrs.  (meaning  Mistress)  Margaret  Brent  was  the  name  of  the  sister  of  Lt.  Col. 
William  Brent  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  father  of  Capt.  Giles  Brent.  The  other 
“Mrs.  Mary  Brent”  may  have  been  an  unmarried  daughter  designated  as  “Mrs.,” 
meaning  Mistress,  as  a  mark  of  gentility  and  respect,  such  a  designation  having 
been  the  custom  in  such  social  circumstances  at  that  time. 

Mr.  William  Ayres  was  twenty-five  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  transfer  of  his  head- 
right,  probably  within  a  few  months  after  his  arrival  in  America.  He  does  not  appear  as 
having  had  any  interest  whatever  in  the  land  that  Margaret  Brent  secured  on  the  thirty-three 
headrights.  That  he  was  born  in  the  year  1627  is  revealed  in  his  deposition  of  January  28, 
1655  [-6]: 

[Northampton  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Virginia;  Volume  3,  Deeds  &  Wills, 
folio  98]: 

“Att  a  Court  holden  for  ye  County  of  Northampton  4th  of  April. 

P’sent  Lh  Coll  Edw:  Douglas 

Maior  Wrn  Winters  Capt  Wm  Whittington 

Capt  Jn».  String1-  Mr  Wm  Kendall” 

*  At  the  date  of  this  grant,  Northumberland  County  extended  over  an  unlimited  inland  area,  between  the  Potomac 
and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  ten  times  the  size  of  the  present  county  of  Northumberland;  it  covered  the  present  counties 
of  Lancaster,  Richmond,  Westmoreland,  King  George,  Stafford  and  Prince  William.  "Quiough”  is  Acjuia  Creek  near 
Mount  Vernon  near  where  the  Brents  accumulated  large  tracts  of  land. 
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“The  Depo:  of  Mr  Wm  Ayres  aged  28  yeares  taken  in  Conrt  28  Janury  1655 
sayth  That  hee  sould  unto  Mr.  Wm  Kendall  his  goods  att  Coll  Obedience  Robins 
his  house  there  beinge  Landed  fast  &:  furthr  hee  sth  not. 

Edmond  Ayres 

recorded  28th  of  July  1656. 

Teste  Edm.  Mathews  Cler  Cur.” 

The  original  deposition,  made  on  January  28,  i655-[6],  must  have  been  deposited  with 
the  clerk  of  the  court  pending  its  being  laid  before  the  Justices  of  the  court,  which  was  done 
at  their  session  of  April  4th  following  1656.  It  is  likely  that  Mr.  William  Ayres  and 
Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  delivered  the  merchandise,  as  sworn  to,  shortly  before  they  went  to  the 
courthouse  and  filed  the  deposition.  The  deposition  served  to  prove  their  act  of  sale  and 
delivery  after  they  had  sailed  away,  and,  so,  it  became  a  part  of  some  other  evidence  that 
was  laid  before  the  court  on  April  4th  following  —  possibly  thus  rendering  their  personal 
re-appearance  in  court  on  that  day  unnecessary.  Doubtless  sooner  or  later  after  January  28, 
1655-6,  they  sailed  away.  The  recordation  of  the  filed  paper  of  their  deposition  was  not 
made  until  the  following  July  28,  1656.  Clerks  often  let  work  accumulate.  Then  the  clerk 
of  the  court  recorded  in  abstract  form  only  the  most  vital  part  of  the  document.  Thus  we 
lose  the  full  text.  The  meaning  of  the  record  is  that  Mr.  William  Ayres  and  his  kinsman, 
Mr.  Edmond  Ayres,  arrived  in  a  vessel  at  the  salt-water  landing-place  in  Northampton  County, 
Coll.  Obedience  Robins’  house,  and  put  ashore  there  [Ptheir]  goods  (doubtless  imported 
from  England)  which  goods  Mr.  William  Ayres  then  sold,  or  had  sold,  to  Mr.  William 
Kendall,  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  probably  having  signed  the  original  deposition  as  a  witness 
to  both  the  landing  of  the  goods  and  as  a  witness  to  the  deposition.  That  age  of  twenty-eight 
years  is  approximately  a  guide  to  the  similar  ages  of  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres,  Richard  Ayres, 
Mr.  Francis  Ayres  and  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  each  of  whom  were  exactly  con¬ 
temporary  with  this  Mr.  William  Ayres. 

Mr.  William  Ayres  does  not  appear  to  have  acquired  any  land  of  his  own  along  the 
Rappahannock  River  until  1665,  then  securing  five  hundred  ninety-two  acres  for  bringing 
into  Virginia  twelve  persons  to  inhabit.  His  name  is  not  in  the  poll-tax  list  of  Lancaster 
County  prior  to  the  formation  of  Rappahannock  County  in  1656.  These  facts  suggest  that 
he  may  have  been  engaged  in  maritime  commerce,  making  his  occasional  headquarters  in 
some  harbor  along  the  Rappahannock,  such  as  at  Holmes  Hole  near  Tappahannock. 
John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  had  land  along  the  Rappahannock  River  from  1655. 
William  is  not  of  American  record  as  having  married  and  having  issue  at  this  time,  1665. 
Mr.  William  Ayres  chose  his  land  viz: 

“William  Aires,  Granted  a  patent  27  February,  1665,  592  acres  of  land  in 
Rappahannock  County  upon  the  main  branch  of  Piscataway  Creek  above  the 
land  of  George  Gregory,  for  transportation  of  John  Watson,  Robert  Dry  ton, 
Thomas  Monice,  Henry  Boswell,  Mary  Berry,  Moses  Rabbitt,  Arthur  King, 
James  Jn°son,  John  Berry,  Ruth  Mason,  Mathew  Jennings,  Twice.” 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book  No.  6,  page  48]. 

Piscataway  Creek  enters  the  Rappahannock  River  two  and  one-half  miles  below 
Tappahannock  the  chief  town  and  port  on  the  river  and  the  seat  of  the  local  government 
and  courts,  successively,  of  the  counties  of  Rappahannock  and  Essex.  The  creek  is  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  river  between  Jones’  Point  and  Lowry’s  Point;  from  first  southerly  the 
creek  curls  around  westward  to  pass  behind  (southerly)  Tappahannock,  with  Hodgskin’s 
(now  called  Hoskin’s)  Creek  stretching  between  it  and  the  town,  the  creeks  being  separated 
only  by  about  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  in  their  westward  courses  behind  the  town. 
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Piscataway  creek  was  the  larger  and  navigable  in  its  lower  reach  to  sea-going  vessels. 
The  location  of  the  land  of  Mr.  William  Ayres  seems  to  call  for  a  mention  of  the  fact  that 
the  Gowers  family  was  a  very  near  neighbor  of  Mr.  William  Ayres,  and  the  land  of  John  Ayres, 
the  Master  Mariner,  was  not  very  much  farther  away.  The  latter’s  children  became  the 
principal  heirs  by  will  to  the  estate  of  William  Gowers  who  died  in  1668  in  Accomack  County. 

John  Ayres,  the  young  Master  Mariner’s  first  wife,  Joan,  died  in  Rappahannock  County 
soon  after  the  20th  of  November,  1667,  when  she  ceased  signing  her  name  to  her  waivers  of 
her  rights  of  dower  to  deeds  of  sales  of  land  made  by  her  husband.  [Rappahannock  County, 
Deeds  No.  2,  page  321].  No  issue  by  her  has  been  found.  The  result  of  our  examination  of 
the  Gower  records  of  Lancaster  and  Rappahannock  Counties  is,  that  the  reason  why 
William  Gowers  bequeathed  the  principal  part  of  his  estate  in  1668  to  the  children  of 
John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  was  that  John’s  first  wife,  Joan,  was  a  sister  of  William 
Gowers,  and  born  in  England. 

The  proximity  of  the  lands  of  William  Ayres,  Edmond,  and  John  Ayres  is  of  further 
interest.  William’s  and  John’s  lands  were  within  a  man’s  easy-walking  distance  of  each  other, 
albeit  John  had  acquired  several  tracts  of  land  ten  years  before  William  was  granted  his  own 
five  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres  in  1665.  It  was  five  months  after  William  took  up  that 
land  that  John  sold  the  last  of  his  Rappahannock  lands,  after  having  a  short  time  previously 
decided  to  remove  his  headquarters  to  Accomack  County.  May  not  one  ask  if  there  is  not 
some  degree  of  significance  in  William’s  decision  to  settle  down  on  the  shore  at  the  time 
John  certainly  formed  his  own  intention  soon  to  depart  from  the  lands  and  waters  of  the 
Rappahannock?  Is  it  not  inferable  that  William,  if  not  also  Edmond,  had  been  more  or  less 
engaged  in  maritime  movements  or  commerce  on  or  by  means  of  John’s  vessel,  if  not  on  or 
by  another’s?  In  other  words,  where  was  Mr.  William  Ayres  and  what  was  he  doing  during 
the  years  between  November  1652  and  February  1665,  in  which  period  search  has  so  far 
failed  to  reveal  any  record  of  him  as  living  ashore  in  Tidewater  Virginia?  It  is  of  record  that 
Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  came  into  Virginia  three  times  before  acquiring  land  with  the  headrights 
of  others  whom  he  had  brought  in.  The  aspects  of  the  situation  smack  of  the  salt  water. 

Even  if  unrelated  these  three  gentlemen  scarcely  could  have  avoided,  without  effort, 
meeting  each  other  in  person  at  one  of  the  two  river  landings  adjacent  to  the  sites  of  their 
possessions;  also  to  have  known  there  along  the  river  Francis  Gower  who  lived  from  1654  to 
about  1666  near  Hodgskin’s  Creek  close  to  Mr.  William  Ayres.  Nor  to  an  investigator  does 
it  seem  less  obvious  that  both  Mr.  William  Ayres  and  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  knew 
personally  Mr.  William  Clapham,  Sr.,  and  his  son,  William  Clapham,  Jr.,  both  of  whom, 
as  prominent  citizens,  lived  on  lands  in  Rappahannock  County  for  many  years  after  1646. 
It  was  Sarah,  wife  of  Mr.  William  Clapham,  Sr.,  who  by  will  of  Richard  Ayres  of  Bermondsey, 
Surrey  County,  England,  dated  August  8,  1646,  received  a  legacy  of  £40  when  she  was  in 
Virginia  and  married  to  Mr.  William  Clapham,  Sr.,  whose  land  along  the  Rappahannock 
River  actually  adjoined  the  land  of  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner.  The  will  of  this 
Richard  Ayres  of  Bermondsey,  Surrey,  opposite  London,  England,  does  not  specify  whether 

his  legatee,  Sarah  ( . )  Clapham,  was  his  sister,  daughter,  or  of  other  kinship.  He  was  a 

citizen  and  leather-seller  of  London,  with  a  wife  Alice.  [Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury, 
London,  register  Essex,  46]. 

The  above  Mr.  William  Ayres,  being  the  only  known  gentleman  of  his  name  of  record 
in  the  Rappahannock  River  region  prior  to  1705,  one  is  left  with  the  conception  that  he 
married,  (possibly  secondly)  late  in  life  and  without  previous  issue  in  Virginia,  Ann  Smith, 
a  spinster,  when  he  was  aged  about  sixty-five  years.  Their  marriage-license  bond  to  marry 
was  filed  with  the  county  clerk  of  Rappahannock-Essex  County  on  April  7,  1694.  [Essex 
County,  Order  Book  i6t)2-i6c>^ ,  page  286].  Both  William  and  his  wife  Ann  gave  a  bond  in 
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1698  as  joint  administrators  of  the  estate  of  Ann’s  deceased  sister,  Agatha  Smith.  [Essex 
County,  Book  D,  9-288].  He  is  recorded  as  paying  quit  rent  on  his  land  in  1704  to  the 
Lord  Proprietor  of  the  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia.  He  died  intestate,  early  in  the  winter 
of  1705.  His  relict,  Ann,  filed  her  bond  as  his  administratrix  on  December  1 1,  1705,  and  fded 
an  inventory  and  appraisal  of  his  personal  estate  later  in  the  same  year.  [Essex  County, 
Book  D.  ire.  12- 126  and  133].  Mr.  William  Ayres  does  not  appear  to  have  left  issue  in  Virginia. 
He  was  aged  seventy-seven  years  at  his  death. 

Mr.  Edmond  Ayres 

Observation  of  “Mr.  Edmond  Ayres”  is  no  less  of  interest.  He  first  appears  in  Virginian 
records  on  folio  98  of  Volume  5,  Deeds  ir  Wills,  Northampton  County  Clerk’s  Office  at 
Eastville,  viz:  (Abstract)  as  heretofore  noted:  January  28,  1655,  Mr.  William  Ayres,  “aged 
twenty-eight  years,”  made  a  deposition  concerning  goods  landed  bom  a  vessel  and  sold  to 
“Mr.  William  Kendall.”  “Edmond  Ayres”  signed  the  deposition  as  a  witness.  He  and 
William  Ayres  then  sailed  away.  Whether  they  were  in  part  owners  of  the  vessel  is  unknown. 
We  deem  it  more  likely  that  they  were  young  merchant-adventurers,  or  in  charge  of  cargo, 
both  inward  and  outward,  though  it  is  well  known  that  some  English  gentlemen’s  sons  took 
to  the  sea,  as  prospective  navigators,  and  brought  to  Virginia  various  goods  to  be  sold  or 
traded  on  their  own  account,  as  did  George  Washington’s  great-grandfather,  John  Washing¬ 
ton.  [See  The  Washington  Ancestry  I— 149].  Mr.  William  Kendall  of  this  deposition  appears 
later  hereinafter  in  a  transaction  regarding  land  with  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  in 
1688,  in  Accomack  County.  Kendall  was  a  gentleman  of  importance,  a  justice,  and  a  burgess 
of  the  legislative  assembly  of  Virginia.  That  accounts  for  the  prefix  “Mr.”  This  deposition 
also  reveals  that  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  had  arrived  in  Virginia  more  than  a  year  before  he  first 
became  named  as  a  headright.  It  is  obvious  that  he  came  as  a  young  mariner,  a  supervisor 
of  cargo,  or  as  a  young  merchant  adventurer  or  agent,  or  both,  and  having  some  money  for 
speculation.  He  arrived,  first,  long  enough  before  July,  1657,  to  depart  and  arrive  again, 
and  then  again  to  depart  and  to  return  for  the  third  time,  all  before  July  18,  1657. 

January  28,  1655  [-6],  he,  in  Virginia,  was  a  witness  to  the  aforecited  deposition  made  on 
that  date  by  his  undoubted  kinsman,  “Mr.  William  Ayres.”  [Northampton  County,  Virginia, 
Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville:  Volume  5,  Deeds  ir  Wills,  folio  98] .  Earlier  than  that,  there  is  no 
Virginian  record  of  his  being  in  that  colony  or  on  its  adjacent  waters,  though  he  may  have 
been  thereabout.  The  first  claim  on  his  first  headright  (it  being  the  first  of  his  three  head- 
rights  in  order  of  recordation  in  Patent  Book  No.  7),  seems  to  be  the  one  in  which  the 
aforesaid  Richard  Ayres  also  figured  as  a  headright,  viz: 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond;  Patent  Book  No.  7,  page  117  (174)].  Abstract: 

“Richard  Youell,  orphant  son  of  Mr.  Tho.  Youell,  of  Nomeny,  500  acres 
Easterly  upon  Petomeck  River  in  the  freshes  &:  Southerly  on  land  called 
Richard  Holden’s  15  July,  1657,  f°r  r-^e  transportation  of  ten  persons:  Edmond 
Ayres,  Richard  Ayres,  Elizabeth  Swaney,  Thomas  Pope,*  Hen.  Joice  (?),  Anne 
Williams,  Mary  Ellice,  Andrew  Burchett  (or  Burchell),  James  Staple,  Martha 
Wright.” 

Edmond  Ayres  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  land  named  in  this  grant. 

The  Youells  were  a  prominent  family  in  Westmoreland  County,  Thomas  Youell  having 
been  the  clerk  of  its  court. 


*  This  Thomas  Pope  seems  to  be  the  minor  son  of  Lieut.  Col.  Nathaniel  Pope  of  Westmoreland  County,  returning 
from  England  where  he  had  been  sent  to  be  educated.  He  was  still  a  minor  on  May  16,  1659,  in  his  father’s  will. 


, 


AYRES 


13 


The  second  and  third  headright  claims  on  the  two  re-entries  into  Virginia  of  Mr.  Edmond 
Ayres  were  by  him  turned  over  to  William  Knott,  whose  claim  also  was  in  the  bundle  of 
claims  acted  upon  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia  on  that  same  July  15,  1657,  viz: 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Patent  Book  No.  4,  page  173  (258)].  Abstract: 

“William  Knott,  500  acres  Northeasterly  upon  Petomeck  River,  in  the  freshes 
above  Anacosta;  southeasterly  upon  land  called  by  him  Vincent  Cocks;  15  July 
1657.  Transportation  of  ten  persons:  Edmond  Ayres  twice,  Nicholas  Megan, 
Peter  Orfle,  Wm.  Eubanke,  Jno.  Squire,  Jno.  Corlis,  Darby  Stanlin,  Ann  Buckett 
[Burkett  ?],  Ri.  Harman.” 

The  reader  has  observed  hereinbefore  that  the  name  of  Mr.  William  Ayres  was  recorded 
officially  with  the  prefix  “Mr.”,  the  mark  of  respect  accorded  to  a  gentleman  of  education, 
personally  esteemed,  and  of  a  good  family.  The  same  indication  was  applied  officially  to 
Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  in  his  first  patent  of  land.  Ere  three  and  a  half  months  after  his  own 
three  headrights  had  been  turned  into  land  by  Youell  and  Knott,  as  afore-revealed,  this 
Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  had  brought  to,  or  caused  to  be  landed  in,  Virginia  ten  persons  to 
inhabit;  and  it  seems  that  he  immediately  paid  for  their  headrights  and  proceeded  to  convert 
those  ten  rights  into  land.  We  find  no  evidence  as  to  how  long  he  remained  ashore  on  that 
land;  it  may  have  been  only  for  a  short  time  as  he  does  not  appear  further  in  Westmoreland 
land  records.  Thus  we  do  not  find  a  record  of  what  he  did  with  that  land,  nor  any  certain 
evidence  of  his  presence  in  Westmoreland  after  October  28,  1657.  Was  he  not  absent 
therefrom?  In  this  connection,  it  is  to  be  observed,  particularly,  i.e.:  that  as  this  Mr.  Edmond 
Ayres  is  under  contemplation  as  having  been  the  second  grandson,  living  in  1656,  named  in 
the  will  of  that  year  of  Henry  Ayres,  Senior,  of  London,  and  who  by  that  will  was  appointed 
to  receive  with  the  eldest  grandson  and  heir,  Henry  Ayres  the  third,  the  two  principal  parts 
of  that  testator’s  land,  it  seems  that  the  cause  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  from 
Virginian  evidences  may  be  attributed  to  that  will.  The  other  three  and  younger  grandsons 
of  Henry  Ayres,  Senior,  of  London,  namely,  in  the  order  of  their  ages,  Richard  Ayres, 
Francis  Ayres  and  John  Ayres,  were  bequeathed  by  that  same  will  only  comparatively  small 
sums  of  money  due  from  the  testator’s  debtors  to  be  collected  from  those  debtors  and  then 
divided  equally  among  those  three  younger  grandsons.  There  is  no  record  of  the  death  in 
Virginia  of  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres,  nor  of  a  will,  administration,  inventory,  or  other  probate 
paper,  nor  of  any  wife  of  his  or  of  issue  by  a  marriage.  Yet,  possibly,  he  may  have  returned 
to  Virginia  within  thirteen  years,  or  else  the  following  record  refers  to  another  man,  viz: 

On  November  9,  1670,  an  Edmond  Ayres  is  named  in  “Henry  Brett’s  list  of 

Debts;  A  list  of  Debts  not  paid  belonging  to  ye  estate  of  Mr.  Henry  Brett . 

pr.  Edmond  Ayres  0-25-4;  0-09-7.”  [Westmoreland  County,  Court  Orders  1665- 
i6yy,  folio  99]. 

How  old  the  debt  was  and  whether  the  debtor  was  then  in  Westmoreland  are  not  stated; 
nor  whether  the  debt  was  a  credit  lor  or  a  debit  against  Brett’s  estate— but  the  estate  of  Brett 

was  insufficient  to  pay  Brett’s  debts,  and  his  widow,  Ann  ( . )  Brodhurst-Brett,  married 

thirdly,  Col.  John  Washington  as  his  second  wife,  and  the  Colonel  aided  in  paying  up  the 
debts  of  the  deceased  Mr.  Brett.  [The  Washington  Ancestry  (etc.)  C.  A.  Idoppin  I— 178]. 

Reverting  now  to  the  grant  of  a  patent  to  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  in  Virginia,  it  was  issued 
to  him  by  Governor  Mathews.  The  certificate  authorizing  the  grant,  and  previously  issued 
therefor  by  the  county  court,  is  not  now  recorded,  if  ever  it  was  recorded,  which  is  doubtful. 
And  the  original  filed  paper  on  which  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres’  claim  was  based  and  granted  by 
the  court  is  not  now  extant.  All  such  original  papers  were  burned  by  a  nineteenth-century 
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county  clerk  to  get  rid  of  taking  care  of  them.  We  have  seen  that  Edmond  Ayres  had  sold 
his  headright  on  coming  to  Virginia  some  time  before  that  sale,  and  that  after  the  sale  of  it 
quite  some  time  elapsed  before  it  was  put  with  other  claims  by  its  purchaser  and  laid  together 
with  them  before  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia,  who,  as  shown,  reached  their  final 
action  on  the  claims  on  July  15,  1G57,  as  heretofore  cited.  Then  we  come  to  the  question 
of  how  long  before  October  28,  1657,  it  was  that  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  acquired  the  ten  head- 
rights  which  he  kept  for  his  own  use,  and  when  thereafter  it  was  that  he  laid  his  claims 
before  the  Governor  and  Council.  All  we  know,  exactly,  is  that  the  authorities  acted  finally 
on  October  28,  1657,  regardless  of  where  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  may  have  been,  at  that  time, 
to  wit: 

[Certified  Copy— Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond;  Patent  Book  No.  page  187]. 

Abstract: 


“to  all  &c.  whereas  See.  now  know  ye  That  I  the  said  Samuel  Mathews  Esq. 
8cc.  give  and  grant  unto  MR.  edmond  ayres  Five  hundred  Acres  of  Land  Situate 
lying  and  being  in  the  County  of  Northumberland.  Beginning  at  the  West  Corner 
of  George  Watts’  Land  betwixt  the  branches  and  the  head  of  Machoatick  and 
Nominy  Rivers  by  the  Land  of  Mr.  Hawkins*  Deceased  Runing  South  East  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  poles  along  the  Said  Watts’  Land,  thence  South  West  Three 
hundred  8c  Twenty  poles,  thence  North  West  Seven  hundred  and  Fifty  poles  thence 
North  East  to  the  first  mentioned  place.  The  said  Land  being  due  unto  him  the 
said  edmund  ayres  by  and  for  the  Transportation  of  Ten  Persons  Sec.  Yeelding 
and  Paying  Which  payment  8cc.  Provided  &c.  Dated  the  28th.  of  October  1657. 

- ”  [SAMUEL  MATHEWS], 

“Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.  I  hereby  certify  that  the 
SEAL  OF  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  office. 

VIRGINIA  “Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  9th  day  of  March, 

LAND  OFFICE.  1922. 

“Jno.  W.  Richardson’’ 
Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 


The  statement  in  this  grant  that  the  five  hundred  acres  of  land  were,  on  October  28, 
1657,  in  the  county  of  Northumberland  is  incorrect.  The  land  became  within  Westmoreland 
County  after  July  1653.  No  part  of  the  land  which  the  patent  describes  as  “betwixt  the 
branches  of  and  the  heads  of  Machoatic  and  Nominy  Rivers”  was  in  Northumberland  after 
that  date.  Evidently  the  clerks  in  the  Virginia  Land  Office  were  using  a  previous  grant,  chart, 
or  map  made  when  the  land  was  surveyed  originally,  years  before  the  land  was  granted  to 
Mr.  Edmond  Ayres.  There  are  several  other  grants  of  land,  recorded  at  the  Virginia  Land 
Office  as  being  in  Northumberland,  after  the  same  lands  had  become  part  of  Westmoreland. 
George  Watts’  lands,  named  in  the  above  patent,  are  recorded  as  in  Westmoreland  and  as 
boundaries  of  other  grants  in  that  county.  [Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book  No.  page 
163  (241)]. 

“The  heads  of  Machoatic  and  Nominy  Rivers”  were  eight  to  ten  miles,  respectively, 
southward  from  the  mouths  of  those  streams  at  the  Potomac  River,  no  part  of  these  water 
courses  or  of  any  of  their  minor  branches  having  been  in  the  county  of  Northumberland 
after  July  1653.  The  headwaters  or  small  tributaries  into  the  Machoatic  and  Nominy  Rivers 
extended  several  miles  farther  south  across  the  peninsula  10  within  about  three  miles  of 
what  on  January  1,  1G51-2,  became  the  boundary  line  between  the  then  county  of  Lancaster 

*  Richard  Hill,  father-in-law  of  John  Ayres  the  Mariner,  also  acquired  land  described  as  near  a  branch  of  Nominy 
River  and  land  of  Mr.  Francis  Hawkins. 
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(afterwards  in  1656  Rappahannock  County),  and  the  land  that  in  1653  became  Westmoreland. 
Thus  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres’  land  “betwixt  the  branches  of  the  heads  of  Machoatic  and  Nominy 
Rivers”  was  near  to,  but  within  the  southern  boundary  of  where  Westmoreland  joined 
Lancaster  County  in  1653,  and  after  December  1656,  where  it  joined  Rappahannock  County. 
The  importance  of  this  observation  is  that  near  to  the  northward  of  this  land  of  Mr.  Edmond 
Ayres,  John  Ayres,  on  June  16,  1657,  five  months  before  Edmond  received  the  grant  of  the 
28th  of  October  following,  purchased  of  Rice  Jones  the  assignment  of  the  following  real  estate: 

[Westmoreland  County,  Virginia;  Clerk’s  Office,  Montross;  Original  Court  Order 
Book  1653  to  1659,  folio  80  dorso]: 

“jonesI  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  That  I  rice  Jones,  me  my  heirs  or  assigns 
to  l  have  sold  unto  john  aires  to  him  his  heirs  or  assigns  all  my  right  title  and 
aires” J  Interest  of  plantation  and  the  pattent  that  doth  belong  to  me  with  all 
houses  and  orchards. 

Witness  my  hand  this  i6‘h  day  of  June  1657.  This  I  do  bind  myself  to  Ac¬ 
knowledge  in  the  next  Court  or  my  assigns  and  the  pattent  as  witness  my  hand 
the  16th  of  June  1657. 

RICE  JONES 

Witness  — 

ALEXANDER  BAYNHAM,  THOMAS  BLAGG. 

“20th  August  1657,  This  assignment  was  acknowledged  in  Court  by  the  said  Jones 
and  recorded.” 

On  page  208  of  Patent  Book  No.  3,  at  the  Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  is  recorded 
the  previous  grant  of  the  above  land  to  Rice  Jones,  viz;  (abstract): 

“Rice  Jones,  88  acres,  Lancaster  County,  2  September  1652;  upon  the  North 
side  of  Rappahannock  River,  North  &  West  upon  land  of  Edward  Harris,  deceased, 
8c  south  by  East  upon  a  creek  dividing  this  and  land  of  Richard  Coleman.  For  the 
transportation  of  two  persons,  George  Slight  and  Robert  Parry.” 

Thus  it  appears  that  this  land  in  the  narrow  part  of  the  then  Lancaster  County  was 
northward  inland  from  the  Rappahannock  River,  and  near  that  southeastern  section  of 
Westmoreland  wherein  lay  the  land  of  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres— though  these  two  tracts  did  not 
join  each  other,  nor  did  either  tract  lay  directly  against  the  boundary  line  that  then  had 
been  established  between  Lancaster  and  Westmoreland  Counties  in  July  1653.  The  lands 
may  have  been  three  or  four  miles  apart.  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres  may  have  acquired  this  land 
the  same  as  did  John,  as  a  speculation.  John  sold  out  on  the  21st  of  December,  1657,  to 
Francis  Jordan.  [Westmoreland  Court  Order  Book  1653-1659,  folio  80].  We  find  no  trace 
of  how  long  Edmond  occupied  or  held  title  to  this  tract,  nor  of  what  he  did  with  it. 

Mr.  Francis  Ayres  and  Richard  Ayres 

Now,  as  to  Mr.  Francis  Ayres,  the  recorded  brother  of  Richard  Ayres,  and  evidently  a 
kinsman  of  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Edmond,  John  and  Mr.  William  Ayres:  His  first  Virginian 
record  is  of  a  purchase  of  land.  On  August  14,  1652,  Nicholas  George,  Thomas  Taberer, 
and  Humphrey  Clarke,  patented  nine  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  first  branch  of  Black- 
water  Creek,  adjoining  the  great  swamp,  in  Isle  of  Wight  County,  Virginia.  Six  months 
later,  this  Nicholas  George  patented  on  February  15,  1652 [-3],  seven  hundred  acres  on  the 
west  branch  of  Corotoman  River,  in  Lancaster  County;  he  passed  his  time,  considerably, 
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on  both  properties.  On  February  28,  i656[-7]  when  he  was  absent  from  Isle  of  Wight  County 
and  in  Lancaster  County,  he  gave  a  power  of  attorney  to  his  abovesaid  partner,  Thomas 
Taberer,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Taberer  and  their  other  partner,  Humphrey  Clarke, 
to  sell  to  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  the  abovenamed  nine  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  first  branch 
of  Blackwater  Creek,  in  Isle  of  Wight  County.  [Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book  No.  1, 
part  II,  page  633;  Patent  Book  No.  3,  page  205;  Isle  of  Wight  County  Book  A],  The  sale 
was  completed  on  May  27,  1657,  by  the  confirmation  thereof  by  Nicholas  George,  of 
Lancaster  County,  and  recorded  in  the  court  thereof  on  May  28,  1657.  [Lancaster  County 
Record  Book  No.  2,  1654,  page  123].  This  is  the  first  record  of  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  in  Isle  of 
Wight  County.  Three  days  after  he  bought  that  land,  the  above  Humphrey  Clarke  made 
his  own  will  and  died  between  its  writing  on  March  3,  1656,  and  the  proving  and  recording 
of  that  will  thirty-seven  days  later  on  April  9,  1656-7.  This  testator  was  a  manufacturer  of 
casks.  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Book  A]. 

The  second  earliest  Virginian  record  of  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  is  that  of  his  headright  with 
that  of  John  Ayres,  both  being  converted  into  land  on  July  15,  1657,  by  the  Peter  Smith  of 
Westmoreland  and  Lower  Norfolk  Counties,  to  whom  both  had  transferred  their  head- 
rights  to  land.  [Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book  No.  4,  page  117].  The  next  record  of 
Mr.  Francis  Ayres  is  of  his  said  purchase  of  land  in  Isle  of  Wight  County  of  Nicholas 
George,  Sr.,  John  Taberer  and  Humphrey  Clark.  Soon  after  the  death  of  this  Humphrey 
Clark  in  March  1656,  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  married  this  Clark’s  relict,  Jane,  and  became  the 
step-father  of  John  Clark,  then  a  minor.  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  thus  became  the  principal  director 
and  part  owner  of  the  Clark  cask-factory,  with  which  he  had  been  previously  connected, 
as  possibly,  also,  was  his  brother,  Richard  Ayres,  who  does  not  appear  as  having  had  any 
grant  of  land.  The  casks  were  made  in  which  to  preserve  and  transport  tobacco,  principally. 
He  continued  the  industry  of  cooperage  for  about  twenty  years  after  the  death  of  Humphrey 
Clark,  and  died  between  January  13,  1 675-6,  and  April  10,  1676,  prior  to  which  there  are 
several  records  of  him  in  Isle  of  Wight  County  which  summarize  briefly,  to  wit: 

Richard  Ayres  died,  intestate;  Francis  Ayres,  brother  to  the  said  Richard 
Ayres,  requested  a  grant  to  himself  of  the  administration  of  the  estate  of  the 
deceased  Richard  on  the  18th  of  February  1663,  and,  being  granted  the  same, 
his  bond  as  administrator  was  signed  by  George  Empson  and  Walter  Richards, 
all  of  Isle  of  Wight  County.  Recorded  25th  of  March,  1664,  [on  page  7  of  Isle  of 
Wight  County  Administrations  and  Probates ,  page  2]. 

Francis  Ayers  in  March,  1664,  witnessed  the  allowance  of  four  servants  and 
1700  pounds  of  tobacco  for  the  use  of  the  orphans  of  Elizabeth  Banister.  [Isle  of 
Wight  County  Will  and  Deed  Book  /]. 

Francis  Ayres,  an  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  William  Wilson,  16th  of  November, 

1665.  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Will  and  Deed  Book  No.  2,  page  46]. 

Francis  Ayres,  an  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  John  Weston,  14th  of  October, 

1666.  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Will  and  Deed  Book  No.  2,  page  48]. 

Francis  Ayres  witnessed  on  January  10,  1 666[~7]  the  deposition  of  Edward 
Hinkson,  aged  26  years.  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Will  and  Deed  Book  No.  2,  page  48]. 

Francis  Ayres  appointed  attorney  by  William  Wilson  of  Bristol,  England, 
to  collect  debts,  on  May  6,  1668.  [Isle  of  Wight  County  Will  and  Deed  Book  I], 

Francis  Ayres,  an  appraiser  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  Robert  Braswell,  11th  of 
May,  1668.  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Will  and  Deed  Book  No.  2,  page  55]. 

Francis  Ayres  witnessed  on  November  30,  1669,  a  deed  by  William  Boddie 
and  wife  Anne  to  John  Jones.  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Will  and  Deed  Book  I]. 
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Francis  Ayres  signed  the  bond  of  Ann  Brewer,  relict  and  executrix  of  John 
Brewer  whose  nuncupative  will  was  dated  June  g,  1669.  [Isle  of  Wight  County, 
Administrations  and  Probates ,  1669,  page  20]. 

Francis  Ayres  was  a  security  for  the  overseers  of  the  will  of  George  Williams, 
dated  October  9,  1672,  recorded  October  13,  1672.  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Admin¬ 
istrations  and  Probates,  1669,  page  32]. 

Francis  Ayres  was  the  security  for  the  administrators  of  the  intestate  estate 
of  John  Watson,  9th  of  October,  1673.  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Administrations 
and  Probates,  1669,  page  34],  and  on  August  10,  1674,  he  was  the  security  for  the 
administrators  of  the  intestate  estate  of  John  Young.  [Isle  of  Wight  County, 
Administrations  and  Probates,  1669,  page  34]. 

Francis  Ayres  on  March  7,  1673,  witnessed  a  deed  by  Edward  Palmer  to 
Ambrose  Hadley.  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Will  and  Deed  Book  /]. 

Francis  Ayres,  cooper,  and  Jane  his  wife,  on  August  4,  1675,  for  6000  pounds 
of  tobacco  sell  a  250-acre  part  of  a  patent  of  a  900-acre  neck  of  land  granted  to  his 
wife’s  son,  John  Clark  on  October  3,  1664,  to  Thomas  Parnell,  cooper,  situated 
on  “ye  Easterne  of  Black  Water,  and  lying  within  the  limite  of  my  share  of  ye  said 
goo  acres  as  it  is  already  divided.”  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Wills  ire  No.  1 ,  page  345]. 

“Mr.  Francis  Ayres”  and  John  Pitt,  son  of  Robert  Pitt,  given  power  of  attorney 
by  the  latter.  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Wills  ire  No.  1,  page  345]. 

Will  of  Thomas  Parnell,  cooper,  dated  October  10,  1687;  recorded  June  9, 
1688.  To  son  Thomas  Parnell  “the  plantation  I  bought  of  Mr.  Francis  Ayres”. 
[Isle  of  Wight  County,  Will  and  Deed  Book  No.  2,  page  278]. 

There  are  two  records  of  Francis  Ayres’  appearance  in  the  High  Court  of  the  Colony: 

[Minutes  of  the  Council  and  General  Court  of  Virginia  1670-1676,  page  210]: 

“20th  of  A  pi  1670.  ‘ffra.  Ayres’  was  a  member  of  the  jury  which  found  for  the 
defendant  in  the  suit  ‘between  Wm  Burdis  pit.  and  Capf  Wm  Carver  deft  about 
plate  and  pieces  of  eight.’  ” 

[Minutes  of  the  Council  and  General  Court  of  Virginia  1670-1676,  page  308]: 

Woodard  vs  Ayres.  “The  27th  September  1672  .  The  Difference  Betweene 

Mr  Tho:  Woodard  &  ffrancis  Ayres  is  by  Consent  of  Pties  referred  to  the  3d  Day 
of  the  next  Genii  Court.” 

“Mr.  Francis  Ayres,”  the  cooper,  of  Isle  of  Wight  County,  by  will  dated  January  13, 
11 675[-6],  recorded  April  10,  1676,  bequeathed  one-half  of  his  personal  estate  to  his  wife 
Jane  Ayres,  she  to  be  his  executrix;  the  other  half  to  Humphrey  Clark,  the  son  of  her  son 
John  Clark,  (who  was  by  her  first  husband  Humphrey  Clark  the  elder,  deceased)  with 
reversion  to  Robert  Clark  brother  of  the  said  Humphrey,  should  Robert’s  brother  Humphrey 
die  before  he  is  twenty-one  years  of  age.  “My  wife  is  to  have  possession  of  my  plantation 
for  term  of  her  life.  The  said  Humphrey  Clark  to  live  with  his  grandmother  my  beloved 
wife  Janes  Ayres  on  the  plantation  before  mentioned.”  The  overseers  appointed  by  the  will 
were  John  Clark,  and  Robert  Flake;  the  witnesses  were  John  Burnell,  Jere  Martin,  James 
Tullogh.  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Will  and  Deed  Book  No.  2,  page  139].  Thus  Mr.  Francis 
Ayres  died  without  having  had  a  son  or  daughter.  His  wife  married  thirdly,  Henry  Clark, 
before  March  10,  1678-9. 

Jane  Ayres,  the  relict  of  Mr.  Francis  Ayres,  was  confirmed  by  the  court  as 
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executrix  of  the  will  of  her  said  late  husband  on  April  10,  1676;  recorded  on 
June  16,  1676.  The  sureties  on  her  bond  were  Mr.  William  Bressie  and  Mr.  Peter 
Banton.  (This  same  William  Bressie,  or  Bracey,  was  a  witness  to  the  will  of  her 
first  husband,  Humphrey  Clark,  on  March  3,  1656). 

Francis  Ayres’  Inventory  was  presented  in  court  by  Jane  Clark,  formerly  the 
wife  of  said  Ayres,  and  recorded,  March  10,  1678-9.  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Will 
and  Deed  Book  No.  2,  page  187]. 

Francis  Ayres’  estate,  appraised  by  Michael  Fulgham,  Daniel  Long,  and 
Edward  Lassells,  March  10,  1678-9;  was  recorded  April  9,  1679.  The  division  of 
the  estate  between  Francis  Ayres’  relict,  Jane,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  Clarke,  was 
made  by  Edward  Lassells  and  James  Benn,  April  14,  1679;  recorded  May,  1679. 
[Isle  of  Wight  County,  Will  and  Deed  Book  No.  2,  page  191]. 

In  the  Records  of  the  London  Company  of  Virginia  (I,  534)  occurs  a  reference  to  a 
Thomas  Ayres  who,  with  Thomas  Wiseman  and  Edward  Bennett,  obtained  in  England  on 
October  24,  1621,  a  patent  for  a  plantation  in  what  became  Isle  of  Wight  County  on  con¬ 
dition  that  they  settle  two  hundred  emigrants  from  the  British  Isles  thereon.  Neither  Thomas 
Ayres  or  Thomas  Wiseman  came  to  Virginia;  Edward  Bennett  came  in  1626.  Not  until 
about  1634,  had  any  person  surnamed  Ayres  appeared  in  that  Isle  of  Wight-Nansemond 
region,  when  a  William  Ayres  patented  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  there  in  1635  and  in 
1642,  one  hundred  acres  in  the  then  Upper  Norfolk  (now  Nansemond)  County.  This 
William  Ayres  removed  to  Maryland  where  he  became  color-bearer  for  the  Virginian  armed 
force  that  late  in  1654  had  proceeded  northward  from  Virginia  to  attack  the  armed  forces 
of  the  government  of  the  province  of  Maryland.  He  was  killed  at  the  first  fire  in  the  encounter 
in  Maryland  which  is  known  as  the  Battle  of  the  Severn,  March  25,  1655.  His  only  daughter, 
Ann  Ayres,  called  “The  Heiress,”  married  Colonel  Samuel  Chew,  son  of  the  John  Chew 
who  had  come  to  Virginia  from  England  with  the  first  Bennetts  in  the  ship  Sea  Flower  in 
1622.  Col.  Samuel  Chew  and  wife  Ann  were  residing  at  Herrington,  Anne  Arundel  County, 
Maryland,  in  1659.  [ Seventeenth  Century  Isle  of  Wight  County,  pages  54,  72,  77;  and  Power 
of  Attorney  by  Samuel  Chew  and  wife  Ann,  of  Herrington,  Maryland,  recorded  in  Lower 
Norfolk  County  Records].  John  Bennett  Boddie  of  Wilmette,  Illinois,  in  his  Seventeenth 
Century  Isle  of  Wight  County,  page  54,  states  of  the  above  William  Ayres:  “He  may  have 
been  related  to  Thomas  Ayres  of  London  who  was  associated  with  Edward  Bennett  in  his 
plantation,”  in  1621.  Possibly,  but  not  evidently;  nor  is  there  any  ground  for  a  supposition 
that  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  of  Isle  of  Wight  County,  1657-1676,  was  in  any  way  connected  with 
either,  the  said  Thomas  Ayres  or  William  Ayres.  This  William  had  left  Isle  of  Wight  County 
and  died  in  Maryland  before  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  came  to  America;  and  the  will  of  Thomas 
Ayres  of  London  does  not  mention  either  the  said  William  or  Francis.  Thomas  and  William 
Ayres  are  of  no  immediate  connection  with  the  Master  Mariner,  John  Ayres,  of  London  and 
Wiltshire. 


Some  Indications  of  English  Origin 

Study  of  the  Virginian  evidences  of  the  aforenamed  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres,  Mr.  Francis 
Ayres,  Richard  Ayres,  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  and  their  probable  kinsman, 
Mr.  William  Ayres,  leads  one  directly  to  the  conception  of  their  origin  in  England.  It  is  not 
conceived  that  Mr.  William  Ayres  was  a  brother  of  the  other  four  men.  We  have  no  direct 
evidence  as  to  his  parentage  in  England  and,  so,  as  to  the  degree  of  kinship  between  him 
and  the  others  with  whom  he  is  arrayed  by  the  records  that  we  have  given.  As  he  had  no 
male  descendants  in  Virginia  he  is  hereinafter  unessential  in  our  further  narration. 
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The  contemplation  of  the  parentage  of  the  other  four  emigrants  from  England,  head- 
rights  on  each  of  whom  were  recorded  on  the  same  day,  July  15,  1657,  envisages,  first,  the 
will  of  Henry  Ayre  dated  13  October,  1645,  proved  December  3,  1645,  as  before  given. 

None  of  the  testator’s  sons  and  daughter  were  baptized  at  Ware,  Hertford,  England. 
The  first  entry  of  any  member  of  this  Ayres  family  in  the  register  of  the  church  of  St.  Mary 
at  Ware,  Hertford,  England,  is  that  of  the  said  testator’s  burial  viz:  “1645,  Nov.  20,  Mr.  Henry 
Ayres  Senr.  bur.”  The  only  other  record  of  any  member  of  the  same  Ayres  family  in  that 
church  is  that  of  the  said  testator’s  eldest  son  and  heir,  Henry  Ayres,  and  the  latter’s  wife 
and  daughter,  viz:  ‘‘Baptisms,  1G46-7  Jan.  25,  Elizabeth  Ayre,  dau.  of  Henry  &  Elizabeth.” 
This  son  Henry  removed  to  London  and  died  there  in  1661,  leaving  a  will  (hereinbefore) 
naming  his  wife  and  daughter  Elizabeth. 

The  relict,  Isabel,  married  again  within  two  years  and  died  before  the  estate  of  her  first 
husband  Henry  was  settled.  On  October  15,  1649,  her  second  husband,  Robert  Fitzwilliams, 
Gent.,  secured  in  addition  to  his  previous  influence  upon  his  wife  Isabel  as  co-executrix  of 
her  first  husband’s  will,  control  of  the  then  unadministered  portion  of  the  estate,  through 
he  having,  on  that  date,  been  granted  by  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  estate  of  his  late  wife,  Isabel,  formerly  relict  of  the  deceased  Henry  Ayre. 
[P.  C.  C.  Probate  Act  Book ,  zdyy]. 

At  the  date  of  the  making  of  the  above  will  all  of  the  five  sons  were  in  England.  Henry, 
the  eldest  of  them  and  the  principal  heir  of  his  father,  was  the  only  son  who  had  reached 
the  legal  age  of  twenty-one  years.  According  to  the  customary  genealogical  arrangement  of 
children  in  order  of  birth  consistent  with  the  majority  of  cases  found  recorded  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  about  two  years  is  considered  to  have  been  the  usual  period  between 
births,  when  such  a  number  of  children  appear  successively.  The  second  son,  Edmond, 
thus  may  be  placed  logically  as  aged  at  the  date  of  the  will  of  his  above  father  twenty  years  or 
thereabouts;  Lettice,  the  third  child,  aged  about  eighteen  years;  Richard,  the  fourth  child 
and  third  son,  aged  about  sixteen  years;  Francis,  the  fourth  son  aged  about  fourteen  years; 
John  (of  interest  to  this  Memoir),  the  fifth  son  and  last  child,  aged  twelve  years  or  thereabouts. 

Exactly  four  years  later,  when  on  October  15,  1649,  their  step-father,  Robert  Fitzwilliams, 
Gent.,  obtained  control  of  the  estate  of  their  deceased  mother  and  of  the  then  unadminis¬ 
tered  remainder  of  the  estate  of  their  own  father  Henry,  Junior,  Edmond  probably  had 
become  twenty-four,  Lettice  twenty-two,  Richard,  twenty,  Francis,  eighteen  and  John 
sixteen  years,  or  thereabouts.  Henry,  the  eldest  son  and  heir  and  the  fourth  successive  eldest 
son  named  Henry,  remained  at  Ware  for  but  a  short  time  after  his  father’s  death  in  November 
1645.  He  removed,  first,  to  Little  Munden  about  five  or  six  miles  north  of  Ware;  (where 
his  grandfather  Henry  Ayres  then  was)  and  probably  soon  after  the  baptism  at  Ware  of  his 
first  and  only  child  on  January  25,  1646-7.  Later  on,  he  removed  to  London  whither  his 
grandfather  Henry  Ayres,  Senior,  had  gone.  No  records  of  this  grandson’s  four  younger 
brothers  appear  at  Ware  or  Little  Munden  and  none  have  been  found  of  them  indicating 
their  presence  in  London.  Doubtless,  each  of  them  secured  as  much  of  the  £200.  apiece 
(now  approximately  £800.)  bequeathed  to  them  individually  as  the  subsequent  inventory 
of  their  father’s  estate  revealed  possible  of  realization.  Henry,  the  eldest  son  and  heir,  was 
paid  the  bequest  of  £400.  before  the  death  of  his  mother  in  1649;  but  payments  of  the  legacies 
to  his  brothers  were  not  made  before  she  died.  Eighteen  months  before  her  death  her  first 
husband’s  father,  Henry  Ayres,  Senior,  claimed  that  his  late  son  Plenry,  Jr.,  in  his  lifetime 
had  become  indebted  to  his  said  father  in  the  sum  of  £250.  and  gave  an  obligatory  bond  to 
repay  the  same  when  ii  became  due,  and  if  not  so  repaid  to  Henry,  Senior,  to  forfeit  to  the 
latter  the  penal  sum  of  £500.  Thus  began  a  family  row.  On  May  13,  1648,  this  Henry,  the 
grandfather  of  the  five  sons  of  his  son  Henry,  Junior,  brought  suit  against  his  deceased  son 
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Henry’s  widow,  Isabel,  and  her  newly-married  second  husband,  Robert  Fitzwilliams,  Gent., 
to  get  that  money.  The  particulars  of  the  proceeding  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  are  long, 
particularly  voluminous  being  the  reply  by  the  defendants.  Here  below  follows  a  brief  ab¬ 
stract  of  the  case  from  the  original  parchments  now  in  the  Public  Record  Ollice,  London,  in 
Chancery  Proceedings  before  1J14,  Hamilton ,  15-65: 

“Henry  Ayres  vers  Robert  Fitzwilliam  Cent.,  &  Isabell  his  wife.  Bill,  13  May, 
1648. 

“Henry  Ayres  of  Little  Munden  Co.  Herts.,  Gent.,  complains  that:  Henry 
Ayres  late  of  Ware  in  said  Co.  of  Herts  your  Orator’s  son,  now  deceased,  was 
indebted  unto  your  Orator  in  the  sum  of  £250.  by  an  obligation  [&c]  in  the  penal 
sum  of  £500.,  for  payment  of  said  £250.,  and  said  Henry  Ayres  deceased  in  or 
about  October  1645  made  his  last  Will  and  made  Isabell  his  wife  sole  Executrix 
and  afterwards  dyed  possessed  of  a  good  personal  estate  to  the  value  of  £4,077:0:5 
as  by  Inventory  [etc.]. 

“But  now  the  said  Isabell  hath  possessed  herself  of  all  his  goods  [etc.]  and 
hath  of  late  intermarried  with  one  Robert  Fitzwilliam  and  they  plotting  [etc.] 
how  to  conceal  [etc.]  a  great  part  of  the  Testator’s  estate  and  to  defraud  your 
Orator  and  divers  others  [etc.].  And  upon  an  action  lately  brought  against  them 
by  your  Orator  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  upon  the  said  Bond  of  £500.  have 
pleaded  [etc.]  that  it  may  not  legally  appear  what  the  estate  of  the  said  Testator 
did  amount  unto,  and  do  yet  withold  [etc.]  the  Inventory  and  have  not  delivered 
into  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  where  the  Will  was  proved  any  Inventory  [etc.]  — 
to  defraud  your  Orator  of  his  debt  of  £250.  lent  unto  the  testator  upon  meere 
love  and  good  will  and  long  foreborne. 

“Prays  a  subpena  that  the  defendants  may  be  compelled  to  state  the  value  of 
the  said  estate  and  to  produce  the  Inventory”  [etc.]. 

The  defendants’  answer  is  a  long  recital  of  details  of  payments  they  have  made,  and  a 
declaration  that  they  “do  not  know  that  the  said  Henry  Ayres,  deceased,  was  indebted  to 
the  complainant  in  any  sum,  and  believe  it  to  be  true  that  at  the  tyme  of  the  Testator’s  sickness 
complainant  being  asked  if  Testator  owed  him  anything  did  say  that  the  Testator  oweth 
him  nothing.  Deny  [etc.]  all  confederations  [etc.];  admit  that  they  have  not  as  yet  Exhibited 
unto  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  [Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury]  any  Inventory,  said  Inventory 
being  not  yett  perfected  nor  all  the  estate  discovered.  Deny  that  they  have  refused  to  pay  any 
of  the  creditors  which  to  their  own  knowledge  are  fully  due.”  [Here  follows  a  list  of  payments 
including  to  the  testator’s  son]  “Henry  Ayres  £400.”  “To  plaintiff  £5.”  Defendants  admit 
that  the  legacies  to  the  younger  sons  have  not  been  paid,  but  “have  layed  out  for  the  children 
of  Testator,  dyett,  apparell  ec.  £80.”  “Pray  dismissal  of  the  Complainant’s  bill.”  The  death 
of  the  sons’  mother,  Isabel  (Newton)  Ayres— Fitzwilliam  in  the  Autumn  of  1649,  as  proved 
hereinbefore  seems  to  have  disposed  of  the  litigation,  and  opened  a  way  to  complete  and 
final  adjustment,  the  Prerogative  Court  records  of  the  details  of  which  became  lost  with 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  other  papers  recorded  and  unrecorded  of  the  same  court,  lost 
through  the  incompetency,  or  indifference,  or  both,  of  their  ecclestiastical  custodians. 
Fortunately,  for  the  four  younger  sons,  the  death  of  their  mother,  whose  own  estate,  and 
her  remaining  obligations  under  the  will  of  her  first  husband,  were  administered  by 
Robert  Fitzwilliam  Cent.,  became  heirs  to  their  mother’s  then-remaining  part  of  her  legacy 
from  her  deceased  husband  Henry  Ayres  of  £300.,  and  her  half-part  of  what  his  will  gave 
her  as  “the  lease  of  my  house,  shopps  8c  malthouse.”  Any  diminution  of  the  bequests  to  them 
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by  their  father’s  will  may  have  been  offset  to  an  appreciable  degree  by  their  share  in  the 
estate  of  their  mother,  who,  having  been  the  sole  executrix  may  be  expected  to  have  paid  to 
herself  the  full  £300.  bequeathed  to  her.  Her  eldest  son,  Henry,  also  inherited  in  1656, 
as  hereinbefore,  his  grandfather’s  “house  &  lands  &  appurtences  in  or  near  Ware,  Co.  Herts,” 
and  died  in  London  in  1661.  And  within  about  two  years  after  the  death  of  Isabel,  the  mother, 
each  of  her  four  younger  sons  Edmond,  Richard,  Francis  and  John,  doubtless  found  himself 
free  from  parental  control,  dependent  upon  himself  to  demonstrate  his  own  ability  and  to  fol¬ 
low  his  own  inclinations.  With  both  parents  dead,  it  is  not  a  situation  in  which  well-educated 
sons,  of  legal  age  or  thereabouts,  are  prone  to  accept  the  overlordship  of  a  new  stepfather; 
especially  so  when  they  have  inherited  means  to  enable  them  to  make  a  start  and  strike  out 
elsewhere  for  themselves.  They  came  to  Virginia,  as  indications  confirm,  with  the  tide  of 
emigration  that,  beginning  in  1650  and  until  1657,  brought  over  from  England  more  gentle¬ 
men  and  sons  of  gentlemen,  later  designated  in  Virginia  as  Cavaliers,  than  came  at  any  other 
period  in  the  entire  colonial  history  of  that  then  most-favored  royal  colony.  As  is  well  known, 
the  cause  of  the  special  emigration  of  these  gentlemen  was  the  great  political  and  social 
change  that  came  upon  England  with  the  execution  of  King  Charles  I  in  1649  and  the 
prosecution  thereafter  of  thousands  of  his  adherents,  the  Royalists,  and  the  confiscation  of 
much  of  their  property  and  the  impositions  upon  them  of  heavy  fines  by  the  Committee  for 
the  Compounding  of  Royalists  instituted  by  the  Cromwellian  Parliament. 

These  four  sons  with  their  eldest  brother  Henry,  regardless  of  where  each  one  happened 
to  be  at  the  time,  next  appear  in  English  records  with  the  probating  of  the  will  of  their 
grandfather  in  1656.  Before  that  probate  act  the  John  Ayres,  who  came  to  Virginia,  and 
possibly  Edmond  Ayres,  had  both  gone  on  one  or  more  than  one  voyage  to  Virginia;  and 
within  ten  months  after  the  proving  on  April  9,  1656,  in  London  of  that  will  of  Henry  Ayres, 
Senior,  of  London,  there  appeared  in  Virginia  as  we  have  shown,  the  brothers  Richard  and 
Francis  Ayres.  The  John  Ayres  who  became  a  Master  Mariner,  had  arrived  on  his  first  voyage 
to  Virginia  by  March  1651-2,  and  we  will  prove  that  thereafter  he  entered  Virginia  from 
the  sea  at  least  eight  times  and  accumulated  on  himself  and  for  his  own  use  on  those  entries 
eight  headlights;  and  there  are  indications  that  he  arrived  in  Virginia  from  voyages  twice 
more.  The  will  of  Henry  Ayres,  Senior,  names  his  grandsons  as  of  exactly  the  same  names 
and  in  the  same  order  of  their  ages  as  in  the  1645  will  of  his  pre-deceased  eldest  son  Henry, 
Junior.  The  will  makes  the  testator’s  heir  his  eldest  grandson,  Henry  Ayres,  Gent.,  the  third, 
son  of  Henry  (wife  Isabel)  who  died  at  Ware  in  1645.  The  will,  as  given  before,  speaks  for 
itself. 

At  the  date  of  the  proving  of  this  will,  which  omits  naming  the  testator’s  granddaughter, 
Lettice  Ayres,  (who  if  then  living  would  have  been  aged  about  twenty-eight  years),  Henry 
the  heir  and  eldest  grandson,  was  then  aged  about  thirty-two  years  and  married;  the  grandson 
Edmond  Ayres  thirty  years;  the  grandson  Richard  Ayres  twenty-six  years;  the  grandson 
Francis  twenty-four  years,  and  the  grandson  John  Ayres  twenty-two  years  or  thereabouts, 
by  information  and  belief.  John  is  named  in  the  Visitation  of  London ,  1634,  as  then  having 
been  previously  born,  and  scarcely  could  he  have  been  born  before  1632.  These  ages  are 
practically  approximate  to  the  ages  indicated  by  the  records  of  the  Ayres’  sons  in  Virginia. 
Each  of  these  four  younger  sons  received  one-fourth  part  of  such  “monies  due  to  me  on 
bonds  or  other  specialities,”  meaning  loans  and  debts  due  to  the  testator,  in  all,  when 
divided,  a  comparatively  small  amount  to  the  value  of  the  estate  bequeathed  to  the  eldest 
grandson  Henry  Ayres  the  third,  not  enough  to  warrant  a  legatee  to  incur  expense  to  collect  it. 
This  third  Henry  seems  to  have  rented  the  house  at  Ware  given  by  his  grandfather,  and  to 
have  disposed  of  more  or  less  of  his  malt-business  inheritance  at  Ware;  Hertfordshire,  and 
had  taken  up  his  residence  in  London,  where  he  died  leaving  his  estate  to  his  wife  Agnes. 
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No  other  relative  of  his  appears  to  have  been  then  in  London.  His  will,  as  given  hereinbefore, 
concludes  our  reference  to  him. 

The  bequest  to  the  second  eldest  grandson  in  the  will  of  Henry  Ayres,  Senior,  of  London, 
proved  April  9,  1656,  —  “to  my  grandson  Edmond  Ayres  all  my  lands  in  or  near  Mundin  Co. 
Hertford,”  —  taken  in  connection  with  the  final  long  absence  from  Virginian  records  of 
Mr.  Edmond  Ayres,  with  the  Autumn  of  the  year  following,  may  be  one  of  the  causes  for 
that  departure  therefrom.  There  are  two  Mundens  in  Hertfordshire,  Munden  Magna  (Great 
Munden)  and  Munden  Freville  (Munden  Parva,  Little  Munden).  The  one  in  the  1656 
will  of  Henry  Ayres,  Senior,  of  London,  is  where  lived  with  her  parents  before  her 
marriage,  Henry  Ayres,  Junior’s  (will  1645)  wife  Isabel,  daughter  of  Richard  Newton  of 
Little  Munden,  four  and  a  half  miles  from  Ware,  Hertfordshire.  [Visitation  of  London  163.}, 
Harleian  Society  15,  1,  261]. 

Hereinbefore  it  has  been  made  plain,  without  the  possibility  of  question,  that  of  the 
five  Ayres  kinsmen  who  came  from  England  to  the  Northern  Neck  peninstda  of  Virginia 
between  1651  and  165O,  four  of  them  have  been  disposed  of  in  the  preceding  pages,  viz: 

(1)  — Mr.  William  Ayres,  born  in  1627,  married  in  Rappahannock  County, 
the  spinster-heiress  Ann  Smith,  and  died  there  in  1705  aged  seventy-eight  years, 
intestate  and  without  issue— he  thus  having  outlived  all  of  the  other  four  kinsmen. 

(2)  —  Mr.  Richard  Ayres,  born  circa  1630,  died  young  in  Isle  of  Wight  County, 
in  1663-4,  intestate  and  without  issue  of  record. 

(3)  —  Mr.  Francis  Ayres,  born  circa  1628,  removed  from  the  Rappahannock 
River  in  1656-7,  at  the  instance  of  Nicholas  George,  Sr.,  of  that  county,  to  Isle  of 
Wight  County,  and  soon  afterward  married  the  well-to-do  widow,  Jane,  of 
Nicholas  George’s  partner,  Humphrey  Clarke,  —  Francis  Ayres  dying  testate  in 
1676,  without  issue,  aged  about  forty-eight  years. 

(4)  —  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres,  born  circa  1626,  who,  after  being  of  record  in  June 
1655  in  the  then  Northampton  County,  and  to  October  1657  in  Westmoreland 
County,  disappeared  therefrom  —  evidently  returning  to  England  in  connection 
with  the  matter  of  a  legacy  of  some  land  bequeathed  by  the  will  of  Henry  Ayres, 
of  London,  proved  in  1656. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  add,  for  the  record,  to  the  credit  of  these  four  gentlemen, 
as  well  as  to  their  fifth  kinsman,  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  that  in  no  instance  is  any 
one  of  them  recorded  in  Virginia  as  a  servant,  or  in  any  menial  capacity,  or  as  in  any  degree 
having  violated  any  colonial  law,  or  become  involved  in  any  controversial  litigation  with 
their  neighbors,  either  as  plaintiffs  or  defendants. 

The  fifth  and  youngest  of  these  five  kinsmen,  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  remained 
in  Virginia  except  during  his  seaward  and  coastal  voyages.  He,  having  been  the  only  one  of 
the  five  who  died  in  America  leaving  here  lawful  male  issue  of  his  body,  which  male  heir  of 
his,  in  turn,  left  similar  legal  male  issue,  this  John  Ayres  now  engages  attention  for  further 
revelations  in  detail  concerning  himself,  his  wife  Mary  and  their  children,  namely,  Patience, 
John,  Jr.,  Francis,  Richard,  Henry,  Edmond  and  Ann  Mary. 

John  Ayres,  Master  Mariner 

Born  in  or  about  the  year  1632;  certainly  born  soon  before  1634  as  he  appears  to  be 
named  in  that  year  as  then  being  his  father’s  sixth  child  and  fifth  and  youngest  son.  [. Harleian 
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Society  Publications,  XV,  261].  Born  most  probably  thirty  miles  from  London  in  the  parish 
of  Munden  Freville,  otherwise  known  as  Munden  Parva  (Little  Munden),  where  the  vital 
records  are  lost,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  England— where  his  mother  and  her  parents  lived 
at  the  time  of  her  first  marriage— where  also  his  paternal  grandfather  owned  lands;  not  born 
at  Ware,  five  miles  from  Munden  Parva,  where  his  father  became  a  merchant  and  died; 
as  also  there  died  and  was  buried  that  same  mother,  none  of  whose  six  children  appear  as 
baptized  in  the  now-complete,  ancient  vital  records  of  Ware  parish.  Born,  by  judgment 
upon  record-information  and  belief,  as  son  of  Henry  Ayres,  Junior,  Gent.,  (will  proved  1645) 
and  wife  Isabel  (Newton)  Ayres,  daughter  of  Richard  Newton,  of  Munden  Parva,  Gent.; 
born,  also,  as  grandson  of  Henry  Ayres,  Senior,  of  London  and  Munden  Parva,  Gent., 
(will  proved  1656)  as  cited  hereinbefore.  [ Visitation  of  London,  1634;  Harleian  Society, 
XV,  261]. 

John  Ayres  first  appears  of  record  in  America  on  March  25,  1652,  which  day  was  then 
the  first  day  of  the  new  year  1652.  It  was  a  day  of  more  importance  to  him  than  he  could 
have  expected  beforehand  regardless  of  whether  before  that  day  he  was  on  land  or  water. 
In  what  ship  he  came  across  the  ocean  from  England  is  not  now  of  record;  nor  in  what 
capacity  he  then  arrived;  two  years  afterwards  he  is  indicated  as  a  mariner.  Like  Mr.  William 
Ayres,  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres,  Mr.  Francis  Ayres  and  Richard  Ayres,  he  did  not  come  to  America 

I  as  a’ servant,  all  of  whom  appear  hereinbefore  as  arriving  with  means  enough  soon  to  purchase 
lands.  Certainly,  as  a  young  man  setting  out  from  England  with  an  inheritance  of  some 
money,  plus  self-confidence  and  an  adventurous  spirit,  John  Ayres  early  must  have  become 
fascinated  with  the  sea.  On  its  beckoning  and  forbidding  waves  he  ventured  forth  many 
times.  In  its  waters,  ultimately,  he  entered  suddenly  into  “long  last  rest.”  No  mark  or  sign 
reveals  his  grave  or  the  exact  date  thereof.  Perhaps  he  would  have  preferred  it  so,  yet  not  at 
the  time  thereof,  well  knowing,  as  he  did,  that  it  was  providentially  accepted  as  often  to  be 
the  last  of  earth  and  sea  to  men  who  braved  the  tempests  trusting  to  their  own  skill,  and, 
in  dire  emergency,  to  their  patron  saint,  St.  Nicholas. 

Evidently,  arriving  from  England,  John  Ayres  entered  Virginia  between  the  capes  of 
Charles  and  Henry,  passing  around  Cape  Charles,  northward  to  the  convenient  harbor  on 
the  inner,  or  Chesapeake  Bay,  side  of  Northampton  County.  There  he  was  found  either  on 
board  that  ship,  or  ashore  soon  afterward  by  the  authorities  then  and  there  present  acting 
under  orders  in  behalf  of  the  then  new  government  of  Great  Britain,  and  who  then  made  a 
record  of  John  Ayres’  presence  then  and  there.  It  mattered  not  who  he  was,  how  long  he 
had  been  there,  or  whether  he  intended  there  to  remain  or  to  depart  in  a  few  days  —  he  was 
an  Englishman.  Every  one  such  of  the  age  of  eighteen  years  or  more,  wherever  found  present, 
was  called  upon  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  then  new  government  of  their  old  home- 
country  and  its  colonies.  This  declaration  was  particularly  required  in  Virginia  of  officers 
who  had  been  appointed  by  or  served  under  King  Charles  I,  and  of  those  Cavaliers,  so-called 
1  former  Royalists,  and  gentlemen  and  sons  of  gentlemen  who,  soon  after  the  execution  of 
their  king  Charles  I,  sought  a  greater  freedom  and  the  hope  of  better  fortune  in  Virginia. 
It  was  at  the  time  of  the  high  tide  of  this  outflow  of  excellent  emigrants  from  England  that 
John  Ayres  came  therefrom.  Doubtless,  he  had  not  been  personally  involved  in  England  in 
the  Civil  War,  1642-1648,  either  for  or  against  the  King,  having  been  too  young  then,  and, 
so,  not  subject  to  a  summons  from  the  Commission  for  the  Compounding  of  Royalists. 
His  motive  for  leaving  England  must  have  been  of  personal  inclination  and  adventure  and 
for  opportunities  that  might  arise  therefrom. 

Oliver  Cromwell  late  in  1651  sent  a  naval  force  to  cement  the  adhesion  of  the  people 
then  in  Virginia  to  the  new  government  of  England  called  the  Commonwealth.  The  Articles 
prepared  for  that  allegiance  submitted  to  every  male  person  of  the  age  of  eighteen  years  or 
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over  found  in  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia  were  dated  March  11,  1651.  [Hening’s 
Statutes  at  Large,  I,  263].  That  is  the  date  also  appearing  in  the  caption  to  the  list  of  names 
of  the  persons  found  in  Northampton  County  in  that  month  of  March  who  subscribed  to 
this  allegiance.  The  form  of  the  agreement  was  written  on  that  eleventh  day  of  March  at 
Jamestown;  but  the  signing  thereof  in  some  of  the  counties  occurred  later.  The  actual 
signing  in  Northampton  County  did  not  begin  until  two  weeks  later,  March  25,  1652. 
The  terms  of  the  engagement  did  not  exactly  stipulate  that  the  colony  and  the  people  present 
therein  surrendered  any  of  their  rights  to  the  British  Parliament;  or  that  they  would  be  in 
any  way  penalized,  they  previously  not  having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Civil  War  in 
England,  1642-1648.  By  signing  the  so-called  engagement,  however,  they  did  agree  to  render 
a  peaceable  and  orderly  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  British  Government,  as  dis¬ 
tinctive  from  the  deposed  Charles  II  then  superseded  and  in  exile,  and  as  being  the  govern¬ 
ment  de  facto,  if  not  de  jure.  The  action  of  the  men  then  present  in  Northampton  County, 
which  county  then  included  the  present  area  of  Accomack  County,  exhibits  their  exercise 
of  a  sound  discretion.  The  caption  of  the  oath,  or  engagement,  prepared  for  Northampton 
was:  — 

[Northampton  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Book  /]. 

“The  Engagm’t  tendred  to  ye  Inhabitants  of  Northampton  County  Eleaventh 
of  March  1651,  Ano.  1651. 

Wee  whose  Names  are  subscribed;  doe  hereby  Engage  and  promise  to  bee 
true  and  faithfull  to  the  Commonwealth  of  England  as  it  is  nowe  Established 
without  Kinge  or  House  of  Lords. 

25  March” 

Sixty-three  men  signed  on  that  25th  of  March;  thus  they  signed  on  the  first  day  of  the 
year  1652.  Among  these  signers  were: 

“Jno.  Ayres  Edm.  Scarburgh  Georgius  Hacke 

Nathan’ll  Littleton  Tho.  Johnson  Stephen  Charlton.” 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  more  signed  five  days  later,  on  the 
“Tricessirno  die  Marty”,  1652,  including 

“Jno.  Custis  Rich.  Hill  Wm.  Gower 

J110.  Johnson  Jr.  Charles  Scarburgh  Wm.  Jorden 

Jno  Johnson  Sr.  James  Atkinson  Rich.  Kellam 

Teste  edm.  mathews,  Clr.  Cur. 
liecordare  vicesimo  die  mensis  Augusty  1652. 

26  July  1653,  in  open  Court . Lieft  Spriggs 

subscribed  this  Ingagm’t . Tho.  Spriggs 

edm.  mathews,  Cler.  Cur.  Count.  Northampton.” 

Thus  was  the  “day  of  more  importance  to  John  Ayres  than  he  could  have  expected 
beforehand.”  One  scarcely  can  refrain  from  imagining  that  when  he  signed  he  met  various 
of  the  other  signers  and  conversed  with  them,  such  as,  Col.  Edmond  Scarburgh,  Capt. 
Richard  Hill,  William  Gower,  and  James  Atkinson,  with  each  of  whom,  some  years  later 
when  he  again  came  to  the  Eastern  Shore,  he  had  important  social  and  business  relations; 
particularly  so  with  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  whose  daughter  this  John  Ayres  came  years  later 
to  marry;  and  no  less  particularly  with  William  Gowers  to  whom  John  Ayres  also  may  have 
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been  related  as  this  William  Gowers  bequeathed  in  1668  the  bulk  of  his  estate  to  the 
children  of  this  same  John  Ayres.  But  John  Ayres  on  or  before  March  25,  1652,  came  not  to 
Northampton  County  then  there  to  remain,  or  to  acquire  a  certificate  for  his  headright, 

I  or  to  sell  such  an  headright,  or  to  buy  land.  He  was  then  unmarried.  He  sailed  away;  is  not 
again  of  public  record  on  the  Eastern  Shore  for  about  ten  years.  He  does  not  reappear  in 
Virginia  until  more  than  two  years  after  March  25,  1652,  and  then  it  was  that  he  sailed  into 
the  Rappahannock  River,  bringing  in  a  young  wife  with  him  and  three  other  emigrants, 
unless  he  married  her  after  bringing  her  to  Lancaster  County,  he  not  having  had  her  name 
recorded  there  as  his  headright  until  in  August,  1655,  when  he  started  to  claim  land  on 
those  four  headrights.  That  he  had  brought  in  those  four  persons  some  time  in  1654  is 
reasonably  certain,  for,  the  tax  list  of  Lancaster  County  of  titheables  for  that  year  (dated 
February  6,  ifi54[-5],  Lancaster  County,  Book  I,  page  178)  reveals  that  he  was  taxed  for 
having,  at  the  time  the  tax  was  levied,  three  adult  persons  in  his  abode  either  ashore,  or  on 
his  vessel  within  the  then  jurisdiction  of  Lancaster  County.  One  of  these  three  persons  was 
John  Ayres  himself,  another  his  newly-married  wife,  the  third  was  probably  one  of  tbe  adults 
whom  he  had  brought  into  Lancaster  County.  One  of  these  latter,  named  Henry  Peters, 
seems  to  have  been  then  in  the  employ  of  John  Ayres,  for  this  same  Henry  Peters  had  previ¬ 
ously  arrived  in  Virginia  before  May  10,  1652,  and  then  as  a  headright  bought  by  or  first 
brought  in  by  the  said  Cap.  Richard  Hill  of  Northampton  and  Westmoreland  Counties, 
and  so  utilized  as  a  headright  at  the  same  time  that  this  Capt.  Richard  Hill  also  utilized  the 
headrights  upon  his  own  wife,  Mary  (Drake)  Hill,  and  their  daughter  Mary  Hill.  An  asso¬ 
ciation  between  Richard  Hill,  John  Ayres,  and  Henry  Peters  is  thus  established.  That  the 
association  of  Hill  and  Ayres  continued  increasingly  will  be  evidenced  hereinafter. 

The  second  record  of  John  Ayres  —  with  the  first  record  naming  the  first  wife  of  John 
Ayres  here  follows  (she  is  later  named  as  Joan  in  deeds  of  sale  of  land  by  her  husband): 

[Lancaster  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Lancaster,  Va.  DeecL  ire.,  No.  1,  1652-165'],  page 
208.  Virginia  State  Library,  Richmond,  Virginia.— Photostatic  Copy]. 

“Att  a  Court:  held:  at  ye  house  of  Mr.  Geo.  Taler,  on  the  6th  of  August:  1655 

Present  Mr.  James  Bagnall  Mr.  Georg  Taler 

Mr.  Wm.  Underwood  Mr.  Tho:  Lucas 

Mr.  Andr:  Gibson  Mr.  Rich.  Parrett 

Cert,  of  Land  is  granted  to  Jo:  Eyers  for  Transportacon  of  foure  psons  Viz1. 

John  Tayler  Joan  Eyers 

Elnor  Gill  Hen:  Peeters.” 

This  certificate  is  evidence  that  John  and  Joan  Ayres  were  personally  known  to  the 
court  which  issued  it.  It  must  have  been  promptly  sent  by  John  Ayres  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Colony  of  Virginia  for  action  on  it  by  the  Governor  and  Council  for  the  grant  of  the  land 
was  issued  by  the  latter  two  and  a  half  months  after  the  date  of  the  certificate.  This  procedure 
by  John  Ayres  is  an  indication  of  his  desire  to  establish  a  home  ashore  of  his  own  for  his  wife 
and  for  himself  when  he  was  not  afloat  on  some  maritime  business.  The  original  grant  of  the 
patent  reached  John  Ayres  after  being  recorded  by  a  clerk  in  the  Virginia  Land  Office.  That 
clerk  made  an  error  in  recording  it  by  writing  the  name  John  in  the  place  where  the  certificate 
called  for  “Joan”,  the  clerk  evidently  not  being  personally  acquainted  with  either  person, 
John  or  Joan.  That  clerks  in  the  early  Land  Office  made  errors  in  transcribing  is  well  known 
to  modern  professional  examiners  of  their  records.  The  clerks  usually  omitted  to  record  the 
formal  introductory  phrases  of  a  patent: 
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[Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book  No.  4,  1655  to  1664,  pages  5  and  6]: 


“JOHN  AYRES 
200 

ACRES 


whereas  ScC.-Now  Know  ye  that  I  the  said  Edward  Diggs,  Esq. 
►  do  give  and  grant  unto  john  ayres  Two  hundred  Acres  of  Land 
upon  the  South  Side  of  Rappahannock  River,  Beginning  upon  a 
branch  near  adjoining  to  the  Land  of  William  Clapham,*  extending  itself  South 
upon  the  River  toward  a  certain  Creek  100  Perches,  thence  into  the  woods  a  Mile 
afterwards  the  aforesaid  Course  Opposite,  Whereby  a  Quadranglef  is  formed.  The 
said  Land  being  due  unto  the  said  john  ayres  for  the  Transportation  of  Four  Per¬ 
sons  into  the  Colony  &c.— . —  To  have  and  To  Hold  Sec . Yielding 

and  Paying  8cc.  . .  Which  payment  is  to  be  made  8cc .  Dated  the 

24th  of  October  1655. 

[Head  Rights]:  John  Taylor,  John  [should  be  ‘Joan’]  Ayres,  Elinor  Gill, 
Henry  Peters.”  [The  ancient  clerk-recorder  omitted  to  add  the  customary  signatures 
of  Governor  Edward  Diggs  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Colony]. 


That  John  Ayres  was  inspired  by  the  fact  of  his  marriage  (no  exact  date  of  which  in  1654 
now  exists)  to  take  advantage  of  his  opportunities  promptly  to  acquire  more  land  is  disclosed 
jDy  his  having  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  another  claim  to  land,  based 
on  four  other  headrights,  in  time  for  it  to  be  acted  upon  on  the  same  day  as  his  aforesaid  claim, 
the  patent  of  which  was  recorded  next  to  the  record  of  the  above  previous  patent.  The  ancient 
clerk  erred  in  his  recording  an  abstract  of  this  patent;  his  word  “about”  should  be  above: 


[Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book  No.  4,  1655  to  1664,  page  4]. 


“JOHN  AYRES1 
250 

ACRES 


to  all  Sec .  whereas.  Now  Know  ye  that  I  the  said 

Edward  Diggs,  Esq.  &c.  give  and  grant  unto  john  ayres,  Two 
hundred  and  fifty  Acres  of  Land  situate,  lying  and  being  on  the 
North  side  of  Rappahannock  River  about  [above]  the  plantation  of  Mr.  William 
Smart,  Bounding  South  West  upon  the  said  River,  South  East  upon  the  Land  of 
the  said  Smart,  North  West  upon  a  line  of  Marked  trees,  running  North  East  320 
Poles  from  the  River  into  the  Main  Woods,  the  said  Land  being  due  unto  the  said 
john  ayres  by  and  for  the  Transportation  of  five  persons  into  the  Colony  Sec. 

. . .  To  Have  and  to  Hold  8cc . .  Yielding  and  paying  Sec . 

Which  payment  is  to  be  made  Sec . Dated  the  24th  of  October  1655. 

[Head  Rights]:  Barnaby  Johnson,  James  Pearson,  Thomas  Hart,  Elnor  Hart.” 


[Note:  The  text  of  the  record  mentions  “five  persons”;  four  only  were  recorded 
at  the  end  of  the  patent.  If  five  was  correct,  and  the  number  of  acres  indicates  that 
it  was  correct,  then  the  fifth  person  would  seem  to  have  been  John  Ayres  himself, 


*  This  gentleman's  wife,  Sarah,  in  Virginia,  received  a  legacy  of  £40.  (now  about  Si  (jo.)  by  the  will  of  Richard  Ayres, 
of  Bermondsey,  Surrey,  a  citizen  and  leather-seller  of  London,  England,  dated  August  8,  1646.  She  then  had  been  in 
the  same  region  of  the  Rappahannock  River  with  her  husband  for  some  time.  The  will  does  not  state  the  degree  of 
relationship  between  her  and  that  testator.  [Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  register  Essex.  46].  Yet,  it  seems  certain 
to  us  that  John  Ayres,  as  well  as  his  kinsman,  Mr.  William  Ayres,  who  later  settled  on  five  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres 
very  near  both  Mr.  William  Clapham  Sr.,  and  John  Ayres’  lands,  were  all  acquainted  with  each  other.  [Virginia  Land 
Office,  Patent  Book  No.  6,  page  48].  John  Ayres,  Master  Mariner,  had  repeated  dealings  hereinafter  in  real  estate  with 
Captain  Alexander  Fleming,  whose  daughter  married  Robert  Payne  of  Rappahannock  County,  Gentleman.  The  latter 
in  his  will  of  March  21,  1671,  bequeathed,  in  reversion,  all  his  lands  to  William  Clapham  (the  younger),  Alexia  Fleming, 
and  Mary  Clapham;  while  Capt.  Alexander  Fleming’s  widow,  Joyce,  married,  thirdly.  Major  Lawrence  Washington, 
of  Rappahannock  County,  brother  of  Col.  John  Washington  of  Wakefield.  The  Washingtons,  Claphams,  Flemings, 
Paynes,  Capt.  Richard  Hill  and  John  Ayres  were  mutually  well  acquainted  as  prominent  men. 

t  A  tract  of  one  hundred  perches  in  width  along  the  river,  and  extending,  in  that  width  for  one  mile  inland  therefrom 
in  form  of  a  parallelogram. 
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and  to  have  brought  in  these  persons  upon  a  return  voyage  separate  from  his  other 
grant  of  two  hundred  acres]. 

These  two  grants  aforecited  were  before  the  creation  of  old  Rappahannock  County  in 
December,  1656,  from  the  upper  part  of  Lancaster  County.  The  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  the  above  second  grant  extended  three  hundred  and  twenty  poles  from  the  Rappahannock 
northeastward  towards  but  not  near  to  another  grant  to  John  Ayres  of  land  that  lay  northeast 
of  the  southern  boundary  line  of  Westmoreland  County.  This  latter  other  land  was  a  direct 
purchase  from  Rice  Jones,  viz: 

[Westmoreland  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Montross,  Original  Court  Order 
Book  1653  to  1659,  folio  80  dorso]. 

“jones  J  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Rice  Jones,  me  my  heirs  or  assigns 
to  [have  sold  unto  John  aires  to  him  his  heirs  or  assigns  all  my  right  title  and 
aires  I  Interest  of  plantation  and  the  pattent  that  doth  belong  to  me  with  all 
houses  and  orchards.  Witness  my  hand  this  16th  day  of  June  1657.  This  I  do  bind 
myself  to  Acknowledge  in  the  next  Court  or  my  assigns  and  the  pattent  as  witness 
my  hand  the  1 6th  of  J une  1657. 

*  RICE  JONES 

Witness— Alexander  Baynham,  Thomas  Blagg. 

20th  August  1657.  This  assignment  was  Acknowledged  in  Court  by  the  said 
Jones  and  recorded.” 

The  location  of  this  land  is  indicated  by  the  record  of  Rice  Jones’  original  acquisition  of 
it  when  it  was  in  Lancaster  County  in  1652,  a  year  before  Westmoreland  County  was  set  off, 
viz: 

‘‘Rice  Jones,  88  acres,  Lancaster  County,  2  September,  1652;  upon  the  North 
side  of  Rappahannock  River,  North  &  West  upon  land  of  Edward  Harris,  deceased, 
&  South  by  East  upon  a  creek  dividing  this  and  land  of  Richard  Coleman.  For  the 
transportation  of  two  persons,  George  Slight  and  Robert  Parry.”  [Virginia  Land 
Office,  Patent  Book  No.  3,  page  208]. 


Thus,  it  appears  that  this  land  in  the  narrow  part  of  the  then  (1652)  Lancaster  County 
was  (as  we  have  shown  in  our  previous  note  about  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres),  extended  northward 
inland  from  the  Rappahannock  River  and  to  near  that  southeastern  section  of  the  (1653) 
Westmoreland  land  acquired  by  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres.  Neither  the  latter’s  nor  John  Ayres’ 
(Rice  Jones’)  land  reached  the  1653  boundary  between  Lancaster  and  Westmoreland  Coun¬ 
ties.  However,  the  proximity  of  this  land  of  John  Ayres  to  the  land  of  Mr.  Edmond  Ayres 
may  be  significant  of  their  personal  relationship,  and  is  the  reason  for  this  observation.  John 
Ayres  had  an  opportunity  to  sell  the  same  land  of  his,  but  then  was  pre  occupied  elsewhere, 
so  he  appointed  an  attorney: 


[Westmoreland  County,  Va.  Court  Orders  1653  to  folio  91  dorso]: 

“airs  ]  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  john  airs  doe  make  Constitute  and 
to  Ordain  Richard  Browne  my  true  and  lawfull  atorney  for  and  in  my  name 
brown  to  give  an  assurance  of  my  fifty  acres  of  land  unto  Francis  Jordan  at  the 
next  Court  with  a  full  power  and  authority  as  if  my  self  were  there  personally. 
Witness  my  hand  this  3rd  December,  1657. 

JOHN  airs 
Teste  rice  jones 

Philip  Silvester  21st  December  1657.  This  letter  of  Attorney  was  recorded.” 


" 
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“airs  "I  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Richard  Brown  Attorney  of 
by  his  John  Airs  doe  assign  over  all  the  right  title  and  Imerest  that  the  said 
attorney  l  Airs  hath  to  this  bill  of  sale  unto  Francis  Jordan,  his  heirs  and  assignes 
to  forever.  Witness  my  hand  the  21st  December  1657. 

JORDAN  RICHARD  BROWN 

Witness:  Gerrard  Fowke,  Thomas  Wilsford. 

21st  December  1657.  This  assignment  was  acknowledged  in  Court  by  the  said 
Richard  Brown  attorney  of  the  said  John  Airs  and  recorded.” 

[Westmoreland  Court  Order  Book  1653  to  1659,  folio  80  dorso]. 


It  is  certain  that  John  Ayres  had  established  by  1655  his  quarters  ashore  in  Sittenbourne 
Parish,  Rappahannock  County,  on  the  south  side  of  the  broad  river  of  that  name,  and  began 
to  erect  buildings  thereon  and  to  develop  the  land;  equally  certain  that  he  made  several  voy¬ 
ages  after  1655,  probably  coastal  such  as  to  Maryland  or  to  the  Delaware  River,  or  even  to 
the  West  Indies,  and  brought  in  more  emigrants  to  Virginia,  and  obtained  land  for  their  head- 
rights  and,  thus,  accumulating  more  land  than  he  needed  for  his  own  use,  sold  various  parcels 
at  a  profit.  His  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahannock  River  was  in  the  parish  of  North 
Farnham.  In  1662  he  presented  a  claim  for  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  in  Sitten¬ 
bourne  Parish  for  having  brought  into  Virginia  seven  more  persons  to  inhabit.  The  land  thus 
claimed  adjoined  the  land  that  he  had  received  in  1655.  Upon  receiving  the  grant  he  paid 
the  county  of  Rappahannock  to  enter  upon  its  records  a  full  copy  of  the  original  document 
of  that  patent.  That  was  fortunate,  indeed,  for  the  Virginia  Land  Office  now  has  no  copy  of 
that  patent,  if  it  ever  recorded  the  patent  after  its  grant.  Fortunately,  also,  is  the  fact  that  the 
ancient  clerk  of  Rappahannock  County  recorded  the  only  copy  of  an  entire  patent  that  was 
granted  to  John  Ayres;  hence  we  now  can  cite  the  entire  instrument:  — 


[Rappahannock  (now  Essex)  County,  Va.,  Deed  Book  2— page  319]: 

“to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  I  Sr.  William  Berkeley  Knt.  Gov- 
ernour  and  Capt.  Gen11  of  Virg;L  send  greeting  in  our  Lord  God  everlasting 
whereas  by  instructions  from  the  Kings  most  Excellent  Maty— directed  to  me  and 
the  Counsell  of  State  his  Maty— was  graciously  pleased  to  authorize  me  the  sd. 
Governour  and  Councell  to  grant  Pattents  and  assign  such  proportions  of  Land 
to  all  adventurers  and  planters  as  have  been  usual  hereof  in  the  like  cases  Either 
for  adventurers  of  money  or  transportation  of  people  into  this  colony  according 
to  a  charter  of  orders  from  the  late  treasurer  &  company  and  that  the  same  pro¬ 
portion  of  fifty  acres  of  Land  be  granted  and  assigned  for  every  person  transported 
hither  [worn— hole  in  the  paper]  Midsomer  1625  and  that  the  same  course  be  con¬ 
tinued  to  every  planter  &  adventurer  till  it  shall  be  otherwise  determined  by  his 
Maty. 

“now  know  ye  that  I  the  sd.  Sir  William  Berkeley  Knt.  do  with  the  consent  of 
Counsell  of  State  accordingly  give  and  grant  unto  john  aiers  three  hundred  twenty 
six  acres  and  forty  perches  of  Land  lying  on  the  South  side  of  Rappahannock  River 
beginning  at  a  Spanish  oak  being  a  corner  tree  of  another  devident  of  the  sd  Aiers 
and  extendeth  it  self  South  West  sixty  perches  to  a  red  oak  on  the  west  side  of  a 
creek  which  devideth  it  from  the  Land  of  Vallentine  Allen  thence  South  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  four  perches  to  a  small  oak  by  the  creek  side  thence  South  West  by  west 
one  hundred  and  one  and  twenty  perches  [hole  in  the  paper]  North  West  Westerly 
three  hundred  Sixty  two  perches.  Lastly  Easterly  along  the  above  bounds  four 
hundred  perches  to  the  place  where  it  began  the  sd  Land  due  to  the  said  joiin 
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aiers  by  and  for  the  transportation  of  Seaven  persons  into  the  colony  whose  names 
are  all  in  the  records  mentioned  under  this  Pattent. 

“to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Land  [hole  in  the  paper]  share  of  all  mines  and 
mineralls  therein  contained  with  all  rights  and  [hole  in  the  paper]  of  Hunting 
Hawking  Fishing  and  Fowling  With  all  Woods  waters  &  rivers  [hole  in  the  paper] 
proffits  comodities  and  hereaditaments  whatsoever  belonging  to  the  said  Land 
to  him  the  said  john  aiers  his  heirs  and  assignes  forever  in  as  large  and  ample 
manner  to  all  [hole  in  the  paper]  Purposes  as  is  expressed  in  a  Charter  of  orders 
[hole  in  the  paper]  the  late  treasurer  [hole  in  the  paper]  dated  the  18th  of  9ber  1618 
or  by  consequence  may  be  justly  collected  out  of  the  same  [hole  in  the  paper]  of 
the  Letters  patterns  whereon  they  are  grounded  to  be  held  of  our  sovereign  [hole 
in  the  paper]  King  his  heirs  and  successors  for  ever  as  of  his  manner  [manor]  of  east 
Greenwich  [hole  in  paperjcommon  soccage  R:  not  in  Capite  nor  by  knts.  service, 
yealding  and  paying  to  our  said  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  and  successors 
for  every  fifty  acres  of  land  hereby  granted  yearly  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michaell  the 
Archangel  the  fee  rent  of  one  shilling  which  paymt.  is  to  be  made  seaven  years  after 
the  date  hereof  and  not  before  according  to  the  sd  charter  of  orders  and  since 
confirmed  by  his  Maty’s  instructions  as  also  by  act  of  Assembly  the  second  of  March 
1642. 

“Provided  that  if  the  sd  john  aiers  his  heirs  and  assignes  do  not  seat  or  plant 
or  cause  to  be  planted  or  seated  upon  the  sd  Land  within  three  years  next  Ensuing 
that  then  it  shall  or  may  be  lawfull  for  any  adventurer  or  planter  to  make  choise 
and  seat  there  upon. 

“Given  at  James  City  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  the  Colony  this  13th  of  9ber 
1662  and  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  Reigne  of  our  sovereign  Lord  King  Charles 
the  second  etc., 

WILLIAM  BERKELEY 
THO.  LUDWELL  SeCT.” 

The  names  of  the  seven  persons  whom  John  Ayres  thus  brought  in  were  not  recorded 
by  the  ancient  clerk  of  Rappahannock  County,  and  they  are  not  to  be  found  at  the  Virginia 
Land  Office.  On  the  same  day  that  Governor  Berkeley  granted  those  three  hundred  and 
twenty-six  acres  of  land,  the  governor  also  acted  upon  another  claim  which  this  master 
mariner,  John  Ayres,  had  previously  sent  in,  and  for  three  more  headlights.  This  grant  of 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  acres  adjoined  the  land  previously  granted  to  John  Ayres.  This 
patent  is  also  not  to  be  found  in  the  existing  records  of  the  Virginia  Land  Office: 

[Rappahannock  (now  Essex)  County,  Va.,  Deed  Book  2,  page  273]: 

“to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  I  Sr.  William  Berkeley  Knt.  Gov- 
ernour  and  Capt.  General  of  Virginia  Send  greeting  Whereas  R:c. 

“Now  know  ye  that  I  the  said  Sr.  William  Berkeley  Knt.  do  with  the  consent  of 
the  Councell  of  State  accordingly  give  and  grant  unto  john  ayres  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  acres  of  Land  lying  and  being  on  the  south  side  of  Rappahannock 
River  beginning  at  a  marked  Beach  at  the  lower  side  of  the  Land  of  Mr.  Robert 
Tomlyn  and  extendeth  it  self  South  South  West  paralell  to  the  said  Land  [a  word 
missing  here]  ninety  eight  perches  to  a  white  oak  thence  East  Seventy  five  perches 
South  South  East  one  hundred  perches  parolell  to  other  Land  of  the  said  Ayres  to 
a  white  oak  on  the  East  side  of  the  creek  thence  North  East  Northerly  forty  perches 
to  the  head  of  William  Greys  Land  Lastly  North  West  Northerly  two  hundred 
twenty  eight  perches  to  the  place  where  it  first  began  the  said  Land  being  Due  to 
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the  said  John  Ayres  by  and  for  the  transportation  of  three  persons  into  this  colony 
whose  names  are  in  the  Records  mentioned  under  this  Pattent. 

“to  have  and  to  hold  &c  to  be  held  Rrc  Yealding  and  paying  as  provided  etc. 
Given  at  James  City  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  the  Colony  this  13th  of  gljer  1662 
and  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  Charles  the 
Second. 

WILLIAM  BERKELEY 

tho.  ludwell,  Seer.” 

Sometime  during  the  year  1662,  or  not  long  before,  John  Ayres  made  a  voyage  outside 
of  Virginia  either  with  or  for  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  or,  at  least,  in  a  final  connection  with  Capt. 
Hill,  for  upon  his  return  he  allowed  Capt.  Hill  the  right  to  his  (John  Ayres’)  headright. 
Capt.  Hill,  who  had  been  residing  upon  some  of  his  own  lands  in  Westmoreland  County 
bordering  upon  Potomac  River  harbors  (within  an  hour’s  ride  ahorse  from  lands  of  John 
Ayres,  the  Mariner,  along  the  Rappahannock  River) ,  and  had  by  or  before  then  begun  to 
contemplate  removing  permanently  to  his  other  lands  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  and 
as  well,  to  add  to  his  possessions  thereon,  obtained  on  October  29th,  1662,  a  certificate  for 
one  thousand  acres  of  land  for  twenty  headl  ights  that  he  had  secured.  [Northampton  County, 
Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Order  Book  VIII,  page  142].  Whether  John  Ayres  had  brought  in 
these  emigrants  and  sold  their  headrights  to  Capt.  Hill,  or,  as  a  partner,  with  Hill  in  the 
transaction,  is  not  specified  in  any  record;  but  he  did  convey  to  Hill  all  rights  that  lie  had. 
This  is  shown  not  only  by  the  fact  that  John  Ayres  is  named  as  the  first  man  among  those 
twenty  headrights,  but  he  is  named  not  only  in  the  said  certificate  of  October  29th,  1662,  but, 
as  well,  in  the  formal  patent  granted  to  Hill,  as  a  result  of  that  certificate,  on  the  same  twenty 
headrights  on  February  23rd,  1663.  That  Hill  and  Ayres,  who  first  must  have  met  each  other 
in  the  week  of  March  25-29,  1652,  in  Northampton  County,  when  both  were  then  present 
there  and  signed  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Commonwealth,  met  again  upon  this  said 
marine  importation  transaction,  indicated  by  the  said  certificate  of  October  29th,  1662,  is 
obvious,  as  also  that  they  met  at  times  afterwards,  as  will  soon  appear  of  record.  Just  where 
along  the  shores  of  the  southeastern  Potomac  River,  or  on  the  Rappahannock,  or  even  pos¬ 
sibly  on  the  western  side  of  the  Eastern  Shore  these  emigrants  in  whole  or  in  part  landed,  it 
is  now  impossible  to  state.  It  did  not  matter  where  they  landed;  the  vital  thing  is  that  Richard 
Hill  decided  that  he  wanted  the  land  to  be  granted  to  him  to  be  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  and 
that  is  why  he  obtained  his  certificate  there,  and,  consequently,  the  land  later  granted  was 
selected  in  the  then  Northampton  County.  Among  the  names  of  the  twenty  headrights  given, 
in  the  same  patent  to  Richard  Hill  is  that  of  Robert  Davis.  This  is  the  name  of  the  man  who 
later  became  clerk  of  the  court  of  Rappahannock  County,  and  his  land  in  that  county 
adjoined  the  land  of  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  as  is  proved  in  John  Ayres’  patent  of 
September  25,  1665.  [Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book  No.  5,  page  396  (455) ,  and  page  397 
(457)  ].  Moreover,  this  Robert  Davis  is  the  man  who,  when  John  Ayres  later  on  sold  out  all 
of  his  lands  in  Rappahannock  County,  after  the  death  of  his  young  wife,  Joan  Ayres,  and 
removed  to  Accomack  County,  bought  of  this  same  John  Ayres  that  same  land  that  adjoined 
the  land  of  the  same  Robert  Davis,  as  is  shown  in  Rappahannock-  (Essex)  County,  Clerk’s 
Office,  Tappahannock,  Deeds  &  Wills  No.  1 ,  1665-1667 ,  pages  102-103.  While  one  may  ask  if 
Robert  Davis  went  on  a  voyage  from  the  Rappahannock  and  was  brought  back  to  Virginia  by 
or  for  Richard  Hill,  or  John  Ayres,  and  disposed  of  his  headright  to  Hill,  there  is  now  no 
further  direct  conclusive  record-proof  thereon.  Nevertheless,  it  is  certain  that  these  three  men 
were  personally  acquainted.  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  Senior’s  patent,  following  his  said  certificate 
and  naming  “Jno.  Ayres”,  was  issued  February  23rd,  1663,  “for  one  thousand  acres,  at  Hunt¬ 
ing  Creek,  Accomack  County,  and  running  Westerly  down  the  said  Creek  and  Southerly 
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towards  Deep  Creek.”  [Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book  No.  5,  page  273  (221)].  John 
Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  settled  in  that  locality  several  years  later,  as  will  be  proved  here¬ 
inafter,  and  before  removing  thereto  from  Rappahannock  County,  he  spent  some  time  in 
Accomack  County  and  became  taxable  there  because  of  his  visits  thereto  or  on  something  he 
there  owned  alone  or  in  some  connection  with  Richard  Hill.  Before  permanently  settling 
there  as,  also,  did  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  who  lived  for  a  few  years  in  Westmoreland  County, 
John  Ayres  was  active  in  realizing  money  upon  additional  headlights  that  he  alone  had 
acquired,  and  in  selling  other  lands  in  Rappahannock  County.  His  next  acquisition  of  land 
was  in  collecting  what  had  become  due  to  him  for  bringing  into  Virginia,  as  a  speculation, 
eight  more  emigrants.  Wherefrom  he  imported  them  no  man  knoweth.  A  few  years  later  we 
find  a  record  of  him  as  present  in  the  West  Indies  that  names  his  vessel  as  the  sloop  Hopewell: 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book  No.  5,  page  396  (455)].  Abstract: 

‘‘john  ayres,  378  acres  on  the  South  side  of  Rappahannock  River,  in  the 
freshes,  beginning  at  South  West  corner  of  land  belonging  to  John  Meder,  running 
South  South  West  &c  to  trees  dividing  this  &:  land  of  Robert  Davies,  thence  North 
forty-two  perches  to  a  branch  of  Potobaco  Creek,  thence  North  North  East  to  land 
'  of  John  Meder  &c.,  25  September,  1665— Transportation  of  eight  persons,  Wm. 

Brumwell,  Wm.  Bowlewar,  Jno.  Leatherland,  Tho.  Strange,  Rebecca  Browne, 
Wm.  Langdale,  James  Bush,  Michael  Parramore.” 

This  is  the  last  grant  of  land  in  Rappahannock  County  sought  for  or  obtained  by  John 
Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  who  in  one  deed  calls  himself  ‘‘Planter”,  in  the  Northern  Neck 
of  Virginia.  Perhaps  he  transported  some  tobacco  and  may  have  raised  some  on  his  own  home- 
place.  He  began  trading  and  selling  some  of  his  other  lands  as  early  as  February  16th,  1G62, 
excepting  the  tract  that  he  lived  on  with  his  wife  Joan  when  ashore.  She  signed  deeds  of  sale 
with  him  and  signed  formal  waivers  of  her  dower  rights  until  November  20th,  1663,  after 
which  she  signed  no  more,  and  is  never  again  of  record  anywhere.  There  are  no  vital  records 
of  death  or  burial  for  that  period  of  Sittenbourne  Parish  in  which  she  lived,  and  died.  She 
did  not  leave  a  will,  administration  or  inventory,  nor  is  there  any  indication  that  she  left  a 
young  child.  She,  arriving  in  Virginia  as  a  young  woman,  and  dying  without  property  other 
than  her  right  of  dower,  there  was  no  occasion  for  either  a  will,  administration,  or  inventory 
relating  to  any  thing  of  hers.  This  indicates  that  she  had  no  heir  in  Virginia  other  than  her 
husband.  Her  right  of  dower  ceased  with  her  death  and  was  not  legally  transferable  to  any 
third  person  had  there  been  such  an  one.  The  cessation  of  her  co-grantorship  and  of  her 
waivers  of  her  dower  rights  in  the  sale  of  lands  by  herself  and  her  husband  after  November 
20th,  1663,  and  particularly  of  their  home-place,  indicates  that  she  died  soon  after  that 
November  20th,  1663.  That  her  husband  then  looked  forward  to  selling  the  home-place, 
which  he  did,  and  married  again  to  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  who,  also,  sold  out  his 
lands  and  buildings  in  the  adjoining  Westmoreland  at  near  to  the  same  time  and  removed 
to  Accomack  County,  is  proved  by  Accomack  records  of  both  John  Ayres  and  Capt.  Richard 
Hill  and  of  the  marriage  of  John  Ayres  to  Captain  Hill’s  daughter,  Mary.  There  are  no 
marriage  records  now  extant  of  Sittenbourne  Parish,  or  of  the  county  of  Rappahannock,  or 
anywhere  in  Westmoreland  County  as  early  as  1670  or  before.  At  the  time  of  the  marriage, 
1664,  and  until  November,  1665,  the  bride’s  parents  are  recorded  as  being  on  their  land  at 
Wakefield,  Washington  Parish,  Westmoreland  County,  viz: 

[Westmoreland  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Montross,  Va.  Liber  Wills  &  Deeds  No.  i, 
page  264].  Abstract: 

‘‘Richard  Hill  and  wife  Mary  agreement  to  sell  to  Robert  Porter  and  Peter 
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Gramer  dated  29th  May,  1665,  the  250  acres  of  land  whereon  we  now  live  lying  and 
being  upon  Fishing  Creek  *  betwixt  the  land  of  Richard  Griffin  and  Lawrence 

Abbington  f .  quietly  and  peacably  to  give  and  lawfully  possess  the  said 

Peter  and  Robert  of  the  said  land  and  houseing  with  appurtenances  belonging  to 
the  said  land  at  or  upon  the  10th  of  November  next,  [1665], 

6th  September  1665.  Acknowledged  in  Court  by  the  said  Richard  Hill  and 
Mary  his  wife.” 

Thus  Mary  Hill’s  parents  held  possession  in  Westmoreland  until  November  10th,  1665, 
and  John  Ayres  sold  out  his  home  and  land  on  the  Rappahannock  River  in  Sittenbourne 
Parish,  Rappahannock  County,  on  July  11th,  1 666,  as  the  deed  of  sale  thereof  hereinafter 
proves.  The  distance  from  the  head  of  Pope’s  Creek,  Westmoreland,  where  Richard  Hill 
lived  southward  to  the  Rappahannock  River  nearly  opposite  the  Ayres’  land,  is  between  five 
and  six  miles;  that  is  the  narrow  part  of  the  peninsula,  and  where  the  Rappahannock  is 
narrower  than  a  half-mile.  If,  as  seems  reasonable,  the  marriage  occured  at  the  home  of  the 
bride’s  parents,  that  would  mean  at  Wakefield.  Though  John  Ayres  was  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years  older  than  Mary  Hill,  subsequent  records  show  that  the  marriage  was  satisfactory  to  all 
concerned  as  these  two  families  appear  in  the  records  as  closely  united  thereafter. 

Both  Richard  Hill  and  John  Ayres  removed  to  Accomack  County,  as  one  outcome  of 
this  marriage,  and  there  they  remained  close  together  on  adjoining  estates  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  lives  of  each.  Richard  and  Mary  (Drake)  Llill  had  left  Westmoreland  and 
resumed  by  November,  1G55,  their  earlier  connections  in  person  with  their  other  kin  in 
Accomack  County.  That  John  and  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres  did  not  leave  for  Accomack  before 
the  following  Spring  of  1GGG  is  indicated,  first,  by  the  fact  of  his  sale  of  the  last  of  his  land 
and  home-housing  in  Rappahannock  County  in  July  1666;  at  which  time  his  wife  Mary  was 
not  over  twenty  years  of  age,  if  quite  that,  and,  secondly,  by  the  evidence  that  their  son  John 
Ayres,  Jr.,  was  born  in  that  county.  This  son  grew  up  to  be  a  mariner,  as  was  his  father,  and 
this  son’s  gravestone  now  extant  in  Greenbush,  near  Accomack,  on  Drake’s  Neck,  (so  named 
for  his  maternal  grandfather,  Robert  Drake) ,  [see  the  Richard  Hill  Monograph],  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  bears  the  inscription:  “In  Memory  of  John  Ayres,  Mariner,  of  Rappahannock 
County,  Virginia,  who  settled  in  Accomack,  xvas  born  1666,  died  1702.” 

His  father,  John,  was  dead  in  1702.  On  June  5th,  1G91,  this  son,  John  Ayres,  Junior, 
made  a  deposition  in  which  he  testified  under  oath  that  he  was  then  aged  twenty-four  years 
or  thereabouts.  [Accomack  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Va.  Court  Order  Book  1690- 
1697,  page  34].  How  many  months  or  weeks  it  was  after  his  twenty-fourth  birthday  is  not 
known;  but  there  may  have  been  enough  time  over  the  twenty-fourth  birthday  to  carry  his 
birth  back  into  16GG— the  term  ‘‘‘thereabouts”  usually  having  been  employed  to  mean  that 
the  birthday  had  been  passed  by  sufficiently,  by  some  months,  to  render  the  use  of  the  word 
of  importance;  and  as  he  and  his  sister,  Patience  Ayres,  and  brother  Francis  Ayres  were  given 
bequests  in  the  will  (cited  in  full  hereinafter)  of  William  Gowers,  dated  July  31st,  1GG8, 
proved  January  5th,  1668-9,  this  John  Ayres,  Junior,  unquestionably  was  born  well  back  into 
the  year  16G6.  As  his  Christian  name  implies,  he  may  be  properly  considered  to  have  been 
the  first  son  of  his  namesake  father.  Either  John  or  his  sister  Patience  was  the  first  child  of 
John  and  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres. 

These  parents  certainly  married  in  1664,  when  the  bride  was  aged  about  eighteen  years, 
she  having  been  born  in  1646,  as  she  had  testified  under  oath.  [Accomack  County,  Deeds  & 
Wills— Order  Book  1678-82,  page  259].  Three  of  the  first  children  of  John  and  Mary  (Hill) 


*  Later  renamed  Pope’s  Creek. 

f  Abbington’s  land  then  embraced  the  site  on  which  George  Washington  was  born  in  1731-2. 
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Ayres  were  born  by  or  before  July  30th,  1668.  Without  our  having  the  intention  of  pressing 
an  argument  in  favor  of  any  one  child  of  the  first  three  children  against  another  as  to  the 
order  of  their  births,  we  may  mention  an  occasional  occurrence,  or  custom,  in  the  making  of 
old  wills,  to  wit:  that  when  a  testator  lived  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  after  making  a 
will,  kept  secretly  in  his  own  custody,  as  did  William  Gowers,  who  did  not  die  until  about 
five  months  afterward,  such  a  testator  at  times  would  insert  into  his  will  the  name  of  a  child 
born  between  the  date  on  the  will  and  the  time  of  the  testator’s  death,  and  the  will  thus 
slightly  amended  proceeded  to  be  proved  in  court  soon  after  the  demise  of  the  testator.  We 
are  constrained  to  observe,  however,  that  such  an  occurrence  is  not,  in  the  present  case,  a 
necessary  alternative  as  to  the  time  of  a  birth  of  the  third  of  the  first  three  children  of  John 
and  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres.  Nor  need  one  imagine  that  two  of  those  first  three  children  were 
twins.  Four  consecutive  years  often  embraces  the  births  of  three  successive  children.  It  is 
essential,  first,  to  state  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  subsequent  records  of  the  entire  life  of 
Francis  Ayres,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres,  to  suggest  that  he  was  born  before  1668; 
secondly,  he  did  not  become  of  record  as  a  tithable  adult  until  1688.  [Accomac  Tithables 
1663-1695];  and,  thirdly,  that  neither  of  the  three  other  children  of  the  same  parents,  namely, 
Richard,  Henry  and  Edmond  Ayres,  of  John  and  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres,  were  born  during  the 
life-time  of  the  said  William  Gowers;  fourthly,  that  their  elder  brother,  John  Ayres,  Junior, 
assuredly  was  born  as  he  testified  in  court  and  as  his  gravestone  records  some  time  in  the  year 
1666;  and,  fifthly,  that  when  he  became  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  1687  he  was  then  first 
included  in  the  list  of  tithable  adults  of  Accomack  County,  Virginia;  and  sixthly,  that  there 
is  ample  proof  in  the  1688  will  of  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  these  six 
children,  that  they  were  the  children  of  his  daughter,  Mary  Hill,  who  married  first,  as  his 
second  wife,  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner,  as,  also,  proof  in  subsequent  deeds  to  land  in 
Accomack  County  cited  hereinafter. 

John  Ayres,  Senior,  the  Master  Mariner,  acquired  six  separate  tracts  of  land  in  Rappa¬ 
hannock  County,  Virginia,  comprising  1318  acres  altogether.  The  records  of  his  sales  of  the 
land  constitute  evidence  of  such  importance,  upon  several  features  of  his  career  in  that  county 
and  upon  the  sea,  that  the  deeds  of  conveyance  are  essential  to  these  pages,  confirming,  as  the 
deeds  do,  the  foregoing  understanding  of  some  of  the  important  events  in  that  portion  of  his 
life  passed  upon  the  banks  of  the  majestic  Rappahannock  River,  upon  its  waters  and  the 
waters  out  beyond: 

The  first  sale  of  land  by  John  Ayres  and  Joan  his  young  wife,  when  he  was  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  was  to  Henrick  Lucas  for  three  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  in  casks: 

[Rappahannock  (now  Essex)  County,  Tappahannock,  Va.  Deed  Book  2,  page  320]: 

“KNOW  ALL  MEN  by  these  presents  that  I  John  Aires  of  the  county  of 
Rappa.  planter  for  the  divers  good  causes  8c  considerations  me  thereunto  moveing 
and  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sume  of  three  thousand  pounds  of  Tobacco  8c 
cask  at  or  before  the  delivery  of  these  presents  to  me  the  said  John  Aires  in  hand 
paid  by  Henrick  Lucas  of  the  county  aforesd  planter  have  and  do  by  these  presents 
for  me  my  heirs  Exec.,  admrs.  8c  assignes  8c  every  of  us  bargained  sold  aliened 
enfeofed  conveyed  8c  made  over  unto  the  sd.  Henrick  Lucas  his  heirs  Executors 
admrs.  and  assignes  and  every  of  them  all  the  right  title  interest  dues  profTitts  and 
commodities  whatsoever  which  at  present  do  or  hereafter  may  or  might  appertain 
8c  belong  unto  me  or  to  my  heirs  Execs,  admrs.  or  assignes  in  8c  to  a  certaine  parcell 
of  Land  containing  three  hundred  twenty  six  acres  mentioned  and  specified  in 
the  patent  herewithin  written  in  as  due  full  8c  ample  manner  as  in  and  by  the  same 
appeareth  8c  is  mentioned  to  appertaine  8c  belong  unto  me  and  I  do  hereby  Engage 
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myself  and  my  heirs  in  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds  of  Tobacco  to  be  levied 
on  my  Estate  for  the  use  of  the  said  Lucas  his  heirs  and  Executors  and  that  I  the 

sd.  John  Aiers  and  Joane  my  wife  do  or  shall . *  a  good  sufficient  title  to  the 

sd.  land  herein  mentioned  and  every  part  and  parcell  unto  the  sd.  Lucas  his  heirs 

and  etc.  at  or  within  six . next  ensuing . hereof  in  the  county  court 

held  for  and  in  the  county  of  Rappahannock.  In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  seale  16th  day  of  February  1662. 

john  aiers  (seale) 
the  mark  of  jone  aiers 

Sealed  and  delivered 
in  the  presences  of  us: 

Allex.  Fleming  Quarto  die  Novembris  in 

George  Davis  Cur  rappa.  1663  ir  recordatr. 

James  Coghill  Ejusdem  mensis  per 

ROBERT  DAVIS  Cl.  Cur.” 

Then  twelve  days  later  was  executed  the  joint  acknowledgment  of  John  and  Joan  Ayres 
of  a  portion  of  the  above  said  land  to  Henry  Lucas  and  Thomas  Thorpe  by  the  intermediary 
agency  of  William  Wilton.  Attention  is  directed  to  the  name  of  the  witness,  “Kenelme 
Winslowe”,  of  whom  more  presently: 

[Rappahannock  (now  Essex)  County,  Tappahannock,  Va.  Deed  Book  2,  page  273]: 

“KNOW  ALL  MEN  by  these  presents  that  I  John  Ayres  do  for  &  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  a  parcell  of  Land  containing  one  hundred  and  five  acres  that  Wm. 
Wilton  is  to  acknowledge  unto  Thomas  Thorpe  and  Henry  Lucas  or  either  of 
them  Joyntly  and  Severally  and  their  heirs  &  assignes  do  in  consideration  of  the 
premises  acknowledge  all  my  title  of  this  within  Specified  Pattent  to  William 
Wilton  and  his  heires  from  me  and  my  heires  forever  with  just  Warrantie  and  not 
only  my  own  right  but  all  the  right  and  title  of  my  wife  Joane  Ayres  In  Witness 
hereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  28th  of  Feb.  1662 
Signed  and  delivered  john  ayres”  [Seale] 

in  the  presence  of 
Allex.  Fleming 
Kenelme  Winslowe 

It  was  not  until  nine  months  later  that  order  was  made  for  the  final  acknowledgment  in 
court  on  the  balance  of  the  land  John  Ayres  and  wife  Joan  had  first  agreed  to  sell  to  Henrick 
Lucas.  This  delay  suggests  that  John  and  Joan  may  have  gone  on  a  voyage  in  the  interim,  and 
so  engaged  the  lawyer,  Capt.  Alexander  Fleming,  to  complete  the  transaction.  This  Alexander 
Fleming  died  a  few  years  later  and  his  widow,  Joyce,  married,  thirdly,  Capt.  Lawrence 
Washington,  who  was  buried  in  1677  at  Wakefield  beside  his  elder  brother  Col.  John 
Washington. 

[Rappahannock  (now  Essex)  County,  Deed  Book  2,  page  321]: 

“Be  it  known  unto  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  John  Aiers  of  the  county 
of  Rappk.  and  also  my  wife  Joane  Aiers  do  hereby  constitute  Mr.  Allex.  Fleming 
our  true  and  Lawfull  Attorney  to  acknowledg  for  and  in  the  behalfe  of  we  and  our 
heirs  all  our  right  &  title  in  a  parcell  of  land  sould  unto  Henrick  Lucas  and  his 


*  Dotted  lines  mean  blanks  on  page  due  to  worm-eaten  places  that  have  been  repaired. 
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heires  as  may  appear  by  the  performance 
20th  day  gber  1663 


Signed  &  sealed  8c  delivered 

in  the  presence  of 

John  Richardson,  Robert  Austin.” 


we  hereunto  sett  our  hands  8c  seals  this 

john  aier  [Seale] 
joan  aier  [Seale] 


This  above  instrument  is  the  last  one  signed  by  Joan  Ayres  who  died  soon  afterward,  as 
the  later  deeds  of  sale  of  her  and  her  husband’s  home-plantation  and  housing  and  of  other 
lands,  which  sale  could  not  have  been  accomplished  without  her  joint  action  with  her  hus¬ 
band,  was  sold  by  him  alone  without  her  participation  in  any  way;  and,  thus  the  deeds  were 
executed  lawfully  without  her  knowledge  and  consent— necessary  had  she  been  alive.  A  brief 
reference  further  to  some  of  this  land  adds  to  the  description  of  the  location:  — 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Patent  Book  5,  page  417  (487)].  Abstract: 

‘‘martin  Johnson  of  Rappahannock  County  and  Parish  of  Sittingbourne, 
patented  326  acres  on  South  side  of  Rappahannock  River  12  October  1665; 
beginning  at  a  divident  of  land  of  john  ayer.  South  South  West  to  West  side  of  a 
creek  dividing  this  land  from  land  of  Valentine  Allen  8cc.  This  land  was  granted 
to  john  ayres  13  November,  1662,  and  by  him  sould  to  Henry  Lucas  of  the  same 
county  and  by  Lucas  sould  to  the  said  Martin  Johnson.” 

Kenelme  Winslow,  afore  referred  to,  was  the  second  brother  of  Edward  Winslow,  one 
of  the  ‘‘immortal  Pilgrims  who  came  to  Plymouth  Rock  in  the  Mayflower  in  December  1620,” 
Edward  later  becoming  one  of  the  ablest  Governors  of  the  Plymouth  Colony,  his  portrait  in 
oil  colors,  painted  in  1639,  being  there  extant.  Kenelme  became  interested  in  shipping,  as 
is  well  known  in  New  England,  but  it  has  not  until  now  been  found  that  he  sailed  as  far 
South  as  into  and  up  the  Rappahannock  River,  where,  as  seen,  he  signed,  as  a  witness,  on 
February  28th,  1 662 [-3]  the  aforecited  waiver  of  John  and  Joan  Ayres.  Kenelme  Winslow 
was  later  sued  in  New  Amsterdam  (New  York  City)  in  June  1665,  about  the  sale  of  a  bark; 
also  sued  there  by  a  Mr.  Doughty;  and,  in  turn,  Kenelme  sued  Samuel  Moore  there  in  the 
same  Dutch  court  and  before  a  Dutch  jury,  in  which  latter  case  he  was  awarded  the  costs  of 
court.  [ Valentine’s  Manual,  1852,  page  483].  He  died  September  13,  1672,  at  Salem,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  It  seems  from  the  Rappahannock  records  that  Winslow  and  John  Hinksman  con¬ 
tracted  with  John  Ayres  and  wife  Joan,  the  contract  being  dated  in  February  1662 [-3],  the 
terms  of  which  as  recorded  indicate  that  the  Ayres  seem  to  have  given  a  ninety-acre  part  of 
their  land  as  security  for  their  part  of  the  execution  of  the  contract,  which  may  have  assisted 
John  Ayres  in  erecting  the  buildings  specified  in  the  agreement.  John  Ayres  may  have  met 
Kenelme  Winslow  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  on  one  of  his  coastal  journeys  by  water,  and  there 
have  interested  Winslow  in  trade  with  Virginia.  Winslow  later  died  thirty  years  before  John 
Ayres  did: 


[Rappahannock  (now  Essex)  County,  Va.  Deed  Book  2,  page  270]: 

“KNOW  ALT  MEN  by  these  presents  that  I  john  eyres  of  the  county  of 
Rappahannock  in  Virg.  planter  do  for  8c  in  consideration  of  a  Servant  to  be  de¬ 
livered  to  me  at  or  before  the  tenth  of  December  next  after  this  date  and  also  for 
8c  in  consideration  of  One  Thousand  pounds  of  Tobacco  to  be  paid  the  next  crop 
following  according  to  the  bill  specified  to  that  purpose  by  Kenlan  Winslowe  do 
acknowledge  by  these  presents  to  have  bargained  8c  sould  alienated  Enfeoffed  8c 
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Confirmed  all  my  right  title  and  interest  of  a  parcell  of  land  being  ninety  acres 
more  or  less  it  being  the  Moiety  of  183  acres  that  I  the  said  John  Aires  now  lives 
on  the  said  Bargaine  8c  Sale  being  by  these  presents  to  be  made  good  unto  Kenlan 
Winslow  and  his  heirs  and  also  to  John  Hinksman  and  his  heirs  or  to  either  of 
them  Joyntly  8c  Severally  with  all  proffits  and  commodities  that  belong  to  the  same 
pat’t  with  all  Tobacco  houses  or  dwelling  houses  of  and  upon  the  said  Land  I  say 
the  half  part  thereof  according  to  the  true  and  Real  intent  and  meaning  here 
Specified  that  is  the  half  part  of  all  the  lands  that  the  sd.  John  Ayres  now  lives  on 
and  half  of  all  the  housing  that  is  now  built  on  the  said  John  Ayres  his  land  or  that 
shall  be  built  God  willing  this  next  year  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Land  to  him 
the  said  Kenelme  and  Joyntly  or  Severally -from  me  the  said  John  Ayres  and  my 
heirs  forever  &:  not  only  from  me  8c  my  heirs  but  also  from  the  Dower  or  thirds  of 
my  wife  Joane  8c  further  I  bind  me  8c  my  heirs  to  always  make  good  the  said  Sale 
with  warrantie  to  Kenelme  Winslow  8c  John  Hinksman  and  their  heires  from 
Molestaton  In  Witness  whereof  I  hereunto  sett  my  hand  &  seale  this  27th  Feb¬ 
ruary  1662. 

john  ayres  [Seale] 


Signed  Sealed  &:  Delivered 
in  the  presence  of 
Francis  Doughty 
Allex.  Fleming.” 


It  should  be  added  here  that  Kenelme  Winslow,  not  being  of  record  in  Virginia  as  having 
sold  any  of  the  real  estate  named  in  the  above  deed,  may  not  have  had  a  clear  title  to  it,  espe¬ 
cially  if  the  deed  represented  a  mortgage,  as  security: 


[Rappahannock  (now  Essex)  County,  Va.  Deed  Book  2,  page  271]: 

‘‘It  is  conditioned  and  agreed  by  John  Ayres  and  Kenelme  Winslow  that  in 
case  of  the  Decease  of  either  of  them  or  their  other  partner,  Mr.  John  Hinksman, 
that  the  land  now  held  with  all  the  housing  that  shall  be  on  the  sd  land  shall  be 
by  the  Survivour  rendered  the  full  revertion  thereof  to  their  next  of  kin  or  whoever 
they  shall  will  or  appoint  to  give  it  to  I  say  the  Land  held  by  Deed  bearing  date 
the  27th  of  February  1662  not  withstanding  any  law  or  custom  or  usage  to  the 
contrary  In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  &  seales  this  28th 
February  1662 

john  ayres  [Seale] 

Testibus  kenelme  winslowe” 

Allex.  Fleming* 

Francis  Doughty 


[Rappahannock  (now  Essex)  County,  Va.  Deed  Book  2,  page  271]: 

‘‘I  Joane  Ayres  the  now  true  and  Lawfull  wife  of  John  Ayres  of  Rappa.  in 
Virg.  in  Sittenbourne  parish  do  acknowledge  purely  and  freely  that  I  now  give  my 
pure  8c  free  consent  to  what  Land  my  said  Loveing  husband  John  Eyres  hath  sould 
unto  Mr.  Kenelme  Winslow  or  Mr.  John  Hinksman.  I  say  all  my  right  title  and 
Interest  as  to  my  Dower  or  thirds  Ever  and  at  all  times  revokeing  all  my  interest 


*  One  may  observe  the  fact  of  the  confidential  relations  between  Capt.  Alexander  Fleming  and  John  Ayres.  Capt. 
Fleming’s  estate,  called  “West  Falia’’,  became  acquired  by  Capt.  Lawrence  Washington  who,  in  his  will,  ordered  it  to  be 
sold  for  the  benefit  of  his  wife  and  son,  John2  Washington.  “West  Falia”  was  in  Sittenbourne  parish,  near  John  Ayres’ 
land. 
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thereunto  and  moreover  I  earnestly  desire  Mr.  Allex.  Fleming  to  be  my  attorney 
to  acknowledge  the  same  in  my  behalf  in  the  county  court  of  Rappa.  In  witness 
whereof  I  hereunto  sett  my  hand  and  seale  this  28th  day  of  February  1662 

joan  avres  [Seale] 

Testibus 

William  Bagshawe” 

The  first  sale  of  land  made  by  John  Ayres,  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Joan,  appears 
to  be  that  of  April  6th,  1664,  for  the  conveyance  of  which  land  she  does  not  appear  as  living 
to  waive  rights  of  dower,  etc.  This  is  the  land  originally  granted  to  John  Ayres  on  October 
24th,  1655,  when  Joan  was  his  wife.  Her  last  act,  in  connection  with  the  sales  of  land  previous 
to  April  6th,  1664,  had  been  her  waiver  of  all  her  rights  on  November  20th,  1663,  as  has  been 
seen  in  Rappahannock  County,  Deed  Book  I,  page  321.  On  April  6th,  1664,  John  Ayres  him¬ 
self  alone  thus  conveyed  that  grant  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Rappahannock  River  to  Capt.  Alexander  Fleming,  who,  on  March  3rd,  1664,  had  the  land 
confirmed  or  patented  direct  to  himself  and  in  his  own  name  “by  order  of  the  Governor  8c 

Cduncil” .  “The  following  names’’  (as  the  original  headrights  of  John  Ayres  for  this 

land)  “appear  under  this  record.  Tho.  Daniel,  Robt.  Goodlad,  Jno.  Sharman,  Rich.  Stephens, 
James  Goffe.”  These  particulars  are  recounted  in  the  final  patent  to  Gapt.  Fleming  recorded 
on  page  380  (423)  of  Patent  Book  No.  5,  in  the  Virginia  Land  Office.  It  seems  clear  that  John 
Ayres  and  Mary  Hill  did  not  marry  in  1664  until  after  the  said  April  6th  in  that  year,  though 
her  personal  waiver  of  her  dower  rights  then,  even  were  she  then  married,  would  not  have 
been  required  because  she  was  not  then  of  legal  age  so  to  act,  and  her  husband  was  then  her 
only  guardian  and  recourse.  She  did  not  cease  to  be  a  minor  under  legal  age  before  1666-7. 

Two  other  grants  of  land  to  neighbors  of  John  Ayres  in  which  he  is  named,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  home-plantation,  are  in  the  records  of  the  Virginia  Land  Office,  viz.,  (Abstracts): 

“James  Browne,  of  County  Rappahannock,  granted  28  September  1664,  346 
acres  and  125  perches  of  land  on  South  side  of  Rappahannock  River;  beginning  at 
lower  side  of  land  of  William  Grey  by  a  branch  side,  running  West  8c  South  South 
East  parallel  to  land  of  Jno.  Ayres.’’  [ Patent  Book  No.  5,  page  392  (447)]. 

“Mr.  Robert  Davie  [Davis]  granted  2580  acres  in  Rappahannock  County,  25 
September  1665;  in  the  freshes*  of  the  river,  on  South  side,  about  ii/>  mile  from 
the  same;  416  acres  thereof  beginning  nere  land  of  John  Ayres,  and  running  with 
his  trees  South  South  West  100  perches  to  a  stake  at  his  mile’s  end,  thence  West 
8cc.  to  corner  of  Henrick  Lucas.” 

The  expected  presence  of  John  Ayres  in  Sittenbourne  Parish  in  April  1665  is  indicated 
by  the  record  of  a  power  of  attorney  probably  issued  by  the  maker  of  it  as  a  matter  of  the 
more  conveniently  reaching  John  Ayres  when  the  latter  might  be  in  port  at  home,  the  maker’s 
lands  being  largely  beyond  and  across  the  Rappahannock  River  from  John  Ayres’  head¬ 
quarters  nearer  Tappahannock,  viz:  (Abstract)— 

“April  25th,  1665.  Silvester  Thacker  of  the  parish  of  Sittingbourne  in  the 
county  of  Rappahannock,  to  William  Lane,  power  of  attorney  to  recover  of  John 
Aires  of  the  same  parish  and  county  such  sums  as  may  appear  to  be  due  me  (8cc).” 
[Rappahannock  County,  Wills  No.  1,  page  3]. 

We  now  come  to  the  document  by  which  John  Ayres  disposed  of  the  last  of  his  real  estate 
in  Rappahannock  County— his  home-plantation  of  five  hundred  and  sixty-one  acres.  He  sold 


*  The  Freshes  of  the  Rappahannock  began  near  below  Tappahannock. 
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it  to  Robert  Davis,  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  that  county,  to  whom  reference  hereinbefore  has 
been  made  in  another  connection  with  John  Ayres.  The  text  of  the  instrument  suggests  that 
he  had  left  the  place  not  long  before  he  sold  it,  he  probably  having  removed  his  personal 
effects  therefrom  to  Accomack  County  whither  his  young  wife  also  may  have  gone  with  him 
to  join  her  parents,  he  returning  to  the  Rappahannock  to  consummate  the  sale  of  the  land 
and  buildings,  close  up  his  affairs  thereabouts,  and  to  load  up  his  vessel  with  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale— nine  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  in  casks. 

[Rappahannock  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Tappahannock,  Va.,  Deeds  &  Wills  No.  i, 
i66y,  pages  102-103].  (Abstract): 

“TO  ALL  XPIAN  people  to  tvhom  this  present  Instrumt:  of  wrighting  Shall 
come  Know  ye  that  I  john  ayres  of  the  County  of  Rappa.  R:  parish  of  Sitten bourne 

in  Virga . for  nine  thousand  pounds  of  good  tobacco  &  caske  have  sold  [etc.] 

unto  Robh  Davis  561  acres  of  Land  Situate  lying  8c  being  on  the  South  side  of 
Rappa.  river  &  County  8:  parish  aforesd.,  being  the  one  half  or  Moiety  cont.  366 
acres  in  my  possession  8c  whereon  I  lately  lived  8c  devided  in  presence  of  ye  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  the  residue  being  378  acres  which  I  Lately  took  up  8c  Adjoining  on  the 
afd  Land  8:  the  Lands  of  the  sd  Robk  Davis  8c  John  Meadows,  with  all  8:  Singular 
the  houses  out  houses  Orchards  gardens  8c  plantation,  forever  [etc]. 

Whereof  the  sd  John  Ayres  have  hereunto  set  his  hand  8:  Seal  this  1  ith  day  of 
July  1666 

john  aires  [seal] 

Sealed  8c  Delivered  in 
psents  of  us 

Alex  ffleming  Recordd:  in  Com:  Rappa.  xii  die  July  1G6G 

John  Weir  Test  robt:  davis  Cl  Cur.” 


That  John  Ayres  had  acquired,  before  leaving  Rappahannock  County,  some  wharfage, 
storage  for  tobacco  or  other  merchandise,  or  other  right  accessory  to  his  maritime  affairs,  in 
Accomack  County  seems  probable  but  is  not  of  known  public  record,  other  than  that  begin¬ 
ning  sometime  in  1663,  he  was  there  assessed  on  having  besides  himself,  two  persons  in  his 
service,  or  under  his  authority.  After  converting  his  lands  along  the  Rappahannock  into 
money,  he  is  found  in  command  of  the  sea-going  sloop  named  Hopewell.  He  continues  in 
1665  and  almost  yearly  thereafter  to  be  charged  011  tithes  for  such  adults,  including  himself. 
None  of  his  sons  were  included  in  these  tithes  until  1686  when  his  eldest  son  John  had  become 
of  legal  age. 


A  List  of  Tithables  in  Accomack  County  1663-1695: 


“1663  John  Ayres  3 

1665  Jn°  Eyre  4 

1666  Jn°  Eyres  2 

1669  John  Ayres  2 

1670  Jn°  Ayres  3 

1671  John  Ayres  2 

1G74  John  Ayres  3 
1G75  Jn°  Ayres  3 

1G76  J110  Ares  3 

1G78  J110  Ares  2 

“1687,  Capt.  Hill’s  prcincts:  Jn°  Ayres  Senr.  3”.  [Meaning  that  his  son  john, 
Junior,  was  recognized  as  of  legal  age,  though  in  this  year  that  son  was  not  sepa- 


1G79  Jn°  Ayres  2 
1G80  Jn°  Aires  3 

1684  Capt.  Hill’s  prsct  [precinct] 

Jn°  Ayres  2 

1685  Capt  Hill’s  pTsct.  John  Aires  2 
168G  Capt.  Hill’s  prsct.  Jn°  Ayres  3” 

[This  record  probably  means  that  one  of  John  Ayres’ 
sons  had  become  of  legal  age  and  taxable  as  a  tithe]. 
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rately  taxed,  evidently  being  in  the  employ  of  his  father.  This  record  indicates  that 
John,  Junior,  was  the  eldest  son]. 

“1688.  Capt.  Hill’s  Prcincts:”.  [Neither  John  Ayres,  Senior,  nor  Junior,  appear 
in  the  list  for  this  year.  Were  they  away  at  sea,  or  did  Capt.  Richard  Hill  omit  their 
names?]  “Francis  Aires”  [does  appear  as  a  taxable  adult  and  for  the  first  time,  which 
fact  indicates  that  he  was  the  second  oldest  son  and  became  of  legal  age  before  the 
end  (March  24th)  of  the  year  1688]. 

“i688-[g].  Capt.  Wallop’s  Prcts:  At  Mar[tha]  Eyres  1.”  [Were  John  Ayres,  Sr., 
and  Jr.,  away  at  sea?  Martha  Eyres  was  the  widow  of  Ben.  Eyres  who  was  imported 
into  Virginia  in  1681  by  John  Parker  of  Mattapany,  and  died  in  1687,  and  was 
not  related  to  John  Ayres,  the  Master  Mariner].  [Accomack  County,  Va.,  Wills  & 
Deeds  1676-1690  page  459;  Order  Book  1690-1697  page  208;  Will  Book  1692-1717, 
page  480]. 

t  “1689.  Majr  Bowman’s  his  prcts:  Fran:  Ayres  2”. 

“1690.  Majr  Bowman’s  PTcts  Fran:  Aires  2”. 

“1691.  Capt.  Wallop’s  Prcincts:  James  Hartly  at  Martha  Eyres  1.  John  Aires 
Jimr.” 

“1691.  Coll.  Jenifer’s  prcincts:  Fra:  Ayres  3”. 

“1692.  Mr  Edmd  Custis  Prcincts:  Jn°  Ayres  2.  Fran:  Ayres  2”. 

“1693.  Jn°  Ayres  3”. 

“1694.  Mr  Edmd  Custis  prcnts:  John  Ayres  1.  Fran:  Ayres  1.  Martha  Eyre  1”. 
[She  died  a  poor  widow  in  1696;  the  Sheriff  of  Accomack  County  stepped  in  and 
sold  her  effects  at  public  auction.  Her  son  Regnold  Eyre  left  a  will,  dated  17 
January  1708-9,  bequeathing  his  all  to  his  sisters  Elizabeth  and  Martha  Jr.  [Acco¬ 
mack  County,  Va.,  Orders  1690-1697 ,  page  208;  Will  Book  1692-1717,  page  480]. 
No  relationship  between  Ben.  and  Martha  Eyres  and  the  Martha  Eyre  of  Lancaster 
County  tvill  1717]. 

“Coll.  Custis  Tithbls:  Rich:  Hill  Ayres  1.”  [This  is  evidence  that  Richard 
Hill  Ayres  was  the  fourth  son  of  his  parents.  His  next  elder  brother,  Henry  Ayres, 
the  third  son,  having  removed  to  Somerset  County,  Maryland,  is  not  recorded  in 
Accomack  Tithables]. 

“1695.  Mr  Ed:  Custis  Prcincts:  Fran:  Ares  2.  Rich:  Hill  Airs  1.  Jn°  Ayre  2”. 
[Edmond  Ayres,  the  fifth  and  last  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres,  does  not 
appear  in  the  Accomack  Tithables  because  these  records  are  not  extant  at  and  after 
the  time  it  became  known  that  he  was  legally  taxable]. 

We  have  referred  to  the  will  of  William  Gowers  as  naming  the  first  three  children  of 
John  and  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres.  Though  the  will  does  not  specify  any  degree  of  relationship 
between  them  and  the  testator,  nor  indicate  the  cause  of  the  interest  that  the  testator  had  in 
these  three  children  who  were  very  young  at  the  date  of  the  will,  it  is  the  accepted  belief  that 
William  Gowers  in  some  way,  not  of  present  public  record  in  Virginia,  was  related  to  either 
the  father  or  the  mother  of  these  three  children,  and  that  the  relationship  began  before  this 
Ayres  family  took  up  its  permanent  abode  in  Accomack  County  circa  1665-1666. 

[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  County  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Va.  Deeds  and  Wills 
1669-1671,  page  91]: 

“in  the  naime  of  god  amen  The  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  William  Gowers 
being  sick  in  body  but  in  perfect  Sense  fc  Memory  F first  I  bequeath  my  Soule  to 
God  who  gave  it  &  my  body  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  came  desiring  a  desent 
funerall. 
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Secondly  I  give  to  Ffrancis  Ayers  Sonn  to  John  Ayers  Three  Hundred  acres  of 
Land  8c  one  Cow  8c  Calfe. 

Thirdly  I  Doe  give  to  John  Arew  [A.  Rew]  Three  Hundred  acres  of  Land  that 
is  to  say  my  Plantation  where  I  now  Live  in  exchange  for  Three  Hundred  acres 
of  Land  belonging  to  ye  sd  John  Arew  [A.  Rew]  Lying  in  Hunting  Creeke  8c 
Bounded  upon  ye  Land  Where  John  Ayers  [Senior]  now  Lives  provided  ye  sd:  Arew 
[A.  Rew]  be  Willing  to  exchange  wth  Three  Hundred  acres  of  Land,  if  Exchanged 
or  not  Exchanged  I  doe  give  to  John  Ayers  Sonn  to  Jn°  Ayers. 

I  Doe  also  give  to  Patience  Ayers  Daughter  of  John  Ayers  aforesaid  one  cow 
&  Calfe. 

I  Doe  also  give  to  John  Drummond  my  Gunn  wch  formerly  did  belong  to  ye 
sd  Drummond  &  one  pair  of  Boots  to  his  Sonn  Richard  Drummond  I  give  one  Cow 
8c  Calfe  8c  to  his  Sonn  John  Drummond  one  cow  8c  calfe. 

I  Doe  give  to  John  Arew  [A.  Rew]  two  heiffers  aged  two  years. 

I  Doe  give  to  Isaac  Dix  one  heiffer  of  two  years  Old  next  Spring. 

I  Doe  also  give  to  George  Midleton  8c  Wra:  Willet  each  of  them  one  cow  8: 
calfe  of  this  years  fall  8c  to  Dorothy  Conden  one  Heiffer  of  two  years  old  ye  next  fall. 

I  Doe  also  give  to  Mary  Hewet  Daughter  of  Robert  Hewet  one  cow  8c  calfe 
the  next  Spring  8c  all  other  goods  moveable  or  unmoveable  belonging  to  me  I  Doe 
give  8c  bequeath  to  Capt.  Richard  Hill  8c  he  to  pay  my  debts. 

Witness  my  hand  this  Last  day  of  July  1668. 

The  marke  of 

Signed  in  ye  pesence  of  william  D  cowers 

Richard  Hill 
John  Drumond.” 

“Proved  by  ye  Corporall  oaths  of  Cap1  Richard  Hill  8c  Jn°  Drumond  5th: 
day  of  January  ifi68[-g].” 

A  Copy— Teste:  Robk  Hutchinson  Clc  Cur  Co:  Accomk; 

Teste:  Susie  T.  Grant  Dy  for  John  D.  Grant  Jr.,  Clerk. 

[This  John  Drummond  had  married  Patience,  daughter  of  Capt.  Richard 
Hill,  whose  other  daughter,  Mary,  had  married  John  Ayres,  Master  Mariner]. 

Prior  to  October  1671  the  last  grant  of  land  made  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  to  John  Ayres  on  headrights  for  bringing  into  the  colony  at  his  own  expense  persons 
to  inhabit  was  that  of  September  25,  1665.  Here  follows  a  copy  of  a  record  bv  which  John 
Ayres  claimed  to  have  entered  Virginia  eight  times,  by  way  of  the  sea,  meaning  thereby  from 
parts  beyond  the  sea,  such  as  the  West  Indies,  or  from  other  colonies  on  the  continent  of 
North  America.  No  dates  of  these  eight  separate  arrivals  are  given  in  the  certificate  other 
than  that  they  were  all  previous  to  October  16,  1671.  Examination  of  his  previous  certifi¬ 
cates  of  headrights  granted  to  him  by  the  courts,  and  of  the  grants  of  land  to  him  based  upon 
those  certificates,  reveals  that  he  did  not  claim  credit  for  himself,  as  a  headlight,  upon  any  of 
his  returns  to  Virginia  from  other  parts.  Thus  it  may  be  that  when  he  returned  to  Virginia 
from  a  foreign  voyage  in  the  Autumn  of  1671,  bringing  in  then  five  other  emigrants,  he 
gathered  the  seven  previously  granted  certificates  that  he  had  accumulated  on  himself,  and 
with  the  final  eighth  certificate  of  October  16,  1671,  and  laying  them  before  the  Justices  of 
the  county  court  of  Accomack,  secured  a  new  certificate  for  thirteen  headrights  viz: 

[Accomack  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Va.;  Order  Book  167 i-i6yy,  page  24]: 

“Att  a  Court  held  in  the  upper  part  of  Norths*1  County  the  16th  of  Obet  1671 
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Certificate  is  granted  John  Eyres  for  Six  hundred  &  fifty  Acres  of  land,  due 
for  the  Transportacon  of  Thirteen  persons  into  this  Collony  whose  names  are 
underwritten,  proven  by  his  Oath  in  open  Court. 

John  Eyres  himself  8  times  Richard  Lewis 
Robert  Davis  George  Youngman 

Edwd  Broadway  Robert  Youngman” 


County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 


[SEAL] 


“John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,”  Clerk. 


On  that  same  16th  of  October  1671,  Christopher  Thompson  had  granted  to  him  a  cer¬ 
tificate  for  “Eleven  hundred  Acres  of  Land  due  for  the  Transportacon  of  Twenty  two  persons 
into  this  Collony”,  including  himself  twice.  This  record  is  entered  next  to  the  last  foregoing 
record  of  John  Ayres’  certificate.  The  significance  of  this  is  that  these  two  men  became  partners 
in  maritime  enterprises,  John  Ayres  being  the  Master  Mariner,  and  Thompson  the  partner 
ashore.  Thompson  had  previously  bought  ten  headrights  which  he  had  converted  into  five 
hundred  acres  of  Land  in  Accomack  County  in  1665-6.  So,  when  John  Ayres  turned  in  his 
own  thirteen  aforesaid  claims  for  a  patent  for  land,  Christopher  Thompson’s  name  appears 
in  the  patent  as  co-patentee.  The  friendship  between  these  two  men  lasted  for  thirty  years, 
and  after  the  death  of  John  Ayres,  Thompson  married  John  Ayres’  widow.  The  land  adjoined 
the  land  of  John  Ayres’  father-in-law,  Capt.  Richard  Hill: 


[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Patents  No.  6,  page  433].  Originally  recorded  in 
abstract  form: 

jno.  ayres  “To  all  &c„  Whereas  8cc.,  now  know  yee  that  I  the  Sd.  Sr.  Wm 
&  Berkeley  Knt.,  &c.  do  give  &  grannt  unto  John  ayres  &  xpofer 

xpofer  Thompson  6oo  acres  of  land  Situate  lying  and  being  in  the  County  of 
Thompson  Northampton  on  the  Southeast  side  of  Capt.  Richard  Hill  his  land 
Patt.  for  in  forked  neck  at  ye  head  of  hunting  Creek  and  running  from  the  two 
600  Acres,  corner  Trees  of  the  sd.  Hills  land  by  two  paralell  lines  of  marked 
trees  drawne  S.  E.  by  S.  which  land  is  due  by  and  for  the  transportation  of  twelve 

persons  into  the  Colony . To  have  and  to  hold  . . 9  October  1672  A°  24 

Car  2  di.  Regis. 

John  Eyres  8  times  Richard  Lewis 

Robert  Davis  George  Youngman 

Edward  Broadway.” 

[The  name  of  “Robert  Youngman”  in  the  certificate  for  this  patent  is  omitted 
in  the  patent]. 

Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this 
office.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  15th  day  of  August  1921. 

“Jno.  W.  Richardson” 
Register  of  the  Land  Office. 


[SEAL] 


. 
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Previous  to  the  grant  of  this  patent,  John  Ayres  brought  an  action-at-law  against  the 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Col.  Scarburgh.  The  record  of  the  verdict  of  the  court  has  been 
found,  but  the  plaintiff’s  bill  of  complaint  has,  so  far,  escaped  the  notice  of  searchers;  thus  we 
are  without  information  as  to  what  were  the  services  rendered  by  John  Ayres,  whether  on 
land  or  sea,  or  how  he  proved  his  claim.  The  judgment  entered  on  page  27  of  Order  Book 
1671-1673,  in  the  county  clerk’s  office  at  Accomac  reads: 

“At  a  Court  continued  the  18th  day  of  November  1671  .  It  is  ordered 

that  the  Administrator  of  Coll.  Scarburgh  doe  forthwith  pay  unto  john  eyres  the 
sum  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  of  Tobacco  and  cask  for  service  proved  done  to  ye 
said  Coll  Scarburgh  with  cost  of  suit  als  Exec”[ution  by  the  sheriff], 

John  Ayres  won  another  suit-at-law  fifteen  months  later: 

[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac;  Order  Book  1671-1673,  page 
159]: 

“Att  a  Court  Continued  the  7th  of  February  1672 . Whereas  it  appeared 

to  the  Court  by  the  oath  of  Joseph  Pittman  that  there  was  a  Steere  belonginge  to 
john  eyres  formerly  bought  of  the  said  Pittman  wch  beinge  amongst  the  wild  gange 
that  trespassed  Mr  Tho:  Teackle  &  Jn°  Lecatt  &:  therefore  by  them  Killed.  Itt  is 
therefore  ordered  by  the  Court  that  the  said  Mr  Teackle  and  John  Lecatt  make 
satisfaction  for  the  value  of  the  said  Steere  to  the  said  john  eyres  (the  said  Eyres 
payinge  cost  of  Court)  als  Execon.” 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  are  true  copies  from 
the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,”  Clerk. 

That  John  Ayres,  like  his  father-in-law  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  and  the  great  majority  of 
the  residents  of  Accomack  and  Northampton  counties,  was  loyal  to  the  government  is  proved 
by  his  own  acts  and  words.  The  period  of  Bacon’s  Rebellion,  as  the  short-lived  uprising  and 
usurpation  is  modernly  called,  was  a  busy  one  for  the  Master  Mariner.  With  his  vessel  he  was 
employed  in  the  traffic  of  transporting  men  and  the  necessities  arising  because  of  a  temporary 
change  in  the  seat  of  government  back  and  forth  between  the  mainland  and  the  Eastern 
Shore.  That  he  was  well  paid  for  the  service  thus  rendered  to  private  individuals  is  probable; 
but  he  actually  aided  in  transporting  the  men  who  constituted,  more  or  less,  the  government 
of  Virginia  and  their  necessary  effects.  This  means  that  he  was  officially  summoned  to  render 
service  in  what  is  now  considered  as  a  “colonial  war”.  The  cost  of  his  services  these  officials 
left  for  the  colony  to  pay.  This  is  revealed  in  the  fact  that  John  Ayres  rendered  his  bill,  for 
transporting  actual  officers  of  the  government,  to  the  House  of  Burgesses,  viz: 

[Journals  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia,  1659/60-1693,  page  81]: 

“At  a  Grand  Assembly  began  at  Green  Spring  the  20th  of  February  i676[-7], 

these  following  Orders  of  Public  charge  were  made  and  allowed” . [page  83] 

“To  John  Ayres— -700  lbs.  Tobacco.” 

John  Ayres  had  to  wait  much  more  than  a  year  for  the  payment  due  him  from  the  colony; 
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we  find  no  record  of  the  payment  being  made,  though,  doubtless,  he  received  it,  but  not  until 
after  he  appealed  to  the  Justices  of  Accomack  County  to  give  him  a  certificate  that  his  unpaid 
p  claim  was  just.  He  filed  the  certificate  with  the  House  of  Burgesses.  The  clerk  of  the  Acco¬ 
mack  Court  does  not  seem  to  have  recorded  the  original  petition;  he  only  recorded  the  court’s 
action  upon  the  petition.  The  original  petition  should  be  among  “filed  papers”,  unless  the 
clerk  “used  such  papers  to  light  his  pipe  with”,  as  was  done  in  such  offices. 

[Accomack  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Va.  Order  Book  1676-1678,  page  151]: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County,  May  the  16th  1678 . 

“Upon  the  petition  of  John  Aires  setting  forth  that  he  was  in  the  countries 
service  himself  and  Boat  over  the  Bay  at  James  town  Thirty  daies  8c  having  made 
oath  to  the  same  and  also  that  he  hath  reed  no  satisfaction  certificate  is  accordingly 
granted  him  to  the  next  assembly.” 

(The  Journal  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  for  1678  is  not  now  in  existence). 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
>  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the 

records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,”  Clerk. 

John  Ayres  was  off  to  sea  again  in  1679;  this  time  to  the  island  of  Barbados  in  the  West 
Indies.  His  presence  there  and  departure  therefrom  homeward  became  of  preserved  record 
because  a  certain  Joseph  Holt,  an  indentured  servant  on  Barbados,  had  completed  his  term 
of  service  and,  so,  obtained  license  to  leave  that  island  as  one  whose  time  was  out.  He  engaged 
passage  from  Barbados  to  the  island  of  Antegoa,  which  latter  island  was  on  John  Ayres’  direct 
route  back  to  Virginia,  and,  evidently,  Holt  was  landed  at  Antegoa.  We  found  in  the  Guild¬ 
hall  MSS.,  London,  England,  the  original  record  of  this  incident  in  the  official  reports  sent 
from  the  island  of  Barbados  to  London  upon  many  servants  whose  “time  out”  on  that  island 
had  arrived  and  giving  the  dates  of  their  departure  therefrom,  the  names  of  the  places  to 
which  they  took  passage  and  in  what  vessels.  A  copy  of  that  original  list  of  “ Barbados-Tickets” 
has  been  printed  in  J.  C.  Hotten’s  “Original  Lists  of  Persons  of  Quality;  emigrants;  religious 
exiles;  political  rebels;  serving  men  sold  for  a  term  of  years;  apprentices;  children  stolen; 
maidens  pressed;  and  others  who  went  from  Great  Britain  to  the  American  Plantations, 

I  1600-1700.”  The  original  manuscript,  number  2202-2,  in  the  Archives  Division  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  Guildhall  has  this  entry: 

“barbados-tickets”.  “A  List  of  what  Ticqtts  have  been  granted  out  of  the  Sec1!5 
office  off  the  Island  aforesaid  for  the  Departure  off  this  Island  of  the  severall  p’sones 
hereafter  menconed,  beginning  in  January  i678[-g]  8c  ending  in  December  follow¬ 
ing  (viz1.):  .  October  29,  1679.  Joseph  Holt  in  the  sloop  Hopewell  for  An¬ 

tegoa.  John  Ayres  Comandr.  Time  out.” 

Antegoa,  four  hundred  and  eighty  miles  north  of  Barbados,  via  the  route  inside  of  the 
Leeward  Islands,  was  about  one-fourth  of  John  Ayres’  journey  back  to  Cape  Charles,  Virginia. 
A  sea-going  sloop  of  his  time  was  a  deep-draught  cutter  type,  with  one  mast,  a  fore-and-aft  rig, 
boom  and  gaff  mainsail  and  jibs,  sometimes  with  a  topsail;  a  fast  sailer  easily  managed  by 


■  '!  ■  ::9t 


44 


AYRES 


two  or  three  men  according  to  the  length  of  a  voyage,  and  with  accommodation  for  a  small 
number  of  passengers,  and  some  cargo  as  ballast.  John  Ayres  next  appears  in  litigation: 

[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Ya.  Deeds,  Wills  &  Order 
Book ,  i6y8-8i\. 

[page  192]  “Att  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  by  his  Majesties  Justices  of  Ye 

Peace  for  the  said  County  December  ye  16th  Anno  Domi  1680” . 

[page  259]  “This  day  Mr.  Samuel  Taylor  came  into  open  Court  &:  voluntarily  con- 
fest  judgment  to  john  aires  for  the  sum  &  quantity  of  three  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds  of  good  ffatt  nett  Porke  to  be  paid  on  demand  according  to  an  obligation 
under  the  sd  Taylor’s  hand  bearing  date  ye  13th  day  of  7ber  1680.”  [September]. 

The  ancient  clerk  of  the  court  of  Accomack  County  had  a  bad  habit  of  “cutting  corners”, 
as  it  were,  instead  of  recording  a  deposition  in  the  words  and  fullness  of  a  deponent’s  decla¬ 
ration,  showing  in  what  connection  a  sworn  deposition  was  made,  he  put  the  document  among 
accumulated  bundles  of  filed  original  papers,  after  recording,  very  briefly,  in  the  record  book 
some  of  the  substance  of  a  deposition,  but  expressed  in  his  own  words,  knowing  that  if  the 
deposition  might  be  called  for  afterwards  he  had  it  in  a  bundle.  But  what  has  become  of 
thousands  of  such  original  papers  filed  in  Virginian  court-clerks  offices?  “The  Federal  Army 
destroyed  them”,  say  some  modern  clerks;  but  how  can  that  be  true,  when,  often,  the  papers 
were  gone  before  1861?  Modernly,  it  is  a  criminal  offense  to  remove  such  a  paper.  So,  now, 
all  we  know  as  to  why  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres  was  in  court  as  a  witness,  and  what  her  actual  words 
were  is  what  the  indifferent  clerk  grudgingly  gives  in  his  own  words,  viz: 

“August  18,  1681.  Mary  Ayres  wife  of  John  Ayres  deposed  that  she  was  35 
years  of  age  or  thereabout.”  (Hence  born  in  1636).  [Accomack  County,  Clerk’s 
Office,  Deeds  &  Wills  &  Order  Book  i6y8-i682,  page  259]. 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com- 
monwelath. 

[SEAL]  " John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,”  Clerk. 

Here  are  four  more  emigrants  brought  into  Virginia  by  John  Ayres  and  a  friend,  whether 
from  his  previous  return  voyage  from  the  West  Indies  or  a  later  return: 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond;  Patent  Book  No.  y,  page  195]  Abstract: 

“john  ayres  and  john  stokeley,  20  November,  1682;  grant  of  175  acres  of 
land  and  Sand  Hills  and  Marshes  called  Hobson’s  Choice  in  Accomack  County  on 
the  North  end  of  a  sandy  beach  which  is  on  the  South  side  of  Assawaman  Inlet  on 
the  Seaboard  side,  for  the  transportation  of  John  Pope,  Robert  Richards,  Jean  Pue, 
John  Jones.” 

John  Ayres,  on  March  25,  1687,  witnessed  with  Thomas  Riley  and  John  Cary  the 
will  of  Finla  Mackwilliam,  proved  November  16,  1687.  John’s  father-in-law,  Capt.  Richard 
Hill,  Col.  John  West,  and  John  Drummond,  were  overseers  of  the  will.  [Accomack  County, 
Wills  &  Deeds  i6y6-i6i)o,  page  459]. 
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Col.  Edmond  Scarburgh,  often  referred  to  as  the  “King  of  Accomack”  owing  to  his 
political  pre-eminence,  wealth,  and  activity  in  general  mercantile  and  maritime  affairs, 
arranged  in  his  lifetime  that  a  certain  two-hundred  acres  of  land  would  “descend  or  redound 
by  vertue  of  a  Gift  or  Donation”  to  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres.  A  law-suit  ensued  over  the  property  in 
the  court  of  Northampton  County,  followed  by  a  quit-claim  deed  of  conveyance  by  Mary 
(Hill)  Ayres  and  her  husband  for  two  thousand  pounds  of  good  tobacco  and  cask,  viz: 

[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Deeds,  Wills  ire.  No.  n, 
1680-92,  page  184]. 

“TO  ALL  XPIAN  PEOPLE  to  whome  these  presents  shall  come.  Wee  John 
ayers  of  the  County  of  Accomack  in  Virginia,  Marriner,  and  mary  his  wife 
Daughter  of  Richard  hill  of  the  County  aforesaid  Gent.,  send  greetinge: 

“Whereas  wee  the  said  John  Ayers  8:  Mary  his  wife  comenced  suite  agt. 
Thomas  Dun  ton  of  the  County  of  Northampton  in  Virginia  to  the  Wor.  [shipful] 
Court  of  the  Said  County.  As  hee  the  said  Dun  ton  was  the  possessor  of  a  certaine 
parcell  of  Land  conteyninge  Two  hundred  acres  scituate  lyinge  8c  beinge  on 
the  Seaboard  side  in  the  said  County  of  Northampton  commonly  called  or 
,  knowne  by  the  name  of  Goggs;  on  which  wee  the  said  John  Ayers  8c  Mary  his 

wife  obtained  Judgmt.  of  the  said  Wor.  Court  of  the  said  County  of  Northamp¬ 
ton.  That  right  of  the  said  land  was  in  the  abovesaid  Richard  Hill  duringe  his 
life,  and  the  remainder  after  his  decease  to  descend  or  redound  to  the  said  Mary 
Ayers  &  her  heires  by  vertue  of  a  Gift  or  Donation  from  Coll.  Edmond  Scar¬ 
burgh  deed,  [which  after  claiming  was  sold  by  the  said  Mary], 

“In  witness  whereof  8c  other  the  premises  wee  the  said  John  Ayers  8c  Mary  his 
wife  have  hereunto  sett  their  hands  8c  seales  the  Twenty  Eight  day  of  September  A 
domi  1688. 

her 

MARY  M  A  AYERS 
marke 

Signed  sealed  8c  Delivered  ye  Seale  (#*#) 

by  the  said  Mary  Ayers  in  presence  of 

JNO.  TANKARD 
CHRISTOPHER  THOMSON 

[Endorsed] 

“The  Twenty  Eighte  day  of  Septembr.  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  God  One 
Thousand  Six  Hundred  Eighty  8c  Eight.  Acknowledged  in  open  Court  by  the 
within  menconed  Mary  Ayers  as  her  free  reall  &  voluntary  act  8c  deed. 

Recorded:  Test:  dan  neech,  Cl.  Cur. (Co.  Northmen. 

T est:  dan  neech.  Cl.  Cur.  ^ 

John  Ayres  not  only  had  live  stock  upon  his  land  in  Accomack  but,  as  will  be  shown,  he 
transported  such  beasts  in  his  vessel  from  one  colony  to  another: 

[Accomack  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Va.;  Wills  Deeds  etc.,  i6y6-i6c>o, 
page  544]: 

“John  Aires  his  marks  of  Cattle  and  Creatures:  ‘Cropt  on  ye  left  Eare  8c  under 
bitted  on  ye  left  eare  8c  two  slitted  overbitted  8c  under  bitted  on  ye  right  eare  the 
Brand  marke  F  and  a  heart.’  Recorded  at  ye  request  of  John  Aires  July  ye  2’d.  1692. 


jno.  washburne  Cl.  Cur.  com  Accomack.” 


/iMfO  (  hi  j 


46 


AYRES 


Capt.  Richard  Hill,  who  resided  upon  his  plantation  adjoining  the  home  land  of  his 
son-in-law,  John  Ayres,  decided  to  make  a  will  when  he  was  aged  about  seventy-four  years, 
but,  happily  he  lived  for  nearly  six  years  thereafter,  dying  in  1694  in  his  eightieth  year  or 
thereabouts.  His  wife,  Mary  (Drake)  Hill,  was  then  in  her  seventieth  year  having  been  bap¬ 
tized  in  Parish  Church  of  Merstham,  Surrey  County,  England,  on  October  30,  1625.  She 
survived  her  husband.  Capt.  Hill  divided  in  an  equitable  way,  among  his  ten  grandchildren, 
his  three  thousand  three  hundred  acres  of  land  and  buildings.  Five  of  these  grandchildren 
were  the  children  of  his  daughter,  Mary  Hill,  who  had  married  John  Ayres,  Master  Mariner, 
and  the  five  other,  the  children  of  his  other  daughter  Patience  Hill  who  had  married  John 
Drummond.  The  will  is  a  document  of  much  genealogical  value,  and  especially  as  to  the 
children  of  John  and  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres;  hence  the  entire  will  here  follows: 

[Accomack  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Va.  Wills  ire.  1692-1715,  page  62]: 

“in  the  name  of  god  amen— March  26th  1688,  and  the  3rd  year  of  the  Rein  of 
our  Sovereigne  King  James  II,  I  richard  hill  of  Hunting  Creek  in  Accomack 
County  in  Virginia  being  in  health  of  body  and  of  sound  and  perfect  [memory] 
praise  be  given  to  God  for  the  same  &  Knowing  the  uncertainty  of  life  doe  make 
my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following:  That  is  to  say  first  and 
principally  I  commend  my  soul  to  Almighty  God,  my  Creator,  etc. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Grandson  Francis  Ayrs  and  to  his  heirs  for¬ 
ever  two  hundred  acres  of  land  being  on  ye  head  of  Hunting  Creek  aforesaid 
bounded  between  two  fresh  water  Branches  Commonly  Known  by  the  name  of 
Drak’s  Neck  and  to  be  in  the  bottom  thereof  opposit  &  adjoining  to  a  parcell  of 
land  formerly  given  to  said  Francis  Ayrs  by  Will  Goures  deceased. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  John  Ayres  Junr  and  his  heirs  forever  200  acres 
of  land  in  the  aforesaid  Neck  adjoining  to  that  parcel  of  land  given  him  by  William 
Goures  dec.  afsd. 

Item:  I  give  to  Richard  Hill  Ayrs  to  equal  half  of  my  Divident  of  land  at 
Gingoteague  being  the  half  of  600  acres  belonging  to  the  said  Devident  to  him 
and  his  heirs  forever.  I  give  unto  his  two  brothers  Edmond  and  Henry  Ayrs  and  to 
their  heirs  forever  yt  plantation  whereon  their  father  now  lives,  after  their  father’s 
and  mother’s  decease. 

Item:  I  give  to  my  two  grandsons  Richard  Drummond  and  John  Drummond, 
which  said  John  Drummond  was  born  on  the  21st  day  of  March  1687/8  and  to 
each  of  their  heirs  all  and  every  part  R:  parcill  of  land  and  plantacon  wherein  now 
I  live  on,  being  1 100  acres  of  land  with  all  Marshes,  Islands,  hummocks  &  whatsoever 
rights  privleges  to  me  granted  in  the  patent  there  unto  belonginge  to  the  said  land 
to  be  equally  divided  between  the  two  grandsons  Richard  and  John  Drummond 
afsd.  And  my  will  is  that  Richard  Drummond  shall  have  that  moyty  and  part  to¬ 
gether  with  the  plantation  yt  I  now  live  on;  and  farther  my  will  is  yt  his  younger 
brother  John  Drummond  shall  have  yt  moity  and  part  of  the  sd  Land  together  with 
the  plantacon  where  his  father  Jno.  Drummond  now  lives  on  after  his  said  father’s 
and  Mother’s  decease.  It  is  to  be  understood  that  half  Moone  Island  is  Included  in 
the  1 100  acres  of  land  given  to  my  grandson  Richard  Drummond  in  as  large  and 
ample  manner  as  the  same  given  me  by  Pattent. 

I  give  unto  my  grandson  Hill  Drummond  and  to  his  heirs  forever  300  acres 
of  land  at  Gingoteague  being  the  half  of  my  divident  and  plantacon  and  ye  said 
Divident  to  be  equally  divided  between  him  and  Richard  Ayrs  afsd  to  each  of  them 
300  acres  of  land. 
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Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  grandson  Steven  Drummond  and  to  his  heirs 
forever  300  acres  of  land  in  Drak’s  Neck  afsd  adjoining  to  the  land  of  George 
Middleton. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Drake  Drummond  and  to  his  heirs  forever 
300  acres  of  land  in  the  afsd  Drak’s  Neck,  lyeing  and  being  between  the  land  of 
Francis  and  John  Ayres  afsd  before  devised  in  the  afsd  Drak’s  Neck. 

I  doe  alsoe  by  these  appoint  and  Constitute  my  Lojving]  wife  Mary  Hill  my 
Executrix;  John  Hill  John  Ayrs  John  Drummond  to  be  Executors  of  this  my  last 
will  and  Testament  and  my  will  is  that  my  sd  wife  shall  possess  and  enjoye  all  my 
personal  estate  of  what  kind  soever  during  her  natural  life  and  after  my  just  debts 
being  paid  and  at  my  wif’s  decease  to  dispose  of  the  same  as  she  shall  think  fitt  to 
my  two  daughters  Mary  Ayres  and  Patience  Drummond  and  if  my  sd  wife  should 
survive  them  or  either  of  them  then  their  part  so  disposed  shall  be  given  to  their 
daughter  or  daughters  of  the  deceased  and  if  my  said  wife  should  happen  to  inter¬ 
marry  that  then  my  afsd  two  daughters  or  their  surviving  daughters  as  afsd  shall  be 
immediately  possessed  and  enjoy  each  of  them  a  full  third  of  my  personal  estate 
all  which  gifts  and  demises  my  will  is  shall  be  well  Sc  truly  Sc  faithfully  performed  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  answerable  to  the  plaine  and  true  meaning  herof  And  the 
same  to  be  carefully  observed  by  sd  Executors— for  confirmacon  hereof  I  have  here 
unto  set  my  hand  and  fixed  my  seal  the  day  and  yeare  above  Ritten 

richard  hill  (Ye  Seal) 

Signed  sealed  and  owned 
as  my  act  and  deed  in  the 
presents  of  us: 

Nich.  Hill,  John  Lewis,  ye  usual  mark  Richard  X  Grinnald,  the  usual  marke  of 
Robt/Lewis 

November  ye  21  —  ye  1694  The  within  written  Last  Will  &  Testament  of 
Capt.  Richard  Hill  was  Produced  in  open  Court  of  Accomack  County  by  the  Cor¬ 
poral  oaths  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Hill,  John  Lewis,  Richard  Grinnald  Sc  Robert  Lewis 
and  allowed  of  by  the  Court  Sc  ordered  to  be  Recorded. 

Recorded  November  30,  1694.” 

The  widow,  Mary  (Drake)  Hill,  was  alive  on  March  22,  1692,  as  she  then  testified  in 
court.  [Accomack  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Va.  Order  Book  1690-1697 ,  page  106].  As 
she  died  intestate  thereafter,  at  an  unknown  time,  all  the  personal  estate  she  inherited  from 
her  husband  reverted  to  her  daughters,  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres  and  Patience  (Hill)  Drummond. 

John  Ayres,  Master  Mariner,  on  August  1st,  1696,  witnessed  the  will  of  Thomas  Riley,  Sr. 
Nicholas  Hill  was  the  other  subscribing  witness.  [Accomack  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac, 
Va.;  Wills  &c  1692-1719,  page  161]. 

On  or  about  January  14th,  1701  [-2],  John  Ayres  and  his  eldest  son,  John,  Junior,  put 
aboard  a  vessel  (probably  their  own  sloop  Hopewell )  eleven  or  twelve  head  of  cattle  each 
marked  with  the  father’s  cattlemark  and  brand  hereinbefore  described;  and  then  they  sailed 
for  Jones  County  in  Pennsylvania  (now  Kent  County,  Delaware).  As  that  destination  could 
not  be  reached  by  a  sailing  vessel  within  twenty-five  miles  by  way  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  the 
voyage  must  have  been  outward  around  Cape  Charles,  up  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  into  the 
Delaware  River.  Upon  embarking  from  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  with  a  cargo,  John 
Ayres  had  two  of  his  sons,  who  remained  at  home,  and  two  independent  witnesses  sign  and 
file  for  recordation  in  the  county  clerk’s  office  of  Accomack  a  manifest  of  their  cargo  and 
their  destination,  doubtless  as  a  precaution  in  view  of  the  hazards  of  the  sea  in  winter.  It  reads. 
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as  recorded  on  page  272  of  Deeds  &  Wills,  1692-1']  19,  of  Accomack  County  at  the  Clerk’s  Office 
in  Accomac,  Va.  viz: 

“Account  of  cattle  for  John  Ayres  which  are  to  be  transported  from  this  county 
to  Jones  County,  in  ye  Pro. [vince]  of  Pennsylvania: 

4  Cows  and  calves,  and  one  cow  with  calf;  3  two  year  old  heifers;  2  yearlings; 
all  marked  with  one  mark;  crop  on  ye  left  ear  two  slittss,  two  slitts  under  and  overbit 
on  ye  right  and  underbit. 

FRANCIS  AYRES 
EDMUN  AYRES 
WILLIAM  WILLETT 
Wm  CHANCE.” 

That  record  is  “the  last  of  earth”  of  John  Ayres,  Master  Mariner.  What  happened  on 
the  voyage  outward,  or  return  homeward,  is  now  unknown,  other  than  that  neither  John 
Ayres  nor  his  son  John  returned  alive,  and  no  will,  administration  or  inventory  of  the  estate 
of  either  man  has  been  found  in  the  records  of  Accomack  County.  It  is  the  accepted  under¬ 
standing  of  descendants  of  John  and  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres  that  his  vessel,  laden  with  a  moving 
cargo,  was  overcome  by  a  tempest.  At  the  time  John,  the  father,  was  about  sixty-nine  or 
seventy  years  of  age,  and  his  son  John  was  about  thirty-five.  The  father  left  his  wife  Mary 
(Hill)  Ayres  and  their  four  remaining  sons  and  one  daughter.  John  Ayres,  the  son,  left  a  wife 
Abigale.  She,  perhaps,  was  the  moving  spirit  in  the  adoption  of  the  old  English  custom  of 
erecting  on  land  an  inscribed  stone  in  memory  of  a  beloved  husband  lost  at  sea,  regardless 
of  whether  or  not  the  body  had  been  found  washed  ashore.  That  memorial  was  observed  in 
the  autumn  of  1937  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Fletcher  Scott,  near  Drummond’s  Mill,  west  of  Green- 
bush,  not  far  from  the  town  of  Accomac.  The  site  is  on  a  part  of  the  large  area  originally 
known  as  Drake’s  Neck,  so  named  for  Robert  Drake,  Senior,  great-grandfather  of  John  Ayres, 
Junior,  in  whose  memory  the  memorial  is  inscribed:  “In  Memory  of  John  Ayres,  Mariner,  of 
Rappahannock  County,  Virginia,  who  settled  in  Accomack,  ivas  born  1666,  died  i]02.” 

On  February  7th,  1698,  John  Ayres,  Junior,  of  Hunting  Creek  in  the  County  of  Acco¬ 
mack  sold  to  George  Middleton  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  acres  of  land  at  the  head  of 
Hunting  Creek  it  being  a  part  of  the  “land  granted  to  Capt.  Richard  Hill  late  of  this  county 
deceased  by  patent  dated  7ber  1666  [1663]  (See  patent  in  Hill  Manuscript.)  and  by  him  be¬ 
queathed  to  me  the  said  John  Ayres  by  his  last  Will  and  Testament.”  To  this  conveyance 
is  recorded  the  waiver  of  dower  right  by  the  said  John  Junior’s  wife,  Abigale,  viz: 

[Accomack  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Va.  Wills  ire  1692-1]  1 9,  pages  218, 
219]: 

“Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  abigale  the  wife  of  John  ayres  of 
Accomack  County  doe  hereby  remis  release  and  forever  quit  claime  to  george 
middleton  of  the  same  Countie  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  all  my  estate 
right  title  interest  dower  right  &  title  of  dower  and  thirds  at  common  Law  of  in 
and  to  one  hundred  eighty  &:  eight  acres  lying  and  being  at  Hunting  Creek  in 
Drake’s  Neck  so  that  neither  I  the  sd  Abigale  nor  any  other  person  or  persons 
claiming  from  or  under  me  shall  or  will  at  any  time  hereafter  claim  chalenge  or 
demand  any  Dower  right  or  title  of  Dower  or  thirds  at  common  Law  of  in  or  to 
the  sd  land  or  any  part  thereof  but  off  and  from  all  action  of  Dower  right  title  or 
interest  shall  and  will  be  excluded  and  forever  debarred  by  these  presents,  in 
witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  seal  this  7th  day  of  Febr.  1698. 

the  mark  of  abigale  a  ayres  [seal]. 
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Febr.  ye  7th  1698.  The  within  written  acknowledged  in  open  Court  of  Acco¬ 
mack  County  by  Abigale  the  wife  of  John  Ayres  as  her  free  Reale  voluntary  act 
&  Deed  unto  George  Middleton. 

Teste  jno  washburne  Cl.  Cur.  County  Accomack.” 

Soon  after  the  loss  of  her  husband  Abigale  ( . )  Ayres  sold  the  land  then  remaining 

to  her  to  George  Hazelup,  the  evidence  of  which  act  is  recorded  on  page  289,  of  the  book  of 
Wills  &c.,  1692-1715,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  Accomack  County,  to  wit: 

‘‘Know  all  men  by  these  presence  that  I  abigall  lately,  the  wife  of  joiin  ayres 
(now  deceased)  late  of  this  County  of  Accomack  in  Virginia  doe  hereby  remise, 
release  and  forever  quite  claime  unto  george  haselup  and  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever  all  my  estate  right  and  title  of  in  and  to  three  hundred  acres  of  land  lying 
and  being  at  the  head  of  Hunting  Creek  in  the  County  aforesaid  soe  that  neither  I 
the  sd  Abigall  nor  any  claiming  by  or  from  me  shall  or  will  at  any  time  heareafter 
claime  challange  or  demand  any  Dower  right  or  title  of  Dower  or  thirds  at  com¬ 
mon  Law  to  the  sd  three  hundred  Acres  of  Land  or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  but 
from  all  right  and  title  of  Dower  or  thirds  I  do  desire  to  be  excluded  and  forever 
'  debard  by  these  presence,  to  the  truth  of  the  same  I  have  hereunto  voluntary  set 

my  hand  and  seale  this  2nd  day  of  February  Anno  1702. 

Test:  william  willet 
fran:  ayres 

ABYGAL  AYRES 

her  A  mark 

The  within  written  relinquishment  of  Dower  made  by  Abigal  Ayres  unto 
George  Hazelup  was  by  her  acknowledged  in  open  Court  of  Accomack  County 
February  2d  1702  as  her  free  Reale  voluntary  act  &  Deed  unto  the  sd  George 
Haselup. 

Teste  jno:  washburne,  cl.  cur.  Accomack  Co.” 

With  this  instrument,  Abigale,  the  relict  of  John  Ayres,  Junior,  mariner,  passes  from 
our  view.  George  ‘‘Hazlop”  died  between  November  3,  1708,  and  February  1,  1708-9, 
bequeathing  those  aforesaid  three-hundred  acres  to  his  own  sons  William,  George  and 
Charles,  with  his  wife  Ann  as  residuary  legatee.  [Accomack  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac, 
Va.,  Wills  ire.,  1692-ij  15,  page  470]. 

It  is  perceivable  from  the  wills  and  deeds  hereinbefore  cited  that  in  his  last  years  John 
Ayres,  Sr.,  Master  Mariner,  had  apportioned  among  his  heirs,  in  one  way  or  another,  his 
property  to  an  extent  which  rendered  unnecessary  court  proceedings  after  his  death.  Exemp¬ 
tion  from  court  procedure  also  ensued  in  the  matter  of  the  disposal  of  the  estate  of  his  son 
John  Ayres,  Junior,  Mariner,  because  the  latter  left  but  one  known  heir,  namely  his  relict, 
Abigale.  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres,  at  the  death  in  January  1701-02,  of  her  husband  John  Ayres, 
Senior,  Master  Mariner,  was  aged  fifty-six  years  or  thereabouts,  she  having  deposed  in  court 
that  she  was  born  in  1646.  [Accomack  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Deeds  &  Wills  &  Order  Book 
16^8-1682,  page  259].  Her  husband’s  occasional  partner  in  special  enterprises  and  friend  of 
thirty  years  standing,  Christopher  Thomson,  a  bachelor,  stepped  into  the  breach  caused  by 
the  sudden  death  of  John  Ayres,  Senior,  by  marrying  the  relict,  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres,  within 
about  a  year  after  she  became  a  widow.  The  marriage  must  have  occurred  late  in  1702  or 
early  in  1703,  for  Christopher  Thomson  was  ill  in  December,  1703,  and  then  made  his  will. 
He  passed  away  a  short  time  before  the  following  June  7th,  1704.  He  bequeathed  all  of  his 
twelve  hundred  acres  of  land  and  plantation  buildings  to  be  divided  between  his  ‘‘loving 
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wife”  and  her  Ayres  children  and  grandchildren,  whereby  the  children,  with  their  previous 
inheritances,  became  substantially  affluent  for  their  time  and  place.  Mr.  Thomson’s  will  is 
of  importance,  to  wit: 

[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Va.  Wills  1692-1715,  page 
345]: 

“Christopher  Thomson  of  ye  County  of  Accomack  being  sick  and  weak  of 
body  but  sound  of  memory  giving  praise  to  God  for  ye  same  and  being  sensible  of 
the  unsertaintie  of  man’s  life,  etc. 

To  my  loving  wife  and  executrix  aforesaid  my  plantation  where  I  now  live 
together  with  300  acres  of  land  thereto  belonging  for  and  during  her  natural  life, 
and  after  her  death  to  returne  and  revert  to  Edmond  Ayres  my  son  in  law  [stepson] 
and  to  his  lawful  heirs  forever.  And  whereas  my  plantation  tract  of  land  where  I 

now  live  contains  800  acres  as  by  patent  bearing  date - more  particularly 

appears,  where  of  300  is  devised  as  above  to  my  wife  and  set  over  the  other  400  I 
devise  give  and  bequeath  to  as  follows,  first  to  Francis  Ayres  the  son  of  Francis 
Ayres  my  son  in  law  [stepson]  I  doe  give  100  acres  and  to  his  heirs  forever. 

I  doe  also  give  100  acres  of  ye  said  land  to  Richard  Ayres,  the  son  of  Richard 
Ayres  my  son  in  law  [stepson]  and  to  his  lawful  1  heirs  forever. 

I  doe  also  give  and  bequeath  to  Henry  Ayres  my  son  in  law  [stepson],  100  acres 
of  ye  said  land  and  to  his  heirs  forever. 

I  also  give  to  Ann  Mary  Ayres  my  daughter-in-law  [stepdaughter]  &  to  her  heirs 
forever  100  acres  of  ye  sd  tract  of  land. 

I  doe  also  give  to  Edmond  Ayres  8c  to  Ann  his  wife  all  my  land  8c  plantation 
lying  8c  being  between  Blackwater  Creek  &:  Vineses  Creek  in  the  Province  of  Mary¬ 
land  for  and  during  their  natural  lives— and  ye  longer  Liver  of  them  two  and  after 
their  deceases  the  said  land  being  500  acres  to  return  and  revert  whollie  to  ye  two 
daughters  of  ye  sd  Edmond  and  Ann  his  wife,  named  Tabitha  and  Anna  Mary  and 
to  their  lawful  heirs  forever— equally. 

To  my  ivife  aforesaid  all  my  personal  estate  of  what  kind  soever  it  be  after  my 
just  debts  are  paid  to  be  disposed  of  at  her  discression  all  which  I  doe  confirme  with 
my  hand  and  seal  this  9th  day  of  Decbr  1703. 

Signed,  sealed  8c  delivered 
in  the  presence  of 

The  mark  of 

CHRISTOPHER  C  T  THOMSON 

JOHN  DRUMMOND 
ISAAC  METCALFE 
ROBERT  DAVIS 
SIMON  MICHAEL” 

(Proved  June  7th  1704— Recorded  June  19th  1704). 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Common¬ 
wealth. 

[SEAL]  ‘‘John  D.  Grant ,  Jr.,”  Clerk. 
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Mary  (Hill)  Ayres-Thomson,  departed  this  life,  intestate,  at  a  date  to  us  unknown,  no 
administration  or  inventory  of  her  personal  property  having  been  found  now  recorded  in 
Accomack  County.  All  of  her  children  by  her  first  husband,  John  Ayres,  Sr.,  Master  Mariner, 
with  the  exception  of  John,  Junior,  appear  as  living  after  the  death  of  their  step-father, 
Christopher  Thomson: 

(1)  patience  ayres,  born  in  Rappahannock  County,  Va.,  in  1665. 

(2)  John  ayres,  jr.,  Mariner,  born  in  Rappahannock  County,  Va.,  1666-7; 

married  Abigale . ;  lost  at  sea  with  his  father  in  1702,  without  known  issue. 

A  tomb,  placed  in  his  memory  is  on  Mr.  Fletcher  Scott’s  farm,  near  Drummond’s 
Mill,  west  of  Greenbush,  Accomack  Co.,  Va. 

(3)  Francis  ayres  (of  whom  more  to  come),  born  in  1668,  in  Accomack 

County,  Va.,  married  Sarah . ;  his  will  proved  in  Accomack  County,  Va.,  June 

6,  1721,  names  children  Francis,  Richard,  Sarah,  Elizabeth  and  Ann  Ayres.  He  is 
the  only  son  of  his  parents  who  had  male  issue  that  had  male  issue.  The  line  of 
direct  paternal  descent  for  six  successive  male  generations  from  him  continues 
hereinafter  direct  to  Henrietta  Dawson  (Ayres)  Sheppard  (Mrs.  Harper  Donelson) 
of  Hanover,  Pennsylvania. 

(4)  henry  ayres,  born  in  Accomack  County,  Va.,  1669-70  or  thereabouts; 
married  Comfort,  daughter  of  Matthew  Scarborough  of  Somerset  Co.,  Md.  He 
died  in  that  county,  and  his  descendants,  from  daughters,  were  residents  of 
Maryland. 

(5)  richard  hill  ayres,  born  in  Accomack  County,  Va.,  1672  or  thereabouts; 
married  Esther,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Wilkins  of  Northampton  County,  Virginia; 
his  will  was  proved  in  Accomack  County,  Va.,  June  3rd,  1718.  His  relict,  Esther, 
married,  secondly,  William  Chance,  Junior.  His  sons,  Richard  and  John  Ayres 
had  no  male  issue.  The  daughters  were  Esther,  Ann  Frances  and  Mary. 

(6)  edmond  ayres,  born  in  Accomack  County,  Va.,  1674  or  thereabouts;  mar¬ 
ried  Anne . ;  had  no  male  issue,  had  daughters  Comfort,  Tabitha,  Patience, 

Huldah,  Elizabeth  and  Anna  Mary;  his  will  proved  in  Accomack  County,  Va., 
August  4th,  1719. 

(7)  ann  mary  ayres,  called  “daughter-in-law”,  step-daughter,  in  will  of  Chris¬ 
topher  Thomson,  proved  Accomack  County,  Va.,  June  7,  1704. 

John  Ayres  Junl 

Eldest  Son  of  John  Ayres,  Mariner,  and  Mary  Hill  Ayres. 

The  following  records  are  all  that  are  extant  relating  to  John  Ayres  Junr,  son  of  John  Ayres, 
Mariner  and  Mary  Hill  Ayres. 

No  Administration  on  his  estate  is  extant,  but  his  death  is  established  by  one  of  the 
following  deeds,  as  occurring  between  Feby.  7th,  1698,  when  he  sold  land  to  George  Middle- 
ton,  and  Feby.  2,  1702,  when  he  is  called  deceased. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  John  Ayres,  ]unr.  left  male  descendants. 

Here  again  we  have  John  “Eyres”,  Junior,  of  Deep  Creek,  appointed  “Surveyor  of  Ye 
High  Waies”— in  his  district. 
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Clerk’s  Office,  Accomack  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Orders  1697-1703 
Page  43 

Court  held  in  Accomack  County  by  His  Majesties  Justices  for  ye  sd  County. 
Oct.  4—1698  Mr.  Edm  Custis 

Coll  Jno  West  Mr.  Robt.  Hutchinson 

Maj.  Edm.  Scarburg  Mr.  Ed.  Moore. 

Ordered  y£  John  Eyres  [Jr.]  ye  surveyer  of  ye  high  waies  and  yt  his  precincts 
bee  from  Deep  Creek  to  Hunting  Creek  Mill  and  y£  he— forthwith  cause  ye  high 
waies  within  yc  prcincts  to  be  cleared  R:  Bridges  repaired  according  to  law. 

The  next  document  is  the  sale  of  land  by  John  Ayres,  Junr.  This  was  left  him  in  the 
will  of  his  grandfather,  Capt.  Richard  Hill  (see  Hill  record). 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Court 
Order  Book  1690-97,  page  34]. 

“Att  a  Court  held  and  continued  for  Accomack  County  June  ye  5th  1691. 

The  declaration  of  John  Ayres  aged  24  years  ordered  saith  that  about  foure 
years  agoe  I  went  in  companie  with  my  cousin  John  Drummond  Deceased  to 
Onancock  fields  to  assist  him  take  up  a  young  horse  about  three  years  old  which 
accordingly  we  did  and  brought  him  to  my  unckle  Drummonds  house”  etc.  etc. 

“JOHN  AYRES” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Wills  ire.,  & 
Order  Book  1682-97,  pages  133  &  189]. 

“Att  a  Court  held  and  continued  for  Accomack  Countie  7ber  [September] 
ye  18th  1689. 

“Whereas  John  Ayres  Junr  (and  Francis  Ayres)  peticoned  ye  Court  that  he 
attended  two  sessions  daily  being  summoned  as  an  evidence  [witness]  by  Chris¬ 
topher  Thomson  agst  Henry  Dighton  wch  being  made  appear  to  ye  Cort  The 
Cort  doo  order  yt  ye  sd  Christopher  Thomson  forthwth  make  pment  of  Eighty 
pds  of  tobacco  according  to  law  with  charges  of  costs  als  execution.” 

Henry  Ayres,  Son  of  John  Ayres,  Mariner. 

HENRY  AYRES  was  next  to  the  youngest  son  of  John  Ayres,  Mariner,  and  Mary  (Hill) 
Ayres,  his  wife,  as  he  is  shown  in  the  following  abstracts  to  have  been  a  grown  man  in  the  year 
1681;  having  on  the  10th  of  October  that  year,  affirmed  to  a  deposition  in  open  court.  The 
fact  that  he  “affirmed”  indicates  that  he  was  of  the  Quaker  faith. 

He  inherited  from  his  grandfather,  Captain  Richard  Hill,  300  acres  of  land  after  the 
death  of  his  father  John  Ayres.  His  step-grandfather  Xpher  Thomson  bequeathed  him  100 
acres  in  Accomack  County.  Henry  Ayres’  identity  is  positively  established  as  Henry  Ayres 
of  Somerset  and  Worcester  Counties,  Maryland,  in  the  sale  of  these  pieces  of  land  as  set  forth 
in  the  following  pages. 

His  descendants  were  residents  of  Maryland. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  County,  Virginia.  Liber 
D  &  W  ( 1678-1682),  page  264]. 

“Henry  Eyres  sworne  in  open  Court  October  10,  1681— Affirmeth  which  is 
above  deposed  by  Capt.  Edmond  Scarburg. 

10th  day  of  October  1681. 

Sworn  to  before  me 

DANIEL  JENIFER.” 
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The  following  records  prove  that  Henry  Ayres  (son  of  John,  Mariner)  bought  land  in  Somer¬ 
set  County,  Maryland,  in  the  year  1687,  and  that  he  married  Comfort,  the  daughter  of 
Matthew  Scarbrough,  of  that  county. 

The  fact  that  Henry  and  Comfort  Ayres  of  Somerset  County,  Maryland,  sold  the  250 
acres  of  land  inherited  by  him  in  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  as  set  forth  in  the  following 
pages,  perfectly  establishes  his  identity. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Princess  Anne, 

Somerset  County,  Maryland 
Liber  L.  Page  448 

Oct.  3,  1687— William  Morris  of  Somerset  County  Maryland— planter,  sold 
to  Henry  Ayres,  Joyner,  of  the  other  part— for  3500  lbs  of  tobacco,  a  part  of  Col. 
William  Stevens  tract  called  “Suffolk,”  which  the  Morrises  formerly  acquired— 
100  acres  to  be  called  “Ayres  Choice”. 

Thomas  Quelleine  William  Morris  (Seal) 

John  Tayler  her 

Elizabeth  E.  Morris 
mark 

I  Clerk’s  Office,  Princess  Anne, 

Somerset  County,  Maryland. 

Liber  C.  D.  Page  72 

March  12,  1706,  Matthew  Scarbrough  of  Somerset  County,  Province  of  Mary¬ 
land,  for  love  and  fatherly  affection  I  have  and  bear  unto  my  respectful  and  Dutiful 
daughter.  Comfort,  the  now  wife  of  Henry  Ayres  of  ye  said  County  and  Province, 
“Gives  her  200  acres  of  land  called  “Piney  Purchase” 

Thos.  Newbold 

Sami.  Hopkins,  Jun.  Matthew  Scarbrough 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomack  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Wills  1692-1715 
Page  422  Oct.  6-  1707 

Henry  Ayres  of  Somerset  County,  Md.  sold  to  Wm  Chance  of  Accomack 
County  Va.  250  acres  of  land  at  the  head  of  Hunting  Creek,  Accomack  County 
bounded  northerly  by  ye  Southern  Branch  of  sd  Hunting  Creek  Westerly  by  land 
of  Francis  Ayres,  southerly  by  land  of  Edmund  Custis  deceased,  easterly  by  the 
land  formerly  belonging  to  John  Ayres  deceased  which  half  or  moiety  afsd  being 
250  acres— I  the  afsd  Henry  Ayres— sell  etc  to  William  Chance  his  heirs  &  Assigns 
forever,  Also  I,  Comfort  the  wife  of  Henry  Ayres  doe  freely  conform  the  above 
alienation  etc. 

October  7,  —  1707  Henry  Ayres  (Seal) 

Comfort  Ayres  (Seal) 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House 
Accomack  County,  Virginia 
Deeds,  etc.  1737-1746 
Page  414. 

On  May  29th  1744  Henry  Ayres  of  Worcester  County  Maryland  sold  to 
Arthur  Barnes  of  Accomack  Co.  Va.  For  20  lbs.  cash  in  hand,  sold  to  Arthur  Barnes 
100  acres  of  land  scituate  lying  and  being  in  Accomack  County,  being  part  of  a 
large  tract  containing  700  acres  lying  near  a  branch  called  Indian  Town  Branch 
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in  the  Co.  aforesaid— viz  beginning  at  a  Spanish  Oak  tree  standing  at  the  head  of 
Robert  Snead’s  land  and  adjoining  Widow  Shearwood’s  land  and  from  thence 
running  northwest  to  an  oak  adj.  Middleton  Melson  and  from  thence  joining  upon 
Joseph  Melson  &  Stephen  Allen  up  to  Comfort  Dunton’s  land  then  south  from 
Jacob  Dunton’s  from  thence  south,  etc.  whereof  I  am  the  true  sole  and  lawful 
owner  of  the  above  bargained  Premises  and  am  lawfully  seized  and  Possessed  of 
the  same  in  mine  own  Propper  right  as  a  good  &  Perfect  8c  Absolute  Estate  of 
Inheritance  etc. 

Signed 

Henry  Ayres 

At  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  May  30, 
1744  Henry  Ayres  presented  &  Acknowledged  the 
within  indenture  to  Arthur  Barnes  to  be  his  Act  8c 
Deed  8c  by  the  Court  admitted  to  Record. 


Richard  Hill  Ayres 

Son  of  John  Ayres ,  Mariner,  and  Alary  Hill  Ayres. 

RICHARD  HILL  AYRES  married  Esther  Wilkins,  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Wilkins  of 
Northampton  County,  Virginia,  proven  by  a  deed  of  gift  given  in  the  following  page  —  he  is 
called  “Richard  Eyres”  in  that  record,  but  his  identity  is  perfectly  established  by  his  will  and 
that  of  his  son  Richard. 

In  his  own  will  he  refers  to  his  grandfather  Richard  Hill’s  bequest  of  land  —  and  Richard 
Ayres  his  son,  whose  will  was  dated  May  17,  1721,  leaving  legacy  to  “my  cousin  Nathaniel 
Wilkins,”  son  of  William  Wilkins. 

As  Richard  Hill  Ayres  left  but  two  sons,  both  of  whom  died  without  issue,  proven  by 
Richard  Junr’s  will,  there  are  none  by  the  name  of  Ayres  who  are  his  descendants. 

The  following  data  prove  that  Richard  Hill  Ayres  left  no  male  descendants. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville 
Northampton  County,  Virginia 
Volume  16,  Folio  345 

July  24,  1701,  Nathaniel  Wilkins  gave  to  his  daughter  Esther  Eyres,  wife  of 
Richard  [Hill]  Eyres  of  Accomack  County  a  negro  boy  known  by  the  name  of 
William  after  her  death  “to  her  eldest  Sonne  and  my  Grandsonne  Richard  Eyres.” 
This  was  recorded  April  4th,  1703. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House 

Accomack  County,  Virginia 

Deeds  &  Will  Book  iyiyrj2C),  Page  47 

WILL  OF  RICHARD  HILL  AYRES 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  ye  21  day  of  December  1717  I  Richard  Hill  Ayres 
of  ye  County  of  Accomack  being  sick  and  weak  in  body  but  of  good  8c  sound 
memory  giveing  praise  to  God  for  ye  same  and  all  his  blessings  bestowed  upon  me 
and  considering  ye  uncertainty  of  mans  life  doe  therefore  make  &  appoint  this  to 
be  my  Last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following  and  first  and  Prin- 
cipallie  I  Doe  bequeath  my  soule  to  God  ye  Great  Creator  of  all  things  being  sorie 


Signed  Sealed  8c  Delivered 
in  the  Presence  of 
John  Evans, 

Mark 

Seb  Cropper 
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and  truly  penitent  for  all  my  Sins  Hoping  and  sted  fastlie  believing  through  the 
merits  and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ  my  Redemer  to  receive  a  full  and  free  pardon 
for  them  all  and  a  place  amongst  ye  blest  for  endless  hapines  and  my  body  to  ye 
earth  from  whence  it  was  taken  desiring  a  decent  interment  of  ye  same  at  ye  direc¬ 
tion  of  my  deare  &  loving  wife  Esther  Ayres  whome  I  doe  hereby  constitute  and 
appoint  to  be  my  full  and  whole  executrix  and  as  and  for  what  wordlie  estate  ye 
Lord  in  his  mercie  has  bestoed  on  me  I  doe  devise  of  as  followeth  all  my  just  debts 
being  paid  I  doe  Give  and  bequeath  to  my  sd  wife  my  plantation  wheare  I  now 
live  for  and  during  her  natural  life  with  all  the  profits  thereof  and  at  her  decease 
I  doe  give  8c  bequeath  the  sd  plantation  together  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  Land  to  my  Son  Richard  Ayres  and  his  Lawfull  heirs  begoten  of  his  body  forever 
it  being  the  one  halfe  of  a  tract  of  Land  left  me  by  my  grandfather  Richard  Hill 
deceased. 

Item  —  I  give  to  my  son  John  Ayres  ye  other  halfe  of  Land  it  containing  three 
hundred  acres  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  two  sons  Richard  &  John  Ayres 
8c  my  Will  is  that  ye  land  shall  be  devided  beginning  at  ye  corner  tie  that  parts 
ye  land  between  Hill  Drummond  8c  I  and  from  thence  to  ye  branch  on  ye  south  side 
of  my  tract  of  Land  and  if  either  of  my  two  sons  should  die  in  their  menoritie  or 
without  Lawfull  heires  then  there  part  so  devised  shall  revert  and  fall  to  ye  survivor. 

Item  —  I  give  to  my  wife  Ester  her  Choyse  of  my  beds  8c  bolster  a  rug  and  a 
pare  of  blankets  8c  a  pair  of  shets  and  my  will  is  yt  at  my  wifes  death  that  bed  Rug  8c 
blankets  and  shets  given  her  shall  revert  and  fall  to  my  daughter  Mary  Ayres. 

Item  —  I  Give  to  my  Son  Richard  Ayres  one  feather  bed  &  bolster  one  rug  8c 
pare  of  blankets  8c  a  Pr  of  shets  and  to  my  sd  son  Richard  Ayres  my  new  gun. 

Item  —  I  give  to  my  son  John  Ayres  one  feather  bed  8c  bolster  one  rug  8c  a 
pare  of  Blankets  8c  a  pare  of  Shets  and  my  old  Gun. 

Item  —  I  give  to  my  daughter  Esther  Ayres  one  feather  bed  and  bolster  one 
Rug  8c  a  pare  of  Blankets  &  pair  of  Shets. 

Item  —  I  give  to  my  daughter  Ann  Frances  Ayres  one  feather  bed  and  bolster 
one  rug  one  pare  of  blankets  and  a  pare  of  shets  and  my  will  is  yt  what  part  of  my 
estate  not  mentioned  I  give  all  and  every  part  to  my  sd  wife  Esther  Ayres  during 
her  widow  hood  but  my  will  is  that  if  my  wife  should  marry  again  then  what  part 
of  my  estate  that  then  is  in  being  not  mentioned  to  be  equally  divided  between  my 
sd  wife  8c  children  and  my  will  is  that  if  my  sd  son  Richard  Ayres  should  have  a 
mind  to  seat  on  that  hundred  8:  fifty  Acres  of  land  devised  him  he  shall  not  be 
debarred  nor  hindered  by  my  sd  wife  all  of  which  I  doe  confirm  with  my  hand  8c  seal 
the  day  8c  yeare  above  said 

Witness  Hill  Drummond  Richard  Hill  Ayres  (LS) 

Francis  Welbourne 

Mary  Chance 

Sami  Welbourne 

The  within  Last  Will  8c  Testament  of  Richard  Hill  Ayres  was  proved  in  open 
Court  of  Accomack  County  by  the  oaths  of  Hill  Drummond  Francis  Welbourne  8c 
Samuel  Welbourne  three  of  the  witnesses  to  the  same  June  ye  3d  1718  wch  ye  Court 
admitted  to  record. 

Teste  Chas  Snead  Cl.  Cur 
Chas  Snead  Cl.  Cur 
Recorded  June  ye  11th  1718. 
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Clerk’s  Office ,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County ,  Virginia 
Court  Order  Book  1719-24 
Page  96 

At  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  by  ye  Justices  of  sd  County  April  y2  2d  1723. 

Ordered  th.  Mr.  Daniel  Welbourne  Charles  Taylor  Capt  John  Watts  8c 
Samuell  Welbourne  or  any  three  of  them  Inventory  8c  appraise  ye  estate  of  Richd. 
Hill  Ayres  deed,  sometime  between  this  8c  ye  next  Court  8c  make  return  thereof  8c 
wh.  they  repraise  to  ye  next  Justice  of  ye  peace  of  this  County  to  be  sworne. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia 
Court  Order  Book  1719-24 
Page  76 

At  a  Court  held  8c  continued  for  Accomack  By  ye  Justices  of  ye  Peace  of  sd.  County 
March  ye  5th  1723. 

This  day  William  Chance  Jur.  petitioned  this  Cort  to  be  Guardian  to  Ann 
Frances  Ayres  8c  Mary  Ayres  ye  daughters  and  orphans  of  Richd  Hill  Ayres  deed, 
he  being  Intermarry’d  to  ye  widow  8c  Executrix  of  ye  sd  deed,  untill  ye  sd.  Children 
come  to  lawfull  age  to  choose  their  Gardian  8c  ye  Cort  taking  ye  same  into  con¬ 
sideration  doe  order  th.  the  sd  Wm.  be  guardian  to  ye  said  orphans  until  they  arrive 
to  age  as  afd.  he  giveing  bond  8c  he  presented  Mr  Danll.  Welbourne  8c  Mr.  Sacker 
Parker  securitys  who  ye  Cort  accepted  of  8:  ordered  ye  sd  Clk.  take  bond  accord¬ 
ingly. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia 
Court  Order  Book  1719-24 
Page  78 

At  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  by  ye  Justices  of  sd  County  June  ye  2d  1724. 

This  day  Easter  Chance  late  Easter  [Esther]  Ayres  Exec,  of  ye  Last  Will  8c 
Testament  of  Richd.  Hill  Ayres  deed,  presented  to  this  Cort  ye  Inventory  8c 
Appraisement,  of  ye  estate  of  ye  sd  Richd.  Hill  Ayres  deed,  she  being  sworne  to  the 
same  according  to  law  wch.  ye  cort  admitted  to  record. 

This  day  William  Chance  Jur.. ..as  Intermaring  with  Easter  Ayres  wid.  8c 
Exec,  of  Richd.  Hill  Ayres  deed,  psented  to  this  Cort  the  Inventory  of  the  dividion 
of  ye  estates  of  ye  sd  Richd  Hill  Ayres  deed,  between  him  8c  ye  Children  wch.  ye 
Cort  admitted  to  Record. 

That  Richard  Hill  Ayres  left  no  male  descendants  who  left  descendants  is  proven  by 
tire  will  of  his  son  Richard  Ayres,  which  follows.  In  this,  Richard  Ayres  states  that  his  brother, 
John  Ayres,  is  dead,  and  that  his  land  had  reverted  to  him.  He  then  bequeathed  his  estate  to 
his  two  sisters,  Ann  and  Easter  Ayres,  proving  that  neither  he  nor  his  brother  John  left 
male  issue. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Deeds  1719-1729 
Page  198 

Recorded  May  17  —  1721. 

I  Richard  Ayres  [son  of  Richard  Hill  Ayres]  of  Accomack  County  sick  weak 
8cc  —  To  be  decently  buried  at  discretion  of  my  executrix  hereafter  named  —  I  will 
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8c  bequeath  ye  150  acres  of  land  y£  my  father  Richard  Hill  Ayres  did  leave  8c 
bequeath  to  my  brother  John  Ayres  he  dying  it  ye  sd  land  did  fall  8c  revert  to  me 
by  my  fathers  will.  I  do  give  8c  bequeath  ye  said  land  to  my  sister  Ann  Frances 
Ayres  and  to  ye  heirs  of  her  body  forever.  8c  for  want  of  heirs  to  my  sister  Easter 
Ayres  8c  her  lawfully  begotten  heirs  for  ever-ever  —  My  horse  sadle  8c  bridle  to  my 
Mother  Easter  Ayres  —  for  want  of  heirs  to  my  sister  Mary  Ayres  8c  for  want  of  heirs 
to  my  cozen  Nathaniel  Wilkins  ye  son  of  William  Wilkins  8c  His  heirs 

The  100  acres  my  grandfather  Christopher  Thomson  did  bequeath  to  me  I 
give  unto  my  sister  Mary  Ayres  8c  her  heirs  for  ever  8c  for  want  of  heirs  to  my  Cozen 
Thomas  Wilkins  son  of  Thomas  Wilkins. 

Richard  Ayres. 

The  within  last  Will  8c  Testament  of  Richard  Ayres  deceased  was  proved  in 
open  Court  Accomack  County  by  the  oathes  of  John  Watts  Daniel  Welbourne  8c 
John  Thompson  Witnesses  to  the  same.  May  ye  2  — 1721— Which  ye  court 
admitted  to  record  — 

Test  Chas.  Snead  Cl.  Crt. 

Recorded  May  17th—  1721 

* 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accornac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Court  Order  Book  1719-24. 

Page  29 

At  a  Court  held  for  Accornac  County  by  his  Majties  Justices  of  ye  peace  for 
ye  sd  County  May  ye  2d  1721. 

This  day  Ester  Ayres  mother  8c  Exor  of  ye  Last  will  8c  testament  of  ye  sd  Richd. 
Ayres  deed,  for  probacon  she  being  first  sworne  to  ye  same  according  to  law  8c  ye 
sd  will  was  proved  in  open  Cort  by  the  oaths  of  Jno  Watts  Daniel  Welbourne  8c 
John  Tomson  ye  three  witnesses  to  ye  same  wch  ye  Cort  allowed  as  sufficient  proofe 
in  order  for  a  certificate  for  probacon  as  ye  law  directs  8c  admitted  ye  sd  Will  to 
record. 

Edmund  Ayres 

Son  of  John  Ayres,  Mariner,  and  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres. 

EDMUND  AYRES  of  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  is  mentioned  but  a  few  times  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  records  of  Virginia.  His  name  was  spelled  both  “Edmund”  and  “Edmond”. 

In  the  will  of  his  grandfather,  Captain  Richard  Hill,  Ed?nond  Ayrs  was  bequeathed  250 
acres  of  land,  being  half  of  the  plantation  whereon  his  father  John  Ayres,  lived. 

From  his  step-father  Xpher  Thomson,  Edmond  Ayres  and  Ann  his  wife,  inherited  500 
acres  of  land  between  Black  Water  Creek  and  Vineses  Creek  in  the  Province  of  Maryland, 
and  after  their  deaths  the  estate  went  to  their  daughters,  Tabitha  and  Anna  Mary. 

The  following  data  prove  that  Edmund  Ayres  conveyed  the  250  acres  left  him  by  Captain 
Richard  Hill,  to  John  Thomson,  Feb.  27,  1706/7,  evidently  leased,  as  he  bequeathed  this 
land  in  his  will,  given  in  the  following  pages. 

Edmund  Ayres  had  no  son  and  his  landed  estate  was  bequeathed  in  part  to  his  five 
daughters,  to  his  brother  Francis  Ayres,  and  to  his  cousin,  Capt.  Richard  Drummond. 
Edmund  Ayres  left  no  male  descendants. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomack  County 
Accornac  Court  House,  Virginia 
Will  Book  (17 1 7-1729)  folio  84. 
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WILL  OF  EDMUND  AYRES 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  the  tenth  Day  of  December  1718  I  Edmund  Ayres 
of  ye  County  of  Accomack  being  very  Sick  8c  weak  in  body  but  of  perfect  mind  & 
Memory  thanks  be  given  unto  God,  therefore  calling  unto  mind  the  Mortality  of 
my  body  &  knowing  yt  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  dye  doe  make  8c  ordain 
this  my  last  Will  &  Testament  yt  is  to  say  princibly  &  first  of  all  I  give  &  recomend 
my  soul  unto  ye  hands  of  God  yt  gave  it  &  my  body  to  ye  earth  from  whence  it  came 
to  be  buried  in  Devout  Christian  burial  at  ye  discretion  of  my  Exec  hereinafter 
named  &c  and  as  touching  such  worldly  Estate  as  God  of  his  mercy  hath  blessed  me 
in  this  life  I  Give  8c  bequeath  as  followeth  — 

Item  —  I  give  8c  bequeath  this  Land  &  plantation  whereon  I  now  live  being 
three  hundred  acres  I  give  ye  same  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  five  Daugh¬ 
ters,  Comfort,  Tabitha,  Patiance,  Huldah  8c  Elizabeth  Ayres;  to  them  &  their  heirs 
forever  after  my  wife  dec’d;  or  marriage  &  if  any  or  Either  of  my  sd.  Daughters 
aforesd;  die  in  their  minority  or  without  issue  then  it  is  my  Will  that  ye  Survivor 
to  Enjoy  ye  Dec’d  part  — 

Item  —  I  Give  &  bequeath  unto  my  Daughter  Tabitha  Onions  one  Cow  8c 
Calfe  - 

Item  —  I  Give  unto  my  Daughter  Anne  Mary  One  Cow  &  Calfe  — 

Item  —  I  Give  8c  bequeath  all  the  rest  of  my  personal  Estate  to  my  loving  wife 
Anne  during  her  Naturale  life  or  marriage;  &  if  my  sd  wife  Should  Marry  then  ye 
sd.  Estate  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  8c  between  my  sd.  wife  8c  five  Daughters 
Tabitha,  Comfort,  Patiance,  Huldah  8c  Elizabeth  8c  if  my  wife  dieth  before  she 
marries  then  ye  sd,  estate  to  be  equally  divided  between  ye  aforesd,  five  daughters 
8c  their  heirs  8cc  Excepting  one  feather  bed  8c  furniture  well,  I  Give  to  my  Daughter 
Anne  Mary  8c  her  heirs;  8c  my  meaning  is  yt,  if  my  wife  marrieth  or  not  ye;  aforesd; 
bed  8c  furniture  I  Give  to  my  sd.  Daughter  Ann  Mary  as  aforesd.  — 

Item  —  I  give  unto  my  brother  Francis  Ayres  8c  Capt  Richd:  Drummond  two 
hundred  8c  fifty  acres  of  Land  lying  8c  being  at  hunting  Creek  branch  joyning  on  ye 
land  of  my  sd.  brother  Francis  being  ye  halfe  of  five  hundred  Acres  of  land  Given 
by  Capt.  Richd:  Hill  to  me  8c  my  brother  Henry  Ayres  well.  sd.  two  hundred  8c 
fifty  acres  of  Land  I  Give  to  them  8c  their  heirs  forever;  for  a  valuable  consideration 
already  rec’d:  by  me  of  them  ye:  sd  Francis  8:  Capt  Richd.  Drummond. 

Item  —  My  will  8c  desire  is  that  my  Brother  Francis  8c  Capt.  Richd.  Drummond 
be  aiding  and  asisting  to  my  Executrix  hereafter  named  — 

Item  —  I  ordaine  8c  appoint  my  loveing  wife  to  be  my  hole  8:  sole  executrix  of 
this  my  Last  will  8c  Testamt.  revoking  all  other  wills  8:  Testamts.  by  me  formerly 
made  8c  doe  ordaine  this  to  be  my  last  will  8c  Testamt.  In  Witness  I  have  hereunto 
sett  my  hand  8c  seale  the  day  8c  year  first  above  written 
Signed  Sealed  published  8c  declaredd 
this  to  be  my  Last  will  8c  testamt. 
in  ye  presents  of 
Cha:  Snead 

his 

Thomas  T  x  Copes 

mark  his  mark 

Edmond  Bowman  Cropper  Edmund  E  x  Ayres 

The  within  Last  Will  8c  Testamt:  of  Edmund  Ayres  dec’d:  was  proved  in 
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open  Cort.  of  Accomack  County  by  the  oaths  of  Charles  Snead  Thomas  Copes  8c 
Edmund  Bowman  Cropper  the  three  witnesses  to  ye  same  August  Ye  4th  1719 
wch.  Ye  Cort.  admitted  to  Record. 

Teste  Cha.  Snead  Cl.  Cor. 

for  Accomack. 

Recorded  August  ye:  15th  —  1719  &:  Cha:  Snead  Cl.  Cor. 

Clerk’s  Office ,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Deed  1692-1J15 
Page  42J. 

27th  February  1706/7  I  Edmund  Ayres  of  Accomack  County  doe  sell  &:  set 
over  to  John  Thomson  of  sd  County,  his  heirs  8cc  —  one  parcel  of  land  given  by 
Capt.  Richard  Hill  late  of  ye  County  afsd  —  deceased  to  ye  sd  Edmund  Ayres  8c  his 
Brother  Henry  Ayres  lying  8c  being  in  Hunting  Creek  in  ye  aforesaid  County  on 
ye  south  side  of  the  Southern  Branch  —  now  in  possession  of  Frances  Ayres,  Easterly 
by  land  formerly  in  ye  possession  of  John  Ayres  deceased  which  sd  moiety  the  sd 
»  Edmund  Ayres  doe  hereby  firmlie  8c  fully  convey  8cc  to  sd  John  Thomson  (No 

money  and  no  acreage  mentioned) 

Wm  Chance  Edmond  Ayres  (Seal) 

James  Walker  Ann  Ayres  (Seal) 

Acknowledged  October  6,  1707.  her 

mark 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Wills  —  E777-/777 
Page  52. 

May  18,  1737  — Thomas  Onions,  wife  Tabitha  [Ayres,  dau.  of  Edmund]  to 
wife  250  acres  of  land  being  part  of  a  tract  that  fell  to  her  by  the  decease  of  Chris¬ 
topher  Tompson  —  being  situate  on  Black  Water  Creek  8c  Venesse’s  Creek  in  the 
Province  of  Maryland.  Daughters  —  Elizabeth  8:  Comfort,  my  brother  John 
Onions. 

Having  set  forth  in  the  preceding  all  data  bearing  on  four  of  the  sons  of  John  Ayres, 
Master  Mariner,  none  of  whom  left  male  descendants  in  Virginia  who  had  male  descendants, 
we  now  proceed  with  the  line  of  descent  through  the  third  son,  Francis  Ayres,  Sr. 

Our  next  generation  is  Francis  Ayres,  the  only  son  of  John  Ayres,  Master  Mariner,  and 
his  wife  Mary  Hill,  who  had  male  issue  that  had  male  issue.  His  brothers’  male  children  died 
in  their  youth,  and  their  lines  were  continued  through  daughters  only. 

Second  Generation 

This  FRANCIS  AYRES,  b.  l668,  the  third  child  and  second  son  of  John  Ayres,  Master 
Mariner,  and  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres  his  wife,  is  first  mentioned  in  the  will  of  William  Gowers, 
dated  July  31st,  1668,  as  follows:  “I  give  to  Francis  Ayres,  sonn  to  John  Ayres  300  acres  of  land 
and  one  cow  and  calf.” 

This  proves  that  Francis  was  born  before  that  date,  at  which  time  his  mother  Mary  (Hill) 
Ayres  was  twenty-two  years  old,  as  her  deposition  on  August  18,  1681,  stating  that  she  was  then 
35  years  old,  proved  her  born  in  1646. 

In  the  will  of  his  grandfather,  Captain  Richard  Hill,  of  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  dated 


60 


AYRES 


March  26,  1688,  he  is  mentioned  by  the  former  as  follows:  “I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Grand¬ 
son  Francis  Ayrs  and  to  his  heirs  forever,  two  hundred  acres  of  land  on  ye  head  of  Hunting 
Creek  aforesaid  bounded  between  two  fresh  water  Branches  commonly  known  by  the  name  of 
Drak’s  Neck  and  to  be  in  the  bottom  thereof  opposite  and  adjoining  to  a  parcell  of  land 
formerly  given  to  the  said  Francis  Ayrs  by  Will[iam]  Goures  [Gowers],  deceased.” 

In  addition  to  the  500  acres  inherited  through  the  two  above  bequests,  Francis  Ayres 
acquired  5791^  acres  by  Patent,  which  he  states  in  his  will  was  taken  up  by  his  son  for  him. 

The  first  transaction  in  which  the  name  of  Francis  Ayres  appears  in  the  Accomack  County, 
Virginia,  records  is  referred  to  in  the  following  abstract.  In  this,  his  wife  Sarah,  joins  in  the 
deed. 

Clerk's  Office ,  Accomac  Court  House 
Accomack  County ,  Virginia. 

Wills,  etc.  1692-1J15. 

Page  757. 

Jan.  7,  1696  —  Francis  Ayres  of  Accomac  planter,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  for  200 
lbs.  sterling  sold  to  William  Willet,  180  acres  lying  on  the  head  of  Hunting  Creek. 

Ffran.  Ayres  (Seal) 

Witness: 

Thomas  Bushell 

Christopher  Thomson 
County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Acco¬ 
mack,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy 
from  the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,’’  Clerk. 


The  Patent  for  579  acres  (i/2)  to  Francis  ‘‘Eyers”  next  given  is  mentioned  in  the  will 
of  Francis  Ayres. 


Fra:  Eyers 
579 

Escheat  Land 


Commonwealth  of  Virginia 
Land  Office  Richmond 
(Patent  Book  No.  10,  Page  232) 

George  &c.  Whereas  by  one  Inquisition  indented,  taken  in  Accomack 
County  September  the  fourth  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  seven  In  the 
Sixth  year  of  her  late  Majesty  Queen  Anne’s  Reign  by  vertue  of  a  Warrant 
directed  to  John  Custis  Esqr.  then  Fscheatr.  for  the  sd.  County  IT 
APPEARS  that  six  hundred  acres  of  Land  lying  in  the  sd.  County  doth 
Escheat  to  us  from  Wm.  Gowers  late  of  the  sd.  County  deed.  AND 
WHEREAS  Francis  Eyers  hath  made  humble  Suit  to  our  Lieut.  Governor 
of  our  Colony  of  Virginia  for,  and  hath  obtained  a  Grant  of  the  same  Land; 
which  Land  upon  a  Survey  returned  to  our  Secretarys  Office  by  James  Kemp 
Surveyr.  of  the  sd.  County  bearing  date  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  March  one 
thousand  Seven  hundred  &  fourteen,  is  found  to  Contain  but  five  hundred 
Seventy  nine  acres  THEREFORE  KNOW  YE  that  for  divers  good  Causes 
and  Consideracons  us  thereunto  moving,  but  more  Especially  for  &  in  Con 
sideracon  of  the  Sum  of  Two  pounds  of  Tobacco  for  every  acre  of  the  sd. 
Land  for  our  use  already  paid  by  the  sd.  Francis  Eyers  to  our  Receiver 
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General  of  our  Revenues  in  this  our  sd.  Colony  of  Virginia  WE  have  Given 
Granted  and  Confirmed  8c  by  these  prsents.  for  us  our  heirs  8c  Successrs. 
do  Give  Grant  8c  Confirm  unto  the  sd.  Francis  Eyers  8c  to  his  heirs  8c  Assigns 
forever.  All  and  every  part  and  parcel  of  the  sd.  five  hundred  seventy  nine 
acres  of  Land  lying  8;  being  on  the  Southern  Side  of  the  upper  part  of 
hunting  Creek  in  the  sd.  County  of  Accomack  and  bounded  as  followeth,  to 
wit,  beginning  at  a  marked  white  oak  Standing  near  the  aforesd.  Creek  Tun¬ 
ing  thence  South  Westerly  fourty  four  degrees  three  hundred  Sixty  six  poles 
by  a  Line  of  marked  trees  parting  his  Land  from  the  Land  of  Capt.  Richard 
Drummond  8c  John  Drummond  to  a  Cornr.  marked  red  oak  thence  South 
Easterly  twenty  two  8c  an  half  degrs.  two  hundred  eighty  eight  poles  by  a 
Line  of  marked  trees  parting  this  Land  from  the  Land  of  Mr.  Thos.  Custis 
to  a  Corner  marked  red  oak  thence  extending  North  Easterly  fourty  six 
degrs.  two  hundred  thirty  two  poles  by  a  line  of  marked  trees  parting  this 
Land  from  the  Land  of  Edmd.  Eyers  to  a  corner  marked  Chesnutt  Standing 
on  the  East  Side  of  the  sd.  branch  and  finally  running  thence  down  the  sd. 
branch  and  Creek  to  the  beginning  WITH  ALL  8cc.  TO  HAVE  HOLD 
8cc.  To  BE  HELD  Sec.  Yielding  8c  Paying  8cc.  PROVIDED  &c.  IN  WIT¬ 
NESS  Sec.  - 

WITNESS  our  Trusty  8:  Welbeloved  Alexander  Spotswood  our  Lt.  Gov- 
ernr.  8cc.  att  Wmsburgh  under  the  Seal  of  our  Sd.  Colony  the  Twenty  third 
day  of  December  one  thousand  Seven  hundred  8c  fourteen  In  the  first  year 
of  our  Reign 

A  Spotswood 

LAND  OFFICE,  RICHMOND,  VA. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of 
this  office.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  30th  day  of  March,  1922 

Jno.  W.  Richardson 
Register  of  the  Land  Office. 


The  following  record  proves  that  Francis  Ayres  sold  one  half  of  the  land  patented  him. 
Sarah  Ayres,  the  wife  of  Francis  Ayres,  renounced  her  dower  in  the  land. 


Clerk’s  Office ,  Accomac  Court  House 
Accomack  County ,  Virginia 
Deeds  77/5-/729 
Page  5/ 

July  1,  1718  Indenture  between  Francis  Ayres  of  Accomack  County  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  Planter  of  one  part  8c  Solomon  Ewell  of  Accomack  County  in  Virginia  Planter 
of  the  other  part  Francis  Ayres  for  10,000  lbs  of  tobacco  in  casque  to  me  paid  in 
hand  hath  Given,  Bargained,  granted,  sold,  aliened,  released  8:  Confined,  etc.  to 
Solomon  Ewell  and  his  heirs  forever  all  due  Right  Title  etc.  to  289  8c  1/,  acres  of 
land  being  one  moiety  or  half  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  containing  579  acres  of 
land  Escheated  for  want  of  lawfull  heirs  and  by  patent  granted  to  me  the  sd 
Francis  Ayres  which  patent  bearing  Date  the  23  day  of  Dec.  1714  being  on  the 
southern  side  of  the  open  part  of  Hunting  Creek  in  ye  sd  County  of  Accomack  — 
boundaries  omitted  —  a  line  of  trees  dividing  this  land  from  the  land  of  Capt. 
Richard  Drummond  and  John  Drummond,  also  adjoining  Mr.  Thomas  Custis 
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land,  to  have  &  hold  the  said  land  with  all  houses,  orchards,  fences,  garden,  pastures, 
water  courses,  wood  and  under  woods,  etc.  to  the  said  Solomon  Ewell. 

Fran  Ayres 

Benjamin  Coe 
Mark  Ewell 

The  above  deed  of  “Saile”  was  acknowledged  in  open  Court  of  Ac.  Co.  by  Francis  Ayres 
as  his  Act  and  deed  to  Solomon  Ewell  July  1,  1718.  Recorded  July  17,  1718. 

P.  52. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  writing  shall  come  know  ye  that  Sarah  Ayres 
the  lawful  wife  of  ffrancis  Ayres  within  mentioned  for  divers  good  causes,  releases 
and  Quit  Claims  to  Solomon  Ewell  forever  all  my  Right  Title  or  Interest  of  Dower 
that  I  now  have  or  that  may  or  shall  by  any  way  or  means  here  after  become  due 
in  the  within  mentioned  land. 

Sarah  Ayres 

Acknowledged  in  open  Court  as  above 
P.  52. 

July  2nd  1718.  Solomon  Ewell  sold  this  land  to  Richard  Drummond  Junr, 
of  Accomack  Co.  Va. 

Coe  &  Ewell,  Witnesses 
County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,’’  Clerk. 

According  to  the  next  record  Francis  Ayres  was  appointed  by  the  Court  “Surveyor  of  Ye 
Kings  Roads.” 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House. 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Court  Order  Book  1719-24 
Page  25 

At  a  Court  held  Sc  continued  for  Accomack  County  by  his  Majties  Justices  of 
ye  peace  for  ye  sd  County  October  ye  5th  1720. 

Ordered  that  Francis  Ayres  [Sr.]  be  Surveyor  of  ye  Kings  Roads  in  ye  Roome 
of  John  Fitzgarrill  Sc  that  he  forthwith  cause  ye  sd  Roads  to  be  cleaned  according 
to  law.  [He  was  then  52  years  of  age]. 

Francis  Ayres,  who  according  to  the  preceding  records  was  born  about  1668,  married  a 
wife  named  Sarah  whose  identity  has  not  appeared  in  the  records,  though  research  points  to 
her  being  Sarah  Mackwilliam,  daughter  of  Finla  Mackwilliam,  Sr.,  whose  brother  Finla  Mack- 
william,  Jr.  died  without  issue  but  left  legacies  to  his  known  relations.  Among  them  was  Jacob 
Ayres  who  evidently  was  a  kinsman  also. 

[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Va.,  Wills  &  Deeds,  1676- 
1690,  pages  459-460]: 

“The  Last  will  and  Testament  of  ffinla  makwilliam  being  sick  in  body  but 
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in  good  and  sound  sence  of  memorie  and  for  yc  better  ordering  of  that  small  Estate 
that  God  hath  bestowed  on  me  do  Order  setle  give  and  bequeath  the  same  in  man¬ 
ner  following: 


ffirst  I  doe  give  and  bequeath  to  my  two  sonns  ffinla  and  Overdon  and  to  their 
lawfull  heires  for  Ever  my  plantation  where  I  now  live  being  four  hundred  Acres 
of  Land  to  be  equally  divided  between  them  and  my  sonn  ffinla  to  have  that  Pte 
whereon  I  now  dwell  and  if  either  of  my  sd  sonns  doe  hapen  to  die  in  their  Minority 
or  without  lawfull  heir  of  their  bodies  begotten  then  his  Pte  of  y1-'  scl  Land  soe  dicing 
shall  fall  to  my  Daughter  Sarah  and  her  lawfull  heires  born  of  her  body  for  Ever 
and  if  both  my  said  sonns  should  die  in  their  Minority  or  without  heir  as  aforesd 
then  ye  other  half  of  my  Land  to  fall  to  my  Daughter  Patience  and  her  heires  for 
Ever. 

I  doe  allso  order  and  my  will  is  that  my  said  to  [two]  sonns  be  of  full  age  to 
Enjoy  theire  Estate  when  they  come  to  ye  age  of  Nineteen  yeares. 

I  doe  all[so]  Constitute  and  apoynt  my  Lo:  wife  Marv  Mackwilliam  to  be  my 
full  and  whole  Executrix.  I  doe  give  and  bequeath  to  my  said  wife  my  best  bed 
and  furniture. 

I  doe  allso  will  that  my  two  Daughters  Patience  and  Sarah  doe  live  and 
remaine  wth  their  Mother  till  they  Maree  or  till  their  sd  mother  see  fitt  to  lett  them 
goe  at  liberty  and  all  my  Daughters  allready  Maried  that  is  to  say  to  Margret  Leitch- 
field,  to  Elizabeth  Willet  and  Ann  Scott  I  doe  give  to  each  of  them  twelve  pence  as 
their  portion  of  my  Estate. 

To  George  Middleton  I  doe  give  and  bequeath  twelve  pence  as  a  portion  for 
his  deceased  wife. 

And  what  other  Estate  I  have  of  what  kind  soever  my  just  Debts  being  paid 
my  will  is  that  I  have  it  be  keept  on  my  said  plantation  till  my  youngest  comess  to 
full  age  and  then  to  be  Equally  divided  between  my  said  wife  &  my  two  sonns  ffinla 
and  Overdon  and  my  two  Daughters  Patience  and  Sarah  and  if  my  wife  doe  live  till 
my  sonn  ffinla  comes  to  full  age  my  will  is  that  he  shall  not  Molest  his  said  Mother 
but  that  shee  shall  peaceably  Injoy  my  now  Manured  Plantation  dureing  her  life 
all  Wise  provided  that  he  my  said  sonn  ffinla  shall  and  may  Seate  on  any  other  Pte 
of  his  land  and  if  my  said  wife  doe  hapen  to  Maree  then  my  will  is  that  my  psonall 
Estate  aforesd  be  Equally  divided  between  her  and  my  four  Children  viz:  ffinla, 
Overton,  Patience  and  Sarah  within  one  Month  after  her  soe  Intermarrying. 

I  doe  allso  will  and  Request  that  Coll.  Jn°  West,  Cap1  Richard  Hill  &  Jn° 
Drummond  be  overseers  of  this  my  will  to  see  it  pformed  in  all  points  and  for 
Confirmation  of  all  yc  foresd  Pticulars  I  doe  hereby  sett  my  hand  this  25th  day  of 
March  1687. 

These  words:  and  her  heires  for  Ever  interlined  in  ye  Originall  before  ye 
signing  hereof. 

John  Ayres  the  marke  of 

ye  mark  of  ffinla  -f-  makwilliam 

Thomas  -)-  Rila  Novemr:  ye  16th  1687  proved  in  open  Court  by  ye 

ye  mark  of  oaths  of  Jn°  Ayres  &  Thomas  Rila  and  John  Carie 

John  -f-  Cary  Aprill  the  3d  1688  and  allowed  of  by  the  Cort  and 

ordered  to  be  put  on  Record. 


Recorded  Decembr 
the  5th  1688 


TESte  jn°.  washbourne  Cle  Cur  Com  AccomL” 
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[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Va.  Wills  ire.  ij6i-ij6j, 
page  38]: 

“in  the  name  of  god  amen  I  Finley  McWilliams  being  very  Sick  and  weak 
of  body,  but  of  Sound  and  perfect  mind  &  memory  thanks  be  to  Almighty  God 
for  the  Same  but  Considering  the  uncertainty  of  this  Life  Do  make  and  Appoint 
this  my  Last  Will  &:  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following: 

Item  I  Give  and  bequeath  to  Susannah  Harrison  all  my  Flax  and  all  my 
Towli  of  all  kinds  8c  all  my  Peas  and  three  Barrels  of  Corn  and  two  Hogs  the  best 
I  have  but  one. 

Item  I  Give  8c  bequeath  to  Tabitha  Rolley  One  Iron  Pott  that  I  had  of 
James  Roley.  Also  I  Give  to  Tabitha  Roley  One  Young  Sow  and  One  Young 
Barrow. 

Item  I  Give  and  bequeath  to  Susannah  Harrison  all  my  Tobacco  8c  Seven 
yards  &  half  of  Linnen  and  One  Bedtick  8c  half  a  Barrel  of  Wheat  &  all  my  Wool 
that  I  have  in  the  house.  Also  One  Bible,  One  Spelling  Book  &  One  Small  Book 
And  my  Narrow  bitted  Ax. 

Item  I  give  to  Ann  Guy  my  Prayer  Book  &  all  my  Spoons. 

Item  I  Give  to  Jacob  Ayres  All  my  Leather,  if  he  will  pay  to  Susannah  Har¬ 
rison  Leather  for  two  Pairs  of  Shoes. 

Item  My  Will  is  that  all  the  remainder  of  my  Estate  shall  be  Sold  at  Public 
Vendue  And  after  all  my  Just  Debts  paid  All  the  Residue  of  the  Money  that  is 
raised  by  the  Sail  of  my  Estate  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  God  Son  George  Scott. 

Lastly  I  destitute  [sic]  &  Appoint  Thos  Riley  8c  Jacob  Ayres  my  whole  8c  Sole 
Extors  of  this  my  Last  Will  8c  Testament  to  See  the  Same  performed  According  to 
the  true  Intent  &  meaning  of  the  Same. 

In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  Sett  my  hand  &  Affixed  my  Seal  this  29 
Day  of  January  1762. 

Signed  Sealed  8c  Deliver’d 

In  the  prsence  of  his  mark 

Wonne  Rew,  John  Lewis,  Jonathan  Willet.  finley  X  mcwilliams 

Proved  February  23d  1762  by  the  Oaths  of  Wonne  Rew  8c  John  Lewis  And  Ad¬ 
mitted  to  Record  On  the  Motion  of  Thos  Riley  [Jr.]  8c  Jacob  Ayres  the  Extors 
therein  named  and  giving  Tho.  Drummond  8c  Jacob  Dunton  for  their  Security. 

thos:  holden  Cl.  Cur. 

Francis  Ayres  died  in  the  year  1721,  his  will  being  probated  on  June  6th  that  year,  a  copy 
of  which  follows.  He  left  two  sons,  Francis  and  Richard  Ayres  and  several  daughters. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House 
Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Deeds  ir  Wills,  Book  /7/5-/7251  Page  145 

WILL  OF  FRANCIS  AYRES 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  I  Francis  Ayres  being  very  sick  8c  weak  but  of  Good 
disposing  memory  thanks  be  to  Almighty  God  for  it,  first  8c  principally  I  Give  my 
soul  into  ye  hands  of  All  mighty  God  who  Gave  it  to  me  in  sure  8c  certain  hopes 
of  a  blessed  Resurrection  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  I  also  give  my  body  unto 
ye  Earth  to  be  desently  buried  as  my  Executor  shall  think  Coveniant. 

Item  —  I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  my  son  Francis  Ayres  two  hundred  Eighty 
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nine  and  a  half  acres  of  land  it  being  ye  plantation  whereon  I  now  live  it  being 
patened  in  his  name  to  him  &  his  heirs  lawfully  of  his  body  &  for  want  of  such  heirs 
to  the  next  heirs  at  Law. 

Item  — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Richard  Ayres  two  hundred  and 
Fifty  acres  of  land  lying  8c  being  upon  ye  head  branch  of  hunting  Creek  it  being 
ye  plantation  whereon  my  father  lived  to  him  &  his  heirs  lawfully  begoten  of  his 
body  &  for  want  of  Such  heir  the  said  land  to  fall  to  my  three  daughters  Sarah, 
Elizabeth  8c  Ann  to  them  and  their  heirs  forever: 

Item  — I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Francis  Ayres  one  fether  bed  & 
boulstere  a  Rug  8c  a  blanket  8c  one  Sheet: 

Item  —  I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Sarah  Ayres  one  fether  bed  8c 
boulster  and  one  Rug  8c  one  Blanket  8c  a  pair  of  Sheats. 

Item  —  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Ayres  one  feather 
bed  8c  boulstcr  8c  one  Rug  8c  one  blankett  8c  a  pair  of  sheats: 

Item  —  I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Ann  Ayres  one  fether  bed  8c 
boulster  one  Rug  one  blanket  8c  a  pair  of  Sheats: 

Item  —  I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Richard  Ayres  my  new  feather  bed  8c 
boulster  &  pillow  8c  my  Silk  Rug  one  blanket  and  a  pair  of  sheats: 

Item  —  I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  my  son  Francis  Ayres  one  Iron  pot  waying 
Sixty  pounds: 

Item  —  I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Sarah  Ayres  one  Iron  pot  waying 
thirty  pounds  Turn  over: 

Item  —  I  Give  8c  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Ayres  one  Iron  pot 
waying  thirty  three  pounds: 

Item  —  I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Ann  Ayres  two  Small  Iron  pots: 

Item  —  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Richard  Ayres  one  Iron  pot  waying 
thir  pounds: 

Item  —  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Francis  Ayres  a  gun  with  a  Spair 
Musel: 

Item  —  I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Richard  Ayres  a  small  Gun: 

Item  —  I  give  8c  bequeath  all  the  remainder  of  my  estate  after  my  debts  8c 
funeral  1  Charges  are  paid  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  my  five  children.  I  appoint 
Thomas  Riley  8c  Charles  White  to  be  over  Sear’s  over  my  children  8c  their  Estates 

. I  also  apoint  my  son  Francis  Ayres  Executor  of  this  my  last  Will  8c  Testamt: 

.  utterly  making  void  all  other  wills  and  Testaments  formerly  made  by 

me  as  witness  whereof  I  have  hearunto  Set  my  hand  8c  Seal  this  19th.  day  of 
January  1721. 

20 


Francis  Ayres. 

Signed  Sealed  8c  delivered  in 
the  present  of  us 
Middleton  Melson 
Wm.  Haislup 

The  within  last  will  and  Testamt:  of  Francis  Ayres  decd.  was  proved  in  open 
Cort.  of  Accomack  County  by  the  oaths  of  Middleton  Melson  8c  William  Haslup 
the  two  witnesses  to  ye  same  June  ye  6th.  172  1  wch.  ye  Cork  admitted  to  Record 


Teste:  Cha:  Snead  Cl  Cur  Coun.  AccomL 


County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 


:  •  i.  - 
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in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,”  Clerk. 

The  next  three  articles  refer  to  the  settlement  of  Francis  Ayres’  estate  by  his  son,  Francis 
Ayres,  Executor  of  his  father’s  will. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accornac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia 
Court  Order  Book  17 19-24 
Page  31 

At  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  by  its  justices  of  Peace  of  said  County  June 
ye  6th  1721. 

This  day  Francis  Ayres  [Jr.]  Exor  of  ye  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  his  father 
Francis  Ayres  deed,  presented  to  this  Court  ye  Last  Will  Sec  of  ye  sd  Franc.  Ayres 
*  Deed,  for  probacon  he  being  first  sworne  to  ye  same  as  ye  law  directs  &  ye  sd  will 

was  proved  in  open  cort  by  ye  oaths  of  Middleton  Melson  Sc  Wm  Haslup  ye  two 
witnesses  to  ye  same  Wch  ye  cort  admitted  ye  sd  will  to  record. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia 
Court  Order  Book  iy  19-24 
Page  32 

At  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  by  ye  justices  of  ye  Peace  of  sd  County 
Feb.  ye  5th  1722. 

Ordered  yt  Wony  Rew  [John  A.  Rew’s  brother,  “Wonny”],  Thomas  Ryly, 
Haselup,  Tobias  Bull  or  any  three  of  them  Inventory  &  appraise  ye  estate  of 
Francis  Ayres  deed,  sometime  between  this  &  ye  next  Cort  &  make  return  thereof 
&:  wt  they  appraise  to  ye  next  Justices  of  ye  peace  of  this  County  to  be  sworne. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia 
Court  Order  Book  iy  19-24 
Page  72 

At  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  by  ye  Justices  of  sd  County  Janry  7th  1723. 

This  day  Francis  Ayres  [Jr.]  Executor  of  ye  Last  Will  Sc  Testament  of  his  father 
Fra.  Ayres  deed,  presented  to  this  Court  ye  Inventory  Sc  appraisement,  of  ye  Estate 
of  ye  sd  Fra.  Ayres  deed,  he  being  sworne  to  ye  same  according  to  law  wch  ye  Cort 


admitted  ye  same  to  record. 

FRANCIS  AYRES  1ST.  MARRIED  SARAH  . .  had  issue: 

(1)  Francis  Ayres  2nd.  married  Tabitha . 

(2)  Richard  Ayres.  No  record.  (4)  Elizabeth  Ayres 

(3)  Sarah  Ayres  (5)  Ann  Ayres 


Third  Generation 

FRANCIS  AYRES,  2nd,  the  eldest  son  of  Francis  Ayres,  1st,  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  inherited 
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from  his  father  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  acres  of  land  “it  being  the  plantation  where  I  now 
live,  it  being  patented  in  his  name  to  him  and  his  heirs  lawfully  begotten,  etc.” 

In  the  patent  which  was  dated  Dec.  23,  1714,  it  is  stated  that  this  land  had  escheated  from 
Wm.  Gowers  (will  dated  July  31,  1668).  As  the  latter  had  bequeathed  300  acres  of  land  to 
Francis,  father  of  Francis,  2nd,  it  is  apparent  why  the  Patent  was  claimed  and  issued. 

Francis  Ayres,  2nd,  also  inherited  100  acres  from  his  step-grandfather,  Christopher 
Thomson,  whose  will  was  dated  December  g,  1703. 

He  administered  on  his  father’s  estate  in  the  year  1721  as  shown  in  report  on  Francis 
Ayres  1st. 

In  the  year  1723,  he  sold  for  ten  shillings  and  7  barrels  of  corn  his  right  in  land  sold  by 
John  Ayres,  Junr.  during  his  life  to  George  Haizlup  (this  was  merely  to  clear  the  title  as  his 
father,  Francis,  would  have  inherited  from  John  Ayres  as  heir  at  law  to  his  brother,  and  Francis 
Ayres,  2nd,  the  eldest  son  of  Francis  1st,  would  have  had  his  right  in  the  land— hence  the  quit 
claim).  This  shows  that  John  Ayres,  Jr.,  mariner,  left  no  male  descendants,  as  his  nephew, 
Francis,  2nd,  inherited  part  of  his  land. 

Tabitha,  the  wife  of  Francis  Ayres,  2nd,  appeared  in  Court  on  May  3rd,  1726,  and 
presented  her  relinquishment  of  Dower  in  100  acres  of  land  sold  by  her  husband  by  “Livery 
and  Seizin”  to  Henry  Custis,  April  27,  1726.  Her  maiden  name  does  not  appear  on  record. 
This  is  the  last  mention  of  Francis  and  Tabitha  Ayres  in  the  Accomack  County  records. 

As  Francis  Ayres  did  not  sell  the  289  acres  of  land  inherited  from  his  father,  it  had  to 
descend  to  his  heirs— of  whom  we  have  more  to  say  later  on. 

Following  is  the  quit-claim  from  Francis  Ayres,  2nd,  as  heir  at  law  to  his  Uncle  John 
Ayres,  Jun.  after  the  death  of  his  own  father,  Francis  Ayres,  1st. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomack  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Deeds  1J15-1J29 
Page  18  7 

August  6—  1723  I  Francis  Ayres  [2nd]  of  Accomack  County  in  the  State  of 
Virginia  for  and  in  consideration  of  seven  barrells  of  Indian  Corn  and  ten  Shillings 
cash  to  be  paid  by  William  Haiselup  &  George  Flaizelup  of  ye  county  afsd. 

Land  formerly  granted  to  John  Arew  [A.  Rew]  by  patent  formerly  in  North¬ 
ampton  and  sold  to  John  Ayres  and  the  said  John  Ayres  sold  the  said  land  to  George 
Haizelup  8c  the  said  George  Haze!  up  left  the  land  to  his  two  sons  William  &  George 
Haizelup  Containing  300  acres  bounded  as  follows  —  at  the  side  of  the  South  Side 
of  the  Southern  Branch  of  Hunting  Creek  8c  bounded  on  the  North  East  therewith 
on  the  north  west  by  the  land  of  James  Atkinson  in  the  S.  E.  by  land  of  Christopher 
Thomson  —  etc.  sold  his  right  to  said  land  to  the  Haselups. 

Frances  Ayres. 

Robert  Female 
Robert  Barclay 

Following  is  the  sale  of  the  only  land  disposed  of  by  Francis  Ayres,  2nd,  and  Tabitha,  his 
wife,  the  confirmation  of  it,  and  renunciation  of  her  Dower  by  Tabitha  Ayres. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia 
Deeds,  77/5-/729  — 

P.  248  —  27  April  1J26. 

Francis  Ayres  [2nd]  sold  to  Henry  Custis  of  Accomack  Co.  100  acres  of  land 
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situate  lying  and  being  in  Accomack  County  joyning  to  ye  land  formerly  belonging 
to  Christopher  Thomson  ye  sd  100  acres  is  bounded  westerly  from  one  side  of  the 
land  lately  belonging  to  Thomas  Prescoe  of  sd  County  neare  ye  Roade  called 
111  ,if  r'q  N<  i  I 

I  ilu  .ill. I  l  i. in.  la  .l.i  ui.ikc  .U‘!l\i'i\  an. I  sf  l.lng  l>\  gl\ mg  i'l  null  and  iwigg 
In  which  ye  sd.  Francis  Ayrs  do  put  sd  Fleur)  in  Quiett  and  lawlul  possession.  In 
witness  whereof  I  ye  sd  ffrancis  Ayrs  have  sett  my  hand  and  affixed  my  Seale  ye  day 
and  year  above  written. 

ffrancis  Ayres 

WIT.  Joseph  Mellon 
Michael  Custis 

Acknowledged  in  open  Court  May  3,  1726 
Recorded  May  13,  1726. 

Tabitha  lawfull  wife  of  Francis  Ayres  renunced  her  Dower. 

Tabitha 
Ye  marke 
Ayres 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,’’  Clerk. 


Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House 
Accomack  County,  Virginia 
Court  Order  Book  7727-3/ 

Page  33 

At  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  by  ye  Justices  of  sd  County  May  ye  3rd: 
1726 

This  day  Francis  Ayres  [2]  presented  to  this  Court  a  deed  of  sale  of  land  livery 
and  seizen  made  by  him  to  Mr.  Henry  Custis  8c  acknowledged  ye  same  in  open  Court 
to  be  his  act  8c  deed  well  ye  cort  admitted  to  record. 

This  day  Tabitha  the  Lawfull  wife  of  Francis  Ayers  psented  to  this  cort  her 
Relinquishment  of  Dower  to  a  tract  of  land  sold  by  her  Husband  to  Mr.  Henry 
Custis  8c  acknowledged  ye  same  in  open  cort  to  be  her  voluntary  act  8c  Deed  well 
ye  cort  admitted  to  record. 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,”  Clerk. 


■ 
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Fourth  Generation 

JACOB  AYRES,  born  circa  1733-1736,  first  appears  in  the  records  of  Accomack  County, 
Virginia,  on  July  4th,  1757,  on  which  date  he  leased  a  portion  of  his  land  to  William  Litchfield 
for  a  term  of  twenty  years.  In  this  lease  he  is  termed  “Jacob  Eyres”,  but  signed  his  name 
“Jacob  Ayres”. 

There  is  no  further  mention  of  Jacob  Ayres  in  the  records  of  Accomack  or  Northampton 
Counties  until  his  will  was  proved  in  Court  in  the  former  County,  May  1st,  1782. 

The  fact  that  he  neither  bought  nor  sold  land,  and  that  he  expressly  stated  in  his  will  that 
his  heirs  “shall  not  sell,  lease  or  mortgage  lande  devised”  by  him,  which  land  he  describes  as 
“the  plantation  my  father  lived  on”  proves  that  he  inherited  an  ancestral  estate. 

By  elimination,  and  the  further  proof  in  the  descent  of  family  lands,  and  the  perpetuation 
of  unusual  family  names,  Jacob  Ayres  is  shown  to  be  a  son  of  Francis  Ayres,  2nd,  and  Tabitha 
his  wife,  having  a  son  and  daughter  bearing  these  names,  also  a  daughter  Sarah,  the  name  of  his 
grandmother,  and  Edmund  and  Richard,  names  of  uncle  and  great  uncle. 

Francis  and  Henry  Ayres,  Revolutionary  soldiers,  were  probably  brothers  of  Jacob  Ayres, 
as  there  was  but  one  male  line  of  Ayres  in  Accomack  County  at  the  period,  so  far  as  records 
indicate. 

The  heirs  of  these  men  were  Wm.  Willet,  Thomas  Ayres,  Littleton  Ayres  and  Henry 
Ayres. 

Following  is  the  lease  from  Jacob  Ayres  to  William  Litchfield,  being  the  first  mention  of 
his  name  in  the  Accomack  County  records. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House. 

Accomack  County,  Virginia 
Deed  Book  No.  3  —  /757-/770 
Page  So. 

Know  all  men  by  these  Presents  that  I  Jacob  Eyres  of  the  County  of  Accomack 
in  the  Coloney  of  Virginia  am  held  and  firmly  Bound  unto  William  Litchfield  of 
the  place  aforesaid  in  the  fidl  and  just  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  Current  money 
of  Virginia  to  which  payment  well  and  Truly  to  be  made  to  the  aforesaid  William 
Litchfield  his  Heirs  Exrs,  Administrators  or  Assigns  I  Bind  my  self  my  heirs  Fxers 
and  Administrators  firmly  By  these  Presents  Sealed  with  my  Seal  and  dated  this 
fourth  Day  of  July  Anno  Domini  MDCCL  VII/J1757]. 

The  Condition  of  the  above  Obligation  is  such  that  if  the  above  Bound  Jacob 
Ayres  Shall  Let  the  aforesaid  William  Litchfield  his  Heirs  or  Assigns  have  a  certain 
parcel  of  Land  at  the  Lower  end  of  the  said  Jacobs  Land  Bounded  as  followeth 
beginning  at  a  certain  Slash  or  Gulley  Bearing  South  Westerly  from  the  house  of 
Thomas  Whartons  the  said  Gulley  Running  North  Westerly  and  South  Easterly 
Quite  a  Cross  that  part  of  the  Land  of  the  said  Jacob  Eyres  the  said  William  his 
Heirs  or  Assigns  to  hold  all  the  Land  the  South  side  of  that  Gully  within  the  Lines 
of  the  said  Jacobs  land  for  the  Term  of  twenty  years  the  said  Term  to  begin  on 
the  first  Day  of  January  next  Ensuing  and  the  said  William  Litchfield  his  Heirs 
or  Assigns  to  hold  the  above  mentioned  Land  from  the  first  Day  of  January  Next 
Ensuing  till  the  said  Term  of  Twenty  years  is  expired  for  the  consideration  of 
five  pounds  in  hand  paid  by  the  aforesaid  William  the  Receipt  Whereof  I  hereby 
acknowledge  and  Acquit  the  aforesaid  William  thereof  and  likewise  for  the  Con¬ 
sideration  of  five  shillings  Current  money  p  Annum  to  be  paid  by  the  aforesaid 
William  to  me  the  said  Jacob  from  the  first  Day  of  January  Next  ensueing  till  the 
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Term  of  Twenty  Years  is  Expired  and  the  said  William  his  Heirs  or  Assigns  to  be 
clear  from  pay.  The  Quitrent  of  the  said  Land  and  Likewise  the  said  William 
Litchfield  he  his  Heirs  or  Assigns  to  hold  the  above  mentioned  Land  free  from 
the  right  Title  Claim  of  the  afsd  Jacob  Ayres  his  Heirs,  Executors  Administrators 
or  Assigns  within  the  above  Term  and  the  sd  Eyres  Does  hereby  Warrcnt  and 
Defend  the  above  said  land  to  the  aforesaid  William  Litchfield  his  heirs  or  Assigns 
free  from  the  Claim  of  any  Person  or  Persons  Whatsoever  within  the  aforesaid 
Term  of  Twenty  Years  then  the  above  Obligation  to  be  void  otherwise  to  remain 
in  full  force  power  and  Virtue  Jacob  Ayres  (LS) 

[Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  presents  of  us  Thomas  Riley 

his 

x  William  Riley  William  x  Lewis 

mark 

At  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  April  24th  1759. 

The  within  Bond  from  Jacob  Eyers  to  Wm.  Litchfield  was  proved  to  be  the 
Act  and  Deed  of  Said  Jacob  by  the  Oaths  of  Thomas  Riley  and  William  Lewis  two 
of  the  Witnesses  hereto  and  Admitted  to  Record. 

Geo.  Holden  CL. 

Jacob  Ayres  died  in  the  year  1782,  proven  by  the  probate  of  his  will,  which  follows. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accornac  Court  House 
Accomack  County,  Virginia 
Will  Book  ire.,  ij8o-8j,  p.  177 

WILL  OF  JACOB  AYRES 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen,  I  Jacob  Ayres  of  Accomack  County,  Virginia 
being  sick  of  body  but  of  perfect  mind  &  Memory  thanks  be  given  to  Almighty 
God  do  make  &  ordain  this  my  last  will  R:  testament  in  manner  &  form  following. 

Imp.  —  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  George  one  hundred  acres  of  land  part 
of  the  plantation  I  now  live  on  taking  his  boundary  back  of  old  orchard  adjoining 
to  Ezekiel  Youngs  Plantation  running  along  to  the  swamp  &  from  thence  to  the 
black  haw  bush  at  the  bars  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever  and  if  please  God  he  should 
die  without  heirs  lawfully  begotten  of  his  body  my  will  and  desire  is  that  my  Son 
Levin  shall  have  the  said  one  hundred  acres  of  land  Also  I  give  and  bequeath  to 
my  said  son  George  my  Black  Smiths  Shop  with  the  bellows  and  all  my  Black 
smith  tools  one  bed  and  furniture  with  the  bed  stead  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever 
to  have  the  first  choice. 

2dly  —  I  Give  and  bequeath  to  my  Son  Richard  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
being  part  of  the  Plantation  my  father  lived  on  adjoining  to  his  brother  George 
to  him  and  his  heirs  forever  in  case  he  die  without  heirs  lawfully  begotten  of  his 
body  my  will  and  desire  is  that  my  son  edmund  Shall  have  the  said  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  also  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Richard  one  bed  bedstead  &  furniture 
to  him  and  his  heirs  forever  second  choice. 

3dly  —  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Francis  One  hundred  acres  of  land  the 
lower  end  of  my  plantation  adjoining  to  Richards  part  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever 
also  I  give  him  one  bed  bedstead  &  furniture  to  him  and  his  heirs  third  choice.  In 
case  of  his  death  without  lawful  Issue  my  will  &;  desire  is  that  the  said  one  hundred 
acres  be  divided  equally  amongst  his  brothers  my  will  and  desire  is  that  neither 
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of  my  sons  shall  sell  lease  or  mortgage  the  lands  above  given  to  any  except  of  their 
own  family  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  their  right  to  any  part  of  the  said  lands 
and  to  have  it  sold  and  divided  amongst  the  rest. 

4thly  —  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Salley  one  bed  bedstead  &:  furni¬ 
ture  to  her  &  her  heirs. 

5thly  —  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Levin  one  bed  bedstead  &  furniture  to 
him  &  his  heirs. 

6thly  —  I  give  &  bequeath  to  my  son  Edmond  [one  hundred  acres  of  land] 
to  be  applied  by  my  Executors  in  his  schooling. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  wife  the  bed  and  bedstead  I  now  ly  on 
bequeath  all  the  remainder  8c  residue  of  my  estate  not  given  to  be  equally  divided 
amongst  my  four  children  Sally  Levin  Tabby  8c  Edmund  to  them  and  their  heirs 
forever  in  case  any  of  them  shall  die  without  heirs  lawfully  begotten  of  their  body 
to  be  divided  equally  amongst  the  rest  above  named  and  will  and  desire  is  that 
my  wife  shall  enjoy  8c  possess  their  estates  till  they  come  of  age  or  marriage  during 
her  natural  life  or  widowhood  and  no  longer. 

Lastly  —  I  nominate  constitute  &:  appoint  my  wife  my  sons  George  &  Richard 
,  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  8c  testament  revoking  all  other  wills  8cc 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  25th  day  of 
May  1778. 

Signed  sealed  8c  acknowledged  in  Jacob  Ayres  (SEAL) 

presence  of 

Wm.  T.  Ross 

John  Riley 

John  Only 

At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  May  first  1782. 

This  will  was  proved  by  the  oath  of  John  Riley  8c  John  Only  witnesses  thereto 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded  George  Ayres  the  heir  at  law  to  the  Testator  being 
present  and  having  nothing  to  object  and  on  the  motion  of  Richard  Ayres  the 
Executor  taking  oath  8c  giving  Elijah  Grinalds  Sc  John  Riley  for  his  security  who 
entered  into  and  acknowledged  a  bond  for  that  purpose  certificate  is  granted  him 
for  obtaining  a  probate  thereof  in  due  form. 

Litt  Savage  C.A.C. 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,”  Clerk. 

The  last  reference  found  to  Jacob  Ayres  in  the  records  of  Accomack  County,  is  in  the 
following  record,  being  the  distribution  of  his  estate. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Will  Book  1788-94 
Page  31. 

Pursuant  to  an  order  of  Accomack  Court  dated  the  26th  day  of  December,  1 787. 
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We  the  subscribers  have  audited  the  Administrators  Accounts  of  Richard  Ayres  on 
the  Estate  of  Jacob  Ayres  deceased,  as  followeth. 


To  the  amount  of  Legacy  paid  the  Widow 

6 

0 

0 

To  the  amount  of  Legacy  paid  George  Ayres 

8 

1 

4 

To  the  amount  of  a  Legacy  paid  Richard  Ayres 

6 

0 

0 

To  the  amount  of  a  Legacy  paid  Francis  Ayres 

6 

0 

0 

To  the  amount  of  a  Legacy  paid  Sally  Ayres 

6 

0 

0 

To  the  amount  of  a  Legacy  paid  Levin  Ayres 

5 

0 

0 

To  the  amount  of  the  residue  of  his  personal  Est. 

126 

18 

8 

£ 

164 

0 

0 

Contra 

By  the  amount  of  Legacies  as  pr  above 

37 

1 

4 

By  oustanding  debts  paid 

4 

19 

6i/4 

By  allowed  the  Executor  for  his  Trouble  &c 

8 

4 

0 

Ballance  due  the  younger  Children,  Sally,  l 

Levin,  Tabitha  and  Edmund  Ayres  \ 

>i3 

15 

1 14 

£ 

164 

0 

0 

Certified  under  our  hands  this  14th  day  of 

February,  1788,  Robert  Drummond,  Thos  Lilleston 

William  Drummond. 

The  above  Inventory  and  Audit,  Returned  into  Court  February  the  27th,  1788, 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 


Test:  Littleton  Savage  C.  A.  C. 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the 
records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Common¬ 
wealth. 


[SEAL] 


“John  D.  Grant ,  Jr.,”  Clerk. 


[Accomack  County  District  Court  Records, 

Wills,  Deeds  ire.,  1800-1806,  p.  139]. 

Will  of  Ann  Ayres  [Wife  of  Jacob  Ayres]  of  the  County  of  Accomack  and  State  of 

Virginia,  dated  7  August  1800,  probated  16  May,  1801. 

“I,  Ann  Ayres  of  the  County  of  Accomack  and  State  of  Virginia  being  of  a 
sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory  do  Constitute  this  my  last  Will  &  testament 
in  manner  and  form  following  Viz: 

I  give  to  my  Son  Edmund  Ayres  my  Still  that  he  Has  now  in  possession  also  one 
Bed  &:  furniture  and  the  Rest  of  my  furniture  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  Ever. 

I  give  to  Hampton  Ayres  Son  of  George  Ayres  five  Dollars  to  him  &  his  Heirs 
for  Ever. 

I  give  to  my  Grand  Son  Elisha  Ayres  son  of  Levin  Ayres  Five  Dollars  to  him 
and  his  Heirs  forever. 

I  give  to  my  grandson  Richard  White  five  Dollars  to  him  &  his  Heirs  for  Ever. 

I  give  to  my  grandson  Francis  Ayres  Son  of  Francis  Ayres  five  Dollars  to  him 
and  his  Heirs  for  Ever. 

I  give  to  Ann  B.  Ayres  daughter  of  the  aforesaid  Francis  Ayres  one  black  gown, 
one  white  Cotton  peticoat. 
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I  give  all  the  Remainder  of  my  wearing  apparel  to  my  Daughter  Sally  White 
to  her  and  her  Heirs  for  Ever  as  Witness  my  hand  and  Seal  this  Seventh  day  of 
August  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred. 

her 

Signd  Sealed  ann  x  ayres  (SEAL) 

in  the  presence  of  mark 

George  Drummond 
his 

William  x  Melson 
mark 
James  Smith. 

“Probated  at  a  District  Court  for  Accomack  County  —  16  May,  1801.’’  This 
last  Will  &  Testament  of  Ann  Ayres  decd.  was  proved  by  the  Oath  of  James  Smith 
a  witness  thereto  and  Ordered  to  be  recorded  on  the  motion  of  Edmund  Ayres, 
taking  oath  and  Giving  Thomas  Bayly,  Sr.  for  Security,  who  entered  into  and 
acknowledged  a  Bond  in  the  penalty  of  One  Thousand  Dollars  with  conditions 
according  to  law.  Administration  is  granted  him  on  the  estate  of  the  Said  Ann 
,  Ayres  deck,  with  the  Will  annexed. 

Teste  EDMUND  BAYLY,  C.  D.  C.“ 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the 
records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Common¬ 
wealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,”  Clerk. 

An  Ayres  Bible  inscribed  “E.  B.  Ayres,  his  Book”  was  owned  by  Elizabeth  S.  Milliner  the 

wife  of  Mr .  Milliner  who  on  his  death  bed  gave  it  to  Dr.  John  Hack  Ayres  saying, 

“You  should  own  it,  my  wife  treasured  it.”  In  it  are  found  all  the  records  of  the  Ayres  family 
of  the  compiler,  including  her  father.  These  have  been  photographed  and  certified. 

A  “Thomas  Milner,  of  Nansemond  County;  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  1681  -’84 ; 
Speaker,  1691-93.  He  was  of  the  family  of  Appleton  Hall,  County  York,  Bart.,  England,  as 
indicated  by  his  armorial  bookplate:  Per  pale  or  and  sa.  a  Chev.  bet.  three  horse’s  bits,  counter¬ 
charged.  Crest— a  horse’s  head  couped  or,  bridled  and  maned  or.”  [ Virginian  Documents, 
published  by  the  Va.  Historical  Society,  edited  and  compiled  by  R.  A.  Brock,  1886,  p.  64]. 

[Family  record  copied  from  a  Bible  originally  belonging  to  E.  B.  Ayres  and  inscribed 
“E.  B.  Ayres  His  Book.”  Printed  in  1816,  (p.  677)]. 


FAMILY  RECORD 

Marriages 


Edmund  Ayrs  and  Cessey  His  Wife  was 
married  March  the  22  Annodomini  1800. 

Richard  J.  Ayres  (the  son  of  Edmund)  and 
Leah  W.  Johnson  the  daughter  of  John 
was  married  December  the  22nd  Ana- 
domini  1827. 

Edmund  B.  Ayres,  the  Son  of  Edmund,  and 


Elizabeth  Twiford  the  Daughter  of  Revel 
was  married  December  the  28th  Anna- 
domini  1822. 

John  J.  Ayres,  the  Son  of  Edmund,  and 
Margaret  B.  Pewsey  the  daughter  of 
Stephen  was  married  December  the  16th 
A.  D.  1829. 


■ 
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Marriages 


R.  J.  Ayres  and  Leah  His  wife  was  married 
December  22nd  1827. 

Births  of  R.  &  L.  Ayrs  children: 

James  Kellam  Ayres  the  Son  of  Rich.  J. 
Ayres  and  Leah  his  wife,  was  born  October 
18th,  1833. 

Edmund  John  Ayres  —  The  Son  of  Rich.  J. 
Ayres  and  Leah  his  wife  was  Born  Sep¬ 
tember  22nd.  1835. 


Hariet  Virginia  Ayres  The  Daughter  of 
Rich.  J.  Ayres  and  Leah  his  wife,  was  born 
July  27th,  1837. 

Sally  Francis  Ayres  the  Daughter  of  Rich. 
J.  Ayres,  and  Leah  his  wife,  was  born 
March  3rd,  1839. 

Rich.  J.  Ayres  the  son  of  Rich.  J.  Ayres  and 
Leah  his  wife  was  born  July  10th.,  1842. 


[Family  record  copied  from  a  Bible  originally  belonging  to  E.  B.  Ayres  and  inscribed 
“E.  B.  Ayres  His  Book.”  Printed  in  1816,  (p.  678)]. 

Births 


Edmund  Ayrs  Son  of  Jacob  Ayrs  and  Ann 
His  Wife  was  Bornd  February  26th  Anno- 
domini  1774. 

Cessey  Johnson  Daughter  of  Obediance 
Johnson  and  Rachel  His  Wife  was  bornd 
August  the  13th  Annodomini  1773. 

1st.  Richard  Johnson  Ayrs  Son  of  Edmund 
Ayrs  and  Cessey  his  Wife  was  Born  Feb¬ 
ruary  4th  Annodomini  1801. 

2nd.  Edmund  B.  Ayrs  was  bornd  August 
22,  Annodomini  1802. 

3rd.  Lusy  Y.  Ayrs  was  Bornd  January  20th 
Annodomini  1804. 


4th.  John  J.  Ayrs  was  bornd  July  4th  Anno¬ 
domini  1806. 

5th.  William  J.  Ayrs  was  bornd  October 
29th  Annodomini  1808. 

John  J.  Ayres’s  children: 

1.  Cessy  Ann  Elizabeth  Ayres  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Margret  his  wife  was  horned 
November  the  11  A.D.1830. 

Richard  Stephen  Ayrs  was  bornd  March 
16th.  1833. 

2.  Richard  Stephen  Ayres  was  born  March 
the  16th  A.  D.  1833. 

ElizebethS.  Milliner  Died  Dec.  18th  1879. 


[Family  record  copied  from  a  Bible  originally  belonging  to  E.  B.  Ayres  and  inscribed 
E.  B.  Ayres  His  Book.”  Printed  in  1816,  (p.  679)]. 

Births 


The  Following  are  the  births  of  Edmd.  B.  7. 

Ayres  and  Elizabeth,  His  wife  children. 

1.  John  Revel  Ayrs  the  son  of  Edmund  B. 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife  was  Bornd  Febru¬ 
ary  the  5th  A.D.  1824  at  8  o’clock  P.M. 

2.  Susan  Elinor  Ayres  was  born  August  the 
23rd  anadomini  1825  at  1  o’clock  A.M. 

3.  Edward  Twiford  Ayrs  was  Born  June  the 
4th  anadomini  1827  at  1  o’clk  A.M. 

4.  Jacob  Francis  Ayres  was  Born  September 
the  2nd  anadomini  1829  at  7  o’clk  P.M. 

5.  William  James  Ayres  was  Born  December 
the  30th  1831  at  2  o’clk,  P.M. 

G.  Rachl  Ann  Ayres  was  Born  December  the 
27th  1833  at  2  o’clk,  A.M. 


Henry  Clay*  Ayres  was  born  Saturday 
morning  at  10  mits.  past  12  o’clk  Nov.  the 
21st  1835. 

8.  Revel  Twiford  Ayrs  was  Born  Sunday 
night  Dec.  the  1  ith  1837  at  5  o’clk  A.M. 

9.  Elizabeth  Sarah  Ayres  was  born  Apr.  the 
9th  1840. 

[10.]  Louisa,  Francis  [sic]  Ayres  was  born 
April  5th  1843. 


*  Clay  was  inserted  in  the  above  to  manifest  my 
regard  of  a  distinguished  individual  by  that  name 
whose  positive  course  of  National  Policy  I  ever  did 
admire  as  being  consistent  with  the  principles  of  our 
Federal  Constitution. 
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Deaths 


Lusy  Y.  Ayrs,  Departed  this  life  September 
24th  1807.  Aged  three  years  and  eight 
months. 

Cessey  Ayrs  Departed  this  Life  June  15th 
1833.  —  Aged  5  years  and  10  months  and 
2  days. 

Edmund  Ayres  Sr.  Departed  this  life  Janu¬ 
ary  the  19th  at  9  o’clk  P.M.  A.D.  1834. 


Cassey,  Ann  Elizabeth  Ayres  departed  this 
life  Oct.  10th  A.D.  1833. 

Edmund  B.  Ayres  departed  this  life  March 
14th.  1844. 

Betsy  W.  Ayres  Departed  this  life  A.D.  1882 
Oct.  the  18th. 


[Family  record  copied  from  a  Bible  originally  belonging  to  E.  B.  Ayres  and  inscribed 
“E.  B.  Ayres  His  Book.”  Printed  in  1816.]. 

FAMILY  RECORD 

Deaths 


A  daughter  was  born  unto  Richard  J.  Ayres 
and  Leah  His  wife  April  the  23rd  1832  — 
Still  Born 

Revel  T.  Ayres,  son  of  Edmd.  B.  departed 
this  Life  March  the  30th  A.D.  1839. 

Harriet  Virginia  Ayres  the  Daughter  of 
Rich  J.  Ayres  and  Leah  his  wife  Departed 
this  life  March  22nd  1842. 

Sally  Francis  Ayres,  The  Daughter  of  Rich. 
J.  Ayres  and  Leah  his  wife  Departed  this 
life  March  17th  1842. 

Edmund  John  Ayres,  the  son  of  Rich.  J. 
Ayres  and  Leah  his  wife  Departed  this  life 
September  16th.  1843. 

Rachell  A.  Harrison  Departed  this  life  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  the  7th  of  May  1909, 
May  7th,  1909. 


Southey  S.  Milliner  was  born  Dec.  8,  A.D. 
1810,  Married  Dec.  29th  1845,  died  Dec. 
13th,  18G2. 

Susan  E.  Milliner  was  born  August  23rd. 
1825.  Married  to  S.  S.  Milliner  Dec.  29th, 
1845- 

Children: 

Susan  C.  Milliner  was  born  April  15th, 
1 847. 

Edward  F.  Milliner,  born  March  4,  1851. 
Elizabeth  S.  Milliner,  born  April  16,  1856. 
Mary  H.  Milliner,  born  June  18,  1859. 
John  J.  Milliner,  born  Nov.  30th.  1862. 
Henry  C.  Milliner,  born  Nov.  1st,  1866. 
Mary  LI.  Milliner,  Died  June  12,  1864. 
John  J.  W.  Milliner,  Dec.  4,  1862. 
Elizabeth  M.  S.  Milliner  died  15  of  Septem¬ 
ber  1889. 

Susan  E.  Milliner,  Died  31  July  1914. 


State  of  Virginia, 

County  of  Accomack,  to  wit: 


I,  Ruth  Parks,  a  Notary  Public  of  and  for  the  County  of  Accomack,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  family  record  is  a  true  copy 
of  the  family  record  contained  in  a  certain  Bible,  now  the  property  of  Dr.  John  H. 
Ayres,  of  Accomac,  Virginia. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  notarial  seal  this  the  5th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1931. 


My  commission  expires  May  31st,  1933. 
[SEAL] 


“Ruth  Parks” 

—  Notary  Public  — 


■ 


76 


AYRES 


Fifth  Generation 

Edmund  Ayres  the  youngest  son  of  Jacob  Ayres  and  his  wife  Ann  ( . )  Ayres,  was 

a  minor  at  the  date  of  his  father’s  death,  provision  having  been  made  for  his  schooling  in  his 
fathers  will. 

He  inherited  100  acres  of  land  from  his  father,  but  later  acquired  by  purchase  120  acres 
for  which  he  paid  $  1 300. 

This  land  was  purchased  from  Bowman  H.  Bayly  and  Euphemia,  his  wife,  on  March  26th, 
1821.  The  deed  for  this  land  is  given  in  its  sequence. 

Edmund  Ayres  married  Keziah  Johnson  of  Northampton  County,  Virginia,  the  marriage 
Bond  dated  March  8th,  1800— original  marriage  bond— Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton 
County,  Virginia.  Keziah  Johnson,  called  “Cassa”  in  the  following  Marriage  Bond  was  the 
daughter  of  Obedience  Johnson  and  Rachel  his  wife  of  Northampton  County,  Virginia.  See 
Obedience  Johnson’s  will  in  Johnson  Report. 

[Northamption  County  Marriage  Bond,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton 
Co.,  Va.]. 

“March  8th,  1800— Edmond  Ayres  and  Cassa  Johnson.’’ 

[Crozier’s  Va.  County  records,  Vol.  6,  p.  99]. 

Following  is  the  first  mention  of  Edmund  Ayres  as  acquiring  land  in  Accomack  County, 
Virginia.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  his  father,  Jacob  Ayres,  and  received  no  land  from  him 
except  in  reversion,  which  he  evidently  did  not  inherit. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House 
Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Deeds  iS  19-21 
Page  464 

Deed  made  26  day  of  March  1821  Between  Bowman  H.  Bayly  and  Euphamia 
his  wife  of  Accomack  County  of  the  one  part  &  Edmund  Ayres  of  the  same  place 
Witnesseth  that  the  said  Bowman  H.  Bayly  &  Euphama  his  wife  for  and  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  sum  of  $1300  to  them  in  hand  paid  by  the  sd  Edmond  Ayres  at 
ft  before  the  ensealing  &  delivery  of  these  presents.  The  receipt  whereof  is  hereby 
acknowledged  have  granted,  bargained  sold,  &  by  these  presents  do  grant  bargain 
sell,  alien,  enfeoff  ft  confirm  unto  the  said  Edmond  Ayres  his  heirs  &  assigns  forever 
a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  in  Accomack  County  in  which  the  sd  Bowman  H. 
Bayly  at  present  resides  containing  by  estimation  120  acres  be  the  same  more  or 
less  &  bound  as  follows,  to  Wit.  On  the  South  West  by  the  land  of  John  Bagwell 
on  the  North  East  by  the  land  of  Thomas  Bayly  ft  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Wise,  S.  E. 
by  the  lands  of  Wm.  Blackstone  and  on  the  S.  W.  by  the  land  of  Win.  Coard  If 
Thomas  R.  Riley  the  Main  County  Road  dividing  it  from  the  lands  of  Charles  C. 
Willett  together  with  all  the  rights  privleges  appurtances  there  with  belonging 
or  in  any  wise  appurtaning. 

To  have  &  to  hold  unto  the  said  Edmond  Ayres  his  heirs  ft  assigns  forever  the 
land  &  appurtenances  afsd.  to  the  only  proper  use  and  benefit  and  behoof  of  him 
the  sd  Edmond  Ayres  his  heirs  and  assigns  &  to  or  for  no  other  intent  or  purpose 
whatever.  And  the  sd  Bowman  H.  Bayly  &  Euphamy  his  wife  for  themselves  their 
heirs  ft  assigns  will  and  hereby  do  warrant  and  forever  defend  the  land  ft  appur¬ 
tenances  afsd  to  the  sd  Edmond  Ayres,  his  heirs  ft  Assigns  free  and  clear  Inun  the 
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claim  or  claims  of  all  and  every  person  whoever.  In  Testimony  whereof  we  have 
here  unto  to  set  our  hands  8c  affix  our  seals  the  day  and  year  afsd. 

Signed  sealed  8c  acknowledged  in  the  presence  of  us 

Jno.  B.  Walten  Bowman  H.  Bayly 

Michael  Higgins  her 

Robert  Drummond  Euphamia  Bayly 

mark 

Acknowledged  at  Court  held  28  day  of  March  1821,  by  Bowman  H.  Bayly  8c 
Euphama  his  wife  as  their  act  8c  deed  and  ordered  to  be  recorded  the  said  Euphama 
being  first  privily  examined  apart  from  her  said  husband  as  the  law  directs  8c  volun¬ 
tarily  consenting  thereto. 

Test  Richard  D.  Bayly  Clk. 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,”  Clerk. 


The  following  deed  shows  that  Edmund  Ayres  and  Kessey  his  wife  deeded  the  plantation 
bought  of  Bowman  H.  Bayly  on  March  26,  1821,  to  their  son  Edmund  B.  Ayres,  on  July  30, 
1827. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House 
Accomack  County,  Virgitiia 
Deeds  1828-30 
Page  9 

July  30th  1827  Edmund  Ayres  and  Kessey  his  wife  of  the  County  of  Acco¬ 
mack  8c  State  of  Virginia,  sold  to  Edmund  B.  Ayres,  for  $1300,  a  Certain  plantation 
8c  tract  of  land  containing  by  estimation  120  acres  —  (boundaries  same  as  those  of 
land  bought  of  Bowman  H.  Bayly)  In  Testimony  whereof  the  said  Edmund  Ayres 
Senr.  8c  Kessey  his  wife  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  8c  seals  this  day  8c  year  afore¬ 
said. 

Edmund  Ayres  (Seal) 

No  Witnesses  —  and  Kessey  did  not  sign  —  she  did  not  appear  in  Court  nor  is  she 
mentioned  when  Edmund  Ayres  acknowledged  the  deed  in  Court. 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the 
records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,”  Clerk. 
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The  following  seems  to  be  a  confirmation  of  the  foregoing  sale. 

Clerk’s  Office ,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  Comity,  Virginia. 

Order  Book  1823-29 
Page  389. 

At  a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  held  for  Accomack  County  at  the  Court  House 
thereof  on  Monday  the  24th  day  of  November  1828. 


Parties 

Kind  of  Property 

When  proved  ac¬ 
knowledged  8cc 

Edmund  Ayres 

Certified  by  two 

Justices  of  the 

to 

Land 

Peace  to  have  been 
acknowledged  before 

Edmund  Ayres 

them  by  Edmund  Ayres 
on  the  30th  day  of 
October  1828. 

The  following  deed  identifies  Keziah  (Johnson)  Ayres  as  the  daughter  of  Rachel  Johnson 
of  Northampton  County,  Virginia.  (She  was  the  widow  of  Obedience  Johnson). 

Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville 
Northampton  County,  Virginia. 

Deed  Book  XXVII -Page  323 

Edmond  Ayres  —  Edmond  Ayres  and  Cessey,  his  wife,  John  Young  and  Susanna, 
his  wife,  William  Johnson  8c  Peggy,  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Johnson,  Abel  Abdell  and 
Rachael,  his  wife,  and  Abel  B.  Johnson  to  Richard  Johnson  of  the  County  of 
Northampton  —  Sale  of  Land  —  “a  certain  Tract  or  parcell  of  Land  held  by  the 
aforesd  parties  in  parcenary,  by  descent  from  Rachael  Johnson  decd  Sd  Land  situate 
lying  and  being  in  the  County  of  Northampton,  Containing  Seventy  nine  acres 
more  or  less  and  bounded  as  follows,  to-wit:  Northerly  and  Easterly  by  the  Lands 
of  John  Johnson’s  heirs  and  William  James,  Southerly  by  the  Land  of  Teackle 
White  8c  John  Christian,  Westerly  by  the  Lands  of  Jno  Christian  and  William 
James”  —  Dated  May  4  —  1812  —  Recorded  April  12  —  1824. 

Edmund  Ayres  of  upper  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  died  intestate  during  January  1834, 
as  proven  by  the  following  record.  Richard  J.johnson]  Ayres  is  mentioned  as  one  of  his 
administrators. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Orders  —  1832-18  36. 

Page  233 

At  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  at  the  Court  House  there  of  on  Monday 
the  27th  day  of  January  —  1834. 

Page  236 

On  the  motion  of  Edmund  B.  Ayres  and  Richard  J.  Ayres  taking  oath  and 
giving  Bond  according  to  law  in  the  penalty  of  Six  Thousand  dollars  with  John  J. 
Ayres  8c  Wm  J.  Ayres  securities  thereto,  Letters  of  Administration  are  granted  them 
on  the  estate  of  Edmund  Ayres  dec’d. 
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Page  236 

Ordered  that  Francis  Ayres,  John  C.  Hall,  Thomas  Blackston  &:  John  R.  Drum¬ 
mond  or  any  three  of  them  being  first  duly  sworn  do  appraise  the  personal  Estate 
of  Edmund  Ayres  decd  and  make  report  thereof  to  the  Court. 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,’’  Clerk. 

Edmund  Ayrs  [Ayres],  son  of  Jacob  and  Ann  Ayrs  [Ayres],  his  wife,  was  born  Feb.  26, 
1774,  died  Jan.  19,  1834,  married  March  8th  [22nd],  1800,  Cessey  (Cassie-Kessie-Kessey) 
Johnson  (dau.  of  Obedience  Johnson  and  Rachael  his  wife),  born  Aug.  13,  1773,  died  bef. 
July  30,  1827.  For  generations  she  was  ever  remembered  and  spoken  of  affectionately.  Issue: 

,  1.  Richard  Johnson  Ayrs  [Ayres],  Sr.,  born  Feb.  4,  1801,  died  February  1872,  mar. 

Dec.  22,  1827  (Bible  Record),  [Dec.  20,  1827,  Marriage  Bond]  to  Leah  Wainhouse 
Johnson,  dau.  of  John.  Main  Line— Continued  in  the  Manuscript: 

2.  Edmund  B.  Ayres,  born  Aug.  22,  1802,  died  March  14,  1844,  mar.  Dec.  28,  1822, 
Elizabeth  Twiford,  dau.  of  Revel.  Issue: 

(A.)  John  Revel  Ayres,  born  Feb.  5,  1824. 

(B.)  Susan  Elinor  Ayres,  born  Aug.  23,  1825. 

(C.)  Edward  Twiford  Ayres,  born  June  4,  1827. 

(D.)  Jacob  Francis  Ayres,  born  Sept.  2,  1829. 

(E.)  William  James  Ayres,  born  Dec.  30,  1831. 

(F.)  Rachel  Ann  Ayres,  born  Dec.  27,  1833. 

(G.)  Henry  Clay  Ayres,  born  Nov.  21,  1835. 

(H.)  Revel  Twiford  Ayres,  born  Dec.  11,  1837,  died  Mar.  30,  1839. 

(I.)  Elizabeth  Sarah  Ayres,  born  Apr.  9,  1840. 

(J.)  Louisia  Francis  [sic]  Ayres,  born  Apr.  5,  1843. 

3.  Lusy  Y.  Ayrs,  born  Jan.  20,  1804,  died  Sept.  24,  1807. 

4.  John  Johnson  Ayrs  [Ayres],  born  July  4,  1806,  died  Apr.  10,  1855,  mar.  Dec.  16,  1829, 
Margaret  B.  Pewsey,  b.  Oct.  5,  1811,  dau.  of  Stephen  Pewsey  and  his  wife  Elizabeth 
Hancock.  Issue: 

(A.)  Cessy  (Kessey)  Ann  Elizabeth  Ayres,  born  Nov.  13,  1830,  died  Oct  .10,  1833. 
(B.)  Richard  Stephen  Ayres,  b.  Mar.  16,  1833,  d.  Jan.  17>  1885,  bur.  old  St.  George’s 
Episcopal  Church,  Pungoteague,  Va.,  mar.  Mar.  13,  1856,  Betsy  Ann  Hack,  born 
in  1830,  died  Dec.  25,  1903,  dau.  of  John  William  Flack  and  his  wife  Sabra  C. 
Cropper,  dau.  of  Thomas,  a  lawyer,  Acco.  Court,  Acco.  Co.,  Va.  Issue: 

a.  Annie  Ayres  mar.  George  E.  Winder. 

b.  Willie  Clay  Ayres,  mar.  William  Walker. 

Issue  —  2  children. 

c.  Dr.  John  Hack  Ayres,  third  child,  b.  July  12,  1865,  d.  Dec.  8,  1932,  famous 
physician  in  the  County  and  Town  of  Accomac,  having  been  a  member  of  the 
Va.  State  Medical  Ass’n.  During  World  War  I,  was  Medical  Examiner  of 
Soldiers.  His  profession  was  used  in  healing  the  sick  of  those  who  called  on 
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him  for  help,  regardless  of  class,  creed  or  color.  He  went  unguarded  in  the 
most  dangerous  conditions.  At  his  decease  his  books  were  filled  with  a  fortune 
of  unpaid  service.  Called  many  times  in  the  midst  of  his  meals,  which  were 
left  untouched.  He  was  needed  and  that  was  the  keynote  of  his  life.  Kind 
and  affectionate  to  his  family  and  all  who  knew  him,  which  included  the 
compiler  and  her  sister.  “Requiescat  in  pace”.  On  Nov.  0,  1895,  he  married 
Mary  Charlotte  Derby,  b.  Feb.  21,  1874,  living  i960,  dau.  of  Rev.  Henry 
Landon  Derby  and  his  wife  Charlotte  Basset,  of  the  famous  families  of 
Virginia.  Issue: 

(1)  Blackstone  Drummond  Ayres,  b.  Aug.  1,  1896,  a  Vestryman  of 
St.  James  Episcopal  Church,  Accomac,  Va.,  a  graduate  of  Virginia  Mili¬ 
tary  Institute,  Lexington,  Va.,  and  graduated  at  Law  from  the  University 
of  Virginia,  Charlottesville,  Va.;  was  Lieut,  of  Artillery  in  regular  army 
during  World  War  I,  in  France  with  the  47th  Army  Artillery  and  the 
79th  Division.  Established  his  office  in  his  home  town  of  Accomac,  the 
County  Seat  of  Accomack  Co.,  Va.  Served  a  term  as  member  of  Virginia 
House  of  Delegates  in  the  late  1920’s  under  Gov.  Byrd,  was  elected 
Feb.  24,  1951  Vice  President  of  the  Virginia  State  Bar  Association,  the 
first  Eastern  Shoreman  to  be  thus  honored.  In  addition  to  his  law  prac¬ 
tice  he  is  active  in  banking  circles  being  Vice  President  and  Director  of 
the  Eastern  Shore  Citizens  Bank.  He  served  as  Civil  Defense  Coordina¬ 
tor  for  Accomack  County  during  World  War  II,  and  afterward.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Order  of  First  Families  of  Virginia  1607-1620,  through 
his  grandmother’s  Hack,  Custis  of  “Mt.  Custis”,  Kendall,  Mason  lines. 
A  kindly  disposed  man,  his  popularity  is  undisputed.  On  Sept.  23,  1929, 
in  Richmond,  Va.,  he  was  married  to  Nelly  Marie  Bird,  born  Boston, 
Mass.,  Feb.  23,  1906,  dau.  of  T.  Gedney  Bird  and  his  wife,  Ethel 
Nuttury  Bird.  Her  parents  died,  and  as  an  infant  she  was  taken  by  her 
aunt  and  her  husband,  Capt.  Marshall.  After  her  aunt’s  death,  she  went 
to  New  York  and  lived  with  another  aunt,  Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Steinmetz, 
a  lady  of  esteem  and  culture,  and  her  husband,  who  brought  her  up  with 
their  own  children.  There  she  was  educated  in  the  classics  and  music. 
She  has  placed  her  musical  talents  as  organist  at  the  disposal  of  two 
Episcopal  Churches,  and  of  others  when  asked.  Issue: 

(a)  John  Hack  Ayres,  died  an  infant. 

(b)  Anne  Bird  Ayres,  married  Apr.  22,  1957,  Daniel  Hartnett. 

(c)  Blackstone  Drummond  Ayres,  Jr. 

(2)  Elizabeth  Hack  Ayres,  single,  b.  Feb.  8,  i8g8,  has  long  been  a  Teacher 
of  Music  at  the  famous  female  Finishing  School  “Foxcroft”,  near  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C. 

(3)  John  Cropper  Ayres,  b.  Dec.  30,  1899,  died  unmarried  Jan.  1926,  while 
attending  the  University  of  Virginia  as  a  medical  student. 

(4)  Mary  Derby  Ayres,  b.  Feb.  25,  1902,  a  graduate  of  the  old-established 
William  and  Mary  College.  On  June  30,  1933,  she  married  James  R.  V. 
Daniel,  Jr.,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  b.  July  17,  1900,  now  deceased.  Their 
only  child  is  James  R.  V.  Daniel,  III,  married  July  2,  1957,  Joanne 
Hoskins  Raines. 

d.  Daisy  Cropper  Ayres,  born  1869,  died,  single,  Dec.  30,  1955. 
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(C.)  John  W.  Ayres,  born  May  22,  1836,  died  June  25,  1920. 

(D.)  Abyssinia  H.  Ayres,  born  Dec.  19,  1838,  died  Apr.  13,  1841. 

(E.)  Edmund  Ayres,  born  Sept.  12,  1841,  died  Sept.  19,  1841. 

(F.)  Margaret  Sariah  Jane  Ayres,  born  Nov.  12,  1842. 

(G.)  Edmund  Ayres,  born  Sept.  22,  1845,  died  Sept.  29,  1845. 

(H.)  Edmund  Ayres,  born  Nov.  16,  1846,  died  Sept.  10,  1910. 

(I.)  Louis  F.  Ayres,  born  Nov.  18,  1849,  died  Sept.  28,  1850. 

(}.)  Betty  Pewsey  Ayres,  born  Oct.  6,  1854. 

5.  William  Johnson  Ayrs,  born  29  Oct.  1808,  Minister  of  the  Church  of  England.  Went 
to  James  City  Co.,  Va.  Died  there  unmarried. 

Sixth  Generation 

RICHARD  JOHNSON  AYRES,  Sr.  the  son  of  Edmund  Ayres  and  Cassa  [affectionately 
called  Cassie]  Johnson,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  February  4th,  1801, 
according  to  a  statement  of  his  son  and  namesake. 

He  was  married  to  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson  of  Occahannock  Neck,  Northampton 
County,  Virginia,  on  Dec.  20,  1827  — [Bible  Record,  Dec.  22,  1827]  —  Original  Marriage 
Bond,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  County,  Virginia. 

On  July  25th,  1825,  was  appointed  by  the  Court  of  Accomack  County  to  be  a  Con¬ 
stable  for  the  precinct  of  St.  Georges  Parish  for  two  years  —  his  father,  Edmund,  being  one 
of  his  bondsmen.  On  Nov.  24,  1829,  he  resigned  the  office  of  Constable,  proving  that  he  had 
continued  in  office  a  second  term. 

On  March  28th,  1836,  Richard  J.  Ayres  was  unanimously  appointed  by  the  Court  to  be 
Harbour  and  Ballast  Master  of  Andua  Creek. 

Although  his  father  sold  to  Edmund  B.  Ayres  land  he  bought  of  Bowman  H.  Bayly,  part 
of  it  (61  acres)  descended  to  the  children  of  Edmund  Ayres,  Senr.  —  proven  by  a  deed  between 
them  and  William  Johnson  to  whom  they  sold  the  land,  reserving  the  burying  ground  con¬ 
taining  the  remains  of  the  late  Edmund  Ayres. 

Richard  J.  Ayres,  Senr.,  became  the  trustee  for  many  persons  in  Accomack  County, 
Virginia. 

He  purchased  360  acres  on  Andua  Creek  from  John  G.  Joynes  on  June  1st,  1828,  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  land  of  Peter  Hack  and  Miss  Charlotte  Bayly.  The  residence  was  on  the  Creek  and 
on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  road  leading  to  what  is  now  Cedar  Wharf.  He  named  the  place 
“Ayresley”.  About  1851  he  purchased  the  land  at  the  fork  of  Andua  called  “Shepheard’s 
Plains”  which  Shepheard  Kerr  had  possessed  and  where  his  family  was  buried.  This  is 
where  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Hack  (Dawson)  Ayres  continued 
to  live  and  where  their  two  children,  Sarah  Bayne  Ayres  and  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres,  the 
compiler,  were  born  and  lived  until  they  removed  to  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Richard  J.  Ayres,  Sr.  and  his  wife  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson  were  first  buried  at 
“Ayresley”,  and  after  disposing  of  it  their  remains  were  removed  to  St.  George’s  Episcopal 
Church,  Pungoteague,  Virginia,  where  he,  and  his  two  sons,  Richard  and  James,  were 
Vestrymen. 

Being  a  man  of  considerable  wealth  he  had  purchased  many  farms  and  owned  a  great 
number  of  slaves.  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.,  with  his  kind  disposition,  became  a  friend  of 
everyone  and  was  universally  called  “Cousin  Dickie”.  In  this  capacity,  during  the  War 
Between  the  States,  he  could  not  stand  seeing  his  fellow  citizens  taken  to  the  Debtor’s  Prison 
because  they  were  unable  to  pay  the  high  war  taxes  imposed  upon  them,  having  been  deprived 
of  their  negroes  and  horses.  He  would  come  to  their  rescue  and  pay  their  indebtedness, 
thereby  losing  all  he  possessed. 


-•  •  » i  *;Jv; 


82 


AYRES 


Richard  J.  Ayres,  Senr.  died  in  the  year  1872,  intestate,  letters  of  Administration  being 
granted  Richard  J.  Ayres,  Jr.,  (his  son)  on  March  25,  1872. 

Northampton  County  Marriage  Bond 
Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va. 

December  20th,  1827,  Richard  Johnson  Ayres  and  Leah  W.  Johnson  (original 
Marriage  Bond)  Bible  Record  —  Dec.  22,  1827. 

[Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson  was  the  daughter  of  John  Johnson  and  Margaret  (Kellam)  John¬ 
son,  his  wife,  proven  by  the  wills  of  her  father  and  mother  given  in  the  Johnson  Report]. 
Following  is  Richard  J.  Ayres,  Sr.’s  Bond  as  Constable  of  St.  George  Parish: 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Deeds  1824-25 

Page  552 

Know  all  men  by  these  present  that  We  Richard  J.  Ayres  [Sr.],  Edmond 
Ayres  Sr.  and  Revell  Twiford  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  James  Pleasants 
Jun.  Esq.  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  8c  his  Successors  in  the  full 
and  Just  Sum  of  fifteen  hundred  Dollars  to  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be 
made  to  the  said  Governor  and  his  Successors  —  We  bind  ourselves  our  heires 
Executors  &  administrators  jointly  &  severally  firmly  by  these  presents  sealed  with 
our  seals  &  dated  this  25  day  of  July  1825.  The  Condition  of  the  above  Obligation 
is  such  that  whereas  the  above  bound  Richard  J.  Ayres  [Sr.]  hath  been  appointed 
by  the  Court  of  Accomack  County  a  Constable  for  the  precinct  of  St.  Georges 
Parish  in  the  said  County  for  the  date  here  of  to  the  last  Monday  in  July  1827 
Conformable  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  entitled  “An  Act  Concerning  Constables” 
now  if  the  said  Richard  J.  Ayres  shall  all  things  well  and  tridy  discharge  the  duties 
of  his  said  office  of  Constable  in  the  said  County  for  the  term  else  to  remain  in  full 
force  power  and  virtue. 

Richard  J.  Ayres  (Seal) 
Edmund  Ayres  (Seal) 
Revell  Twiford  (Seal) 

Richard  J.  Ayres  to  Governor  of  Virginia  — 

At  a  Court  held  at  Accomack  County  on  25th  day  of  July  1825  This  Bond 
was  acknowledged  by  the  Obligors  8c  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Teste  Richard  D.  Bayly. 

The  following  records  need  no  comment.  They  are  abstracts  of  the  references  found  to 
Richard  J.  Ayres,  Senr.  in  the  Accomack  County  Records. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House 
Accomack  County,  Virginia 
Order  Book  1824-25 
Page  234 

At  a  Court  of  Quarterly  Session  held  for  Accomack  County  on  the  28th  day  of 
November  1825. 

On  the  motion  of  Francis  Ayres  taking  oath  and  giving  bond  according  to  law 
in  the  sum  of  $1000  with  Thomas  Lewis  and  Richard  J.  Ayres  securities  thereto. 
Letters  of  Administration  are  granted  unto  him  on  the  estate  of  Levin  R.  Ayres 
deed,  in  due  form. 
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Ordered  that  William  Riley,  Edmund  Ayres  Senr.,  Major  R.  Rayfield  and 
Edmund  Ayres  Junr.  or  any  three  of  them  being  first  duly  sworn  to  appraise  the 
personal  estate  of  Levin  R.  Ayres  deed,  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  Court. 
County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the 
records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Common¬ 
wealth. 

[SEAL]  " John  D.  Grant,  Jr.”  Clerk. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Deeds  1830-1832  Book  No.  23. 

Page  2ji 

June  1  -  1828  -  Richard  J.  Ayres  of  Accomack  Co.,  Virginia,  for  $2,700  bought 
of  John  G.  Joynes  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  lying  on  Andua  Creek  in  the 
Parish  of  St.  George  &  County  afsd  Containing  by  estimation  360  acres  be  the  same 
more  or  less,  and  bounded  as  follows:  on  the  N.  E.  by  the  lands  of  Peter  Hack  on 
the  S.  E.  by  the  Public  Road  leading  down  to  Scarborough  Neck  on  the  south  by  the 
lands  of  Miss  Charlotte  Bayly  and  on  the  northwest  by  Andua  Creek  —  together 
with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances  &c. 

Jno.  G.  Joynes. 

Ann  R.  Joynes. 

We  Walter  D.  Bayne  and  Colmore  S.  Bayne  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  County 
aforesaid  in  the  State  of  Virginia  do  hereby  certify  that  Anne  R.  Joynes  the  wife 
of  John  G.  Joynes  parties  to  a  certain  deed  bearing  date  on  the  1st  of  January  1828 
and  hereunto  annexed  personally  appeared  etc.  &  acknowledge  same. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia 
Court  Order  Book  1827-29 
Page  389 

At  a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  held  for  Accomack  County  at  the  Court  House 
thereof,  Monday  the  24th  of  November,  1829. 

Page  393 

Richard  J.  Ayres  came  into  Court  and  resigned  his  office  as  a  Constable  for  the 
precinct  of  Saint  George’s  Parish. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Deeds  1828-30 
Page  410 

This  Deed  made  the  18th  day  of  January  in  the  year  1830,  between  John  Darby 
of  Accomack  Co.,  Va.  &  Richard  J.  Ayres  of  the  same  place,  Witnesseth  that  the 
said  John  Darby  being  justly  indebted  to  the  said  R.  J.  Ayres  in  the  sum  of  forty 
dollars  by  note  bearing  date  the  18th  day  of  January  1830,  and  being  desirous  to 
secure  payment  thereof  and  also  to  indemnify  the  said  Richard  as  security  when- 
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ever  he  may  bee  bound  or  thereafter  become  bound  and  for  the  consideration  of 
one  dollar  the  receipt  of  which  is  hereby  acknowledged,  have  bargained  sold  &: 
by  these  presents  do  bargain  &  sell  to  the  sd  R.  J.  Ayres  &  his  Assigns  forever  the 
following  personal  estate  —  viz:  one  bay  horse  called  Fairplay,  Cow  Calf,  2  beds 
&  furnishing  corner  cupboard  —  R.  J.  Ayres  is  thus  secured  etc. 

his 

John  Darby 
mark 

[Brother  of  Richard  J.  Ayres,  Sr.] 

Clerk's  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Deeds  —  1828-30 
Page  493. 

June  28-  1830  Edmund  B.  Ayres  &  Elizabeth  his  wife  for  $500  sold  to  J110 
Willett  Snr.  70  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  land  of  Edmund  B.  Ayres  —  lying  8c  being 
in  the  Parish  of  St.  George’s,  containing  70  acres.  Bounded  as  follows  —  in  the  east 
by  lands  of  E.  B.  Ayres,  the  line  running  across  the  said  land  of  Edm.  B.  Ayres  from 
the  County  road,  to  Iron  Munger  Branch,  Bounded  on  the  West  by  the  Lands  of 
Jno.  Y.  Bagwell  heirs,  bounded  in  the  north  by  the  County  road  leading  from 
Drummond  Town  to  the  Bayside  —  Bounded  in  the  South  by  the  Iron  Munger 
branch  etc. 

Edmund  B.  Ayres, 

Elizabeth  Ayres. 

[“Ayresley”  —  as  named  by  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.] 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House 
Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Deeds  1830-32 
Page  332 

December  6,  1831  —  Richard  }.  Ayres  of  the  County  of  Accomack  state  of 
Virginia  —  gave  deed  to  John  Finney  for  $1000  as  by  note  bearing  date  28  Nov.  1831 
—  in  which  Edmund  Ayres  is  Bound  as  security  Richard  J.  Ayres  then  deeds  to  John 
Finney  the  360  acres  adjoining  lands  of  Peter  Hack,  Charlotte  Bayley  8c  North  West 
by  Nandua  Creek  —  also  includes  six  negroes.  Provision  that  if  Richard  J.  Ayres  pay 
the  f  1000  with  interest  &:  all  other  advances  which  may  be  made  to  him  then  the 
agreement  is  void. 

Richard  J.  Ayres  (Seal) 

Acknowledged 

December  6,  1831  —  Teste  Thos.  R.  Joynes  Clk. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Orders  1829-1832,  page 
243]- 

“Richard  J.  Ayres,  [Sr.]  appointed  a  Member  of  the  Grand  Jury  at  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  held  for  Accomack  County  at  the  Court  House  thereof,  on  Monday 
the  28th  day  of  March  1831.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Court  Orders— 1836, 
page  584]. 

“At  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  at  the  Court  House,  thereof  on  Mon¬ 
day,  the  28th  of  March  1836 
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[Page  591] 

“Ordered  unanimously,  that  Richard  J.  Ayres  [Sr.]  be  appointed  Harbour  and 
Ballast  Master  of  Andua  Creek,  and  he  thereupon  took  the  several  oath  prescribed 
by  Law.” 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Deeds  183J-3CJ 
Page  42 

July  31st  1837  —  Richard  J.  Ayres  chosen  Trustee  by  George  Bull  &  Abel  W. 
Kellam  — 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Deeds  1841- 
42,  page  31]. 

“January  29,  1841  —  William  J.  Ayres  of  the  1st  Part  Richard  J.  Ayres  of  the 
2nd  part  &  John  J.  Ayres  &  Edmund  B.  Ayres  of  the  3rd  part  —  Wm.  J.  Ayres  is 
indebted  to  John  J.  Ayres  —  desirous  of  securing  debt  —  conveys  his  property  in 
trust  to  Richard  J.  Ayres  —  also  all  the  right  title  of  tract  of  land  due  by  the  death 
,  of  my  Father  also  all  the  right  title  etc.  in  Fannie  Wise’s  estate  given  me  by  Will  etc. 

Signed  Wm.  J.  Ayres.” 

[He,  William,  was  moving  to  James  City  County,  Va.] 

This  deed  from  Richard  J.  Ayres  establishes  the  location  of  Edmond  Ayres’  home  plan¬ 
tation  and  his  place  of  burial. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Deed-Book  1842-43 
Page  301 

This  Indenture  made  this  the  4th  day  of  November,  In  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  Eight  hundred  and  forty  one,  between  Richard  J.  Ayres  and  Leah 
his  wife,  John  J.  Ayres  and  Margaret  his  wife  of  the  one  part  and  William  Johnson 
of  the  other  part:  Witnesseth  that  the  said  Richard  J.  Ayres  and  Leah  his  wife, 
John  J.  Ayres  and  Margaret  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents  to  them  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  William 
Johnson  at  or  before  the  Ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents  the  receipt 
whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged  Have  bargained  and  sold  and  by  these  presents 
do  and  each  of  them  doth  bargain  and  sell  unto  the  sd  William  Johnson  his  heirs 
and  assigns  a  certain  tract  of  Land  formerly  belonging  to  Edmund  Ayres  decd 
which  tract  of  Land  after  certain  reservations  will  contain  Sixty  one  and  a  fourth 
acres  be  the  same  more  or  less  and  bounded  as  follows  Viz:  on  the  North  by  the 
Land  of  Bowman  LI.  Bayley  on  the  East  by  the  land  of  Samuel  Lewis  on  the  West 
by  the  land  of  the  heirs  of  James  U.  Bayly  or  Edward  Gunter  on  the  South  by  the 
Land  of  Edmund  B.  Ayres  —  which  Land  the  said  Edmund  B.  Ayres  accepted  of 
Richard  J.  Ayres  and  John  J.  Ayres  as  his  proportion  of  said  tract  of  Land  reserving 
to  himself  and  posterity  an  undivided  Interest  in  the  Burying  Ground  —  which  the 
word  reservation  in  the  16th  line  (12th  of  Rec.)  is  applicable 
TO 

Reservation  of  Burying  Ground. 

By  Mutual  agreement  between  all  the  parties  (after  the  sale  of  Wm.  J.  Ayres 
Interest  in  said  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  a  deed  of  trust  To  Richard  J.  Ayres  trustee 
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for  Edmund  B.  Ayres  and  John  J.  Ayres  which  trust  was  recorded  on  the  eighth 
day  of  September  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  one)  before  any  division 
and  sale  of  the  above  sixty  one  and  a  fourth  acres  of  Land  It  was  stipulated  and 
agreed  between  Richard  J.  Ayres,  Edmund  B.  Ayres  and  John  J.  Ayres  to  deduct 
from  said  tract  of  land  a  certain  piece  of  land  for  a  Burying  ground  which  said 
piece  of  Reserved  Land  contained  the  remains  of  the  Late  Edmund  Ayres  —  It  was 
Stipulated  in  the  terms  of  sale  by  Richard  J.  Ayres  and  John  J.  Ayres  (named  in  the 
deed  annexed)  that  the  Land  reserved  should  be  thirty  five  yards  Square  —  and 
supposing  a  Large  Cherry  tree  that  now  stands  on  said  land  should  be  the  centre 
and  surrounded  by  Lines  at  right  angles  North  and  South  East  and  West  that  the 
whole  posterity  of  Edmund  Ayres  decd.  should  in  all  future  time  have  access  to  the 
said  Burying  Ground  by  the  Common  out  Let  of  the  said  tract  of  Land  if  any  if  not 
then  by  the  most  Indigious  route  Leading  to  said  Burying  Ground  —  with  a  lull 
Knowledge  of  the  terms  which  were  read  to  the  Congregation  which  assembled  at 
the  sale  on  the  Eleventh  day  of  Sept  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty  one  the  above  named  Wm.  Johnson  became  the  purchaser  for 
the  sum  of  One  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents  as 
stated  in  the  deed  annexed  &c. 

To  Have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  Land  with  the  tenements  hereditaments 
and  all  and  singular  other  the  premises  herein  before  mentioned  or  intended  to 
be  bargained  and  sold  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof  with  every  of  their  rights 
members  and  appurtenances  unto  the  said  William  Johnson  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever  to  and  for  the  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  him  the  said  William  Johnson 
his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  And  the  said  Richard  J.  Ayres  and  Leah  his  wife  and 
John  J.  Ayres  and  Margaret  his  wife  for  themselves  and  their  heirs  the  said  tract 
of  Land  with  all  and  singular  the  premises  8c  appurtenances  before  mentioned 
unto  the  said  William  Johnson  his  heirs  and  assigns  free  from  the  claim  or  claims 
of  them  the  said  Richard  J.  Ayres  and  Leah  his  wife,  John  J.  Ayres  and  Margaret 
his  wife,  or  either  of  them  or  either  of  their  heirs  and  of  all  and  every  person  or 
persons  whatsoever  shall  will  and  do  Warrant  and  forever  defend  by  these  presents. 
In  Witness  whereof  the  said  Richard  J. Johnson]  Ayres  [Sr.]  and  Leah  his  wife, 
John  J.  Ayres  and  Margaret  his  wife  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  the 
day  and  year  above  written. 

Signed  sealed  and  delivered 

in  the  presence  of  Witness.  Richd  J.  Ayres  (L.S.) 

Leah  W.  Ayres  (L.S.) 

Jno.  J.  Ayres  (L.S.) 

Margaret  P.  Ayres  (L.S.) 

Accomack  County  to  wit: 

We  William  P.  Moore  Sr.  and  William  P.  Moore  Jr.  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the 
County  afored.  do  hereby  certify  that  Richard  J. Johnson]  Ayres  JSr.]  and  John 
J. Johnson]  Ayres  parties  to  a  certain  deed  bearing  date  on  the  4th  day  of  November 
1841  and  hereunto  annexed  personally  appeared  before  us  in  our  County  aforesd. 
and  acknowledged  the  same  as  their  act  and  deed  and  desired  us  to  certify  the  sd. 
acknowledgment  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  of  Accomack  in  order  that  the 
deed  may  be  recorded.  Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  this  20th  day  of  November 

William  P.  Moore  Sr.  (Seal) 

Wm.  P.  Moore  Jr.  (Seal) 
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Accomack  County  to  wit: 

We  William  P.  Moore  Sr.  and  William  P.  Moore  Jr.  Justices  of  the  Peace  in 
the  County  aforesd.  do  hereby  certify  that  Leah  W.[ainhouse]  Ayres  wife  of  Richd. 
J.  Ayres  and  Margaret  P.[usey]  Ayres  wife  of  Jn°.  J.  Ayres  parties  to  a  certain  deed 
bearing  date  on  the  4th  Nov.  1841  &  hereunto  annexed  personally  appeared  before 
us  in  our  County  aforesd.  8c  being  examined  by  us  privily  and  apart  from  their  sd. 
husbands  and  having  the  deed  aforesd.  fully  explained  to  them,  they  the  sd.  Leah 
W.  Ayres  8c  Margaret  P.[usey]  Ayres,  declared  they  had  willingly  signed  sealed  8c 
delivered  the  same,  and  that  they  wished  not  to  retract  it. 

Given  under  our  hands  8c  seals  this  20th  day  of  November  1841. 

William  P.  Moore  Sr  (Seal) 

Wm.  P.  Moore  Jr.  (Seal) 

Accomack  County  Court  Clerk’s  Office  —  October  11th  1842. 

This  Deed  from  Richard  J.  Ayres  8c  Leah  his  wife  8c  John  J.  Ayres  8c  Margaret 
P.  his  wife  to  William  Johnson,  with  the  certificate  of  Acknowledgment  thereof 
thereto  annexed,  was  received  by  me  in  the  Clerk’s  Office  this  day  8c  admitted  to 
record. 

Teste  J.  J.  Ailworth  Dy.  for 
Tho.  R.  Joynes  C.A.C. 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant ,  Jr.”  Clerk. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Deeds  —  /S76-77. 

Page  21  j 

Nov.  22,  1871  —  Richard  J.  Ayres,  Senr.,  sold  to  John  W.  H.  Parker  land  in 
Accomac  County,  360  acres  which  was  conveyed  to  Richard  J.  Ayres  by  John  G. 
Joynes  and  wife  July  1,  1828  —  and  another  tract  called  “Shepherds  Plains”  —  320 
acres  —  on  Nandua  Creek  by  the  Scarburgh  Neck  Road,  West  by  the  Wharfland 
and  Whereas  Richard  J.  Ayres  Sen.  after  execution  of  deed,  died  leaving  the  said 
James  K.  Ayres  and  Richard  J.  Ayres  Jun.  his  only  heirs  at  law,  and  the  said  Leah 
W.  Ayres,  his  widow  —  etc. 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit: 

I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from 
the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said 
Court,  this  8th  day  of  December,  A.D.  1928,  and  in  the  153rd  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

[SEAL]  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,”  Clerk. 
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The  following  record  proves  that  Richard  J.  Ayres,  Senr.  died  in  the  year  1872. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Accomack  County,  Virginia. 

Order  Book  —  1870-1873. 

Page  413 

At  a  Court  held  for  the  County  of  Accomack  at  the  Court  House  thereof 
Monday  the  25th  day  of  March  A.  D.  1872. 

Page  418 

On  the  motion  of  Richard  J.  Ayres  [Jr.]  taking  oath  and  going  bond  accord¬ 
ing  to  law  in  the  penalty  of  fifteen  hundred  Dollars  ($1500)  with  James  K.  Ayres 
8c  William  E.  Jacobs  securities,  thereto,  who  certified  their  sufficiency  on  Oath, 
Letters  of  Administration  are  granted  him  on  the  estate  of  Richard  J.  Ayres  Senr. 
deceased  in  due  form  and  the  said  Bond  having  been  acknowledged  by  the  several 
obligers  therein  it  is  ordered  that  the  same  be  recorded. 

Richard  Johnson  Ayres  Sr.  and  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson,  his  wife,  had  six  children 
according  to  the  statement  of  their  son,  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  They  were  Edmund 
John  Ayres,  Harriet  Virginia  Ayres,  Sally  Francis  Ayres,  who  with  one  other  [Tabby]  died 
young  (all  four  died  within  a  short  period  of  time  during  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria),  and 
James  Kellam  Ayres,  and  Richard  Johnson  Ayres.  The  two  latter  are  termed  “only  heirs  at 
law”  of  Richard  J.  Ayres,  Senr. 

Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.,  son  of  Edmund  and  Cessey  (Kessey)  Ayres,  his  wife,  was  born 
Feb.  4,  1801,  died  Feb.  1872,  married  Dec.  22,  1827  (Bible  Record),  [Dec.  20,  1827  —  Mar¬ 
riage  Bond]  to  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson  (dau.  of  John  Johnson  and  Margaret  (Kellam) 
Johnson  his  wife),  born  May  1799,  died  Feb.  1882,  both  buried  in  St.  George’s  Episcopal 
Churchyard,  Pungoteague,  Va.  Issue: 

1.  James  Kellam  Ayres  (the  compiler’s  beloved  uncle),  eldest  living  son,  born  Oct.  18, 
1833,  died  Apr.  10,  1917,  buried  at  old  St.  George’s  Episcopal  Church,  Pungoteague, 
Va.,  of  which  Church  he  had  been  a  Vestryman,  married  Nov.  26,  1 856  Sallie  Upshur 
Hack.  (dau.  of  Dr.  Peter  Thomas  Upshur  Hack  and  his  1st  wife  Sallie  T.  Selby,  dau. 
of  Zadok),  born  9  Mar.  1824.  Issue: 

(A.)  Peter  Thomas  Hack  Ayres  married  June  5,  1879  Ella  Jane  Elizabeth,  b.  abt. 
1861  (dau.  of  Calvin  Laws  Warren  and  his  2nd  wife  Susan  Frances  (“Fannie”) 
Hopkins.  Issue. 

(B.)  Sallie  Virginia  Hack  Ayres  (Virgie)  born . .  died  1915,  married  Apr.  9, 

1884  William  Ellison  Hopkins,  b.  abt.  1861,  died  1923  (son  of  Dr.  John  W.  M., 
b.  July  11,  1833,  d.  Oct.  1899,  and  Laura  H.  (Hall)  Hopkins,  b.  March  1833,  d. 
July  1902,  of  Hack’s  Neck,  mar.  Nov.  3,  1855).  Issue: 

a.  Laura  Upshur  Ayres  Hopkins,  b.  1885,  living  i960,  mar.  2nd,  William  C. 
Everett. 

b.  William  Hall  Hopkins,  b.  1887,  living  1960,  merchant,  Pungoteague,  Va., 
mar.  1918  Eleanor  Hurst  of  New  York  formerly  of  Mayo,  Ireland.  Issue: 

(1)  Elizabeth  Upshur  Hopkins,  b.  1920. 

c.  James  Ayres  Hopkins,  b.  1892,  died  Dec.  5,  1955,  was  also  a  merchant  with 
his  brother,  in  World  War  I  served  with  the  A.  E.  F.  in  France,  former 
Organist  St.  George’s  Episcopal  Church,  Pungoteague,  Va. 

(C.)  John  W.  Gillett  Ayres  married  Mary  Louise  Battaile  (dau.  of  Henry  and  Anna 
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Maria  Adelaide  (Rogers)  Battaile.  He  came  to  Accomack  Co.,  Va.  from  North 
Carolina  to  teach  school.  Issue: 
a.  John  Gillett  Ayres. 

2.  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.,  youngest  son,  born  July  10,  1842,  died  July  5,  1930, 
married  Mar.  31,  1868,  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson,  born  Apr.  26,  1839,  died  Mar.  16, 

l893- 

Main  Line  —  continued  in  the  manuscript. 

Seventh  Generation 

RICHARD  JOHNSON  AYRES,  Jr.,  the  youngest  son  of  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr., 
and  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson,  his  wife,  was  born  on  July  10th,  1842,  at  his  father’s  plantation, 
“Ayresley”,  located  on  the  creek  near  Cedar  Wharf,  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  according 
to  his  own  statement. 

Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.,  was  baptized  at  St.  George’s  Church,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 
June  2,  1844,  according  to  the  following  record: 

[Sb  George’s  Parish  Register,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  1819-1899]: 

,  “Baptisms  —  No.  26  under  Baptisms  by  Thomas  W.  Winchester,  Rector  — 

“Richard  Johnson  Ayres  son  of  Richard  J.  and  Leah  Ayres,  June  2,  1844.” 

In  his  youth,  his  family  moved  to  “Shepheard’s  Plains”  which  his  father  had  bought 
in  1828. 

He  later  attended  the  famous  military  school  of  Margaret  Academy  at  Bobtown,  Acco¬ 
mack  Co.,  Va.,  where  he  attained  a  military  posture  which  he  retained  throughout  his  life. 
After  graduation  he  attended  William  and  Mary  College,  where  he  became  proficient  in 
Latin,  Greek  and  Hebrew.  Leaving  there  in  his  senior  year,  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  of  the 
Confederacy,  and  served  as  2nd  Lieut,  in  the  39th  Regiment  of  Virginia  Volunteers,  of 
which  Col.  Louis  C.  H.  Finney  was  Colonel,  in  Company  “H”  of  which  George  S.  West  was 
Captain,  James  Bull,  1st  Lieut.,  and  Julius  Ames,  3rd  Lieut.,  all  of  which  commissions  were 
held  under  Gov.  Letcher  and  subject  to  his  orders.  His  record  is  established  with  that  of  his 
life-long  friend,  Frederick  Caesar  Augustus  Kellam,  and  others  on  white  marble  memorials 
honoring  the  students  at  William  and  Mary  College. 

After  the  War,  for  a  time,  he  taught  a  private  school  and  was  often  called  on  as  a  speaker 
at  public  meetings.  His  oratory  was  good  —  he  had  a  clear  distinct  voice  full  of  resonance 
and  pleasing  to  the  ear,  but  in  a  gathering  at  “Fairview”,  the  Flack’s  homeplace,  a  girl  laughed 
at  him.  That  was  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  who  afterwards,  on  Mar.  31,  18G8,  became  his  bride. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  (War  of  1812)  of  Loudoun  County,  Virginia, 
and  Sarah  Ann  (Bayne)  Dawson,  his  wife.  See  Dawson  Chapter. 

The  marriage  took  place  at  “Springdale”,  the  Dawson  home  near  Leesburg,  Virginia, 
and  was  performed  by  Rev.  E.  T.  Perkins  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  that  place, 
according  to  the  marriage  license,  a  certified  copy  of  which  is  herewith  given. 

[Copy  taken  from  Marriage  Register  of  old  St.  James’  Episcopal  Church,  Leesburg, 
Virginia]. 

“MARRIAGE  LICENSE 

VIRGINIA  Loudoun  County  to-wit: 

TO  ANY  PERSON  LICENSED  TO  CELEBRATE  MARRIAGES: 

YOU  ARE  HEREBY  AUTHORIZED  TO  JOIN  TOGETHER  IN  THE 
HOLY  STATE  OF  MATRIMONY,  ACCORDING  TO  THE  RITES  AND 
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CEREMONIES  OF  YOUR  CHURCH  OR  RELIGIOUS  DENOMINATION, 
AND  THE  LAWS  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  VIRGINIA, 

Richard  J.  Ayres  Jr.  and  Elizabeth  H.  Dawson 
GIVEN  UNDER  MY  HAND,  AS  CLERK  OF  County  COURT  OF  LOU¬ 
DOUN  County  (or  City)  THIS  30th  DAY  OF  March  1868  . 

Chas.  P.  Janney  C.  C.  Clerk 

MARRIAGE  CERTIFICATE 

VIRGINIA:  IN  THE  CLERK’S  OFFICE  OF  THE  County  COURT  FOR 
THE  COUNTY  (or  City)  OF  Loudoun 

DATE  OF  MARRIAGE  March  31,  1868  PLACE  OF  MARRIAGE  Loudoun 
County 

Full  Names  of  Parties. 

Richard  J.  Ayres  Jr.  and  Elizabeth  H.  Dawson 
AGE  OF  HUSBAND  26  years:  CONDITION  (SINGLE  WIDOWED  OR 
DIVORCED)  Single 

AGE  OF  WIFE  25  years:  CONDITION  (SINGLE  WIDOWED  OR  DIVORCED) 
Single 

RACE  (WHITE  OR  COLORED)  white 

HUSBAND’S  PLACE  OF  BIRTH  Accomack  Co.,  Va.  FULL  MAILING  AD¬ 
DRESS 

WIFE’S  PLACE  OF  BIRTH  Loudoun  Co.,  Va.  FULL  MAILING  ADDRESS 
NAMES  OF  J  HUSBAND  Richard  J.  and  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson  Ayres 
PARENTS  )  Wife  Samuel  and  Sarah  Dawson 

OCCUPATION  OF  HUSBAND  Merchant 

GIVEN  UNDER  MY  HAND  THIS  30th  DAY  OF  March  1868 

Chas.  P.  Janney  c.c.  Clerk 

CERTIFICATE  OF  TIME  AND  PLACE  OF  MARRIAGE 

I,  E.  T.  Perkins  . ,  a  Minister  of  the  Episcopal  CHURCH,  OR 

RELIGIOUS  ORDER  OF  THAT  NAME,  DO  CERTIFY  THAT  ON  THE 
31st  OF  March  1868,  in  Loudoun  County,  VIRGINIA,  UNDER  AUTHORITY 
OF  THE  ABOVE  LICENSE,  I  JOINED  TOGETHER  IN  THE  HOLY 
STATE  OF  MATRIMONY  THE  PERSONS  NAMED  AND  DESCRIBED 
THEREIN. 

GIVEN  UNDER  MY  HAND  THIS  3 1st  DAY  OF  March  1868. 

A  copy,  —  Teste  B.  W.  Franklin  c.c.  E.  T.  Perkins. 

Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.,  owned  the  following  properties:  “Ayreslie”,  “Adair  Land  ”, 
“The  Guinea  Land”,  the  tavern  in  Pungoteague,  “The  Heath  House”,  “Myrtle  Grove”,  and 
last  of  all  the  home  place  “Shepheard’s  Plains”,  which  was  bought  back  by  Richard  J.  Ayres, 
Jr.,  and  his  beloved  wife.  These  properties  were  sold,  as  mentioned  in  the  beginning,  “because 
Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.  in  his  life  time  had  signed  the  releases  of  his  friends  who  could 
not  meet  their  taxes  during  the  Civil  War,  and  had  given  his  properties  as  securities,  when 
they  were  claimed,”  and  if  he  had  been  living  he  would  have  exclaimed  “Lick  the  Dixon”  as 
his  only  known  “cuss”  word. 

Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.,  was  owner  of  a  General  Merchandise  Store  at  Ayres’  Wharf, 
on  Nandua  Creek,  adjoining  “Shepheard’s  Plains”.  His  farm  becoming  prosperous,  when  he 
was  enabled  to  acquire  more  help,  required  all  of  his  time  to  oversee,  which  task  he  preferred 
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to  do  himself.  In  this  phase,  the  compiler  remembers  an  incident  told  her  by  her  father. 
Upon  his  return  from  Church,  he  found  the  cattle  in  want  of  food;  his  overseer  had  borrowed 
a  saddle  horse,  had  dressed  up  in  his  dress  suit,  embroidered  waistcoat  and  all,  and  gone  on 
a  day’s  journey.  So  that  ended  the  overseers. 

R.  J.  Ayres  had  been  schooled  in  the  law,  therefore  was  often  summoned  as  a  Juror  of 
the  Accomack  County  Court  at  Drummondtown.  Jurors,  at  the  time,  were  selected  for 
service,  by  the  Judge  or  Clerk  of  the  Court.  Education  facilities  at  this  time  were  at  a  low 
ebb.  Private  schools  were  opened,  few  and  far  between,  and  he  and  his  wife,  not  being  willing 
to  send  their  girls  to  the  nearest  one,  began  teaching  them.  Continuing  this  for  a  few  years, 
they  found  it  would  be  advantageous  to  move  to  Baltimore  where  there  were  good  schools. 
He  obtained  a  lucrative  position,  as  a  bookkeeper  with  the  Powell  Wholesale  Produce  Com¬ 
pany,  and  after  Mr.  Powell’s  death,  he  was  engaged  as  secretary  and  bookkeeper  by  his  wife’s 
brother,  Roger  Temple  Dawson. 

The  compiler’s  father  and  mother  spent  their  lives  happily  together,  enjoying  the  same 
pursuits  in  life.  They  joined  the  old  Mathias  Episcopal  Church,  Baltimore,  where  Rev.  Pere¬ 
grine  Wroth  was  Rector  for  many  years,  and  where  their  two  girls  attended  Sunday  School. 

This  family  was  happily  united  until  they  had  to  separate  from  their  beloved  daughter, 
Sarah  Bayne  Ayres,  who  was  married  at  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church,  by  Dr.  Frederick  W. 
Clampitt,  Rector,  to  the  attractive  and  very  worthy  gentleman,  Lawrence  Baker  Sheppard, 
on  December  7th,  1892,  the  beloved  brother  of  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard,  who  in  turn, 
four  years  later,  became  the  devoted  husband  of  the  compiler.  The  first  grief  was  the  death 
of  our  mother,  Elizabeth  Hack  (Dawson)  Ayres  on  March  16,  1893,  and  then  the  death  of 
Lawrence  Baker  Sheppard  in  August,  1896.  The  Rev.  John  G.  Sadtler,  Asst.  Minister  of 
St.  Peter’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  had  been  with  him  all  day,  and  had  administered  the 
Sacrament  to  us,  that  is  to  say,  to  Lawrence  Sheppard  and  his  wife  Sarah  Bayne  (“Baynie”), 
Alexander  Shepp?  ,d,  Harper  Sheppard,  our  father,  Richard  J.  Ayres,  and  Henrietta 
(“Nettie”)  D.  Ayres.  Rev.  Sadtler  stood  by,  lending  comfort  to  us  all,  and  at  five  minutes  of 
eight,  as  the  Church  Bells  were  ringing  for  the  Evening  Services,  L.  B.  Sheppard  passed  to  his 
Heavenly  Home.  We  felt  that  happy  days  would  never  come  again,  but  that  is  not  the  will  of 
God,  and  so  as  the  pendulum  swung,  the  marriage  of  the  compiler  to  Harper  Donelson  Shep¬ 
pard  took  place  on  Dec.  22,  1896,  at  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church  by  the  Rector,  Dr.  Fred¬ 
erick  W.  Clampitt,  and  the  Assistant,  Rev.  Mr.  John  G.  Sadtler.  Our  wedding  trip  Lo  New 
York  was  a  happy  one,  there  being  reunited  with  the  compiler’s  schoolmate,  Jessie  Mosher, 
who,  the  year  previous,  had  married  Professor  Jonathan  C.  Walworth,  and  on  their  wedding 
trip  had  visited  Baltimore  and  us.  Our  continued  friendship  lasted  all  of  our  lives  and  now 
only  the  compiler  is  left  alone,  but  she  has  her  two  children  to  console  her,  who  are  kind 
and  faithful,  five  grandchildren  and  seven  great-grandchildren,  all  as  fine  as  any  mother  or 
grandmother  could  wish  for. 

Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.,  died  July  5,  1930  and  was  laid  to  rest  beside  his  beloved 
wife  and  only  sweetheart  at  Loudoun  Park  Cemetery,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

The  life  of  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard  has  been  written  up  in  several  biographies,  and 
yet  the  best  of  him  has  been  missed.  As  we  knew  him,  he  was  a  kindly  disposed  human  being, 
always  thinking  of  those  he  coidd  improve  and  benefit.  The  town  he  lived  in,  the  many 
hundreds  of  people  under  his  control,  the  hand  he  extended  to  the  untold  to  improve  their 
conditions,  his  foresight,  and  genial  ways,  were  the  wonderful  part  of  this  great  man’s  life. 
He  believed  in  all  religious  faiths,  and  once  said,  “We  will  have  no  civilization  if  we  don’t 
keep  up  the  Churches.”  So  he  passed  to  the  Great  Home  Beyond,  October  10,  1951.  Esteem 
for  him  was  manifested  at  this  time  by  the  hundreds  of  floral  tributes,  calls  and  attendance 
of  people  in  every  walk  of  life.  The  ceremony  was  conducted  by  The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Robbins 
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Hart,  the  Minister  in  charge  of  Washington  Memorial  Chapel  at  Valley  Forge,  Penna.,  a 
friend  of  the  family.  The  town  showed  their  appreciation  of  this  notable  man  by  the  suspen¬ 
sion  for  five  minutes  of  all  business  and  schools,  and  the  tolling  of  all  Church  bells  with  the 
passing  of  the  cortege. 

[Birth  Certificate  of  Henrietta  Dawson  (Ayres)  Sheppard].  “Pungoteague,  Acco¬ 
mack  County,  Virginia: 

I  hereby  declare  that  I,  Bettie  B.  Kellam,  am  the  widow  of  Dr.  Frederick  C.  A. 
Kellam,  and  that  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Henrietta  Dawson  (Ayres)  Sheppard  were 
well-known  to  me.  Her  father’s  people  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Acco¬ 
mack  County.  Her  birth  certificate  is  as  follows:— 

“Henrietta  Dawson,  the  daughter  of  Richard  Johnson  Ayres  and  Elizabeth  H. 
Dawson,  his  wife,  was  born  February  19,  1871,  near  Pungoteague,  Accomack 
County,  Virginia.” 

“And  that  my  husband,  Dr.  Frederick  Caesar  Augustus  Kellam,  officiated  at 

her  birth.  Signed,  “Bettie  B.  Kellam”. 

“County  of  Accomack 
State  of  Virginia. 

“I,  S.  W.  Ames,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  County  of  Accomack,  in  the 
state  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  Bettie  B.  Kellam,  whose  name  is  signed 
to  the  writing  above,  has  acknowledged  the  same  before  me  in  my  county  aforesaid. 
My  commission  expires  July  20th,  1930. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  the  6th  day  November  1928. 

(SEAL)  S.  W.  Ames  Notary  Public.” 

[Baptismal  Certificate  of  Henrietta  Dawson  (Ayres)  Sheppard]. 

[Leesburg,  Loudoun  Co.,  Va.  —  Parish  Register  of  Shelburne  Parish,  Vol.  Ill, 
p.  165]. 

“This  is  to  certify:— 

That  the  following  entry  appears  on  page  165  of  Volume  III  of  the  official 
Parish  Register  of  Shelburne  Parish,  Leesburg,  Loudoun  County,  Virginia. 

“BAPTIZED,  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayer,  Daughter  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth 
Ayer,  October  5th,  1872,  Sponsors  Mrs.  Richard  Ayer,  Miss  Nettie  Dawson.” 

(Signed)  “Richard  T.  Davis”,  Rector. 

“G.  Peyton  Craighill,” 

Rector,  St.  James  Episcopal  Church, 
Leesburg,  Virginia 

“County  of  Loudoun, 

State  of  Virginia. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  March  1926. 

(SEAL)  E.  F.  James 

Notary  Public. 

“I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  Baptismal  Certificate  of 
Henrietta  Dawson  Ayer  as  enteied  at  Leesburg,  Loudoun  County,  Virginia. 
“Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  sixth  day  of  November,  1928. 

Hugh  B.  Hostetter 

Notary  Public 
My  Commission  Expires 
Mar.  6,  1931.” 


(SEAL) 
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[Marriage  of  Harper  D.  Sheppard  and  Henrietta  D.  Ayres]. 

“The  State  of  Maryland  City  of  Baltimore,  Set. 

TO  ALL  WHOM  IT  DOTH  OR  MAY  CONCERN: 

THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  That  on  the  19th  day  of  Dec.  in  the  year  one  thousand 
Eight  hundred  and  Ninety-six  a  Marriage  License  was  issued  from  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  authorizing  any  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  or 
any  other  person  qualified  by  law  to  perform  the  Rites  of  Marriage  between  a 
certain  Harper  D.  Sheppard  of  Balto.  State  of  Md.  Age  28  Color  White  Condi¬ 
tion  Single  Relation  None  and  Henrietta  D.  Ayres  of  Balto.  State  of  Md.  Age  25 
Color  White  Condition  Single  Relation  None 

AND  AFTERWARDS,  TO  WIT:  on  the  23rd  day  of  Dec.  in  the  year  one 
thousand  Eight  hundred  and  Ninety-six  the  following  certificate  was  filed  in  the 
Clerk’s  Office  of  said  Court,  to  wit: 

“I  HEREBY  CERTIFY,  That  on  this  22nd  day  of  Dec.  one  thousand  Eight 
hundred  and  Ninety-six  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  Harper  D.  Sheppard  and  Henrietta 
D.  Ayres  were  by  me  united  in  Marriage,  in  accordance  with  the  License  issued 
t  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Baltimore  City  in  the  State  of 

Maryland. 

(Signed)  Fred’k.  W.  Clampett 

Minister  of  the  Gospel, 

Official  Character. 

As  it  appears  by  the  Record  of  Marriages  in  the  Clerk’s  Office  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  which  Record  is  now  in  my  custody  and  keeping. 

IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
seal  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  this  19th  day  of  Sept.  1921. 

(Signed)  Adam  Denpest 

(SEAL)  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.’’ 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  certified  record  of  the 
original  marriage  license  of  Harper  D.  Sheppard  and  Henrietta  D.  Ayres  as  it 
appears  by  the  Record  of  Marriages  in  the  Clerk’s  Office  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  sixth  day  of  November,  1928. 

Hugh  B.  Hostetter 

(SEAL)  Notary  Public 

My  Commission  Expires  Mar.  6,  1931.” 

Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  and  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson,  his  wife  had  issue  two  daughters: 

1.  Sarah  Bayne  Ayres,  born  Feb.  22,  1869,  died  Apr.  14,  1953,  married  (1st),  Dec.  7, 
1892,  Lawrence  Baker  Sheppard,  born  Dec.  1,  1866,  died  Aug.  1896,  beloved  brother 
of  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard;  married  (2nd),  Dec.  26,  1906,  De  la  Warr  Benjamin 
Easter,  Ph.D.,  born  Oct.  9,  1867,  died  July  6,  1933.  Held  the  chair  of  Romance  Lan¬ 
guages  at  Washington  and  Lee  University,  Lexington,  Va.,  belonged  to  the  established 
family  of  the  Lords  De  la  Warr,  founders  of  Virginia.  No  issue  by  either  marriage. 

2.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres,  born  Feb.  19,  1871,  died  June  6,  1960,  married,  Dec.  22, 
1896,  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard,  born  Oct.  9,  1868,  died  Oct.  10,  1951.  Had  issue 
two  sons: 
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i.  Lawrence  Baker  Sheppard,  born  Dec.  13,  1897,  married  June  12,  1919,  Charlotte 
Cassin  Newton,  born  Nov.  17,  1898,  dau.  of  Tompkins  Jones  Newton  and  his 
1st  wife  Alma  Augusta  Spencer  of  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Issue: 

a.  Charlotte  Newton  Sheppard,  b.  Aug.  30,  1920,  married  Jan.  5,  194G  to  Dr. 
William  Todd  DeVan  (b.  Oct.  15,  1911),  son  of  Rugeley  Pierson  DeVan  and 
his  wife  Louise  Baugher  McCosh.  Issue: 

(1)  Lawrence  Sheppard  DeVan,  b.  Mar.  13,  1948. 

(2)  William  Todd  DeVan,  Jr.,  b.  June  22,  1949. 

(3)  Russell  Newton  DeVan,  b.  Aug.  4,  1953. 

b.  Lawrence  Baker  Sheppard,  Jr.,  Flight  Officer,  U.  S.  Army  Air  Force,  World 
War  II,  b.  July  22,  1922,  died  unmarried  June  15,  1949. 

c.  Alma  Elizabeth  Sheppard,  b.  Apr.  25,  1926,  married  Mar.  4,  1949,  Robert 
Roseberry  Knipper,  b.  Oct.  7,  1920,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Knipper. 
Issue: 

(1)  Alma  Charlotte  Knipper,  b.  Jan.  15,  1950. 

(2)  Douglas  McDow  Knipper,  b.  Dec.  30,  1951. 

d.  Patricia  Anne  Sheppard,  b.  Mar.  17,  1932,  married  Warren  S.  Williams  of 
New  York.  Issue: 

(1)  Russell  Camp  Williams,  b.  Jan.  5,  1954. 

(2)  Tompkins  Newton  Williams,  b.  June  25,  1956. 

ii.  Richard  Harper  Sheppard,  born  May  20,  1912,  married  Dec.  3,  1936  Eva  Alice 
Kintzing,  b.  Apr.  2,  1912,  dau.  of  James  Barnes  Kintzing  and  his  wife  Henrietta 
Dorothea  Hostetter  of  Hanover,  Pa.  Issue: 

(a)  Thomas  Harper  Sheppard,  b.  Oct.  23,  1946. 

(b)  Peter  Harper  Sheppard,  b.  Nov.  8,  1950. 


Descent  from .  EYRES  [TRUELOVE]  of  Wiltsheir  [Wiltshire], 

Twelve  Generations 

I.  .  Eyres  [Truelove]  of  Wiltsheir  married . 

II.  Henry  Eyres  of  Abington,  co.  Berksh.  married  Joane  Drinkwater. 

III.  Henry  Eyres  [Ayres]  of  London  married  Lettice  Scroggs. 

IV.  Henry  Eyres  [Ayre]  married  Isabell  Newton. 

V.  John  Eyres  married  Mary  Hill.  See  Hill  Manuscript. 

VI.  Francis  Ayres1  married  Sarah  Makwilliam  (McWilliams). 

VII.  Francis  Ayres11  married  Tabitha . 

VIII.  Jacob  Ayres  married  Ann  . 

IX.  Edmond  (Edmund)  Ayres  married  Keziah  Johnson.  See  Johnson  Manuscript. 

X.  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.  married  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson.  See  Johnson  Manu¬ 

script. 

XI.  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  married  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

XII.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 

script. 
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Captain  Richard  Hill,  Co-Founder  of  the  Province  of  Maryland, 
Ancestor  of  Henrietta  Dawson  (Ayres)  Sheppard. 


Richard  Hill,  born  in  England  circa  1608-’  10,  was  one  of  the  immortal  voyagers  in  the 
vessels,  the  ark  and  the  dove,  which  brought  from  England  to  North  America  in  the  year 
1633  the  notable  company  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  adventurers  who,  upon  their  arrival, 
founded  the  Province  of  Maryland. 

Richard  Hill  was  one  of  the  Protestant  minority  comprised  within  that  dauntless  com¬ 
pany  of  men  who,  in  part,  traversed  the  vast  and  perilous  ocean  in  frail  sailing  craft  mainly 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  in  a  new  land  the  free  exercise  of  an  absolute  freedom  of 
conscience  in  matters  of  religious  belief  and  practice,  which  exercise  was  then  in  England 

(denied  to  the  majority  of  these  argonauts.  More  than  to  any  other  large  group  of  settlers 
from  England  to  the  coast  of  North  America,  either  before  or  after  1633  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  were  the  majority  of  these  three  hundred  and  twenty  founders  of  Maryland  denied 
|  in  England  the  right  of  expression  and  practice  of  their  form  of  religious  worship.  Moreover, 
more  than  any  other  English  group  were  these  English  Recusants  prosecuted  in  England 
before  they  abandoned  their  homes  and  kin  therein  for  a  new  life  in  the  then  New  World. 

Richard  Hill  personally,  however,  as  one  of  the  Protestant  minority  that  accompanied 
to  America  that  larger  group  of  Recusants,  came  to  America  not  so  much  as  a  voluntary  exile 
from  England  on  account  of  his  religious  beliefs,  nor  yet  as  a  contender  against  or  opponent 
of  any  form  of  religion  then  in  force  in  England.  Instead,  he  was  one  of  a  number  of  young 
men  in  England  who  were  selected  for  the  expedition  to  North  America  for  Cecil  Calvert, 
Lord  Baltimore,  by  his  lordship’s  brother,  Leonard  Calvert,  because  of  their  technical  abilities 
materially  to  devise  and  to  construct,  for  the  use  and  comfort  of  the  company  of  adventurers 
as  a  whole,  the  primary  essentials  of  a  new  settlement  in  America,  namely,  wherewith  civilized 
man  might  lay  his  head  protected  from  the  elements  of  Nature,  from  the  silent  footfall  of  the 
uncertain  savage,  and  from  the  stealthy  preying  of  the  wild  beast. 

Literally  this  means,  as  the  personal  records  of  Richard  Hill  reveal,  that  he  came  with 
those  self-exiled  religious  pilgrims,  doubtless  as  a  sympathizer  with  their  unhappy  state  in 
England  and  appreciative  of  the  worthiness  of  the  ultimate  purpose  of  their  departure  from 
England,  but,  nevertheless,  he  came  with  them  mainly  in  his  professional  capacity  as  a  prac- 
I  tical  builder  of  homes  —  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  as  was  Christ,  his  Lord.  Though  unmarried 
when  he  came,  and  under  no  obligation  to  remain  permanently  in  America,  he  continued  in 
the  new  Province  of  Maryland  for  years,  afterward  removing  to  Virginia  where  he  died  fifty- 
five  years  later  highly  honored  and  esteemed. 

The  official  legal  proof  that  this  Richard  Hill,  whose  name  was  also,  at  first,  recorded 
in  Maryland  as  Hills,  so  came  to  America  in  1633  in  the  ARK-and-the-vovE  expedition,  as  a 
co-founder  of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  is  recorded  on  folio  121,  of  Liber  1,  of  the  Ancient 
Land  Records  of  that  province  now  preserved  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Annapolis,  of  the  State  of  Maryland.  The  occasion  for  that  original  recordation  was 
that  of  Leonard  Calvert,  brother  of  Cecil  Calvert,  second  Lord  Baltimore,  securing  a  special 
title  for  his  personal  use  to  six  thousand  acres  of  land  due  to  him  for  his  having,  personally, 
engaged  in  London  the  professional  services  of  fifteen  of  the  aforesaid  practical  men  to 
execute  the  material  work  of  erecting  the  structures  requisite  to  the  establishment  of  a  per- 
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manent  settlement,  and  to  have  thus  credited  himself  with  having  enlisted  these  men  and  as 
having  provided  for  their  transportation  from  England  in  1633  in  the  ship  the  ark,  or  the 
dove.  The  record  naming  each  of  these  able  men  under  the  entry  of  the  date  when  Leonard 
Calvert  filed  his  claim  of  title  to  those  six  thousand  acres  reads,  viz: 

“13  august  1641. 

“Leonard  Calvert  Esqr  demandeth  6000  acres  of  Land  due  by  Conditions  of 
first  plantation  for  transporting  15  ablemen  into  the  Province  in  the  year  1633, 
and  likewise  100  acres  of  Town  Land  for  the  said  title,  viz1;  Peter  Draper,  Robert 
Pike,  James  Hockley,  Richard  Gilbert,  John  Ashmore,  Thomas  Allen,  Charles 
Middleton,  John  Halfhead,  Richard  Bradley,  William  Andrews,  Ralph  Beane, 
Evan  Watkins,  Richard  Hills,  John  Nevilfi  Lodowick  Price 

“Laid  out  for  Leonard  Calvert  Esqr  a  parcell  of  Town  Land  lyeing  nearest 
together  about  the  ffort  and  Commonly  called  the  Governor’s  ffield  —  bounding 
on  the  West  with  Sk  George’s  River  on  the  North  with  Sk  Maries  Bay  on  the  East 
with  the  Mill  brooke  to  the  distance  of  about  47  perches  above  the  place  where  the 
Mill  now  standeth,  where  ffreehold  of  Sk  Peters  and  the  Chappell  Land  meet  in 
one  Angle,  And  on  the  South  with  the  Said  Chappell  Land  unto  Sk  George’s  River 
*  where  the  rail  formerly  began  containing  one  hundred  acres  or  thereabout.’' 

These  one  hundred  acres  constituted  Leonard  Calvert’s  home-land  in  demesne,  as  the 
seat  of  himself  as  the  resident  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Maryland.  That  site 
is  observable  upon  the  map  of  the  new  settlement  of  St.  Maries.  His  six  thousand  acres  were 
not  surveyed  fully  until  later,  when  he  began  allotting  portions  of  them  to  emigrants  who 
came  to  Maryland  after  the  first  company  of  1633. 

The  conception  of  the  idea  for  the  expedition  to  found  a  province  in  what  became 
Maryland,  if  not  entirely  conceived  by  Cecil  Calvert,  second  Lord  Baltimore,  apart  from  his 
father,  Sir  George  the  first  Lord  Baltimore,  who  had  died  aged  fifty-two  years  on  April  15, 
1632,  at  his  lodgings  in  London,  was  put  into  execution  by  the  latter’s  eldest  son  and  heir, 
Cecil,  then  aged  twenty-six  years.  The  father  was  buried  in  the  parish  church  of  St.  Dunstan’s, 
Fleet  Street,  London.  In  1621  Sir  George  Calvert  was  granted  by  King  James  I,  a  manor  of 
2,300  acres  in  Co.  Longford,  Ireland,  and  he  was  made  Baron  Baltimore  of  Baltimore  in  the 
County  of  Longford,  Ireland.  Cecil,  the  son,  married  Lady  Anne  Arundel,  daughter  of 
Thomas,  Lord  Arundel  of  Wardour,  also  a  Catholic.  Her  portrait  by  Antony  Van  Dyck  is  at 
War  dour  Castle. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  colonization  is  generally  accredited  to  have  been  to  create  a 
home  beyond  seas  where  distressed  Catholics  would  be  free  from  the  restrictions,  restraints, 
and  contentions  then  lawfully  and  directly  bearing  upon  them  in  England.  That  country 
then  was  under  the  ecclesiastical  domination  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  State  Church  of 
England.  That  there  were  other,  if  secondary,  considerations  for  the  project  must  be  admitted, 
such  as  that  of  creating  a  new  dominion  politically  under  the  Crown  of  England.  Also,  and 
no  less,  there  was  the  contemplation  of  a  new  colony  the  actual  territory  of  which  would  be 
literally  owned  by  Cecil  Calvert,  second  Lord  Baltimore,  his  heirs  and  successors  as  Lords 
Proprietor  to  their  profit  and  renown  forever  under  a  charter  granted  by  Charles  I  the  King 
of  England,  and  the  local  provincial  government  of  which  colony,  as  well,  would  be  conducted 
under  the  authority  and  influence  of  the  Calverts  and  their  heirs  as  Lords  Proprietor. 

Father  Andrew  White,  a  learned  Jesuit  missionary,  is  believed  to  have  had  a  hand  in 
writing  certain  propositions  reflected  in  the  charter  and,  so,  to  relate  to  the  founding  of 
Maryland,  he  being  one  of  the  co-founders  who  came  in  the  ark  in  1633.  Father  White’s 
influence  appears  as  Johnson  avers  in  his  Foundation  of  Maryland  (page  30)  in  the  formula- 
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tion  of  some  stipulations  in  the  charter,  “then  considered  and  treated  as  securing  liberty  of 

conscience  to  Roman  Catholics  .  with  the  full  knowledge  that  the  principle  of 

religious  toleration  was  to  be  adopted  as  one  of  the  fundamental  institutions  of  the  Province, 
and  toleration  of  Catholics  carried  with  it,  of  necessity,  toleration  for  all  Christians.” 

Virginians  opposed  the  granting  of  the  charter  to  Cecil  Calvert,  Lord  Baltimore,  by 
Charles  I,  claiming  that  it  gave  away  a  part  of  Virginian  territory  and  rights  without  Vir¬ 
ginia’s  consent.  The  King’s  Privy  Council  supported  the  charter  however.  Nevertheless,  the 
Virginians  then  maintained  their  position,  and,  afterwards,  continued  it  for  many  years. 

The  Archives  of  Maryland  (III- 180)  declares  that  young  Cecil  Calvert,  despite  all  oppo¬ 
sition,  “engaged  the  greatest  part  of  his  fortune  in  Maryland.”  Chalmers’  An?ials  (I-208)  avers 
that  the  “transportation,  necessary  stores  and  provisions,  during  the  first  two  years  cost  the 
nobleman  upwards  of  forty  thousand  pounds.” 

There  was  in  1633  the  provision  of  English  law  as  to  persons  emigrating  that  the  granting 
of  a  license  for  Catholics  “to  depart  this  Kingdom  and  to  go  into  Maryland,  or  any  other 
country  where  they  may  have  free  liberty  of  their  religion,  would  take  away  all  hope  of  their 
conformity  to  the  Church  of  England.” 

In  The  Beginning  of  Civil  and  Religions  Liberties  in  America  (J.  M.  Ives,  page  104),  we 
read  that  —  “It  is  very  doubtful  if  he”  [King  Charles  I  in  granting  the  charter  to  the  Calverts 
and  up  to  the  time  of  the  sailing  of  the  ark  from  Gravesend  in  the  Thames  then  the  port  of 
London]  “consented  to  or  even  knew  of  the  Jesuit  missionaries  then  intending  to  accompany 
the  voyagers,  and  this  partly  accounts  for  the  secrecy  surrounding  their  departure.” 

Complaints  and  rumors  as  to  the  destination  and  purpose  of  the  expedition  in  the 
ark  and  the  dove  caused  the  government,  after  the  ark  had  sailed  from  Gravesend,  to  order 
the  Admiral  commanding  the  Channel  Fleet  to  intercept  the  vessel,  which  was  done  at 
Tilbury  a  little  lower  down  the  River  Thames.  There  an  officer  of  the  Embarkation  Office 
promptly  caught  up  with  the  ark  in  the  river  in  order  to  see  that  the  laws  were  not  being 
violated.  The  result  thereof  is  given  [Ibid,  104]:  “Watkins,  the  London  searcher,  reported 
that  he  had  boarded  the  ship  and  administered  the  oaths”  [of  allegiance  to  the  King  and  the 
Church  of  England]  “to  128  emigrants.”  Having  thus  taken  the  oaths  indicates  that  the 
Protestants  largely  if  not  wholly  were,  with  members  of  the  crews  of  the  vessels,  among  those 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight.  Thus  Richard  Hill  must  have  been  one  of  that  number  then 
constituting  all  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  “ship’s  company”  who  had  then  em¬ 
barked  at  Gravesend  in  either  one  or  both  of  the  two  vessels.  This  is  rendered  the  more 
certain,  as  to  Richard  Hill,  as  he  was  one  of  the  “fifteen  ablemen”  whom  Leonard  Calvert 
had  engaged  in  London. 

The  ark  of  three  hundred  tons,  and  the  dove,  of  fifty  tons,  thus  being  released  in  the 
River  Thames,  supposedly  fully  laden  for  North  America  as  to  both  voyagers  and  cargo, 
sailed  out  from  the  estuary  of  the  river  Thames  and  down  the  Channel  westward  into  the  open 
sea.  But  the  vessels,  later,  put  in  to  the  Solent  between  the  coast  of  England,  off  Hampshire, 
and  the  Isle  of  Wight,  dropping  their  anchors  outside  of  the  harbor  of  Cowes  on  the  north¬ 
western  side  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  There  it  soon  became  evident  that  the  occasion  for  that 
stopping  was  to  embark  from  Cowes  or  thereabouts  the  additional  number  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety-two  persons  for  the  voyage  to  America.  Brown’s  George  a?id  Cecilius  Calvert  (45), 
declares  that  the  ark  and  the  dove  put  in  olf  Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight,  to  take  on  board  the  Jesuit 
and  Catholic  passengers,  increasing  the  total  number  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight, 
who,  also,  it  is  generally  believed,  came  on  board  without  the  prior  knowledge  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  as  upon  leaving  the  Thames  the  destination  of  the  vessels  was  understood  to  be  North 
America,  and  without  any  announcement  in  the  Thames  that  certain  other  passengers  were 
to  be  embarked  in  the  Solent  off  Cowes. 
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To  this  statement  by  Brown  one  might  now  add  that,  however  honorable  or  desirable 
was  the  motive  for  the  whole  expedition,  it  involved  at  Cowes  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
the  realm,  and  those  embarked  at  Cowes,  without  licenses  to  depart  the  realm  and  without 
having  taken  the  oaths  required,  would  have  been,  if  apprehended,  subject  to  arrest,  trial, 
and  fines,  together  with  heavier  penalties  upon  the  persons  directing  the  evasion  of  the  laws. 
That,  to  the  voyagers,  would  have  seemed  as  persecution,  but,  in  truth,  it  would  have  been 
only  prosecution  for  infringement  of  the  statutes  enacted  by  Parliament  for  the  peace  and 
order  under  law  of  the  Kingdom.  As  it  actually  was,  the  business  of  the  stop  at  Cowes  was 
accomplished  with  such  despatch,  that  the  vessels  but  narrowly  escaped  being  apprehended 
before  they  had  regained  the  open  sea,  as  is  revealed  in  the  testimony  of  Father  Andrew  White 
hereinafter,  which  discloses  that  members  of  the  crews  were  fearful  of  arrest  and  sought  to 
circumvent  the  unlicensed  departure  because  it  constituted  an  unlawful  acquisition  of  the 
additional  passengers  at  Cowes.  All  that,  however,  had  no  application  to  Richard  Hill  and 
the  earlier  embarkees  at  Gravesend  in  the  Thames. 

Probably  to  avoid  any  controversy  on  shipboard  in  the  matter  of  religion,  no  Protestant 
clergyman  is  known  to  have  embarked  in  either  the  ark  or  the  dove.  Such  controversies  as 
arose,  naturally  enough,  in  Maryland  came  years  later,  and  were  semi-political.  Cecil  Calvert, 
Lord  Baltimore,  in  his  instructions  to  his  brother  Leonard  Calvert,  who  was  in  command 
of  the  actual  expedition  and  to  the  several  other  leading  members  thereof  ordered  that  “they 
suffer  no  scandal  nor  any  offense  to  be  given  to  any  Protestants  whereby  any  just  complaint 
may  hereafter  be  made  by  them  in  Virginia  or  in  England,  and  for  that  end  they  cause  all 
acts  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  to  be  done  privately  as  may  be  .  .  .  and  to  treat  the 
Protestants  with  as  much  mildness  and  favour  as  justice  will  permit.  And  this  to  be  observed 
at  land  as  well  as  at  sea”— [Calvert  Papers,  Maryland  Historical  Society.]  This  suggests  that 
the  number  of  Protestants  on  board  the  ships  was  substantial.  Unfortunately  no  complete 
list  of  the  names  of  the  passengers  and  crews  in  the  ark  and  the  dove  is  extant,  if  ever  one 
was  prepared.  The  governmental  regulations  required  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  embarkees 
departing  for  America,  their  ages  etc.,  which  is  likely  to  have  been  taken  by  the  officers  of 
the  Embarkation  Office  on  the  Thames  River.  Only  a  small  part  of  such  lists  now  exist  in 
the  Public  Record  Office,  London.  If  the  chance  for  an  official  list  to  be  taken  at  Cowes  had 
occurred,  it  might  now  be  either  non-extant  or  lost.  The  Jesuit  missionary,  Andrew  White, 
almost  entirely  omitted  the  names  of  his  fellow-voyagers  in  his  account  of  the  expedition  and 
the  voyage.  Moreover,  the  early  public  records  of  St.  Mary’s  County,  Maryland,  for  the 
seventeenth  century  were  entirely  burned.  So  it  is,  that  today  it  is  impossible  to  prove  the 
identities,  among  the  hundreds  of  early  settlers  in  Maryland,  of  many  of  those  who  did  come 
in  1633  in  the  ark  and  the  dove. 

Cecil  Calvert,  Lord  Baltimore,  not  long  after  the  departure  of  his  vessels  for  America, 
wrote  to  his  friend,  the  Earl  of  Strafford:  “there  are  two  of  my  brothers  gone,  with  twenty 
other  gentlemen  of  very  good  fashion,  and  three  hundred  laboring  men  well  provided  in 
all  things.”  [Brown’s  George  and  Cecilius  Calvert  (31).]  In  Savin’s  Reports  No.  11  [Peabody 
Library,  Baltimore]  there  are  named  seventeen  of  the  above  twenty  mentioned  by  Lord 
Baltimore  “of  the  gentlemen  adventurers  that  are  gone  in  person  to  this  plantation”;  hist, 
the  two  brothers  of  Lord  Baltimore: 


“Leonard  Calvert,  Governor. 
George  Calvert 
and  commissioners: 

Richard  Gerard,  son  to 
Sir  Thomas  Gerard 
Knight  and  Banneret 


Jerome  Hawley,  Esquire 
Thomas  Cornwaleys  Esquire 

John  Saunders 
Edward  Cranfield 
Henry  Greene 


' 
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Edward  Wintour 
Frederick  Wintour 

Sons  of  Lady  Ann  Wintour 
Henry  Wiseman,  son 

to  Sir  Thomas  Wiseman,  Knt. 


Nicholas  Fairfax 
John  Baxter 
Thomas  Dorrell 
Captain  John  Hill 
John  Medcalf 
William  Saire.” 


[Vide  S.  R.  Lee’s  The  Maryland  Influence  in  American  Catholicism ]. 


Added  to  these  must  be  the  Jesuit  mission  composed  of  Thomas  Gervase,  “a  Jesuit  lay 
brother”,  Andrew  White  and  John  Altham,  priests.  There  is  nothing  of  American  record 
on  which  one  can  base  a  suggestion  that  our  Richard  Hill  was  in  any  degree  related  to  the 
above  Captain  John  Hill,  who  seems  to  have  settled  in  Kent  County,  Maryland,  where  a 
John  Hill  is  repeatedly  of  record  from  1642  to  1669. 

Father  Andrew  White  is  understood  to  have  written  in  Latin  an  account  of  the  voyage 
from  the  Isle  of  Wight  to  Maryland.  J.  Moss  Ives,  in  his  The  ark  and  the  dove  (1 10),  states  of 
the  manuscript  by  Andrew  White: 

‘‘The  Reverend  William  McSherry  S.  J.  discovered  in  the  archives  of  the 

I  Society  of  Jesus  in  Rome,  in  1832,  the  original  Manuscript . [entitled]  Relatio 

Itineris  in  Marylandiam,  the  narrative  of  the  voyage  of  the  ark  and  the  dove.” 


The  Latin  manuscript  may  have  been  sent  to  the  archives  of  the  “Domus  Professa”  of 
that  Society  in  Rome  nearly  two  centuries  before  1832,  but  by  whom  is  unknown,  if  not  by 
one  of  the  Jesuit  priests  who  came  to  America  in  the  ark  or  the  dove.  A  supposed  translation 
into  English  of  this  manuscript  was  made  at  St.  Mary’s  settlement  in  Maryland  before  May 
30,  1634,  evidently  at  the  instance  of  Leonard  Calvert,  then  the  resident  Deputy  Governor 
of  the  new  Province  of  Maryland.  This  translation  was  sent  by  Leonard  Calvert  to  Sir  Richard 
Lechford  in  England  dated  from  Point  Comfort  30th  of  May,  1634  (which  was  less  than  ten 
weeks  after  the  arrival  from  England)  and  accompanied  by  the  sender’s  letter  to  Lechford, 
describing  the  enclosed  English  rendition  of  the  account  as  ‘‘an  exact  iournall  of  all  our 

voyage  .  writ  by  a  most  honest  and  discreet  gentleman.”  The  relation  in  English 

is  said  to  differ  in  some  respects  from  the  Latin  narrative  of  the  voyage,  the  Relatio  Itineris 
Marylandiam,  but  the  two  accounts  are  substantially  alike.  Possibly,  any  minor  differences 
might  have  been  due  to  a  slight  editing  by  Leonard  Calvert  or  to  any  ‘‘free  translating”  done 
in  1634.  The  Committee  on  Publication  of  the  Peabody  Publication  Fund  of  the  Maryland 
Historical  Society  reported  in  1898  that — 


‘‘The  two  accounts,  if  not  written  by  the  same  hand,  were  evidently  drawn 
from  the  same  source  or  narrative,  and  a  not  unreasonable  theory  would  be  that 
there  was  kept  during  the  voyage,  lor  the  use  of  the  Governor  and  the  Lord  Pro¬ 
prietary,  a  careful  official  journal  of  the  events  and  that  from  this  journal  both 
these  letters  were  framed  by  Father  White,  who  would  not  unlikely  be  himself  the 
writer  of  the  journal.” 


Every  word  of  this  account  of  the  voyage  of  the  ark  and  the  dove  scarcely  can  fail  to  be 
of  imperishable  interest  to  every  descendant  of  Richard  Hill,  no  less  so  than  it  was  to  him 
who  shared  in  the  perils  and  joys  of  the  long  journey.  Richard  Hill  was  an  eye-witness  to 
the  scenes  and  events  described.  It  is  the  most  interesting,  readable,  and  intelligent  first-hand- 
eye-witness  account  of  a  voyage  from  England  to  America  of  any  colonizing  group  of  persons 
that  has  ever  been  written  and  that  has  survived  to  the  present  time.  It  reads  almost  as  though 
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it  was  a  chapter  in  the  Old  Testament.  It  is  an  outstanding  document  in  the  greatest  emigra¬ 
tion  of  a  people  from  one  land  to  another,  across  a  thousand  leagues  of  turbulent  sea,  in  all 
the  known  history  of  humanity  on  this  globular  Third  Planet  in  the  surrounding  Solar  Sys¬ 
tem.  We  can  do  no  less  than  repeat  for  Richard  Hill’s  descendants  the  essential  part  of  the 
English  journal  of  the  voyage  as  being  the  version  entitled,  perhaps,  to  the  greater  weight  in 
accuracy  as  the  original  official  rendition,  and  exactly  as  issued  and  affirmed  in  1874  by  the 
Maryland  Historical  Society.  The  account  does  not  include  the  experiences  of  the  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-eight  passengers  between  the  time  of  their  embarkation  at  Gravesend  in  the 
River  Thames  and  their  arrival  off  Cowes  by  the  Isle  of  Wight  because  the  writer  of  the 
journal  did  not  join  the  vessels  until  they  were  anchored  near  the  Isle  of  Wight.  In  no  modern 
genealogy  of  the  descendants  of  any  passenger  in- either  the  ark  or  the  dove,  have  we  found 
recited  this  inspiring,  if  at  times  fearsome,  narration,  wherefore  all  the  more  do  we  now  feel 
impelled  to  here  include  it: 

“A  BRIEFE  RELATION  OF  THE  VOYAGE  VNTO  MARYLAND.” 

‘‘On  St.  Cecilias  day,  the  22  of  November  1633  with  a  gentle  Northerne  gale  we  set  saile 
from  the  Cowes  about  10  in  the  morninge,  toward  the  needles,  being  rockes  at  the  south  end 
of  Isle  of  Wight,  till  by  default  of  winde  we  were  forced  to  ankour  at  Yarmouth,  wch  very 
kindly  saluted  vs  how  beit  we  were  not  out  of  feare,  for  the  seamen  secretly  reported  that  they 
expected  the  post  with  letters  from  the  Counsell  at  London:  but  God  wotdd  tende  the  matter, 
and  sent  thl  night  soe  strong  a  faire  winde  as  forced  a  (Trench  barke  from  her  ankor  hold 
driveing  her  foule  vpon  our  pinnace  forced  her  to  set  saile  with  losse  of  an  ankour,  and  take 
to  Sea,  that  being  a  dangerous  place  to  floate  in,  whereby  we  were  necessarily  to  follow,  least 
we  should  part  companie,  and  thus  God  frustrated  the  plot  of  our  Seamen,  this  was  the  23  of 
Novemb:  on  Sk  Clements  day  who  wonne  his  Crowne  by  being  cast  into  the  Sea  fastned  to 
an  ankor;  that  morneing  by  10  a  clocke  we  came  to  Hurste  Castle,  and  thence  were  saluted  with 
a  shot,  and  soe  passed  by  the  dangerous  needles,  being  certaine  sharpe  rockes  at  the  end  of  the 
Hand,  much  feared  by  Seamen  for  a  double  tyde  which  she  carried  to  Shipwrecke,  t  one  vpon 
the  rockes,  t-other  vpon  the  sand,  I  omitt  our  danger  passed  Yarmouth,  where  by  dragging 
anchour  in  a  strong  winde  and  tide  we  almost  runne  of  our  shipp  a  ground.  All  this  Saturday 
and  the  night  following  the  winde  serued  vs  so  well,  that  next  day  by  g  of  Clocke  we  got 
beyond  the  westerne  Cape  of  England,  and  so  steered  along  not  soe  strongly  as  wee  might 
because  of  our  pinnace  slow  saileinge,  whome  we  feared  to  leaue  behinde,  for  feare  shee 
might  meet  wth  Turkes  or  some  other  pirates  though  we  see  nowe,  by  this  meanes  a  faire 
shipp  of  London  overtooke  vs  of  600  tunne,  here  we  had  a  greate  recreation  to  see  that  ship 
and  ours  runne  for  the  fame  with  all  the  cloath  they  could  make,  an  howers  space  with  faire 
winde  and  weather,  and  pleasant  sound  of  trumpetts,  but  our  gaue  the  other  a  topsaile  and 
yet  held  with  her,  this  done  we  stroke  one  course  of  our  sailes,  and  staied  for  our  pinnace, 
which  was  farre  short  of  vs,  and  the  draggon,  for  soe  shee  was  called  runne  from  vs  out  of 
sight  that  evening. 

‘‘Soe  all  Sunday  and  Munday  the  24th  and  25th  of  Novemb:  we  sailed  afore  the  winde, 
till  night,  when  the  winde  changed  to  Northwest  so  violent,  and  tempestuous,  as  the  dragon 
was  forced  backe  to  ffamouth,  not  able  to  keep  the  sea,  being  yet  not  to  goe  southwest,  but 
right  south  to  Angola,  and  our  pinnace  mistrusting  her  strength  came  up  to  vs  to  tell  that  if 
shee  were  in  distresse  shee  would  shew  two  lights  in  her  shroode;  our  master  was  a  very 
sufficient  seaman,  and  shipp  as  strong  as  could  be  made  of  oake  and  iron,  400  tunne,  kingbuiit: 
makinge  faire  weather  in  great  stormes:  now  the  master  had  his  choise,  whether  he  would 
returne  England  as  the  draggon  did,  or  saile  so  close  vp  to  the  winde,  as  if  he  should  not  hold 
it  he  must  necessarily  fall  vpon  the  Irish  shoare,  so  infamous  for  rockes  of  greatest  danger:  of 
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[hese  two  out  of  a  certaine  hardinesse  and  desire  to  trie  the  goodnesse  of  his  shipp,  in  which 
lie  had  neuer  beene  at  Sea  afore,  he  resolved  to  keep  the  sea,  with  great  danger,  wanting  Sea- 
voome:  the  winde  grew  still  lowder,  and  lowder  makeing  a  boysterous  sea,  and  about  midnight 
we  espied  our  pinnace  with  her  two  lights,  as  she  had  forewarned  vs  in  the  shroode  from 
wch  time  till  six  weekes,  we  neuer  see  her  more,  thinkeing  sliee  had  assuredly  beene  foundred 
and  lost  in  those  huge  seas,  but  it  happened  otherwise,  for  before  shee  came  to  the  Irish 
Channell,  where  we  were  now  tossinge,  shee  returned  for  England,  and  entered  into  the 
Scilley  lies,  whence  afterward  in  the  dragons  Company  shee  came  to  the  long  reach  and 
Canarie  lies,  God  puideing  a  convenient  guard  for  that  small  vessell:  this  night  thus  fi  ightfull 
being  past  the  winde  came  about  to  South  west,  full  against  vs,  though  not  very  stronge  so 
that  with  many  tackes  about  we  scarce  crept  on  our  way,  soe  all. the  26  27  and  28  dayes  the 
winde  altered  little,  on  the  29th  the  winde  were  all  day  a  gathering  and  toward  night  poured 
forth  such  a  sea  of  winde  as  if  they  would  haue  blowen  our  shipp  vnder  water  at  every  blast, 
all  next  day  beinge  the  blessed  apostle  S£  Andrewes  day,  the  like  cloude  gathered  in  fearefull 
manner,  terrible  to  the  beholders,  so  that  ere  it  began  to  blow  it  seemed  all  the  sprightes 
and  witches  of  Maryland  were  now  set  in  battaile  array  against  vs,  this  euening  the  master 
saw  the  sunne  fish  to  swimme  against  the  sunnes  course,  a  thing  euidently  shewing  fearfull 
stornres  to  come:  about  10  in  the  night  a  blacke  cloud  shede  a  pittifull  shower  vpon  vs,  and 
Jpresently  such  a  furious  winde  followed  as  wee  were  able  to  beare  noe  cloath  at  all,  and  yet 
"before  we  could  take  in  our  maine  Course,  wch  we  oneiy  carried,  a  furious  impression  of 
I  winde  suddainely  came,  and  splitt  it  from  top  to  toae,  and  cast  one  part  of  it  into  the  sea 
this  amazed  the  stoutest  hearte,  even  of  the  sailours,  who  confessed  they  had  seene  ships  cast 
away  with  lesse  violence  of  weather,  all  the  Catholiques  fell  to  praier,  Confessiones,  and  vowes, 
and  then  the  helme  being  bound  vp,  and  ship  left  without  saile  or  gouernment  to  the  windes 
and  waues,  floated  at  hull  like  a  dish  till  God  were  pleased  to  take  pittie  vpon  her:  thus  we 
were  in  feare  of  imminent  death  all  this  night  never  lookeing  to  see  day  in  this  world,  till  at 
length  it  pleased  God  to  send  some  ease,  and  by  little  and  little  still  more,  till  we  were  with 
milder  weather  freed  from  all  those  horrours:  this  deliuerie  in  a  manner  assured  vs  of  Gods 
mercy  towards  vs,  and  those  infidells  Conversion  of  Maryland,  his  holy  Goodness  be  foreuer 
praised,  Amen. 

“From  this  time  to  our  iourneyes  end,  about  3  monethes,  we  had  not  one  howre  of  bad 
weather,  but  soe  prpous  a  nauigation,  as  our  mariners  never  saw  so  sweet  a  passage:  when  I 
say  3  months,  I  meane  not  we  were  so  long  at  sea  but  reckon  the  time  spent  at  Barbadoes  and 
Sl  Christophers,  for  we  were  at  sea  oneiy  7  weekes  and  2  daies,  wch  is  held  a  speedy  passage: 
from  this  time  all  alonge  the  Spanish  Coast  we  had  nor  good,  nor  very  bad  windes,  in  wth 
time  we  looked  for  Turkes  but  saw  none,  it  seemes  they  were  returned  home  to  celebrate 
their  Tamisom,  a  great  feast  which  happeneth  about  that  time,  after  we  had  passed  the 
Straits-mouth  and  the  Maderas,  and  now  went  full  afore  the  winde,  which  is  here  trade,  and 
ever  constant  on  one  point  of  the  Compasse,  still  servinge  for  south  and  Southwest  as  we 
sailed  we  made  [met]  3  ships  bigger  then  ours,  3  leagus  west  from  vs,  labouring  as  we 
imagined  towards  vs:  we  feared  they  might  be  turkes,  and  therefore  made  readie  for  light 
neither  wanted,  some  who  imprudently  wished  the  master  to  make  towards  them,  but  he 
answered  he  could  not  iustifie  that  to  the  owners  of  the  ship,  and  indeed  he  might  well  have 
found  a  hard  bargaine  of  it,  happily  they  were  Canarie  merchants  and  feared  vs  as  we  them; 
in  the  long  reach  we  feared  nought  but  Calmes,  which  sometimes  held  a  fortnight  or  3  weekes 
together,  and  starve  men,  but  this  happens  not  above  once  in  an  age,  there  are  often  tedious 
stayes  for  fault  of  winde,  but  when  it  comes  it  is  ever  the  same  (1)  for  our  way:  we  sailed  3000 
miles  in  this  reach  in  a  sea  of  milke  without  any  calme  in  the  dead  of  winter,  where  we  had 
every  as  hote,  as  the  hotest  day  of  summer  in  England,  so  that  in  summer  tis  intolerable  for 
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heat,  where  I  see  that,  diligentibus Deurn  omnia  cooperantur  in  bonum  *  for  if  we  had  not  had 
those  Crosses,  rubbs,  and  difficulties  before  our  comeing  forth,  we  had  got  the  hote  weather 
which  had  doubtlesse,  cost  most  of  our  lines:  from  our  setting  forth  till  Christmas  day  our 
sickenesse  onely  sea-sicknesse,  then  indeed  for  the  celebrity  of  the  daye  wine  being  given  ouer 
all  the  ship,  it  was  soe  immoderately  taken  as  the  next  day  30  sickened  of  fevers,  whereof 
about  a  dozen  died  afterward  amongest  which  one  Catholique  venturer,  Mr  Nicholas  ffarefax, 
and  one  very  faithfull  servant  of  my  Lrde  named  Mr  Barefoot;  some  curiosities  we  see  in  our 
way,  as  llieinge  fishes,  wch  vse  their  finnes  as  well  to  llie  as  swimme,  they  are  of  the  bignesse  of 
sparling  fish  or  great  smelt  very  dainty  for  meat:  some  of  them  as  they  rise  in  hundreds 
pursued  by  the  dolphins  fell  into  our  ship,  being  not  able  to  flie  aboue  two  or  three  acres, 
when  their  finnes  being  dried,  they  must  neede  dippe  them  into  the  water  to  flie  a  fresh 
againe;  after  we  came  within  2  1  and  some  odd  minutes  of  the  Aquinoctiall,  where  begins  the 
tropicke,  we  saw  the  tropicke  bird,  bigge  as  falcons,  with  2  white  feathers  in  their  traines 
and  noe  more,  whether  they  alwaies,  keep  in  the  aire,  or  sometimes  rest  on  the  water  I  know 
not;  when  we  had  passed  the  Canaries  our  gouernour  begunne  to  bee  sollicitous  for  fraight 
homeward,  fearinge  we  should  come  to  late  for  it  to  Virginia,  and  likewise  that  the  Virginians 
wd  stand  but  our  heauie  freinde,  though  the[y]  could  phaps  furnish  vs  in  that  kinde  after 
talke  had  with  the  commissioners  and  gentlemen,  resolution  was  made  to  beare  vp  to 
Bonauista  directly  south,  and  an  Hand  right  against  Angola,  on  the  Coast  of  Affrique  14 
degrees  from  the  line  whither  the  Hollander  since  the  losse  of  S£  Martines  vseth  to  goe  for 
salt,  thence  carrieing  it  to  Newfoundland  to  make  fish:  this  Hand  abounds  with  goats,  haueing 
in  it  none  inhabitante  but  some  40  or  50  Portiugalls  banished  thither  for  crimes  committed 
by  them  both  the  salt  for  fraight,  and  goates  for  fresh  food  inuited  vs  thither  though  if  the 
yeare  were  wet,  as  it  had  beene  the  yeare  afore  noe  salt  can  be  made:  we  had  not  gone  full  200 
miles,  when  the  Commissioners  seeing  all  the  commodity  redounded  to  my  Lrd,  and  that 
their  land  puision  was  like  to  be  spent  by  this  circuit,  caused  the  gouernour  to  question  the 
purser  what  puision  of  bread  was  aboard,  and  findeing  it  short  we  altered  againe  our  course 
to  S[  Christophers,  and  soe  began  to  thinke  at  what  season  we  were  like  to  come  to  Maryland, 
and  how  we  should  pcure  our  seed  corne,  as  for  Virginia  we  expected  little  from  them  but 
blows,  although  we  carried  the  kings  letters  to  their  Gouernour,  and  the  governour  himselfe 
much  esteemed  and  loved  my  Lre  yet  wee  feared  he  could  or  would  doe  vs  little  good  being 
ouerawed  by  his  councell;  as  for  the  Saluages  we  expected  to  finde  them  as  our  English  ill 
wishers  would  make  them,  and  therefore  affraid  to  build  all  the  weale  of  our  plantation  on 
price  padventures,  resolution  was  made  for  the  Barbadoes,  the  granarie  of  all  the  Charybbies 
lies,  which  how  be  it  it  was  somewhat  about  for  corne  was  the  surest  course. 

“In  this  Hand  Mr.  Hierom  Hawley  his  brother  was  gouernour,  and  in  his  absence  Mr. 
Acers  his  brother  in  law  was  deputie:  here  we  arriued  Januar:  the  3  hopeinge  for  some 
refreshinge  by  conuenient  good  clyet  some  few  dayes,  but  in  part  we  were  deceiued  for  euery 
thing  bore  so  high  price,  that  nothing  could  be  had,  but  it  Cost  vs  our  eies,  a  pigge  six  weekes 
old  was  at  51  sterling  a  turke  50s  and  a  chicken  at  6s:  beefe  or  mutton  they  haue  none,  and 
the  inhabitants  live  wholy  vpon  poane  (that  Indian  bread)  and  homine,-  and  potato  roote 
which  they  have  in  such  plentie  as  they  will  giue  Cart  loades  to  almost  any  for  the  fetching 
The  gouernour  told  vs  at  first,  corne  was  at  is  the  bushell,  but  vnderstanding  that  we  came 
for  corne  he  called  a  Counsell  and  decreed  there  should  none  be  sould  vs  vnder  2s.  a  bushell, 
and  soe  we  found  him  a  kinde  kinsman  of  M>.  Hawleyes,  other  poore  passages  we  had  from 

*  Diligentibus  Deum  omnia  cooperantur  in  bonum  is  found  in  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  8-28.  The  entire  verse 
reads  as  follows:  “Scitnus  autem  quoniam  diligentibus  Deum  omnis  cooperantur  in  bonum,  iis  qui  secundum  propo- 
situm  vocati  sunt  sancti.”  The  King  James  version  reads  thus:  “And  we  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good 
to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  called  according  to  His  purpose.” 
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not  worth  recountinge:  at  our  arrivall  here  we  vnderstood  the  Spanish  fleet  was  at  Bonauista 
to  hinder  all  strangers  from  salt,  and  it  being  beyond  the  tropicke  to  make  prize  of  them 
here  therefore  we  admired  the  puidence  of  God  in  ptecting  vs  from  that  danger:  but  from 
a  farre  great[er]  at  Barbadoes,  the  very  day  we  arriued,  we  found  the  Hand  all  in  armes  to 
the  number  of  about  800  men,  the  seruants  of  the  Hand  had  conspired  to  kill  their  masters  and 
make  themselues  free,  and  then  handsomely  to  take  the  first  ship  that  came,  and  soe  goe  to 
sea,  this  first  ship  was  ours  and  therefore  it  was  the  goodnesse  of  God  to  discover  the  treason 
by  a  seruant  who  was  affraid  to  Joine  in  the  plott  with  them,  the  ringleaders  were  2  brothers 
named  Westons  Westerne  men,  whereof  one  was  put  to  death  but  the  other  saued  by  means 
of  friends,  God  be  praised  for  this  our  deliverance. 

“This  is  one  of  the  12  Charybbian  Hands  which-  runne  vp  like  a  bow  in  the  baye  of 
Mexico,  some  30  miles  long,  and  15  broad,  13  degrees  from  the  line,  the  clime  is  so  hote  as 
being  now  winter  they  can  endure  to  weare  noe  more  then  a  shirt,  a  pare  of  linneing  drawers 
and  linnen  stockings  on  them,  that  time  their  corne  was  newly  reapt.  They  vse  noe  bede,  but 
onely  hamachoes  which  are  curious  blankets  of  fine  cotton  neatly  wrought  and  painted  on  the 
outside,  and  hung  vp  a  yard  or  lesse  from  ground  by  a  rope  at  each  end  fastned  to  two  posts 
when  they  goe  to  rest  and  on  the  day  time  taken  away,  and  carried  about  with  them  when 
they  trauaile,  here  are  many  things  as  well  phtable  for  trade,  as  full  of  content  to  behold,  their 
trade  is  chiefely  in  corne  and  cotton,  which  cotton  it  delighted  vs  much  to  see  grow  vpon 
trees  in  such  plentie,  the  cotton  tree  is  not  much  higher  then  a  barbara  bush,  but  more 
treelike,  it  beares  a  little  bude  in  bignesse  like  a  wallnut,  which  at  full  time  opening  in  the 
middle  into  fower  quarter,  their  appeares  a  knot  of  cotton  white  as  snow,  with  six  seede  in 
the  middle  of  the  bignesse  of  vetches  which  with  an  inuention  of  wheele  they  take  out  and 
soe  keep  it  till  the  merchants  fetch  it  from  them:  here  is  a  cabbage  growes  on  a  tree  180  foot 
high  to  be  eaten  raw  or  boiled,  the  stalke  of  it  is  for  one  yard  from  top  good  meet,  to  be  eaten 
raw  with  pepper,  it  is  in  tast  like  the  Spanish  Cardo  but  sweeter,  the  tree  beares  but  one 
yearely,  and  in  wood  is  onely  a  leguminous  substance:  here  are  also  foxeberrie  trees,  high  as 
ash  the  berrie  is  of  bisrnesse  of  a  hazell  nut  with  an  vnctuos  skin  or  couer  which  washeth 

o 

scoureth  and  laddereth  passing  well,  but  is  (as  they  say)  somewhat  too  strong  for  fine  linnen, 
of  these  I  found  and  carried  a  number  to  Maryland,  an'd  haue  them  now  in  the  ground:  there 
is  another  tree  called  palm  Christi,  with  a  spongious  stalke,  it  beares  a  great  thorny  cluster 
of  ash-coloured  seede  speckled  with  blacke  whereof  is  made  an  excellent  oyle.  Oranges, 
lemmons,  limes,  pomegranade,  peaches  and  such  other  fruite  there  are  but  not  in  any  great 
plentie  as  yet;  another  fruit  I  saw  called  guaueos,  in  taste  like  quinches,  in  colour  like  gould, 
in  figure  like  the  smallest  lemmons,  a  fruit  very  gratefull  to  taste:  another  there  is  like  vnto 
these  called  Papares,  oner  sweet  and  luscious,  which  they  vse  to  eat  boiled  with  other  meate. 
But  the  rarest  of  all  other  that  I  thinke  is  in  the  world,  is  the  Charybbian  Pineaple,  of  the 
colour  of  gould,  mixed  with  an  orient  greene,  bigge  as  three  Spanish  pineaples,  and  of  the 
same  figure  externall  to  the  eie,  saue  that  the  worke  of  this  is  more  pfect,  it  is  not  hard  to 
peele,  but  of  softe  and  thinne  skinne,  of  delitious  taste  not  haueing  one  membranula  or 
kernell,  but  all  from  highest  part  to  lowest,  cleane  through  equally  dainty  to  taste,  it  beares 
in  the  toppe  a  Crowne  of  its  owne  leaues  curiously  compacte,  and  well  it  may  for  sure  it  is 
the  queene  of  all  meat  fruits  without  exception,  the  taste,  as  neere  as  I  can  expresse  it  is  an 
Aromaticall  compound  of  wine  and  strawberries,  and  a  better  thing  then  this  of  Soueraigne 
efficacy  to  preserue  health,  and  so  well  tempered  to  mans  bodie  as  though  it  would  consume 
a  knife  put  thereing  any  time,  there  is  nothing  more  restoritiue:  it  growes  from  a  thing  like  a 
Spanish  thistle,  one  onely  on  euery  roote,  but  the  leafe  hath  noe  prickles,  but  a  curious  peake 
about  its  edges:  in  line  I  wish  one  of  them  in  your  hande  with  this  paper,  for  nothing  can 
express  it  but  it  selfe:  there  is  another  speciall  fruit  called  a  plantaine,  singular  for  pleasant 
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and  delightfull  tast,  fructus  platani  as  in  latine  they  terme  it  the  tree  is  but  a  leguminous 
substance,  to  the  hight  and  thicnesse  of  a  tree  of  thicknesse  of  ones  thigh,  the  leaues  which 
are  onely  in  the  toppe  for  its  ribbats  are  commonly  a  yard  or  more  in  length,  and  more  then 
a  quarter  brood  decently  seamed  with  veines  runneing  like  ribbs  from  the  thicke  in  the 
middle  as  from  the  backe  bone,  it  growes  as  high  as  a  Cherry  tree  in  the  top  from  the  very 
middle  pith  springeth  a  purple  sheath  like  a  sugar  loafe  full  of  blossomes,  which  with  its 
weight  turnes  the  head  dounward  and  then  comes  thereon  the  fruit  in  a  cluster  like  and 
hundred  cucubers  together,  but  being  ripe  yellow  coloured  and  somewhat  bigger,  they  are 
of  curious  taste  like  Marmalate  and  much  of  that  temper,  very  delightfull  lit  to  pserve,  bake, 
or  eat  rawe. 

“The  potato  root  is  of  the  very  same  colour  skinne  and  figure  of  artichooke  rootes,  but 
in  taste  and  temper  much  like  a  carrot,  but  farre  more  excellent:  here  is  the  Cinnamon  tree, 
the  Aualto  tree,  the  rope  tree,  which  from  the  top  sendeth  out  long  suckers,  which  take  root 
in  the  ground  and  so  spread  ouer  large  places,  the  wilde  figge  tree,  the  Maw  forest  tree  which 
is  poison;  the  monkey  tree  bearing  fruit,  a  plaine  and  pfect  munkeys  face,  and  many  others: 
foule  I  see  little,  save  some  few  pigeons  stocdoues,  and  some  others,  vines  will  not  grow  there, 
the  place  is  a  plaine  ground,  growne  ouer  wth  trees  and  vndershrubs  without  passage,  except 
where  the  planters  have  cleared,  some  few  Catholiques  there  be  both  English  and  Irish,  here 
we  staied  from  January  3  to  24th  by  which  meanes  we  came  to  enioy  againe  our  pinnace,  wch 
not  knowing  of  our  comeing  was  guided,  to  our  soe  great  comfort  as  if  that  day  we  had  beene 
reuived  to  life  againe:  for  before  we  saw  her  in  the  harbour  we  gaue  her  for  lost  in  that  hideous 
storme:  herein  Gods  mercy  was  shewed  towards  vs,  and  noe  lesse  again  in  staying  vs  here  till 
the  Spanish  ships,  in  number  fiue,  were  gone  out  of  our  way:  for  soe  it  happened,  five  great 
Spanish  men  of  warre  came  to  scoure  the  Charybbian  Coaste,  and  make  prize  of  whomesoever 
they  saw  saile,  beyond  the  grave  Meridian  or  tropicke:  and  had  beene  those  very  dayes  before 
Sc  Christophers,  where  findeing  2  small  english  barkes,  and  2  or  3  great  LIol landers  guarded 
with  a  man  of  warre,  by  way  of  Salue  gave  them  a  peece  of  ordinance,  or  two:  (vnwilling  to 
wrong  the  priviledge  of  that  pmisshend  plantation,  to  which  they  had  giuen  time  till  one 
halfe  years  end  to  be  gone  and  pvide  them  elsewhere,  or  else  to  expect  blowes  to  enforce  them, 
this  plantation  was  once  afore  destroied  by  the  Spaniard,  saue  some  few  hidden  in  the  moun- 
taines,  by  whome  with  much  miserie  the  place  was  againe  restored:)  the  holland  man  of 
warre  for  his  salute,  returned  a  bullet,  and  weighing  anchour  made  to  sea,  to  enter  fight,  and 
withall  engaged  the  2  English  barkes  to  doe  the  like:  of  those  fiue  English  and  Hollands, 
onely  2  had  ordinance;  but  the  Spaniards  each  about  30  brasse  peeces,  the  manner  of  this 
feight  I  know  not,  but  in  fine  all  runne  away  except  the  man  of  warre,  who  either  fired  her 
selfe  or  sunke  when  she  could  hold  out  no  longer,  for  she  cannot  be  heard  of.  If  we  had  come 
the  wildest,  tis  like  enough  we  had  beene  to  forward  with  the  rest,  haveing  so  pft  a  ship  soe 
well  gunn’d  and  mail’d,  and  whether  we  had  wonne  or  lost,  our  ship  had  certainly  spoiled 
for  saile  til  she  had  been  repared,  but  God  who  endeareth  the  spirituall  good  of  Maryland 
pserved  vs  from  danger,  Protector  noster  et  merces  nostra  magna  nimis*:  the  24th  of  January 
we  weighed  from  Barba:  and  by  noone  next  day  made  S* l  Lucia-s  one  the  Charybbies,  divided 
in  it  selfe,  the  servants  (being  Negroes)  against  the  Saluage  maisters;  then  about  4  in  the 
evening  we  came  before  Matilena1  where  we  came  to  ankor,  and  2  Canowes,  of  starnaked 
Indians  came  paddleing  aboard  vs,  with  paruats,  pumpkins,  callabashes,  bonana-s,  musk- 
mellons,  watermellons  and  the  like  to  exchange  with  vs;  they  much  feared  at  first  the  great- 
nesse  of  our  ship,  and  though  we  put  out  a  white  flagge  of  peace,  yet  they  desired  tve  would 


*  Protector  noster  et  merces  nostra  magna  nimis  may  be  rendered:  Thus  I  testify,  and  our  reward  shall  be  exceedingly 
great. 

1  Probably  Martinique;  called  by  the  Spaniards  Martinico,  and  formerly  by  the  natives  Madiana. 
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put  forth  our  nations  proper  colours,  which  done,  they  pceived  whence  wee  were,  and  then 
boldly  came  abroard:  this  people  is  bigger  then  ours,  and  fatt  and  tawney  coloured  with 
ointments  and  oiles  wherew11'  they  be  painted,  something  wee  trucked  with  them,  as  knives, 
bells  and  the  like:  and  so  they  returned,  saieing  if  we  would  ride  there  till  morneing  they 
would  bring  better  trucke,  as  hammachoes,  baskets  and  the  like:  they  arc  face  nation,  feeding 
on  mans  flesh  wthout  all  knowledge  of  God,  and  haue  heretofore  cut  of  some  English  enter¬ 
prisers:  the  Hand  is  all  a  hill,  yet  wonderfull  fruitfull  and  florishing  it  is  the  serious  report 
of  seamen,  vpon  report  of  ffrench  wrecke,  that  here  hath  beene  seene  the  Carbuncle,  haveing 
in  his  head  a  pretious  stone,  light  as  a  glowinge  coale,  of  infinite  valew  {[ides  sit  penes  antorem: 
next  morning  by  dawneing  of  the  day  we  made  Guadelupe  an  lie  so  called  for  the  similitude 
it  hath  with  Guadelupe  of  Spaine,  mountainous,  almost  as  the  other,  by  noone  we  came 
before  Monserat,  where  is  a  noble  plantation  of  Irish  Catholique  whome  the  Virginians  would 
not  suffer  to  live  with  them  because  of  their  religion;  thence  next  morneing  wee  came  to 
Maeuis,1  an  Hand  infamous  for  agues  by  reason  of  the  bad  aire,  here  haveing  staied  a  day, 
next  morninge  we  came  to  Sh  Christophers  hard  by,  where  we  staied  10  dayes,  nobly  enter- 
teined  by  Sr.  Thomas  Waroner,  governour,  Captaine  Jefferson,  leiuetennant  Coronell,  by  2 
Catholique  Capt:  Cauerley,  and  Capt.  Pellam,  and  my  selfe  in  particular  by  the  governour 
of  the  ffrench  Colonie:  in  the  same  Hand,  here  is  beside  all  the  varities  of  Barbadoes,  a  hill 
of  brimstone  and  much  more  to  be  admired,  here  is  also  the  virgin  plant,  or  Parthenia,  wch. 
they  terme  the  sensible  tree,  which  after  the  least  touch  of  ones  hand  I  see  fall  downe  withered, 
and  then  againe  revived  after  a  little  space;  here  is  the  locust  tree  which  I  supposed  to  be 
that  whereon  Sc  John  Baptist  lived  in  the  wildernesse,  it  is  high  as  an  elme,  soe  loved  of  bees 
as  they  build  their  Combes  on  it,  I  have  seene  and  tasted  the  honnie,  then  wch.  settinge  aside 
the  name  wilde,  there  is  none  purer  of  taste  and  colour,  the  fruit  is  also  called  a  locust,  haveing 
a  hard  sheath  as  bigge  as  six  beane  code,  conteineing  in  it  a  tough  substance  in  taste  like  meale 
and  honny,  with  fower  or  5  seede  of  colour  and  greatnesse  like  chestnut,  some  of  them  we 
have  planted. 

“From  this  place  we  came  to  Virginia  ffebruary  the  27th,  much  contrary  to  My  Llcie 
instructions,  we  expected  here  every  hower  to  be  staied  by  the  Councell,  desireing  noethinge 
more  than  our  ruine,  at  this  time  Captaine  Claborne  was  there  from  whome  we  vnderstood 
the  Indians  were  all  in  armes  to  resist  vs,  haveing  heard  that  (i  Spanish  ships  were  a  comeing 
to  destroy  them  all  the  rumour  was  most  like  to  have  begunne  from  himselfe,  we  had  the 
kings  letters,  and  my  Lord  treasurers  to  the  governours,  which  made  him  shew  to  vs  the  best 
vsage,  the  place  afforded  with  pmise  to  furnish  vs  with  all  manner  of  Provistions  for  our 
plantation  though  much  against  his  Councells  will,  not  doubting  I  suppose  to  receive  noble 
gratification  from  my  Lnl  by  whose  helpe  he  hoped  to  recover  a  great  summe  of  money  due 
to  him  out  of  the  exchequer;  here  we  staied  8  or  9  daies  not  wthout  imminent  daunger,  vnder 
Commande  of  the  Castle,  and  then  on  the  3  of  March  came  into  Chesapeake  bay,  at  the  mouth 
of  Patomecke,  this  baye  is  the  most  delightfull  water  I  ever  saw,  between  two  sweet  lande, 
with  a  channell,  4:  5:  6:  7:  and  8  fathoms  deepe,  some  10  leagues  broad,  at  time  of  yeare  full 
of  fish,  yet  it  doth  yeeld  to  Patomecke,  wch  we  have  made  Sh  Gregories;  this  is  the  sweetest 
and  greatest  river  I  have  seene,  so  that  the  Thames  is  but  a  little  finger  to  it,  there  are  noe 
marshes  or  swampes  about  it,  but  solid  firme  ground,  with  great  variety  of  woode,  not  choaked 
vp  with  vndershrubs,  but  commonly  so  fane  distant  from  each  other  as  a  coach  and  fower 
horses  may  travale  without  molestation;  at  our  first  comeing  we  found  (as  we  were  told) 
all  in  armes;  the  king  of  Pascatoway  had  drawne  together  500  bowmen,  great  fires  were  made 
by  night  over  all  the  Country,  and  the  biggnesse  of  our  ship  made  the  natives  reporte,  we 
came  in  a  Canow  as  bigg  as  an  Hand,  with  so  many  men,  as  trees  were  in  a  wood,  with  great 


1  Probably  Nevis. 
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terrour  vnto  them  all:  thus  we  sailed  some  20  leagues  vp  the  river  to  Herne-Iland,  so  called 
for  infinite  swarmes  of  hernes  thereon,  this  we  called  S1  Clements,  here  we  first  came  ashoare; 
here  by  the  overturning  of  a  shallop  wch  we  had  allmost  lost  our  mades  which  wee  brought 
along,  the  linnen,  they  went  to  wash  was  much  of  it  lost,  which  is  noe  small  matter  in  these 
parte:  the  ground  is  heare,  (as  in  very  many  places  covered  with  pokiberies,  (a  little  wilde 
walnut  hard  of  shell,  but  with  a  sweet  kernell)  with  ackhornes,  black  walnut,  cedar,  saxafras, 
vines,  sallad-herbes,  and  such  like;  it  is  not  above  400  acres,  and  therefore  too  little  to  seat 
vpon  for  vs:  therefore  they  have  designed  it  for  a  fort  to  Command  the  river,  meaneing  to 
raise  another  on  the  maine  land  against  it,  and  soe  to  keep  the  river  from  forraigne  trade, 
here  being  the  narrowest  of  the  river:  in  this  place  on  our  b:  Ladies  day  in  lent,  we  first 
offered,  erected  a  crosse,  and  with  devotion  tooke  solemne  possession  of  the  Country:  here 
our  governour  was  aduised  not  to  settle  himselfe,  till  he  spoake  with  the  emperour  of  Pas- 
catoway,  and  told  him  the  cause  of  his  comeing  (to  wit)  to  teach  them  a  divine  doctrine, 
whereby  to  lead  them  to  Heaven,  and  to  enrich  with  such  ornaments  of  civill  life  as  our  owne 
country  enjoyed.” 

Mrs.  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard  in  1933  was  commissioned  to  represent  the  President, 
Mrs.  Francis  J.  Parran,  of  the  Southern  Maryland  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  in  England  for 
the  Tercentenary  Celebration  of  the  Expedition  of  the  ark  and  dove,  which  sailed  from 
Cowes,  England  22  Nov.  1633,  and  landed  in  Maryland  Mar.  25,  1634.  After  attending  the 
ceremonies  in  England,  she  returned  home  and  was  present  to  greet,  with  thousands  of  others, 
the  little  boats,  replicas  of  the  ark  and  the  dove,  as  they  sailed  into  the  harbor  at  St.  Marys, 
Maryland.  Afterwards,  the  beautiful  white  Cross  was  erected  on  St.  Clement’s  Island  to  com¬ 
memorate  and  replace  the  wooden  Cross  that  was  originally  placed  by  Leonard  Calvert,  and 
Father  White  when  they  took  possession  in  1634;  and  the  compiler  helped  in  the  ceremony  at 
its  erection. 

The  narration  continues  with  references  to  the  Indians,  the  general  appearance  of  the 
region  around  the  settlement,  and  to  the  observations  its  writer  made  upon  the  activities 
of  the  governing  element  and  the  commissioners  as  to  matters  of  general  regulation  of  the 
settlement,  in  which  the  great  majority  of  the  settlers  did  not  participate.  Fundamentally  it 
was  decreed  that  Catholics  and  Protestants  were  to  be  held  equal  before  the  law  and  both, 
when  accepted  as  freemen  by  the  new  government,  to  have  votes  and  equal  liberty.  It  should 
be  here  stated,  as  indicating  in  part,  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  the  practical  propositions  to 
be  executed,  in  more  or  less  detail,  by  Richard  Hill  and  the  twelve  other  ‘‘ablemen”  who  had 
been,  as  aforesaid  specially  selected  in  London  because  of  their  several  vocations.  The  leading 
commissioners  appointed  in  England  by  Cecil  Calvert,  second  Lord  Baltimore,  on  01  In 
November  15,  1633,  were  Leonard  Calvert,  Deputy  Governor,  Jerome  Hawley,  a  Catholic, 
and  Thomas  Cornwaleys.  His  Lordship’s  instructions  to  them  as  to  the  construction  of 
public  buildings  and  private  habitations  were 

‘‘to  build  a  convenient  house,  and  a  church  or  chappel  adiacent,  for  the  seate  of  his 

L°PP  or  his  Governour  or  other  Comissioners  .  that  they  cause  all  the 

Planters  to  build  their  houses  in  a  decent  and  uniforme  a  manner,  as  their  abilities 

and  the  place  will  afford,  fe  neere  adioning  one  to  an  other . that  they  cause 

all  sorts  of  men  in  the  plantation  to  be  mustered  and  trained  in  military  dicipline, 
and  that  constant  watch  and  ward  to  be  kept  in  places  necessary” 

No  specific  mention  of  our  Richard  Hill  occurs  in  the  now-extant  records  of  the  settle¬ 
ment  until  February  21,  i638[-g];  he,  it  must  be  assumed,  was  occupied  fully  in  his  vocation, 
from  the  landing  on  Maryland  soil  in  the  first  week  of  March  1633 [-4 ]  until  the  Autumn  of 
1635.  During  that  period  of  a  year  and  a  half  the  structures  first  built  for  the  government 
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and  the  housing  of  the  settlers  could  have  been  erected.  At  some  unrecorded  time  between 
1635  and  1640,  our  Richard  Hill,  the  carpenter,  had  made  a  trip  across  Chesapeake  Bay  to 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  then  the  county  of  Accomack,  and  to  the  region  of  Drake’s 
Neck  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay  side  of  that  neck.  This  reveals  that  he  was  a  free  agent  in 
Maryland,  bound  only  in  so  far  as  he  had  agreed  in  any  of  the  various  individual  engage¬ 
ments  to  practice  his  vocation.  There  in  Accomack  he  must  have  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Robert  Drake  Jr.,  Gent.,  as  before  long  thereafter  he  married  this  Robert  Drake  Jr.’s  sister, 
Mary  Drake,  daughter  of  Robert  Drake  Sr.,  Gent.,  of  Drake’s  Neck,  then  deceased.  The 
Drakes  had  settled  there  as  early  as  1G34.  What  business  with,  or  possibly  work  of  building 
construction  for  Robert  Drake  Jr.,  Gent.,  brought  the  latter  and  our  Richard  Hill,  the  prac¬ 
tical  carpenter,  together,  we  do  not  find  recorded,  but  they  soon  became  intimately  acquainted 
and  remained  so  during  their  lives  thereafter.  But  our  Richard  Hill  of  Maryland  was  not  the 
Richard  Hill  who  in  1635  was  brought  into  Accomack  County  from  England  by  one  William 
Melling,  Gent.,  of  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  as  a  servant.  We  would  now  give  the  proofs 
of  the  separate  identities  of  these  two  Richard  Hills  as  separate  persons.  On  the  21st  of 
October,  1635,  William  Melling,  as  was  usual  in  s.uch  cases,  entered  a  claim  for  himself  to  fifty 
acres  of  land  in  Accomack  County  based  upon  his  paying  for  the  transportation  thereto  of 
Richard  Hill,  the  servant  and  headright.  That  our  Richard  Hill,  the  carpenter  and  builder, 
was  back  again  in  St.  Mary’s  County,  Maryland,  resuming  there  his  vocation  for  several  years 
until  not  long  before  he  came  to  marry  Mary  Drake,  will  appear  shortly  of  record. 

William  Melling,  Gent.,  was  a  merchant,  and  his  servant  Richard  Hill’s  assignment  to 
him  of  his  headright  as  an  arrival  in  Accomack  County  from  abroad  is  shown  on  page  465 
of  Patent  Book  No.  1,  part  2,  at  the  Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Virginia,  viz:  (ab¬ 
stract)  — 

“John  Neale,  Merchant,  granted  a  patent  to  200  acres  of  land  in  Accomack 
County,  22  August  1637;  at  the  head  of  King’s  Creek,  abutting  on  the  South  side 
of  John  Wilkin’s  running  Southerly  in  breadth  and  Easterly  in  length  into  the 
woods.  Said  land  purchased  by  Edward  Bastwicke  of  William  Melling,  by  whom 
it  was  assigned  to  said  Neale;  being  alsoe  [originally]  due  for  the  transportation  into 
this  colony  of  4  persons:  Francis  Seamer,  Rich.  Hill,  Edward  Eason,  Thomas 
Moore.’’ 

These  four  headright  men  having  been  previously  imported  in  1635,  and  this  Richard 
Hill,  the  servant,  seems  to  have  been  passed  with  those  200  acres  by  William  Melling  to  the 
said  Mr.  John  Neale. 

\Ibid,  page  466]:  “William  Melling,  of  Accomack,  Gent.,  doe  binde  myselfe, 
my  heirs,  Exors.  &  assignes  to  procure  a  patent  for  Edward  Bestwicke,  his  heirs,  &c. 
for  the  above  land;  which  sd.  pattent  to  be  procured  upon  all  demaunds,  in  the 
‘  meantime  giving  sd.  Bestwicke  full  possession  of  the  sd.  plantation  &  howses, 

alwayes  provided  that  hee  medle  not  with  the  howses  nor  anything  in  the  cleare 
ground  untill  such  time  as  the  Cropp  is  cured  strucke  and  carried  away,  2  1  October 
l635- 

[Signed]  wii.liam  mellinc 

Witnesses:  Pascoe  Crocker,  Peter  Varloe.” 

This  servant  Richard  Hill  was  but  13  years  of  age  when  imported  in  1635;  whereas  our 
Richard  Hill  of  the  ark  and  the  dove  expedition  was  an  accomplished  carpenter  in  1633, 
and  of  more  than  legal  age.  That  such  was  the  fact  is  further  proved  by  the  deposition  of 
that  same  farm-servant  and  headright,  the  much-younger  Richard  Hill,  made  some  years 
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later  when  he  was  summoned  into  court  to  depose  as  to  his  knowledge  about  the  cattle  his 
master,  that  the  same  Mr.  John  Neale  owned  in  the  year  1640.  That  record  in  its  now- 
essential  part  reads:  “The  30th  of  May,  1654.  The  Deposicon  of  Richard  Hill  aged  32  years 
or  thereabouts.  14  years  since  he  was  Servant  unto  Mr.  Jn°.  Neale.”  (etc.) 

Also  on  that  same  30th  of  May,  1654,  this  same  then  (1654)  ex-servant,  Richard  Hill, 
further  testified  by  an  other  deposition  to  wit: 

“The  Depo:  of  Rich:  Hill  aged  (about  32  yeres)  taken  in  open  Court  30th:  of 
May  Ano  1654.  Sayth  that  hee  was  possessed  of  a  peeice  of  land  Contayneing  Towe 
hundd  Acrs  Scituate  on  ye.  Seaboard  side  in  Northton*  County.  The  wch  hee 
Sould  to  Andrew  Jacob.  And  furthr.  sayth  not.  Rich:  Hill” 

These  two  depositions  are  recorded  at  pages  10  and  1 1  of  Northampton  County,  Virginia, 
Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.  No.  5,  7654-/(555.  This  deponent  is  further  of  record,  as  a  separate 
man  from  our  Richard  Hill,  who  did  not  settle  permanently  on  the  Eastern  Shore  until  after 
1654.  Thus  our  Richard  Hill,  the  carpenter  and  builder,  does  not  appear  as  a  permanent 
resident  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  until  after  his  marriage,  about  1643-1644,  to  a 
daughter  of  Robert  Drake,  Esquire,  of  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  which  Robert  Drake’s 
son,  Robert  Drake  Jr.,  and  Richard  Hill  may,  one  may  not  unreasonably  say,  must  have 
become  personally  known  to  each  other  during  some  part  of  the  early  period  of  1635-1643, 
in  that  original  County  of  Accomack,  near  where  Robert  Drake  had  settled  several  years 
before  Richard  Hill  probably  visited  that  part  of  that  county,  though  whether  these  gentle¬ 
men  had  any  mutual  business  dealings  between  1635  and  1643  is  now  neither  discernible 
nor  imagined,  as  their  acquaintanceship  could,  and  may,  have  been  purely  social  prior  to 
the  marriage  of  Mary  Drake  to  our  Richard  Hill.  The  proof  of  this  marriage  will  be  given 
presently. 

That  difficulties  beset  some  of  the  first  planters  in  Maryland  is  suggested  by  the  letters 
of  Thomas  Cornwaleys  and  his  criticisms  of  the  ordinances,  etc.  imposed  upon  the  settlers. 
I11  this  connection  it  is  of  Maryland  record  that  he  was  much  given  to  litigation.  His  letters 
to  Deputy  Governor  Leonard  Calvert,  of  April  3rd  and  18th,  1638,  read  like  the  continuous 
complaint  of  a  dissatisfied  man.  [See  Calvert  Papers  1,  Fund  Publication  No.  28,  Maryland 
Historical  Society.]  That  he  utilized  the  services  of  Richard  Hill,  the  only  one  of  the  first 
settlers  who  is  specifically  recorded  as  a  carpenter,  besides  “John  Cook,  carpenter”,  is  not  of 
extant  record,  but  on  April  16,  1638,  Cornwaleys  wrote: 

“the  building  of  the  mill  was  A  vast  Charge  untoe  mee  .  the  labor 

of  my  own  servants  for  two  yeeres .  I  am  building  of  a  house  toe  put  my 

head  in,  of  sawn  Timber  framed  A  story  and  half  hygh,  with  a  seller  and  chimnies 
of  brick  toe  Encourage  others  toe  follow  my  Example,  for  hithertoe  wee  Live  in 
Cottages.” 

It  is  still  of  original  record,  however,  that  Cornwaleys’  fellow  commissioner,  Jerome 
Hawley,  did  engage  Richard  Hill’s  professional  services  in  1638,  as  will  be  cited  A  few 
months  previous  thereto  Richard  Hill  appears  recorded  in  the  Proceedings  and  Acts  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  Liber  M.C.  (page  39)  the  entry  therein  being  the  return  to 
the  court  of  the  election  of  David  Wicklifle  as  Burgess  of  the  Hundred  of  St.  George  [in  St. 
Mary’s  County]  dated,  1638-9,  2 1st  February.  Among  the  eighteen  names  signed  to  the  return 
certifying  the  result  of  the  election  occurs  the  name  of  Richard  Hill.  This  means  that  he 
was  a  freeman  of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  and,  in  all  probability,  had  been  a  freeman 


*  This,  in  1654,  was  in  that  part  of  the  former  original  county  of  Accomack,  the  name  of  which  was  called  Northampton 
in  1654. 
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continuously  from  the  first  creation  of  freemen  entitled  to  vote  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 
province. 

The  estimable  commissioner,  who  came  in  with  the  ark  and  the  dove,  and  one  of  the 
three  leading  gentlemen  of  the  province,  Jerome  Hawley  Esqr.,  passed  away  in  the  winter 
of  i638-’39.  In  the  account  by  his  administrator,  recorded  on  page  151  of  Liber  Z,  of  the 
Provincial  Court  of  Maryland  occurs,  “The  Accompt  of  Thomas  Cornwaleys  Esq.  for  the 
Admraon  of  the  goods  of  Jerome  Hawley  late  of  Sl.  Maries  Esq.  deceased  delivered  into  Court 

the  20th  Apr il  1  1G39 . by  paid  Richard  Hill  for  wages  [£]  014-00-0.”  This  sum  would 

equal  nearly  $300  by  the  present  standard  of  money.  That  this  payment  was  for  construc¬ 
tion  work  done  for  Jerome  Hawley  is  borne  out  by  the  further  official  record  relating  to 
the  estate  of  Jerome  Hawley;  the  record  proves  that  two  payments  were  made  to  Richard 
Hill,  one  surely  being  for  services  rendered  prior  to  September,  1638,  and  by  Richard  Hill 
sued  for  in  September,  October,  November  and  December,  1638,  against  the  Hawley  estate:  — 

[Provincial  Court  of  Maryland,  at  St.  Mary’s  Liber  Z,  page  97]: 

“And  we  doe  further  certifie  out  of  the  Records  of  or  County  Court  held  at 
Sc  Maries  on  severall  daies  in  the  months  of  September,  October,  November  8c 
December  anno  dni  1638  that  the  severall  iudgements  following  were  had  and 
given  8c  recovered  in  or  said  County  Court  against  the  said  Tho:  Cornwaleys  as 
Admrator  aforesaid  [of  the  estate  of  Jerome  Hawley ]  for  the  plaintiffs  severally 
hereafter  named;  that  is  to  say; 

John  Lewger  or  [our]  Attorny  generall  recovered  on  or  behalfe  254£  4s  4d 
Vpon  2  specialties. 

Thomas  Copley  Esq  recovered  i8p£  sterling  &  381  beaver  vpon  specialtie, 
[meaning  bonds  and  secured  notes]  besides  of  the  debt  owing  from  the  said 
Anthony  to  the  said  Jerome  Hawley. 

Cyprian  Throughgoocl  planter  recovered  sterling  upon  a  specialtie  of 
2o£  sterling;  6£  thereof  being  deducted  by  a  speciall  verdict  of  the  Jury. 

Andrew  Chappell  mariner  recovered  301  beaver  due  for  wages. 

John  Cook  carpenter  &  servant  to  the  said  Jerome  Hawley  recovered  p£ 
sterling  for  wages. 

Richard  Hill  carpenter  8c  servt.  to  the  said  Jerome  Hawley  recovered  likewise 
g£  sterling  for  wages  &:  2  suits  of  clothes. 

Edward  Brent,  ship-carpenter  recovered  i$£  sterling  for  wages.  [Other  credi¬ 
tors  recovered  other  claims]. 

And  in  testimony  the  truth  of  all  the  premisses  we  have  caused  the  great  seale 
of  that  or  Province  to  be  affixed  to  these  pnts. 

Given  at  Sk  Maries  3d  January  1639  witnesse  or  deare  brother, 

LEONARD  CALVERT  ESQ.” 

During  the  presence  of  Richard  Hill  in  the  Province  of  Maryland  for  nearly  all  of 
the  time  from  its  founding  up  to  some  time  in  the  last  half  of  1644  he  appears  only  as  an 
unmarried  man,  and  at  no  time  is  he  recorded  as  having  been  granted  land  or  as  having- 
purchased  land  in  that  province  for  his  own  occupancy  as  either  a  tiller  of  it  upon  any 
scale,  or  as  a  house-owner  or  house-holder.  If  he  bought  any  land  or  a  house,  he  sold  out 
before  leaving  Maryland.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  such  sale;  the  records  of  such  transac¬ 
tions  would  have  been  recorded  in  the  land  records  of  the  county  of  St.  Mary’s.  All  of  the 
records  of  this  county  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  eighteenth  century.  From  these  omissions, 
the  inference  remains  that  he  did  not  contemplate  settling  down  permanently  in  Maryland. 
None  the  less  he  remained  while  therein  possessing  all  the  rights  of  a  freeman.  The  remain- 


110 


HILL 


ing  official  records  of  him  in  Maryland  suggest  that  he,  like  many  other  Protestants  residing 
therein,  became  inclined  to  remove  to  the  wholly  Protestant  and  more  prosperous  Dominion 
of  Virginia.  There  developed  impelling  reasons  for  such  removals.  In  Richard  Hill’s  case, 
the  primary  reason  seems  to  have  been  that  of  his  marriage  to  the  daughter  of  an  English 
gentleman  of  Virginia.  Coupled  with  that  would  have  been  his  evident  ambition  to  attain 
to  a  financial  status,  a  political  prominence  and  a  wider  scope  for  his  general  activities 
superior  to  what  he  had  enjoyed  and  further  perceived  in  Maryland.  He  had  taken  no  part 
in  political  office  in  Maryland,  where  the  remaining  records  of  him  are  brief  but  illuminating 
and  informative.  YVe  cite  them  in  the  order  of  their  original  recordation: 

In  Proceedings  and  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  there  appears 
in  Liber  M.C.,  page  157,  “A  Certificate  from  the  hundred  of  Saint  Georges,  23d 
July  1641.  This  is  to  Certify  your  worships  that  with  the  Consent  of  the  hundred 

we  have  made  choice  of  Geo.  Pye  in  Francis  Grays  place . Richard  Hills.’’ 

[He  was  the  fourteenth  among  sixteen  names  of  freeinen-electors  signed  to  this 
certificate]. 

[Ibid,  Liber  M.C.,  page  174]:  “22d  March  1641  in  the  morning.  John  Worthy 
exhibited  his  Proxy  for  Richard  Nevill,  Richard  Hills,  William  Broughe,  Edward 
Simpson,  Thomas  Bushell,  John  Hatch,  John  Thompson,  John  Medley,  Simon 
Richardson,  John  Mansell”;  [ten  freemen  failed  to  appear  in  person  to  vote]. 

[Ibid,  Liber  M.C.  pages  209  &  2  13]:  “2d  August  1642 . And  the  sum  of 

750'  was  assessed  upon  the  hundred  for  the  payment  of  the  said  hundred  and 
charge  &  hazard  of  collecting  it  and  it  was  assessed  to  be  Levied  of  the  Persons  and 

after  the  rate  following  .  Richard  Hill  30”  —  [pounds  of  tobacco;  the 

nineteenth  of  twenty  names  of  freemen  levied  upon]. 

Richard  Hill  was  not  assessed  for  taxes  in  Maryland  on  the  25th  of  November  nor  in 
December,  1642,  when  one  hundred  and  forty  men  were  taxed.  When  the  troubles  came  on 
with  Virginia,  many  persons  departed  from  Maryland,  either  then  or  before;  they  probably 
departed  in  some  haste,  or  joined  the  Virginians  in  open  opposition  to  the  Calverts,  and 
leaving  any  claims  against  them  unadjusted  in  Maryland.  There  is  a  list  of  such  claims. 
One  against  Richard  Hill  was  brought  in  court  by  John  Lewger,  the  Secretary  of  the  Province 
of  Maryland.  Whether  these  claims  were  all  honest  and  fully  legal  is  a  question,  viz:  ‘‘1642 
August  2d  John  Lewger  demandeth  of  Richard  Hills  seven  hundred  fifty  three  pound 
[tobacco]  whereof  487  with  cask,  due  vpon  accompt.  Leonard  calvert.”  [Judicial  arid  Testa¬ 
mentary  Business  of  the  Provincial  Court  Liber  P.  R.  page  6]. 

Then,  two  days  later,  Capt.  Thomas  Cornwaleys  Esqr.  entered  a  number  of  claims 
against  various  persons;  one  being:  ‘‘1642,  4th  August.  Capt.  Tho:  Cornwaleys  Esq.  demand¬ 
eth  of  Richard  Hills  planter,  seven  hundred  and  sixtie  two  pounds  of  tob  wth  cask;  due  upon 
accompt.”  [Ibid  Liber  P.R.  page  12].  Catholic  Marylanders  were  disturbed  and  distressed  over 
the  dissensions  with  Virginians,  and  the  influence  of  the  latter  upon  the  Protestants  of 
Maryland.  It  is  highly  unlikely  that  Richard  Hill,  a  worthy  adventurer  in  the  ark  and  the 
dove  expedition,  and  a  respected  and  successful  resident-freeman  in  Maryland  for  more 
than  ten  years,  among  friends  there  of  both  the  Catholic  and  Protestant  persuasions,  took 
any  part  in  anything  antagonistic  to  the  government  and  people  of  Maryland.  He  is  never 
named  among  those  whom  the  government  of  Maryland  apprehended,  tried  to  arrest,  and 
is  in  no  instance  charged  with  or  even  by  any  one  complained  of  or  suspected  of  disloyalty 
to  or  of  any  act  against  that  province.  His  ultimate  removal  therefrom  was,  no  doubt, 
fundamentally  based  upon  his  marriage,  though  the  political  and  religious  contentions  in 
Maryland,  arising  from  Virginian  inspiration,  and  the  many  withdrawals,  and,  also,  enforced 
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escapements  of  Protestants  in  Maryland  to  Virginia  created  an  atmosphere  that  must  have 
had  some  secondary  influence  upon  Richard  Hill’s  final  departure  from  the  province  of 
which  he  was  always,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  a  worthy  and  valued  co-founder  and  a  practical 
factor  in  the  material  erection  of  its  first  settlement  in  St.  Mary’s  County.  Richard  Hill’s 
temporary  absences,  as  indicated  in  the  next  record,  most  likely  were  due  to  his  private 
concerns  on  necessary  occasions,  as,  also,  was  the  case  with  the  fifteen  or  of  others  of  the 
ninety  absentees  named,  and,  so,  the  record  may  be  considered  as  entirely  devoid  of  political 
significance,  to  him  and  the  fifteen,  being  antagonistic  to  anything  or  anybody  in  Maryland. 
Of  that  one  can  be  assured  since  the  sixteen  of  the  ninety  sent  in  proxies.  The  seventy-four 
others,  remaining  subject  to  being  fined,  would  seem  to  have  been  more  or  less,  and  in  part 
if  not  in  whole,  discontented: 

[Proceedings  and  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland ,  Liber  M.  C.  page 
252]: 

“1642.  5th  September  morning . All  these  following  amerced  201 

tobacco  for  not  appearing  by  themselves  or  proxie  upon  call  till  they  purge  their 

Contempt  .  Richard  Hills”  [and  ninety  others.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 

same  day  there  arrived  at  the  Assembly  William  Broughe  who  acting  by  authority 
for  Richard  Hill  and  fifteen  other  freemen  whereby  they]  “appeared  by  their 
Proxie  Wn>  Broughe”.  [Ibid,  Liber  M.C.,  page  258]. 

Those  aforecited  claims  seem  to  have  inspired  other  persons  to  file  claims  viz:  [Judicial 
and  Testamentary  Business  of  the  Provincial  Court  of  Maryland ,  Liber  P .R.  page  49:]  “1642 
November  to1*1  John  Wayvill  demandeth  of  Richard  hills,  400*  tob  due  by  bill,  &  140I  by 
bill  assigned  from  henry  bishop;  &  501  more,  upon  accot  assigned  from  Jo:  Robinson  barb1 
upon  attachm1  retorn  ist  dec.  next.”  This  record  also  suggests  that  as  Richard  Hill  was 
among  many  other  Protestants,  in  this  time  of  uncertainty  as  to  who  were  and  who  were  not 
contemplating  to  remove  from  Maryland,  persons  with  whom  he  then  had  transactions  not 
finally  concluded,  filed  their  claims,  whether  legally  due  or  not,  and,  so,  it  was  then  the 
essential  time  for  him  to  respond.  Evidently,  he  was  absent  upon  his  private  concerns  from 
Maryland  at  this  time  judging  by  the  next  record,  to  wit: 

“1642.  December  2tl.  John  Wayvill  appeared  to  prosequiter  ags1.  Richard  hills, 
who  appeared  not,  wherevpon  the  said  John  Wavill  prayed  iudgemk  8c  the  Secre¬ 
tary  continued  the  attaching  in  force  ags1  the  tob  of  the  said  rich:  hills  vntill  his 
appearance,  but  respited  the  iudgenL  till  monday  next.”  [Ibid,  Liber  P.R.  page 
59]- 

Richard  Hill  probably  had  begun  to  look  forward  to  opportunities  outside  of  Maryland, 
as  did  many  other  Marylanders.  Certainly,  he  was  absent  on  some  pressing  personal  affairs. 
It  would  be  no  surprise  to  learn  that  he  again  visited  the  Eastern  Shore,  as  was  commonly 
done  by  Marylanders  in  the  matter  of  trade,  or  even  to  the  Westmoreland  region  across  the 
Potomac  River  in  Virginia,  as  also  did  many  other  Marylanders,  where  he,  later  on,  settled; 
there  are  no  records,  however,  of  such  journeys  in  1G42,  other  than  as  suggested  by  the  court 
records  cited,  which  records  continue  further  to  so  indicate,  as  John  Wavill  and  also  Thomas 
Cornwaleys  again  came  to  press  their  claims,  the  extent  of  which  were,  as  was  the  custom, 
made  several  times  any  actual  inherent  value;  indeed,  Cornwaleys  greatly  increased  his  orig¬ 
inal  claim  in  addition.  The  action  by  John  Wavill  brought  in  the  November  Court  1642, 
not  then  having  been  responded  to  by  Richard  Hill  nor  in  the  following  December,  the 
court  rendered  judgment,  apparently  in  the  absence  of  the  defendant  Richard  Hill,  who, 
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being  unmarried  at  this  time,  had  no  wife  to  appear  in  his  stead  during  his  absence.  The 
plaintiffs  proceeded,  to  wit: 

“1642  December  5th.  Thomas  Cornwaley’s  demandeth  of  Richard  hills  7621 
tob  wth  cask  due  vpon  accompt,  and  7831  of  tob.  whereof  wth  cask  600  due  by 
assignm1  from  mr  John  Lewger.  attachm1  in  forma  consuet  retorn  ist  feb.  next.” 

“John  wavill  appeared  to  prosequite  agsk  Richard  hills,  warned  to  answere 
at  this  Court  8c  produced  a  bill  of  1401  tob.  from  Richard  hills  to  henry  bishop,  8c 
assigned  by  Simon  demibiel  #  (his  mate)  vnto  the  plf.  &  another  bill  of  4001  tob 
from  the  cleft  to  the  plf.  wch  bills  he  affirmeth  vpon  his  oath  to  be  true  &  signed  as 
was  alledged,  8c  not  since  satisfied  or  released;  8c  therevpon  the  Court  adiudged 
that  the  plf.  should  recover  five  hundred  and  fourty  weight  of  tob.  And  the  Secre¬ 
tary  adiorned  the  Court  till  Monday  next.” 

Richard  Hill  (who  when  signing  his  name  did  not  add  a  final  s)  docs  not  appear  in  the 
court  minutes  as  having  entered  any  appearance  to  defend  these  actions  against  him.  I  find  no 
further  records  of  these  cases,  nor  any  return  of  the  sheriff  that  he  had  executed  any  judgments. 
It  is  possible  that  the  suits  were  settled  by  Richard  Hill  agreeably  to  all  concerned,  if  not 
instituted  in  the  thought  that  the  defendant  might  not  return.  But  he  did  return;  he  returned 
to  start  some  suits  of  his  own.  The  sheriff  of  St.  Mary’s  County,  whose  duty  it  was  to  hold  a 
drawing  for  jurors  for  a  court  of  criminal  adjudication,  on  February  1,  1642-3,  drew  the 
names  of  twelve  men,  to  wit: 


“1642 [-3]  february  ist.  Sedent  vt  supr.  The  Sheriff  returned  for  the  grand 
Enquest. 

mr  Gerard  John  Robinson  Carpr  [enter]  richard  hills 

mr  Greene  Simon  Richardson  Thomas  Yewell 

mr  ffennick  francis  Posie  Rob1  Smith 

mr  hollis  henry  Brooks  John  Nevill 


who  were  all  sworne.  Thomas  baldridge,  Nathan  Pope  fined  for  not  appearing 
upon  call.”  [Ibid,  Liber  P.R.  page  76]. 


Of  these  eighteen  men,  twelve  of  whom  were  to  constitute  the  jury,  Richard  Hill  does 
not  appear  to  have  served  at  the  trials;  and  eight  of  the  men  originally  drawn,  namely,  Messrs. 
Gerard,  Hollis,  Brooks,  Hills,  Yewell,  Pope,  Baldridge  and  Smith  afterwards  quit  Maryland 
on  account  of  the  troubles  with  Virginia  and  settled  in  the  Westmoreland  region  of  the  then 
Northumberland  County,  Virginia,  as  later,  also,  did  our  Richard  Hill. 

On  February  8,  1642 [-3]  when  summonses  were  issued  for  the  attendance  of  witnesses, 
the  court  issued  a  “warn1  [warrant]  to  warne  Philip  White,  Simon  Richardson  8:  Richard 
Hills  to  testifie  at  pill,”  (to  appear  and  testify  at  their  peril,  for  failure  to  appear).  [Ibid,  Liber 
P.R.  page  79]. 

On  March  16,  1642-3,  having  returned  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  (after  what 
seems  to  have  been  his  absence  for  four  months)  or  given  order  to  his  attorney  to  begin  a  suit, 
it  is  recorded  that  “Richard  hills  carpr[enter]  demandeth  of  david  whitcliff  3401  tob,  assumed 
by  him  to  the  plf.  for  the  debt  of  Richard  Cole  vnto  ffrancis  Stowres,  whose  assigne  the  pB  is. 
WarC  to  warne  dept  to  answere  5th  Aprill  next  vpon  pill  iudgmh”  [Ibid,  Liber  P.R.  page  86.] 
This  David  Wickliffe  later  removed  across  the  Potomac  River  to  the  region  of  Wakefield  in 
Washington  Parish,  Westmoreland,  where  he  died.  His  daughter  married  John2  Washington 

*  't  his  is  the  same  Simon  Dentibiell  (Demvielle)  with  whom  this  same  Richard  Hill  is  found  recorded  together  in 
sessions  of  the  county  court  of  Northumberland,  Virginia,  in  1651,  when  both  gentlemen  were  then  residing  in  that 
county  which  then  included  the  present  area  of  Westmoreland  County. 
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of  Bridges  Creek.  Richard  Cole  also  removed  to  the  same  locality  dying  there  in  1674.  [The 
Washington  Ancestry,  I,  page  142]. 

On  January  11,  1643,  “Richard  hill  carp’’[enter]  caused  a  suit  to  be  filed  in 
court  in  which  he  “demandeth  of  John  hollis  5001  tob.due  upon  acck”  [Ibid, Liber 
P.R.  page  115.]  In  response  thereto  on  January  12,  1643,  “John  hollis  appeared  to 
the  suit  of  Rich,  hill  for  500I  tob  &  denieth  the  demand  of  230.  by  acch”  [I  bid,  Liber 
P.R.  page  1 19]. 

On  October  7,  1644,  “Richard  Hills  carpr  demandeth  of  Joseph  F.dlo  Gool 
tob  &  cask  due  by  bill  assigned  p  Jo.  hollis  attachm1  cum  citat  &  intirnat  indicy, 
return  ist  dec.  next.”  [Ibid,  Liber  P.R.  page  184]. 

“The  Accompt  of  Will™  Tompson  administrator  of  the  Estate  of  Robc  Tuttey 

deceased  as  followeth  .  Payd  Rich:  Hill  o4o”-pounds  of  tobacco.  [Ibid, 

Liber  A,  page  225]. 

These  actions  by  Richard  Hill  indicate  that  he  was  closing  up  his  affairs  in  Maryland  as 
perhaps  some  of  his  business  connections  there  had  previously  anticipated  he  might  do.  This 
is  further  indicated  and  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  for  the  next  five  years  following  his  last 
Maryland  money-collecting  suit  of  October,  1644,  his  name  disappears  entirely  from  records 
in  the  Province  of  Maryland.  Other  records,  about  to  be  cited,  prove  that  he  was  not  in  that 
province  during  the  most  of  those  five  years,  unless  for  a  momentary  call;  instead,  he  appears 
in  Virginia.  It  was  during  those  five  years  that  he  married  outside  of  Maryland. 

After  leaving  Maryland  late  in  1644  or  early  in  1645,  only  twice  later  in  his  life  does 
Richard  Hill  appear  as  having  dealings  with  Marylanders.  These  were  in  1649.  In  the  first 
of  these  instances  Richard  Browne  of  Maryland  owed  him  six  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  for 
which  account,  Hill,  evidently  not  then  present  in  Maryland,  assigned  his  claim  to  George 
Manners,  who  proceeded  to  collect  the  debt  in  the  following  manner:  “1650,  12  Oct.,  Richard 
Browne  acknowledgeth  a  Judgm’t  to  George  Manners  of  six  hundred  pounds  of  Tob:  & 
Caske  formerly  due  by  Bill  to  Richard  Hill  dated  29  Junii  1649  &  payable  10  November  last. 
But  by  pmise  under  handwriting  payable  to  George  Manners  6  0  No:  Execuc[tion]  ad  satisf. 
for  8001  Tob:  Sc  Caske  agl.  body  Sc  goods—”  [ Judicial  and  Testamentary  Business  of  the  Pre¬ 
rogative  Court  of  Maryland,  Liber  A,  page  370]. 

Another  Marylander  seems  to  have  died  owing  money  to  Richard  Hill,  for  the  lattei,  as 
often  occurred  in  cases  of  persons  dying  leaving  unsecured  debts,  secured  the  administration- 
ship  of  the  debtor’s  estate.  The  record  is:  “Jan’ry  25,  (1649).  Robert  Edwards  demandeth  of 
Richard  Hills  Admr  of  John  Longworth  2201  Tobo,  Cask  &  4  barrells  corne  or  els  400I  Tob. 
Cask.  Warn:[ing]  to  Court,  1  M[onth]:  pi’ll  Judgmk”  [Ibid,  Liber  B,  page  213.]  It  is  likely 
that  Richard  Hill  appeared  in  court  at  St.  Mary’s  in  connection  with  the  grant  of  this  admin- 
istrationship,  if  not,  also,  in  the  month  following  the  suit,  unless  he  paid  the  claim  against 
the  estate  of  John  Longworth.  Claims  against  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person  were,  in  those 
times,  usually  entered  in  court  against  an  administrator  or  executor  because  they  had  to  be 
proved  just  claims  before  the  Court.  This  is  the  last  record  of  our  Richard  Hill*  in  the  prov- 

*  Another  man  named  Richard  Hill,  born  in  1630,  died  in  Anne  Arundel  County,  Maryland,  in  October,  1700,  eleven 
years  after  the  death  in  1689  of  our  Richard  Hill  in  Accomack  County,  Virginia.  The  will  of  this  Anne  Arundel  County 
man  proves  that  he  could  not  have  been  our  Richard  Hill,  the  adult  passenger  in  the  ark  or  the  dove  in  1633,  nor  our 
Richard  Hill,  the  carpenter,  who  is,  as  previously  cited,  repeatedly  of  record  at  St.  Mary’s  in  the  Provincial  Court 
records  as  a  litigant,  and  in  the  records  of  the  Provincial  Assembly  as  a  freeman  long  before  the  said  testator  of  Anne 
Arundel  County  had  ceased  to  be  a  minor  without  legal  status.  The  Richard  Hill  of  Anne  Arundel  County  declares 
in  his  will  of  October,  1700,  that  he  was  then  aged  about  seventy  years,  and  that  his  wife’s  name  was  Milchiah  and 
that  their  children  were  Richard,  Joseph,  Henry,  Mary  and  Abigail.  Richard  Hill,  Sr.,  the  testator,  on  October  9,  1675, 
was  executor  of  the  will  of  Edward  Gardner  of  Anne  Arundel  County,  Maryland.  On  January  3,  1675,  he  was  a  legatee 
of  the  nuncupative  will  of  Richard  Evans,  of  the  Clifts,  Calvert  County,  Maryland.  On  November  23,  1675-,  he  was  a 
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ince  of  Maryland.  Before  then,  his  old  friend  and  fellow-voyager  of  the  ark  and  the  dove 
expedition  of  1633,  Leonard  Calvert,  Resident  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Maryland  of 
whom  personally  and  of  whose  government  Richard  Llill  had  been  a  loyal  supporter  for 
fourteen  consecutive  years,  had  died  at  St.  Mary’s  June  6,  1647.  He  was  then  aged  but  about 
forty  years.  He  left  at  his  death  personal  property  valued  at  only  £110.  By  his  will  he 
appointed  as  his  successor  as  Governor,  Thomas  Greene. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  Richard  Hill,  being  a  practical  carpenter  and  builder,  built, 
with  or  without  the  assistance  of  his  neighbor,  Edward  Brent,  the  ship-carpenter  of  St.  Mary’s, 
Maryland,  a  sailing  vessel  suitable  for  journeys  in  the  inland  waters  of  Chesapeake  Bay  and 
Tidewater  Virginia,  as  he  journeyed  back  and  forth,  after  1645,  between  the  Eastern  Shore 
and  the  mainlands.  It  is  conceivable,  also,  that  about  1645,  he  made  a  journey  to  England. 
This  was  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  previously  mentioned  period  of  live  years  during 
which  he  disappears  entirely  from  all  Maryland  records.  He  certainly  left  both  Maryland  and 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  and  when  he  returned  to  Accomack  County  on  that  shore  by 
June  18,  1647,  he  brought  in  with  him,  as  his  wife  Mary  from  England,  a  daughter  of  the 
same  Robert  Drake,  Gent.,  whom,  as  we  have  previously  shown,  was  in  Accomack  County, 
Virginia,  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay  side,  with  his  wife  and  other  children  when  Richard  Hill 
visited  there  between  1635  and  1643.  To  what  extent  he  again  visited  there  at  times  between 
October,  1635,  and  1645,  is  entirely  unknown.  But  that  his  acquaintanceship  with  that  Drake 
family  of  Accomack  County,  continued,  in  some  way,  is  readily  proved  by  the  facts  (1)  —  that 
Robert  Drake,  Gent.,  had  a  daughter  who  remained  in  England  when  her  parents  and  her 
brother  and  sister  came  from  England  to  Accomack  County,  Virginia  by  1634,  and  settled  on 
what  has  ever  since  been  known  as  Drake’s  Neck;  (2)  —  that  Richard  Hill  left  Maryland  and 
Virginia  sometime  in  1645  and  nearly  two  years  later  returned  to  Accomack  County,  Virginia, 
shortly  before  June  18,  1647,  accompanied  by  that  English  daughter,  Mary,  of  Robert  Drake, 
Senior,  Gent.,  as  his  (Richard’s)  then  newly-married  wife  and  their  first-born  infant  child, 
also  named  Mary.  This  is  established  absolutely  by  the  record  of  the  arrival  of  these  three 
persons.  The  name  of  this  wife  was  Mary  Drake,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Joan  (Gawton) 
Drake,  of  the  noted  Drake  family  of  Devonshire,  Dorset,  London  and  vicinity.  These  parents 
were  married  at  the  parish  church  of  Merstham,  Surrey  County,  England,  on  June  6,  1622; 
and  in  the  parish  register  of  that  church,  also,  were  found  by  their  lineal  descendant,  Mrs. 
H.  D.  Sheppard,  of  Llanover,  Penna.,  the  records  of  the  baptisms  of  the  four  children  of 
these  parents,  viz: 

[page  48]:  “Robert  ye  sonne  of  Mr  Robert  Drake  was  baptized  the  17th  day  of 
Aprill  1623.” 

[page  50]:  “Mary  the  daughter  of  Mr  Robert  Drake  was  baptized  October  the 
30th  1625.” 

[page  50]:  “Elizabeth  the  daughter  of  Mr  Robert  Drake  was  baptized  ye  29th  of 
October  Anno  Dni  1626.  [page  77]:  “buryed  ye  17th  of  September  1628.” 

[page  51]:  “Elizabeth  Drake  ye  daughter  of  Robert  Drake  baptized  Nouember 
9th  1628.” 


witness  to  the  will  of  Margaret  Rawbone  of  Anne  Arundel  County.  On  February  26,  1G74,  he  witnessed  the  will  of 
Robert  Lusby  of  Anne  Arundel  County;  and  on  November  8,  1G80,  he  was  an  overseer  of  the  will  of  James  Rigby  of 
Anne  Arundel  County.  The  earliest  record  of  any  Richard  Hill  in  The  Judicial  and  Testamentary  Business  of  the 
Provincial  Court  of  Maryland,  other  than  of  our  Richard  Hill  of  the  ark  and  dove  expedition,  etc.,  is  that  of  the  same 
above-named  Richard  Hill  of  Anne  Arundel  County,  and  dated  March  23,  1670,  when  this  Anne  Arundel  man  became 
guardian  of  two  orphans,  surnamed  Pennington,  and,  at  the  same  time,  was  a  witness  to  the  will  of  Samuel  Withers 
of  Anne  Arundel  County.  In  H.  W.  Newman’s  book  entitled  “Anne  Arundel  County”  (1933,  page  vii)  it  is  stated  viz: 
"Anne  Arundel  County  was  first  settled  in  1G49  by  Puritan  families  from  Virginia,  followed  by  others  from  Virginia. 
They  objected  at  first  taking  oath  to  their  Catholic  landlord.” 
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On  page  37b  of  Patent  Book  No.  1  Part  1,  now  in  the  Virginia  Land  Office  at  Richmond, 
is  recorded  the  patent  of  “two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  on  Sep¬ 
tember  8,  1636,  to  Robert  Drake  [Junior];  beginning  from  the  half  way  tree  running  south 
east  into  the  woods  and  west  upon  the  maine  baye.  Due  unto  the  said  Robert  Drake  [Junior] 
in  right  of  his  late  father  Robert  Drake  whoe  at  his  owne  costs  did  transporte  himselfe,  [and] 
the  said  Robert  his  sonn,  [and]  Joane  Drake  his  wife,  and  Elizabeth  Drake  his  daughter.” 
These  Drakes  had  arrived  in  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  within  three  years  before  that 
September  8,  1G36. 

Here,  therefore,  we  have  ancient  official  record-proof  that  when  Robert  Drake,  Senior, 
and  his  wife  Joane  (Gawton)  Drake,  came  from  England  to  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  with 
their  one  son  and  one  of  their  two  daughters,  they  left  behind  in  England  their  eldest  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mary  Drake,  baptized,  as  mentioned,  on  October  30,  1625.  There  is  no  evidence  of  this 
Mary  Drake  being  in  Virginia  until  after  her  marriage  to  Richard  Hill,  Senior,  and  that  first 
Virginia  record  is  of  the  ownership  of  her  headright  and  of  her  husband’s  exercise  of  that 
right  on  June  18,  1647,  viz: 


[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville;  Liber  7,  1651-1654,  page 
75]: 

“June  18,  1647.  Certificat  was  this  day  granted  to  Rich.  Hill  for  300  acres  of 
land  due  to  him  by  Ye.  Rights  under  written. 

These  3  assignment  from  Mr.  Edm.  Scarburgh:  Thos.  Edmonds,  Rich.  Harris, 
Hen.  Peters. 


Mary  Hill  Senr. 
Mary  Hill  Junr. 
Thos.  Holle 


his 
-  own 
rights 


1 1 


This  “Mary  Hill  Junr.”  is  of  record,  after  her  marriage  to  her  first  husband,  John  Ayres, 
as  deposing  in  court  at  Accomack  on  August  18,  1681,  that  she  then  was  thirty-five  years  of 
age  or  thereabouts.  [Deeds  &  Wills  &  Order  Book  1658-1682,  page  259,  Accomack  County.] 
Thus  she  was  born  in  1G46,  and  her  father  was  back  in  England,  from  Virginia,  by  1645  at 
the  latest.  His  marriage  to  her  mother,  Mary  Drake,  thus  occurred  in  England  not  later  than 
1645,  when  she  was  aged  twenty  years.  Mary  Junr.  was  the  eldest  child  of  her  parents  and  the 
only  one  of  their  children  not  born  in  America.  This  fact  is  evidenced  by  the  following  record 
dated  Oct.  6,  1653,  viz: 

[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville;  Volume  4,  folio  3]: 

ROBERT  DRAKE  —  POWER  OF  ATTORNEY  TO  RICHARD  HILL. 


“know  all  men  (whom  it  maye  concern)  That  I,  Robert  Drake,  ye  true  8c 
undoubted  owner  of  a  plantation  lyinge  8c  beinge  in  or  neere  Accomacke  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  (estate  in  ye  occupation  of  Jn°.  Parramore  of  Accomacke  afores’d)  doe  Author¬ 
ize  my  very  loveinge  Brother-in-law,  Rich:  Hill,  of  or  neere  the  s’d  Accomacke 
to  bee  my  true  successor  &  lawful  attor.  for  mee;  in  my  name,  place,  &  stead  to  enter 
into  ye  s’d  plantation  k  every  part  8c  parcel  thereof  And  ye  same  wth  all  its  rights, 
members,  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  of  or  belonginge  thereunto;  for  mee  8c  in 
my  name  8c  to  my  use  to  bargain  for,  sell,  8c  sett  over  to  such  person  or  persons  8c 
for  such  commodityes  or  commoditye  (of  such  a  vallue)  as  to  my  s’d  attor.  shall 
be  thought  meete  8c  requisite  to  ye  uttermost  8:  best  advantage  8c  profitt  of  mee,  ye 
s’d  Robert  Drake,  my  heirs,  ex’rx  or  adm«  8c  ye  deeds  or  deed  bee  so  made  for  mee 
8c  in  my  name  to  seale  and  as  my  deeds  or  deed  to  deliver  to  the  partyes  or  partye 
(to  whom  ye  same  shall  bee  so  made)  and  the  counterpane  of  ye  same  for  mee  and 
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in  my  name  to  seale;  And  to  ye  use  of  mee  ye  s’d  Robert  Drake;  my  heirs,  ex’rx  &: 
admrs  to  collect;  gather,  receive,  &  take  all  such  commodityes  or  commoditye;  or 
profitt  for  out  of;  or  concerninge  the  premises  (or  any  parte  thereof)  to  my  use 
(as  afores’d)  givinge  8c  by  these  presents  grantinge  to  my  s’d  attor.  my  full  powr.  & 
lawful  authoritye  touchinge  8c  concerninge  ye  premises  to  doo,  execute,  prove,  8c 
finish  in  all  things  in  as  ample  manner  8c  form  to  all  intentes  8c  purposes;  as  I,  the 
s’d  Robert  Drake,  might  or  ought  to  doo  (if  I  never  then  8c  there  personally  present) 
and  ratifyinge  &  allowinge  all  8c  whatsoever  my  s’d  attor.  shall  do  in  or  about  ye 
premises  or  any  part  thereof  Accordinge  to  the  true  intent  8c  meaninge  of  these 
present 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  sett  my  hand  8:  seale  this  sixth  daye  of  October, 
1653- 


Signed,  sealed  in  ye  presence  of 
Jn°.  Ellis,  Wm,  Monke,  Andrew  Jacob. 
Recorded  in  March  1653 


robert  drake  ye  seale 


EDM.  MATHEWES” 


By  Emily  M.  Fussell,  D’y.  Clerk. 
COPY  —  Teste:  Geo.  T.  Tyson,  Clerk 


Where  Richard  Hill  was  between  his  meeting  in  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  in  1635- 
1643,  and  his  marriage  not  later  than  1645,  has  been  shown.  In  Virginia,  assuredly,  he  per¬ 
sonally  knew,  in  Accomack,  Robert  Drake,  Junior,  and  his  widowed  mother,  Joane  (Gawton) 
Drake,  and  her  daughter  Elizabeth  Drake,  whose  father,  Robert  Drake,  Senior,  had  died  by 
1636  soon  after  coming  from  England  to  Accomack  County,  Virginia.  Richard  Hill  may 
have  gone  out  of  Virginia  as  late  as  1645  merely  to  marry  and  tarry  awhile  until  he  could 
bring  both  his  newly-married  wife  and  daughter  to  Virginia.  Upon  arriving  there  with  them, 
not  long  prior  to  June  18,  1647,  it  may  be  expected  that  he  first  took  his  wife,  Mary  (Drake) 
Hill,  to  visit  her  mother,  Joane  (Gawton)  Drake-Hunt  who  had  married,  secondly,  Mr. 
Thomas  Hunt  of  Accomack  County  by  1641.  She  was  living  in  1647  *n  Northampton  county 
(formerly  Accomack)  County,  Virginia,  with  her  second  husband.  Mr.  Hill  would  also  be 
expected  to  want  his  wife,  Mary  (Drake)  Hill,  reunited,  after  more  than  ten  years  of  sepa¬ 
ration,  with  her  only  full  brother,  Robert  Drake,  Junior,  and  her  only  full  sister,  Elizabeth. 

No  less  obviously  did  Richard  Hill  thus  become  formally  and  officially  entitled  to  the 
headrights  of  his  wife  and  daughter  not  later  than  June  18,  1647.  But  he  did  not  have  that 
certificate  of  their  two  headrights  nor  the  headrights  of  the  other  four  persons  on  whom  he 
had  been  granted  their  headrights  on  the  same  June  18,  1647,  after  he  purchased  them  of 
Col.  Edmund  Scarburgh,  and  by  the  same  certificate,  put  to  use  to  secure  to  himself  the 
possession  of  any  land  to  which  the  certificate  for  six  headrights  was  intended  as  a  preliminary 
to  enable  him  to  proceed  at  his  pleasure  thereafter,  to  secure.  It  was  not  until  May  10,  1652,  — - 
four  years  and  eleven  months  after  the  date  of  that  1647  certificate  that  he  exercised  his  right 
to  three  hundred  acres  of  land  and  had  that  right  executed  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
State  of  Virginia.  Thus  he  did  not  settle  down  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  with  his 
family  in  1647.  With  a  new  family  to  provide  for,  and  not  being  a  farmer,  it  may  be  assumed 
that  he  looked  around  for  a  broader  opportunity  instead,  especially  to  pursue  his  vocation 
as  a  builder,  and  to  venture  into  the  buying  and  selling  of  land.  Therefore,  still  holding  his 
certificate,  he  crossed  over  Chesapeake  Bay,  with  his  family,  and  entered  upon  some  ventures 
in  that  part  of  Northumberland  County,  Virginia,  that,  in  July,  1653,  became  set  off  from 
that  county  as  the  new  county  of  Westmoreland.  There  was  another  Hill  family  in  North- 
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umberland  County  quite  as  early,  and  domiciled  in  the  southern  part  of  that  county  border¬ 
ing  upon  the  Rappahannock  River,  which  part,  in  1652,  was  set  off  as  the  new  county  of 
Lancaster.  Richard  Hill  is  not  of  record  as  being  in  that  Lancastrian  part  at  any  time. 
Whether  he  was  related  to  these  Hills  whose  names  were  Audry,  Andrew,  Charles,  Edward, 
Isaac,  John  (who  went  there  from  Maryland),  Rice  and  Thomas,  can  be  determined  upon 
only  by  records  in  England,  if  at  all.  It  was  in  that  Westmoreland  region  that  Richard  Hill’s 
son,  Richard,  Junior,  and  daughter.  Patience,  most  likely  were  born. 

Richard  Hill’s  first  formal  recorded  appearance  in  the  court  records  of  the  original  and 
extensive  county  of  Northumberland  was  on  January  24,  1651.  This  record  proves  that  he 
had  then  been  making  his  headquarters  within  the  wide  jurisdiction  of  that  county’s  court 
for  some  time.  It  also  signifies  that  he  was  well  known  and  that  he  did  not  have  to  be  living 
near  the  court  house  at  Coan  River,  Northumberland,  for,  wherever  he  was  abiding,  even 
if  only  on  a  vessel  in  the  Coan  Harbor  or  River,  or  further  away  up  the  Potomac  River  on 
shore,  he  would  not  likely  have  been  summoned  to  serve  as  a  juror  unless  it  was  then  known 
that  he  had  adequate  and  easy  means  of  journeying  from  his  place  of  domicile  to  the  court  — 
the  prevailing  method  of  transportation  having  then  been  by  water.  The  record  reads: 

[Northumberland  County  Clerk’s  Office,  Heathville,  Virginia.  Liber  entitled: 

Deeds  and  Orders  1650  to  1652,  page  71]: 

“At  a  Court  held  for  the  County  of 
Northumberland  the  24th  of  January  1651:” 

In  the  action  tried  at  this  session  of  the  court  between  John  Hayny  vs  John  Mottrom, 
the  jury  gave  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  “Haney’’.  One  of  the  jurors  who  served  at  this  trial, 
and  had  his  name  written  on  the  Court  record-book  at  that  session  was  “John  Aires  his  mke’’. 
One  of  the  other  jurors  at  the  same  session,  and  on  the  same  case,  had  his  name  written  on 
the  court  record-book  as  being  present  and  serving,  viz:  “Rich.  Hill  his  mke”. 

This  is  the  first  and  only  record  in  America  of  the  personal  meeting  of  these  two  men, 
John  Aires  and  Richard  Hill  (Senior).  The  former  came  to  Northumberland  County  from 
Kent  Island,  Maryland,  had  no  descendants  of  record  in  America,  and  died  in  Northumber¬ 
land  in  1G63,  a  bachelor.  He  is  not  the  John  Ayres  who,  both  before  and  after  that  death,  is 
found  across  the  narrow  peninsula  between  the  Potomac  and  the  Rappahannock  Rivers  and 
in  the  part  that  in  December,  1656,  became  the  county  of  (old)  Rappahannock,  and  who 
married  Richard  Hill’s  daughter  Mary.  Richard  Hill  continued  in  that  part  of  Northum¬ 
berland  which,  after  July  1653,  became  the  county  of  Westmoreland. 

It  should  be  explained  that  the  form  in  which  the  name  of  Richard  Hill,  as  a  juror,  was 
written  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  Northumberland,  in  the  court  record-book  on  January 
24,  1651,  in  the  clerk’s  formal  style  of  heading  of  the  record  of  the  opening  of  a  new  term  or 
session  of  the  court,  with  the  names  of  the  judges  and  jurymen  then  presiding,  does  not  mean 
that  either  the  justices  or  the  jurymen  themselves  wrote  their  own  names  in  the  record-book; 
the  term  “his  mke”  used  by  the  clerk  may  so  indicate.  The  jurors  named,  when  called  upon, 
merely  made  a  mark  against  their  names  in  the  record,  so  written  to  show  that  they  were 
present  at  that  term  or  session  as  jurors.  The  “mke”  in  this  case  does  not  necessarily  mean 
that  the  juror  who  in  person  answered  the  summons  to  serve  could  not  write  his  own  name; 
it  likely  means  that  he  did  not  write  it;  he  was  not  required  to  write  his  name  on  the  formal 
court  record-book.  That  was  the  duty  of  the  clerk.  It  was  not  like  signing  a  formal  document 
by  which  a  man  bound  himself;  it  was  no  more  than  his  answering  “present”  when  his  name 
was  called  or  he  appeared  in  the  jury-box.  Besides  that,  Richard  Hill  later  signed  his  own 
name  in  full  to  documents,  as  also  did  his  wife. 

Richard  Hill  never  became  quite  detached  from  the  Eastern  Shore.  That  when  on  the 
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Western  Shore  he  still  sailed  back  and  forth,  at  times,  to  Northampton  County  is  certain.  His 
wife’s  kin  remained  there  and  he  still  held  in  1652  the  certificate  for  land  issued  to  him  on 
six  headrights  of  June  18,  1647.  He  certainly  happened  to  be  on  a  visit  to  Northampton 
County  on  March  30,  1652,  for  on  that  date  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Commonwealth  of 
England  was  being  administered  to  Virginians  in  that  county,  and  he  signed  it  while  there. 
The  oath  was  administered  in  Northumberland  County  in  April,  1652,  but  his  name  is  not 
among  the  signers  there,  he  having  signed  it  some  days  earlier  in  Northampton  County. 
Oliver  Cromwell,  when  Lord  Protector  of  England,  sent  a  naval  force  to  secure  the  adherence 
of  the  people  of  Virginia  to  his  government.  The  “Articles  of  Surrender’’  for  that  allegiance 
prepared  to  be  submitted  to  the  colonists  were  dated  March  1 1,  1651.  [Hening’s  Statutes  At 
Large,  I,  263.]  That  is  the  date  also  appearing  in  the  caption  to  the  list  of  names  of  the  persons 
on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  who,  later  on,  subscribed  to  this  form  of  an  oath  of  alle¬ 
giance.  The  wording  of  the  caption  was  prepared  at  Jamestown,  Virginia;  it  was  not  until 
fourteen  and  nineteen  days,  respectively,  afterwards  that  the  persons  then  found  to  be  present 
on  the  Eastern  Shore  actually  signed  the  document  —  on  March  25,  1652,  and  March  30,  1652. 
The  terms  of  that  engagement  did  not  exactly  stipulate  that  the  colony  and  its  people  sur¬ 
rendered  to  the  British  Parliament;  for,  with  the  exception  of  many  of  the  clergy  of  the 
Established  Church  in  Virginia,  the  people,  previously,  had  not  taken  an  active  part  in  favor 
of  King  Charles  I  during  the  Civil  War  in  England  1642-1649.  The  clergy  in  England  then, 
and  until  1660,  were  largely  Royalists.  By  signing  the  so-called  engagement,  however,  the 
people  in  Virginia  did  agree  to  render  a  peaceable  and  orderly  obedience  to  the  requirements 
of  the  British  Government,  as  distinct  and  apart  from  the  deposed  Charles  II  in  exile,  and 
as  being  the  government  de  facto,  if  not  de  jure.  Thus  the  people  who  signed  in  Northampton 
County,  which  then  included  the  present  area  of  Accomack  County,  exhibited  a  sound  dis¬ 
cretion.  The  caption  of  the  oath,  or  engagement,  prepared  for  Northampton  County  was 
recorded,  there,  to  wit: 

[Northampton  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Book  I]. 

“The  Engagm’t  tendred  to  ye  Inhabitants  of  Northampton  County  Eleaventh 
of  March  1651,  Ano.  1651. 

Wee  whose  Names  are  subscribed;  doe  hereby  Engage  and  promise  to  bee  true 
and  faithful  1  to  the  Commonwealth  of  England  as  it  is  nowe  Established  without 
Kinge  or  House  of  Lords. 

25  March” 

Sixty-three  men  subscribed  thereto  on  that  25th  of  March,  1652;  thus  they  signed  on 
the  first  day  of  the  new  year  1652.  Among  the  signers  were: 

“Jno.  Ayres  Edm.  Scarburgh  Georgius  Hacke 

Nathan’ll  Littleton  Tho.  Johnson  Stephen  Charlton.” 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  more  signed  five  days  later,  on  the  “Tricessimo  die  Marty” 
1652,  including 

“Jno.  Custis  Rich.  Hill  Wm.  Gower 

Jno.  Johnson  Jr.  Charles  Scarburgh  Wm.  Jorden 

Jno.  Johnson  Sr.  -  James  Atkinson  Rich.  Kellam 

Teste  edm.  mathews,  Clr.  Cur. 

Recordare  vicesimo  die  merisis  Augusty  1652  . 

26  July  1653,  in  open  Court  .  .  Lieft  Spriggs  subscribed  this  Ingagm’t . 

Tho.  Spriggs 


edm.  mathews,  Cler.  Cur.  Count.  Northampton.” 
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There  are  but  three  other  records  of  Richard  Hill  having  had  business  affairs  with 
Northumberlanders  that  became  recorded  in  the  records  of  Northumberland  County,  viz: 


[Northumberland  County  Clerk’s  Office,  Heathville,  Virginia.  Record  Book  No. 
14,  20th  of  September,  1652  to  22nd  August,  1655]: 

[Page  9] 


“ml  hallowes  1  The  Accompt  of  Mr.  John  Hallowes  Administrator  of 
his  Acco:  of  all  and  singulor  the  Goods  and  Chatties  of  Mr.  Robert 
Mr.  sedgraves  f  Sedgrave  late  whilst  he  lived  in  the  county  of  North- 
estate.  umberland  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  deceased,  taken 

the  20th  of  Septemr.  1651  . .  Itm.  Paid  Cap1.  Hill  for  him.”  (etc). 

[The  Hallowes  family  appear,  chiefly,  in  the  records  of  Westmoreland  County. 
This  is  the  first  mention  of  Richard  Hill  as  “Capt.”.  It  means  that  he  had  a  sailing 
vessel]. 


[Ibid,  page  36]: 

“Mr.  Pope  his  account  upon  John  Cook’s  estate . Paid  to  Rich:  Hills 

°°6o”  [pounds  of  tobacco].  Recorded  20  September  1653. 


[Ibid,  page  42]: 

“hugh  lees  Hugh  Lee  and  Robert  Sharpe,  both  of  Northumber- 

Agreement  with  [  land  County  agree  that  Lee  goes  security  for  debts 
Robert  sharpe  J  of  Sharpe,  amounting  to  3889  lb.  tobo:  he  [Sharpe] 
giving  his  crop  as  security  to  Lee”.  [The  record  is  partly  missing  because  of  muti¬ 
lated  paper],  “The  Debts  appear:  Mr.  Richard  Hills  23.”  [The  final  figure  is  worn 
off  the  paper,  but,  as  the  “23”  appears  under  a  “400”,  the  final  figure  is  between 
231  and  239,  meaning  pounds  of  tobacco.  The  record  is  dated  in  “1653”;  the 
month  and  day  are  worn  off  the  paper.  “John  Barnes”  was  a  witness  to  the  account]. 


In  the  spring  of  1652,  Richard  Hill  turned  his  eyes  again  to  old  Accomack  County,  which 
county,  since  he  first  was  in  Accomack,  had  become,  in  its  entirety,  changed  in  name  to  North¬ 
ampton  County;  the  change  occurred  in  1642-3.  He  had,  as  we  have  seen,  transported  six 
persons  into  Virginia  before  June  18,  1647,  but  had  not  had  any  land  granted  and  patented 
to  him  therefor.  Now  in  1652  he  made  use  of  that  certificate,  and  with  foresight  and  an 
evident  intention  of  sometime  returning  to  the  Eastern  Shore  where  all  of  his  wife’s  relatives 
in  America  were  then  residing.  Owners  of  vessels,  whether  trans-Atlantic  or  coastal  vessels, 
or  on  inland  rivers  which  were  colonial  boundaries,  were  alive  to  opportunities  to  bring 
persons  into  Virginia  in  order  to  secure  the  headrights  to  land  of  fifty  acres,  including  in 
such  opportunities  members  of  their  own  families  who  had  been  bom  outside  of  Virginia, 
or,  who  having  been  born,  or  married,  or  previously  residing  in  Virginia,  had  gone  out  of 
the  colony,  but  upon  returning  became  utilized  as  possible  subjects  for  headrights  for  land 
by  the  person  who  had  paid  for  their  passage,  or  by  anyone  to  whom  they  otherwise  conveyed 
their  separate  rights  to  fifty  acres.  It  seems  certain  that  Richard  Hill  had  a  sailing  vessel, 
though  it  is  probably  doubtful  that  he  made  more  than  one  or  two  voyages  to  Europe,  since 
he  never  claimed  out  one  headlight  on  his  own  name;  he  had  a  sailing  vessel  because  of  his 
inclinations  (as  will  be  seen)  to  develop  a  plantation  of  his  own  in  Westmoreland  County, 
partly  for  a  speculative  purpose.  However,  he  decided  to  apply  the  said  six  headrights  to 
land  in  Northampton  (formerly  Accomack)  County  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia.  The 
record  reads:  — 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond.  Patent  Book  No.  3,  page  111]  abstract: 

richard  hill,  granted  300  acres  of  land  in  Northampton  County,  10  May, 
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1652;  at  Coratock  Creek,  beginning  at  a  little  branch  parting  this  land  from  land 
of  Toby  Norton  &c;  for  the  transportation  into  this  colony  of  six  persons:  Thomas 
Edwards,  Henry  Peters,  Mary  Hill,  Senr.,  Mary  Hill,  Jr.,  Richard  Otteway, 
Thomas  Hole. 


Here  are  seen  the  names  of  Richard  Hill’s  wife,  Mary,  and  their  child,  Mary.  It  seems 
likely  that  Richard  Hill  took  up  this  land,  first,  because  he  had  chosen  it  close  to  where  his 
wife’s  nearest  kin  then  were,  and  had  paid  for  the  rights  to  it;  secondly,  possibly  as  a  specu¬ 
lation;  and,  so,  we  shall  soon  see  that  he  did  not  in  1652  return  to  Northampton  County 
from  the  Westmoreland  region  permanently  to  settle  upon  it.  He  may  have  taken  the  land 
for  the  later  use  of  his  son  Richard.  If  he  assigned  it  soon  after  1652  to  some  one  else,  only 
an  endorsement  on  the  back  of  his  grant  was  needed  to  dispose  of  the  land;  and,  so,  without 
his  making  out  a  formal  deed  of  conveyance  to  a  purchaser  to  be  recorded  in  the  court  of  the 
county  of  Northampton,  all  that  was  needed  for  assigning  was  the  simple  endorsement:  I, 

Richard  Hill,  hereby  assign  to  .  all  my  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  within 

described  land,  (signed  and  dated),  Richard  Hill.  The  situation  is,  as  now  revealed,  that  he 
did  not  remove  from  Westmoreland  in  1652  with  his  young  family  to  that  land  except  for  a 
brief  period,  if  at  all;  possibly  only  long  enough  to  meet  the  conditions  of  being  obliged  to 
establish  a  seat  upon  it,  with  some  structure,  within  a  year  of  his  final  acquirement  of  the 
land,  in  case  he  did  not  sell  out  in  the  manner  described.  If  he  did  sell  out,  his  assignee  had 
to  meet  the  stipulation  of  seating.  He  could  have  rented  the  land,  or  leased  it  for  a  term,  and 
some  years  later,  returned  to  it;  but  whatever  he  did  as  to  that  land,  and  there  is  no  record 
of  his  early  sale  of  it  known  to  us,  he  crossed  Chesapeake  Bay  again,  and  soon  re-appears  there 
in  the  then  faster-growing  and  more-speculatively  promising  county  of  Westmoreland,  where 
activity  in  house  building  was  proceeding.  But  that  he  several  times  crossed  the  bay  to  the 
Eastern  Shore,  and  that  his  wife  was  at  periods  present  thereon  is  proved  by  the  following 
record: 

[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville;  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire. 
No.  5,  1654-1655,  folio  93  dorso]: 

“The  Depo:  of  Mary  ye.  wife  of  Rich:  Hill  (taken  in  open  Court)  28  Sep- 
tembr  1654. 


Recordat  10  die  ffebr  1654 


MARY  HILL 

Teste  edm:  mathews  Clic.  Cur.” 


That  Richard  Hill  had  become  interested  in  coastwise  maritime  commerce  along  the 
shores  of  Chesapeake  Bay  and  into  the  Rappahannock,  Potomac  and  James  Rivers,  and 
probably  had  an  interest  in  a  sailing  vessel,  as  well  as  in  a  trading  house  on  the  Eastern  Shore, 
is  suggested  by  some  records  recorded  in  Northampton  County,  which,  as  well,  indicate  his 
occasional  presence  therein,  and  concern  in  affairs  referred  to  by  his  long-time  friend 
William  Gowers,  as  follows: 

[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville;  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire. 
No.  5,  1654-1655,  folio  131]. 

“The  Depo:  of  Wm.  Gowers  taken  in  open  Court  21th  of  January,  sayth  That 
Capt.  Jn°.  Hudson  (about  towe  yeares  since  [)]  came  to  ye.  howse  of  Rich:  Hill  & 
demanded  towe  hogshds  of  tobacco  of  yor  Dept.  &  beside  a  smale  pcell  of  tobaco,  by 
this  Toaken,  That  hee  yc.  sd  Hudson  &  Rich:  Hill  were  playeing  wth  a  Maule  all 
night  att  Jenkin  Price  his  howse  upon  a  peeice  of  a  Canowe,  (wch.  they  did  lodge 
[sit]  upon)  And  yh  the  sd  Hill  &  Price  in  ye.  morneinge,  sett  sayle  for  Rappa- 
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hanocke,  whereupon  yr  Depk  &  Tho:  Hayes  delivrd  ye.  sd  Towe  hhds  of  tobacco  unto 
ye.  sd  Capt.  Jn°.  Hudson  &  ye.  pcell  of  tobacco  wth.  the  Consent  of  Mary  the  wife 
of  ye.  sd  Rich:  Hill.  But  more  sayth  not. 

2  ith  January  1655.  wm.  q  cowers 

This  day  Thomas  Hayes  (upon  his  corporall  oath  [)]  affirmeth  ye.  Deposicon 
of  Wm.  Gowers  to  bee  true  to  each  Pticuler.  furthr  scl1  not. 

tho:  t  :  hayes” 

One  of  Richard  Hill’s  dealings  with  John  Hudson  led  to  a  court  record,  viz: 

[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville;  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire. 
No.  5,  1654-55,  folio  124  dorso]. 

“Knowe  all  men  by  these  prsents  That  I  Richard  Hill  of  Northton  County 
in  Virginia  Planter  doe  for  my  selfe  my  heyres  Exrs.  Admnstrators&assignes  Release, 
acquitt,  8c  discharge  Capt.  Jn°.  Hudson  of  Nansimum  [Nansimond  on  the  James 
River]  his  Heyres,  Exrs.  8c  Admnstrators  of  8c  from  all  Bonds,  Bills,  Judgmks, 
Execucons,  Actions,  or  cause  of  Actions,  Debts  or  demands  whatsocvr  due  or 
app’tayneinge  to  mee  ye  sd  Richard  Hill,  from  ye.  sd  Capt.  Jn°.  Hudson  from  ye. 
beginninge  of  ye.  world  to  the  daye  of  the  date  hereof.  Witnesse  my  hand  8c  seale 
this  29th  of  Maye  A110  dni  1656. 

richard  hill  ye.  seale 

Signed,  Sealed  8c  delivred 

in  ye.  prsence  of  us 

Edward  Moore,  Wm.  Mellinge. 

Recorded  2d.  of  March  1656  p  edm:  mathews,  Clic  Cur.” 

Nearly  five  years  later  we  find  Capt.  Richard  Hill’s  wife,  Mary  (Drake)  Hill,  testifying 
in  the  court  of  Northampton,  for  that  part  of  the  Eastern  Shore  which  had  been  formerly 
called  Accomack,  in  which  part  her  brother  and  sister,  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Drake,  had  con¬ 
tinued  to  live. 

That  large  part  of  the  long  promontory,  generally  known  as  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  which  originally  was  called  Achawmack  County,  and  became  renamed  Northampton 
County,  was  not  restored  as  Accomack  County  until  1663,  and  not  entirely  restored  in  the 
North  until  1G86.  Hence  the  following  record  refers  to  our  Richard  Hill  of  Accomack 
County: 

[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville;  Order  Book  No.  8,  1659- 
1664,  folio  120]: 

Court  of  December  31st,  1661  . “Its  Ordered  yk  Capk  Jn°.  Savage  Mr 

Devorix  Browne  Richard  Hill  Sc  Thomas  Harmanson  forthwth.  make  payment 
joyntly  8c  Sevally  ye  sume  of  two  thousand  six  hundred  ninety  two  pds  of  tobacco 
8c  Cask  to  Mr  Henry  Smith  being  due  by  Specialty  (assigned  unto  him  by  John 
Barber  of  James  Citty  County)  Wth  Court  charges  els  Execun.” 

“By  Specialty”  meant,  in  this  instance,  by  a  previous  agreement  to  purchase. 

Capt.  Richard  Hill,  who  evidently  had  a  sailing  vessel  at  his  disposal,  seems  to  have 
entered  energetically  into  speculation  in  lands  in  Westmoreland  County,  and,  undoubtedly, 
his  wife  was  .present  therein  with  him  over  considerable  periods  of  time.  He  began  his 
purchases  of  land  in  that  county  about  the  year  1655,  holding,  at  the  same  time,  land  that  he 
had  previously  acquired  a  right  upon  in  that  part  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  near  where  his  wife’s 
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family,  the  Drakes,  had  continued  to  reside.  This  section  in  1663  was  again  renamed  Acco¬ 
mack  County. 

Westmoreland  county  to  1664  extended  for  one  hundred  miles,  and  then  indefinitely 
up  northwestward  between  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  though  at  that  time  the 
upper  northwestward  region  was  unsettled.  Settlements  had  been  made  in  the  lower  part  of 
Westmoreland  County,  as  we  have  seen,  before  1653,  when  that  area  was  in  Northumberland 
County. 

Richard  Hill  had  money  to  invest  when,  in  July  1655,  he  purchased  three  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Westmoreland  County.  This  purchase  was  an  assignment  by  John  Brooke  of  his 
(Brooke’s)  patent  to  Richard  Hill.  The  assignment  having  been  executed  by  a  brief  endorse¬ 
ment  by  Brooke  written  on  the  back  of  his  patent,  we  must  cite  the  origin  of  that  patent  for 
further  particulars  as  to  the  location  of  the  land  and  to  whom  it  was  first  granted  by  the 
government  and  by  whom  first  patented,  the  land  having  been  in  Northumberland  County 
(before  Westmoreland  County  was  set  off),  when  first  granted  and  first  patented: 

[Westmoreland  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Montross,  Va.,  Liber  “Deeds  &  Wills  No. 

1  —  1665-1667” ,  pages  15  and  16.]  abstract: 

To  all  &c.  Whereas  &c.  Now  Know  ye  that  I  William  Berkley, 
Knight  &c.  give  and  grant  unto  John  Sturman  three  hundred 
Acres  of  land  situated  in  Northumberland  County  and  upon  the 
south  side  of  Potomac  river  abutting  easterly  and  southeasterly  upon  Nomony 
river  westerly  upon  the  land  of  Richard  Hawkins,  northerly  upon  a  small  Creeke 
caled  King’s  Creeke,  which  divideth  this  land  of  Mr.  Speke,  the  said  land  lying 
due  unto  the  said  John  Sturman  by  and  for  the  transportation  of  six  persons  into 
this  Colony  all  whose  names  are  in  records  mentioned  under  this  Pattern  &c.  dated 
the  15th  September  1651 

WILLIAM  BERKLEY.” 


‘‘JOHN  STURMAN 
HIS  PATTENT 


It  is  quite  certain,  as  later  evidence  reveals,  that  the  name  “Nomony”  meaning  Nomini, 
was  used  in  this  patent  in  a  loose  general  manner,  because  the  land  is  later  shown  to  have  been 
around  the  head  of  the  broader  southern  part  of  Pope’s  Creek,  previously  called  Fishing 
Creek.  This  creek  is  about  eight  miles  northwest  of  Nomini  Bay,  while  Mattox  Creek  is 
about  two  and  one-half  miles  from  Pope’s  Creek.  The  use  of  the  name,  “Nomony”,  in  this 
patent,  however,  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that,  beginning  at  Pope’s  Creek,  the  entire  Potomac 
river  front,  for  five  or  six  miles  eastward  and  towards  Nomini  Bay,  is  still  known  as  Nomini 
Cliffs,  and  is  so  named  on  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  Map;  hence  the  need  of  avoiding  the 
idea  that  the  land  in  the  patent  was  near  Nomini  Bay,  even  though  some  creeks  entering  that 
bay  extended  their  narrow  threads  for  miles  inland  in  all  directions.  Another  singular  thing 
is  that  this  patent  to  John  Sturman  of  1651  has  been  lost  in  the  Virginia  Land  Office. 

Continuing  the  title  to  the  land  and  its  descent  to  Thomas  Youel  and  then  to  John 
Brooke  and  then  to  Richard  Hill,  we  next  cite  from  the  same  Westmoreland  County  Deeds 
&  Wills  No.  1,  1665-1667 ,  (page  16)  viz: 


“john  sturman  1  These  presents  testify  that  John  Sturman  doe  assign  all  my  right 
his  assignment  and  title  of  three  hundred  Acres  of  land  which  lieth  between  the 
of  land  to  f  land  of  Mr.  Speke  and  Richard  Hawkins  unto  Thomas  Youll  or 
thomas  youel  by  assigns  and  to  assign  the  pattern  as  soon  as  it  comes  from  Vir¬ 
ginia,  as  Witness  my  hand  this  12th  day  of  January  1651. 

Witness:  Nicholas  swither,  john  sturman. 

20th  July  1655,  This  assignment  was  recorded.” 


. 
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John  Brooke  held  the  above-mentioned  land,  which  lay  between  Mattox  Creek  and 
Nomini  Creek,  until  July  12,  1655,  when  he  conveyed  it  to  Richard  Hill  by  the  following 
notation  on  the  back  of  the  patent  which  he  (Brooke)  had  received  from  Youel. 


[Westmoreland  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Montross,  Virginia,  Liber  “Deeds  &  Wills 
No.  1  —  1665-1667”,  page  16]: 


“john  brooke]  joiin  brooke  doe  assure  all  my  right  and  title  of  this  pattent 
to  [within  mentioned  unto  richard  hill  or  his  assigns  and  for  the 

richard  hill  J  true  performance  of  the  same  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  12th 

July  1655- 


JOHN  BROOKE 


20th  July  1655,  this  assignement  was  acknowledged  in  Court  by  the  said 
Brooke  and  is  ordered  to  be  recorded.” 


Richard  Hill  and  his  wife,  Mary,  when  living  between  Pope’s  and  Mattox  Creeks  in 
Appomattox  Parish  (later  renamed  Washington  Parish)  sold  nearly  all  of  the  three  hundred 
acres  just  mentioned  to  Richard  Griffin  of  the  same  original  parish  of  Appomattox.  The 
transaction  took  place  four  years  and  five  and  one-half  months  after  the  transfer  from  John 
Brooke.  The  region  of  Appomattox  in  1655  consisted  of  probably  the  whole  county;  but, 
later,  of  only  the  upper  part  westward  up  the  Potomac  including  Mattox  Harbor  and  Creek 
and  vicinity.  That  harbor,  an  inlet  from  the  Potomac  River,  was  the  only  inlet  large  and 
deep  enough  for  any  vessels  to  navigate  west  of  Nomini  Bay.  It  was  used  by  ocean-going 
ships.  The  term  “Appomattox”  was  used,  before  Westmoreland  was  erected  as  a  county,  to 
signify  the  settlements  within  the  same  county  area. 

It  needs  also  to  be  indicated  that  Richard  Hill  had  a  “tobacco  house”  on  the  land;  and 
as  he  did  not  convey  that  house  by  the  following  deed  to  Griffin,  it  must  have  been  on  the 
sixty-three  acres  of  his  three  hundred  acres  that  he  did  not  sell  to  Griffin: 


[Westmoreland  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Montross,  Va.,  Liber  “Deeds  &  Wills  No. 
i">  PaSe  M2]: 


“hill  ]  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  richard  hill  of  Appomattox  in 
to  l  the  County  of  Westmoreland  planter  doe  make  over  bargain  alien  and 
griffin  sell  from  me  my  heirs  and  assigns  and  by  these  presents  for  a  valuable 
consideration  already  in  hand  received  which  I  acknowledge  myself  fully  satisfied 
and  paid  for  the  same,  bargain  aliened  and  sold  unto  richard  griffin  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever  one  parcel  of  land  containing  two  hundred  and  fifty  Acres  of  land  be 
it  more  or  less  being  in  the  moiety  or  half  of  one  pattent  of  land  situated  and  lying 
in  the  said  Appomattox  in  the  county  of  Westmoreland  aforesaid  and  bearing- 
date  the  23rd  day  of  March  1659,  the  said  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  being 
bounded  as  followeth  Vizt.:  beginning  at  a  Locust  stump  southerly  at  the  end  of 
the  said  Hills  tobacco  house  and  soe  running  from  the  marsh  into  the  woods  west 


northwest  and  a  point  westerly  but  the  point  of  land  [page  143]  lying  above  the 
head  of  the  creeke  containing  sixty  three  acres  or  thereabout  and  lying  without 
the  former  survey  but  now  included  in  the  grand  pattent  to  be  exempted  out  of 
this  conveyance  and  to  remaine  to  him  the  said  richard  hill  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever,  BUT  the  aforesaid  250  acres  of  land  more  or  less.  To  have  and  to  hold 
with  all  priviledges  Immunities  and  fredoms  whatsoever  to  him  and  his  heirs 


. 
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forever  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  to  me  is  granted 
by  the  aforesaid  pattent. 

It  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  14th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  1660. 

RICHARD  HILL  (Seal) 

Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  of  us: 

JOHN  RYVES  EDWARD  THOMPSON 

February  14th  1660,  This  sale  of  land  was  acknowledged  in  court  by  the  said 
Hill  and  then  recorded.” 

This  sale  to  Richard  Griffin  was  made  by  Richard  Hill  after  he  had  applied  for  a  patent 
for  a  much  larger  tract  also,  but  inclusive  of  said  300  acres  which  latter  were  separate  from 
the  rest  of  the  land  named  in  the  patent,  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  Colony  and 
Dominion  of  Virginia,  but  the  patent  was  not  issued  until  the  fourth  day  of  September, 
1661,  following  the  sale  to  Griffin  made  in  the  preceding  February,  1660-1.  The  buyer, 
Richard  Griffin,  held  the  land  until  June  16,  1666,  when  he  assigned  it  to  John  Foxall 
[Ibid,  pages  301  and  302.]  That  assignment  bears  the  names,  as  witnesses,  of  Col.  John  Wash¬ 
ington,  who  then  lived  on  Hollis  Creek  issuing  from  the  side  of  Mattox  Harbor  on  land 
presented  to  him  and  his  wife,  Anne  Pope,  by  her  father,  Lt.  Col.  Nathaniel  Pope.  This  was 
the  John  Washington  who  came  from  England  in  1656  and  who  in  1664  moved  from  Hollis 
Creek  to  the  estate  around  Bridges  Creek  where  he  died  and  was  buried  in  1677.  The  Wake¬ 
field  National  Memorial  Association  Inc.,  has  erected  a  handsome  monument  there  in  his 
memory. 

When  Richard  Hill  received  the  patent  of  September  4,  1661,  he  had  it  recorded  in 
the  county  of  Westmoreland,  viz: 

[Westmoreland  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Montross,  Va.  Liber  ‘‘Deeds  8c  Wills  No. 
1,”  pages  263-264]: 

‘‘hill,  richard  )  To  all  ec  Whereas  ec  Now  Know  Ye  that  I  the  said  Francis  Mor- 
pattent  )  rison  Esqr.  doe  with  the  consent  of  the  Council  of  state  accord¬ 
ingly  give  and  grant  unto  richard  hill  six  hundred  and  sixty  three  and  a  half 
Acres  and  thirty  two  perches  of  land  situate  on  the  southside  of  Potomack  river, 
500  Acres  part  thereof  Beginning  at  a  marked  red  oak  standing  on  fishing  Creek 
[This  is  Pope’s  Creek.]  side  adjoining  to  the  land  of  Henry  Brooks  and  extending 
itself  west  northwest  a  mile  to  a  marked  dogwood  *  thence  south  southeast  320 
perches  to  the  creeke  side  and  lastly  northeast  on  the  creek  side  to  the  place  first 
mentioned,  being  a  Quadrangle  containing  500  acres,  300  acres  thereof  being 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Hill  and  one  Griffin  and  6314  acres  32  perches 
more  thereof  beginning  at  the  creeke  side  aforesaid  on  the  upper  side  of  the 
aforesaid  500  acres  and  extending  itself  west  northwest  parralel  to  the  same  100 
perches  to  a  marked  pohiccory  thence  southwest  140  to  a  marked  locust  by  the 
side  of  a  small  run  nigh  the  head  of  the  aforesaid  creeke  and  further  S.S.E.  40 
perches  to  another  run  of  the  same  creeke  and  lastly  northeast  easterly  on  the 
creeke  side  198  perches,  to  the  place  where  it  began,  and  100  Acres  the  residue 
situated  on  the  back  of  the  aforesaid  land,  beginning  at  a  marked  white  oak 
standing  on  the  backline  of  the  said  land  and  extending  west  by  north  240  poles 
to  another  white  oak,  then  S.SAV.  67  poles  to  a  black  oak  then  E.  by  south  parralel 
to  the  first  course,  finally  N.N.E.  down  the  aforesaid  back  line  to  the  first  station 


A  part  of  the  Wakefield  estate  is  still  called  “Digwood”. 
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the  said  land  f  being  due  unto  the  said  Richard  Hill  by  and  for  the  transportation 
of  two  persons  into  this  Colony  whose  names  are  in  the  records  mentioned  under 
the  pattent. 

TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  e.c 

Given  at  James  Citty  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Colony  this  4th  day 
of  September  1661,  and  in  the  13th  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  King 
Charles  the  second  8cc. 

FRANCIS  MORRISON 
HENRY  RANDOLPH 

2nd  May  1665.  This  Pattent  was  recorded 

Teste  thos.  ludwell” 


Richard  Hill  thus  had  continued  his  transportation  of  persons  into  Virginia.  Whether 
he  made  more  voyages  as  far  away  from  coastal  waters  as  the  West  Indies,  is  not  yet  known, 
as  the  records  of  the  West  Indies  have  not  been  examined.  It  is  clear  enough  that  he  was  not 
a  farmer  in  any  more  degree  than  for  his  own  necessities.  He  may  have  raised  some  tobacco, 
as  tobacco  then  was  legal  currency  as  money.  He  did  have  a  tobacco  house;  perhaps  as  a  ware¬ 
house  for  cured  tobacco  for  sale.  Primarily,  he  was  a  builder  of  houses,  in  which  he  may 
have  seated  some  of  the  emigrants  he  brought  into  Virginia,  or  built  houses  for  others  in 
Westmoreland  County;  and  he  certainly  was  a  trader  and  speculator  in  land.  Nine  months 
after  he  received  his  patent  of  4  Sept.,  1661,  for  the  lands  between  Pope’s  and  Appomattox 
Creeks,  and  the  smaller  tract  sold  to  Griffin  and  supposed  to  have  been  at  Nomini,  he  sold 
more  of  that  land  he  owned  between  Pope’s  Creek  and  Mattox  Creek  in  the  then  properly- 
designated  parish  of  Appomattox  (later  renamed  Washington  Parish) ,  as  being  the  upper 
of  the  three  parishes  of  Westmoreland  County;  the  lower  parish  was  Cople  Parish;  the  central 
parish  became  named  Westbury.  The  following  deed  indicates  that  the  63 1/^  acres  were  not 
at  Nomini  Bay,  if  they  were  the  same  63 1/^  acres  that  Richard  Hill  reserved  to  himself  out 
of  300  acres  when  he  previously  sold  250  acres  to  Richard  Griffin,  as  Fishing  Creek  (now 
Pope’s  Creek)  and  Nomini  River  were  miles  apart,  and  the  following  deed  specifies  its 
6314  acres  as  adjoining  land  of  the  said  Richard  Griffin. 


[Westmoreland  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Montrose  Va.,  Liber  “Deeds  &  Wills  No.  1.” 
pages  171-172]:  abstract: 


“hill  and  wife  1  We  Richard  Hill  of  the  County  of  Westmoreland  in  Virginia, 
to  V  Carpenter,  and  Mary  wife  of  the  said  Richard,  sell  to  John  Fissell 

FissF.LL  J  of  the  county  aforesaid  6314  and  32  perches  of  land  in  the  county 

aforesaid  “beginning  at  a  marked  red  Oak  nigh  the  head  of  a  creeke  called  fishing 
creeke* *  and  extending  itself  north  west  up  the  line  of  another  parcel  of  land 
belonging  to  Richard  Griffin  one  hundred  perches  to  a  marked  pohiccory  thence 
southwest  140  perches  to  a  marked  Locust  by  the  side  of  a  small  run  nigh  the  head 
of  the  aforesaid  creeke  and  further  south  southeast  40  perches  to  another  run  of 
the  said  creeke  and  lastly  northeast  by  east  easterly  By  the  creek  side  198  perches 
to  the  place  where  it  began  the  said  land  being  part  of  a  dividend  of  land  to  me 
granted  by  the  honble  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia  by  pattent  for  six 


f  Meaning  this  100-acre  part  only  for  the  two  headrights,  the  names  of  which  headrights  do  not  seem  to  he  recorded 
now. 

*  “Fishing  Creek”  was  the  name  applied  to  the  present  Pope’s  Creek  before  it  was  renamed  Pope’s  Creek.  The  land 
became  included  in  the  Wakefield  estate  of  Augustine  Washington  later. 
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hundred  and  sixty  three  acres  and  an  hall”,  [etc.]  “In  Witness  [etc.]  we  have  here¬ 
unto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this  20th  of  May  1662”  [etc]. 

In  the  presence  of  us 

“JOHN  LORD  “RICHARD  HILL  (Seal) 

Wnl.  HORTON”  MARY  HILL”  (Seal) 


HILL 

TO 

LORD 


Mary  Hill  the  wife  of  Richard  Hill  doe  hereby  impower  Mr.  John  Lord 
as  my  lawfull  attorney  to  acknowledge  my  free  consent  in  court  to  the 
sale  of  one  parcel  of  land  sold  by  my  husband  unto  John  Fissell.  Witness 


my  hand  this  18th  of  August  1662. 
Teste 


MARY  HILL 


WILLIAM  HORTON 


The  above-mentioned  John  “Fissell”  (whose  name  was  Frissel)  on  February  9,  1663, 
had  patented  to  himself  10414  acres  of  land  etc.,  in  Westmoreland  County,  63 1/^  acres  of  it 
being  those  he  had  bought  on  May  20,  1662,  of  Richard  Hill  and  wife  Mary.  This  patent 
describes  the  6314  acres  as  “beginning  nigh  the  head  of  Fishing  Creek,  extending  North 
West  along  land  of  Richard  Griffin;  and  41  acres  bounded  south  with  his  own  land;  part  of 
663  acres  granted  to  Richard  Hill,  4  September,  1661,  and  by  him  sold  to  Frissell,  and  41 
acres  due  for  transportation  of  Wm.  Mallard.”  [Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent 
Book  No.  5,  page  276  (225)]. 

'We  may  note,  further,  a  reference  to  our  Richard  Hill  in  the  patent  granted  on  23rd  of 
March,  1664,  to  Major  John  Washington,  of  Westmoreland  County,  the  emigrant  from 
England,  and  great-grandfather  of  President  George  Washington,  who  was  born  at  Burnt 
House  Point  on  the  shore  of  Pope’s  Creek,  a  short  distance  north  of  that  part  of  Richard 
Hill’s  land  (adjoining  the  southern  line  of  the  patent  of  Henry  Brookes)  which  ran  southward 
from  Burnt  House  Point  along  the  western  shore  of  Pope’s  Creek  for  a  half-mile  or  more, 
and  westward  from  that  creek  for  a  mile.  This  included  a  great  section  of  the  general  estate 
of  Wakefield.  It  included  the  site  of  “Blenheim”  brick  house,  a  part  of  which  is  still  standing, 
and  in  which  “Blenheim”  house,  William  Augustine  Washington  lived  for  a  time,  after  his 
home,  on  Burnt  House  Point  —  the  veritable  birth-house  of  George  Washington  —  burned 
on  Christmas  Day,  1780.  George  Washington’s  grandfather,  Capt.  Lawrence  Washington,  in 
his  will  of  March  1 1,  1697-8,  wrote:  “I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Augustin  Washington 

all  the  dividend  of  land .  that  was  Mr.  Richard  Hill’s.”  [The  Washington  Ancestry, 

C.  A.  Hoppin;  I  —  240.]  Richard  Hill’s  land  came  down  in  the  Washington  family  and  was 
sold  by  George  Corbin  Washington,  great-grandson  of  Augustine  Washington,  Senior,  in 
1813  to  one  John  Gray,  who  passed  it  on  to  Daniel  Payne  and  another,  and  it  was  purchased 
in  1846,  along  with  Burnt  House  Point,  by  John  E.  Wilson  who  married  Bettie  Washington. 
Their  heirs,  who  still  reside  thereon,  sold  nearly  400  acres  of  the  Wakefield  estate  to  the 
Wakefield  National  Memorial  Association,  Inc.  Towards  this  purchase,  and  for  the  rebuild¬ 
ing  of  the  birth-house  of  George  Washington,  the  compiler  aided  very  materially  by  her 
gift,  for  those  purposes,  of  several  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  also  serving  as  Vice-Regent 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  of  the  Wakefield  National  Memorial  Association,  Inc.  A  brief 
abstract  of  the  above-mentioned  patent  to  Major  John  Washington  reads: 

“Major  John  Washington,  320  acres,  Westmoreland  County,  23  March  1664, 
upon  the  South  East  side  of  Hollis  Creek,  beginning  at  an  Oyster  shell  poynt. 
North  East  by  North  upon  Potomack  River,  North  West  by  West  upon  a  creek 
dividing  this  from  land  in  possession  of  Mr.  Daniell  Lisson,  South  East  by  East 
upon  a  gut  dividing  this  land  from  land  in  possession  of  Wicklow  Brookes  R:c.,  along 
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Richard  Hill’s  lyne  228  perches  till  it  falls  on  line  of  Mr.  Daniell  Lisson  8cc.,  125 
acres  granted  to  Henry  Brook  14  Oct.,  1657,  by  him  assigned  to  Richard  Cole  who 
sold  to  Davy  Anderson  8c  by  him  assigned  to  said  Washington,  and  195  acres  for  the 
transportation  of  4  persons  [namely]:  Ambrose  Couch,  Robt.  Alexander,  Jno. 
Alexander,  Sam11  Short.”  —  [Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book 
No.  5,  page  161  (38)]. 

By  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  map  of  Maryland-Virginia,  “Montross  Sector”*,  it  may 
be  seen  that  Hollis  Creek  runs  out  from  Mattox  Creek  or  Harbor,  and  that  some  of  the 
land  mentioned  includes  the  house-site  of  Col.  John  Washington  near  Bridges  Creek,  and 
includes  the  burial  ground  (now  restored)  wherein  the  Washingtons  were  interred  near  that 
house-site;  also  that  the  land  of  Colonel  John  Washington  joined  that  of  Richard  Hill  lor  a 
long  distance  in  a  southeast  or  southerly  direction.  This  land  has  been  surveyed  within  a 
few  years.  It  is  intersected  by  the  new  government  road  built  from  the  old  King’s  Highway 
to  the  restored  birth-house.  The  Liston  land,  which  lay  west  of  Bridges  Creek,  was  bought 
by  Col.  John  Washington’s  son,  Major  Lawrence  Washington;  later  it  was  owned  by  George 
Washington’s  father.  The  Washingtons  had  trouble  with  some  of  their  neighbors  over  their 
land  bounds,  but  not  with  Richard  Hill.  Hill’s  land  seems  to  have  extended  southerly 
beyond  the  head  of  Pope’s  Creek,  towards  where  his  neighbor,  Col.  John  Washington,  built 
a  grist  mill  on  upper  Pope’s  Creek.  There  were  seven  old  houses  on  the  whole  Wakefield 
estate.  The  third  oldest  residence  was  that  of  Richard  Hill.  It  may  have  been  located  near 
the  southern  end  of  the  navigable  part  of  Pope’s  Creek  (originally  called  Fishing  Creek  and 
is  named  in  various  deeds  to  land  on  its  borders),  later  called  Cedar  Island  Creek,  and 
afterwards  Pope’s  Creek.  The  Richard  Hill  house  may  have  been  close  to  the  upper  end 
of  Pope’s  Creek,  and  near  to  the  present  residence  of  the  Latane  family,  heirs  of  John  E. 
Wilson,  and  a  considerable  distance  south  of  the  birth-house  of  George  Washington. 

There  are  still  to  be  seen  near  the  head  of  the  creek,  and  between  it  and  the  King’s 
Highway,  remains  of  an  old  cellar.  When  a  house  last  was  standing  thereon  and  by  whom 
occupied  has  long  been  unknown.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  that,  unless  Pope’s  Creek 
(which  is  really  a  lake,  3^th’s  of  a  mile  wide  by  about  il/2  miles  long)  was  not  so  nearly  closed 
up  with  silt  at  its  mouth  when  Richard  Hill  owned  so  much  land  along  the  lake,  as  it  is  now, 
he  could  have  brought  a  small  sailing  vessel  into  the  lake  from  the  Potomac  River  through 
the  short  but  narrow  channel  where  the  creek  opens  into  the  Potomac.  But  if  the  entrance 
then  was  as  inadequate  as  it  is  now,  his  ‘‘tobacco  house”  may  have  been  near  the  western  end 
of  his  land,  not  far  from  Mattox  Harbor,  where  his  vessel  and  all  substantial  sailing  craft 
would  have  been  in  deep  inland  water. 

The  water  front  of  Wakefield  is  one  of  the  most  charming  sites  for  a  home  in  lowland 
Virginia.  The  sites  on  Burnt  Llouse  Point  are  superior  in  beauty  to  anything  on  the  entire 
Potomac  River.  Tens  of  thousands  of  visitors  go  there  now  yearly.  There  is  a  charming  old 
log-house  tavern  on  the  old  Duck  Hall  site,  near  the  restored  birth-house  of  George  Wash¬ 
ington,  with  a  good  restaurant  and  several  neat  bedrooms  with  bath  —  the  best  tavern  in 
the  entire  county,  and  unlicensed,  owned  and  managed  by  the  Wakefield  National  Memorial 
Association,  Inc. 

Before  referring  further  to  the  operations  of  Richard  Hill,  Senior,  otherwise  recorded 
in  Westmoreland  records  as  “Captain”  and  “Mr.”,  we  should  cite  some  of  the  court  records 
of  Westmoreland  of  his  several  appearances  in  that  court  as  both  plaintiff  and  defendant. 
Each  record  illuminates  itself.  In  the  first  case  he  sued,  successfully,  the  David  Anderson  who 
soon  afterward  sold  his  house  and  land  around  Bridges’  Creek  to  Col.  John  Washington. 


•  Obtainable  for  a  few  nickels  from  the  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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[Westmoreland  County  Clerk’s  Office,  Montross,  Va.;  Liber,  “Order  Book  1662- 
1664 ”]: 

[page  21] 

richard  hill  1  To  Ye.  Wopp11  ye.  Justices  of  Peace  for  ye.  County  of  WestmL- 
ag£  land.  The  humble  peticon  of  Richard  Hill  sheweth  That  David 

david  anderson  Anderson  doth  deteine  a  Steere  of  yor.  peticoners  owne  marke 
&:  will  not  suffer  him  to  kill  his  owne  beast  but  kept  him  in  his  field  &  threateneth 
to  kill  your  peticoner  if  he  kill  ye.  said  Steere  by  reason  whereof  your  peticoner  is 
destitute  of  provisions  for  his  house.  Your  peticoner  humbly  praies  that  he  may 
have  an  Order  of  this  Court  against  ye.  said  Anderson  for  his  said  Steere  &  that 
he  may  make  good  his  Damages  for  want  of  him  in  killing  time  that  he  may  pay  ye. 
Charges  of  Court.  And  he  shall  pray  ec. 


THE  VERDICT  OF  )  ...  r  ,  ,  .  , 

yC  l  Wee  find  ye.  Steere  to  belong  to  ye.  pltiff  owner  of  yc  marke 


JURY  $ 

John  Stone 
Wm.  Northall 
Daniel  White 
Richard  Searle 


Wm.  Rush 
John  Hudson 
Joseph  Edmunds 
John  Giles 


Phill°.  Carpenter 
Wm.  Craduncke 
John  Lancelott 
Wm.  Baker 


The  Court  doth  ordr.  that  ye.  Verdict  of  ye.  Jury  above  written  shalbe  entred 
for  a  Judgmk  &  that  ye.  said  Anderson  shall  forthwith  deliver  ye.  said  Steere  unto 
ye.  said  Hill  &  that  ye.  said  Anderson  shall  pay  yc.  Charges  of  Court,  els  execucon.” 


[Westmoreland  County  Clerk’s  Office,  Montross,  Va.;  Liber,  “Order  Book  1662- 
1664 ”]: 

[pages  18  and  20]: 

“At  a  Court  held  for  ye.  County  of  Westmr.land  ye.  24th  day  of  ffeb:  1663. 


Lieuk  Colo  John  Dodman 
Maior  John  Washington 
Capk  George  Mason 


Mr.  John  Lord 
-  Mr.  Daniel  Hutt 
Mr.  Robert  Williams 


-  Justices 


4 


[page  20]: 

“john  FFRisELL  J  Whereas  John  ffrisell  was  subpenaed  to  this  Court  as  a  witnes  on 
agk  l  behalfe  of  Richard  Hills  in  a  suite  ag£.  David  Anderson.  The 

rich:  hills  Court  doth  Ordr.  that  ye.  said  Hills  shall  forthwith  pay  unto  ye. 
said  ffrisell  for  two  daies  attendance  on  &  three  daies  comeing  to  R:  goeing  from 
ye  Court  according  to  Act  of  Assembly  with  Charges  of  Court  els  execucon.’’ 


THO.  PRICHETT 
agt. 

rich:  hills 


Whereas  Tho  Prichett  was  subpenaed  to  this  Court  as  a  witnes 
on  behalfe  of  Richard  Hills  in  a  suite  depending  betweene  him 
&  David  Anderson.  This  Court  doth  Ordr.  that  ye.  said  Hills 
shall  forthwith  pay  unto  ye.  sd.  Prichett  for  two  daies  attendance  on  &:  three  daies 
comeing  to  &  goeing  from  ye.  Court  according  to  Act  of  Assembly  with  Charges 
of  Court  els  execucon.” 


[Ibid,  page  20]: 

“ELLEN  LAURENCE 

agh 

RICHARD  HILLS 


Whereas  Ellen  Laurence  was  subpenaed  to  this  Court  as  a 
-  wittnes  on  ye.  behalfe  of  Richard  Hills  in  a  suite  depending 
betweene  him  &  David  Anderson.  The  Court  doth  Ordr.  that 
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-  ■  • 


Mtaqifm  «sw  i.ma  .^wiw 


A!  lift  o*iam.  ui 


HILL 


129 


ye.  sd.  Hills  shall  forthwith  pay  unto  ye.  said  Laurence  for  two  daies  attendance 
on  &  three  daies  comeing  to  8c  goeing  from  ye.  Court  according  to  Act  of  Assembly 
with  Charges  of  Court  else  execucon.” 


"thom  standford  “t  Whereas  Thomas  Standford  was  subpenaed  to  this  Court 
agk  i  as  a  wittnes  on  ye.  behalfe  of  Richard  Hills  in  a  suite  depend- 

rich:  hills  J  ing  betweene  him  8c  David  Anderson.  The  Court  doth  Ordr. 

that  ye.  said  Hills  shall  forthwith  pay  unto  ye.  said  Standford  for  two  dies  attend¬ 
ance  on  8c  three  daies  comeing  to  8c  goeing  from  ye.  Court  according  to  Act  of 
Assembly  with  Charges  of  Court  els  execucon.” 


Present 


[Ibid,  page  41]: 

“At  Court  held  for  ye.  County  of  Westmr.  land  ye.  30th  day  of  Novem:  1664 


Mr.  Nicholas  Spencer  1  Cap1.  John  Ashton 
Cap1.  John  Lord  l  Mr.  ffrancis  Clay 
Mr.  Daniel  Hutt  J  Mr.  John  Whiston 


Justices” 


Whereas  Marmaduke  Barton  hath  arrested  Richard  Hill  to 
this  Court  8c  hath  entred  no  peticon  agk  him  according  to 
law,  The  Court  doth  Ordr.  that  ye.  said  Barton  shalbe  non¬ 
suited  8c  forthwith  pay  unto  ye.  said  Hill  50I  Tobco  for  a  nonsuite  with  Charges  of 
Court  els  execucon.” 


RICHARD  HILL 
agt. 

MARMADUKE  BARTON 


The  sales  of  Westmoreland  land  by  Richard  Hill  (Senior)  and  his  wife  Mary  show  that 
by  1663,  at  the  latest,  they  had  set  their  minds  upon  removing  permanently  to  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Virginia,  where  their  Drake  kin  and  others  lived  on  land  joining  Richard  Hill’s 
land.  Before  they  sold  the  last  of  their  land  and  housing  etc.,  in  the  Pope’s  Creek  —  Bridges’ 
Creek  region,  Richard  had  accumulated  nineteen  more  headrights  in  addition  to  one  more 
which  he  at  the  same  time  claimed  on  John  Ayres.  Preparatory  to  returning  to  the  Eastern 
Shore,  Richard  Hill,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1662,  began  to  “cash  in”  on  the  twenty  head- 
for  1000  acres  of  land  and  obtained  the  following  certificate  therefor: 


[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville;  Order  Book  VIII,  folio 
142]: 

“At  a  Court  holden  for  Northampton  County  ye.  29th  October  1662. 

Psent 

Coll.  Edm  Scarburgh  Capk  Wm.:  Jones 

Mr.  Jn°.:  Custis  Capk  Wm.:  Andrews 


Certificate  granted  to  Richard  Hill  Senior  for  one  Thousand  acres  of  Land  due 
by  Rights  under  written  Viz: 


John  Ayres 
Hugh  Tirpin 
Geo:  Quine 
Hen:  Dunsten 
Thomas  Lilly 


John  Charles 
Geo:  Midleton 
Nora  Monegan 
Mary  Hatchworth 
Edm:  Tounshed 


William  Browne 
Robert  Davis 
Ralph  Ratsell 
Joane  Evans 
Leonard  George 
Teste 


John  Daniell 
Isaac  Dicks 
Jno:  Sanders 
Mary  Bacon 
Oliver  Herbert.” 
Cl.  Cur. 


ROBk  HUTCHINSON 


A  COPY:  - 

Teste:  geo.  t.  tyson.  Clerk. 

By  Virginia  Williams  D’y.  Clerk. 
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The  certificate  was  issued  by  the  court  in  order  that  Richard  Hill  Sr.,  could  proceed  to 
secure  from  the  Governor  General  and  Council  of  State  of  Virginia  the  following  patent 
for  the  land: 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  5,  page  273  (221)]  abstract: 

“Richard  Hill,  Senior,  1000  acres,  Accomack  County,  at  Hunting  Creek,  23 
February  1663.  Bounded  North  on  North  by  said  Creek,  running  down  the  same 
and  Southerly  towards  Deep  Creek,  for  the  transportation  into  this  Colony  of 
20  persons  viz:  Jno.  Ayres,  Hugh  Turpin,  George  Quier,  Henry  Dunster,  Thomas 

Lilly,  Jno  ( . ),  Charles  Middleton,  Nora  Morgan,  Mary  Hatchworth, 

Edmund  Townshed,  William  Browne,  Robert  Davis,  Ralph  Ratsell,  Joane 
Evans,  Leonard  George,  Jno.  Daniel,  Isaac  Dickes,  John  Sanders,  Mary  Bacon, 
Oliver  Herbert.” 

On  page  98,  Volume  1,  of  Accomack  County  records  “Capt.  Richard  Hill  calls  a  part 
of  his  land  on  Hunting  Creek  as  on  “Drake’s  Neck”.  Richard  Hill’s  son,  Richard  Hill,  Junior, 
had  become  of  legal  age  to  hold  land  (16  years)  by  (if  not  sometime  before)  that  same  23rd 
of  February,  1663,  for  on  that  day,  Richard  Hill,  Junior,  was  allowed  by  his  father  to  turn 
in  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia  four  headrights  and  to  receive  for  them  land  in 
Accomack  County,  viz: 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  5,  page  350  (366)]:  abstract: 

“Richard  Hill,  200  acres,  Accomack  County,  23  February  1663.  In  the  woods 
neere  the  head  of  Occahannock  Creek  and  adjoining  a  great  swamp  separating 
this  from  land  of  William  Taylor,  for  the  transportation  of  four  persons  into  this 
Colony:  George  Glascocke,  Thomas  Cambell,  Jno.  Stenninns,  Andrew  Reynolds.” 

Further  advancing  the  welfare  and  prospects  of  his  son,  Richard  Hill,  Junior,  Richard 
Hill,  Senior,  agreed  that  his  son  should  claim  still  further  land  on  nine  more  headrights;  this 
the  son  did  six  months  after  his  first  claim  of  200  acres  on  the  23rd  of  February  16G3.  Belief 
that  the  young  Richard  had  carried  on  some  navigating  and  trading  on  the  water  with  his 
father,  if  not,  at  some  time  independently  in  a  vessel  of  his  own,  finds  a  ready  basis  in  these 
land  records  originating  from  the  transportation  into  Virginia  of  persons  to  settle  there.  A 
patent  for  those  200  acres,  and  for  450  acres  additional  was  granted  in  the  name  of  this  son  viz: 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  5,  page  374  (413)]:  abstract: 

“Richard  Hill,  Junior,  650  acres,  Accomack  County,  2  September  1664;  near 
head  of  Occahannock  Creek,  bounded  on  West  by  land  of  Alphonso  Ball  and 
James  Cray;  Easterly  by  part  of  a  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  and  part  by  land  of  William 
Taylor  and  Bartholomew  Meares;  200  acres  granted  said  Hill  23  Feb.  1G63,  and 
450  acres  lor  transportation  into  this  Colony  of  nine  persons:  Charles  Bauldin, 
William  Okely,  Richard  Fowler,  Richard  Walker,  Andrew  Clarke,  Richard  Taylor, 
John  Baugh,  Jane  Hawly,  Francis  Penestore  (?).” 

This  certificate  issued  to  Richard  Hill,  Junior,  for  450  acres  of  the  above  650  acres 
shortly  preceding  the  grant  of  the  same  by  the  Land  Office  gives  the  names  of  the  persons, 
from  whom  headrights  were  claimed,  slightly  changed  in  spelling,  viz: 

“Charles  Baldwin,  William  Oakly,  Richard  Fowler,  Richard  Walker,  Andrew 
Clark,  James  Hawley,  Richard  Taylor,  John  Baugh,  Francis  Penistone.”  [ Acco¬ 
mack  County  Deeds  &  Wills  i66yi666,  page  80]. 
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We  consider  the  names  in  this  certificate  as  more  accurate  than  as  written  by  the  clerks 
in  the  ancient  Land  Office. 

It  is  obvious,  from  a  study  of  the  records,  that  Richard  Hill,  Senior,  had  his  son,  Richard, 
Junior,  go  on  ahead  to  the  Eastern  Shore,  albeit  that  the  father  had  also  become  titheable 
(taxable),  in  1663,  in  Accomack  County  and  is  so  of  record  as  a  titheable  and  as  having  several 
members  in  his  family  other  than  his  son  who,  in  16G3,  was  taxed  in  Accomack  County  for  two 
titheables,  which  latter  fact  suggests  that  Richard,  Junior,  was  then  either  married  or  had  a 
titheable  servant. 

It  was  during  a  part  of  the  time  when  Capt.  Richard  Hill  was  disposing  of  his  properties 
in  Westmoreland  County  that  he  arranged  to  give  his  wife  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  to  her  former 
home  in  London,  England.  This  long  journey  and  return  to  Virginia  seem  to  have  been 
accomplished  by  her  alone,  as  no  other  member  of  her  or  her  husband’s  family  is  named  in 
the  records  that  prove  her  journey.  Her  sister,  or  even  her  brother,  Robert  Drake,  Gent.,  may 
have  accompanied  her,  but  we  find  no  mention  of  them  in  the  brief  court  record.  Exactly 
when  she  sailed  from  Virginia  for  England  is  not  now  of  record,  nor  as  to  how  long  she 
remained  there.  She  was  back  in  Virginia  on  the  16th  of  February,  1663,  when,  in  her  behalf, 
her  husband,  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  brought  an  action  against  Capt.  Anthony  Fenn,  of  the  ship 
happy  adventure  to  compel  the  latter  to  release  and  deliver  certain  personal  property 
belonging  to  Mrs.  Mary  (Drake)  Hill,  who  had  received  the  same  in  England  as  the  gift  of 
an  intended  passenger  therefrom  to  Virginia  who  suddenly  decided  not  to  sail  for  Virginia 
after  having  placed  certain  goods  aboard  and  paid  for  a  passage  to  Virginia,  at  the  port  of 
Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight,  England.  Three  depositions  were  made  in  Virginia  by  three  other 
passengers  who  came  in  the  same  ship  to  America  from  Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight,  on  the  same 
voyage  as  did  Mrs.  Mary  (Drake)  Hill.  Capt.  Richard  Hill  used  these  depositions  in  his  action 
against  the  Master  of  the  happy  adventure.  Capt.  Hill’s  bill  of  complaint  was  presented 
to  the  Justices  of  the  Worshipful  Court  of  Accomack  County,  and  it  was  recorded  preceding 
the  three  depositions.  Capt.  Eenn  had  sailed  away  from  Accomack  County  before  the  sheriff 
thereof  could  serve  upon  him  the  writ  of  attachment;  but  the  case  proceeded  in  due  time: 

[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomack;  Deeds  &  Wills  i66yi666, 
folio  58] : 

Court  of  the  16th  of  February  1663  .  “Whereas  accon  was  entred 

against  Cap1.  Ant0:  ffenn  at  ye  Suit  of  Richard  Hill  and  by  ye  Sheriff  returned 
non  est  investus  [cannot  be  found].  Upon  ye  peticon  of  ye  said  Hill  Attachment  is 
granted  against  ye  Estate  of  ye  sd  Cap1,  ffenn  where  ye  Same  shall  be  found  in 
Accomack  County  for  yc  Some  of  Three  thousand  pds  of  tobacco  &  Cask,  wth:  Court 
charges  to  be  Responsable  untill  further  tryall.”  The  depositions  give  the  outlines 
of  the  case: 

“The  Deposition  of  Mary  Davis  aged  nineteene  yeares  or  their  about  Sworne 
k  examined  in  open  Court  ye  16th.  of  ffebruary  1G63.  Saith  That  Bridget  Neale 
goeing  a  shore  at  ye  lie  of  White,  goeing  over  ye  Shipps  side  gave  her  keyes  to  Mvs 
Mary  Hill  wth:  a  note  to  discharge  ye  Master  of  ye  Shipp  saying  that  if  shee  never 
came  againe  The  s(1  M,s  Hill  was  to  have  all  her  thinges,  saying  rather  then  ye 
Master  should  have  them  they  should  be  throwne  all  into  yc  sea.  Saying  Keepe  these 
things,  If  I  come  not  againe,  and  if  I  come  againe  I  come  to  you,  and  further  Saith 
not.  ye  m’ke  of  mary  m  davis.” 

“The  Deposition  of  John  Levicke  aged  thirty  six  yeares  or  their  about  Sworne 
k  examined  in  open  Court  ye  16th.  of  ffebruary  1663  Saith  That  a  passenger  named 
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Neale  on  her  departure  from  our  Shipp  happy  adventure  at  ye  lie  of  White”  etc. 
(The  deposition  gives  the  same  substance  as  that  of  Mary  Davis). 

‘‘The  Deposition  of  Elizabeth  Gillman  aged  about  nineteene  yeares  of  Age 
Sworne  8c  examined  in  open  Court  ye  16th:  of  ffebruary  1663”  adds  sufficient  data 
to  warrant  our  citation  of  it,  to  wit: 

‘‘Saith  That  when  wee  were  at  ye  Cowes,  their  one  Bridget  Neale  went  ashore 
and  delivered  her  keyes  unto  Goody  Hill,  and  also  her  Receipt  from  under  ye 
Master’s  hand  for  ye  payment  of  her  passage,  and  yc  fraight  of  her  goods,  and  ye 
said  Hill  did  Speake  unto  ye  said  Neale,  If  in  case  ye  Shipp  should  be  gon,  and 
should  leave  you,  what  should  be  done  wth:  yr.  goods,  have  yu.  any  ffrinds,  that  yu 
would  have  it  sent  to;  noe  she  replyed,  I  have  but  a  (father  in  Law,  and  bee  hath 
to  much  of  mine  allready,  and  before  ye  Master  shall  have  anything  I  desire  they 
may  be  throwne  overboard,  but  I  give  all  yk  I  have  unto  you,  and  further  saith  not. 

ye  m’ke  of  Elizabeth  e  gillman.” 

So  the  happy  adventure  sailed  from  Cowes  for  Virginia,  and  at  the  arrival  her  captain 
refused  to  deliver  the  goods  to  Mrs.  Hill,  hence  the  action  at  law.  But  Bridget  Neale  again 
changed  her  mind.  She  later  arrived  at  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  in  another  ship  under 
another  captain,  shortly  before  April  16,  1664,  about  four  months  after  she  had  refused  to 
sail  from  Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight,  England,  in  the  ship  happy  adventure  under  Capt.  Anthony 
Fenn,  by  whom  she  had  evidently  been  offended.  How  much  of  a  happy  adventure  her 
second  undertaking  to  leave  England  became  we  do  not  perceive,  but  she  certainly  did  have 
the  pleasure  of  receiving  back  from  Mrs.  Mary  (Drake)  Hill  her  goods  which,  after  this  lady 
had  previously  returned  to  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  from  her  visit  to  England,  Capt. 
Anthony  Fenn  evidently  had  claimed  and  seized,  despite  the  evidence  of  the  receipt  for  the 
passage-money  and  the  freightage  paid  by  Bridget  Neale.  This  written  receipt,  at  the  essential 
moment,  was  produced  by  Mrs.  Hill  in  court  in  Virginia  to  prove  that  Neale  owed  nothing 
to  Capt.  Fenn.  Richard  Hill,  before  the  unexpected  arrival  in  Virginia  of  Neale,  had  entered 
suit  against  Capt.  Fenn  for  the  release  to  him  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Drake)  Hill,  of  the  personal 
estate  of  Neale.  To  conclude  the  matter  equitably  to  the  Hills  and  to  Bridget  Neale,  the 
court  ordered  that  the  court  charges  due  from  the  plaintiff,  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  be  paid  by 
Bridget  Neale,  as  the  somewhat  amusing  incident  was  closed  by  the  following  order  of  Court 
of  April  16,  1664,  the  Justices  of  the  court  then  present  being  Capt.  George  Parker,  Major 
John  Tilney,  Mr.  John  West  and  Mr.  John  Wise: 

“Whereas  Richard  Hill  in  ffebruary  Court  last  past  did  obtaine  Order  for 
Attachment  against  ye  Estate  of  Capk  Ant0:  ffenn  concerning  an  Estate  in  his  hands 
Belonging  to  Bridget  Neale  wch:  was  given  by  ye  said  Neale  to  ye  Wife  of  ye  sd 
Richard  Hill,  provided  she  never  see  her  againe,  and  forasmuch  as  ye  sd  Bridget 
Neale  is  come  into  this  Country  a  servant,  The  Court  order  in  regard  to  ye  sd  Suit 
was  to  Secure  ye  goods  of  ye  sd  Neale,  That  ye  Estate  of  ye  sd  Bridget  make  Sattis- 
faccon  for  ye  Charges  in  ye  Suit.” 

There  is  no  record  of  the  pilgrimage  made  by  Mrs.  Mary  (Drake)  Hill,  to  England  in 
1663,  or  of  her  safe  return  to  Virginia,  other  than  as  contained  in  the  record  of  this  amusing 
incident.  When  she  had  returned  to  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  within  a  year  or  so,  it  had 
been  again  divided  into  two  counties.  In  the  northern  or  renewed  Accomack  County  she 
passed  the  remainder  of  her  long  life.  Thus  one  of  the  last  records  of  her  husband  in  the 
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Northampton  County  part  of  the  peninsula  is  that  recorded  on  folio  140  of  Northampton 
County  Order  Book  No.  8,  165J-1664,  viz: 

Court  of  August  29,  1662 . “Upon  ye  peticon  of  Richard  Hill  against 

John  Paramore,  Its  ordd  yl  ye  Order  granted  ye  Last  Court  be  confirmed  8c  Judgment 
to  be  entred  accordingly  for  his  pformance  wherein  if  he  faile  ye  Sherrjiff]  to  see 
P’formance.”  (by  John  Paramore  of  the  verdict  against  him). 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1665,  Richard  Hill,  Senior,  and  his  wife,  Mary,  were  present  in 
the  county  of  Westmoreland.  While  it  is  highly  probable  that  they  had  in  the  two  years 
previous  thereto  passed  some  time  in  Accomack  County,  apart  from  Mrs.  Hill’s  journey  to 
England  of  some  months’  duration,  their  deed  of  sale  of  the  last  of  their  real  estate  in  West¬ 
moreland  County  states  that  on  that  29th  of  May,  1665,  they  were  then  present  in  what  had 
been,  more  or  less,  until  then,  their  Westmoreland  home.  That  they  had  developed  a  home 
in  Accomack  County  before  then  is  certain. 

Here  is  the  record  of  their  final  leave-taking  of  their  beautiful  Pope’s  Creek  property. 
Thus  they  bade  adieu  to  their  nearest  (on  the  North)  and  land-abutting  neighbor,  Lawrence 
Abbington,  who  inherited,  through  his  wife,  Lydia  Brooks,  the  land  patented  by  her  then 
■  deceased  father,  Henry  Brookes,  which  land  Augustine  Washington  purchased  of  Joseph 
Abbington  in  1717  and  1718  and  thereon  built  the  brick  mansion  (1720-1725)  in  which  his 
son  George  was  born.  And,  no  doubt  these  Hills,  parted  with  mutual  regrets  from  their 
next-door  neighbor,  Col.  John  Washington,  who  had  in  the  year  before  settled  on  the  land 
around  Bridges’  Creek,  which  land  joined  Richard  Hill’s  land  on  Hill’s  northwestward  line 
for  the  length  of  several  hundred  poles. 


hill  &  WIFE 
TO 

PORTER 


[Westmoreland  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Montross,  Va.  Liber  Deeds  &  Wills  No.  i, 
page  264]: 

Know  all  men  by  these  Presents  that  we  Richard  Hill  and  Mary 
wife  of  the  said  Richard  doe  bargain  alien  and  sell  and  doe  hereby 
Alein  make  over  and  sell  unto  Robert  Porter  and  Peter  Cramer 
all  our  right  title  and  interest  of  in  or  unto  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  Acres  of 
land  whereon  we  now  live  lying  and  being  upon  Fishing  Creeke  betwixt  the  land 
of  Richard  Griffin  and  Lawrence  Abbington  with  all  woods,  underwoods,  houses, 
edifices,  orchards,  and  fences  thereunto  belonging  to  them  the  said  Robert  Porter 
and  Peter  Gramer  their  heirs  or  assigns  forever,  and  furthermore  we  the  said 
Richard  Hill  and  Mary  wife  of  the  said  Richard  doe  hereby  bind  ourselves  our 
heirs  Executors  or  Administrators  in  the  assumst  [sic.]  of  ten  thousand  pounds  of 
Tobacco  and  Cask  quietly  and  peaceably  to  give  and  lawfully  possess  the  said 
Peter  and  Robert  of  the  said  land  and  houseing  with  the  appurtenances  belonging 
to  the  said  land  at  or  upon  the  10th  of  November  next,  and  we  doe  hereby  bind 
ourselves  as  is  abovesaid  to  assign  over  as  is  abovesaid  unto  the  said  Robert  and 
Peter  a  patient  lor  the  said  land  and  to  Acknowledge  it  in  the  County  Court  of 
Westmoreland  which  shall  be  in  August  or  September  next. 

In  Confirmation  whereof  we  the  said  Richard  and  Mary  have  hereunto  set 
our  hands  and  seals  this  29th  of  May  1665. 

Teste 

WILLIAM  HORTON  )  RICHARD  HILL 

JOHN  BROWNE  )  MARY  HILL 

6th  September  1665.  This  sale  of  land  was  Acknowledged  in  Court  by  the 
said  Richard  Hill  and  Mary  his  wife  8c  then  recorded.’’ 
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The  land  patented  to  Richard  Hill,  on  a  part  of  which  he  had  lived,  comprised  a  large 
part  of  the  land  between  Pope’s  Creek  and  the  southern  part  of  Bridges’  Creek  which  later 
became  the  property  of  Augustine  Washington.  It  is  evident  that  Richard  Hill  sold  out  his 
lands  (now  called  Wakefield,  etc.)  and  removed  from  the  county  of  Westmoreland  finally 
no  later  than  late  in  1665.  No  estate  of  his  or  of  his  wife  ever  figured  in  the  Court  of  Probate 
proceedings  of  that  county.  That  when  he  last  took  up  land  and  settled  thereon  in  Accomack 
County,  he  took  with  him,  or  had  then  join  him,  John  Ayres,  is  scarcely  open  to  question. 
This  John  Ayres  was  then  Richard  Hill’s  son-in-law,  husband  of  Mary,  daughter  of  the 
Richard  and  Mary  Hill. 

The  distinction  between  Richard  Hill,  Senior  and  Junior,  is  clearly  seen  in  the  records 
of  poll  taxes;  the  father  having  in  his  household,  at -different  times,  four,  five,  six  and  seven 
adults,  whereas  his  son  Richard  had  but  one  and  two: 

“A  List  of  Tithables  in  Accomack  County  A.D.mi  1663  [etc] 

(Richard  Hill  6  Robert  Hill  4 
1  5  ^  (Richard  Hill  2  [Junior  ?] 

1664  Rich:  Hill  6 

1665  Richard  Hill  6:  Richard  Hill  Jr.  1  [himself] 

1666  Richard  Hill  1  [himself]:  Richard  Hill  7 
1G67  Rich:  Hill  1:  Cap1.  Hill  5 

1668  Rich:  Hill  juny  1:  Capk  Rich:  Hill  5 

1669  Richard  Hill  1:  Capb  Rich:  Hill  4:  Rob1.  Hill  2 

1670  Cap1.  Rich:  Hill  5:  Robert  Hill  2:  Rich:  Hill  1.” 

A  List  of  Tithables  in  the  Upper  part  of  Northampton  County,  Ann°  Dom: 

1671:  [Capt.  Richard  Hill’s  land  was  partly  in  this  county,  being  on  both  sides 
of  the  county  line], 

Mr  John  Wise  his  list:  Richard  Hill  5. 

[Titheables  for  1G72  and  1673  not  now  recorded], 

A  List  of  Tithables  in  Accomack  County  Anno  Dom:  1674: 

Cap t.  Southy  Littleton’s  List:  Richard  Hill  Junr.  3.  Capk  Rich:  Hill  4.  A 
List  of  Delinquents:  Capt.  Hill  1  Ind.[ian]  called  Dick  1. 

1675.  Cap1.  Southy  Littleton  his  List:  Rich:  Hill  Jun1  1. 

Cap*.  \ym  Custis  List:  Rich:  Hill  3.  [Probably  Richard  Hill,  Jr.] 

Cap1.  Rich:  Hill  his  List:  Cap1.  RiclH  Hill  7. 

1676.  Rich:  Hill  1. 

1677.  Capt.  Hill’s  List:  Richard  Hill  6. 

Capt.  Rd.  Scarburgh  [his  List]:  Richard  Hill  1. 

1678.  [Capt.  Richard  Hill  and  son  Richard  not  given  in  the  list  for  this  year]: 
1G79.  Capt.  Rich:  Hill  4.  Capt.  Hill:  [and]  Stringer  13  [Probably  13  em¬ 
ployees  for  a  special  project]. 

1680.  Richd.  Hill  5. 

1681.  Capt.  Hill  1. 

1682.  Capt.  Walop’s  List.  Richd.  Hill  2.  Capt.  Hill’s  List:  Richd.  Plill  3. 

1683.  Capt.  Hill’s  prcincts:  [No  Hills  named]. 

1684.  Mr  W elburne  arid  Cap1.  Wallop’s  Prcincts:  Richard  Hill  2.  Capt.  Hill 
prsincts: 

1685.  Capt.  Hill’s  prsct:  Capt.  Hill  3.  Nich:  Hill  1. 
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1686.  Capt.  Hill’s  prcincts:  Rich:  Hill  4. 

1687.  Capt.  Hill’s  pcincts:  Rich:  Hill  4.  Nich:  Hill  1. 

1688.  Capt.  Hill’s  Prcincts:  [No  Hill  mentioned]. 

1689.  Capt.  Wm  Custis  prcts:  Rich:  Hill  4.  Mr  Robijisons  prcts:  Nich:  Hill 
2.  Mr  Bally’s  prcincts:  Rich:  Hill  1. 

1690.  Mr.  J°:  Robinson  prcincts:  Rich:  Hill  4. 

1691.  Mr.  Robinson’s  prcts:  Capt.  Rich:  Hill  5. 

1692-1693.  Mr  Jo:  Robinson’s  prcts:  [No  Hill  mentioned]. 

1694.  Coll.  Custis  Tithbls:  Rich:  Hill  [Jr.]  1.  Nich:  Hill  2.  Mr  Bally’s 
prcincts:  Arth:  Hill  1.  [Capt.  Richard  Hill  died  this  year]. 

1695.  Mr.  Ed:  Custis  pTcincts:  Rich:  Hill  [Jr.]  1.  Mr.  Burton’s  prcincts: 
Nich:  Hill  2. 


With  regard  to  Richard  Hill,  Junior,  there  appear  several  other  records,  the  two  here 
following  indicating  that  he  was,  in  a  measure,  proceeding  in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored 
father: 

[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac;  Deeds  &  Wills  1663-1666, 
folio  80]: 

Court  of  the  17th  of  November,  1664 . “Certifficate  is  this  Day  granted 

unto  Richard  Hill  Junyor  for  foure  hundred  &  fifty  acres  of  Land  due  p  Rights 
under  written  viz1: 

Charles  Baldwin  Richard  Walker  John  Baugh 

William  Oakly  Andrew  Clark  James  Hawley 

Richard  ffowler  Richard  Taylor  ffrancis  Penistone.” 

[Ibid,  folio  86  dorso]  Court  of  the  16th  of  December,  1664 . “It’s  ordered 

yl  ye  Sherr  Leve  [levy]  ye  fines  imposed  by  Act  of  Assembly  on  ye  persons  delinquent 
in  providing  powder  Sc  shott.  But  if  any  person  shall  give  a  reasonable  accoh  to  ye 
Sher  yk  bee  shall  thinke  fitt  to  Reffer  them  to  ye  Co11  of  ye  Regiment  for  Sufficient 
proofe  of  their  allegacon”  (etc). 

Prsons  presented  by  ye  Grand  Jury  for  wanting  powder  &  shott  . 

Richard  Hill,  junior  —  1;  Mk  Jn°.  West  — 7;  Jn°.  Paramore  —  3.”,  (and  thirty- 
eight  others,  all  named). 


Richard  Hill,  Junior’s  mother  was  summoned  to  court  in  Accomack  County  to  testify  as 
to  what  was  said  in  her  presence,  about  certain  other  persons: 

[Deeds  ir  Wills  1663-1666,  folio  99]. 

Court  of  the  16th  of  September,  1665  .  “The  Deposition  of  Mary 

Hill  aged  fourty  yeares  Sworne  Sc  Examined  in  Open  Court  ye  16th  of  September 
1665”,  etc.  etc.  as  a  witness. 

“mary  hill’’ 


When  Richard  Hill  Sr.,  was  serving  as  foreman  of  the  Grand  Jury,  he  seems  to  have 
criticized  some  one  or  more  of  the  Justices,  probably  then  little  realizing  that  he,  later,  was 
to  be  made  a  Justice  himself: 
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[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac;  Deeds  &  Wills  1663-1666, 
folio  18]: 

“At  a  Court  held  at  Accomack  County  ye  17th:  of  July  by  his  Matis  Justices 
of  ye  Peace  for  ye  county  and  in  yc  15  yeare  of  ye  Raign  of  or  Souraign  Lord  Charles 
ye  2d;  by  ye  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  ffrance  &  Ireland  King  Defend1  of  ye 
ffaith,  And  in  ye  year  of  or  Lord  God  1 663 . 

It’s  Ordered  that  Richard  Hill,  be  put  out  of  his  office  as  foreman  of  ye  Grand 
Jury,  and  yl  Mr  Watson  be  apointed  in  his  Roome,  and  fforasmuch  as  ye  said 
Richard  Hill  hath  demeaned  himselfe  Insolently  to  ye  Court,  It’s  therefore  Ordered 
yc  he  be  fined  Three  hundred  pds  of  tobacco,  and  comitted  into  ye  Sherr’s  Custody 
untill  he  enter  bonds  wth:  Security  for  his  good  behavior,  and  pay  Court  charges.” 
(Evidently  Richard  Hill  was  a  gentleman  who  had  the  courage  of  his  opinions  and 
was  not  afraid  to  state  them  in  court). 

“It’s  ordered  yk  Richard  Hill  pay  ye  flees  for  his  arrest  at  ye  Suit  of  Cap1 
Parker”.  (This  refers  to  another  action  separate  from  the  foregoing  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing). 

[Ibid,  folio  22  dorso]  Court  of  the  17th  of  August,  1663 . “Upon  ye  Pe- 

ticon  of  Richard  Hill  to  be  Released  of  his  Bond  for  good  behaviour,  After  Proc¬ 
lamation,  three  times  in  open  Court,  and  noe  Objection  made,  It’s  ordered  that 
hee  be  acquitted  from  his  sd  Bond  hee  paying  Court  Charges.” 

[Accomack  County,  Deeds  &  Wills  1663-1666,  folio  48]: 

At  a  court  of  the  17th  of  December,  1663  .  “Mr  Richard  Hill”  was 

foreman  of  the  jury  that  rendered  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  “Cap1.  George  Parker 
against  Mr.  George  Hack  defk  concerning  hoggs.”  The  case  had  been  tried  at  the 
court  of  the  preceding  May;  from  the  decision  then  rendered  Mr.  Hack  appealed 
to  the  Honorable  Governor  Berkeley  and  the  Council  of  State,  which  ordered  the 
Accomack  Court  to  grant  a  “Rehereing”  of  the  suit;  the  rehearing  confirmed  the 
verdict  of  the  said  May  court. 

On  the  23rd  of  February  1663,  Governor  William  Berkeley,  Knt.,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Council  of  State,  signed  a  patent  of  land  to  James  Atkinson  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land 
“in  Accomack  County  at  Hunting  Creeke  next  above  yc  Land  of  William  Brown  bounded 
on  ye  Northern  parts  by  the  said  hunting  Creeke,  and  runing  Southerly  towards  ye  Deepe 
Creeke.”  [Accomack  County  Deeds  &  Wills  1663-1631,  folio  41  dorso].  About  three  years 
later,  James  Atkinson  assigned  the  same  patented  land  to  “Richard  Hill  Gent”  viz: 

[Accomack  County  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Va.,  Deeds  &  Wills  1663-1631,  page 
42]: 

“to  all  to  whome  these  prsents  shall  come  know  yee  that  I  James  Atkinson 
of  the  County  of  Accomack  in  Virginia  planter  for  &  in  Consideration  of  full  Recom- 
pence  &  Sattisfacon  to  my  Content  by  other  Lands  exchanged  8c  already  received 
Have  bargained  &  Sold  and  for  me  my  heires  &  execute  or  eittier  of  them  Doe  fully 
absolutely  &  assuredly  Bargain  sell  assigne  Convey  &  Deliver  unto  Richard  Hill  of 
ye  aforesd  County  Gent:  his  heires  Execute  Admi’strators  or  assignes.  All  my 
whole  right  title  8c  interest  to  ye  Lands  granted  unto  me  by  the  wthin  mentioned 
Patent,  wth  all  and  every  ye  profitts  appurtenances  Comoditys  &  Hereditamts: 
whatsoever  thereunto  belonging  &  appertaining,  And  doe  Warrant  the  said  sale  to 
ye  sd  Richard  Hill  his  heires  Executors  Adm’str’tors  or  assignes  forever,  against  ye 
Claime  or  Claimes  of  me  my  heires  Executors  Adm’strators  &  assignes  And  in  Con- 
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firmacon  of  this  my  reall  Act  &  Deed  I  have  hereunto  sett  my  hand  8c  seale  this 
16th  of  January  1666 

ye  m’ke  of 

james  m  Atkinson  ye  seale 

Signed  sealed  8c  Delivered  in 
ye  prsence  of  us  after  ye  in¬ 
terlining  of  ye  words  (for  ever) 
in  ye  teenth  line 
Geo:  Parker 
Nicolass  Bool 

ye  m’ke  of 
Ann  L  Atkinson 

The  above  written  acknowledged  in  open  Court  ye  16th:  of  January  1666  by 
James  Atkinson  as  his  Act  8c  Deed  to  Rich:  Hill. 

Test  ROBT.  HUTCHINSON  CL  CUR 
P  me  ROBT.  HUTCHINSON  CL  CUR 

Recorded  14th.  ffeb.  1666.” 

A  copy  — 

Teste:  Susie  T.  Grant,  Dy  for  John  D.  Grant ,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

Then  follows  the  formal  waiver  of  dower  rights  by  “Mary  Atkinson  ye  wife  of  James 
Atkinson  of  Accomack  County  in  Virginia”,  dated  the  16th  of  January  1666  —  [Accomack 
County  Deeds  &  Wills  i66j-i6ji,  folio  41  dorso].  The  James  Atkinson’s  patented  land,  thus 
acquired  by  Richard  Hill,  Gent.,  was  paid  for  by  the  latter’s  conveyance  to  the  same  James 
Atkinson,  on  the  same  16th  of  January,  166G,  of  three  hundred  acres  of  land  previously 
patented  to  the  said  Richard  Hill,  Gent.,  live  years  earlier  by  the  following  patent.  This 
exchange  of  lands  was  made  by  Richard  Hill  Gent.,  to  get  rid  of  his  lands  in  Northampton 
County;  perhaps,  because  he  was  one  of  the  supporters  of  the  movement  that  in  1663  had 
recreated  the  county  of  Accomack,  as  separate  from  Northampton  County,  and,  as  well, 
because  he  probably  entertained  in  his  own  mind,  at  least,  a  desire  to  become  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  renewed  Accomack  County;  hence  he,  we  may  imagine,  would,  of  course,  be 
inclined  to  sever  all  his  relations  with,  and  dispose  of  all  property  in  Northampton  County, 
and  to  receive,  instead,  land  in  the  new  county  of  Accomack  in  which  he  resided  after  the 
new  county  of  Accomack  was  set  off  from  Northampton  County  in  1GG3;  thus  saving  him 
paying  various  taxes,  etc.,  in  two  counties. 

[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac;  Deeds  fc  Wills,  i66j-i6ji, 
folio  42]: 

“to  all  to  whome  these  prsents  shall  come  I  ffrancis  Moryson  Esqr:  Govrnor 
and  Cap1:  Gen11  of  Virginia  send  greeting  in  our  Lord  God  Everlasting. 

whereas  8cc.  now  know  yee  that  I  ye  said  ffrancis  Moryson  Esqr  Doe  wth  ye 
Consent  of  ye  Councell  of  State  accordingly  give  8c  grant  unto  richard  hill  Three 
hundred  acres  of  Lands  in  Northampton  County  at  Corrattock  Creeke  beginning 
at  a  little  branch  parting  this  and  ye  Lands  of  Toby  Norton,  then  runing  downe 
Corrattuck  Creeke  150  pole  bounded  on  ye  Southerne  parte  wth  the  Maine  Creeke 
and  thence  extending  North  easterly  into  ye  woods,  The  said  Land  being  formerly 
granted  to  ye  said  Hill  by  8:  for  the  Transportacon  of  Six  persons  and  granted  him 
by  pattent  Dated  ye  10th  of  May  1652,  And  now  renewed  in  his  Malits:  name  by 
Order  of  the  Quarter  Court,  To  have  8:  to  hold  8:c. 
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Given  at  James  Citty  under  my  hand  8c  ye  Seale  of  ye  Colony  this  twentieth 
day  of  November  1661  And  in  ye  thirteenth  yeare  of  the  Reigne  of  or  Sovaigne 
Lord  King  Charles  the  Second 

FRANCIS  MORYSON 

tho:  ludwf.ll,  Secr.” 


Then  next  following  the  above  patent,  on  the  same  folio,  is  the  formal  assignment  of  the 
same  patented  three  hundred  acres  by  Richard  Hill,  Gent.,  to  James  Atkinson,  dated  the 
lGth  of  January,  lGGG,  signed  “richard  hill”,  witnessed  by  Geo:  Parker,  Nicholaes  Bool  and 
the  marke  of  Ann  Atkinson;  and  on  folio  45  following  in  Deeds  &  Wills  1664-1671 ,  the  waiver 
of  dower  rights  by  ‘‘Mary  Hill  ye  wife  of  Richard  Hill  of  Accomack  County  in  Virginia  Gent.” 
—  viz: 

[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac;  Deeds  &  Wills  1664-1671, 
Page  45]: 


‘‘To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  know  yee  that  I  Mary  ye.  wife  of 
Richard  Hill  of  Accomack  County  in  Virginia,  Gent,  doth  hereby  freely  &  volun¬ 
tarily  without  constraint  clearly  and  absolutely  Renounse  8c  Release  forever  8c 
Quit  claim  unto  James  Atkinson  of  the  above  County,  his  heirs  8c  Assigns  forever, 
all  and  all  Manner  of  Dower,  right,  title  8c  Interest  whatsoever  which  I  yc.  said 
Mary  Hill  now  hath,  may,  might,  should  or  of  Right  ought  to  have  on  &:  Claime 
of  or  into  any  part  or  parcell  of  ye.  land  which  in  this  patend  specified  which  my 
husband  hath  exchanged  and  made  sale  of  to  yc.  afsd  James  Atkinson.  In  witness 
of  yc.  truth  I  have  here  unto  sett  my  hand  8c  seal  this  Feby.  16,  16GG. 

mary  hill  (ye.  seal) 

Test 


SOUTHY  LI1TLETON 
OBEDIENCE  JOHNSON 


On  November  17,  1671,  Captain  Richard  Hill  received  the  following  certificate  from 
the  court  of  the  County  of  Accomack: 

‘‘Certificate  is  granted  Capk  Richd  Hill  for  one  hundred  Acres  of  Land  due 
for  the  Transportacon  of  Twoe  persons  into  this  Collony  whose  names  are  under 
written,  he  having  lawfully  proved  the  same:  Edward  Proverton,  Peter  Booten. 
17  Nov.  1671.”  [Accomack  County  Orders  167 1-1673,  page  24]. 

On  this  same  day  Captain  Richard  Hill’s  son-in-law,  John  Ayres,  received 
from  the  same  court  a  certificate  for  thirteen  headrights  for  land,  eight  of  which 
were  on  his  own  returns  from  voyages  away  from  Virginia. 


It  was  not  until  168G  that  the  upper  part  of  Northampton  County  was  restored  to 
Accomack  County  after  the  previous  division  of  1663.  Hence  actions  relating  to  that  northern 
section  were  tried  in  the  court  designated  as  the  ‘‘Court  of  the  Upper  Part  of  Northampton 
County”;  of  which  the  following  was  a  record  as  a  court  order: 

‘‘At  a  Court  Continued  the  7th  of  ffebruary  1672,  for  the  Upper  Part  of 
Northampton  County.”  [Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Orders  Wills  ire.  1671-1673 ]: 

“This  day  Caph  Rich:  Hill  8c  Mr.  Robk  Hutchinson  were  Sworne  to  an 
Inventory  formerly  taken  of  the  Estate  of  Cap1.  Robert  Pitt,  Deed,  by  virtue  of  an 
order  of  Accomacke  Court.  Itt  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  same  bee  put  upon 
Record.” 
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At  the  session  of  the  Court  of  Accomack  County  held  on  December  17,  1667,  the  name 
‘‘Capt.  Richard  Hill”  appears  as  a  Justice  of  this  Court,  among  the  names  of  the  other  Jus¬ 
tices  then  present  and  sitting.  [Court  Order  Book  1666-1676,  page  41].  He  was  appointed 
by  Virginia’s  most  noted  colonial  governor.  Sir  William  Berkeley,  Knt.  He  continued  to 
serve  as  a  Justice  through  various  sessions,  but  seems  to  have  temporarily  retired  from  the 
bench  some  time  later  on.  He  was  re-appointed,  however,  by  Covernor  Berkeley  and  the 
Council  of  State  of  Virginia,  viz:  ‘‘May  17,  1675.  This  day  Capt.  Richard  Hill  by  order  of 
the  honorable  Covernr.  was  admitted  and  sworn  Commissionr.  for  the  County  of  Accomack.” 
[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accoinac;  Wills,  Deeds  &  Orders ,  1673-1676. 
page  282].  The  commission  itself  was  a  written  document  setting  forth  in  detail  and  in  stately 
phraseology  all  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  gentleman  appointed  to  a  justiceship;  the  term 
‘‘Commissioner”  conveyed  the  same  authority  as  carried  by  the  title  “Justice”.  As  a  com¬ 
missioned  justice  Richard  Hill  was  empowered  to  sit  in  justice  and  render  verdicts  upon  all 
manner  of  court  procedures,  both  civil  and  criminal,  except  upon  cases  of  “life  and  limb”  — 
meaning  thereby  murder,  manslaughter  and  assault  with  intent  to  kill;  for  which  latter 
actions  a  special  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  was  required,  composed  of  justices  appointed  by 
the  Governor  and  Council  and  drawn  from  more  than  one  county  court.  Capt.  Richard  Hill’s 
written  form  of  appointment  was  a  document  to  be  retained  by  him  as  in  the  case  of  other 
justices  also  then  appointed.  He  was  at  liberty  to  have  the  commission  recorded  in  the  records 
of  the  county  court  of  Accomack,  as  was  usually  done.  The  original  paper  remained  in  the 
county  clerk’s  office  but  does  not  appear  to  have  “come  down”  to  the  present  time;  thousands 
of  original  filed  papers  of  ancient  date  have  been  allowed  by  their  official  custodians  to 
disappear  from  most  of  the  early  counties  of  Virginia.  The  exact  wording  of  the  commission 
of  a  Commissioner  and  Justice,  used  at  the  time  of  Richard  Hill’s  second  appointment,  is 
here  given  from  the  official  form  sent  out  from  England  for  use  in  Virginia,  as  it  illustrates 
the  character  and  importance  of  his  public  service  and  the  character  of  the  man  himself,  and 
of  the  eleven  other  commissioners  (justices)  appointed  at  the  same  time  including  Obedience 
Johnson: 

“charles  the  second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  king  of  England,  Scotland,  France 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  faith,  etc.,  to  richard  hill,  Obedience  Johnson  [and 
the  others  then  appointed],  Gentlemen,  greeting: 

know  yee,  that  wee  have  assigned  you,  and  every  one  of  you  jointly  and 
severally,  our  Justices  to  keep  our  peace  in  the  County  of  Accomack,  and  to  keep 
and  cause  to  be  kept  all  ordinances,  statutes  of  our  Kingdom  of  England  and  Lawes 
of  this  Our  Ancient  and  Great  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  made  for  the 
good  of  the  Peace  and  for  the  conservation  of  the  same,  &  for  the  Quiett  rule  and 
Government  of  the  People,  in  all  and  every  the  Articles  thereof  in  the  said  county 
accordinge  to  the  force,  forme  and  effect  of  the  same. 

And  to  chastise  and  punish  all  persons  offending  against  the  formes  of  those 
ordinances.  Statutes  of  Our  Kingdome  of  England  &  Lawes  of  this  our  Colony 
and  Dominion,  or  any  of  them  in  the  County  aforesaid;  to  cause  to  come  before 
you  or  any  of  you  all  those  persons  who  shall  threaten  any  of  Our  Leige  People, 
either  in  their  bodyes  or  burning  their  houses,  to  find  sufficient  security  for  the 
Peace  or  for  the  good  behavior  towards  Us  and  the  People.  And  if  they  shall  refuse 
to  find  such  security  then  to  cause  them  to  be  kept  safe  in  Prison  until  they  find 
such  security. 

wee  have  also  assigned  you,  or  any  four,  or  more  of  you  whereof  any  of  you 
richard  hill.  Obedience  Johnson,  [and  four  of  the  others],  shall  be  one  to  meet 
at  the  usuall  place  of  holding  Courts  in  the  County  aforesd.  at  certain  dayes  accord- 


♦ 

■ 

- 

. 


140 


HILL 


ing  to  Law,  to  heare  8c  Determine  all  Suits,  Controversies  and  Debates  between 
party  and  party,  doeing  therein  what  to  Justice  appertained!  according  to  the 
Lawes  of  Our  Kingdome  of  England  and  this  our  Ancient  and  great  Colony  and 
Dominion  of  Virginia,  with  power  likewise  to  you  and  every  of  you  to  take  Deposi¬ 
tions  and  Examinations  upon  oath  for  the  better  manifestation  of  the  truth  in  all 
such  matters  8c  causes  as  come  before  you,  and  to  keep  or  cause  to  be  kept  all  orders 
of  Court,  Orders  of  Councill,  and  Proclamations  Directed  to  you  or  comeing  to 
your  hands  from  us,  or  from  Our  Governour  or  Comander  in  chief  for  the  time 
being,  and  Our  Councill  of  State. 

And  to  punish  the  offenders  8c  breakers  of  the  same  according  to  the  Lawes 
of  Our  Kingdome  of  England  and  of  this  Our  Colony  &  Dominion.  And  further 
to  keep,  or  cause  the  Clerke  of  your  Court  to  keep.  Records  of  all  Judgments,  Rules 
&  Orders  Decided  and  agreed  upon  by  you,  or  any  of  four  or  more  of  you,  whereof 
any  of  you,  richard  hill,  Obedience  Johnson  [and  four  others]  shall  be  one.* 
And  further  wee  Comand  you  and  every  of  you  that  you  diligently  intend 
the  keeping  of  the  Peace,  Statutes  of  Our  Kingdom  of  England,  and  the  Lawes  of 
this  Our  Colony  8c  Dominion.  And  all  and  singular  other  the  Premises  wee  doe 
by  Virtue  of  these  presents  comand  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  County  of  Accomack,  that 
at  those  certain  dayes  and  places  which  the  law  doth  appoint,  that  he  cause  to 
come  before  you,  or  any  four  or  more  of  you,  whereof  any  of  you,  richard  hill. 
Obedience  Johnson  [and  four  others]  shall  be  one,  8c  soe  many  good  and  Lawfull 
men  of  his  Bayliwic  by  whom  the  matters  may  be  the  better  known  and  Enquired  of. 

witnesse  Our  Trusty  and  Welbeloved  Sir  William  Berkeley,  Knt.,  Our  Lieu¬ 
tenant  and  Governor  Gen11  of  This  Our  Colony  &:  Dominion  of  Virginia,  at  James 

Town,  under  the  Seale  of  Our  Colony,  the  . J  day  of  May  in  the  twenty 

seventh  yeare  of  Our  Reign,  Anno  qe.  Domini  1675. 

WILLIAM  BERKELEY. 

[Endorsed].  A  Commission  of 
the  Peace  for  Accomack  County.” 

The  justices  of  Accomack  County,  appointed  as  mentioned  in  addition  to  and  together 
with  Richard  Hill,  in  May,  1675,  appear  in  the  records  shortly  subsequent  thereto,  as  having 
been  Edmund  Bowman,  Robert  Hutchinson,  William  Whittington,  John  Wise,  Thomas 
Riding,  John  Wallop,  and  Obedience  Johnson.  As  Richard  Hill  had  served  a  previous 
appointment  as  a  justice  for  a  substantial  part  of  the  seven  years  between  his  first  appointment 
on  December  17,  1667,  and  the  date  of  his  second  commission  as  a  justice  in  May,  1675,  it  is 
highly  likely  that  he  became  in  May,  1675,  one  of  the  special  six,  out  of  the  whole  number 
of  twelve  justices,  who,  by  virtue  of  adequate  previous  service  and  ability  had  become  qualified 
to  be  honored  with  a  Dedimus  potestatem  for  Administering  the  “Oathes  8c  Test  etc.,”  to 
the  new  justices  first  appointed  in  1675.  This  extra  appointment  of  the  six  was  supplementary 
to  the  other  of  May,  1675;  it  gave  additional  authority  and  power  to  him  and  the  five  others 
named  in  the  dedimus.  Also  it  designated  their  being  first  named  in  the  court  records  of 
the  procedure  of  the  court  and  having  some  precedence  in  the  formal  assembly  of  the  court 
and  in  the  seating  on  the  bench,  if  they  so  desired.  We  do  not,  as  yet,  know  how  long,  if  at 
all,  Obedience  Johnson  had  served  prior  to  May,  1675.  He  was  a  Collector  of  Revenue  and 
a  military  Captain  in  1G99.  We  should,  in  view  of  the  foregoing,  perhaps  now  give  that  part 


*  Meaning:  Constitute  a  quorum. 

f  The  Commission  having  been  brought  into  the  court  of  Accomack  on  May  17,  1675,  by  Richard  Hill,  et  al.,  it  was 
granted  to  him  and  the  others  and  signed  by  William  Berkeley  between  then  and  May  1st  preceding. 
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of  the  dedimus  potestatem  essential  to  illustrate  the  nature  of  the  document  and  the  au¬ 
thority  thus  reposed  in  its  recipients  —  the  term  dedimus  potestatem  meaning  that  its  recip¬ 
ients  received  power  to  perform  certain  acts  for  the  Governor  which  the  Governor  would  do  if 
he  were  present  in  court: 

“charles  the  second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  king  of  England,  Scotland,  France 

and  Ireland,  defender  of  the  faith  etc.,  To  .  Richard  Hill  [and  the  five 

others]:  Greeting: 

know  yee,  that  Whereas  wee  have  constituted  and  appointed  you . 

Gentlemen,  Justices  of  the  peace  for  Accomack  County,  wee  Doe  therefore  au¬ 
thorise  and  appoint  that  the  Comission  being  read  as  usuall,  any  two  of  you . 

haveing  first  taken  the  Oathes  of  Allegiance  &  Supremacy  the  Test  together  with 

the  oath  of  duely  executing  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  which . any 

two  in  the  Comission  above  named  are  hereby  required  authorized  &  impowered 
to  give  &  to  administer  unto  you,  you  administer  unto  the  above  sd.  Justices  and 
every  of  them  in  the  Comission  above  named  the  Oathes  of  Allegiance  and 
Supremacy  and  the  Test,  together  with  the  Oath  of  Duly  Executing  the  Office  of 

Justice  of  the  Peace . of  the  performance  of  which  You  are  to  make  due 

return  to  our  Secretaries  Office  at  James  City  on  the . day  of  next  Generali 

Court. 

witnesse  Our  Trusty  and  welbeloved  Sir  William  Berkeley,  Our  Lieutenant 
and  Govern1-.  Gen11,  of  Our  Colony  &  Dominion  of  Virginia  at  James  Town,  under 

seale  of  Our  Colony  the . day  of  May,  in  the  27th  yeare  of  Our  Reign,  anno 

qe.  Dom.  1675. 

WILLIAM  BERKELEY 

[Endorsed]  A  Dedimus  for  Administering  the  Oathes  &  Test,  etc.  to  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  for  Accomack  County.” 

The  actual  individual  decree  of  the  re-appointment  of  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  as  com¬ 
missioned  justice  of  Accomack  County,  is  in  that  letter-order  written  by  Governor  Berkeley 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Accomack  County  viz: 

[Accomack  County,  Wills  Deeds  Orders  1673-1676,  page  270]: 

“By  the  Govern°r  &  Capt.  Gen11  of  Virginia:— 

I  doe  order  Capt.  Edmond  Scarburgh  and  Cap1.  Richard  Hill  to  be  added  to 
the  comission  of  Justices  of  Peace  of  the  county  of  Accomack  next  to  Mr  Thomas 
Brown. 

WILLIAM  BERKELEY 

Recorded  May  the  7th:  1675 

john  washbourne  Cl.  Cur.  Co.  Acconi.” 

[Ibid,  page  282.]  “Att  a  court  held  for  Accomk:  County  May:  17th.  1675.  Present: 
Capt:  Southy  Littleton,  Cap1  Charles  Scarburgh,  Capt  Wm:  West,  Mr  Jo11  Wise, 
Mr  Thos;  Browne,  Capt  Edmd  Scarburgh,  Com1*. 

This  day  Capt  Richard  Hill  by  order  of  the  Hnoble:  Govern°r  was  admitted 
and  Sworne  Comissionr  for  the  Court  of  Accomack.” 

[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac;  Wills  Deeds  Orders 
&c.  1673-1676,  page  159]: 

“At  a  Court  Continued  July  17th  1674  prsent:  Capt:  Southy  Littleton,  Capt: 
Wm  Custis,  Majr:  Edmund  Bowman,  Mr  Thomas  Ryding,  Commissn1'5.” 
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Among  the  twelve  jurors  at  this  session  was  Capt.  Richard  Hill’s  son  “Richard  Hill  Junr.“ 

How  many  years  Richard  Hill  served  as  a  justice  after  his  re-appointment  in  May,  1675, 
is  not  quite  clear;  he  certainly  was  on  the  bench  after  the  end  of  what  is  known  as  Bacon’s 
Rebellion;  it  is  equally  certain  that  Obedience  Johnson  remained  thereon  after  Hill’s  retire¬ 
ment  from  the  bench.  These  two  gentlemen,  with  Col.  Edmond  Scarburgh  and  Col.  William 
Kendall,  constitute  four  of  the  five  or  six  ancestors  of  the  compiler  who  were  justices  during 
various  terms  within  the  period  1667  to  1690. 

Capt.  Richard  Hill  was  particularly  active  as  a  justice  and  a  leader  of  the  Accomackians 
during  the  troubles  occasioned  by  the  strenuous  attempt  in  1675  by  Nathaniel  Bacon,  Junior, 
to  overthrow  the  government  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia  during  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  Sir  William  Berkeley,  Knt.,  as  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief.  Capt.  Hill, 
Obedience  Johnson,  Col.  Scarburgh  and  Col.  Kendall  were  handsomely  loyal  to  the  govern¬ 
ment.  The  history  of  Bacon’s  attempt  and  failure  and  of  his  own  singular  and  sudden  death 
soon  after  his  defeat  being  in  print,  nothing  of  his  undertaking  need  be  presented  by  us 
beyond  reference  to  the  loyalty  of  Hill,  Johnson,  Scarburgh  and  others.  Bacon  was  a  young 
Englishman  who  had  arrived  from  England  less  than  two  years  before  he  began  his  insurrec¬ 
tions.  His  kinsman  Nathaniel  Bacon,  Senior,  who  had  long  been  an  officer  of  the  Berkeley 
regime,  condemned  his  younger  namesake’s  rashness.  Berkeley’s  policy  was  to  avoid  a  general 
war  with  the  Indians  in  Virginia  who  had  made  spasmodic  raids  upon  outlying  farmers  in 
the  time  of  King  Philip’s  Indian  War  which  raged  chiefly  in  New  England,  1676-7.  Bacon, 
upon  being  refused  an  official  commission  with  men  and  arms  “to  go  against  the  Indians”, 
organized  an  armed  force  of  farmers,  etc.,  but  instead  of  going  against  the  Indians  with  the 
force,  turned  it,  first,  to  overthrow  the  government  of  the  colony.  Berkeley  and  his  principal 
civil  officers,  with  many  of  the  leading  gentlemen  and  supporters  in  the  counties,  removed 
themselves  and  the  seat  of  government  to  the  ever-loyal  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  until 
Bacon’s  forces  could  be  overcome. 

Thus  it  happened  that  Captain  Richard  Hill  came  to  meet,  again,  after  an  interval  of 
ten  years,  his  former  neighbor,  Col.  John*  Washington  of  Washington  Parish,  Westmoreland 
County,  one  of  the  supporters  of  Berkeley,  who,  when  Bacon’s  armed  men  entered  that  parish 
to  capture  him,  escaped  by  water  to  the  Eastern  Shore  to  join  the  government’s  gentlemen. 
Berkeley  came  twice  to  Accomack  County  during  the  rampage  of  Bacon’s  men  on  the  main¬ 
land.  Capt.  Richard  Hill’s  son-in-law,  John  Ayres,  Accomack  County,  was  employed  with 
his  sailing  vessel  for  thirty  days  in  transporting  men,  etc.,  between  the  Eastern  Shore  and 
the  mainland.  The  Governor  is  reported  to  have  considered  Accomack  County  as  certain 
to  become,  in  case  of  an  extreme  emergency,  “the  last  refuge  of  the  loyal  cause  in  Virginia”. 
As  a  rule  he  was  there  received  with  open  arms.  The  document  that  reveals  the  influence  and 
position  of  the  leaders  of  the  people  of  Accomack  County,  who  were  Richard  Hill  and  the 
other  justices  then  in  office  during  the  Baconian  episode,  and  that  portrays  the  general 
attitude  of  the  principal  part  of  the  intelligent  inhabitants,  is  the  following  memorial  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Sir  William  Berkeley,  in  the  preparation  of  which  address  the  justices  had  a 
leading  hand: 


“Wee  his  Majesties  Justices  here  underwritten,  and  others,  the  Inhabitants 
of  Accomack  County,  in  obedience  to  his  most  sacred  Majesties  command  directing 
us  to  send  over  to  them  sealed  all  grievances  and  pressures,  especially  such  as  have 
been  the  grounds  of  the  late  troubles  and  disorders  among  us,  being  deeply  sensible 
of  the  Late  Rebellion  hatched  and  acted  on  the  Western  Shoare  by  Nath.  Bacon, 
dec’d.  and  complices,  to  our  great  prejudices,  expenses  and  losse  of  many  men  and 
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crops  by  watching  and  warding  in  all  parts  of  the  Shoare  to  hinder  the  Landing 
and  invasion  of  the  said  Rebells  on  our  coast,  where  we  had  received  into  our  pro¬ 
tection  the  bodies  of  the  Right  Honourble  Sr.  Wm.  Berkeley  and  severall  other  good 
and  Loyall  subjects  of  his  Majb',  fled  to  our  parts  from  the  fury  and  rage  of  Bacon 
&  complices,  doe 

first,  hereby  acknowledge  that  we  nor  any  of  us  knew  any  reason  for  any  such 
Rebellion,  8c  some  or  all  of  us  did  protest  against  his  actions  as  rebellious. 

secondly,  We  humbly  desire  his  Majb  to  continue  Sr.  Wm.  Berkeley  Goverr. 
in  Virginia  as  long  as  God  shall  spare  him  life. 

thirdly,  Whereas  the  Right  Honourl)lc  Sr.  Wm.  Berkeley  upon  his  first 
coming  to  us  and  our  readinesse  to  assist  him  to  the  hazard  of  our  own  lives  and 
fortunes  against  the  said  Rebell  Bacon  &  complices,  did  promise  as  well  our  county 
of  Accomack  as  the  rest  of  the  Eastern  Shoare  in  Virginia  should  bee  free  from  all 
county  tax  for  these  twenty-one  years  ensuing. 

wee  humbly  therefore  pray  ye.  Honour bles  to  be  a  means  the  same  may  be 
confirmed  hrst  in  Virginia  and  afterwards  by  his  Majties  Royal  grant. 

fourthly,  Whereas  wee  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  vast  charge  this  unhappy 
warr  and  Rebellion  hath  put  the  country  to,  and  it  may  be  expected  to  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  country:  Wee  desire  wee  may  be  excluded  from  all  and  every  part  of 
the  same,  wee  being  in  no  way  the  cause  of  it. 

lastly,  Whereas  we  have  been  informed  that  his  Royall  Majb  hath  or  was 
about  to  give  the  country  their  Quit  Rents  for  many  yeares  to  come,  Wh:  wee 
doubt  this  unhappy  warr  hath  now  broke  off,  we  humbly  desire  it  may  still  remaine 
good  to  us,  as  being  in  no  way  the  cause  or  knowing  of  the  same,  to  Wh:  wee 
subscribe  or.  hands  in  open  court,  and  pray  for  his  Majties  and  ye.  Honourblc 
Governrs  health  long  to  continue. 


[Signed] 


edm’d  bowman 

ROBT.  HUTCHINSON 
WILLIAM  WHITTINGTON 
edm’d  SCARBURGH 

OBEDIENCE  JOHNSON’ 


JNO.  WISE 
THO.  RIDING 
RICH.  HILL 
JNO.  WALLOP 


[Here  follow  the  names  of  some  inhabitants  other  than  the  justices]. 


A  perusal  of  the  history  of  Accomack  County  shows  that  the  names  of  the  justices  signed 
to  the  above  memorial  are  those  of  the  foremost  men  living  in  167G-7  in  Accomack  County. 
The  John  Wise  named  was  the  emigrant  into  Virginia  who  is  said  “to  have  obtained  from  an 
Indian  King  for  the  consideration  of  two  common  blankets  a  vast  landed  estate.”  [ Collections 
of  the  Virginia  Historical  Society  n.  s.  XI,  186.]  Col.  Edmund  Scarburgh  has  been  called 
“the  most  unique  and  picturesque  personage  on  the  Eastern  Shore  at  the  time  of  Bacon’s 
Rebellion”  [Ibid  —  188.]  He  is  known  to  students  of  the  records  of  Accomack  County  and 
of  Virginia  as  having  been  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  a  member  of  the  Governor’s 
Council  of  State  and  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  Colony.  Richard  Hill  had  close  business 
and  political  relations  witli  him  for  many  years;  early  descendants  of  both  gentlemen  inter¬ 
married.  The  compiler  is,  in  this  year  of  i960,  one  of  Col.  Scarburgh’s  and  Richard  Hill’s 
living  descendants.  It  has  been  said  of  Col.  Scarburgh  by  the  late  Prof.  F.  P.  Brent,  of 
Onancock,  Virginia,  that 
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“his  stout  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  Charles  the  First  and  the  English  Church  had 
gotten  him  into  trouble  with  the  Virginia  Colonial  Government  during  the  times 
of  the  Commonwealth  (1650-1660),  and  Bennett,  who  was  Governor  of  Virginia 
at  the  time,  came  to  the  Eastern  Shore  with  an  armed  force  to  suppress  the  disturb¬ 
ances  which  Scarburgh  had  caused  among  the  adherents  to  the  royal  cause.  Later 
on,  when  Charles  the  Second  came  to  the  throne,  Colonel  Scarburgh  was  reinstated 
in  the  position  of  Surveyor-General  of  the  Colony,  and  made  commander  of  his 
majesty’s  forces  on  the  Eastern  Shore.  In  1663,  shortly  after  the  Eastern  Shore 
had  been  divided  into  the  two  counties  of  Accomac  and  Northampton,  Colonel 
Scarburgh,  by  order  of  Sir  William  Berkeley  and  the  House  of  Burgesses,  made  an 
expedition  against  the  recalcitrant  and  rebellious  Quakers  in  the  northern  part 
of  Accomac.  His  report  of  his  proceedings  on  that  occasion  is  to  be  found  in  the 
oldest  record  book  of  Accomack  County  court,  and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  interesting  and  remarkable  documents  in  our  early  Colonial  history.  He 
appears  to  have  impressed  his  strong  personality  on  his  generation  more  than  any 
other  man  of  his  day.  In  every  part  of  the  Eastern  Shore  traditions  of  his  remark¬ 
able  performances  survive  among  all  classes  of  people.  He  [his  father]  was  the  first 
of  his  name  to  come  to  Virginia,  and  from  him  on  have  descended  some  of  the 
most  eminent  men  of  the  State.” 

In  Liber  Wills  &  Deeds  1676-1690,  at  page  260,  of  Accomack  County,  at  the  clerk’s 
office  in  Accomac,  there  is  a  record,  dated  May  15,  1678,  instancing  that  “Richard  Hill  of 
Hunting  Creek”  gave  William  Willet  and  George  Middleton  one  acre  of  land  for  a  water 
mill,  the  land  to  revert  to  the  donor. 

“Richard  Hill  of  Hunting  Creek,  Accomack  County,  gave  Wm.  Willet  Sc 
George  Middleton  one  acre  for  a  water  mill,  the  land  to  revert  to  the  donor. 

richard  hill”  —  Seale. 

On  March  25,  1687,  Captain  Richard  Hill,  Colonel  John  West  and  John  Drummond 
were  overseers  of  the  will  of  Finla  Mackwilliam,  and  the  Captain’s  son-in-law,  John  Ayres, 
Thomas  Rila  (Rily)  and  John  Cary  were  witnesses  to  the  same  will.  [Accomack  Wills  & 
Deeds  1676-1690,  page  459]. 

Among  the  active  Military  offices  in  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  in  1680  “Capt.  Richard 
Hill’s”  name  appears  as  an  officer  of  a  Troop  of  “Horse”.  [William  Alex.  Crozier’s  Colonial 
Virginia  Militia  1691-1776,  (1954  edition),  page  105.]  [Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and 
Biography,  I  —  252.]  At  that  time  Capt.  Hill  would  have  been  about  sixty-five  years  of  age. 
Eight  years  later  he  made  his  will;  but  as  it  was  not  proved  in  court  until  November  21,  1694, 
he  lived  about  six  years  after  he  made  it.  The  testator  bequeathed  all  of  his  estate  to  his  wife 
and  to  their  grandchildren,  the  parents  of  these  children  having  ample  means  of  their  own: 

[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac;  Wills  &c.  1692-1719,  page 
62]: 

“in  the  name  of  god  amen  —  March  26th  1688,  and  the  3rd  year  of  the  Rein 
of  our  Sovereigne  King  James  II.  I  richard  hill  of  Hunting  Creek  in  Accomack 
County  in  Virginia  being  in  health  of  body  and  of  sound  and  perfect  [memory] 
praise  be  given  to  God  for  the  same  &  knowing  the  uncertainty  of  life  doe  make 
my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following:  That  is  to  say  first 
and  principally  I  commend  my  soul  to  Almighty  God,  my  creator,  etc. 
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Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Grandson  Francis  Ayrs  and  to  his  heirs 
forever  two  hundred  acres  of  land  being  on  ye  head  of  Hunting  Creek  aforesaid 
bounded  between  two  fresh  water  Branches  Commonly  Known  by  the  name  of 
Drak’s  Neck  and  to  be  in  the  bottom  thereof  opposit  &  adjoining  to  a  parcell  of 
land  formerly  given  to  said  Francis  Ayrs  by  Will  Goures  deceased. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  John  Ayres  Junr  and  his  heirs  forever  200  acres 
of  land  in  the  aforesaid  Neck  adjoining  to  that  parcel  of  land  given  him  by  William 
Goures  dec.  afsd. 

Item:  I  give  to  Richard  Hill  Ayrs  to  equal  half  of  my  Divident  of  land  at 
Gingoteague  being  the  half  of  600  acres  belonging  to  the  said  Devident  to  him 
and  his  heirs  forever.  I  give  unto  his  two  brothers  Edmond  and  Henry  Ayrs  and 
to  their  heirs  forever  yt  plantation  whereon  their  father  now  lives,  after  their 
father’s  and  mother’s  decease. 

Item:  I  give  to  my  two  grandsons  Richard  Drummond  and  John  Drummond, 
which  said  John  Drummond  was  born  on  the  21st  day  of  March  1687/8  and  to 
each  of  their  heirs  all  and  every  part  8c  parcill  of  land  and  plantacon  wherein  now 
I  live  on,  being  1100  acres  of  land  with  all  Marshes,  Islands,  hummocks  8c  what¬ 
soever  rights  privleges  to  me  granted  in  the  patent  there  unto  belonginge  to  the 
said  land  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  two  grandsons  Richard  and  John 
Drummond  afsd.  And  my  will  is  that  Richard  Drummond  shall  have  that  inoyty 
and  part  together  with  the  plantation  yt  I  now  live  on;  and  farther  my  will  is  yt 
his  younger  brother  John  Drummond  shall  have  yt  moity  and  part  of  the  sd  Land 
together  with  the  plantacon  where  his  father  Jno.  Drummond  now  lives  on  after 
his  said  father’s  and  Mother’s  decease.  It  is  to  be  understood  that  half  Moone  Island 
is  Included  in  the  1 100  acres  of  land  given  to  my  grandson  Richard  Drummond  in 
as  large  and  ample  manner  as  the  same  given  me  by  Pattent. 

I  give  unto  my  grandson  Hill  Drummond  and  to  his  heirs  forever  300  acres 
of  land  at  Gingoteague  being  the  half  of  my  divident  and  plantacon  and  ye  said 
Divident  to  be  equall  divided  between  him  and  Richard  Ayrs  afsd.  to  each  of  them 
300  acres  of  land. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  grandson  Steven  Drummond  and  to  his  heirs 
forever  300  acres  of  land  in  Drak’s  Neck  afsd  adjoining  to  the  land  of  George 
Middleton. 

Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Drake  Drummond  and  to  his  heirs  forever 
300  acres  of  land  in  the  afsd  Drak’s  Neck,  lyeing  and  being  between  the  land  of 
Francis  and  John  Ayres  afsd  before  devised  in  the  afsd  Drak’s  Neck. 

I  doe  alsoe  by  these  appoint  and  Constitute  My  Lo[ving]  wife  Mary  Hill  my 
Executrix;  John  Hill  John  Ayrs  John  Drummond  to  be  Executors  of  this  my  last 
will  and  Testament  and  my  will  is  that  my  sd  wife  shall  possess  and  enjoye  all  my 
personal  estate  of  what  kind  soever  during  her  natural  life  and  after  my  just  debts 
being  paid  an[d]  at  my  wif’s  decease  to  dispose  of  the  same  as  she  shall  think  fitt 
to  my  two  daughters  Mary  Ayres  and  Patience  Drummond  and  if  my  sd  wife  should 
survive  them  or  either  of  them  then  their  part  so  disposed  shall  be  given  to  their 
daughter  or  daughters  of  the  deceased  and  if  my  said  wife  should  happen  to 
intermarry  that  then  my  afsd  two  daughters  or  their  surviving  daughters  as  afsd 
shall  be  immediately  possessed  and  enjoy  each  of  them  a  full  third  of  my  personal 
estate  all  which  gifts  and  demises  my  will  is  shall  be  well  8c  truly  8c  faithfully  per¬ 
formed  to  all  intents  and  purposes  answerable  to  the  plaine  and  true  meaning 
hereof  And  the  same  to  be  carefully  observed  by  sd  Executors  —  for  confirmacon 
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hereof  I  have  here  unto  set  my  hand  and  fixed  my  seal  the  day  and  yeare  above 
Ritten 

Signed  sealed  and  owned 
as  my  act  and  deed  in  the 

presents  of  us.  richard  hill  (Ye  Seal) 

NICH.  HILL* 

JOHN  LEWIS 

ye  usual  mark. 

RICHARD  K.  CRINNALD 

November  ye  21  —  ye  1694 

The  within  written  Last  Will  8:  Testament  of  Capt.  Richard  Hill  was  Pro¬ 
duced  in  open  Court  of  Accomack  County  by  the  Corporal  oath  of  Mr.  Nicholas 
Hill,  John  Lewis,  Richard  Grinnald  8c  Robert  Lewis  and  allowed  of  by  the  Court 
8c  ordered  to  be  Recorded. 

Recorded  November  30,  1694.” 

The  bequest  in  Capt.  Richard  Hill’s  will  to  his  daughter  Mary  (Hill)  Ayres,  reminds 
us  that  when  she  was  aged  ten  years,  she  received  a  legacy  by  the  will  of  her  maternal  grand¬ 
mother,  Joane  (Gawton)  Drake-Hunt,  viz:  “Joane  Hunt,  spouse  to  Thomas  Hunt  Senr.  of  ye 

County  of  Northampton  in  Virginia,  Gent,  dec’d,  20ll>  January  1656  .  to  my  grand 

child  Mary  Hill  one  cow  calfe,  at  ye  springe  after  my  decease;  And  to  Patience  Hill  one  cow 
calfe  att  ye  springe.”  (Patience  was  Mary’s  sister  who  later  married  John  Drummond.) 
[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville;  Book  No.  VII,  folio  63]. 

Should  one  seek  for  a  reason  as  to  why  Richard  Hill  omitted  from  his  will  the  name 
of  his  son,  Richard  Hill,  Junior,  we  submit  the  following  record,  relating  to  that  son  as, 
possibly,  having  some  bearing  thereon.  Evidently  Richard,  Junior,  had  gone  to  England; 

*  As  to  the  identity  of  the  Nicholas  Hill  who  on  the  26th  of  March,  1688,  witnessed  the  foregoing  will  of  Capt.  and 
Justice  Richard  Hill,  Senior,  in  Accomack  County,  it  has  been  thought  that  he  was  the  son  Nicholas  (by  the  first  wife) 
of  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nicholas  Hill  who  was  first  of  record  in  May,  1636,  in  Elizabeth  City  County,  Virginia,  but 
who,  upon  his  second  marriage  to  Silvestra  Bennett  baptized  October  25,  1630,  at  the  parish  church  of  St.  Olave,  Hart 
St.,  London),  daughter  of  the  Edward  Bennett  (wife  Marie)  who  was  baptized  February  2,  1577,  at  Wiveliscombe,  Somer¬ 
setshire,  later  of  the  parish  of  St.  Olave,  Hart  St.,  London,  removed  across  the  mouth  of  the  James  River,  from 
Elizabeth  City  County  to  his  second  wife’s  plantation  (inherited  by  her  from  her  father)  in  Isle  of  Wight  County, 
Virginia,  where  he  (Lt.  Col.  Hill)  died  leaving  a  will  dated  April  19,  1G75,  proved  October  20,  1675,  bequeathing  his 
estate: 

To  wife  Silvestra:  sons  Ralph,  the  heir,  George,  Nicholas,  and  Richard  (who  died  a  minor  sine  prole),  and  daugh¬ 
ters  Agnes,  Martha,  Mary,  Anna,  and  Elizabeth.  The  will  specifies  three  children  born  by  the  testator’s  former  (first) 
wife;  and  to  the  second  wife  Silvestra’s  six  children  by  him  he  gives  the  legacies  left  to  them  and  to  their  mother  by 
Silvestra ’s  father,  whom  the  will  names  as  Major  General  Bennett  (who  died  in  England  before  1663.)  [Isle  of  Wight 
County,  Virginia,  Will  and  Deed  Book  No.  2,  pages  133,  435,  437  and  page  681  of  Seventeenth  Century  Isle  of  Wight 
County.]  The  younger  son,  Nicholas,  Jr.,  borne  by  his  father’s  first  wife,  receiving  a  comparatively  small  inheritance,  has 
been  thought  to  have  left  his  step-mother  and  her  children  and  Isle  of  Wight  County,  on  the  assumption  that  his  name 
has  not  been  found  after  1675  in  the  published  records  thereof. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  there  is  nothing  whatever  in  Virginia  directly  to  connect  Capt.  and  Justice  Richard  Hill,  Senior, 
of  Accomack  County,  with  any  Hill  of  record  in  Isle  of  Wight  County.  It  has  been  also  assumed  that  our  Capt.  and 
Justice  Richard  Hill,  Senior,  was  the  Richard  Hill  who  on  October  2,  1679,  acting  as  attorney  for  Mr.  Thomas  Meri- 
weather,  of  London,  and  Mr.  William  Read,  of  London,  mariner,  appointed  John  Wingate  01  Isle  of  Wight  County, 
Virginia,  to  “answer  all  accons  whatsoever  yl.  is  or  may  be  depending  for  me  in  Isle  of  Wight  &  as  I  am  Attorney  to 
Mr.  Thos:  Meriweather  of  London  &  Mr.  Wm.  Read  of  London  mariner.  Ps.ecucon  thereof  2  Oct.,  1G79”.  Recorded  30 
Nov.  1679.  [Witnessed  by]  “W".  Chuke,  Vicar  of  Lower  Norfolk,  [and]  John  Sandford”.  [Isle  of  Wight  County,  Wills 
ire.  No.  1,  page  421]. 

This  instrument  was  prepared  in  Lower  Norfolk  County  by  the  Richard  Hill  who  is  repeatedly  of  record  as  a  land- 
owner  etc.,  in  counties  bordering  upon  the  lower  James  River  from  1636  to  1G79.  [Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond, 
Patent  Book  No.  1,  part  I,  pages  413,  434,  part  II,  pages  465,  575,  585,  596,  707;  Patent  Book  No.  3,  pages  34,  101.]  He 
was  not  the  Captain  and  Justice  Hill,  Senior,  of  Accomack  County. 
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he  had  become  a  master  mariner,  succeeding  his  father,  and,  so,  became  entitled  to  the 
designation  of  Captain: 

“Att  a  Councill  held  the  16th  day  of  August,  1690 

Present 

The  Rk  HONOble  Francis  Nicholson  esqw  their  may.  LiEUk  covk  of  Virginia, 
WILLIAM  COLE  ESQk,  SEC.  COLL.  JOHN  CUSTIS,  COLL.  JN<>.  LEAR 

The  Lk  Gov1,  acquainting  this  Board  that  he  had  received  a  Letter  from  the 
Gentlemen  that  at  present  take  on  them  to  preserve  the  Peace  &  Execute  the  Laws 
in  their  Mas.  Provinceof  Maryland,  wherein  they  Informed  him  that  one  Capk  Rich: 
Hill  an  Inhabitant  in  that  Province  who  was  now  on  Board  one  of  the  Shipps  in 
the  Fleete  goeing  for  England,  had  uttered  diverse  Treasonable  words  against  their 
Majs.  and  had  raised  Forces  to  oppose  their  Mas.  Interest  in  the  said  Province,  this 
Board  takeing  the  same  into  their  Considerations  doe  think  fitt  and  accordingly 
desire  the  Lk  Govr.  to  Send  for  the  said  Cap1.  Hill,  and  to  cause  him  to  give 
Securety  for  his  tendering  himselfe  as  soone  as  he  arrives  in  England  to  the  Rk 
HonobIe  the  Earle  of  Shrewsbury  their  Mas.  Principall  Secretary  of  State,  or  the 
other  Principall  Secret,  of  State,  to  answere  such  things  as  shall  he  objected  against 
him  on  their  Mas.  behalf.”  [ Executive  Journals  of  the  Council  of  Colonial  Virginia, 
v.  1,  p.  128]. 


This  Richard  Hill,  Jr.,  had  left  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  before  August  1687,  and, 
before  then,  had  settled  in  Somerset  County,  Maryland.  This  change  is  evidenced  in  the  will 
of  William  Stevens,  of  Rehoboth  in  Pocomoke,  Somerset  County,  Maryland,  dated  29th 
of  August,  1687,  wherein  the  testator  refers  to  the  “Plantation  on  which  Richard  Hill  now 
lives  as  tennant  of  Edmund  Howard.”  [Annapolis  Land  Office,  Liber  G.  1682-16S8,  page  29G.] 
Richard,  Jr.,  seems  to  have  received  his  patrimony  long  before  his  father  died,  and  thereafter 
to  have  followed  his  own  inclinations. 

Mary  (Drake)  Hill,  widow  of  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  Senior,  as  seen,  survived  her  husband. 
One  of  her  last  appearances  in  the  court  of  Accomack  County,  was  to  make  a  deposition, 
which  is  recorded  on  page  10G  of  Order  Book  1690-169'] ,  now  in  the  Clerk’s  Office  at  Acco- 
mac  viz: 

“Att  a  Court  held  and  Continued  for  Accomack  County  June  ye  21th  1693 


PTsent  Coll.  Cha:  Scarburgh 
Capt.  Geo.  Nidi.  Hack 


l 

S 


Mr  Samuel  Sandford 


I  Mary  Hill  Subscribed  Doe  Declare  That  I  being  at  the  birth  of  one  of  Mr 
Jn°  Wests  R:  Mrs  Matilda  Wests  Sones  which  is  named  Jonathan  the  sd  Son  was 
borne  about  five  or  six  weeks  as  I  remember  after  the  birth  of  my  Grand  Sone 
Edmond  Ayres  the  Sone  of  John  and  Mary  Ayres,  and  Do  farther  say  that  Tho  I 
was  at  ye  birth  of  most  of  sd  Mr  &  Mrs  Wests  Children  and  have  bin  acquainted 
with  them  did  never  Know  any  other  Child  of  thairs  of  the  name  —  Jonathan  — 
the  day  and  yeare  of  our  Lord  —  the  sd  Jonathan  was  borne  in  is  not  remembered 
by  me 

M  the  marke  of 

MARY  HILL 


Sworn  in  open  Court 
March  ye  22lh  1692 

Tes^  jn°  washbourne  Cl.  Cur.  Co.  Accornk " 
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Mary  (Drake)  Hill  seems  to  have  died  intestate  at  a  date  of  which  no  record  has  come 
to  hand. 

The  Five  Richard  Hills  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia: 

(1) .  Capt.  Richard  Hill  engaged  as  a  carpenter  and  builder  in  London  by  Leonard 
Calvert;  came  to  Maryland  in  the  ark  or  the  dove  1633;  practiced  his  vocation  in  St.  Mary’s; 
recorded  there,  as  a  carpenter;  married  Mary  Drake,  sister  of  Robert  Drake  Jr.,  of  the  Eastern 
Shore;  visited  the  Eastern  Shore  and  took  up  some  land;  moved  over  to  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  and  some  years  later  returned  to  live  permanently  in  Accomack  County,  at  and  over 
the  border  of  Northampton  County;  became  a  Justice,  etc.  Main  Line  of  Compiler: 

(2) .  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  [Junior],  son  of  the  above. 

(3) .  Richard  Hill  who,  in  1654,  deposed  in  Northampton  County,  that  he  was  then  aged 
32  years  (thus  much  younger  than  our  Richard  Hill  No.  1);  traced  and  found  not  related. 

(4) .  Richard  Hill,  recorded  in  Court  Orders  of  Northampton  County,  Upper  Part, 
1671-1673,  as  being  apprenticed  to  a  locksmith  for  ten  years.  [This  book  of  “Orders  Wills 
ire.  167  1-1673”  is  now  at  Accomack.]  This  Richard  Hill  was  a  minor  under  19  in  1678; 
traced  and  found  not  related. 

(5) .  Richard  Hill,  named  as  son  in  the  will  of  a  Henry  Hill,  Oct.  8,  1688;  and  was  then 
a  young  man.  [Accomack  Wills  ir  Deeds,  1676-1690,  page  482];  traced  and  found  not  related. 

Descent  from  Capt.  Richard  Hill  of  Maryland  and  Virginia. 

Nine  Generations. 

I.  Capt.  Richard  Hill  married  Mary  Drake.  See  Drake  Manuscript. 

II.  Mary  Hill  married  Master  Mariner  John  Ayres.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

III.  Francis  Ayres1  married  Sarah  Makwilliam  (McWilliams). 

IV.  Francis  Ayres11  married  Tabitha . 

V.  Jacob  Ayres  married  Ann  . 

VI.  Edmond  (Edmund)  Ayres  married  Keziah  Johnson.  See  Johnson  Manuscript. 

VII.  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.  married  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson.  See  Johnson  Manu¬ 

script. 

VIII.  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  married  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

IX.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 

script. 
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The  Results  of  an  Investigation  and  Analysis  of  the  Family  of  Drake  as  a  Whole  in 
England,  to  Determine  the  Connection  with  the  Drakes  of  Devonshire  and  Dorset 
of  Henry  Drake,  Gentleman,  (1548-1609),  of  London  and  Lord  of  Various  Manors  in 
the  County  of  Surrey  —  Father  of  Robert  Drake,  Gentleman,  Emigrant  to  Virginia 
1634. 

On  Sept.  8,  1636,  Robert  Drake,  the  son,  was  granted  200  acres  Accomack  Co. 
[now  Northampton]  “Beg.  from  the  half  way  tree  runing  S.  E.  into  the  woods  8c 
W.  upon  the  maine  baye.  Due  in  right  of  his  late  father  Robert  Drake  whoe  at  his 
owne  costs  did  transporte  himselfe,  the  sd.  Robert  his  sonn,  Joane  Drake  his  wife 
and  Elizabeth  Drake  his  daughter.”  [Ref.  Cavaliers  8c  Pioneers,  Nugent,  p.  46  — 
Patent  Book  No.  1,  part  I,  p.  376].  This  Robert  Drake,  Jr.  married  Elizabeth  Starr 
and  returned  to  England.  Their  sister,  Mary  Drake,  left  in  England,  afterwards 
married  Capt.  Richard  Hill  of  upper  Accomack,  who  named  his  grants  “Drake’s 
Neck”  in  honor  of  his  wife. 

(Prepared  for  Mrs.  Llenrietta  D.  Sheppard  by  Charles  Arthur  Hoppin.) 

In  the  History  of  Devonshire  by  Polwhele,  Vol.  II,  pages  295,  296,  published  in  London 
1797,  will  be  found  the  following  regarding  the  Drake  family:  “The  manor  of  Musbury* 
(says  Cleaveland,  pp.  262,  263)  [in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Exeter,  co.  Devon]  which  belonged 
to  the  ancient  barony  of  Okehampton  upon  the  attainder  of  the  Marquis  of  Exeter,  was 
given  by  Henry  the  8th  to  Sir  Edward  North,  and  afterwards,  by  purchase,  it  became  the 
property  of  John  Drake  of  Ash.  But  Ash,  in  Musbury,  the  seat  of  Sir  William  Drake,  was 
anciently  given  by  John,  Lord  Courtenay,  Baron  of  Okehampton,  to  Henry  de  Esse  or  de 
Ash,  and  so  descended  to  the  Drakes.  The  reversion  of  the  manor  of  Musbury,  was  sold,  a  few 
years  since,  by  Capt.  Williams,  the  heir  of  the  Drake-family,  to  Messrs.  Burner,  Isaac,  and 
George  Tucker,  of  Axminster.  The  last  two  are  the  present  possessors.  The  barton  of  Ash 
was  sometime  the  dwelling  of  Quardus  de  Ash,  afterwards  given  to  Henry  de  Esse  by  John, 
Lord  Courtenay,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Musbury.  This  lieth  within  the  parish  of  Musbury, 
and  part  in  Axminster:  by  Henry  de  Esse  it  was  given  unto  Julian,  wife  of  John  de  Orwey  of 
Orwey  in  Kentisbere  parish,  who  had  issue  Thomas,  who  had  issue  John,  Joan  wife  of  John 
Stretch,  and  Philip,  wife  of  Warren  Hampton.  John  Orwey  died  without  issue.  Ash  fell  in 
lot  unto  John  Stretch  and  Joan:  they  had  issue  John  Stretch  of  Ash,  who  died  without  issue; 
to  whom  succeeded  Warren  Hampton,  the  son  of  Philip  [a  daughter],  the  other  sister  of 
Orwey.  He  had  issue  Joan  [Hampton],  (thrice  married  —  to  John  Bonville,  John  Sachville, 
and  [John]  Faringdon)  and  Alice  [Hampton],  wife  of  John  Billet,  to  whom  Ash  was  allotted. 
John  Billet  and  Alice  had  issue  Christian  [Billett],  first  married  to  John  Drake,  and  secondly 
to  Richard  Francheyney,  and  had  John  Drake  and  Christopher  Francheyney;  who,  after  the 
death  of  his  father  and  mother,  held  Ash,  and  after  him  Simon  [Francheyney]  his  son;  against 
whom  John  Drake  of  Exmouth  brought  his  formedon,  being  son  of  John  [Drake],  and  of 
Agnes,  daughter  of  John  Keloway,  the  son  of  John  [Drake],  and  of  the  daughter  of  John 

*  "Musbury  lieth  in  both  the  hundreds  of  Axminster  and  Axmouth,  now  in  reputation  one,  but  anciently  two  hun¬ 
dreds.  The  manor  of  Musbury  divideth  the  two  hundreds  by  a  little  stream  running  in  the  middle  of  the  village.  The 
north-side,  Axminster  —  and  the  south-side,  Axmouth.  This  manor,  in  the  Conqueror’s  time,  belonged  unto  Baldwyn 
de  Sap;  and  lineally  descended  unto  the  Courtenays,  Earls  of  Devon;  and  by  the  attainder  of  Henry  Courtenay,  Marquis 
of  Exeter,  it  escheated  to  H.  8,  and  was  given  unto  Sir  Edward  North,  and  after,  by  purchase,  became  the  property  of 
John  Drake  of  Ash,  great  grandfather  unto  Sir  John  Drake,  whose  now  it  is.”  Sir  W.  Pole. 
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Crewes  of  Crewesmorchard,  son  of  John  [Drake]and  Christian,  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir 
of  John  Antage;  which  John  Drake  was  eldest  son  of  Christian  Billet,  by  John  Drake,  her 
first  husband.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  heirs  of  this  family  were  called  John  for  ten  genera¬ 
tions,  one  only  excepted.” 

[The  Drake  Family  in  England  and  America,  1360-1895,  and  The  Descendants  of  Thomas 
Drake  of  Weymouth,  Mass.  1635-1691,  by  Louis  Stoughton  Drake,  published  Boston,  1896, 
pages  iii-viii]. 

The  Original  Home  of  the  Drakes. 

“Soon  after  the  conquest  of  Wessex  by  the  Saxons,  a  family  or  clan  called  Draco  or 
Drago  appear  to  have  taken  possession  of  an  old  Roman  and  British  encampment  in  what  is 
now  Musbury,  Devon  County,  England,  which  subsequently  became  known  as  Mount  Drake. 
From  this  family  it  is  probable  that  all  of  the  name  in  England  and  Ireland  are  descended, 
as,  although  the  crests  of  the  various  families  of  Drakes  in  later  days  varied,  their  arms  were 
the  same,  thus  proving  the  common  origin  of  the  family.  That  the  family  is  of  great  antiquity 
is  shown  from  the  fact  that  before  the  Norman  conquest,  1066,  A.D.,  they  were  well  estab¬ 
lished  in  Devon  County.  In  Domes  Day  Book  six  places  are  mentioned  as  possessed  by  persons 
of  the  name.  We  are  told  that  “Honitou,  one  of  them,  was  well  known  to  the  Romans,  and  was 
held  by  Drago,  the  Saxon,  before  the  conquest.” 

“The  name  Drago  or  Draco,  the  Latin  for  Drake,  was  in  use  among  the  Romans,  and 
signifies  “one  who  draws  or  leads,”  a  “leader.”  Their  standard  bearers  were  called  Draconarii. 
The  Romans  obtained  the  name  from  the  Greeks,  among  whom  it  is  found  as  early  as  600, 
B.  C.,  when  Draco,  the  celebrated  Athenian  legislator,  drew  up  the  code  of  laws  for  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  people  which  bore  his  name. 

“As  at  present  written,  the  name  may  be  found  on  the  English  records  as  early  as  the 
middle  of  the  thirteenth  century.  In  1272  John  Drake  held  lands  by  grant  of  Edward  I.  In 
1313  a  John  Drake  received  permission  of  Edward  II.  “to  go  beyond  the  sea.”  This  person 
went  from  Devonshire  and  undoubtedly  settled  in  Ireland,  as  a  family  of  the  name  appears 
there  shortly  afterwards  at  Drakerath,  County  of  Meathe,  bearing  the  coat-of-arms  of  the 
English  Drakes.  Richard,  a  member  of  this  family,  was  high  sheriff  of  County  Meathe  in 
1368,  and  one  John  also  in  1422.  This  same  John,  or  another,  was  Mayor  of  Dublin  in  1402. 

“At  Shipden,  in  Yorkshire,  a  family  is  found  as  early  as  1306,  full  accounts  of  which 
may  be  found  in  “The  Histories  and  Antiquities  of  York,”  by  Francis  Drake,  M.  D.,  F.R.S. 
A  third  family  of  equal  antiquity  is  that  of  Norfolk,  doubtless  of  the  same  origin,  as  the 
arms  are  the  same. 

“That  curious  and  ingenious  antiquary.  Sir  William  Pole,  Knight  of  Shute,  in  his 
manuscript  makes  mention  of  “Roger  le  Drak  (Gaelic  for  Drake)  that  held  Hernford  cum 
Terra  de  la  Wood  of  Derington,  at  half  a  knight’s  fee,  thirty-first  year  of  Edward  I.”  (1303, 
A.D.),  and  prior  to  that,  of  others  of  the  family  who  tvere  possessed  of  several  lands  in  Devon¬ 
shire. 

“The  extreme  simplicity  of  the  Drake  coat-of-arms  is  another  indication  of  the  great 
antiquity  of  the  family.  The  figure  in  the  shield,  or  escutcheon,  is  called  by  heralds  a  wivern, 
which  is  another  name  for  the  dragon,  and  this  has  always  been  the  arms  of  the  family.  The 
crests  furnish  the  distinguishing  mark  of  the  different  branches.  That  of  the  family  of  Ashe 
was  originally  an 

“Eagle  displayed,  Gules.” 

“This  was  laid  aside  later  for 

“Dexter  arm  erect,  couped  at  the  elbow,  ppr.,  bearing  a  battleaxe,  sable.” 

“The  families  at  Oatland,  at  Shardloes,  and  at  Bucks,  County  Bucks,  at  Norfolk,  and 
at  Sussex, 
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“A  dexter  arm  erect,  ppr.  holding  a  battle-axe,  Sable,  headed  Argent.” 

“The  Norfolk  family  also  used:  — 

“A  reindeer’s  head  couped.” 

“The  Yorkshire  family  used  as  a  crest  a  two-headed  eagle,  wings  displayed.  The  crest 
of  the  Irish  Drakes  was 

“A  wivern  displayed,”  same  as  the  arms. 

“The  motto  has  ever  been 

“Aquila  non  captat  muscas,”  —  an  eagle  does  not  attempt  to  catch  flies. 

“Mount  Drake,  the  original  home  of  the  Drakes,  is  situated  in  the  manor  of  Musbury, 
Axminster,  Devon  County.  Musbury  is  a  pure  Saxon  name,  “Maest  Barrow,”  or  “The  Biggest 
Hill.”  The  British  name  of  the  place  was  “Mae  Dun,”  of  which  Maist  Barrow  is  a  translation. 
The  old  name,  Mae  Dun,  survives  in  a  cluster  of  houses  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
present  village,  where  it  is  corrupted  into  “Mayden-hayne.” 

“Mount  Drake  is  a  table-land  or  plateau  of  about  160  acres,  half  way  up  the  great  ridge 
which  goes  by  the  name  of  Musbury  Castle.  It  was  once  the  seat  of  a  British,  and  then  of  a 
Roman,  encampment,  and  was  a  fortified  camp,  quite  capable  of  accommodating  two  hundred 
persons  or  more.  It  was  defended  on  three  sides  by  a  natural  ravine,  and  on  the  upper  side  by 
bogs  and  a  tangle  of  brush-wood,  part  of  which  still  remains. 

“There  are  no  records  existing  to  show  when  or  by  whom  the  present  church  at  Musbury 
was  built,  but  early  in  the  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  if  not  before,  the  Drakes  had  a  mortuary 
chapel  attached  to  it.  In  the  latter  part  of  her  reign,  or  in  that  of  James  I.,  they  lengthened 
this  mortuary  chapel  into  an  aisle  called  the  Drake  Aisle,  which  was  appropriated  by  their 
family,  retainers  and  servants.  The  church  records  show  that,  in  the  time  of  Charles  I.,  the 
rector  of  the  church  was  a  Drake,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  artisans  and  laborers,  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Musbury,  probably  about  160,  were  Drakes,  or  had  married  into  the  Drake 
family. 

“John  Drake,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Christian  Billett,  although  living  at  Mt. 
Drake,  and  presenting  to  the  living  of  Musbury,  was  engaged  in  trade  and  shipping  at 
Exmouth,  near  by.  His  son  John,  who  succeeded  him,  was  engaged  in  the  same  business  at 
Otterton,  and  his  successor,  John  Drake,  although  making  his  home  at  Mt.  Drake,  where 
both  he  and  his  son  jointly  presented  to  the  living  of  the  Musbury  Church,  was  a  ship-owner 
and  trader  at  Exmouth. 

“There  was  a  fortified  house  at  Mt.  Drake,  before  Ashe  —  an  ancient  seat  in  the  parish 
of  Musbury,  adjoining  Mt.  Drake  —  was  built.  Ashe  is  about  one  mile  and  three  quarters  to 
the  south  of  Axminster,  in  the  eastern  confines  of  Devon  County,  the  barton  belonging 
thereto  comprising  about  180  acres,  lying  partly  in  the  parish  of  Axminster,  and  partly  in  the 
parish  of  Musbury.  It  was  brought  into  the  Drake  family,  together  with  the  Kilmington 
estate  of  Hampton  or  Kampton,  about  60  acres,  by  the  marriage  (1420)  of  John  Drake  of 
Mt.  Drake  and  Exmouth  —  the  first  from  whom  lineal  descent  can  be  traced  —  to  Christian, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Billett  of  Ashe,  and  remained  in  the  family  for  about  400  years. 
John  Prince,  in  his  “Worthies  of  Devon”  (1701),  gives  the  following  in  regard  to  the  ancient 
history  of  Ashe:  — 

“Ashe  was  sometimes  the  dwelling  of  Quardus  de  Ash,  the  most  ancient  inhabitant  that 
I  find  there,  who  gave  to,  or  took  name  from  the  place,  after  whom  it  was  given  by  John  Lord 
Courtenay,  Lord  of  the  manor  of  Musbury,  unto  Henry  de  Esse,  or  Ash,  who  gave  it  to  Julian 
(likely  his  daughter),  wife  of  John  de  Orway,  of  Orway,  in  the  parish  of  Kentisberr,  nigh 
Cullompton,  in  this  shire;  whose  son  Thomas  had  issue:  John,  o.s.p.,  and  two  daughters, 
Joan,  wife  of  John  Stretche;  and  Phillippa,  wife  of  Warren  Hampton.  Stretch  left  issue,  that 
died  without  issue,  upon  which  Ash  fell  to  Hampton,  who  had  issue:  first,  Joan,  thrice  mar¬ 
ried,  to  Bonvile,  Sachvile  and  Farringdon;  and,  secondly,  Alice,  wife  of  John  Billett,  unto 
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whom  Ash  was  allotted;  John  Billet  and  Alice,  his  wife,  had  issue:  Christian,  their  sole  daugh¬ 
ter  and  heiress,  who  married  John  Drake  of  Exmouth.” 

‘‘Ashe  was  not  inhabited  by  the  family  until  the  time  of  Sir  Barnard  Drake,  Kt.,  who, 
during  his  youth,  lived  at  Mt.  Drake,  and  his  father,  John,  although  possessing  Ashe,  appar¬ 
ently  lived  at  Exmouth.  This  John  Drake  was  acting  as  Steward  of  Newnham  Abbey  at  the 
time  of  its  dissolution,  and  he  enriched  himself  by  the  purchase  of  some  of  the  Abbey  lands, 
both  in  Musbury  and  across  the  Axe.  Two  of  his  sons  were  then  Abbey  tenants,  and  they 
both  became  freeholders.  One  of  them,  Robert  Drake,  married  into  the  family  of  Prideaux, 
and  John  Drake  either  gave  or  sold  to  him  an  Abbey  estate  in  the  parish  of  North  Leigh, 
about  eight  miles  distant. 

“On  the  death  of  his  father,  Barnard  Drake  rebuilt  Ashe,  and  what  remains  of  the  house 
to-day  bears  witness  that  it  was  built  with  the  stones  of  the  ancient  Abbey  of  Newnham,  close 
by.  During  the  construction  of  the  house  he  lived  at  Colyton,  and  on  his  removal  to  Ashe, 
Mt.  Drake  was  occupied  by  Henry  Drake,  a  relative.” 

The  compiler  was  elated  to  find  the  present  Honorable  Sir  Winston  Churchill  of  London 
also  descends  from  an  ancestor  of  the  Drakes  of  Ashe,  as  follows: 

“Sir  John  Drake  of  Ashe  married  Elinor  Butler,  or,  as  sometimes  called,  Helen  Boteler. 
In  1648  her  granddaughter,  Arabella,  child  of  her  daughter  Elizabeth  and  Sir  Winston 
Churchill,  who  were  then  living  with  her,  was  baptized  in  the  hall  of  Ashe  House,  and  John, 
the  illustrious  Duke  of  Marlboro,  son  of  the  same  Elizabeth  and  Sir  Winston  Churchill,  was 
baptized  in  the  chapel  of  Ashe  House  in  1650.”  Churchill  is  also  found  in  America  in  the 
Darby  and  Johnson  lines  of  Virginia. 

“John  Drake,  Esq.,  of  Mount  Drake  and  Exmouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  “a  man  of 
great  estate,  and  a  name  of  no  less  antiquity,”  says  Prince  in  his  “Worthies  of  Devon,”  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  time  of  Henry  V.  (1413-22  A.D.),  Christiana,  daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Billett 
of  Ashe.  By  this  alliance  the  estate  of  Ashe,  in  the  parish  of  Musbury,  came  to  the  Drake 
family,  and  was  handed  down  in  the  name  from  father  to  son  for  fully  four  hundred  years, 
although  the  most  usual  residence  was  Mount  Drake,  a  mansion  previously  built  by  them 
in  the  same  parish,  and  undoubtedly  the  original  home  of  the  Drakes,  they  having  occupied 
it  before  the  coming  of  William  the  Conqueror.  This  John  Drake,  or  possibly  his  father,  was 
reported  in  Exmouth  in  1360. 

“At  the  death  of  John,  his  widow  married  second,  Richard  Frankcheney,  thus  unlawfully 
excluding  from  the  estate  of  Ashe  her  son  John  Drake.  She  had  Christopher  Frankcheney, 
who  had  Richard,  who  was  the  father  of  Simeon,  from  whom  John  Drake,  by  a  suit  at  law, 
recovered  Ashe,  which  had  been  so  long  and  unjustly  witheld  from  his  father,  grandfather 
and  great-grandfather. 

“John  Drake  [son  of  John  Drake  and  his  wife  Christian  Billett],  numbered  in  the  hun¬ 
dred  of  East  Budleigh,  Devon.  On  the  second  marriage  of  his  mother,  he  settled  at  Otterton, 
about  sixteen  miles  from  Ashe.  He  married  Christiana,  daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Antage, 
and  had: 

“John  Drake  of  Otterton,  who  married  a  daughter  of  John  Crews,  or  Cruwys,  represen¬ 
tative  of  Crews  Morehard,  an  ancient  Saxon  family  of  importance,  their  name  occurring 
frequently  in  the  old  Devonshire  rhyming  legends  concerning  Saxon  families  who  were 
prominent  before  the  coming  of  William  the  Conqueror.  This  John  was  succeeded  by  his 
son: 

“John  Drake  of  Otterton,  in  the  County  of  Devon,  Esq.,  who  by  his  wife  Agnes,  daughter 
of  John  Kailway,  had: 

“Gilbert,  third  son.” 


“ 

y 


[The  Visitation  of  Devon  1620,  Harl.  MS.  1163,  ffo.  226  b,  227,  228,  253  b,  and  258  b,  incor¬ 
porated,  signed  by  George  Drake  and  John  Drake]. 

“Drake  Arms:  —  Arg.  a  wyvern  wings  displayed  and  tail  nowed  Gu. 

Crest.:  —  A  dexter  arm  erect,  couped  at  the  elbow  ppr.  holding  a  battle  axe  Sa. 

Motto:  —  Aquila  non  captat  muscas.  [An  eagle  does  not  attempt  to  catch  flies]. 


John  Orway.= 


John  Orway. 


=Julian  da.  &  pt.  hr.  of 
Robert  Atwell. 


=Agnes  da.  of  Sir  John 
Raleigh  Kt. 


John  Orway. 


Thomas  Orway.: 


Waren  Hamton.= 


Warren  Hamton= 


John  Billett.: 


John  Drake  Esq.  1= 
husband,  [mar.  abt. 

1 4 1 5]- 


I 

John  Drake  of  Otter- 
ton. 


John  Drake.: 


John  Drake  of  Otter  - 
ton  Co.  Devon  Esq. 


Gilbert  Drake,  3  son.”= 


[John  Drake  of  Warn— 
brook,  will  probated 
8th  May  1596]. 


[Henry  Drake,  b.  1548,= 
died  31st  Dec.  1609]. 


[Robert  Drake,  bapt.= 
4th  July  1591.  Emi¬ 
grated  to  Accomack 
Co.,  Va.  1634]. 


Alexander  de  la  Ford.= 


= .  da.  8c  heire 

of  Henry  Esse,  alias 
Ashe. 


Henry  de  la  Ford.: 


=  Margery  da.  of 
Vere. 


zHawise  da.  &r  heire. 


^Phillip  [Phillippa]  da.  fc  coheire. 


=Joane  da.  of  Richard  Brooke. 


=Alice  dau.  8c  cohr.  to  Waren 
Hampton. 


=Christian  Daughter  8c  hr.  to  John 
Billet. 


=Christian,  da.  8c  h.  of  John 
Antage. 


da.  of  [John]  Crewes. 


=Agnes  da.  of  John  Railway  [Kel- 
loway]. 


=[Elizabeth 

1 5473- 


mar.  by 


=[Mary  Lee,  married  abt.  1582,  d. 
1637,  dau.  of  Richard  Lee,  Mayor 
of  Maidstone  in  Kent,  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth  Crispe]. 

=[Joan  or  Joane  Gawton,  bapt. 
Nov.  10,  1607,  married  June  6, 
1622,  dau.  of  Thomas  Gawton 
and  Patience  Best]. 
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With  reference  to  Gilbert  and  Robert  Drake,  shown  in  the  Visitation  of  Devon  1620,  as 
2nd  and  3rd  sons  of  John  Drake  of  Otterton,  Devon,  by  his  wife  Agnes,  daughter  of  John 
Kailway  (or  Kelloway)  and  their  issue  or  heirs:  — 

As  this  Gilbert  Drake’s  brother,  Robert,  in  this  Robert’s  will  of  1573  [P.  C.  C.  Martyn 
18]  makes  his  (Robert’s)  “cousin”  (meaning  nephew,  as  the  so-called  “cousin”  was  of  a  gen¬ 
eration  later  than  said  testator),  John  Drake  of  Wambrook  his  chief  heir.  Robert’s  procedure 
would  tend  to  identify  John  Drake  of  Wambrook  as  son  of  this  Gilbert  Drake,  because  the 
other  brother  of  Gilbert  and  Robert,  namely  Thomas  Drake  of  Harpford,  Devon,  had  a  son 
John  Drake  who  was  also  of  Harpford  where  he  did  not  die  until  1620  (will  proved  16  Oct., 
1620,  Principal  Registry,  Exeter,  Devon);  and  this  will  proves  that  this  John  Drake  of  Harp¬ 
ford,  who  married  the  widow  of  Richard  Barrett  of  Harpford,  had  no  issue;  as  is  also  shown 
in  the  Visitation  of  Devon  1620.  Hence,  this  John  Drake  of  Harpford  is  not  the  John  Drake 
of  Wambrook  (who  died  in  159b)  named  in  the  1573  will  of  the  said  Robert  Drake  who  was 
a  clergyman,  dying  at  Winsham,  Somerset,  on  the  border  of  Dorset  and  near  to  Wambrook, 
Dorset. 

The  Gilbert  Drake  mentioned  above  disappears  from  Devon  probate  records.  He  may 
have  gone  into  Somersetshire,  as  did  his  brother  Robert.  That  both  he  and  his  brother,  Robert, 
had  left  Devon,  is  obvious,  (Robert  died  at  Winsham,  Somersetshire),  because  when  George 
Drake  produced  his  pedigree  for  and  accepted  by  the  Herald  of  the  College  of  Arms,  who 
visited  Devon  in  1620,  lie  supplied  the  first  six  generations  of  his  Drake  pedigree  and  the 
names  of  the  principal  members  of  the  Drakes  then  living  in  Devon,  omitting  to  include  the 
descendants  and  heirs  of  the  said  Gilbert  and  Robert  Drake,  both  of  whom  had  then  (1620) 
been  dead  for  a  generation  of  time;  and  George’s  second  cousin,  Henry  Drake,  had  been  gone 
from  Devon  about  fifty  years,  and  had  died  near  London  eleven  years  before  the  compiling 
of  the  Visitation  of  Devon  in  1620;  but  Henry’s  name  does  appear  in  the  Visitation  of  Surrey 
of  1623. 

George  Drake  signed  his  pedigree  with  his  own  name  in  1620,  and  if  he  then  gave  to  the 
Herald  any  data  about  Henry  Drake  the  Herald  properly  decided  that  it  should  be  put  into 
the  Visitation  of  Surrey  as  Henry  had  left  no  issue  in  Devon,  and  when  the  College  of  Arms 
issued,  three  years  later,  the  Visitation  of  Surrey,  it  contented  itself  with  describing  the  then 
long-deceased  Henry  Drake  of  Surrey  as  “e  familia  Drakorum  in  Comitatu  Devon”  and 
credited  this  Henry  Drake  and  his  descendants  then  living,  as,  by  virtue  of  his  (Henry’s) 
Devonshire  birth  in  1548,  entitled  to  bear,  by  lawful  inheritance,  the  arms  of  the  Devonshire 
Drakes  of  Ashe,  viz:  “Argent,  a  fire-drake  gules”.  The  fire-drake  was  a  wyvern,  the  same  as 
appears  on  the  tombs  in  Devon  of  the  Drakes  of  Ashe.  At  page  310,  Volume  I  of  The  History 
and  Antiquities  of  the  County  of  Surrey,  (Manning  &  Bray,  1804),  the  said  Henry  Drake  is 
referred  to  as  “Henry  Drake,  of  a  family  of  that  name  situated  at  Ash  near  Axminster  in 
Devonshire.” 

As  to  Robert  Drake,  brother  of  Gilbert  Drake:  This  Robert  Drake  was  born  circa 
1500-05,  doubtless  at  Otterton,  Devon,  where  his  father,  grandfather,  and  great-grandfather 
Drake  lived.  He  is  mentioned  in  Alumni  Oxienses:  “Robert  Drake,  M.A.  Supplicant  1524-5; 
Vicar  of  Aylesbeare,  Devon,  1545”.  On  June  20,  1547,  he  witnessed  the  signing  of  the  will  of 
Roger  Wilcocks  of  Southleigh,  Devon.  This  will  mentions  that  the  testator  then  had  20 
wethers  (sheep)  pastured  at  Yarcombe.  [ Archdeaconry  Court  of  Exeter,  register  1546-1550]. 

This  Robert  Drake  does  not  appear  to  have  married,  as  his  will  does  not  mention  a  wife, 
nor  any  child  of  his;  and  he  bequeathed  his  property  to  his  cousin  (nephew)  and  to  that 
nephew’s  son,  and  to  his  (the  testator’s)  sister.  At  the  time  of  his  death  in  1573,  he  was  residing 
in  the  parish  of  Winsham,  in  Somersetshire,  about  nine  miles  eastward  from  Yarcombe  in 
Devon  and  about  seven  miles  east  of  Wambrook  in  Dorset.  In  his  will  he  is  described  as  “Sr 


lo  Ilrw 


'  - 

i9Vf>  !• ;  'liw'i.  »  ii  <»;■  , 

•:*  1  ;;  ...  ‘  ■  i  '  |  ;,J 

1  j-4*.  «t  •»;  iin^n  .  vis  »T.,  rtl  ho  Ii f  ,  .9j  fu  o  >(1  h'lhi/ 

-  .  i  i  :  * i  nil  >4 1 !  ■■  >  r;)fl 


- 


DRAKE 


155 


Robert  Drake,  Clerk”.  The  prefix  “Sr”  (meaning  Sir)  does  not  signify  that  he  had  been 
knighted;  it  was  a  designation  frequently  accorded  in  his  time,  as  a  mark  of  respect,  to  clergy¬ 
men.  The  term  “Clerk”  also  then  meant  a  clergyman  (cleric);  hence  it  merely  indicates  that 
Sir  Robert  Drake  was  residing  at  Winsham  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Evidently  he  had  retired 
years  earlier  from  the  ministry  (or  at  Winsham  was  serving  as  a  temporary  supply)  as  he  does 
not  appear  in  the  Hugo  Mss.  30,  279-80  at  the  British  Museum,  to  have  held  the  living  of  the 
Parish  Church  of  Winsham  at  the  time  of  his  death,  this  Ms.  being  a  list  of  all  known  incum¬ 
bents  in  Somersetshire  as  taken  from  the  Institution  Books  of  the  Bishopric  now  preserved 
in  the  Diocesan  Registry  at  Wells,  Somersetshire. 

This  Robert  Drake’s  will  is  important  as  it  names  his  “cousin”  (doubtless  meaning 
nephew) ,  the  much  younger  John  Drake  of  Wambrook,  and  the  latter’s  minor  son,  Edward 
Drake,  and  makes  this  John  Drake  of  Wambrook  (adjoining  Yarcombe  Parish)  his  prin¬ 
cipal  heir  and  executor.  This  executor  did  not  go  to  London  to  probate  the  will;  he  had  a 
proctor  (an  attorney  at  common  law  or  a  solicitor  in  equity)  probate  the  will  in  the  Pre¬ 
rogative  Court  of  Canterbury  at  London.  Who  this  proctor  was  we  do  not  know;  it  may  have 
been  our  Henry  Drake  who  was  then  in  London.  Clergymen  were,  at  times,  inclined  to  em¬ 
ploy  a  proctor  to  attend  to  matters  of  a  legal  nature. 

The  will  of  Robert  Drake,  Clerk,  of  Winsham,  Somersetshire  (about  seven  miles  east¬ 
ward  from  Wambrook)  dated  13  September  1573,  bequeathed  to  the  poor  of  Winsham, 
(which  reveals  that  he  had  been  living  there  for  some  time) ,  ten  shillings;  to  his  sister,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hunte,  twenty  shillings;  to  Edward  Drake,  son  of  John  Drake  of  Wambroke,  all  of  my 
books.  The  residue  of  the  estate  was  bequeathed  “to  my  cousin  John  Drake  of  Wambroke 
aforesaid”,  and  he  was  named  executor.  The  witnesses  were  Edmonde  Langdon  and  John 
Stapell,  (a  Stapel  family  was  of  Wambrook  1405),  and  the  will  was  proved  at  London,  on 
May  1,  1574,  by  the  executor’s  proctor,  and  recorded  in  Register  Martyn,  at  folio  18,  Pre¬ 
rogative  Court  of  Canterbury. 

The  fact  that  this  will  could  not,  under  the  ecclesiastical  statutes,  be  probated  in  the 
Archdeaconry  Court  of  Taunton,  in  which  archdeaconry  the  parish  of  Winsham  is  located, 
or  in  the  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Exeter,  (because  the  testator  had  property  in  more  than 
one  parish) ,  implies  that  some  of  his  property  was  where  he  had  lived  before  he  went  to 
Winsham.  That  other  place,  logically,  would  be  either  Aylesbeare,  Wambrook  or  vicinity. 

Henry  Drake,  later  of  Reigate,  Surrey,  had  gone  from  the  west  of  England,  logically 
from  Wambrook,  (as  we  will  show)  years  before  the  death  of  his  most  probable  grand¬ 
uncle,  the  said  Sir  Robert  Drake,  Clerk,  last  of  Winsham.  In  all  the  records  of  the  career  in 
and  near  London  of  this  Henry  Drake,  and,  as  well  in  the  actual  records  that  do  connect  him 
with  Wambrook,  there  is  nothing  to  suggest  that  he  ever  returned  to  Devonshire  or  its  bor¬ 
ders  to  reside  after  he  settled  in  London. 

It  is  obvious  that  Sir  Robert  Drake,  Clerk,  of  Winsham,  being  a  retired  clergyman,  who 
never  had  held  a  rich  living,  as  a  rector  or  vicar  in  a  large  parish,  died  poor,  and  childless, 
apparently  never  having  married.  What  little  he  had  to  leave,  he  gave  to  those  living  near 
to  him  in  1573;  the  20  shillings  to  his  sister  would  then  have  been  nearly  $50.00.  The  books, 
perhaps  mostly  of  a  religious  nature,  given  to  Edward  Drake,  son  of  the  said  John  Drake  of 
Wambrook,  were  most  likely  at  Winsham,  but  some  other  goods  must  have  been  outside 
of  Winsham,  as  the  probate  act  implies.  The  term  “goods”  was  used,  in  those  times,  to  in¬ 
clude  sheep,  or  any  other  live  stock,  or  any  chattel.  That  the  will  did  not  mention  the  said 
Edward’s  most  probable  brother,  whom  we  present  as  Henry  Drake,  then  doing  well  and 
becoming  independent  in  London,  is  not  significant,  other  than  that  we  know  that  this  Henry 
Drake,  judging  by  the  records  of  his  active  life,  was  a  man  of  greater  position  and  means  than 
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his  immediate  connections  in  Devonshire  or  at  Wambrook  in  Dorset,  and  was  well  able  to 
take  care  of  himself. 

Wambrook  being  on  the  Dorset  side  of  the  Devon-Dorset  county  line,  with  Yarcombe 
on  the  opposite  (Devon)  side  of  the  same  line,  both  parishes  joining  at  that  line,  they  were 
as  close  together  as  is  topographically  possible.  The  bounds  of  manors,  farms,  and  private 
lands  were  not  governed  by  the  county  line;  they  often  extended  across  county  lines,  part 
being  in  one  parish  and  part  in  an  adjoining  parish.  These  Drakes  had  land,  etc.,  in  both 
parishes  of  Wambrook  and  Yarcombe;  whether  that  land  was  all  in  one  piece  with  a  part  in 
each  of  those  two  parishes  we  do  not  know;  we  do  know  that  Henry  Drake  held  land  in  both 
of  these  parishes;  and  we  do  know  that  a  part  of  the  land  with  a  house  was  in  that  part  of 
Wambrook  parish,  called  Haslecomb,  in  the  hilly  section  of  the  parish  lying  well  to  the  west 
of  the  parish  church  of  Wambrook  and  towards  the  border  of  Yarcombe  parish.  And  we  know 
that  that  land,  more  or  less  of  it,  at  least  105  acres  of  it,  still  is  known  as  “Drake’s”,  and  that 
in  1864  it  was  owned  by  Sir  R.  Glyn,  baronet,  as  is  related  on  page  151,  volume  2  of  Hutchins’ 
History  and  Ayitiquities  of  the  County  of  Dorset. 

Drake’s  Farm  is  close  to  Wambrook  Rectory,  and  has  been  occupied  by  a  Mr.  Wall  for 
some  years. 

Furthermore,  we  have  proof  that  lands  and  a  house  on  the  Yarcombe  side  of  the  parish 
line  (which  line  was  also  the  line  between  Dorset  and  Devon),  as  well  as  land  on  the  Wam¬ 
brook  side,  were  held  by  the  Henry  Drake,  upon  whom  we  have  come  to  rest  as  one  of  the 
two  sons  of  the  said  John  Drake  of  Wambrook. 

As  to  John  Drake  of  Wambrook,  heir  and  executor,  named  in  the  will  of  the  abovesaid 
Sir  Robert  Drake,  Clerk,  who  died  at  Winsham,  Somerset,  in  1574:— 

Our  first  record  of  him  is  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  as  an  adult  and  a  man  of  military 
capacity  possessing  arms,  who  could  be  summoned  for  military  service.  According  to  the 
official  record  twenty-two  qualified  men  are  named  in  the  muster  list  for  (what  was  then 
designated)  the  tything  of  Wambrook  in  the  hundred  of  Beinister,  Dorset.  The  record  thereof 
is  in  the  State  Papers  of  Henry  VIII,  E.  36  (17)  [Public  Record  Office,  London].  There  were 
no  fire-arms  then  in  Wambrook.  At  that  time,  Wambrook  appears  to  have  been,  for  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  purposes,  a  chapelry  of  the  Church  of  Chardstock.  The  exact  year  of  this  muster  is  not 
given.  Although  Henry  VIII  became  King  in  1509,  and  reigned  until  1547,  the  period  of 
the  muster  could  not  have  been  before  1540,  as  John  Drake  was  scarcely  of  military  age 
earlier  than  that  year.  We  place  the  date  of  the  muster  as  between  1540  (when  the  English 
fought  the  Scots),  and  1544,  (when  the  English  invaded  both  Scotland  and  France).  Study  of 
some  of  the  names  of  the  other  men  in  the  same  muster  also  aids  in  fixing  approximately  the 
time-period  of  the  muster.  In  this  muster  record,  “John  Drake”  is  credited  with  having,  in 
usable  condition,  “a  bow  &  6  arr”  (ows).  Fifteen  of  the  other  twenty-one  men-of-arms  also 
had  each  a  bow  and  arrows;  six  men  head  each  a  bill  (a  broad,  heavy,  double-edged,  hook¬ 
shaped  blade  having  a  short  pike  at  the  back  and  another  at  the  top,  and  attached  to  a  long 
staff.  The  medieval  English  bowmen  and  billmen  formed  a  formidable  force).  William  Staple, 
a  neighbor  of  John  Drake’s,  had  a  bill.  He  was  of  the  family  of  the  John  Stapell  who  in  1573 
witnessed  the  will  of  Sir  Robert  Drake,  Clerk,  of  Winsham. 

The  next  record  of  the  said  John  Drake,  of  Wambrook,  Dorset,  is  seen  in  the  will  of 
William  Staple,  of  Wambrook,  the  same  William  Staple  who,  in  the  foregoing  muster,  was 
armed  with  a  bill.  The  will  is  dated  December  17,  1561,  and  bequeaths:  “To  John  Drake  i2cl”. 
This  small  bequest  (worth  in  present  currency  between  eight  and  ten  shillings)  does  not 
imply  that  John  Drake  was  a  kinsman  of  the  testator,  William  Staple,  though  they  may 
have  been  brothers-in-law;  it  means,  at  any  rate,  that  John  Drake  was  a  friend  chosen  by 
the  testator  as  an  overseer  to  assist  the  executor  in  an  advisory  way,  in  the  settling  of  the 
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estate.  This  will  is  preserved  at  Somerset  House,  London,  in  the  Court  of  the  Dean  of  Sarum, 
Wambrook  being  in  the  bishopric  of  Sarum.  The  local  records  of  Wambrook  and  its  parish 
church,  being  lost  for  the  period  1538  to  1654,  nothing  remains  of  local  records  made  in  that 
parish  save  the  records  of  the  court  of  the  manor  of  Wambrook.  While  these  original  records 
in  manuscript  begin  in  the  year  1461,  there  are  many  years  missing,  especially  so  between 
1461  and  1602=3.  Such  of  these  rolls  now  extant  are  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Middleton,  at 
Birdsall,  Yorkshire,  whose  ancestors  were  lords  of  the  manor  of  Wambrook. 

Of  the  thirty-eight  years  which  our  John  Drake  lived,  during  the  forty-five  years  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  (1558-1603),  at  Wambrook,  there  now  remain,  of  the  records  of 
the  manorial  court  between  1557  and  1604,  only  those  for  the  four  years  1558-9,  1566,  1567 
and  1587.  In  these  four  extant  rolls,  our  John  Drake  is  recorded  as  a  householder  of  the  manor 
—  of  the  homage  —  in  1566,  1567,  and  1587.  This  implies  that  he  was  living  at  Wambrook 
all  the  time  on  the  same  property.  The  term  homage  denoted  his  faithful  and  solemn  adher¬ 
ence  to  the  obligations  he  was  called  upon,  as  a  resident  upon  the  manor,  to  acknowledge 
to  superior  authority;  hence,  locally,  he  was  subject  to  the  lordship  and  edicts  of  the  manorial 
court,  both  as  to  his  personal  conduct  and  to  the  continuance  of  his  investiture  in  fee  of 
house  or  land,  or  both,  held  by  copyright  deed.  This  does  not  mean  that  he  could  not  or  did 
not  have  some  freehold  land,  apart  from  copyhold;  rather,  it  means  that  he  did  hold  some 
land,  and  (or)  a  house,  by  copy  of  court  roll,  the  fundamental  title  to  such  land  or  house 
being  held  by  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Wambrook. 

Before  this  John  Drake  died  in  1596,  he  had  relinquished  his  copyhold  title  to  the 
house  and  land  in  Wambrook;  his  will  shows  that  he  held  no  rights  thereto  in  1596.  Now 
seven  years  before  he  died  the  Henry  Drake,  who  we  believe  was  one  of  his  two  sons,  and 
who,  many  years  before  1589,  had  gone  to  London  and  became  there  a  prosperous  gentleman, 
is  of  record  as  having  obtained  the  copyhold  right  in  a  house  and  land  in  Wambrook.  Having 
no  need  therefor  as  a  farm  and  residence  for  his  own  personal  occupancy,  and  John  Drake,  we 
are  fairly  enabled  to  assume,  having  reached  an  age  for  retirement  from  active  operations 
to  a  simpler  domestic  set-up,  and  his  son,  Edward  Drake,  being  inclined  to  a  professional 
career  away  from  home,  (as  we  shall  subsequently  undertake  to  show),  our  Henry  Drake, 
(prior  to  August  4,  1589)  sub-let  the  property,  and  finally  conveyed  his  right  of  occupancy 
of  it  to  the  John  Glade,  who  had  been  his  sub-tenant.  (Proof  thereof  is  in  the  will  of  this 
John  Glade,  dated  August  4,  1589,  filed  in  the  Court  of  the  Dean  of  Sarum). 

In  this  will,  John  Glade  states:  “1  have  obtained  estate  of  messuage  and  lands  now  in 
my  occupation  in  Haselcombe  and  in  pish  [parish]  of  Wambroke  from  Henry  Drake  and 
George  Drake,  Gent,  by  the  appointment  of  Sir  Francis  Willoughby,  Knight”.  Willoughby 
was  the  non-resident  lord  of  the  manor  of  Wambrook.  George  Drake  was  a  second  cousin 
of  Henry  Drake,  and  a  son  of  Thomas  Drake  who  is  shown  in  the  Visitation  of  Devon  1620 
as  younger  brother  of  Gilbert  Drake  and  of  Sir  Robert  Drake,  of  Winsham,  Clerk,  whose 
will,  proved  1573,  made  the  said  John  Drake  of  Wambrook  and  the  latter’s  son,  Edward 
Drake,  his  heirs.  George  Drake’s  name  appears  in  connection  with  the  final  sale  to  Glade 
because  he,  living  near  Wambrook,  had  been  empowered  by  Henry  Drake  (living  in  London) 
as  feoffee  to  look  after  the  property  in  Henry’s  absence  and  to  aid  in  the  disposal  of  it; 
any  rents  of  it  paid  by  Glade  for  Glade’s  occupancy  as  a  sub-tenant,  before  Glade  finally 
bought  the  right  from  Henry  holding  direct  from  the  lord  of  the  manor,  as  Henry  had 
held,  may  well  have  been  applied  by  George,  as  feoffee  to  use,  to  the  benefit  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Drake  of  Wambrook,  the  aged  parents  of  Henry  and  Edward  Drake,  as  we  have 
come  to  understand,  whose  combined  arms  were  used  in  the  compiling  of  Arms  which  were 
personally  granted  to  Henrietta  Dawson  (Ayres)  Sheppard,  in  the  English  fashion  granted 
to  her  husband,  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard,  and  her  descendants. 
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As  is  obvious,  Henry  Drake  had  not  purchased  that  estate  of  lands  and  house  outright 
in  1587,  or  between  then  and  his  sale  to  Glade  on  August  4,  1589;  he  only  could  and  only 
did  convey  in  1589  his  right  of  occupancy  by  virtue  of  a  copyhold  lease,  “by  copy  of  court 
roll”,  (as  the  old  saying  was)  of  the  manor  of  Wambrook.  Leases  of  that  kind  customarily 
passed  from  father  to  son,  and  often  were  for  several  successive  generations  in  a  family,  or  as 
long  as  there  was  a  son  who  would  remain  thereon.  If  Henry  had  literally  conveyed  the 
estate  in  fee  simple,  as  its  fundamental  owner  and  as  a  freeholder,  the  Feet  of  Fines  of 
Dorsetshire  woidd  reveal  the  sale,  as  it  was  then  unlawful  for  such  a  title  to  real  estate  to  be 
conveyed  without  a  license  from  the  Crown,  and  the  payment  of  a  fee  for  the  license.  (For 
example:  On  July  6,  1582,  the  famous  Admiral  Sir  Francis  Drake,  Knight,  acquired  in  fee 
of  Richard  Drake,  Esq.,  [brother  of  Sir  Bernard  Drake  of  Ashe],  the  manor  of  Yarcombe  in 
Devon,  without  paying  for  a  license  so  to  do,  for  which  transgression  he  was  fined  £100.  [See 
Patent  Roll  No.  1369,  Public  Record  Office,  London]. 

The  Feet  of  Fines,  preserved  at  the  Public  Record  Office,  London,  are  the  records  of 
such  licenses.  That  Henry  Drake  had  acquired  the  lands  and  house  by  virtue  of  his  own 
application  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Wambrook,  or  of  his  father’s  relinquishment  of  them, 
is  obvious,  as  Henry  was  then,  and  had  been  for  nearly  twenty  years,  established  in  London 
where  he  had  gained  prominence  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and,  so,  did  not  reside  at 
Wambrook.  One  is  left  to  conceive  that  he  acquired  the  property,  sub-let  it  to  John  Clade, 
and  later  sold  his  rights  therein  to  the  sub-tenant,  Glade,  somewhat  as  a  speculation  perhaps, 
by  which  to  provide  an  income,  through  his  feoffee,  George  Drake,  for  the  parents  of  the 
said  Henry,  whom  we  conceive,  retired  in  or  soon  after  1587  from  a  farm  estate  to  a  smaller 
abode  free  from  the  responsibilities  of  operation.  The  parents  may  have  moved  on  to  the 
land  over  in  Yarcombe,  that  Henry  sold  soon  after  the  death  of  his  parent  John  Drake  of 
Wambrook  in  1596,  or  the  parents  may  have  been  accorded  the  tenancy  of  a  small  cottage 
in  Wambrook  held  of  the  lord  of  the  manor.  However  that  may  have  been,  John  Drake 
called  himself  as  of  Wambrook  in  his  will  of  1596.  He  must  have  been  born  about  1525-27 
and  he  must  have  married  by  1547. 

We  repeat:  —  no  warranty  title-deed  was  required  to  effect  the  transfer  of  the  estate  from 
John  Drake  to  Henry  Drake  and  from  Henry  to  John  Glade  because  the  estate  was  parcel 
of  the  manor  of  Wambrook,  and  so  was  literally  vested  fundamentally  with  lord  of  that 
manor;  which  means  that  the  only  record  of  the  said  transfers,  additional  to  the  record  we 
have  already  quoted  of  the  transfer  to  Glade,  would  have  been  by  an  entry  on  the  court  roll 
of  the  manor  and  of  the  assessment  of  an  heriot  by  that  lord  because  of  the  transfer  of  the 
right  of  occupancy.  Unhappily  the  court  rolls  for  1588  and  1589  are  lost. 

And  we  repeat:  that  the  conveyance  to  Henry  Drake  may  have  been  between  1587,  when 
John  Drake,  our  reputed  father  of  Henry  Drake,  is  last  in  evidence  as  having  lands  and  a  house 
in  Wambrook  by  copy  of  court  roll,  and  August,  1589.  There  is  evidence  in  these  particulars, 
as  well  as  in  further  evidence  to  be  presented  later  that  brings  our  Henry  Drake  incontro- 
vertibly  into  connection  with  events  concerning  other  Drakes  of  exactly  one  generation  older 
than  himself,  and  that  at  times  lit  in  with  the  circumstance  appertaining  to  John  Drake,  which 
leave  us  no  escape,  whether  we  will  or  no,  from  the  conviction  that  here  at  Wambrook 
Henry  Drake  was  born,  here  lived  until  he  went  to  London  when  young  to  seek  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  in  the  world,  and  that  John  and  Elizabeth  Drake  of  Wambrook  were  his  parents, 
with  Edward  Drake  as  his  younger  brother.  Stronger  yet  is  the  evidence  bearing  thereon 
subsequently  set  forth. 

Wambrook,  it  will  be  realized,  is  a  parish  consisting  of  farms,  not  a  town  having  a 
market-place;  it  has  no  central  village  other  than  a  few  houses  clustered  near  the  parish 
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church  in  the  extreme  eastern  part  of  the  parish,  the  Drake  holdings  at  Elaslecombe  being 
in  the  western  part  of  the  parish  near  the  border  of  Yarcombe  in  Devonshire. 

Again  we  repeat:  —  John  Drake,  becoming  aged  or  infirm,  relinquished  his  right  of 
occupancy  in  a  house  and  lands  at  Wambrook,  and  Henry  Drake  appears  to  have  received 
the  same  and,  later  on,  to  have  sold  it  to  John  Glade.  Henry,  doubtless,  in  return  or  volun¬ 
tarily,  provided  for  his  parents  in  their  last  years,  in  quarters  involving  no  responsibilities 
upon  them.  That  the  father  had  relinquished  farm  duties  in  his  last  years  is  apparent;  he 
must  have  been,  at  the  least,  seventy  years  of  age,  when  he  died  in  1596,  as  Henry  Drake  was 
aged  forty-eight  years  at  that  time.  It  is  also  obvious  that  John  Drake’s  other  son,  Edward 
Drake,  who  also,  like  Henry,  was  not  a  legatee  in  the  said  John’s  will,  had  left  Wambrook 
many  years  before  date  of  the  will.  Diligent  search  in  Devon  and  Dorset  records  reveals  no 
mention  of  the  son  Edward  Drake  after  that  in  the  will  of  his  uncle  Sir  Robert  Drake  of 
September,  1573,  when  Edward  would  have  been  between  fifteen  and  twenty  years  of  age, 
and  living  at  Wambrook  with  his  parents.  We  have,  logically,  reached  the  belief  that  we 
have  found  that  this  Edward  Drake  went  to  London  years  before  his  father’s  death,  and 
that  he  there  resided  within  two  hundred  yards  of  his  brother,  Henry  Drake,  as  will  be 
revealed  by  records  shortly. 

Let  us  first  give  the  substance  of  the  will  of  John  Drake  of  Wambrook,  Dorset.  It  is  the 
will  of  a  gentleman  who  previous  to  its  making,  had  retired  from  the  major  activities  of  life. 
Like  many  another  father  he,  doubtless,  had  provided  for  his  sons  when  they  were  young 
and  about  to  set  out  from  their  quiet  secluded  country  birthplace  to  seek  their  fortunes  in 
far-distant  London,  where  they  had  near  kinsmen  of  influence;  and  when  John  Drake  became 
aged  and  retired  from  the  activities  of  a  country-gentleman  farmer,  (as  the  records  plainly 
suggest),  the  situation  was  that  his  well-to-do  sons  then  aided  him,  rather  than  that  he  was 
then  due  to  or  could  bequeath  to  them  anything  of  which  they  had  need,  so  they  are  not 
legatees  in  his  will.  Henry  Drake,  born,  as  the  record  of  his  death  in  Reigate,  Surrey,  shows, 
in  1548,  was  aged  forty-eight  years  at  the  date  of  the  following  will,  and  then  had  been  living 
at  London,  and  at  Reigate  near  London,  for  at  least  twenty-six  years.  Edward  Drake  must 
have  been  the  younger  son,  according  to  a  London  record  (to  be  quoted  presently).  The  will, 
we  repeat,  is  that  of  a  man  whose  children  had,  in  one  way  or  another,  provided  for  him 
and  his  wife  in  these  parents’  last  years.  This  testator  had  nothing  to  bequeath  to  them.  His 
testamentary  thoughts  were  all  necessarily  for  his  wife  and  daughter.  His  personal  household 
effects  remained  to  his  wife  who  survived  him,  and  he  bequeathed  something  that  he  had 
saved  for  his  unmarried  daughter.  Thus,  there  was  no  occasion  for  this  testator  to  mention 
any  son  of  his.  Under  the  law  of  that  time,  it  was  not  requisite  that  all  of  a  father’s  children 
should  be  each  given  a  legacy  by  a  will.  Many  testators,  when  they  did  mention  in  a  will  a 
long-absent  son  or  daughter,  did  so  only  to  express  their  displeasure  at  the  course  that  had 
been  chosen  by  that  child,  and  so  cut  off  that  child,  with  the  words:  “I  give  him  one  shilling 
if  he  comes  back  to  demand  it.” 

Occasions  such  as  that  are  frequently  found  of  record  in  England,  applying  to  sons  who 
emigrated  to  America.  Many  other  testators  failed  to  leave  legacies  to  one  or  more  sons  or 
daughters  on  the  ground  that  they  had  previously  given  to  them  all  that  the  testators  were 
inclined  to  bestow.  Nor  was  it  a  legal  or  necessary  requirement  then  that  every  child  should 
be  named  in  a  will.  A  testator  could  and  often  did  ignore  a  child  for  any  reason  or  for 
apparently  no  reason  at  all.  In  the  present  instance,  the  long-absent  sons  were  well-to-do; 
the  conditions  were  exactly  opposite  to  those  in  other  cases  where  the  father  had  the  com¬ 
manding  property  and  the  absent  son  was  not  in  parental  favor.  Thus  one  will  not  again 
perceive,  from  the  will,  that  John  Drake  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  were  in  a  position  in  their 
last  years  to  be  the  beneficiaries  of  their  then  more  fortunate  sons. 
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In  the  same  way  and  for  the  same  reason.  Rev.  Edmund  Drake,  Vicar  of  Upchurch, 
Kent,  in  his  will  of  1 566  entirely  ignored  even  the  existence  of  his  son,  Sir  Francis  Drake,  who 
later  became  the  most  famous  Admiral  of  the  Fleet;  even  though  Francis  was  but  twenty- 
five  years  of  age  in  1566  in  which  year  he  had  left  home  on  his  first  great  adventure  at  sea, 
possibly  at  the  displeasure  of  his  clerical  father.  Moreover,  the  same  Rev.  Edmund  Drake’s 
will  also  entirely  ignores  the  existence  of  his  two  other  legitimate  sons,  John  Drake,  (who 
died  in  1573)  and  Joseph  Drake  (who  died  in  1572).  Of  these  other  sons,  Lady  Elliott-Drake 
in  her  The  Family  and  Heirs  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  (page  20),  writes,  “they  were  most  likely 
at  sea”,  when  their  father  was  making  his  will. 

The  laws  of  England  still  continue  to  have  no  stipulation  that  a  man  must  mention  his 
wife  in  his  will,  or  leave  her  a  legacy  thereby.  We  recall,  at  this  moment,  that  an  ancestor, 
Sir  Richard  Lee,  Knight,  Mayor  of  London  1460  and  1471,  had  eight  children,  but  referred 
to  only  half  of  them  in  his  will,  evidently  having  previously  “advanced”  the  others.  His  direct 
descendant,  Mary  Lee,  married  our  Henry  Drake,  Gentleman,  of  Wambrook,  London,  and 
Reigate. 


WILL  OF  JOHN  DRAKE  OF  WAMBROKE. 

[Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  Register  Drake  33]. 

“29th  March  1596  I  John  Drake  of  Wambroke,  Dorsett  make  my  last  will 
and  testament  — 

I  give  to  the  Parrishe  Church  of  Wambroke  3/4. 

I  give  to  the  Parrishe  Church  of  Bucland  /20. 

To  Elynor  my  daughter  so  much  as  I  have  promised  to  her  marriage  and  in 
lieue  thereof  for  her  portion  to  be  paide  at  such  daies  and  tymes  as  is  sett  downe 
in  a  note  in  wrytinge  thereof  made  and  accordinge  to  the  true  meanynge  thereof. 

All  the  residue  of  my  goodes  cattells  and  debtes  I  give  unto  Elizabeth  my 
wiefe  whome  I  do  make  my  whole  and  sole  Executrixe. 

I  make  my  welbeloved  friendes  John  Legge  and  Leonard  Heydon  my  over¬ 
seers  to  devise  and  sett  downe  such  reasonable  order  of  anie  matter  that  shall 
happen  to  be  betwene  my  Executrixe,  and  anye  that  shall  have  any  legacye,  or 
otherwyse  by  me  to  be  benefyted.  If  any  shall  refuse  so  to  doe,  and  not  abide  their 
order  therein  then  his  or  theire  partes  to  be  voyde  and  to  be  and  stand  to  the 
curtesye  of  my  Executrix  — 

Witnesses:  —  Leonarde  Heydon,  John  Palferye,  William  Strete,  John  Woul- 
mington. 

Probate  was  given  in  London  8th  May  1596  by  the  oath  of  Thomas  lies  notary 
and  Proctor  for  Elizabeth  Relict  and  Executrix  named  in  the  will  to  whom  ad¬ 
ministration  was  given  she  having  sworn  to  administer  faithfully.” 

This  will  contains  a  singular  provision  which  would  suggest  that  the  testator  had  other 
children  living  besides  his  daughter  Elynor;  for,  otherwise,  one  must  ask  why  did  he  make 
the  stipulation  that  if  “any  shall  refuse  so  to  doe”  (meaning  abide  by  the  contents  of  the 
will),  “then  his  or  theire  partes  to  be  voyde  and  to  be  and  stand  to  the  curtesye  of  my  Execu¬ 
trix,”  thereby  leaving  the  executrix  to  do  as  she  pleased?  As  he  made  only  two  bequests  to 
any  of  his  kin,  namely  to  his  daughter  and  to  his  wife,  why  did  he  use  the  word  “his”  in 
referring  to  his  kin  (legatees)  or  was  he  not  thinking  of  an  intended  though  unnamed  male 
person  or  persons?  Such  a  person  as  an  absent  but  not  forgotten  son  —  from  whom,  or  in 
behalf  of  whom,  some  displeasure  with  the  will  might  arise?  And,  why  did  he  keep  separate 
from  the  will  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  bequest  to  his  daughter,  which  bequest  is,  sepa- 
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rately  from  the  will,  “sett  downe  in  a  note  in  wrytinge  thereof  made  and  accordinge  to  the 
true  meanynge  thereof?’’  The  aged  testator  either  failed  to  express  clearly  his  intentions, 
or  he  felt  some  misgiving  or  uncertainty  as  to  how  his  will  would  be  received  by  his  nearest 
kin.  The  separate  “note”  was  not  a  codicil  or  a  part  of  the  will,  and,  unless  it  was  dated, 
signed  by  the  testator,  and  properly  'witnessed,  it  was  without  compelling  legal  force. 

The  Probate  Act  Book  for  1596,  in  which  is  entered  the  record  of  the  proving  of  the 
will,  has  the  added  item  that  the  appraisal  of  the  property  inventoried  of  the  testator’s  was 
£9,  16  shillings,  and  10  pence.  This  would  have  been  $250;  hence  the  estate  of  the  testator 
consisted  largely  of  the  household  necessities  usual  to  an  aged  man  and  his  wife  living  alone 
in  a  cottage,  possibly  with  their  daughter,  at  Wambrook. 

We  interpret  the  will  to  mean  that  the  daughter  was  contemplating  matrimony  at  the 
time  her  father  was  making  his  will.  Though  the  will  does  not  stipulate  the  place  of  inter¬ 
ment  of  the  testator  (as  contrary  to  the  almost  universal  custom  of  a  testator  in  specifying  the 
place  where  he  was  to  be  buried),  doubtless  this  John  Drake  was  buried  at  Wambrook  Parish 
Church,  as  also  not  long  afterward  was  his  relict  Elizabeth.  She  left  neither  a  will  nor  an 
administration  record,  and  the  date  of  her  burial  at  Wambrook  cannot  be  ascertained  as  the 
vital  records  there  previous  to  1652  are  lost.  (The  vital  records  before  1640  in  hundreds  of 
parish  churches  in  England  have  been  lost  because  of  the  inefficient  custodianship  of  the 
clergy.  The  old  gravestones  before  1700  rarely  now  remain,  having  been  removed  to  make 
room  for  later  interments  and  newer  headstones  at  the  same  spots). 

As  is  seen,  the  relict  and  executrix,  Elizabeth  ( . )  Drake,  did  not  undertake  the 

long  journey  to  London  to  prove  the  will  of  her  husband.  She  caused  it  to  be  delivered  into 
the  Prerogative  Court  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  by  the  professional  notary  and 
proctor,  Thomas  lies.  This  probate  court  was  and  still  is  the  highest  probate  couit  in  the 
British  Empire,  though  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  established  Church  of  England 
have  been  deposed  from  all  authority  over  and  connection  with  this  court  since  1858.  (That 
inefficient  custody  for  600  years  is  the  reason  why  hundreds  of  thousands  of  old  wills  and 
administrations  have  been  allowed  to  disappear). 

One  must  not  omit  to  observe  that  the  will  of  John  Drake,  not  having  been  proved  in 
the  Prebendal  Court  of  Chardstock  (two  miles  from  Wambrook  Parish  Church),  or  in  the 
Archdeaconry  Court  of  Dorset,  or  in  any  other  minor  or  local  court  in  Dorset  or  in  any 
court  of  Devonshire,  there  remains  the  fact  that  a  will  usually  had  to  be  probated  in  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  at  London,  if  a  testator,  or  an  intestate  died  seized  of 
property  in  more  than  one  parish.  Outside  of  the  fact  of  the  special,  overlapping,  superior 
jurisdiction  of  the  Prerogative  Court,  an  executor,  or  executrix,  could  prefer,  as  did  almost 
all  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  to  have  an  estate  probated  in  a  higher  court  distant  from  the 
parish  in  which  they  resided  instead  of  in  a  local  peculiar,  deanery,  prebendal,  archidiaconal, 
or  at  the  county  court.  Family  pride  could  have  been  a  reason  for  such  a  preference,  and  to 
keep  the  details  of  a  will  and  an  inventory  of  the  estate  atvay  from  local  eyes.  The  usual,  and 
most  frequent  reason,  however,  was  the  possession  by  a  testator  or  an  intestate  of  property 
of  some  kind  in  more  than  one  parish. 

We  have  evidence  that  Henry  Drake,  whom  we  rest  upon  as  a  son  of  the  said  John 
Drake  of  Wambrook,  held  lands  in  both  of  the  adjoining  parishes  of  Wambrook  and  Yar- 
combe,  though  his  father,  John,  does  not  appear  as  yet  to  have  lived  at  Yarcombe;  John’s 
wife  may  have  lived  at  Yarcombe  before  he  married  her  and  Henry’s  land  at  Yarcombe  may 
have  come  to  these  Drakes  through  her.  With  regard  to  John  Drake  dying  with  but  a  small 
personal  estate,  insofar  as  revealed  by  his  very  brief  will,  hurriedly  made  no  doubt  during 
his  last  illness,  and  only  a  brief  period  before  his  death,  in  which  will  he  failed  in  three 
customary  particulars  —  to  specify  the  place  of  his  burial,  failed  to  describe  himself  as  a 
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gentleman  or  yeoman,  and  failed  to  mention  all  the  members  of  his  family,  and  knowing,  as 
we  do,  the  prestige  and  fame  of  both  lines  of  Drake  of  Devonshire,  i.e.,  the  Drakes  of 
Tavistock  (Sir  Francis  Drake’s  branch)  and  the  Drakes  of  the  Ashe  branch  (so  called  as  being 
descendants  of  John  and  Christian  (Billett)  Drake  of  Ashe),  one  may  recall  what  Westcote, 
the  historian  of  Devonshire  says  of  yeomen  of  that  shire  and  its  borders: 

“Many  of  these  are  gentlemen  (descending  from  younger  brothers)  or  gentlemen’s  equal 
by  estate  and  are  saluted  with  suitable  terms  of  “Master’’,  and  indeed  live  here  more  frankly 
according  to  that  name,  and  liberally  for  the  most  part  than  elsewhere,  some  having  land 
in  fee  simple  of  their  own,  others  having  leases  from  landlords  for  terms  of  years  by  copy 
of  Court  Roll,  not  at  a  rack  rent  or  highest  improvement  as  in  other  counties,  but  pay  a 
fine  at  their  income  or  taking.” 

We  do  not  perceive  why  John  Drake  of  Wambrook  by  his  will  of  March  29,  1596,  gave 
twenty  pence  to  the  maintenance  of  the  parish  church  of  “Bucland”  in  addition  to  a  much 
larger  gift  to  the  parish  church  of  Wambrook,  where  he  must  have  been  interred.  At  that 
time,  Henry  Drake  was  the  owner  of  the  advowson  of  the  parish  church  of  Wambrook  (a  fact 
of  much  importance  to  be  referred  to  later.  Nor  do  we  feel  sure  which  Buckland  John  Drake 
meant.  Did  he  mean  Buckland  beside  Reigate  in  Surrey,  where  the  said  Henry  Drake  was 
then  living,— or  Buckland  in  Devon,  where  lived  the  said  John  Drake’s  distant  kinsman, 
Thomas  Drake,  brother  of  Admiral  Sir  Francis  Drake,  who  was  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Yarcombe,  to  which  Thomas  soon  after  1596  succeeded?  If  this  Buckland  was  meant,  then 
the  nominal  gift  by  John  Drake  to  Buckland  Church  likely  was  inspired  by  respect  and 
admiration  for  those  eminent  kinsmen.  Then,  again,  there  was  Buckland  St.  Mary,  a  parish 
in  Somersetshire,  about  six  miles  from  Wambrook.  A  sentimental  gift  to  a  parish  church, 
other  than  the  church  where  a  testator  lived  and  had  passed  practically  all  of  his  adult  life, 
and  where  he  expected  to  be  buried,  usually  signifies  that  he,  or  some  near  kin  of  his,  had 
been  connected  with  such  other  church  or  parish  at  some  previous  time;  but  John  Drake 
did  not  marry  his  wife  Elizabeth  at  Buckland  St.  Mary.  She  may  have  been  born  there;  if 
so,  then  necessarily  before  the  keeping  of  vital  records  of  Buckland  St.  Mary  began  in  1538. 
Also  to  be  considered  is  the  possibility  that  John  Drake’s  father,  Gilbert  Drake,  or  mother, 
may  have  been  buried  there,  or  that  John  Drake  had  been  baptized  there. 

This  Gilbert  Drake,  who  is  properly  placed  as  to  his  parentage  and  as  to  his  two  brothers, 
Sir  Robert  Drake  of  Winsham,  Clerk,  (will  proved  1573)  and  Thomas  Drake  of  Harpsford, 
does  not  appear  to  have  died  or  to  have  passed  his  adult  life  in  Devonshire,  because  men¬ 
tioned  there  was  no  will  or  administration  of  any  estate  of  his  in  Devonshire  courts,  or  in 
the  Prerogative  Court  at  London.  A  special  search  would  be  necessary  in  an  attempt  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  John  Drake’s  gift  to  Buckland  church.  Though  the  Drake  lord-of-the- 
manor  influence  at  Yarcombe  was  a  possible  reason,  we  incline  to  the  idea  that  John  Drake’s 
remembrance  of  Buckland  church  in  his  will  was  because  of  a  closer  relationship  to  him 
than  that  of  Admiral  Sir  Francis  Drake.  Though  the  latter  had  purchased  the  manor  of 
Yarcombe  opposite  Wambrook  on  July  6,  1582,  he  never  resided  thereon.  ( Patent  Roll 
No.  1396).  That  purchase  was  made  from  Richard  Drake  (a  younger  brother  of  Sir  Bernard 
Drake,  Knight,  of  Ashe  in  Devon),  who  on  January  27,  1580,  had  bought  the  manor  from 
Robert  Dudley,  Earl  of  Leicester,  the  “favorite”  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Admiral  Drake  and 
the  said  Richard  Drake  became  close  friends;  they  called  each  other  kinsman,  even  though 
the  degree  of  their  relationship  was  so  remote  that  they  did  not  know  what  it  was.  No  genealo¬ 
gist  has,  even  yet,  been  able  to  determine  the  degree  of  that  relationship.  In  fact,  the  known 
Drake  ancestry  of  this  Richard  Drake,  a  second  cousin  of  our  Henry  Drake,  goes  back  six 
generations,  and  that  of  Admiral  Drake  goes  back  only  four  generations.  No  connection 
between  these  lines  can  be  seen  within  that  period  of  time.  Doubtless,  both  lines  of  Drake 
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run  back  to  one  or  the  other  of  Reginald  Ie  Drake  of  Tiverton,  Devon,  or  of  Robert  (or 
Roger)  le  Drake  of  Darlington,  Devon,  each  of  whom  was  living  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III 
(1216-1272):  or  possibly  to  both. 

We  do  find  that  this  Richard  Drake,  of  Esher  in  Surrey,  was  also  on  exceedingly  friendly 
terms  with  our  Henry  Drake  of  London  and  Reigate  in  Surrey.  Moreover,  we  indicate  that 
they  were  second  cousins,  because  this  Richard  Drake’s  grandfather,  John  Drake  of  Ashe 
(who  married  Margaret  Cole),  (See  the  Visitation  of  Devon  1620),  was  the  eldest  brother  of 
Sir  Robert  Drake  of  Winsham,  Clerk,  whose  will  of  1573  named  as  his  heirs  our  John  Drake 
of  Wambrook  and  the  latter’s  younger  son,  Edward  Drake;  and  also  the  grandfather  of 
Richard  of  Esher  was  the  eldest  brother  of  Gilbert  Drake  and  Thomas  Drake  according  to 
the  same  Visitation  of  Devoyi  1620. 

This  Richard  Drake,  horn  at  Ashe  in  Devon  about  1535  (eight  years  before  the  birth 
of  our  Henry  Drake  of  Wambrook,  London  and  Reigate),  became  a  man  of  much  influence 
at  court.  He,  or  his  father.  Sir  Bernard  Drake,  is  the  most  likely  one  of  the  Drakes  to  have 
aided  his  second  cousin,  Henry  Drake,  when  the  latter  was  in  London,  to  secure  the  office 
of  a  Cursitor  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  This  Richard  Drake  and  his  remote  kinsman,  Admiral 
Francis  Drake,  are  definitely  shown  in  Lady  Drake’s  The  Life  and  Heirs  of  Sir  Francis  Drake, 
(Vol.  I)  to  have  aided  each  other  in  affairs  at  court;  it  is  also  shown  that  the  Admiral  bought 
the  manor  of  Yarcombe,  Devon,  to  provide  Richard  with  the  money  he  needed  when  Queen 
Elizabeth  honored  him  with  the  appointment  of  the  position  of  an  Equerry  connected  with 
the  Royal  establishment.  Richard  Drake’s  portrait  was  painted  in  1577,  by  Zucchero;  his 
will  was  proved  January  30,  1603-4. 

Admiral  Drake,  by  will  dated  in  1596,  bequeathed  the  manor  of  Yarcombe  to  this 
Richard  Drake’s  son,  Francis  Drake  of  Esher,  Surrey,  providing  that  he  and  his  father, 
Richard  Drake,  pay  to  the  Admiral’s  brother,  “Thomas  Drake  of  Plymouth,  Devon,  £2000 
within  two  years,  otherwise  the  said  manor  to  my  said  brother  Thomas  Drake  in  fee.’’  The 
latter  obtained  title  to  that  manor. 

During  one  of  the  well-known  voyages  of  Admiral  Francis  Drake  in  behalf  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  we  find  an  interesting  item.  Among  the  fleet  a  ship  was  captured  containing  two 
young  men,  a  John  Drake  and  a  John  Ayres,  who  were  thrown  in  prison  because  they  would 
not  reveal  the  history  of  their  Expedition.  Things  became  serious  when  they  would  not  tell 
the  name  of  their  Admiral.  John  Drake  told  them  he  was  from  England  and  his  father, 
mother  and  sister  were  gentle  people,  but  this  made  no  impression  on  them,  and  they 
insisted  that  they  had  to  be  executed  unless  they  married  two  of  the  young  native  maidens 
which  Drake  and  Ayres  refused  to  do.  However,  in  the  dead  of  night,  the  sweethearts  of  these 
two  girls  came  and  liberated  the  Englishmen,  took  them  to  shore  nearby  where  there  was  a 
boat  filled  with  provisions  and  they  were  taken  to  an  Island  off  the  coast.  They  probably 
stayed  there  for  a  while  until  they  thought  their  Fleet  had  sailed  on,  and  then  decided  to 
swim  to  the  northern  coast,  about  twelve  leagues  away,  where  they  knew  there  were  Chris¬ 
tians  living.  They  were  found,  perfectly  exhausted  and  almost  naked,  were  revived,  clothed 
and  fed.  Afterwards  they  found  their  way  back  to  England. 

There  is  now  an  Island  in  that  vicinity  which  corresponds  with  the  story,  and  it  is 
named  Ayres  Island,  and  the  compiler  wants  to  believe  it  has  some  link  with  the  above  story. 
We  also  know  there  is  a  great  city,  the  capital  of  Argentina,  named  Buenos  Aires,  pronounced 
the  same  as  this  family  memoir.  The  compiler  wants  to  insist  that  the  name  is  not  pronounced 
with  the  two  r’s,  in  a  Spanish  way,  as  do  the  commentators  of  today,  and  those  who  have 
visited  there,  for  they  were  Englishmen  and  the  name  was  given  to  those  in  England  by 
the  Conqueror,  who  called  it  “Ayre,”  as  the  air  he  breathed,  in  commemoration  of  his  being 
rescued  from  suffocation  by  a  Norman  soldier,  whose  name  was  then  Truelove.  He  was 
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sought  out  and  knighted  by  the  Conqueror  who  claimed  “that  all  Trueloves  in  England 
should  be  called  Ayre’’.  Later  the  “s”  was  added,  indicating  they  were  sons  of  Ayre. 

To  revert  to  Wambrook,  and  to  additional  records  of  our  Henry  Drake’s  connection 
with  that  place:  We  know,  that  he,  (as  son  of  John  Drake  of  Wambrook),  then  of  Reigate, 
near  London,  and  his  wife  Mary  (Lee)  Drake,  did  levy  a  fine  in  Michaelmas  1596,  on  or  a 
short  time  after  Michaelmas  day,  (meaning  September  27th),  whereby  he  sold  to  Alexander 
Brett,  Esqr.,  six  acres  of  meadow,  four  acres  of  pasture,  and  one  acre  of  wood,  with  the 
appurtenances  in  Yarcombe.  [Feet  of  Fines,  Devon,  Michaelmas— 37-38111  of  Elizabeth].  This 
was  six  months  at  least  after  the  death  (between  March  29,  1596,  and  May  7,  1596)  of  John 
Drake  of  Wambrook.  Henry  Drake  did  not  purchase  this  land  prior  to  his  sale  of  it,  as  there 
is  no  fine  in  Feet  of  Fines,  of  Dorset  to  indicate-a  purchase  by  him;  the  original  parchments 
of  these  Dorsetshire  Feet  of  Fines  are  understood  to  be  now  complete  for  the  period  under 
review. 

We  must  particularly  observe  that  the  significance  of  a  fine  was  that  real  estate  could  not 
be  sold  without  a  license  from  the  Crown;  this  license  meant  the  payment  of  a  lee  to  the 
Crown  and  the  filing  with  the  Crown,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  “foot”  of  the  fine.  This  “foot” 
was  an  abstract  of  a  deed  of  conveyance,  the  abstract  being  written  on  the  bottom  or  end  of 
the  said  deed,  and  then  cut  off  in  awavy  or  irregular  line,  and  filed  with  the  Crown,  with 
the  payment  of  the  fine  or  license  to  alienate.  The  main  conveyance  part  of  the  parchment 
passed,  of  course,  with  the  property  to  the  querant  (buyer),  Alexander  Brett,  Esqr.,  as  from 
Henry  Drake,  Gent.,  and  Mary  his  wife,  deforciants  (sellers).  How  then  could  Henry  Drake 
have  obtained  that  land  that  lay  over  on  the  Yarcombe  side  of  the  line  between  Yarcombe 
and  Wambrook?  The  assumption  is  that  he  acquired  it  by  gift,  with  or  without  recompense, 
from  one  or  both  of  his  parents  and  prior  to  their  deaths,  and  so,  as  freehold  land,  entirely 
apart  from  and  free  of  all  interest  and  free  from  the  levying  of  an  heriot  by  the  lords  of 
either  the  manor  of  Yarcombe  or  of  the  manor  of  Wambrook,  there  would  be  no  record  of 
the  transfer  in  any  manorial  court  rolls  of  Yarcombe.  The  baptismal,  marriage  and  burial 
records  of  Yarcombe,  beginning  in  1551,  do  not  contain  the  name  of  Drake. 

More  especially  to  be  observed  is  the  significant  fact  that  this  conveyance  from  Henry 
Drake  to  Alexander  Brett  was  of  lands  in  the  county  of  Devon,  and  the  record  of  the  sale 
appears  in  the  Feet  of  Fines  of  Devon,  Michaelmas  term  37-381!!  of  Elizabeth  (1595-1596); 
whereas  between  one  and  two  years  earlier  Henry  Drake  had  another  transaction  with  the 
same  Alexander  Brett,  and  the  foot  of  the  fine  of  the  deed  of  it  became  and  now  remains  among 
the  Feet  of  Fines  of  Dorset.  Alexander  Brett  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Yetminster,  Dorset, 
and  held  lands  in  several  parishes;  he  had  acquired  the  advowson  of  Wambrook  Church  from 
either  William  Estmond  or  from  Bernard  Prince.  Hutchin’s  Flistory  of  Dorset  (2-151)  credits 
the  latter  with  being  the  patron  of  the  church  when  Christopher  Marraker  was  appointed 
rector  in  1591,  but  omits  to  mention  that  Alexander  Brett  had  acquired  the  advowson  of 
the  same  church.  This  transaction  reveals  an  extraordinary  personal  and  somewhat  private 
interest  in  the  parish  church  of  Wambrook  thus  manifested  by  Henry  Drake,  for,  in  the 
thirty-sixth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth  in  the  Hilary  term  of  court  thereof,  (meaning  between 
January  1  ith  and  January  3 1st  of  each  year),  in  1593-1594,  he  purchased  of  the  said  Alexander 
Brett,  Esqr.,  the  advowson  of  that  parish  church.  The  abstract  of  this  deed  of  purchase,  as 
now  filed  in  Dorset  Feet  of  Fines  [Public  Record  Office,  London]  describes  Henry  Drake  as 
“one  of  the  cursitors  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  querant,  and  Alexander  Brett,  Esqr.,  and  wife 
Anne,  deforciants”.  Thus  it  is  recorded  that  Henry  Drake  purchased  in  the  36th  year  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  the  advowson  of  the  church  of  Wambrook. 

The  significant  and  revealing  fact  about  this  purchase  is  that  Henry  Drake  must  have 
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had  an  intimate  and  family  reason  for  wanting  to  secure  the  control  of  the  incumbency  of 
that  particular  parish  church.  As  to  the  importance,  socially,  of  being  the  owner  of  an  advow- 
son— the  patron  of  a  church  living— the  benefices  of  the  Church  of  England  are,  in  every  case, 
subjects  of  presentation.  Such  privileges  have  been  for  centuries  retained  in  families,  almost 
as  heirlooms,  as  a  matter  of  prestige.  The  advowsons  of  more  than  6,000  ecclesiastical  benefices 
in  England  still  belong  to  private  individuals.  Lords  of  manors  and  of  great  estates  hold  the 
advowsons  of  the  great  majority  of  these  six  thousand  parish  churches.  The  archdeacons, 
bishops  and  archbishops  and  the  laiety  (communicants)  of  the  parish  churches  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  right  of  the  private  holder  of  an  advowson,  who,  however,  is,  of  course,  a  com¬ 
municant  of  the  Church  of  England.  If  the  parishioners  do  not  like  the  minister  chosen  they 
can  do  nothing;  if  they  refrain  from  going  to  the  church,  they  could  be  fined.  Of  the  other 
parish  churches  in  England,  the  power  to  appoint  the  minister  is  vested  in  the  bishops,  arch¬ 
bishops  or  the  King. 

Wambrook  was  the  only  advowson  in  which  Henry  Drake  was  so  interested.  His  distant 
kinsman,  Admiral  Sir  Francis  Drake,  and  the  Admiral’s  brother,  Thomas  Drake,  who  suc¬ 
cessively  were  lords  of  the  manor  of  Yarcombe,  were  men  of  much  influence  thereabouts. 
That  the  practically  next-door  Drakes  at  Wambrook  desired  to  emulate  in  a  way  the  example 
of  their  kinsmen,  and  to  add  to  their  social  status  in  that  neighborhood  is  admissable  as  a 
natural  and  logical  aspiration.  We  have  seen  that  Henry  Drake  had  acquired  freehold  lands 
in  the  same  Yarcombe  before  the  death  of  Admiral  Drake,  perhaps  by  gift  from  either  his 
(Henry’s)  father  or  mother  in  their  lifetime,  since  there  is  nothing  in  the  court  rolls  of  the 
manor  of  Yarcombe  indicating  that  those  lands  in  Yarcombe  (which  Henry  Drake  later  sold 
to  Alexander  Brett)  were  previously  leased  from  Admiral  Sir  Francis  Drake  or  from  the 
Admiral’s  grantor,  Richard  Drake,  brother  of  Sir  Bernard  Drake,  Knight,  of  Ashe. 

One  must  observe:  —  Had  Henry  Drake  no  pride  of  family  —  and  with  these  other 
eminent  kinsmen  holding  Yarcombe  manor,  would  he  have  expended  money  for  an  otherwise 
useless  to  him  advowson  of  Wambrook?  An  advowson  was  not  a  speculative  purchase  for  the 
purpose  of  making  money;  its  possession  was  a  matter  of  family  prestige  and  pride.  Henry 
Drake  held  that  advowson  for  all  of  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  —  sixteen  years,  during 
which  it  profited  him  nothing  beyond  his  pleasure  and  the  honor  of  possessing;  at  his  death 
he  allowed  it  to  go  to  his  eldest  living  son,  Edward  Drake.  It  remained  in  this  Drake  family 
for  eleven  years  after  that. 

Henry  Drake  had  gone  to  London  as  a  young  gentleman  by  the  time  he  became  of  legal 
age,  and  there  he  prospered.  We  may  not  omit  to  state  that  he  demonstrated  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Wambrook,  Yarcombe,  Chardstock,  and  vicinity,  the  fact  of  his  success  at  London 
when  he  purchased  the  advowson,  by  acquiring  the  power  of  appointment  of  the  clergyman 
who  was  next  to  be  chosen  to  the  living  of  that  parish  church  of  Wambrook  as  its  rector.  In 
that  church  we  believe  he  was  baptized;  he  attended  it  as  a  communicant  for  years,  and  there 
his  parents  would  be  buried,  as  possibly  would  he  also  in  due  time.  His  parents  and  sister 
were  living  at  Wambrook  when  he  attained  the  achievement  of  the  advowson. 

At  the  resignation  or  death  of  the  incumbent  who  was  the  rector  when  Henry  bought 
the  control,  Henry  could  choose  any  competent  person  he  pleased,  as  the  successor.  Alex¬ 
ander  Brett  did  not  reside  at  Wambrook.  We  seem  to  be  unable  to  dismiss  the  idea  that  the 
logical  and  principal  reason  for  buying  the  advowson  was  so  that  Henry  Drake  could  appoint 
his  younger  brother,  Edward  Drake,  to  that  sinecure  when  Christopher  Marraker,  then 
rector,  ended  his  term  in  the  benefice.  We  have  seen  that  this  Edward  Drake  had  been 
bequeathed  the  books  in  the  library  of  his  near  kinsman,  Sir  Robert  Drake,  of  Winsham, 
Clerk,  in  1573,  who  was  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England;  and  we  have  seen  that  there 


. 


**  -  iieioi  wbou; 


166 


DRAKE 


is  no  evidence  of  the  presence  of  this  Edward  Drake  in  Dorset  or  Devon,  after  he  had  left 
there,  as  did  his  brother  Henry  Drake.  We  believe  that  we  have  found  this  Edward  Drake 
in  London. 

Hutchins’  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  County  of  Dorset  (2-152)  informs  us  that 
John  Marraker  became  rector  of  the  parish  church  of  Wambrook,  on  September  27,  1555; 
that  he  died,  as  rector,  in  1591,  between  two  and  three  years  before  Henry  Drake  secured 
the  advowson.  John  Marraker ’s  incumbency  therein  of  about  thirty-eight  successive  years 
seems  to  have  enabled  him  to  influence  the  owner  of  the  advowson  at  the  time  to  appoint,  as 
John  Marraker’s  successor,  the  latter’s  son,  Christopher  Marraker.  Christopher  was  instituted 
into  the  living,  as  rector  of  Wambrook,  on  September  8,  1591.  We  would  not  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  this  appointment  did  not  altogether  please  the  Drakes.  Surely,  Henry  Drake  did 
not  secure  the  advowson  without  a  purpose  in  so  doing.  It  cost  him  money  to  buy  the  privi¬ 
lege,  and  it  profited  him  nothing  in  money  to  hold  it.  He  even  lost  the  interest  on  the  money 
he  paid  and  the  use  of  that  money.  He  would  not  have  turned  out  Christopher  Marraker 
except  for  some  inefficiency  of  the  latter.  Another  singular  thing  is  that  Marraker  and  his 
successor,  Gamaliel  Chase,  became  “pluralists”,  as  they  also  obtained  the  vicaratc  of  the 
adjoining  parish  of  Yarcombe.  Gamaliel  Chase  was  appointed  by  the  John  Chase  who  bought 
it  after  the  Drakes  had  held  the  advowson  for  27  years.  Henry  Drake’s  sons  sold  it  to  John 
Chase.  An  opening  for  the  retirement  of  Christopher  Marraker  did  not  occur.  As  did  his 
father,  Christopher  Marraker  held  on;  he  outlived  Henry  Drake  many  years.  But  Henry 
also  held  on,  and  the  advowson  fell  by  inheritance  to  his  son  and  heir,  Edward  Drake  of 
Reigate  in  Surrey,  who  held  it  until  about  1620. 

We  do  not  yet  discern  the  date  when  Edward  Drake,  son  of  John  Drake  of  Wambrook, 
and  co-heir  with  his  father  John  Drake  of  Wambrook,  of  the  Reverend  Sir  Robert  Drake  of 
Winsham,  departed  from  his  home  at  Wambrook.  After  diligent  study  of  the  Drake  family 
as  a  whole  in  England,  and  of  the  Drakes  of  Devon  and  Dorset  in  particular,  we  have  come  to 
rest  upon  the  record  which  suggests  that  this  Edward  Drake,  the  only  man  of  that  name  of  his 
generation,  followed  his  elder  brother,  Henry  Drake,  to  London,  and  that  he  is  the  Edward 
Drake  whom  we  have  found  in  the  following  record,  as  living  there  in  1598  (two  years  after 
the  death  of  John  Drake  of  Wambrook),  within  two  hundred  yards  of  where  Henry  Drake 
lived  in  the  parish  of  St.  Clements  Danes,  in  the  Strand. 

[Public  Record  Office,  Chancery  Lane,  London]. 

“Lay  Subsidy,  London,  40th  Elizabeth  (1598)  —  St.  Dunstan’s  Parish,  Chaun- 
cerie  Lane: 

“Affidavit]  Edward  Drake,  Clarke.  Vli  .  xiiis  iiifi1.” 

He  appears  again  in  the  taxation  of  the  next  year,  1599: 

“Lay  Subsidy  Roll  146-394;  41st  of  Elizabeth:  St.  Dunstan’s  in  the  West: 
Chancery  Lane:  Edwarde  Drake,  Clerke.  iiili  . viiis  ii.” 

The  tax  was  upon  his  income  as  a  “Clerke”.  Ordinary  clerks,  as  we  in  modern  times 
use  the  word,  were  not  taxable  under  these  Lay  Subsidies.  The  term  “Clerke”  had  a  different 
meaning  in  1598.  These  two  subsidies  were  not  levied  upon  commercial  employees;  only 
persons  conducting  a  business,  or  owning  land  or  house,  or  having  an  income  from  a  pro¬ 
fession,  were  assessed.  The  tax  levied  upon  Edward  Drake  was  assessed  upon  his  income 
obtained  from  his  professional  office  or  services.  What  were  those  services?  The  term  Clerk 
as  used  in  official  records  in  temp  1598,  before  then  and  later,  commonly  and  primarily 
referred  to  a  clergyman,  a  curate,  a  rector,  vicar,  or  incumbent  of  a  benefice,  or  to  any  assist- 
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ant  of  such  in  holy  orders.  Secondarily,  the  term  applied  to  the  clerk  of  the  City  of  London, 
of  a  borough,  and  to  a  clerk  of  a  court,  as  the  Court  of  Chancery.  Henry  Drake  was  a  High 
Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  his  office  being  that  of  cursitor.  It  is  possible  that  Edward 
Drake’s  office  was  that  of  a  minor  clerk  in  the  same  Court  of  Chancery,  yet  yielding  him  an 
income  large  enough  to  be  taxable  as  that  of  a  man  in  a  professional  position. 

It  appears  equally  probable  that  he  was  attached  to  the  parish  church  of  St.  Dunstan’s 
in  the  West  in  some  clerical  capacity.  That  was  a  very  important  church,  having  several 
clerical  officials.  The  amount  of  the  tax  reveals  that  he  was  taxed  more  than  were  the  usual 
commercial  tradesmen.  Probably  he  did  not  have,  when  taxed,  the  superior  office  in  that 
church  of  the  holder  of  the  living.  It  is  clear  that  he  resided  in  Chancery  Lane,  which  is  only 
several  rods  west  of  St.  Dunstan’s  Church  in  the  West,  in  Fleet  Street.  The  Subsidy  Rolls 
for  quite  a  number  of  years,  both  before  and  after  1598-99,  are  declared  by  the  officials  of 
the  Public  Record  Office,  London,  to  be  lost.  There  are  other  records  of  a  miscellaneous 
nature  that  might  have  applied  to  this  Edward  Drake  which  we  have  not  been  enabled,  as 
yet,  to  uncover.  We  have  found  nothing,  so  far,  indicating  that  Edward  Drake  had  any  near 
relatives  in  London  in  1598-1599,  other  than  his  brother  Henry  Drake  and  family,  and  their 
second  cousin  Richard  Drake  of  Esher  in  Surrey  (who  owned  land  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew, 
in  Holborn,  on  which  he  was  taxed  in  1598  and  1599,  between  three  and  four  hundred  yards 
northeast  of  the  Church  of  St.  Dunstan’s  in  the  West),  also  the  said  Richard’s  son,  Francis 
Drake  of  London  and  Esher.  Edward  and  Henry’s  second  cousin  Gilbert  Drake,  (son  of 
John  and  Margaret  (Cole)  Drake,  of  Ashe,  and  first  cousin  of  John  Drake  of  Wambrook, 
according  to  will  of  1596),  had  a  son  Robert  Drake,  who  also  came  to  London,  and  living  at 
the  Inner  Temple  (within  a  stone’s  throw  of  where  Henry  Drake  and  Edward  Drake  were 
living),  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  November,  1598.  This  Robert  afterward  had  a  country 
place  at  Epsom,  in  Surrey,  near  his  other  cousins,  Richard  and  Francis  Drake  of  Esher  in 
Surrey.  All  of  these  Drakes,  including  Henry  and  Edward,  were  well  acquainted,  and  Henry 
particularly  was  a  partner  of  this  Robert  in  a  land  transaction.  [Close  Roll  No.  1556.  Public 
Record  Office,  London],  Here  is  an  abstract  of  it: 

This  Indre.  made  22  Nov.  39  Eliz.  (1396)  betw.  Henry  Drake  of  St.  Clement 
Danes,  Middx,  gent.  &  Robert  Drake  of  the  Inner  Temple,  London,  gent,  of  the 
one  part  &:  Charles  Tyngilden  of  Rigate  als.  Rcygate,  Surrey  gent,  of  the  other 
part.  Witnesseth  that  sd.  Henry  &  Robert  for  1,000  marks  paid  to  sd.  Henry,  sell 
to  sd.  Charles  Tyngilden  in  fee  capital  messe.  [messuage]  called  Ingrams  als. 
Ingerams  in  pish  of  Ebbesham  also  Ebsham,  Surrey,  &  also  lands  called  Collons  als. 
Colloid  in  sd.  pish,  of  Ebsham,  sd.  Henry  Drake  covenants  at  Mansion  houses  of 
Manor  of  Frenches  in  Rygate  to  save  Charles  Tyngilden  harmless  from  claims 
against  this  title. 

Edward  Drake  apparently  was  much  less  prominent  than  Henry  Drake,  and  does  not 
appear  to  have  left  a  will  or  children.  The  said  Robert  Drake  eventually  returned  to  Devon¬ 
shire,  and  was  buried  September  30,  1628,  at  Littleham,  Devon,  where  there  is  a  mural 
inscription  in  his  memory  in  the  parish  church.  His  will  is  in  the  P.  C.  C.  1628. 

It  will  suffice  to  point  out  at  present  that  Henry  Drake,  upon  whom  we  rest  as  elder 
brother  of  Edward,  lived  for  many  years  so  close  to  Chancery  Lane  that  one  man  could  call 
the  other  by  voice  from  the  Church  of  St.  Dunstan’s  in  the  West  to  St.  Clement  Danes  in 
the  Strand.  Henry  also  had  a  country  place  at  Reigate.  Henry’s  children  were  baptized  in 
the  parish  church  of  St.  Clement  Danes  in  the  Strand.  Both  churches  were  in  sight  of  each 
other  from  the  ground  to  tower-top.  Fleet  Street  joined  the  Strand  at  Temple  Bar,  almost 
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opposite  where  Chancery  Lane  ended  at  Fleet  Street.  The  divisional  line  at  Temple  Bar 
was  the  line  between  St.  Dunstan’s  in  the  West  and  St.  Clement  Danes;  it  also  was  the  western 
boundary  of  the  city  of  London  separating  that  city  from  the  county  of  Middlesex,  now  the 
line  between  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster.  Edward  Drake  lived  on  the  eastern  side 
of  Chancery  Lane. 

We  have  indicated  previously  in  this  account  that  the  advowson  of  the  parish  church 
of  Wambrook  in  Dorset,  acquired  in  1593-4,  by  Henry  Drake,  then  of  London,  passed  at 
his  death,  in  1609,  (he  dying  intestate)  to  his  eldest  son  Edward  Drake.  In  the  settlement  of 
Henry’s  estate  a  disagreement  arose  over  parts  thereof  between  the  said  son  Edward  and  his 
brother  Henry  Drake,  Junior.  One  of  the  disagreements  was  over  that  advowson  of  Wam¬ 
brook  on  Feb.  7,  1620.  Henry  Drake,  Junior,  filed  a  bill  of  complaint  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  against  his  brother  Edward,  viz: 

[Chancery  Proceedings  —  Bills  and  Answers.  James  I,  Series  2.  306/21.  Abstract]. 

7  Feb.  1620.  Henry  Drake  [Jr.]  of  Mestham  co.  Surrey,  gent,  orator  showeth 
that  whereas  about  10  years  since  Edward  Drake,  gentleman,  brother  of  orator 
was  seized  in  fee  of  the  advowson  of  the  Rectory  of  Wambrooke,  Dorset,  one  Mr. 
Marraker,  clerk,  being  then  &  yet  incumbent  there.  Said  Edward  Drake  agreed 
with  orator  to  grant  him  the  next  presentation  of  the  advowson.  About  10  years 
since  said  Edward  Drake  did  by  deed  grant  to  George  Thornhill  of  Thornhill 
county  Dorset,  Esq.,  the  next  presentation  8c  your  orator,  the  remainder  in  fee. 
The  grant  to  George  Thornhill  was  in  trust  for  Edward  Drake.  Some  3  or  4  years 
ago,  Edward  Drake  pursuaded  Henry  to  pay  him  100  marks  for  that  next  presen¬ 
tation.  Said  George  Thornhill  now  refuses  to  deliver  up  the  grant  to  sd.  Henry 
Drake.  Mr.  Marraker  is  now  dangerously  sick.  Writs  of  Subpoena  to  said  George 
Thornhill  8c  Edward  Drake. 

Christopher  Marraker,  the  rector  of  Wambrook,  being  “dangerously  sick”,  the  time 
was  approaching  when  the  Drakes  could  appoint  whomsoever  of  their  kin  or  friends  they 
might  choose,  as  rector,  hence  Henry  Drake,  Jr.,  was  wide  awake  to  his  opportunity.  This 
suit  not  only  exhibits  the  continuance  of  the  family  interest  in  Wambrook,  twenty-seven 
years  after  the  advowson  was  acquired,  but  it  directly  connects  these  Drakes,  still  further 
with  northern  Dorset,  through  Henry  Drake  Senior’s  son,  Edward  Drake,  having  married 
there  Maria  Thornhill,  second  daughter  of  William  Thornhill  of  Thornhill,  Dorset, 
Armiger,  (See  Visitation  of  Surrey  1623),  and  the  George  Thornhill  of  the  above  suit,  was 
of  the  same  immediate  family  in  Dorset.  Thornhill  is  some  miles  eastward  of  Wambrook. 
(Manning  8c  Bray’s  History  of  Surrey  erred  in  making  “Dorset”  read  Derby).  This  son 
Edward  Drake  was  London  born,  London  bred,  yet  he  visited  Dorset,  (then  a  three  days’ 
journey)  and  married  there  in  1613  Mary  Thornhill  of  Thornhill  in  the  parish  of  Stalbridge. 

Two  other  suits  in  Chancery  soon  followed,  as  Mary  (Lee)  Drake  widow  of  Henry 
Drake,  Senior,  and  her  son,  John  Drake,  each  were  dissatisfied  with  the  manner  in  which 
the  eldest  son,  Edward  Drake,  had  corralled  the  estate  of  Henry  Drake,  Senior.  The  bill  of 
complaint  by  the  son  John  Drake,  entered  on  Feb.  7,  1622,  refers  to  “the  Manor  of  Wam¬ 
brook”  as  being  one  of  the  properties  of  which  his  father  had  died  seized  in  1609.  Evidently, 
the  lawyer  who  drew  up  the  bill  of  complaint  erred  in  thinking  that  the  possession  remain¬ 
ing  in  1622  at  Wambrook  was  that  of  the  manor  itself,  instead  of  the  advowson  of  Wambrook. 
Henry  Drake,  Senior,  did  not  purchase  the  manorial  lordship,  but  only  the  lordship  of 
Wambrook  parish  church.  The  lawyer  also  erred  in  calling  Wambrook  as  in  the  county  of 
Somrset,  whereas  it  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  Somerset,  on  the  west  and  south  by  Devon 
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and  on  the  east  by  its  own  Dorset.  The  assertion  in  this  bill  of  complaint  that  the  com¬ 
plainant’s  elder  brother,  Edward  Drake,  “burnt  the  will  said  Henry’’  (their  father)  “had 
made  in  favour  of  your  orator’’  is  not  to  be  taken  literally;  particularly  so  as  the  suit  was 
not  brought  by  the  son  John  until  eighteen  years  after  the  death  of  his  said  father  Henry 
Drake,  Senior;  whereas  the  father’s  estate  had  been  entered  in  the  probate  court  for  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  administrator  soon  after  his  death.  Lawyers  in  those  days,  in  presenting  a  client’s 
case  before  a  court,  frequently  resorted  to  an  attempt  to  discredit,  or  in  some  way  to  make 
the  defendant  appear  to  be  a  dishonorable  person,  and  the  defendant  often  began  a  reply  to 
a  bill  of  complaint  by  politely  describing  the  plaintiff’s  allegations  as  utter  prevarications, 
and  Edward  Drake  even  had  a  hand  in  claiming  that  his  brother  Henry  was  non  compos 
mentis.  [Public  Record  Office,  London.  Chancery  Proceedings  C.  2.  Charles  I.  D.  58-27. 
Drake  vs  Drake  —  Abstract]: 

7  Feb.  1622.  Orator  John  Drake,  of  Reigate,  co.  Surrey,  Gent.  Henry  Drake  late  of 
Frenches  in  Reigate,  dec’d.,  Orator’s  late  father  was  seised  of  Manor  of  Frenches 
in  Reigate  8c  other  lands  in  Surrey  called  Waters  Wiggye  8c  messuages  in  St. 
Clement  Danes,  London,  the  Manor  of  Wambrook,  co.  Som.  8c  divers  lands  in  co. 
Kent.  Edward  Drake  his  eldest  son  burnt  the  will  said  Henry  had  made  in  favour 
of  your  Orator  8c  refuses  to  give  assurance  to  your  Orator  of  the  premises  in  St. 
Clement  Danes.  Deft.  Edward  Drake. 

Then,  five  years  later  follows  the  suit  of  Mary  (Lee)  Drake  which  seems  to  confirm 
the  idea  that  Edward  Drake  was  not  fair-minded:  [C.  2.  Chas.  I.  D.  63/120]  Abstract: 

20  Nov.  1627.  Oratrix  Mary  Drake  of  Merstham,  co.  Surrey,  Widow.  Henry  Drake 
late  of  Reigate  Oratrix’  husband  was  seised  in  fee  of  divers  Manors  in  co.  Surrey, 
value  £260  [illegible]  8c  died  about  19  [?]  yrs.  since  when  said  Manors  descended 
to  Edward  Drake,  Gent.,  his  son.  Lands  in  Hathersham,  Horley,  Horne,  Nutfield 
8c  [?  Burford  or  Bisley  —  not  legible  8c  remainder  of  line  torn  off]  co.  Surrey,  settled 
on  Oratrix  for  Dower.  About  14  June,  9  James  I  [1612-13]  said  Edward  Drake 
desired  to  make  his  wife  a  jointure  of  the  lands  settled  on  Oratrix  8c  would  assure 
to  her  the  Manor  of  Frenches.  Suit  to  obtain  possession  of  Frenches.  Deft.  Edward 
Drake. 

Another  official  record  of  prime  value  that  connects,  directly,  Henry  Drake,  Senior, 
with  having  been  present  in  person  in  the  house  of  John  Trott  of  Ford  Mill  at  Chardstock, 
Dorset,  in  the  lifetime  of  this  John  Trott,  Ford  Mill  being  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  Wambrook  in  Dorset,  and  with  having  known  there,  in  a  neighborly  way,  persons  resid¬ 
ing  there  when  he  (Henry)  was  there  also.  This  evidence  is  found  in  a  proceeding  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  in  which  proceeding  this  Henry  Drake  was  called  upon  when  the  suit 
came  to  trial  in  London,  to  testify  under  oath  in  a  sworn  deposition  as  a  witness  in  behalf 
of  the  plaintiff,  the  daughter  of  the  John  Trott  just  mentioned  who  was  then  deceased.  This 
deposition  was  in  answer  to  formal  questions  put  to  Henry  Drake  in  writing  by  the  plaintiff’s 
attorney;  to  these  questions  Henry  Drake  gave  answers  in  writing.  The  deposition  is  a  long 
one,  revealing  that  Henry  Drake  remembered  about  the  affairs  regarding  the  Ford  Mill 
estate.  That  the  vital  part  (for  us)  of  the  deposition  is  that  which  proves  Henry  Drake’s 
acquaintanceship,  many  years  before  the  date  of  the  suit  (1605),  with  the  said  John  Trott,  and 
daughter  Rachel,  apparently  at  Ford  Mill,  and  is  seen  in  the  following  brief  abstract  of  the 
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sworn  testimony.  Ford  Mill  in  Chardstock  being  within  about  two  miles  from  Wambrook 
Parish  Church  in  Dorset. 

The  document  shows  that  Rachel  Trott,  after  the  death  of  her  father  and  mother, 
inherited  the  occupancy  of  the  Ford  Mill  estate,  and  married,  first,  John  Arthur,  who  dissi¬ 
pated  her  “stock”  (meaning  moveable  possessions).  He  may  be  the  John  Arthur  who  died 
in  1599  (will  proved  in  P.C.C.,  though  we  have  not  read  the  will),  after  whose  death  Rachel 
married  William  Butcher,  and  in  1605  this  Wm.  and  Rachel  brought  suit  against  her  sister, 
Mary  (Trott)  Feeder  and  the  copyhold  lessor  of  Ford  Mill,  Christopher  Stone,  of  which 
property  Rachel’s  father  held  a  lease  for  the  term  of  forty  years  after  the  death  of  her  father’s 
brother,  George  Trott.  Evidently,  Henry  Drake  was  quite  young  when  George  Trott  died, 
and  did  not  know  him,  personally,  but  Henry’s  words  that  he  “knew  Rachel  by  frequenting 
her  father’s  house”  carries  Henry  Drake  years  back  to  when  he  was  staying  in  Wambrook. 
That  is  made  evident  by  the  fact  that  the  will  of  this  John  Trott  proves  that  he  (the  testator) 
had  been  of  Ford  Mill  in  Chardstock  and  had  died  in  1583,  twenty-two  years  before  the  suit 
was  begun  in  1G05  by  his  daughter  Rachel.  Thus  Henry  Drake  could  only  have  known 
John  Trott  before  1583.  This  will  is  at  folio  27  of  register  Rowe,  P.  C.  C.  It  also  shows  that 
the  testator  had  come  to  Westminster,  and  apparently  died  there  in  1583,  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Martin-in-the  Fields. 

[Chancery,  Town  Depositions,  Bundle  319/7]. 

Burcher  v.  Stone.  Interrogatives  on  part  of  William  Butcher  &:  Rachell  his  wife 
Plaintiffs  against  Christopher  Stone,  esq.,  Mary  Leader  &  George  Pollard  Defend¬ 
ants:  Henry  Drake  sworn  20  June  1605. 

John  Trott  &  Ellen  his  wife  late  father  &  mother  of  said  Rachel,  plaintiff. 
John  Arthur,  deceased,  late  husband  of  said  Rachel.  George  Trott  deceased, 
brother  of  said  John. 

Said  John  Trott  owned  term  in  Ford  Mill  in  Chardstock,  Dorset  for  40  years, 
from  death  of  said  George  Trott  who  had  an  estate  therein  for  life.  John  Trott 
by  Will  left  his  interest  in  Mill  to  Ellen  his  wife  8c  to  said  Complt.  Rachell  8: 
made  them  his  exors.,  who  proved  his  Will  8c  bought  the  interest  of  said  Geo.  Trott. 
Said  Ellen  made  her  Will  8c  gave  all  her  estate  to  said  Rachell  her  extrix.  who 
proved  the  Will.  John  Arthur  being  likely  to  prove  an  unthrifty  husband,  Rachel 
made  over  her  estate  to  friends  in  trust  viz:  To  her  sister  Mary  Leeder  then  wife 
of  Anthony  Leeder  on  trust  for  her  if  she  died  with  issue  but,  if  without  issue,  same 
then  for  Mary  Leeder.  Said  John  Arthur  after  marriage  with  Rachel  consumed 
all  her  stock. 

Henry  Drake’s  Deposition  states  that  he  did  not  know  George  Trott.  Knew 
Rachel  by  frequenting  her  father’s  house,  Rachel  being  in  Ireland.  Said  Mary 
Leader  filed  her  bill  in  Chancery  against  Stone,  (etc.). 

It  is  established  by  the  Visitation  of  Surrey  1623,  that  our  Henry  Drake,  Senior,  (who 
came  from  Dorset,  to  London,  when  a  young  man  sometime  in  the  1570’s),  married,  about 
the  year  1582,  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  Lee  of  Maidstone  in  Kent.  That  upon  their 
marriage  they  became  domiciled  in  the  parish  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  in  the  Strand,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  (now  in  the  county  of  London  and  city  of  Westminster),  the  parish 
church  of  which  is  still  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  an  hundred  yards  west  from 
Chancery  Lane;  and  that  they  became  communicants  of  that  church,  is  evidenced  by  the 
following  records  therein  of  the  baptisms  of  their  children,  namely: 
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[Certificate  of  Baptism  —  Certified  Copy]. 

“Baptism  Solemnized  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Clement  Danes  in  the  County  of  Middle¬ 
sex  in  the  year  One  Thousand  five  Hundred  and  Eighty  three. 


When  Baptized. 

Child’s  Christian  Name. 

Parents’  Names. 

Christian.  Surname. 

CJ1 

00 

oo 

Richard 

Henry  Drake 

28ti>. 

April 

The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Baptismal  Register  of  the  Parish  aforesaid, 
extracted  this  2nd.  day  of  July  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty: 

By  me,  W.  Pennington  Bickford 
(STAMP)  Rector.” 


[Certificate  of  Baptism  —  Certified  Copy]. 

“Baptism  Solemnized  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Clement  Danes  in  the  County  of  Middle¬ 
sex  in  the  year  One  Thusand  five  Hundred  and  Eighty  five: 


When  Baptized. 

Child’s  Christian  Name. 

Parents’  Names. 

Christian.  Surname. 

1585 

May 

Edward 

Harry  Drake 

23d 

[Henry] 

The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Baptismal  Register  of  the  Parish  aforesaid, 
extracted  this  2nd.  day  of  July  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty. 

By  me,  W.  Pennington  Bickford 
(STAMP)  Rector.” 


[Certificate  of  Baptism  —  Certified  Copy]. 

“Baptism  Solemnized  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Clement  Danes  in  the  County  of  Middle¬ 
sex  in  the  year  One  Thousand  five  Hundred  and  Eighty  seven  —  Eight. 


When  Baptized. 

Child’s  Christian  Name. 

Parents’  Names. 

Christian.  Surname. 

1587/8 

Elizabeth 

Harry  Drake 

Jan: 

[Henry] 

!9 

The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Baptismal  Register  of  the  Parish  aforesaid, 
extracted  this  2nd.  day  of  July  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty. 


(STAMP) 


By  me,  W.  Pennington  Bickford 

Rector.” 
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[Certificate  of  Baptism  —  Certified  Copy]. 

“Baptism  Solemnized  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Clement  Danes  in  the  County  of  Middle¬ 
sex  in  the  year  One  Thousand  five  Hundred  and  Eighty  Eight  —  Nine. 


When  Baptized. 

Child’s  Christian  Name. 

Parents’  Names. 

Christian.  Surname. 

1588/9. 

Mary 

Henry  Drake 

Jan. 

29- 

The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Baptismal  Register  of  the  Parish  aforesaid, 
extracted  this  2nd.  day  of  July  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty. 

By  me,  W.  Pennington  Bickford 
(STAMP)  "  Rector.” 


[Certificate  of  Baptism  —  Certified  Copy]. 

“Baptism  Solemnized  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Clement  Danes  in  the  County  of  Middle¬ 
sex  in  the  year  One  Thousand  five  Hundred  and  ninety  one. 


When  Baptized. 

Child’s  Christian  Name. 

Parents’  Names. 

Christian. 

Surname. 

1 59 1  • 

JulY  4- 

Robert 

Henry 

Drake 

The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Baptismal  Register  of  the  Parish  aforesaid, 
extracted  this  2nd.  day  of  July  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty. 

By  me,  W.  Pennington  Bickford 
(STAMP)  Rector.” 


[Certificate  of  Baptism  —  Certified  Copy]. 

“Baptism  Solemnized  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Clement  Danes  in  the  County  of  Middle¬ 
sex  in  the  year  One  Thousand  five  Hundred  and  ninety  four. 


When  Baptized. 

Child’s  Christian  Name. 

Parents’  Names. 

Christian. 

Surname. 

1594- 

Henry 

Henry 

Drake 

Nov. 

3rd- 

The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Baptismal  Register  of  the  Parish  aforesaid, 
extracted  this  2nd.  day  of  July  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty. 


(STAMP) 


By  me,  JV.  Pennington  Bickford 

Rector.” 
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[Certificate  of  Baptism  —  Certified  Copy]. 

“Baptism  Solemnized  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Clement  Danes  in  the  County  of  Middle¬ 
sex  in  the  year  One  Thousand  five  Hundred  and  ninety  six. 

When  Baptized.  Child’s  Christian  Name.  Parents’  Names. 

Christian.  Surname. 

1596  John  Henry  Drake 

July 

2  ist. 

The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Baptismal  Register  of  the  Parish  aforesaid, 
extracted  this  2nd.  day  of  July  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  thirty. 

By  me,  IV.  Pennington  Bickford 
(STAMP)  1  Rector.’’ 

From  this  evidence  one  may  observe  the  singular  and  significant  fact  that,  in  our  con¬ 
viction,  Henry  Drake  named  his  first  son  Richard  (who  afterward  died  young)  for  his  wife’s 
father,  Richard  Lee,  Esqr.  (who  bore  the  Christian  name  of  Richard  in  remembrance  of  his 
illustrious  forebear.  Sir  Richard  Lee,  Knight,  twice  Lord  Mayor  of  London);  that  Henry 
Drake  named  his  second  son  Edward  for  his  brother  Edward  Drake;  that  Henry  Drake 
named  his  first  daughter  Elizabeth  for  Henry’s  mother,  Elizabeth  of  Wambrook  in  Dorset; 
that  Henry  Drake  named  his  second  daughter  Mary  for  her  mother,  Mary  (Lee)  Drake;  that 
Henry  Drake  named  his  third  son  Robert  for  his  near  kinsman,  Rev.  Sir  Robert  Drake,  of 
Winsham,  Clerk,  who  made  Henry’s  father  his  chief  heir;  that  Henry  Drake  named  his 
fourth  son  Henry  for  himself;  and  that  he  named  his  last  son  John  for  his  (Henry’s)  father 
John  Drake  of  Wambrook  in  Dorset.  These  facts  impress  us  as  not  being  unrelated  coinci¬ 
dences.  They  mean  close  relationship  by  blood. 

We  would  add  some  particulars  about  this  Henry  Drake,  Senior.  It  is  stated  in  the 
recently  published  Victoria  County  History  of  Surrey ,  (3-237)  that  in  the  parish  church  of 
Reigate,  Surrey,  “There  was  an  inscription  in  the  church,  now  covered  by  seats,  to  Henry 
Drake  of  Frenches’’,  —  the  name  of  his  manorial  seat  in  Reigate.  We  have  found  the  inscrip¬ 
tion.  It  is  on  a  tablet  of  brass  in  the  floor  in  front  of  the  altar  step  and  reads: 

“Heare  lyeth  the  bodye  of  Henry  Drake  late  of  Frenches,  Esq.  who  marryed 
Marye  Lea  the  daughter  of  Rich:  Lea  of  Maidstone  in  the  countie  of  Kent,  Esq. 
by  whom  hee  had  Fower  sones  &  Two  daughters,  viz:  Edward,  Henry,  John  &: 
Robert  and  Elizabeth  that  married  W.  James  Morley,  Esq.  and  Marye  that 
married  Thomas  Posthumous  Diggs,  Esq.  Obijt.  utimo  Decembris  Anno  Dmi 
lfiog.” 

This  is  also  found  in  Manning  and  Bray’s  History  of  Surrey,  Vol.  I,  p.  315  and  the 
compiler  saw  the  tomb  of  Henry  Drake  embedded  in  the  chancel  directly  in  front  of  the 
altar,  which  included  his  arms  and  the  names  of  his  children,  among  them  Robert. 

In  the  History  of  Surrey  by  Manning  and  Bray,  Vol.  I,  p.  310,  published  in  London 
1804,  will  be  found  the  following  regarding  the  Drake  family: 

“FRENCHES. 

“I11  the  hamlet  of  Wiggey,  and  within  this  district  of  Linkfield,  is  a  capital 
Mansion  called  Frenches,  from  the  earliest  account  of  which,  that  1  have  met  with. 
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it  appears  that  Henry  Drake  (of  a  family  of  that  name  situated  at  Ash  near  Axmin- 
ster  in  Devonshire,  whereof  John  was  created  a  Baronet  31  Aug.  1660,  but  whose 
title  became  extinct  on  the  death  of  Sir  William,  in  October,  1773)  purchased  it 
of  Charles  Fingleton  by  the  name  of  the  Maner,  capital  Messuage  and  farm  of 
Frenches  in  Reygate  and  Gatton,  holden  of  the  maner  of  Reygate  by  fealty,  suit 
of  Court,  and  24s.  annual  rent.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard  Lea,  Esq. 
of  Maidstone  in  Kent;  and,  dying  31  Dec.  1609,  left  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
as  in  the  following  pedigree. 


Henry  Drake, 
m.  Mary,  da.  of  Rich.  Lea, 
di.  31  Dec.  1609. 


Edward,  m.  Henry.  John.  Robert,  of  Elizabeth,  m.  Mary,  m. 
Mary,  da.  of  Merstham,  m.  James  Morley,  Thomas 

William  Joan,  da.  of  of  Co.  York.  Posthumus 

Thornhill.  .  Digges,  of 

d.  Gawton  of  Reygate. 

Merstham. 


Edward, 
born,  1615. 

Edward,  his  eldest  son,  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  at  the  death  of  his  father; 
and  married  Mary  daughter  of  William  Thornhill,  of  the  county  of  Derby;  by 
whom  he  had  a  son  Edward,  born  in  1615.” 

[Manning  and  Bray’s  History  of  Surrey,  Vol.  I,  p.  313]. 

“CHURCH. 

“The  Church  of  Reygate  (which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  is 
situated  at  the  very  extremity  of  the  Town,  eastward)  is  constructed  of  better 
materials  than  the  generality  of  these  buildings  throughout  the  County;  being  of 
squared  Chalk  or  Limestone,  probably  bom  the  neighbouring  quarries.  It  hath 
its  North  and  South  ailes,  extended  through  the  Chancel  nearly  to  the  East  end 
of  the  Nave:  and,  at  the  West  end,  an  embattled  Tower  of  hewn  stone;  slender, 
but  of  a  reasonably  good  height,  double  buttressed,  and  containing  eight  bells.” 

[Manning  and  Bray’s  History  of  Surrey,  Vol.  I,  p.  315]. 

“MONUMENTAL  INSCRIPTIONS. 

“8.  On  another  [Marble],  near  the  Pulpit  also: 

“Heare  lyeth  the  body  of  Henry  Drake,  late  of  Frenches,  Esq.  who  marryed 
Mary  Lea,  the  daughter  of  Richard  Lea  of  Maidstone,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  Esq. 
by  whom  he  had  fower  Sonnes,  and  two  daughters;  viz.  Edward,  Henry,  John, 
and  Robert;  and  Elizabeth  that  married  with  James  Morley,  Esq.  and  Marye,  that 
married  Thomas  Posthumus  Diggs,  Esq.  Obiit  ultimo  Decembris,  Anno  Domini 
1609.” 

“This  is  copied  from  Aubrey,  the  gravestone  being  now  removed,  or  covered 
with  the  Pews.” 
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[Manning  and  Bray’s  History  of  Surrey,  Vol.  I,  p.  320]. 

“Under  the  Chancel  is  a  large  Vault  belonging  to  the  Maner  of  the  Priory,  and  made 
by  the  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham,  the  first  Grantee  of  that  Estate;  in  which  are  buried 
many  of  that  family.” 

There  is  now  no  other  inscription  to  a  Drake  in  either  that  church  or  in  its  churchyard. 
The  letters  of  administration  on  the  intestate  estate  of  this  Henry  Drake  were  issued  to  his 
relict,  Mary  (Lee)  Drake,  on  January  2,  1609-10,  two  days  after  his  death  (or  burial)  by  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury.  As  Henry  Drake  died  seized  of  lands  and  houses  in  the 
county  of  Surrey,  of  much  value,  and  left  minor  children,  and  there  being  no  will,  his  estate 
became  subject  to  an  Inquisition  Post  Mortem  by  the  King’s  Escheator  for  the  county  of 
Surrey.  This  escheator  summoned  a  jury  to  investigate,  which  returned  the  following  report: 

[Public  Record  Office,  London  —  Chancery  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem,  Surrey, 
Series  II  314-126]. 

Inquisition  taken  at  Southwark  co.  Surrey  9  March  7  Jas.  I  ( 1609-10 )  before 
Thomas  Jordan  esq.  King’s  Escheator  for  sd.  county,  after  death  of  Henry  Drake 
gent.  dec.  by  oath  of  Edw.  Pelford,  Gregory  Fracklyn,  Francis  Terrey,  Thomas 
Hopkyns,  Henry  Hawke,  Thomas  Edge,  John  Payne,  George  Ethersoll,  Hugh 
Edwards,  John  Hamon,  John  Wright,  John  Peacocke,  Jasper  Creamer  &  John 
Gamadge  who  say  that  sd  Henry  Drake  gent,  at  his  death  8c  long  before  was  seised 
in  fee  of  the  manor,  Capital  Messuage  8c  Farm  of  Frenches  in  Reigate  &  Gatton  in 
sd.  co.  obtained  (perquisit)  by  sd.  H.  D.  in  fee  of  Charles  Tingelden  gent.  Sd.  H.  D. 
was  also  seised  of  various  closes  of  land  called  the  Heathes  (20  acres)  in  Reigate 
obtained  by  sd.  H.  D.  in  fee  of  John  Britt.  He  was  also  seised  of  woodlands  called 
Combers  Charte  with  windmill  (19  acres)  8c  other  fields  called  Little  Pitt  Field, 
Great  Pitt  Field  and  Little  Field  adjacent  to  sd.  woodland  (7  acres)  in  Reigate 
obtained  by  sd.  H.  D.  in  fee  of  Charles  Gylmyn  gent.  Sd.  H.  D.  was  seised  in  fee 
of  half  the  manor  of  Hathersham  als.  Haddersham  in  Nuttfeilde  Burstowe  als 
B— stowe  [faint]  Horne  8c  Reigate  in  sd.  co.  obtained  by  sd.  H.  D.  8c  Charles  Evans 
of  Thomas  Palmer  knight  8:  Dame  Alice  then  his  wife,  Richard  Elyott  8c  Thomas 
Elyott  gentlemen.  Sd.  H.  D.  was  seised  in  fee  of  house  &  closes  of  land  (36  acres) 
now  in  tenure  of  Benjamin  Heaver,  in  Horley  in  sd.  co.  obtained  by  sd.  IT  Drake 
in  fee  of  Richard  Payne  8c  Thomas  Payne  his  son  8c  was  also  seised  of  120  acres  of 
lands  in  Horley  afscl.,  obtained  by  him  in  fee  of  Richard  Bowricke  8c  Benjamin 
Bowricke  his  son.  Sd.  Manor  of  Frenches  were  held  of  Charles  Earl  of  Nottingham 
as  of  his  manor  of  Reigate  by  fealty  &  rent  of  24/-  a  year  8c  is  worth  yearly  30/-. 
The  20  acres  in  Reigate  bought  of  John  Britt  are  held  of  George  Hussey  gent,  as 
of  his  manor  of  Redston  in  sd.  co.  by  fealty  8c  yearly  rent  of  i2d.  8c  are  worth  y4 
a  year.  The  26  acres  in  Reigate  bought  of  sd.  C.  Gylwyn  are  held  of  sd.  George 
Hussey  gent,  as  of  his  sd.  manor  of  Redston  by  fealty  8c  i8d.  yearly  rent  8c  are 
worth  y4  yearly.  Sd.  half  Manor  of  Haddersham  8c  the  rest  of  the  Manor  are  held 
of  Henry  Best  8c  [blank]  Gawton  as  of  their  Manor  of  Nuttfeilde  sd.  co.  by  fealty 
8c  23/-  yearly  rent  8c  is  worth  yearly  13/4.  The  house  8c  36  acres  in  Horley  are  held 
of  William  Mountson  knight  as  of  his  manor  of  Kinnersley  in  sd.  co.  by  fealty  8c 
5/-  yearly  rent  8c  the  36  other  acres  are  held  of  the  Master  8c  Governors  of  Christs 
Hospital,  London  as  of  their  Manor  of  Horley  by  fealty  8c  i2d.  yearly  rent  8c  is 
worth  5/4  yearly.  Part  of  the  120  acres  in  Horley  bought  of  Bonwicks  [?]  are  held 
of  Francis  Carowe  knight  as  of  his  manor  of  Beddington  sd.  co.  by  fealty  8c  5/3 
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yearly  rent  8c  the  rest  of  the  120  acres  is  held  of  Christs  Hospital  afsd.  as  of  their 
Manor  of  Horley  by  fealty  8c  2od.  yearly  rent  8c  are  worth  10/-  yearly.  Sd.  H.  Drake 
had  no  other  lands.  He  died  last  [5/]  day  of  Dec.  7  Jas.  I  [i6ogi\.  Edward  Drake 
gent,  is  son  &  next  heir  8c  was  at  death  of  sd.  H.  D.  aged  22  years  8c  more. 

As  three  of  the  sons,  Henry,  Jr.,  John  and  Robert  were  minors  at  the  time  of  the  demise 
of  their  father,  a  description  of  the  estate  similar  to  the  foregoing  inquisition  was  filed  in 
the  Court  of  Wards,  number  34-186.  [Public  Record  Office,  London]. 

The  assertion  made  on  February  7,  1622,  in  the  said  son  John  Drake’s  proceeding  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery  [D. 58-27],  that  his  eldest  brother,  Edward  Drake,  burnt  the  will  of 
their  father,  Henry  Drake,  Esq.,  to  prevent  it  being  probated,  may  or  may  not  be  true;  but 
the  present  absence  of  such  a  will  is  a  loss  to  us,  for  it,  logically  enough,  if  made,  would  have 
referred  to  the  said  Henry’s  property  at  Wambrook  in  Dorset,  and  indicated  whether  his 
mother  was  alive  when  he  made  such  a  will,  and  told  us  more  about  his  sister  Eleanor.  The 
charge  against  Edward  was  not  disproved  in  the  trial  of  the  suit  brought  by  John:  Edward 
ignored  it.  That  Edward,  as  the  eldest  son,  was  grasping  and  intent  upon  doing  as  he 
pleased  with  his  father’s  estate  is  proved  clearly  by  his  own  mother’s  suit  against  him  to  get 
her  own  rights  in  the  estate  of  her  husband. 

Various  records  instancing  the  fact  of  the  success  accomplished  by  Henry  Drake,  in 
restoring  what  seems  to  have  been  a  temporary  decline  in  the  fortunes  of  his  immediate 
forebears  (who  were  of  a  younger  son  branch  from  John  and  Margaret  (Cole)  Drake  of  Ashe) 
may  be  given  at  this  time.  The  items  are  given  chronologically: 

[Public  Record  Office,  London  —  Patent  Roll  —  1244]. 

Abstract  —  Henry  Drake  1583-4. 

The  Queen  etc.  to  all  etc.  whereas  we  by  our  letters  patent  dat.  12  June  21 
of  our  reign  [1579]  granted  to  Henry  Smyth  tenemt.  called  the  Dynes  8:  lands  (50 
acres)  in  pish,  of  Maidstone  co.  Kent,  parcel  of  our  manor  of  Maidstone  late 
granted  to  Reginald  Cardinal  Pole  for  his  life  8:  a  year  after  his  death  reserving 
woods  etc.  mines  etc.  from  the  Annunciation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  then 
last  (1578)  for  21  years  at  £8-13-4  a  year,  all  which— rest  of  said  W.  Smyth, 
Henry  Drake  one  of  the  cursitors  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  obtained  to  the  end 
that  other  letters  patent  should  be  issued  to  him  the  said  Henry  Drake  8:  Mary 
his  wife  8:  to  Richard  Drake  their  son  for  their  lives  8c  the  life  ol  the  longer  liver 
which  surrender  we  accept,  know  therefore  that  we  for  £8-13-4  granted  to 
said  Henry  Drake  said  tenmt.  called  the  Dynes  8c  lands  (50  acres)  for  term  of  his 
life  with  remainder  to  said  Mary  for  her  life,  with  remainder  to  said  Richard 
Drake  for  life  at  £8-13-4  a  year  —  Dated  24  Feb.  26  Eliz.  [1583-4]. 

(The  son  Richard  Drake  named  herein,  was  an  infant  at  the  time  of  this  patent  to  his 
father,  and  died  not  long  thereafter). 

[Public  Record  Office,  London  —  Patent  Roll  —  1278]. 

Abstract  —  Henry  Drake  1586  — Sept. 

The  Queen  etc.  to  all  etc.  Know  ye  that  we  for  26/8  have  granted  license  to 
Francis  Phillipps  als.  Capper  8c  Elizabeth  his  wife  8c  John  Frye  8c  Susan  his  wife 
to  alien  the  messuage  called  the  Sarysons  hed  in  a  lane  called  Carter  Lane  in  pish. 
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of  the  Blessed  Mary  Magdalene  in  or  near  Olde  Fyshestreete,  London,  late  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Monastery  of  Newarke  in  com.  Surrey  now  dissolved  late  in  tenure  of 
Thomas  Wilson  8c  now  held  of  us  in  chief,  to  Henry  Drake  one  of  the  Cursitors  of 
our  Court  of  Chancery,  in  fee.  Dated  2  Sept.  28  Eliz.  [1586]. 

[Public  Record  Office,  London  —  Close  Roll  1251]. 

Abstract  —  Henry  Drake  1586  —  Oct. 

This  Indenture  made  /  Oct.  28  Eliz.  [1786]  between  Francis  Fillips  als. 
Capper  of  Boddington  co.  Oxford  merchant  of  the  staple,  Elizabeth  his  wife  one 
of  the  daurs.  &  coheirs  of  Thomas  Wilson  dec.  citizen  Rc  blacksmith  of  London  8c 
John  Frye  of  Wolston  co.  Clone,  gent.  8:  Susan  his  wife  the  other  daur.  8c  coheir 
of  sd.  T.  Wilson  of  the  one  part  8c  Henry  Drake  of  pish,  of  St.  Clement  Danes  co. 
Middx,  of  the  other  part  Witnesseth  that  sd.  Francis  Phillips  and  wife  Elizabeth 
8c  John  Frye  and  wife  Susan  for  £422  pd.  by  said  Henry  Drake  sell  to  sd.  Henry 
Drake  in  fee  capital  messe.  called  the  Saresen’s  hedd  in  Carter  Lane  in  pish,  of 
St.  Mary  Magdalene  Old  Fish  Street  London  sometime  parcel  of  the  possessions 
of  the  late  dissolved  monastery  of  Newark  co.  Surrey  &  all  shops  etc.,  late  in 
tenure  of  said  T.  Wilson,  to  said  Henry  Drake  in  fee,  subject  to  a  lease  to  Edmond 
Watson  by  said  first  parties  dated  20  Feb.,  last  (1585-6)  for  21  years  from  Annun¬ 
ciation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  then  next  (1586)  8c  another  lease  of  one  shop 
parcel  of  premises  made  to  Raffe  Lee  &  Cicile  his  wife  by  sd.  T.  Wilson  for  28 
years. 

[Public  Record  Olhcc,  London  —  Close  Roll  1289]. 

Abstract  —  Henry  Drake  1587. 

This  Indenture  dated  7  Dec.  30  Eliz.  (1587)  between  Charles  Broughton  of 
pish,  of  St.  Saviour  Southwark  co.  Surrey  gent.  8c  Margery  his  ivife  late  wife  of 
Brians  Echus  of  pish,  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  Middx,  taylor  8:  John  Echus  son  8c 
heir  of  said  Brian  Echus  of  the  one  part  8c  Henry  Drake  of  St.  Clement  Danes 
aforesaid  co.  Middx.  Gent.  8c  Henry  Starkey  of  St.  Clement  Danes  aforesaid  lock¬ 
smith  of  the  other  part.  Witnesseth  that  said  Charles,  Mary  8c  John  for  certain 
sum  of  money  paid  by  said  Henry  Drake  sell  to  said  Henry  Drake  8c  Henry  Starkey 
8c  heirs  of  said  Henry  Drake  two  tenmts.  in  pish,  of  St.  Clement  Danes  aforesaid 
over  against  St.  Clements  church  there  now  in  occupon.  of  Christopher  Humfrey 
8c  Adam  Wright  glover  8:  sometime  in  tenures  of  sd.  Brian  Echus,  Adam  Wright  8c 
of  one  Robert  Moughan  casemaker  8:  adjoining  to  tenmt.  wherein  John  Newsham 
clockmaker  now  dwelleth  East  part  8c  to  tenmt.  wherein  Thomas  Johnson  barber 
now  dwelleth  on  West  part  8c  abutting  on  the  Queens  Highway  called  the  St rete 
there  on  North  part  8c  extending  to  a  way  or  alley  leading  to  a  tenmt.  sometime 
in  tenure  of  Thomas  Tedder  on  South  part,  which  said  two  tenmts.  sometime 
were  one  tenmt.  8:  contain  from  Queens  Highway  called  the  Strete  southward 
66  foot  8c  in  breadth  from  Newsham’s  tenmt.  on  East  to  Johnson’s  tenmt.  on  West 
28  foot  2  inches,  also  two  gardens  on  West  side  of  Milford  Lane  in  St.  Clement 
Danes  afsd.  in  tenures  of  said  A.  Wright  8c  C.  Humfrey  bounded  with  house  8c 
wall  of  the  Erie  of  Arroundell  on  West  part,  one  garden  in  tenure  of  Thomas 
Jackson  on  South  part,  tenmt.  of  John  Cely  in  tenure  of  Walter  Bricket  8;  the 
parsonage  house  or  the  parsonage  grounds  of  pish,  of  St.  Clement  Danes  there 
on  the  East  8:  a  garden  in  tenure  of  John  Grene  baker  on  North  part  (subject  to  a 
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lease  of  one  of  the  tenmts.  in  tenure  of  said  A.  Wright  granted  by  Wm.  Torris  to 
said  A.  W.  for  16  yrs.  from  the  Nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  last  yet  enduring 
at  4d.  yearly  rent  &  another  lease  of  same  tenmt.  made  by  said  Charles,  Mary  8c 
John  to  William  Scott  for  40  years  from  St.  John  the  Baptist  1603  at  £4  yearly 
rent  8c  another  lease  of  the  other  house  8c  sd.  gardens  made  by  sd.  Charles,  Mary 
&  John  to  sd.  C.  Humfrey  dat.  8  Aug.  27  Eliz.  (1585)  for  60  years  from  St.  John 
the  Baptist,  then  last. 

[Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  London,  register  Harrington,  folio  37].  Ab¬ 
stract  of  will,  which  was  contested  and  then  disallowed  by  the  Court  as  not  admis¬ 
sible  to  probate: 

Thomas  Frauncis  of  pish,  of  St.  Mary  Colchurch,  London.  Will  dat.  4  May 
1592.  To  be  buried  in  pish,  church  of  St.  Clement  Danes  if  I  die  in  said  pish.  To 
my  cousin  Jane  Harte  £20  at  marriage  or  21.  To  my  manservant  John  Wallys  £20 
in  discharge  of  a  £20  bond  whereof  £5  are  already  paid.  To  my  cousin  Jane  Rowlf 
£10.  To  my  Kinsman  Francis  Harte  £10.  To  my  wife  Anne  Frauncis  so  much 
money  out  of  my  lands  as  with  her  jointure  will  amount  to  £100  a  year  besides 
her  living  during  widowhood.  Rest  of  goods  to  my  son  Edward  Frauncis,  exor.,  to 
have  custody  of  same  during  son’s  minority.  Lands  to  my  son  8c  heir  Edward 
Frauncis  in  fee.  My  brother  in  law  Henry  Drake  gent,  to  be  exor.  8c  to  him  £5  a 
year  during  nonage  of  sd.  son.  Sealed;  not  signed  &  no  witnesses.  [As  Henry  Drake 
married  Mary  Lee,  it  must  have  been  his  sister,  Eleanor,  who  married  Thomas 
Frauncis]. 

Proved  18  May  1592  by  the  proctor  of  Henry  Drake  the  exor.  Secundo  Ediuardi 
1598  lata  Sentenlia  pro  nul-litate  istius  testamenti. 

[Register  Lewin  9]: 

Action  on  Will  of  Thomas  Frauncis  late  of  Wickham  in  pish  of  Lidd  co. 
Kent  betw.  Anne  Frauncis  relict  of  dec’d.  plff.  8c  Henry  Drake  the  exor.  of  a 
pretensed  Will,  deft.  Sentence  of  revocation  of  above  probate  8c  that  said  Thomas 
Frauncis  died  intestate.  Dated  22  Nov.  1598. 

[Public  Record  Office,  London  —  Close  Roll  1481]. 

Abstract  —  Henry  Drake  1 593. 

This  Indenture  made  5  Feb.  3d  Eliz.  (1593-4)  betw.  John  Echus  of  South¬ 
wark  co.  Surrey  taylei ,  of  the  one  part  8c  Henry  Drake  of  St.  Clement  Danes  Middx, 
gent,  of  the  other  part  Witnesseth  that  sd.  John  Echus  for  £24  sells  to  said  Henry 
Drake  messe  in  said  pish  of  St.  Clement  Danes,  shops  etc.  in  tenure  of  Christopher 
Humfrey  and  a  garden  on  west  side  of  Milford  lane  in  St.  Clement  Danes  afsd. 
in  use  of  Adam  Wright  &:  another  garden  on  west  of  Milford  Lane  in  tenure  of  said 
C.  Humfry,  adjoining  mansion  house  of  Earl  of  Arundell  of  West  Parsonage 
House  on  East  to  sd.  Henry  Drake  in  fee. 

[Public  Record  Office,  London  —  Chancery  Proceedings,  Elizabeth  SS.  11-40]. 
Abstract: 

3  June  1595.  Robert  Stone  Orator  sheweth  that  whereas  Thomas  Frauncis 
late  of  London  gent,  dec’d  by  deed  poll  dated  6  Apr.  33  Eliz.  (1591)  conveyed  to 
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Edward  Virgin  of  Beaksbourn,  Kent,  yeoman,  in  fee,  arable  lands  etc.  at  Somer- 
feld  R;  Apshill  in  pish,  of  Woodnesburrow  near  Sandwich,  Kent,  (ifii£  acres) 
redeemable  on  payment  of  £92  viz.  at  time  of  sealing  £20  on  12  Apr.  1592  at 
house  of  Edward  Sturgeons  (?)  in  Hamwold  co.  Kent  £25,  &  on  12  Apr.  1593  simi¬ 
larly  £24,  &  on  12  Apr.  1594  similarly  £22.  £20  duly  paid  &  after  that  sd.  Thomas 
Frauncis  made  Henry  Drake  gent,  his  exor.  &  died,  his  son  R:  heir  being  very 
young.  Since  his  death  there  has  been  paid  to  said  Henry  Drake  by  said  Edward 
Virgin  on  12  Apr.  1592,  £26,  R:  on  12  Apr.  1593,  £24.  Receipts  endorsed  on  deed. 
After  that  said  Edward  Virgin  died  &  Richard  Virgin  his  son  &  heir,  to  whom 
said  lands  descended,  on  12  Apr.  1594  tendered  at  Sturgeon’s  house  £22,  the 
last  payment,  but  neither  Henry  Drake  the  exor,  nor  the  heir  of  said  Thomas 
Frauncis  was  at  said  place  then  to  receive  same.  Since  said  Richard  Virgin  for 
great  sum  paid  by  orator  hath  conveyed  sd.  lands  [Bill  torn].  Orator  desires  Henry 
Drake  to  accept  said  £22  R:  make  acquittance,  but  he  refuses  to  do  so,  till  heir  of 
said  Thomas  Frauncis  be  of  age,  when  witnesses  to  said  tender  may  be  dead.  Writ 
of  Subpoena  therefore  against  said  Henry  Drake. 

21  June  1595.  Answer  of  Henry  Drake  gent.  deft.  Admits  particulars  of 
mortgage  8c  payment  of  £20  at  sealing  8c  £26  in  1592  &  £24  more  in  1593  8c  receipt 
in  defendants  hand-writing.  On  12  Apr.  1594,  said  Deft,  was  not  at  Sturgeon’s 
house  8c  orator  may  have  tendered  final  £22  8c  defendant  so  believes  but  as,  if 
tender  was  not  made,  benefit  thereof  is  to  be  taken  by  heir  of  said  Thomas  Frauncis 
which  defendant  would  have  regard  unto  in  order  to  let  orator  make  proof  of 
such  tender;  if  he  does  so  defendant  is  willing  to  join  with  orator  concerning  the 
matters  in  said  bill,  towards  performance  of  terms  of  Will  of  said  Thomas  Frauncis. 

[Manning  8c  Bray’s  History  of  Surrey ,  1,  310  under  Reygate]:  Frenches  in  hamlet 
of  Wiggey  R:  in  district  of  Linkfield  is  capital  messuage  of  Frenches;  also 
[Victoria  County  History  of  Surrey,  3,  237]: 

Frenches  in  1596  belonged  to  Nichs.  Pope  8c  his  wife  Mary  who  that  year  to 
Chas.  Tingilden  [Feet  of  Fines  Surrey  East  1596].  From  the  latter  it  was  shortly 
after  acquired  by  Henry  Drake  who  d.  seised  in  1609  8c  was  succ.  by  his  son  Edw. 
[Fines  1596  Michs.  Clar.  I  p.m.]. 

There  was  an  inscription  in  the  Church  now  covered  by  seats  to  Hy.  D.  of 
Frenches.  In  1630  Edward  Drake  sold  the  manor  to  Tim.  Cartwright.  Frenches 
Manor  was  subordinate  to  Reigate  Manor. 

[Public  Record  Office,  London  —  Close  Roll  1519]  Abstract: 

Indre.  dated  20  Feb.  38  Eliz.  (1393-6).  Henry  Drake  of  St.  Clement  Danes, 
London,  co.  Mid.  Gent,  and  Henry  Starkey  of  the  same.  Locksmith,  have  for  good 
causes  and  considerations  sold  and  by  this  Indenture  confirm  to  George  Etheridge 
Gent,  his  Heirs  and  assigns  all  that  garden  with  the  house  thereon  erected  now 
in  possession  of  the  said  George  in  the  said  parish  abutting  on  the  house  in  tenure 
of  Zachary  Lock,  gent,  and  the  said  George  on  the  east  and  of  the  house  late  of 
the  Earl  of  Arundell  on  the  west,  and  on  the  garden  late  of  Hugh  Bonnett  and 
Maddock  on  the  south,  and  all  that  garden  now  in  tenure  of  the  said  Zachary 
Lock  and  late  of  Christopher  Huinfrey  or  his  assigns  abutting  on  the  house  called 
the  Parsonage  House  on  the  east  and  the  house  late  of  the  Earl  of  Arundell  on  the 
west  and  on  the  said  garden  and  house  of  the  said  George  on  the  south,  and  on 


■ 


,  '  tfl  r 

.  -  i‘  ■  , 


180 


DRAKE 


the  garden  late  in  tenure  of  John  Greene  on  the  north,  with  all  houses  etc.  to  the 
said  two  gardens  belonging. 

[Public  Record  Office,  London  —  Patent  Roll,  1510]. 

Abstract:  Henry  Drake  1599. 

The  Queen  etc.  to  All  etc.  Know  ye  that  we  for  20/-  have  granted  license  to 
Henry  Drake  gent.  R;  Mary  Ii is  wife  to  alien  a  messuage  in  pish,  of  St.  Mary  Mag¬ 
dalene  in  London  held  of  us  in  chief,  to  Thomas  Maddock  gent,  in  fee.  Dated  1 
Sep.  41  Eliz.  (1599). 

[Public  Record  Office,  London  —  Close  Roll  1646]. 

Abstract: 

Indenture  dat.  30  Oct.  41  Eliz.  (1399)  between  Henry  Drake  of  Wyggye  in 
the  pishe  of  Rigate  co.  Surrey,  gent,  and  Thomas  Maddocke  of  London,  gent. 
Witnesseth  that  sd.  Henry  Drake  in  consideration  of  £360  sells  to  said  T.  M.  his 
heirs  and  assigns  the  capital  messuage  called  the  Sarisens  Hedd  in  Carter  Lane  in 
the  pish  of  St.  Mary  Magdelen  nere  Oldfish-streets  in  the  City  of  London,  some¬ 
time  parcell  of  the  possessions  of  the  Monastery  of  Newark  co.  Surrey  with  the 
appurts  now  or  late  in  tenure  of  Cuthbert  Fetherston  or  his  assigns.  Henry  Drake 
covenants  to  save  Thomas  Maddocke  harmless  from  all  sales  etc.  except  rent  and 
service  henceforth  due  to  the  Chief  Lord. 

[Public  Record  Office,  London  —  Close  Roll,  1733]. 

Abstract:  Henry  Drake  —  1601. 

This  Indre.  made  20  Nov.  44  Eliz.  (1601)  betw.  Richard  Bonnycke  of  Horley 
co.  Surrey  yeom.  8:  Benjamin  Bonnycke  of  the  Inner  Temple,  London,  gent,  his 
son  &  heir  app.  of  the  one  part  8c  Henry  Drake  of  Frenches  in  Rygate  co.  Surrey 
gent,  of  the  other  part  witnesseth  that  sd.  Bonnyckes  for  £800  sell  to  sd.  Henry 
Drake  in  fee  lands  etc.  with  barn  thereupon,  called  Ladye  Lands  als.  Sowtheland, 
60  acres,  in  tenure  of  sd.  R.  Bonnycke,  in  Horleyc  afsd.  only  having  a  way  leading 
from  Metre  Grene  towards  Heavers  Woods  through  or  between  some  parts  thereof, 
which  lands  sd.  R.  Bonnycke  lately  had  purchased  in  fee  of  George  Holmeden  & 
Jasper  Holmeden  of  Lingefeilde,  Surrey,  gentlemen,  who  had  purchased  same 
jointly  in  fee  together  with  Manor  of  Kynwarsley  8c  others  of  Edward  Moore  Esq. 
son  8c  heir  of  John  Moore  late  of  Crabbett  co.  Sussex,  Esq.  dec’d  as  in  an  Indre 
of  Bargain  8:  Sale  dated  22  June  26  Eliz.  (1584)  etc.  appears  to  which  the  sd.  John 
Moore  had  purclid.  in  fee  together  with  sd.  Manor  of  Kynwarsley  8c  others  of 
John  Cowper  Esq.  dec’d,  by  name  of  J.  Cowper  of  Inner  Temple  of  London  gent. 
8c  in  an  Indre  of  Bargain  8c  Sale  thereof  dated  30  Nov.  8  Eliz.  (1565)  inrolled  in 
Chancery  4  Dec.  following  appears.  Sd.  Bonnycke  also  sell  closes  called  Gydyards, 
two  acres,  Okefeild,  Byrcke  Croft  8:  Oxen  lease,  in  all  60  acres,  abutting  toward 
land  of  sd.  R.  Bonnycke  called  Bowrnero  land  8c  lands  of  one  Thomas  Payne  on 
South  towards  lands  of  the  Manor  of  Lodge  on  North  8c  East  upon  parcel  of  premises 
hereinbefore  sold  called  Lady  Lands  als  Sowtheland  on  the  West  now  used  with 
house  in  Horley  wherein  sd.  Bonnycke  dwells.  All  to  sd.  Henry  Drake  in  fee.  Sd. 
Bonnyckes  covenant  that  sd.  Richard  B.  8c  Johan  his  wife  8c  said  B.  B.  8c  Mary  his 
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wife  will  give  further  assurance.  Lands  not  held  of  Queen  in  capite.  viz.  Lady  lands 
held  of  Manor  of  Hurley  at  20  d  yearly  rent  &  rest  in  Socage. 

[Public  Record  Office,  London  —  Proceedings  in  Chancery,  2  Charles  I.  D.  58-27]. 
Abstract: 

7  Feb.  1622.  Orator  John  Drake,  of  Reigate  co.  Surrey,  Gent.  Whereas  Henry 
Drake  late  of  Frenches  in  the  pish,  of  Reigate,  dec'd  Pltf’s  late  father,  was  at  his 
death  seised  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee  amongst  divers  other  lands  of  great  annual 
value  of  and  in  the  Manor  of  Frenches  in  pish,  of  Reigate  and  other  messes,  etc., 
called  Water  Wyggye  all  of  which  are  of  the  value  of  £150  per  annum  and  3 
messuages  etc.,  in  the  pish  of  St.  Clement.  Danes,  London,  the  Manor  of  Wam- 
brooke  with  the  appurts  County  Somerset  (?)  R:  divers  other  messes,  etc  in  County 
Kent,  and  being  grieved  at  the  disobedience  of  Edward  Drake  his  eldest  son,  deter¬ 
mined  to  settle  all  the  said  Estate  upon  Henry  Drake,  Robert  Drake,  R:  Pltf.  his 
younger  sons,  and  about  14  years  ago  made  his  Will  &  devised  to  your  Orator  the 
Manor  of  Frenches  &  his  lands  in  Surrey  R:  said  Messes,  in  St.  Clement  Danes  & 
£150,  and  shortly  after  died.  In  his  sickness  the  said  Edward  Drake  obtained  his 
father’s  keys,  and  took  the  said  Will  and  burnt  it.  Shortly  after  the  death  of  the 
said  Henry  Drake  the  said  Edward  assured  to  Pltf.  the  three  houses  in  St.  Clement 
Danes  and  paid  £100,  part  of  the  said  £150,  but  refuses  the  remainder,  and  has 
obtained  possession  of  his  conveyance  of  the  said  houses  and  refuses  to  restore 
them  or  to  make  further  assurance,  and  has  converted  the  profits  of  Frenches  to 
his  own  use.  To  obtain  performance  of  the  Will  and  recovery  of  the  lands  etc.. 
Writ  asked  against  Edward  Drake. 

0 


[. Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  register  Tzoisse,  folio  33].  Abstract:  The  nun¬ 
cupative  will  of  Henry  Drake,  Junior. 

Henry  Drake  whiles  he  lived  of  Rygate  co.  Surrey,  gent.  Nuncupative  Will 
declared  about  a  week  before  his  death  which  was  on  1  Nov.  1647.  “Oratio  recta” 
“I  make  my  brother  &  sister”  meaning  John  D.  &  Mary  Drake  als.  Digges  (who 
were  present  in  the  room)  “my  exors”  Witns.  Thomas  Woodman,  Edward  Free¬ 
man  R:  others. 

Proved  18  Mar.  1645-6  by  John  Drake  one  of  the  exors.  Power  reserved  for  Mary 
Drake  als.  Diges  the  other  exor.  Proved  [blank]  (April  1646)  by  Mary  Drake  als. 
Digges  the  other  exor  [Probate  Act  Book  only,  last  page  of  month], 

[Public  Record  Office,  London  —  Proceedings  in  Chancery,  Charles  I,  E.  13-22]. 
Abstract: 

2  June  1647.  Orator  Jeremy  Eliues  of  Broxbourne  co.  Hertford  Esq.,  one 
of  the  Exors  of  Will  of  James  Metham  Gent,  dec’d.  Whereas  Edward  Drake  of 
Reigate  co.  Surrey  gent,  in  Feb.  1645,  preferred  his  Bill  against  Orator  pretending 
that  said  Edward  about  1630  lent  James  Morley  of  London,  Esq.,  Cuthbert  Morley, 
gent,  his  son  R:  heir  R :  Janies  Metham  citizen  and  Merchant  Taylor  of  London 
dec’d  £600,  who  by  their  Indenture  tripartite  made  between  them  of  the  one 
part  and  Mary  Drake,  mother  of  said  Edward,  dec’d,  of  other  [sic]  part  &  said 
Edward  of  third  part,  covenanted  to  pay  said  Mary  £48  a  year  for  life  and  then  to 
pay  to  said  Edward  £600.  This  has  been  paid  according  to  the  books  of  account. 
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The  writings  of  said  James  Metham  are  sequestered  8c  the  acquittances  which 
should  testify  the  payment  have  got  into  the  custody  of  Elizabeth  Morley,  widow, 
wife  of  said  James  Morley  or  of  John  Drake  brother  of  said  Edward,  who  refuse 
to  produce  same.  To  obtain  accounts  of  payments.  Writ  asked  against  Edward 
Drake,  John  Drake  8c  Elizabeth  Morley. 

25  Oct.  i6jy.  Answer  of  Edward  Drake  the  younger  to  Bill  of  Jeremy  Ellwayes 
Pltf.  That  Edward  Drake  of  Rigate  co.  Surrey,  gent.  Defts.  father  did  prefer  his 
Bill  as  mentioned.  Does  not  know  that  James  Morley,  Cuthbert  Morley  8c  James 
Metham  covenanted  with  Mary  Drake  and  Edward  Drake  Deft’s  grandmother 
and  father  to  pay  £48  per  annum  to  said  Mary  for  life  and  £600  to  sd.  Edward  at 
her  death.  Deft,  denies  that  the  monies  were  paid  by  said  James  Morley  in  his 
life  time.  Has  not  in  his  custody  nor  any  other  to  his  use  the  books  of  account. 
Deft,  did  receive  several  sums  of  money  as  interest  for  which  lie  gave  acquittances. 

[Proceeding  in  Chancery.  2  Charles  E  E.  12-4.].  Abstract: 

19  Jan.  16 47.  Answer  of  Edward  Drake  the  elder,  gent,  one  of  the  Defts.  to 
Bill  of  Jeremy  Elwes.  Deft,  preferred  his  Bill  as  is  mentioned.  Has  not  received 
the  money  except  £190.  Deft’s  mother  Mary  Drake  died  q\/2  years  since.  Has  no 
accounts. 

Thus  Mary  (Lee)  Drake  outlived  her  energetic  and  ambitious  husband,  Henry  Drake, 
Senior,  by  twenty-eight  years,  dying  in  1637.  Her  husband  died  in  1609,  in  his  sixty-third  year. 

Their  third  son  and  fifth  child,  Robert  Drake,  baptized  at  the  parish  church  of  St. 
Clement  Danes,  still  standing  in  the  Strand,  London,  on  July  4,  1591,  married,  at  Merstham, 
Surrey,  England,  June  6,  1622,  Joan  Gawton;  she  was  baptized  in  the  parish  church  of 
Merstham,  November  10,  1G07.  These  parents  and  their  children  emigrated  from  their 
English  home  in  1634  to  Accomack  County,  Virginia.  Many  are  their  living  descendants  in 
America  to  thorn  this  foregoing  account  my  prove  of  interest. 

Joan  (Gawton)  Drake,  widow,  married  (2)  Thomas  Hunt,  Mariner,  widower  of  Merst¬ 
ham,  Surrey,  who  was  then  living  in  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  and  left  issue:  Gawton  Hunt, 
who  lies  buried  in  the  Ayres  graveyard  in  Drake’s  Neck,  Thomas  Hunt,  Drake  Hunt  and 
Frances  Bibbye. 

This  is  the  will  of  Joan  (Gawton)  Drake  Hunt,  the  wife  of  Robert  Drake  and  mother 
of  Mary  Drake  who  married  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  and  grandmother  of  Mary  Hill  who  mar¬ 
ried  Master  Mariner  John  Ayres,  and  Patience  Hill  who  married  John  Drummond,  and 
Robert  Drake,  Jr.  who  married  Elizabeth  Starr. 

[Northampton  County,  Va.  —  Vol.  VII,  fob  63]. 

“IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AMEN,  The  twentieth  daye  of  January  in  ye 
yeare  of  our  Lord  God  1656.  I  Joane  LIunt,  spouse  to  Thomas  Hunt  Senr  of  ye 
County  of  Northampton  in  Virginia,  Gent,  deed;  being  sicke  in  body  but  of  good 
8c  pfect  memory  (thanks  bee  to  Almighty  God)  And  calling  to  remembrance  ye 
uncertaine  Estate  of  this  terrible  life  8c  that  all  flesh  must  yield  unto  death  (when 
it  shall  please  God  to  call)  Doe  make,  constitute,  ordayne  and  declare  this  my  last 
will  and  testament  in  mannr  and  forme  following,  revoakinge  by  these  presents  all 
8c  every  testanB  8c  testamts,  will  8c  wills  here  before  made  8c  delivered  either  by 
word,  or  by  wrightinge  8c  this  to  bee  taken  only  for  my  last  will  8c  testament  8c 
none  other;  And  first  beinge,  penitent  8c  sorry  from  ye  bottom  of  my  hearte  for 
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my  sinnes  past,  humbly  desiringe  forgiveness  for  ye  same;  I  give  8c  comitt  my 
soule  unto  Allmighty  God,  my  Savior  8c  Redeemer  in  whom  8c  by  the  meritt  of 
Jesus  Christ  I  trust  8c  believe  assuredly  to  bee  saved;  And  to  have  full  remission 
8c  forgiveness  for  my  sinnes;  And  yl  my  soule  with  my  body  on  ye  generall  daye 
of  resurrection  shall  rise  again  with  joye  8c  through  ye  merritte  of  Christ  death  8c 
passion,  possess  8c  inherit  ye  kingdome  of  Heaven,  purchased  for  his  Elect  8c 
chosen;  And  my  body  to  bee  buryed  in  such  place  (as  it  shall  please  my  Exec  to 
appoint)  And  nowe  for  settling  my  Temporal  1  Estate  (as  God  hath  bine  pleased 
to  bestowe  upon  me)  8c  to  paye  my  debts  in  convenient  tyme  after  my  decease  by 
my  executor. 

Item  I  give  to  my  daughter  Frances  Bibbye  all  my  marriage  clothes,  wollen 
&:  linninge  8c  my  weddinge  ringe  &  silver  Bodkin. 

Item  I  give  to  Thomas  Parramore  one  serge  suite,  and  to  Frances  Parramore 
one  yearling  Heyffer  Calfe. 

Item  To  my  grand  child  Mary  Hill  one  cow  calfe,  att  ye  springe  after  my 
decease;  And  to  Patience  Hill;  one  Cow  Calfe  att  ye  springe—  //  after  her/ 

Item  I  give  to  my  grandchild  Elizabeth  Bibby  one  mare  coulte  (when  it 
shall  please  God  that  my  sonne  Thomas  Hunt  doth  buy  a  mare)  The  sd  Elizabeth 
is  to  have  ye  second  mare  coulte  that  she  brings. 

Item  I  give  to  my  sonne  Drake’s  two  children  each  one  a  cowe  Calfe  two 
yeares  after  my  decease. 

Item  I  give  to  Mary  Becks  child  one  cowe  calfe  (when  ye  mother  of  ye  child 
is  free) 

Item  I  give  to  my  mayde  Ann  Dreyton  one  cowe  calfe  (when  she  is  free) 

Item  All  the  whole  estate  else,  howse,  moveables,  8c  Cattle  belongeth  to  my 
sonne  Thomas  Hunt  (only  these  small  things  abovemenconed)  hee  is  to  give  out 
of  it  this  being  my  last  will  and  intention. 

Witness  my  hand  ye  daye  above  written. 

“JOANE  HUNT” 

X  Signu. 

Signed  8c  delivered  in  ye  presence  of  us. 

Allexandr  Massed 

James  M.  Camwell 

Recordatr  Tertio  Die,  Marty  Ano  1656  by  Edm.  Matthews,  Clr.  Cur.” 

‘‘State  of  Virginia, 

County  of  Northampton,  to-wit: 

I,  Geo.  T.  Tyson,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  County  aforesaid,  do 
hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  will  is  a  true  and  correct  copy. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  6st  day  of  July,  A.  D.,  1928. 

“Geo.  T.  Tyson ”  Clerk.” 


I. 

II. 
Ill 

IV. 


Descent  from  John  Drake,  Esq.,  of  County  Devon,  England. 

Seventeen  Generations. 

John  Drake,  Esq.  married  Christian  Billet. 

John  Drake  of  Otterton  married  Christian  Antage. 

John  Drake  married  .  Crewes. 

John  Drake  of  Otterton  married  Agnes  Kailway  (Kelloway). 
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V.  Gilbert  Drake  married  . 

VI.  John  Drake  of  Wambrook  married  Elizabeth  . 

VII.  Henry  Drake  married  Mary  Lee.  See  Lee  Manuscript. 

VIII.  Robert  Drake  married  Joan  (Joane)  Gawton.  See  Gawton-Best  Manuscript. 

IX.  Capt.  Richard  Hill  married  Mary  Drake.  See  Hill  Manuscript. 

X.  Mary  Hill  married  Master  Mariner  John  Ayres.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

XI.  Francis  Ayres1  married  Sarah  Makwilliam  (McWilliams). 

XII.  Francis  Ayres11  married  Tabitha  . 

XIII.  Jacob  Ayres  married  Ann  . 

XIV.  Edmond  (Edmund)  Ayres  married  Keziah  Johnson.  See  Johnson  Manuscript. 

XV.  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.  married  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson.  See  Johnson 
Manuscript. 

XVI.  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  married  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson.  See  Dawson 

Manuscript. 

XVII.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard 

Manuscript. 

**#####** 

INDIAN  TRIBES  OF  THE  EASTERN  SHORE  OF  VIRGINIA 

The  names  of  the  Indian  Tribes  who  inhabited  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  embracing 
the  two  counties  of  the  Peninsula,  now  known  as  Accomack  and  Northampton,  from  the 
Maryland  line  to  Gape  Charles,  are  found  in  the  following  article  in  the  Virgi?iia  Magazine 
of  History  and  Biography,  Vol.  p,  pp.  91-93.  This  Peninsula  was  known  first  as  Accawmacke, 
which  signifies  in  the  English  tongue,  “Land  beyond  the  water”. 

“On  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  the  Indians  here  were  a  timid,  harmless, 
kind-hearted  people,  so  far  as  traditions  and  our  court  records  show.  They  num¬ 
bered  about  2,000  in  1608,  and  were  ruled  by  Debedeavon  (the  laughing  king) 
and  by  Okiawampe  until  1657,  when  the  daughter  of  the  latter  became  queen. 

“The  Indians  were  superstitious  about  their  secret  of  religious  names.  It  is 
well  known  that  Pocahontas  was  really  Matoaka,  and  it  is  possible  that  Debedeavon 
and  Okiawampe  were  really  one  and  the  same  Indian  king,  or  emperor,  as  they 
styled  themselves  after  being  taught  the  meaning  of  the  word.  Their  public  acts 
relating  to  the  whites  are  so  intermingled,  and  not  very  numerous,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  determine  whether  they  were  the  same  personage  or  whether  Okiawampe 
was  the  heir  and  successor  of  Debedeavon,  or  brother  and  co-ruler,  as  was 
Kictopeake. 

“The  Eastern  Shore  was  really  a  kingdom,  with  a  king  who  held  his  court  at 
Great  Nuswattocks,  or  Nandua,  as  it  is  now  called.  There  he  summoned  his  great 
men,  who  were  his  tribal  chiefs,  to  his  councils,  and  there  received  reports  from 
them  of  aught  pertaining  to  the  Indians,  and  also  their  tribute  of  eight  bushels  of 
corn  for  maintenance,  and  three  arrowheads  for  protection,  per  year,  from  each 
tribe. 

“The  Accomack  Indians  proved  their  friendship  for  the  whites  during  the 
massacre  of  1622  [at  Jamestown]  and  1644,  in  which  they  took  no  part.  History 
tells  us  that  Opecancanough  sent  messengers  to  the  Accomack  Indians,  ordering 
them  to  gather  a  certain  poisonous  herb,  which  grew  on  the  Eastern  Shore  and 
nowhere  else,  and  send  it  to  him,  so  that  he  could  poison  all  the  wells  of  the  white 
men;  but  they  refused  saying  that  the  white  men  were  their  friends,  and  were 
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going  to  help  them  fight  their  enemies,  the  Wicocomocoes.  The  Accomacks  were 
a  branch  of  the  Powhatans,  and  spoke  their  language,  who  were  a  branch  of  the 
Mengwees  or  Mingoes  of  Pennsylvania. 

“Let  us  saunter  around  from  village  to  village,  and  see  some  of  their  locations. 
In  Northampton,  as  now  divided,  from  Accomack,  were  the  Gingaskins— a  large 
tribe,  one  of  the  most  numerous  on  the  Shore,  and  the  last  to  disappear.  The  main 
village  or  town  of  this  tribe  was  located  upon  the  Pocahontas  farm,  and  it 
extended  from  Indiantown  landing,  on  that  farm,  past  the  present  site  of  Eastville 
station,  some  distance  towards  Eastville. 

“This  tribe  seems  to  have  had  several  branches  or  outlying  families.  First, 
near  Cape  Charles,  on  Magothy  Bay,  was  a  small  band  believed  to  be  the  Magothas. 
Their  home  was  on  the  farm  formerly  known  as  the  Edward  Fitchett  place,  and 
no  king  is  mentioned  particularly  as  their  king,  nor  is  any  name  assigned  to  them, 
but  they  were  doubtless  Magothas.  Next  is  Pomoccomon,  the  king  of  Mattawames, 
in  Old  Town,  or  Hungar’s  Neck.  This  also  was  a  small  band,  and  very  poor. 
They  soon  became  a  care  and  charge  upon  the  whites.  Tepiapon  ruled  the 
Nuswattocks  in  Elliot’s  Neck.  Dr.  Brinton,  who  is  considered  an  authority  on  the 
Indian  dialects,  says  this  word  Nuswattocks  means  a  stream  between  two  streams. 
This  band  also  was  a  small  one,  and  a  branch  of  the  Gingaskins  undoubtedly. 
Crossing  the  line  northwards,  we  meet  Andiaman,  the  King  of  the  Occohannocks 
and  Currattocks,  whose  villages  were  near  the  extremities  of  Scarburgh’s  and 
Cradock  Necks.  Until  recently  it  was  believed  that  Cradock  Neck  was  so  called  in 
honor  of  Lieutenant  Cradock  at  Old  Plantation,  but  an  item  in  the  court  records, 
the  original  of  which  was  evidently  written  by  Parson  Teackle— in  which  he  men¬ 
tioned  his  plantation  on  Curratock  —  shows  that  the  name  is  really  the  Indian 
word.  Our  next  village  is  that  of  Debedeavon,  ye  laughing  king,  ye  emperor  of  ye 
Eastern  Shore,  and  king  of  ye  Great  Nuswattocks  (as  Nandua  was  called  by  the 
Indians  —  situated  on  Nandua  Creek)  [on  which  creek  the  compiler  was  born]. 
From  Nandua  we  next  reach  Ekeeks,  king  of  the  Oanancocks,  on  the  Oanancock 
river,  notv  called  Onancock.  Next  to  that  of  Debedeavon  and  Okiawampe  his 
name  appears  oftencr  in  our  court  records  than  that  of  any  other  Indian.  Nowme- 
trawen  ruled  the  Chesconnessex,  on  Chesconnessex  creek.  Parahokes  was  king  of 
the  Chincoteagues,  on  Chincoteague  bay.  Awascecencas  was  king  of  the  Kicko- 
tanks;  Conantesminoc,  king  of  the  Matchateagues,  and  Matom,  king  of  the 
Matomkins.  These  were  all  small  bands  of  Indians,  but  the  Matchipungoes  were 
a  large  tribe,  and  had  several  villages  —  one  at  or  near  Wachapreague,  another 
lower  down  the  neck,  and  yet  another  on  the  Woodlands  and  Brownsville  farms 
in  Northampton.  Their  money  was  Roanoke,  or  rawrenoke,  which  was  made  of 
shells,  or  pieces  of  shells,  with  holes  bored  through  them,  and  strung  on  buckskin 
thongs— they  paid  it  out  by  the  arm’s  length— and  their  chief  article  of  traffic  with 
the  whites  was  beaver-skins.” 
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THOMAS  JOHNSON,  GENT.,  THE  FIRST  KNOWN  SETTLER  OF 
OUR  LINE  OF  JOHNSONS  IN  NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA. 


We  find  on  January  3,  1642  at  a  Court  held  at  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  “Present 
Argoll  Yardley  Esqrc  Comaunder  Sec.,  MT:  Obedience  Robins,  Capt:  William  Stone 
[who  went  to  Md.],  Capt.  Willm.  Rop[er],  M»:  William  Andrewes,  Mr:  Phill[ip] 
Taylor,  M>  :  John  Wilkins,  Mr:  Edw:  Douglas,  Mr:  Stephen  Charlton’’,  that  Thomas 
Johnson,  designated  as  “Mr.’’  was  granted  a  Certificate  for  land  for  bringing  in 
himself  and  seven  others  to  inhabit,  as  recorded  in  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders 
Deeds  Wills  ire.  No.  2,  1640-16.15,  folio  124  dorso: 


“A  Certiff:  graunted  unto  Mr:  Thos.  Johnson. 


James  Butts  [?] 
Tho:  Johnson 
p  Cente— 200 
Mary  Johnson 
Mary  Wilson 
Mary  Mylles 


John  Jenkins 
Willm  Coart 
Willm  Smick  [?]. 


It  appears  some  difficulty  arose  in  the  possession  of  this  land  which  was  amicably  settled 
by  “the  payment  of  forty  armes  length  of  Rooneoake”  [Roanoke— Indian  money— Wampum] 
to  Wochiowamp,  Great  King  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  [Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds 
Wills  ire.  No.  2,  1640-1645 ,  folio  156]. 

Our  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson  seemed  to  have  been  favorably  accepted  by  this  community 
for  at  the  court  on  20th  of  July,  1643,  we  find  that  he  appears  as  “Sheriffe”  for  the  county  of 
Northampton,  Virginia. 


[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.  No.  2,  1640-1645 ,  folio  90]: 

“At  A  Con:  houlden  att  Accomack  the  last  day  of  May:  1643  .  .  .  [This  date 
is  of  the  opening  day  of  the  court,  the  sessions  of  which  were  continued  daily]. 

“Articles  of  agreem1:  Concluded  and  agreed  upon  by  and  betweene  Mr  Tho: 
Johnson  Sheriffe  for  the  County  of  Northampton  on  thone  pty,  and  Reginald 
Hawis  on  thother  pty  Witnesseth  as  followeth  vizh: 

lmprmis  That  the  sd  Reginald  Hawis  doth  for  himself  covennte  pmise  & 
agree  to  &  wth:  the  sd  Mr  Thomas  Johnson  to  take  the  same  Oath  when  hee  shalbe 
called  thereunto  that  hee  the  sd  Mr:  Johnson  hath  already  done  for  the  true  & 
faithfull  executing  the  office  of  an  undersheriffe  in  evrye  Manner  of  Respect 
effectually  to  the  utmost  of  his  power. 

2  —Itm  that  the  sd  Hawis  shall  att  or  prsently  after  evry  Monthly  Cort:  houlden 
wth:in  the  County  of  Northampton  give  upp  a  true  Accompt  unto  the  sd 
Mr:  Johnson  high  Sheriffe  for  the  sd  County  of  all  Arrests  Attaching  &  Executons 
or  of  what  soevr  els  app’teyning  or  belonging  to  the  Office  of  a  Sheriffe. 
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3  —Itm  That  hee  the  sd  Reginald  Hawis  shall  give  his  attendance  where  the 
levyes  &:  taxes  are  to  bee  brought  And  to  use  his  best  endeavour  in  the  geathering 
in  of  the  sd  Taxes  &  Levyes,  And  that  hee  ye  sd  Hawis  shall  take  his  voyage  over  the 
Bay  unto  James  Citty  unto  Quarter  Cort:  yf  Ocaasion  requireth  there  to  returne 
Writts  or  to  doe  any  other  office  belonging  &;  apprt’eyninge  to  the  office  of  a 
Sheriffe,  And  That  hee  shall  give  his  attendance  att  evrye  Monthly  Cort  houlden  att 
Northampton. 

4— Lastly  in  consideracon  of  the  aforesd  p’misses  being  duly  p’formed  the  sd 
Mr:  Tho:  Johnson  Doth  for  himselfe  his  heyres  Executors  Admrs:  &  Assignes 
Covenant  p’mise  &:  graunt  to  and  wth:  the  sd  Reginald  Hawis  to  beare  his  Charges 
for  all  necessary  expense  in  ye  sd  ymployment.  As  alsoe  to  allow  unto  the  sd  Regi¬ 
nald  Hawis  his  hevres  or  Assignes  the  one  halfe  of  all  the  benifitt  app’teyning  or 
belonging  to  all  Writts  &  Bonds  thereupon  that  shall  happen  to  bee  wthin  the  sd 
County  of  Northampton  in  the  tyme  of  the  sayde  Mr:  Johnson  his  Sherifwick. 

In  witnes  whereof  wee  have  heruneto  interchangeably  sett  our  hands  the  20th: 
of  July  1G43.  tho:  johnsonn 

Signed  &:  And  dd  in  the  Reginald  hawis 

presence  of 

EDWIN  CONAWAY.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.  No.  2,  1640-1645,  folio  41]: 

‘‘the  sheriffs  oath 

‘‘You  shall  sweare  that  well  and  truely  yo11  shall  serve  the  Kings  Matie  [of 
England]  in  the  office  of  Sheriff  of  the  Countye  of  Ackowmack  and  also  the  King’s 
Office  in  all  things  that  belongeth  to  yo11  to  doe  by  way  of  yor  Office  as  farr  forth 
as  yo11  can  or  may. 

You  shall  truely  kepe  the  King’s  Rights  and  all  that  belongeth  to  the  Crowne. 

Yo11  shall  truely  and  Rightfully  treate  the  people  of  yor  Sheriffwick  and  doe 
Right  as  well  to  the  poore  as  to  the  Ritch  in  all  that  belongeth  to  yor  Office. 

Yo11  shall  doe  noe  Wrong  to  any  Man  for  any  guift  or  other  behest  or  Pmise 
of  goods  for  favours  nor  hate. 

You  shall  Disturbe  noe  Man’s  Rights,  you  shall  truely  Retome  and  truely  serve 
aid  ye.  King’s  Writts  as  fair  forth  as  shalbe  to  you  Comeing. 

Yo11  shall  make  such  of  yor  Bayleffes  to  take  such  oath  as  you  make  yorselfe  in 
that  belongeth  to  yo»  Occupation. 

You  shalbe  Dwelling  in  yor  owne  Pper  Pson  wthin  yor  Baylywick  for  the  tyme 
that  you  shalbe  in  the  same  Office  Except  ye  bee  otherwise  Lycensed  by  the  Governor 
and  Counsell  of  this  Collenye. 

And  yo11  shall  Dilligently  and  truely  doe  all  of  ye  things  app’tening  to  yor  sayd 
Office  of  Sheriffwick  to  the  uttermost  of  yo1'  power.  Soe  help  yo11  God.” 

In  other  writings  of  special  genealogists  the  compiler  has  been  informed  that  a  ‘‘Sheriff” 
is  a  degree  higher  than  the  Governor,  for  when  dignitaries  from  England  visited  America, 
it  was  the  Sheriff  who  had  the  honor  of  entertaining  them. 

During  the  years  of  1643  to  164(1  he  often  appears  in  the  Northampton  Court  as  a  witness, 
juror  and  foreman  of  a  jury;  and  on  28th  day  of  July  1646  he  appears  on  the  Bench  as  a 
Justice. 

Only  once  previous  to  28  July,  1645,  had  ‘‘Tho:  Johnson”  served  as  the  foreman  of  a 
jury;  it  was  at  the  session  of  the  court  for  February  10th,  i634[-5]  when  the  jury  gave  a 
verdict  for  Christopher  Gettings  Deft.,  the  suit  with  John  Cogan  Pltf.  which  charged  the 
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Deft,  with  the  cost  of  “fouerteene  yards  of  Taffety  8c  peece  of  Holland.”  This  John  Cogan 
was  a  merchant  of  New  England.  [Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  2, 
1640-1645,  folio  217  dorso]. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  2,  1640-1645,  folio  2 34b]- 
“Att  a  County  Court  houlden  at  Northampton  the  28th:  day  of  July  An°:  1645. 
It  is  ordered  by  this  Court  that  Mr.  Richard  Lemon  &  Mr:  Thomas:  Johnson 
Admrs:  of  the  estate  of  William  Berryman  deceased.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  2,  1640-1645,  folio  236]: 

At  the  same  court.  In  the  suit  of  Capt.  Phillip  Taylor  p'k  and  William  Berry 
DeL.  concerning  the  building  of  a  Pinna-ce,  the  jury  on  the  28th  of  July  1645,  of 
which  “Tho:  Johnson”  was  the  foreman,  nullified  the  agreement  to  build. 

On  folio  237  of  the  record  of  the  same  session  of  the  court,  ‘‘Tho:  Johnson” 
as  a  juror,  signed  the  verdict  of  the  jury  for  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  between 
Anthony  Hodgkins  and  Lewis  White.  On  folio  240  of  the  record  of  the  same  session 
of  the  court  “Tho:  Johnson”,  as  a  juror,  freed  Henry  Boston,  plaintiff,  an  inden¬ 
tured  servant  of  Mr:  Edward  Robins,  defendant.  The  latter  claimed  another  year 
of  service,  but  the  jury,  additionally,  awarded  the  plaintiff  three  “barrells  of  Corne 
and  Clothes  according  to  Custome.” 

“Tho:  Johnson”  appears  recorded  months  later  as  foreman  of  the  jury  at  the 
session  of  November  12th,  1645,  January  30th,  1645 [-6].  [Northampton  Co.,  Va., 
Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.  No.  5, 1645-1651]. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  5,  1645-1651 ,  folio  13  dorso]: 

“Court  of  28  Jan.  1 64 5 [-6] .  It  is  ordered  by  this  Court  that  on  the  first  day  of 
the  next  Countye  Court  houlden  at  Northampton  Mr:  Tho:  Johnson  Administrator 
of  the  estate  of  William  Berryman  dec’d  shall  bring  in  a  true  8c  pfect  Inventory  of 
all  the  scl  Estate.” 


[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  5,  1645-1651 ,  folio  39  dorso]: 

The  first  appearance  on  the  Bench  of  our  Thomas  Johnson  as  a  Justice  of 
Northampton  County,  duly  commissioned  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the 
Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  is  entered  in  the  following  words: 

“Att  a  Countye  Cort:  houlden  at  Northampton  the  28111:  day  of  July  1646. 
Present,  coli.onel  nath:  Littleton  esq1^  comaunder  ec. 

ARGOLL  YARDLEY  ESQRI- 

Capt.  William  Stone  )  , ,  ™  T  . 

„  1  „  >  Mr:  Tho:  Johnson 

Capt.  William  Roper  j  J 


Mr.  Thomas  Johnson  was  not  present  on  the  bench  at  the  next  term  of  the  court  begin¬ 
ning  September  15th,  1646;  but  was  there  at  the  term  following  commencing  with  November 
1 1  th,  1646. 

On  August  28,  1646  he  was  appointed  to  take  a  list  of  “all  ye  tytheable  Psons,  Land,  Cattle, 
horses,  Mares,  Goats,  &  sheep,  for  Nuswattocks.”  [Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills 
ire.,  No.  5,  1645-1651,  folio  13  dorso]. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  5,  164^-16^1,  folio  52  dorso]: 

“Mr.  Thomas  Johnson”,  was  present  as  a  Justice  on  the  Bench  at  the  court 
of  December  29th,  1646. 
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[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  5,  1645-1651,  folio  56]: 

“Mr.  Thomas  Johnson”  was  acting  as  a  Justice  at  the  session  of  the  court  that 
commenced  on  December  30th,  1646. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire..  No.,  5, 1645-1651,  folio  6g]: 

“Att  a  County  Court  holden  att  North’ton  yc  22th  of  March  i646[-47]”  when 
‘‘Argoll  Yardley  Esq.”  was  president  of  the  Court,  and  Mr  Thomas  Johnson 
was  present  on  the  Bench,  it  was  ‘‘ordered  that  a  Certillicate  bee  granted  unto 
Thomas  Johnson  gent:  for  ye  quantitye  of  One  hundd  8c  (fifty  Acres  of  Land  due 
him  by  &:  for  ye  transportacon  of  three  psons  into  this  Countrye  (viz.1)  Nehemiha 
Coventon;  Edward  Suthorne;  &:  Alice  Stewardson  &:c:”  This  is  the  first  instance 
of  his  being  described  as  a  ‘‘gent”  [leman]  instead  of  the  honorable  title  of  “Mr” 
in  the  book  of  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  5,  1645-1651. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  5,  1645-16^1 ,  folio  159  dorso]: 

‘‘Att  a  Court  holden  for  ye  County  of  Northampton  ye  27th  of  Novemb.  Ano 
1648. 

Present— Argoll  Yardley  Esqr:  Mr  Tho:  Johnson  [and  other  Justices]  . 

Two  of  the  Comisseonrs  [Justices]  to  decide  an  action  tomorrow  ‘‘att  ye  howse  of 
Mr  Tho:  Johnson.” 

Our  Thomas  Johnson  is  not  of  record  as  a  captain  during  the  several  years  in  which 
he  served  as  a  Justice.  He  was  always  recorded  at  the  sessions  of  the  court  with  the  title  of 
”Mr”— then  used  only  as  a  mark  of  respect  and  esteem  to  which  a  gentleman  was  entitled  by 
his  ability  and  conduct.  He  continued  actively  as  a  Justice,  of  record  in  Orders  Deeds  Wills 
ire.,  No.  5,  1645-1651,  until  and  including  the  session  of  October  30th,  1650. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  5,  1645-1651,  folio  176]. 

“Mr  Tho:  Johnson”  present  with  the  other  Justices  .  .  . 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  5,  1645-1651,  folio  186]. 
“Court  of  Vicesimo  Nono  die  Novembr:  Ano  Prd,  1649. 

Upon  the  request  of  Mr  Tho:  Johnson  the  Gent,  of  the  Vestrye  are  hereby 
desired  wthin  xxi  dayes  to  call  a  Cort  And  to  rev’ue  &  po’use  [peruse]  the  manu¬ 
scripts  and  Accotts  appr’tayninge  unto  the  Church  affayres  wch  had  relacon  unto 
the  sd  Mr  Johnson  his  prdecessor  Mr  Jn°  Maior  Deed,  That  eyther  a  period  may  bee 
put  unto  the  bussines  in  question  or  e*s  That  they  give  Report  thereof  in  wrightinge 
unto  the  Comisn  [Commissioned  Justices]  att  the  next  Court  etc. 

Recordatr  Decimo  die  rnenss  Decembr  Ano  1649 
p  me  Edm:  Mathews  Cler.  Cur.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  4,  1651-1654,  folio  137]: 
“Capt.  Tho.  Johnson”  present  as  a  Justice  at  court  of  30th  Dec.,  1652;  also  on  8th 
January  1 G52 [-3],  and  on  Feb.  1,  1 652 [-3],  and  on  Feb.  28,  1 G52 [-3]  and  March  1, 
1653;  28th  March  1653;  28th  April  1653. 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  2,  page  69]: 

“To  all  &c.,  Whereas  &c.,  Now  Know  yee  that  I  the  said  Sr.  William  Berkeley 
Knt.  Governor  8cc.,  doe  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of  the  Councill  of  State 
Accordingly  give  grant  &  Confirm  unto  Thomas  Johnson  Gent.  Six  hundred  Acres 
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of  Land  Situate  lyeing  in  the  County  of  Northampton  att  Nasswattock  Creeke 
bounded  on  the  South  West  part  by  a  Creeke  and  right  line  Separating  this 
Devident  from  the  Land  of  James  Bruse  on  the  Northwest  part  by  the  Maine  Creeke 
of  Nasswattocke  and  finally  Extending  South  East  into  the  Woods  the  said  Six 
hundred  Acres  of  Land  being  due  unto  him  the  said  Thomas  Johnson  by  and  for 
the  Transportation  of  Twelve  persons  into  this  Colony  all  whose  Names  are  in  the 
record  Mentioned  under  this  Patent. 

To  have  and  to  hold  R;c.,  to  be  held  &c.,  Yielding  and  Paying  8cc\,  wch.  Payment 
to  ye  8cc.,  Seven  yeares  after  the  Date  hereof  and  not  before,  Dated  this  4th  of 
June  1646— Ex.” 

“Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this 
office.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  15th  day  of  August,  1921. 

‘Jno.  W.  Richardson’ 

(SEAL)  Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  2,  page  76]: 

“TO  ALL  to  whome  these  presents  shall  Come  I  Sr.  William  Berkeley  Knt: 

Govnor.  and  Capt.  Generali  of  Virginia  Send  greeting  .  everlasitng, 

WHEREAS  by  instructions  from  the  Kings  Most  excellent  Maj.  directed  to  and  the 

Counsell  of  State  his  Maj.  was . pleased  to  Authorize  mee  ye  said  Govnor. 

and  ye  Counsell  to  grannte  Patents  and  to  Assigne  such  pportons  of  Land  to  all 
Adventurers  and  planters  as  have  beene  usual  heretofore  in  like  cases  either  for 
adventurers  of  money  or  transportation  of  People  into  ye  Colony  According  to  ye 
orders  of  the  late  Company  &  since  allowed  by  his  Maj.  and  lykewise  that  there  bee 

ye  same  pportons  .  Fiftie  Acres  of  land  grannted  and  assigned  for  every 

person  that  hath  been  transported  since  Midsomer  1625  And  that  ye  same  course  be 
continued  to  all  persons  transported  hither  untill  it  shalbe  otherwise  determined 

by  his  Majtes.  ord  NOW . I  Sir  William  Berkeley  Knt:  doe  with  ye  advice 

and  consent  of  the  Counsell  of  State  Accordingly  give  grannt  and  assign  unto 
Thomas  Johnson  Gent,  one  Thousand  Acres  of  Land  situate  and  lying  in  ye 
County  of  Northampton  att  Occhahannocke  Creeke  bounded  Beginning  at  the 

Westerne  parte  of  Mattasippe  Necke  thence  running  Easterly  .  the  said 

Creeke  8c  Bounded  on  the  Northern  parte  therewith  and  thence  extending  South¬ 
erly  into  the  Woods.  THE  SAID  one  Thousand  Acres  of  Land . unto  the 

said  Thomas  Johnson  by  the  assignment  of  William  Waters  Gent,  by  &  for  ye 

transportation  of  To . all  whose  names  are  in  ye  Records  mentioned  under 

this  Patent. 

TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  ye  said  one  Thousand  acres . due  share 

of  all  Mines  and  Mineralls  therein  contained . 8c  all  Rights  8c  Previledges 

of  Hunting  Haw . Fishin . ing  allsoe  all  Woods  waters  &  Pines 

and  all  8c  the  .  modifies  and  heriditaments  whatsoever  within  ye  precints 

of  ye  thousand . acres  of  land  or  to  ye  said  land  or  any  or  to  any  wise  bee¬ 

longing  unto  ye  said  Thomas  Johnson  his  heires  &:  assigns  forever  in  as  Large  and 
ample  manner  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  is  expressed  in  a  Charter  of  Orders 

from  ye  Late  Treasurer . bearing  date  ye  15th  of  Nov.  1615 . nee 

may  be  justly  colected  out  of  the  Same  or  out  of  ye  Letters  Patents  w .  are 

granted. 

TO  BE  HELD  unto  said  Sovraigne  Lord  the  King  his  heires  and  Successors 
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as  of  his  Manner  . ich  in  Fee  &  Comon  socage  .  not  in  cas....  to 

.  by  Knyhte  Service  YEALDINGE  and  paying  unto  our  said  Sovraigne 

Lord  the  King  his  he  ires  and  Successors  for  every  Fifty  Acres  of  Land  herein  by 
these  presents  given  and  granted  yearlie  att  the  Feast  of  St:  Michael  th  Archangel 
the  fee  rent  of  ....one  shilling  to  his  Majes  use  wch  payint  is  to  be  made  Seven  Yeares 

from  the  date  of  the  date  hereof  and  not  before  . .  to  ye  said  Charter  or 

Orders  from  the  Treasurer  and  Company  &  confirmed  by  Mr.  Waters  instruction 
as  also  by  Acte  of  Assembly  bearing  date  ye  6th  of  January  1637  PROVIDED 

allwaies  .  Thomas  Johnson  his  heires  or  assignes  shall  plant  or  Seate  or 

Cause  to  be  planted  or  Seated  on  the  said  one  Thousand  Acres  of  Land  within  the 
tearme  of  three  of  three  [sic.]  Yeares  next  ensuing  ye  date  hereof  That  then  it  Shall 
and  may  be  lawfull  for  any  Adventurer  or  Planter  to  make  Choyce  and  Seate  upon 
the  same.  GIVEN  att  James  Citty  under  my  hand  and  ye  Seale  of  the  Collony  this 
gth  of  April  1647. 

WILLIAM  BERKELEY 

Entrd  by . Edm:  Scarburge 

June  25  63 

Edward  Waters,  Anthony  Bruster,  Persiphall  Betenam.  Wm.  Arnold,  Jacob  Ingle- 
ton,  Wm.  Rider,  Henry  Berke,  Samuel  Nicholls,  Wm.  Cowley,  Edward  Bryan,  Wm. 
Warren,  John  Miles,  Jno.  Dyer,  Catherine  Middleton,  Robert  Todd,  Richard 
Dickson,  Christian  Dickson,  Robert  Hobson,  Wm.  Losstis,  Wm.  Wynell.— Ex.” 
‘‘Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this 
office.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  15th  day  of  August,  1921. 

‘Jno.  W.  Richardson’ 

(SEAL)  Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 

[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  4,  page  39]: 

“To  all  &c.,  Whereas  &c..  Now  Know  ye  that  I  the  said  Edward  Diggs  Esqr., 
&c.,  give  and  giant  unto  Major  Thomas  Johnson,  Two  hundred  Acres  of  Land  situ¬ 
ate  in  Northampton  County  at  Occahannock  Creek  at  the  head  of  Matachepeneek 
bounded  on  the  Western  parts  by  a  branch  called  Cedar  branch  which  separates 
this  Tract  from  the  Land  of  Henry  Edwards  &  George  Truett  on  the  Northern 
parts  by  the  Land  of  the  said  Johnson  On  the  Eastern  parts  by  a  branch  called 
Pine  bridge  branch  &  Southerly  into  the  Main  Woods.  The  said  Land  being  due 
unto  the  said  Majr.  Thomas  Johnson  by  and  for  the  Transportation  of  Four  persons 
into  this  Colony  &c., 

To  have  &  To  hold  &c.,  Yielding  and  Paying  &c.,  Which  payment  is  to  be  made 
&c.,  dated  the  14th  of  March  1655.” 

“Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  office. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  15th  day  of  August,  1921. 

‘Jno.  W.  Richardson’ 

(SEAL)  Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 

“Examd.” 

Col.  Thomas  Johnson  was  very  helpful  in  the  pursuits  of  protecting  the  citizens  of 
Northampton-Accomack  County,  with  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough  who  was  Ranger  General, 
from  the  Western  Shore  Indians  who  were  very  troublesome  at  this  time,  and  these  officers 
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were  often  accused  of  cruelty,  were  arrested  and  had  to  appear  before  Gov.  Berkeley  who 
exonerated  them  and  even  praised  them  for  their  care  and  protection. 

Our  ancestor,  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  was  an  honored  addressee,  with  the  other  com¬ 
missioned  Justices  of  Northampton  County,  to  whom  were  directed  and  delivered,  during 
a  time  of  unrest  among  the  Indians,  many  of  whom  were  menacing  the  colonists  the  following 
letter  from  Sir  William  Berkeley,  Knight,  His  Majesty’s  Governor  General  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  particularly  desiring  these  Justices  to 
suffer  no  further  land  to  be  taken  from  the  Indians  except  it  be  properly  acquired  by  fair 
terms  of  bargain  and  sale.  Governor  Berkeley  was  abused  for  his  humane  and  honorable 
policy  towards  the  Indians.  It  is  to  the  everlasting  credit  of  the  Justices  of  Northampton 
County  that  they  preserved  peace  and  honor  in  their  dealings  with  the  Indians,  for  the 
Indians  then  had  the  power  to  drive  the  white-man  colonists  into  the  sea,  if  the  Indian  tribes 
but  joined  together  to  exterminate  the  colonists.  The  letter  reveals  the  spirit  and  attitude 
towards  the  Justices  of  Northampton  and  the  colonists  of  Virginia  as  a  whole  by  his  simple 
superscription— “Yor:  humble  Servant  William  Berkeley.” 

‘‘Gent: 

Havinge  been  frequently  informed  by  the  Testimony  of  divrs  of  undoubted 
Creditt  T  hat  the  Indyans  comonly  called  by  the  name  of  ye  Laughinge  Kinge 
Indyans  have  beene  ev'most  faythefull  to  the  English.  And  pticularly  that  neither 
they  nor  their  Kinge  [Debedeavon]  in  the  last  bloody  Massacre  could  bee  induced 
to  engage  wth:  our  Enemys  agc  us.  And  soe  by  Consequence  kept  the  remoter 
Indians  att  Least  in  a  tyme  when  a  gen’all  Commiation  [sic]  agl  us  had  beene  (if  not 
ruinous:)  att  Least  of  insupportable  prindice  to  us  in  that  Commiature;  And  con- 
sideringe  That  wee  cannot  reasonably  hope  for  ye  like  effects  of  their  friendship  in 
Case  wee  should  agayne  need  it  (wch  God  Knows  howe  soone  it  may  bee)  unlesse 
wee  correspond  wth  them  in  Acts  of  Charity  8c  Amitye,  Especially  unless  wee  ab- 
staine  from  Acts  of  Rapine  8c  Violence  wch  they  saye  wee  begin  to  due  by  takinge 
awaye  their  Elands  from  them  by  prtence  of  the  Sale  of  a  Pte. 

My  desire  therfore  to  you:  is  And  I  make  it  in  the  Name  of  the  Peace  8c  Safty 
of  the  Country  That  you:  Suffer  noe  Eland  to  bee  taken  from  them  But  what  shall 
bee  allowed  both  in  Justice  8c  Convenience  by  the  full  Con’t  And  in  Case  the 
Comissionrs  disagree  in  their  oppinions  That  you  Refer  the  whole  matter  To  bee 
Considered  by  a  full  Court  att  James  Citty. 

Yor:  Humble  Servant 

WILLIAM  BERKELEY 

To  my  Worthy  ffreinds  the 
Comissionrs  of  Northton 

These 

Recordatr:  Nono  die  mensis  May  Ano  1650 
P  me  edm:  mathews  Clic  Cur.” 

That  the  English  lived  surrounded  on  the  Eastern  Shore  by  Indians  and  that  the  friendli¬ 
ness  of  the  red  men  was  essential  to  the  well-being  of  the  colonists,  is  instanced  in  the  record 
of  one  of  the  friendly  Indians  coming  to  Robert  Berry  with  information  of  a  possible  Indian 
attack.  Mr.  Berry’s  deposition  of  what  that  Indian  told  him  was  deemed  of  sufficient  impor¬ 
tance  by  the  Justices  of  the  County  Court  of  Northampton  to  be  by  them  ordered  recorded 
on  folio  219  of  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.  No.  3,  164^-1651 .  The  Gingaskin  Indians,  referred  to, 
lived  in  a  village  of  their  own  three  miles  eastward  from  the  present  Post  Office  at  Eastville. 
The  name  of  the  place  was  Accawmacke,  and  they  were  there  at  the  time  that  Capt.  John 
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Smith  made  his  famous  voyage  in  1607-8,  and  found  white  men  living  peaceably  with  the 
Indians.  The  whole  Virginia  Peninsula  was  until  1642/3  called  Accawmack  County,  then 
the  name  was  changed  to  Northampton.  In  1663  it  was  divided  into  Accomack  and  North¬ 
ampton  Counties.  It  seems  a  remarkable  result  of  the  early  preservation  of  peace  between 
these  Indians  and  the  English,  that  some  members  of  the  Gingaskin  tribe  were  still  living  on 
the  site  of  that  ancient  Indian  Village  as  late  as  the  year  i860.  Peace  with  the  white  men  had 
long  before  become  a  tradition  preserved  in  the  Gingaskin  tribe.  The  deposition  of  Robert 
Berry  is  directly  preceded  in  the  said  court  records  by  the  record  of  a  Council  of  War  viz: 

“Att  a  Counc’ll  of  Warr  held  before  his  Mats  Comissionrs  for  ye  County  of 
Northampton  15th  of  July  1650. 

Whereas  it  is  Ruminated  that  ye  Indyans  our  -prtended  freinds  have  an  intent 
to  breake  ye  League  form’lie  Concluded  betweene  us.  It  is  therefore  order’d  That 
ye  people  (Inhabitants  of  this  County)  shall  to  ye  best  of  their  power  stand  upon 
their  owne  defense.  (And  yt  upon  furthr  pbabilityee  of  any  Insurrecon  to  bee 
[evident]  by  the  Indyans)  It  is  further  ordr’d  That  any  one  Comissionr  (or  more) 
shall  have  powr  to  rayse  a  Considerable  ptie  of  able  men  to  goe  out  amonge  ye 
Indyans  k  make  inquierrey.  And  to  give  report  to  the  Court  wch:  shall  imediately 
bee  called  for  furthr  p’ceedings: 

Recordatr  vicesimo  Nona  die  Mensis  July  1650 
edm:  mathews  Clic  Cur.” 

Our  ancestor,  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  Justice,  was  thus  by  his  Commission  and  by  the 
Court  empowered  as  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  so  act  if  he  was  so  disposed.  It  seems  that 
whatever  was  done  by  any  of  the  Justices  their  course  tended  to  peace,  for  no  trouble  with 
Indians  ensued.  As  a  commissioned  justice  he  had  power  to  summon  armed  men  and  to  direct 
their  operations  as  militiamen.  Robert  Berry  was  not  a  Justice,  or  an  oflicial  of  the  county. 
His  deposition  as  to  his  conversation  with  one  of  the  Indians  suggests  that  while  some  redmen 
of  one  of  the  tribes  may  have  been  either  boastful  or  restless,  and,  so,  indisposed  towards 
the  Colonists,  they  were  overruled  by  the  head  men  and  the  majority  of  their  tribe.  The 
Indian  quoted  in  the  following  deposition  appears  by  a  marginal  note  in  the  record,  to  have 
been  named  “Onnamus”: 

“The  Depo:  of  Robert  Berry  taken  this  Cura  [Court]: 

Saith  That  about  yc:  10:  or  12  daye  of  this  instant  moneth  of  July  an  Indyan 
man  came  unto  this  Dept  howse  k  said  yt  the  Indyans  were  not  good.  This  Dept 
then  demanded  of  ye  Indyan  why:  hee  answrd  because  they  alwaye  talked  naught. 
The  sd  Indyan  exp'ssed  himselfe  furthr  yt  the  Gingaskoyne  Indyans  were  not  good 
And  yt  ovr  English  were  not  wise  in  lettinge  ye  Gingaskoyne  Indyans  knowe  what 
they  did  ffor  Kinge  Tom:  k  his  Indyans  acquaint  &  tele  ye  Indyans  what  they  knowe 
or  heard  from  yc  English.  Alsoe  this  Indyan  told  this  Dept  yt  the  Gingaskoyne 
Indyans  were  appointed  to  poyson  the  English,  to  wch  speeches  this  Dept  made 
answr  that  hee  did  not  beleeive  him,  the  sd  Indyan  asked  this  Dept  why?  Hee  [the 
Indyan]  then  sd  yt  the  Indyans  will  come  when  ye  moone  sheweth  Light  all  night. 
Kinge  Tom:  k  his  Indyans  bid  them  [the  Gingaskin  Indians]  come  when  ye  moone 
is  changed.  This  Dep1  answered  hee  did  not  beleive  it,  because  ye  Bayside  Indyans 
Sould  all  their  Corne.  To  wch  hee  [the  Indian]  answered  that  they  sould  their 
Corne  for  Truthe  to  pay  Indyans  yt  were  to  come  ovr  ye  Baye  (wch  they  had  hired 
to  light  agt  the  English  men)  whereupo11  hee  advised  this  Dept  tQ  leave  his  howse. 
And  if  this  Dept  had  more  Company  hee  would  have  come  himselfe  unto  him. 
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But  hee  durst  not  come  unto  soe  smale  a  Company  for  if  hee  did  they  should  all  bee 
killed.  This  Dep1  demanded  when  they  would  come.  Hee  answered  it  maye  bee 
evry  day:  further  saith  not. 

ROBERT  EERY”. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  4,  folio  11  dorso]: 

“Att  a  Court  holden  for  yc  County  of  Northton:  the  28th  of  ffebur:  Ano  1 65o[-5 1] 

upon  Complt  made  to  yc  Court  agc  the  Dutchmen  that  trade  wth:  the  Indyans 
(wthin  ye  p'cincts  of  Northampton  County)  The  Comissionrs  takeing  into  Con- 
sideracon  that  there  comerce  wth  the  Indyans  Doth  reflect  very  pnndic’ll  [preju¬ 
dicial]  to  ye  Inhabitants  of  this  County.  Itt  is  therefore  ord’rd  that  ye  Dutchmen 
(for  future  tyme)  bee  p’hibitted  trade  wth  any  Indyan  or  Indyans  for  any  otter  skins 
or  other  furrs  whatsoevr.  And  in  case  it  shalbe  pved  [proved]  that  after  ye  date  of 
this  ordr  any  Dutchman  shall  prsume  to  Trucke,  trade  or  Barter  wth  any  Indyan  or 
Indyans  for  furrs  or  Otter  skins.  Either  directly  or  indirectly,  By  himselfe  his  Agent 
or  Attor.fney]  That  then  hee  or  they  soe  offending  shall  forfeitt  fhve  hundd  pownds 
of  Tobaco  for  each  skinn  soe  traded.” 


[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  4,  1651-1654,  folios  16  d.,  17, 
and  2  1]: 

“Mr  Tho:  Johnson”  present  as  a  Justice  at  courts  of  March  31st,  1651  and 
April  28,  1651. 


That  there  was  opposition  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Northampton  County,  probably 
including  Mr.  Obedience  Robins  who  did  not  appear  in  the  proceedings  aforecited  and  was 
absent  from  his  place  on  the  bench  in  court  during  the  times  involved  is  certain,  for  some 
one  or  more  of  these  opponents  laid  a  complaint  before  Governor  Berkeley  and  the  General 
Assembly  at  James  City,  against  the  gentlemen  who  took  efficient  action  in  the  time  of  an 
Indian  alarm  to  forestall  and  prevent  any  hostile  action  by  the  Indians.  That  a  matter  of 
politics  was  more  or  less  one  of  the  occasions  for  the  complaint  is  certain,  for  the  complaint 
utterly  failed  of  its  purpose.  The  person  or  persons  responsible  for  it  had  the  complaint 
recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the  Northampton  County  Court  on  folio  39  dorso  of  the  same  book 
of  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.  No.  4,  1651-1654.  Mr.  William  Andrews,  one  of  the  Justices  whose 
name  does  not  appear  as  among  the  Justices  present  during  the  proceedings  chiefly  carried 
out  by  Edmond  Scarburgh,  Gent.,  and  our  Thomas  Johnson,  Gent.,  and  Mr.  Argoll  Yardley, 
who,  also,  was  not  active  in  the  anti-Indian  matters,  were  the  two  gentlemen  who,  as  Justices, 
ordered  the  recording  of  the  said  complaint  and,  probably,  also  had  a  hand,  perhaps  with 
Mr.  Obedience  Robins,  in  the  complaint  reaching  the  Colonial  Government  at  James  City. 
Here  follow  the  charges  so  laid  against  the  gentlmen  first  named  in  the  complaint.  It  will  be 
particularly  noticed  that  our  Thomas  Johnson,  Gent.,  was  not  present  in  court  in  his  official 
capacity  on  the  May  10th,  1651,  of  the  session,  to  wit: 


“ait  a  court  iiolden  att  Northampton  10th  of  May  Ano  1651. 

prsent  Collon11  Nath11  Llittleton)  „  rs 
Argoll  Yardley ) 

Mr  Obedience  Robins)  A . 

TW  .  .  [  MrSteph:  Charlton 

Mr  Wm  Andrews  $  1 


Whereas  Mr  Edm:  Scarburgh,  Mr  Tho:  Johnson,  Mr  Rich:  Vaughan,  Cap1  Jn° 
Hollinge,  Jn°  Robinson,  Toby  Norton,  Rich:  Baily,  Ambrose  Dixon,  Rich:  Hill, 
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Jenkin  Price  And  others  Inhabitants  &  freemen  in  ye  Upr  Pte  of  ye  Pish  in  ye 
Countie  of  Northampton:  did  in  a  hostile  mannr  (contrary  to  ye  knowne  Lawes  of 
Virginia  And  League  made  wth  the  Indians)  upon  ye  28th  day  of  Aprill  last  past 
Raise  a  Ptie  of  men  to  ye  numbr  of  ffiftie  Psons  wth  Armes  &  Amunicon  And  upon 
ye  aforesd  daie  marched  amonge  ye  Indyans  wth  a  Resolucon  to  take  or  kill  ye 
Queene  of  Pocamoke,  shott  att  Indyans,  slashed  &  cut  their  Bowles  [bowels],  Tooke 
Indyans  prissonrs,  And  bound  one  of  them  wth  a  Chayne  wch  sd  Accons  caused  ye 
Indyans  to  gather  themselves  together  in  great  multitude  to  Invade  ye  Countie, 
To  yc  great  dangr  of  our  Lives  &  Estates,  It  is  therefore  ordered  that  ye  Sherr’f  And 
such  others  as  (upon  inquire;)  hee  shall  have  notice  of  (wch  went  out  agl  the 
Indyans  upon  this  Designe)  To  ye  Numbr  of  50  Psons.  And  that  hee  Keepe  them 
in  his  Custoclie  untill  they  enter  into  bonds  to  make  there  Psonall  app’ance  att 
James  Citty  To  answ1'  ye  Prmisses  before  the  Covrnr  8:  Conns11  up11  ye  xxith  day  of 
this  Instant  Moneth  att  ye  Suite  of  our  Sovraigne  Lord  ye  Kinge. 

Recordatr  P  me  edm:  mathews  Clic  Cur.” 

[Northampton  County,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  4,  1651-1654,  folio  40]: 

Court  of  “Decimo  die  mensis  May  Ano  1651 . 

Prsent  ut  antea.  Upon  further  Consideracon  of  ye  bussines  concerninge  ye 
Indyans  It  is  thought  fitt  &  ordered  That  Argoll  Yardley  Esqr  And  Mr  Wm  Andrews 
shall  prsent  the  ordr  this  day  Entered  agt  the  Pties  whose  Names  are  therein 
Expressed  unto  ye  Govrnor  &  Councell  att  James  Citty.  And  prosecute  ye  Defts  8-c. 

Test  me  edm:  mathews. 

It  is  thought  fitt  &  ordered  that  a  suffic1  Boate  bee  forthwth  pressed.  And  three 
men  alsoe  privicon  for  ye  men,  the  sd  Boate  8c  Men  are  to  bee  in  readines  to  waite 
8:  attend  upon  Esq:  Yardley  &  Mr  Wm  Andrews  to  James  Towne:  agl  the  day 
Exposed  in  ye  formr  ordr.” 

“This  day  ordr  was  ordered  that  there  should  bee  Careful  8c  Dilligent  watch  8: 
ward  through  out  ye  Countie  of  Northampton  in  hopes  to  discovr  (or  prvent)  the 
supposed  plotts  &  conspiricye  of  the  Indyans.” 


On  the  next  day  the  three  timid  Justices,  Yardley,  Andrews  and  Robins,  who  undertook 
to  make  the  complaint  against  Edmond  Scarburgh  and  our  Thomas  Johnson  and  the  others 
charged  further  disclosed  their  personal  fears  of  the  Indians  and,  perhaps,  also,  their  political 
motives,  by  having  passed  by  the  court  and  recorded  by  the  clerk  the  following  proposal  to 
mollify  the  Indians.  Thus,  while  moving  to  prosecute  the  brave  fighting  men  of  the  county 
whose  efficient  action  surely,  as  the  records  prove,  intimidated  the  Indians  and  discouraged 
them  from  any  dangerous  action  against  the  English,  undertook  also  to  persuade  and  pro¬ 
pitiate  the  Indians  by  sending  them  gifts  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  county.  Col. 
Nathaniel  Littleton  was  by  the  terms  of  the  commission  of  his  office  as  President  of  the  Court, 
present  at  the  next  session  to  preside.  He  having,  as  has  been  proved  already,  assented  to  the 
acts  of  the  men  who  rallied  for  the  defense  of  the  county,  must  not  be  considered  as  having- 
supported  Yardley  and  Robins  in  the  following  proposition.  He  was  but  one  of  the  three 
Justices  then  present;  the  other  two  thus  carried  their  plan  into  a  court  order,  they  being  a 
majority  of  two  to  one. 


‘The  Eleventh  day  of  May  Ano  1651. 
prsent  collonll  nathll  llittleton 
Argoll  Yardley  J 
Mr  Obedience  Robins^  " 
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This  day  ordr  was  given  unto  Mr  Wm  Andrews  that  hee  should  forthwth  send 
to  ye  Queene  of  Pokeamoke  one  Hundd  Amies  Length  of  Ronoke  [Indian  money]: 
To  ye  Kinge  of  Motamkin  towe  weedeing  Houes;  To  ye  Towe  Indyans  (wctl  were 
bound)  each  a  Coate;  To  ye  Indyan  shott  by  ye  wife  of  Toby  Selbye  Twenty  Armes 
length  of  Ronoke;  whereupon  a  valluable  satisfaccon  is  to  bee  made  the  sd  Mr 
Andrews  (inTobac.)  att  ye  next  Cropp,  &c. 

Test  me  edm:  matiiews  Clic  Cur.” 

Mr.  Thomas  Johnson  was  present  on  the  bench  in  court  at  the  session  beginning  on 
August  10th  1651;  Justices  Robins  and  Andrews  were  then  absent: 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  4,  16^1-16^4,  folio  56]: 

At  a  court  of  the  ‘‘vicesimo  die  mensis  Octobr  1651,”  William  Andrews,  one 
of  the  Justices  who  undertook,  unsuccessfully,  to  have  our  Thomas  Johnson,  Gent., 
and  others,  prosecuted  for  an  alleged  usurpation  of  authority,  evidently  had  on 
the  occasion  of  the  military  action  against  the  Indians  a  horse  pressed  into  that 
service.  He  lost  the  horse,  and  succeeded  in  getting  a  majority  of  the  Justices  to 
order  that  he  be  recompensed  for  the  loss  of  the  horse.  But  against  the  entry  of  the 
court’s  order  appears  a  marginal  notation  that  “M>  Tho:  Johnson  dissents”.  Thus 
the  latter  and  his  former  opponent  and  would-be  prosecutor  do  not  seem  to  have 
become  friendly: 

“fforasmuch  as  Capt.  Wm  Andrews  hath  this  day  made  appar  to  ye  Court  that 
hee  hath  lately  lost  a  stoned  Horse  (wch  was  imployed  upon  yc  Publiq.  service  &  not 
returned  unto  him  againe,)  It  is  therefore  thought  fitt  &  ordrd  that  the  sd  Capt.  Wm 
Andrews  shall  (out  of  the  County  Llevyes)  att  the  next  Cropp,  be  satisfied  &  paid 
the  sume  &  grant  of  10001  tobaco  (in  Consideracon  for  ye  Llosse  of  his  Horse.) 

Teste  edm: mathews  Clic.  Cur.”  “Mr  Tho:  Johnson  dissents.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  4,  16^1-16^4,  folio  63  dorso]: 

“Att  a  Cou't  holden  att  Northampton  ye  9th  of  December  Ano  1651” . 

Our  ancestor,  Thomas  Johnson,  Gent.,  appears  in  1651  as  still  a  loyal  supporter  of  the 
Royalist  Cause  in  England,  though  King  Charles  I  had  been  executed  two  years  before,  his 
son  Charles  had  fled  to  France,  and  the  nation  was  under  the  Protectorate  of  Oliver  Crom¬ 
well  and  Parliament  under  the  style  of  the  Commonwealth.  Thomas  Johnson  had  been 
elevated  to  the  Bench,  as  a  commissioned  Justice,  under  the  authority  of  Charles  I,  to  whom 
he  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Thus  he  was  by  long  experience,  a  loyal  officer  of  the 
Crown.  With  the  advent  of  the  then  new  government  of  England,  it  became  a  question  among 
the  Royalist  officers  who  held  office  under  Charles  I,  whether  they  still  had  authority  to  hold 
a  court  or  perform  other  official  duties  under  the  commissions  previously  issued  to  them  in 
the  name  of  the  sovereign  Charles  I.  Virginia  was  largely  loyal  to  that  King;  particularly  so 
were  the  officials  of  the  Eastern  Shore;  and  that  loyalty  they  were,  at  first,  inclined  to  continue 
to  his  son  Charles  II.  Matters  righted  themselves,  however,  by  the  fleeing  to  France  of  Charles 
II  and  the  firm  accession  to  supreme  power  of  Oliver  Cromwell  and  the  Parliament,  and 
though  our  ancestor  was  reported  in  1651  as  doubting  the  authority  of  the  Justices  to  hold  a 
court,  and  was  not  present  at  the  session  of  the  court  of  the  ninth  of  December,  1651,  under 
which  section  of  the  court  minutes  his  opinion  was  officially  recorded:  namely  that  the  other 
members  of  the  court  were  without  power  to  hold  court  because  they  were  holding  a  court 
voluntarily  as  under  the  authority  of  the  new  government  of  the  Commonwealth.  Neverthe¬ 
less  he  resumed  his  seat  on  the  Bench  at  the  session  of  the  following  March  30th,  1652,  after, 
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however,  his  opinion  (as  follows)  was  recorded.  It  woidd  seem  that  like  the  other  Justices 
he  took  oath  to  the  government  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  as  being  the  only  practical 
procedure,  under  the  circumstances,  albeit  his  opinion  on  the  subject  confirms  his  preceding 
inclination  to  be  loyal  to  the  Crown,  whoever  might  be  the  rightful  heir  to  the  throne.  One 
of  the  duties  of  the  Sheriff  was  to  notify  the  Justices  of  a  warrant  from  the  Colonial  Govern¬ 
ment  for  the  holding  of  a  court.  Sheriff  Luddington  evidently  called  upon  Thomas  Johnson 
to  so  notify  him,  when  there  ensued  the  “speeches”  concerning  which  the  sheriff  later  gave 
his  deposition. 


Lleift.  Tho:  Hunt. 

th  daye  of  ffebur.  last  bee  haveing  occasion  to  bee  att 


[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  4,  16^1-1654,  folio  62  dorso]: 

“The  Depo:  of  Sam11  Lluddington  aged  about  3oyeares  Sworne  8c  Examined  30 
die  Marty  1C5 1  [-2] 
pTsent  Capt.  Edw:  Dowglas 
Capt.  Jn°  Strings 
saith  that  about  ye  19 
yc  bowse  of  Mr  Tho:  Johnson  in  Northampton  Countie  8c  then  (as  an  ofhcr  undr 
Mr  \Vm  Lluddington  high  sherr.fiff]  of  the  Countie)  hec  was  upon  imploym1  of 
his  place;  att  wc!l  tyme  ye  sd  Mr  Johnson  &  this  Dept  had  speeches  Conc'neinge 
people  that  were  to  appar  att  the  next  Court  (wch  was  appointed  upon  the  28th 
daye  of  the  sd  moneth— ffebur)  Whereupon  Mr  Johnson  demanded  of  this  Dept 
who  had  powr  to  Keepe  a  Court,  for  (sd  hee)  Wee  have  given  the  powr  out  of 
our  owne  hands,  wch  is  Nullified  and  abrogated  by  Declareinge  for  ye  Parlamt  more 
saith  not. 


samll  lluddington 

Recordatr:  Vicesimo  die  mensis  May  1652 
P  me  edm:  mathews  Clic  Cur.” 


On  the  same  day  on  which  this  deposition  was  sworne  to,  (though  the  same  was  not 
recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  until  fifty-one  days  later)  the  court  met  with  the  following 
justices  present:— 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  &c.,  No.  4,  1651-1654,  folio  63]: 

“Att  a  Cou't  holden  att  Northampton  ye  xxxlh  of  March  A110  1652  . 

prsent: 

collonll  argoll  yardley  esq? 

Maior  Obedience  Robins 
Capt.  Wm  Andrews  J  Capt.  Edm:  Scarburgh 
Capt.  Steph:  Charlton  j  Mr  Tho:  Johnson 


“Accordinge  to  Instruccons  from  ye  Comissionrs  of  State  wee  yc  Inhabitants 
8c  freemen  of  Northampton  Countie  have  thought  fitt  8c  made  choyce  of  the  gentn 
(whose  names  are  undrwritten)  To  bee  Burgesses  for  this  P'sent  Grand  Assemblie. 


Maior  Obedience  Robins 
Capt.  Edm:  Scarburgh 
Mr  Tho:  Johnson 


Mr  Anth:  Hoskins 
Mr  Ralph:  Barlowe 
Mr  Wm  Jones 


Nat.  Littleton,  Argoll  Yeardley,  and  Obed.  Robins  were  for  the  Commonwealth  and 
tried  to  overthrow  Scarburgh  and  Johnson.  Scarburgh  and  Johnson  were  royalist  and  also 
desired  the  independence  of  the  Eastern  Shore  from  the  Colony  of  Virginia. 
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[The  Early  History  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  by  Mr.  Jennings  Cropper  Wise,  page 
118]: 

May  10,  1651,  the  court  ordered  Sheriff  to  arrest  50  who  joined  with  Thos.  Johnson  on 
the  Indian  raid,  to  appear  at  James  City.  Wm.  Andrews  &  Argoll  Yeardley  chosen  to  prose¬ 
cute  them  at  James  City,  but  the  only  two  men  who  appeared  at  James  City  were  Edmund 
Scarburgh  and  Thomas  Johnson.  The  Sheriff  failed  to  bring  up  the  other  48. 


Coll:  Rich:  Llee 
Lleift  Coll.  Chipe 
Maior  Wm  Taylor 


[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  &c.,  No.  4,  7657-/654,  folio  21  dorso]: 

“Att  a  Counc’ll  of  Warr  held  at  James  Citty  21th  May  1651. 

P'sent.  sR  wM  Berkeley  kt  gov’nr  ec. 

Collon11  Bernard 
Collo11  Lludlowe 
Coll°  ffrancis  Morrison 
Colho  Edw:  Hill 

whereas  Edm:  Scarburgh  gent.  Tho:  Johnson  gent.  wth  divers  others  were 
bound  upp  to  this  Court  by  the  County  Court  att  Accamacke  to  answer  for  Ray- 
seinge  of  forces  R:  goeing  in  a  Hostile  Waye  upon  the  Indyans  R:  doeing  them  out¬ 
rage  wch  (upon  Scanninge  of  the  bussines)  is  found  to  bee  altogether  false;  And  ye 
s(1  Scarburgh  R:  Johnson  R:  the  rest  are  cleare  from  things  they  are  accused  of  And 
therefore  the  Cou't  doth  cleare  them  therefrom  Concrneinge  they  did  (as  Honest 
R:  carefull  men  ought  to  have  done  in  such  a  Case  as  they  did  it).  And  doe  ordr  that 
this  bee  published. 

Test  rob:  huberd  Clic  Cone.” 


[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  &c.,  No.  4,  7657-7654,  folio  35  dorso]: 

Two  months  and  eight  days  later  Tho:  Johnson,  the  Justice,  with  Edmund  Scarburgh 
and  Stephen  Charlton  issued  on  July  29th,  1651,  and  had  recorded  at  the  head  of  the  page  of 
Orders  Deeds  Wills  &c.  No.  4,  7657-7654— and  preceding  the  record  on  the  same  page  of  the 
opening  of  the  session  of  the  county  court  on  July  30th.,  1651,  the  following  manifesto: 

“Whereas  there  is  great  pbabilitie  that  ye  Indyans  have  concluded  a  con- 
federace  of  acteinge  a  Sudane  massacrie  upon  us  the  Inhabitants  of  this  County,  it 
is  therefore  p’vided  That  a  ptie  of  horse  shalbe  prssed  [pressed]  for  prsent  service 
(To  discovr  R:  prvent  the  threatned  danger)  And  yl  noe  delaye  be  used.  These  are 
in  his  Mats  name  to  Authorise  the  officrs  imployed  to  p'ress  such  Horse  (men)  8c 
other  necessarys  as  fitly  conduce  to  the  Execucon  of  the  designe.  And  hereunto  lett 
noe  man  fayle  of  observeinge  as  bee  or  they  will  answr  ye  contry  [contrary]  att  their 
pill  [peril]. 

Given  undr  ou1  hands  this  29th  of  July  1651. 

STEPH: CHARLTON 

edm:  scarburgh 
tho:  Johnson” 

Immediately  beneath  the  above  record,  and  on  the  same  page  is  recorded  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Nathaniel  Littleton  commending  the  above  manifesto.  Col.  Littleton  was  then  the 
president,  meaning  the  chief  justice,  of  the  county  court. 

“Gent:  I  have  rec’d  yor  Lre,  And  I  think  it  fittinge  yl  you  all  meete  att  Mr 
Charltons  upon  xxxith  of  this  moneth,  And  thereunto  give  Mr  Yardley  R:  Mr 
Andrews  notice  of  yc  meeteing  And  what  yo"  shall  there  agree  (for  ye  good  R:  saftie 
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of  ye  Countie)  I  doe  willingly  condescend  to:  I  pray  you  bee  careful  not  to  ingage 
us  in  a  warr.  But  upon  good  grounds,  not  else  but  God  directing  you  I  rest. 

Yor  Serv1  nath.  llittleton.” 

Then  next  in  order  of  recordation  on  the  same  folio,  35  dorso  begins  the  formal  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  opening  of  the  county  court,  two  days  after  the  date  of  the  foregoing  manifesto. 
The  first  entry  of  a  matter  before  the  Justices  and  upon  which  they  took  immediate  action 
was  that  of  supporting  that  manifesto  and  our  ancestor,  Thomas  Johnson,  Gent.,  was  there 
present  on  the  bencli  as  one  of  the  four  Justices  then  present  and  constituting  the  Quorum, 
meaning  thereby  that  Quorum  had  power,  by  virtue  of  their  commissions,  to  act  upon  any 
matter  regardless  of  whether  the  other  Justices  were  present  or  not. 

It  should  be  a  matter  of  pleasure  now  for  the  living  descendants  of  Justice  Thomas 
Johnson  to  know  that  he  was  a  man  of  action,  a  courageous  and  efficient  leader  in  defense 
of  the  colony.  His  last  will  and  testament  is  a  remarkable  example  of  brevity,  clarity  and  force 
of  statement;  it  reveals,  obviously  the  reflection  of  the  mind  of  a  gentleman  more  given  to 
action  than  to  words. 

“Att  a  Court  holden  att  Northampton  ultimo  die  July  Ano  1651. 

Prsent  mrsteph:  charlton  1  mr  tho:  Johnson 
mr  edm:  scarburgh  J  mr jn°stringer 

Whereas  there  is  manifest  Pbabilitye  that  ye  Indyans  have  resolved  a  Confed- 
racie  of  Actinge  a  Sudden  massacrie  on  ye  Inha’itants  of  this  Countie,  Upon  serious 
consideracon  hereof  that  noe  may  bee  in  a  designe  of  soe  great  Consequence 

&  concrnml  (wherein  our  Psons,  fortune  &  Estate  may  bee  involved)  In  hopes  to 
Prvent  the  advance  in  their  intended  treacherous  plotts  8c  disband  those  parties 
(wdi  yet  wee  are  not  acquainted  wth)  It  is  therefore  thought  fitt  8c  ordr’d:  That 
(wth  all  possible  expedicon)  there  bee  p'ssed  for  ye  Prsent  designe  Ifoure  8c  twenty 
Horse  8c  Mares  (accordinge  to  a  List  annexed  to  this  ord1  wth  saddles,  Bridles, 
sufliU  teddering  Ropes,  pistolls,  carbines  8c  shorte  snoods. 

It  is  furthr  thought  fitt  8c  ord’r’d  That  in  case  there  shall  not  by  the  ownrs  of 
ye  scl  Horses  &  Mares)  bee  Prvided  8c  appointed  Pbable  able  Riders  8c  a  Competent 
numb1'  for  ye  whole  Ptie  of  Horse,  then  the  Sherr[iff]  (or  his  Depy)  is  hereby 
Authorized  8c  required  to  p'sse  men  to  bringe  up  the  horses. 

Itt  is  Determined  8c  hereby  signifyed  to  those  Psons  (whome  it  maye  have 
relacon  unto)  That  upon  Monday  next  (whether  volunteer  or  prrssed  fayle  not  to 
meet  att  Nuswattocke  att  the  howse  of  Rich:  Baily  about  3  or  4  of  ye  clocke  in  ye 
afternoone  wth  Pvicon  [provision]  8c  such  Accoutramts  as  shall  necessarily  bee  use- 
full.  Each  man  is  to  bringe  wth  him  halfe  a  pownd  of  gunpowdr  w1*1  shott  8c  Bulletts 
Pporconable.  And  Pvicon  for  one  weeke.  Here  of  fayle  not  8:c. 

This  ordr  was  Assented  unto  8:  signifyed  undr  ye  hands  of  Collon11  Nath11 
Llittleton  8c  Argoll  Yardley  Esqre. 

Teste  me  edm:  mathews  Clic  Cur.” 

It  will  be  noted  that  some  of  the  justices  were  not  present  on  the  bench  at  this  session  of 
July  31,  1651,  but  Littleton  and  Yardley  assented. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  &c.,  No.  4,  1651-1654,  folio  36-dorso]: 

“Att  a  Court  holden  att  Northampton  the  last  of  July  Ano  1651. 

Prsent  M1  Step:  Charlton  1  Mr  Tho:  Johnson 
M1  Edm:  Scarburgh  j  Mr  Jn°  Stringer 
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It  is  thought  fitt  8c  orderd  that  any  Horsema  listed  for  ye  designe  (concrneinge 
the  Indyans)  shall  hereby  have  powr  to  make  inquiry  8c  take  upp  any  Armes  hee 
wanteth  for  ye  service  intended  wch  shall  necessarily  bee  imployed  in  the  Voyage 
of  any  Inhai’te  [inhabitant]  in  Northampton  County  either  for  man  or  Horse. 

By  virtue  of  the  wthin  menconed  order  assented  unto  by  the  Wor11  Collo11 
Nathan11  Llittleton  Esq.  The  bearer  hereof  is  Authorised  to  take  upp  either  Bridles, 
Sadies,  Ropes,  Pisiolls,  Carbines,  Swords,  girths,  (or  any  other  necessary)  for  the 
prsent  imploym1  8:  service  agl  the  Indyans  And  the  same  to  bee  Responsable  for 
when  ye  designe  is  finished. 

August  2d  1651 

NATH:  LITTLETON” 


[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  &c.,  No.  4,  16^  1-1654,  folio  188]: 

“The  Engagm1  tendered  to  ye  Inhabitants  of  Northampton  County  Eleaventh 
of  March  1651,  (Ano  1651)  [1652]. 

wee  whose  Names  are  subscribed;  do  hereby  Engage  8:  promise  to  bee  true  8c 
faithfull  to  the  Comonwealth  of  England  as  it  is  now  Established  wthout  Kinge  or 
bowse  of  Llords. 

Argoll  Yardley  ]  }n°  Stringer 
Wm  Waters  Tho:  Johnson 

Wrn  [ones  Rich.  Vaughan 

Tho:  Sprigge  Dan11  Baker 

[These  are  the  names  of  the  first  signers  at  the  head  of  the  record]. 


25  of  March: 
Nathan11  Llittleton 
Edm:  Scar  burgh 
Obedience  Robins 


Sixty-three  men  signed  on  that  25th  of  March;  thus  they  signed  on  the  first  day  of  the  year 
1652.  Among  these  signers  were: 

“[no.  Ayres  Georgius  Hacke  Stephen  Charlton.” 


One  hundred  and  fourteen  more  signed  five  days  later,  on  the 
“Tricessimo  die  Marty”,  1652,  including 


“  [no.  Custis 
[no.  Johnson  [r. 
[no.  Johnson  Sr. 
James  Johnson 


Wm  Gower 
Wm  Jorden 
Rich.  Kellam 


Rich.  Hill 
Charles  Scarburgh 
James  Atkinson 
Randall  Revell 

Teste  edm:  mathews,  Clr.  Cur. 

Recordare  vicesimo  die  mensis  Augusty  1652. 

26  July  1653,  in  open  Court . Lieft  Spriggs 

subscribed  this  Ingagm’t . Tho.  Spriggs 

edm.  mathews,  Cler.  Cur.  Count.  Northampton.” 


Thus  the  people,  far  from  repudiating  the  official  military  acts  of  Thomas  Johnson  and 
Capt.  Scarburgh  against  the  Indians,  which  Justice  William  Andrews  had  opposed,  acclaimed 
both  Johnson  and  Scarburgh  by  electing  them  to  the  highest  offices  within  the  power  of  the 
freemen  of  Northampton.  One  notes  that  Justice  William  Andrews  was  not  elected  a  Burgess. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  &c.,  No.  4,  1651-1654,  folio  66  dorso]: 
“Mr  Tho:  Johnson”  was  present  throughout  the  court  session  as  a  justice  on 
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March  30th,  1652,  when  it  appears  from  the  following  first  entry  that  he  had  “sub¬ 
scribed  the  Ingagem1”— the  oath  of  fealty  to  the  Government  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  England:  viz: 

“By  virtue  of  ye  Imunitie  imparted  &  confered  upon  Northampton  County  By 
the  Comissionrs  for  ye  State  8c  Comonwealth  of  England: 

wee  the  Comissionrs  of  the  sJ  Countie  (who  have  subscribed  the  Ingagm1) 
have  this  daye  made  choyce  of  8c  Approved  Edmund  Mathews  to  Execute  the  place 
8c  office  of  Clarke  for  our  sl1  Countye”  [etc.] 

Thomas  Johnson,  Gent.,  began  his  service  as  a  burgess  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia  with  special  instructions  from  the  inhabitants  of  Northamp¬ 
ton  to  present  to  the  House  of  Burgesses  their  case  for  a  reduction  in  taxes.  These  instructions 
were  handed  to  him,  and  the  other  gentlemen  elected  at  the  same  time,  in  written  form  and 
were  approved  of  by  the  Justices  of  the  county  court  on  March  30th,  1652,  when  Thomas 
Johnson  was  one  of  those  present  on  the  bench,  though,  naturally  none  of  the  Justices  then 
present  signed  the  instructions.  These  instructions  are  of  interest  to  us  as  revealing  some  of  the 
conditions  under  which  our  ancestors  then  found  conditions  unfavorable  to  their  well-being 
and  happiness. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  4, 1651-1654,  folio  67]: 

“The  xxxth:  of  March  Ano  1652. 

wee  (whose  names  are  undrwritten)  this  daye  made  choyce  of  by  the  Inhabitants 
of  Northampton  Countie  in  Virginia  to  give  Informacons  and  Instruccons  to  ye 
gent.  Ellected  Burgesses  for  this  prsent  Grand  Assemblie  in  relacon  to  such  matters 
as  conduce  to  our  Peace  8c  Saftie.  And  for  ye  Redress  of  those  agreements  wch  (att 
prsent)  Wee  are  Capable  &  Sensible  of  in  our  sd  Countie  of  Northampton. 

Impris.  wee  the  Inhabitants  of  North’t0n  Countie  doe  complayne  that  from 
tyme  to  tyme  Pticulr  yeares  past  wee  have  Submitted  8c  bine  obedient  unto  the 
payin'1  of  Publiq  Taxacons.  But  after  ye  yeare  1647  Since  yc  tyme  wee  conceive  8c 
have  found  that  ye  Taxes  were  very  weightie.  But  in  a  more  especiall  mannr.  (undr 
favor)  Wee  are  very  sencible  of  ye  Taxacon  of  fforty  sixe  pownds  of  Tobaco  P  poll 
(this  P'sent  yeare.)  And  desire  yc  ye  sume  maye  bee  taken  off  ye  charge  of  the 
Counties. 

ffurthk  wee  alleadge  that  after  1647  wee  did  understand  8c  suppose  our 
Countie  of  Northampton  to  bee  disioynted  8c  sequestered  from  ye  rest  of  Virginia; 
therefore  that  Lawe  wch  requireth  8c  inioyeth  Tacacon  from  us  To  bee  Arbitrary 
8c  illegal!,  fforasmuch  as  wee  had  neither  Sumons  for  Elleccon  of  Burgesses  nor  voyce 
in  their  Assembly  dureinge  the  tyme  aforesA  But  only  the  Singub  Burgess  in  Sep- 
temr  Ano  1651 : 

wee  conceive  that  wee  may  Lawfullie  P’test  ag1  the  P’ceedeings  in  the  Acts  of 
Assemblie  for  Publiq.  Taxacons  (wch  have  relacon  to  Northton  Countie  since  yc 
yeare  1647. 

the  Cent,  who  are  (att  P'sent)  to  speake  in  our  behalfe  can  sufficiently  declare 
what  is  necessary  to  bee  Expressed  to  this  effect  (wch  wee  refer  to  them) . 

our  desire  is  that  there  maye  bee  an  Annuall  choyce  of  Magistrats  in  Northamp¬ 
ton  county.  And  if  our  Countie  maye  not  have  ye  Prviledge  of  a  peculier  Govrmt  8c 
Propriety  (att  present)  granted  wthin  our  prcincts:  That  then  yo11  Request  8c  plead 
that  all  Causes,  suits  or  Tryalls  (of  what  nature  born)  maye  bee  comenced  8c  for 
future  tyme  Determined  in  our  stl  Countie  of  Northampton. 
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if  there  bee  a  free  8:  gen’all  vote  for  a  Govrnorr  they  shall  Ellect  Mr  Richard 
Bennett. 

wee  the  Inhabitants  of  Northampton  Countie  wth  unanimous  consent  8c  plen¬ 
ary  approbacon  Rendr  our  voyces  for  the  sd  Escp  Bennett. 

The  People  doe  further  desire  that  Taxacon  for  ffortie  sixe  pownds  of  tobac 
a  head  may  not  bee  Collected  by  the  Sheriffe  (untill  answr  of  the  Question  from  the 
Grand  Assemblie  nowe  sumoned.) 


Witnes  our  Names  subscribed  the  day  8c  yeare  aforesd. 


Stephen:  Charlton  ' 
Llevyne  Denwood  > 
Jn°  Nuthall 


Wm  Whittington 
Jn°  Ellis 
Steph:  Horsey 


RecordaV  Decirno  die  mense  May  1652 

P  me  edm:  mathews  Clic  Cur.” 


With  his  election,  as  a  member  for  Northampton  County,  to  the  House  of  Burgesses  of 
the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  Thomas  Johnson,  Gent.,  did  not  retire  from  the 
Bench  of  that  county  until  the  opening  of  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  for  which  he 
had  been  elected. 

Thomas  Johnson  was  first  recorded  under  the  title  of  Captain  at  a  Northampton  court 
of  the  25th  of  May  1652.  This  corresponds  with  his  election  to  the  House  of  Burgesses.  The 
military  designation  did  not  then  mean  that  he  was  performing  any  active  military  service; 
it  implied  merely  that,  as  a  Burgess,  he  became  invested  with  the  power  and  authority  to 
act  in  a  military  capacity  when  and  if  occasion  should  so  require.  It  was  also  customary  for  a 
new  Burgess  to  be  called  Captain  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  and  as  signifying  his  eminence  in 
the  county  he  represented.  Edmund  Scarburgh,  his  intimate  friend,  was  first  recorded  as 
“Leift.  Co11”  on  the  same  day.  At  this  same  Court  of  May  25,  1652,  where  he  sat  among  other 
Justices  and  became  first  recorded  as  “Capt.  Tho:  Johnson”  he  received  a  land  grant  from 
the  court  in  the  following  terms:— “Certiffic[ate]  was  this  day  granted  to  Capt.  Tho.  Johnson 
for  foure  hundd  8c  50  Acr.  of  L.”  The  names  of  the  headlights  therefor  also  appear  on  the 
record  as: 


Gilbert  Henderson  ' 
James  Cammre 
Jn°  Elson 


Geor.  Andrews 
Debora  Dutton 
Jn°  Cropley 


Joane  Boote 
Tho:  Bullocke 
Wm  Cropley. 


‘‘Capt.  Tho:  Johnson”  was  at  court  on  June  13th,  1652,  and  on  July  28,  1652.  At  this 
latter  session  his  wife  began  a  suit  against  “one  John  Cobb”,  viz: 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  4, 16^1-16^4,  folio  89  dorso]: 

“Upon  consideracon  of  the  Suite  this  daye  Comenced  by  Mr*s  Ann  [here  called 
‘Ann’]  ye  wife  of  Capt.  Thomas  Johnson  upon  an  Accon  of  conspiracye  agl  one 
Jn°  Cobb  for  ye  scandal!  8c  opprobrious  aspercon  hee  hath  devulged  agl  the  sd  Mris 
Jane  [here  called  ‘Jane’]  ye  wife  of  Capt.  Tbo:  Johnson  (nowe  his  Mr  [Master]). 
It  is  thought  fitt  8c  ordrd  (as  a  iust  8c  due  censure  of  his  desert)  That  ye  sd  fn°  Cohb 
shall  forthwth  rec[eive]  (upon  his  Naked  shoulders)  Ten  lashes  8c  pay  charge  in  ye 
Suite  als  Exec.  Its  further  thought  fitt  and  ordrd  yt  Alice  ye  wife  of  George  Truhett 
shall  make  publiq  acknowledgnd  (in  Cur.)  of  ye  scand*e  8c  Iniury  by  her  spoken  Sm¬ 
arted  agl  ye  sd  Mlis  Jane  [here  called  ‘Jane’]  Johnson,  otherwise  to  remayne  in  ye 
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Sherr.  his  custodie  untill  ye  same  bee  accordingly  Pformed.  And  yl  she  pay  all 
charges  (on  her  behalf)  in  ye  suite,  a]s  Exec.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  4,  1651-1654,  folio  90]: 

Court  of  “28°  die  July  1652. 

Prsent:  Lleift  Collon11  Obedience  Robins 

Maior  Wm  Andrews 
Capt.  Steph:  Charlton  J  Mr  W,n  Jones 
Capt.  Tho:  Johnson  J  Capt.  Wm  Whittington 

whereas  divrse  Indyans  from  ye  Towne  of.Onnoncocke  have  declared  unto  us 
yt  through  ye  aflfecconate  love  they  have  borne  unto  our  nation,  have  from  tyme 
to  tyme  stiffen  ed  us  to  Seate  upon  their  Lands  for  some  smale  satisfaccon  rec’d  of 
us  for  ye  sd  Lands.  Insomuch  yl  the  sd  Indyans  are  nowe  straightned  from  their 
hunteinge  (a  great  parte  of  their  releeife  consisteninge  thereupon)  &  after  they 
have  declared  yl  lately  yl  yl  lately  [sic.]  div’se  of  our  people  have  bine  in  their  woods 
&  have  laid  out  Lands  (even  unto  ye  very  Towne  of  Oanancocke);  wth  if  they  should 
parte  wth,  they  should  utterlye  destroye  ye  Inheritance  of  themselves  &  of  their  pos- 
teritye;  It  is  therefore  thought  fitt  &  ordrd  That  noe  man  shall  pi's  tune  to  seate 
upon  any  Land  of  ye  Northside  of  Pungotegge  untill  composicon  bee  made  wth  the 
Indyans.  And  yc  ye  same  bee  manifested  to  ye  Cou't  by  some  Indyans  beinge  of  their 
great  men.” 

[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville;  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire., 
No.  4,  1651-1654,  folio  101  dorso]: 

‘‘Att  a  County  Court  holden  att  Northampton  28th  of  Septembr  1652 . 

Upon  ye  CompB  of  Richard  Kellum  that  hee  hath  lost  a  gun  wth  powdr  & 
shott  8c  other  goods  wch  are  taken  by  the  Insolence  of  ye  Indyans.  Its  ordrd  yl 
Wockywome  shalbe  sent  for  unto  yc  howse  of  Lleift.  Collon11  Edm:  Scarburgh, 
Capt.  Thomas  Johnson  &  Mr  Rich:  Vaughan  beinge  there  prsent  to  demand  yc 
goods  taken  from  ye  scl  Kellum  of  Wockywompe;  whereby  hee  maye  bee  compelled 
either  to  bringe  ye  same  in  (or  those  Indyans  wch  stollen  them) ,  wch  if  hee  refuse 
to  doe,  Leift.  Collon11  Scarburgh,  Capt.  Johnson  &  Mr  Richard  Vaughan  are  re¬ 
quested  to  send  &  use  such  meanes  either  by  takeinge  his  gun,  -whereby  hee  maye 
be  compelled  to  come  in  8c  make  satisfaccon  (or  otherwise  as  they  shall  thinke 
fitt) .” 

Although  elected  a  burgess  for  Northampton  in  1652,  Capt.  Thomas  Johnson  was  recom¬ 
missioned  as  a  Justice  of  that  County  by  the  new  Governor  of  the  Colony,  Richard  Bennett. 
The  document  by  which  the  appointment  was  made  applied  to  the  entire  commission  for  the 
county.  It  stipulates  the  powers  reposed  in  the  appointees  and  was  the  first  commission  for¬ 
mally  so  issued  to  the  appointees  “in  ye  name  of  ye  Keepers  of  ye  Liberty  of  England  by 
authority  of  Parlam1:”  Its  importance  warrants  our  citation  of  its  provisions: 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  4, 1651-1654,  folio  116  dorso]: 

‘‘THE  COMMISSION  FOR  NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

to  all  to  whoine  these  prsents  shall  come  I  richard  bennett  Esqr:  Govrnr  8c 
Capt.  Gen’all  of  Virginia  send  greeteings  in  or  Lord  God  evdastinge: 

whereas  for  ye  ease  of  ye  Country  8c  quicker  dispatch  of  bussines  The  Govrnor 
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&  Counc11  of  State  have  usuallie  appointed  in  places  convenient  Inferior  Courts 
of  Justice,  and  Comissionrs  for  ye  same  to  determine  of  Suits,  and  for  ye  punishm1 
of  such  offences  as  yc  Gov‘nor  &  Counc11  shall  thinke  fitt  to  give  them  power  to 
heare  8c  determine. 

and  whereas  by  Act  of  Assembly  bearing  date  att  James  Citty  ye  12  of  May 
1652  it  was  thought  fitt  yl  Comissions  should  bee  appointed  in  ev'y  County  for  ye 
Keepeing  ye  County  Courts  sixe  tymes  in  ye  yeare  accordinge  to  ye  69  Act  of 
Assembly  1652,  and,  oftenr  upon  extraordinary  causes  requi'd  8c  agreed  upon  by 
ye  Maior  Pte  of  ye  Comissionrs. 

now  know  yee  That  I  ye  sd  Richard  Bennett  Esq.  in  ye  Name  of  ye  Keepers 
of  ye  Liberty  of  England  by  Authority  of  Parlam1  Accordingly  have  assigned  8c  for 
ye  tyme  beinge  appoynted  yo11  8c  evry  of  yo11  whose  Names  are  heere  incerted  to  be 
ye  prsent  Comissionrs  of  8c  for  yc  County  of  Northampton. 


Lleift.  Co11  Obedience  Robins  ' 
Maior  Wm  Andrews 
Capt.  Steph:  Charlton 


Lleift  Co11  Edm:  Scarburgh 
Capt.  Edw:  Donahue 
Capt.  Tho:  Johnson 


[The  above  being  the  Senior  Justices  and  consisting  of  the  Quorum— The  lower 
were  the  newer  justices  who  could  not  hold  court  without  the  presence  of  some  of 
the  senior  justices  of  the  quorum]. 


Maior  Peter  Walker' 
Capt.  Jn°  Stringer  > 
Mr  Tho:  Sprigg 


Mr  Rich:  Vaughan  ' 
Mr  Wm  Waters 
Mr  Wm  Jones 


MrAnth:  Hodskins 
Mr  Wm  Whittington 


Civeing  8c  granteinge  unto  yo11  8c  any  foure  of  yo11:  whereof  Leift  Collon11 
Obedience  Robins  Maio1  Wm  Andrews  Capt.  Steph:  Charlton  Leift.  Collon11  Edm: 
Scarburgh  8c  Capt.  Steph:  Dowglas  to  bee  alwaies  one  full  power  8c  authoritye  to 
heare  8c  determyne  all  Suits  8c  controversies  betweene  partie  8c  Pties  it  beinge  law- 
full  for  any  Psons  to  Appeall  to  ye  Quartr  Cou‘t  att  James  Citty  in  any  matter 
depending^  before  yo11  (accordinge  to  ye:  5th  Act  of  Assemblie  1647)  wth  powr 
likewise  to  yo11  and  evrye  of  yo11  to  take  deposicons  8c  Examiacons  for  yc  cleareinge 
of  ye  truth: 

and  yt  yo11  bee  carefull  for  ye  conservacon  of  ye  peace  8c  ye  quiet  Govrment  8: 
Safety  of  ye  people  there  resideing  or  beinge.  And  y[  you  keepe  or  cause  to  bee 
kept  8c  recorded  all  ordrs  of  Court  8c  proclamacons  directed  to  yor  hands  from  ye 
Govrnor  8c  Con’11.  And  according  to  ye  same  as  neere  as  maie  bee,  accordinge  to  yc 
Lawes  of  England,  to  afflict  punishm1  upon  offenders  8c  delinquents.  And  to  doe 
and  Execute  whatsoev1  a  Justice  of  Peace  or  towe  or  more  Justices  of  ye  Peace  may 
4joe  or  execute,  Such  offences  only  excepted  as  concrne  ye  takeinge  away  of  life  or 

memb1. 

and  further  you  are  hereby  requird  from  tyme  to  tyme  to  keepe  (or  cause  to 
bee  kept  by  yc  Clarke  of  yor  Court)  Records  of  all  matters  8c  Controvrsies  decided 
8c  agreed  upon,  by  you  or  any  foure  of  yo11  as  aforesd  is  Provided: 

provided  further  8:  it  is  hereby  intended  that  those  of  y<-‘  Councell  of  State  in 
this  Collonye  are  to  Sitt  8c  bee  of  this  Comission.  And  to  take  their  places  8c  have 
their  voyces  in  Judicature  accordinge  to  their  degree  in  Counc11  (Although  they 
bee  not  Pticularly  nor  expressly  nominated  herein)  And  also  yc  it  shall  be  Lawfull 
for  any  of  ye  sd  Counc11  upon  Emergent  occasion  wth  ye  advice  of  one  or  more 
Comissionrs  To  call  8c  Keepe  a  Cou't  (in  the  absence  of  those  of  yc  Quorum  herein 
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named  and  Authorised)  untill  I  by  Comission  undr  my  hand  shall  signifie  to  ye 
Contrary. 

Given  undr  my  hand  this  15th  of  October  1(552 
ffor  Northampton  County 

,  .  .  .  1  .  .  ’  Ri:  BENNETT 

this  pop  inclosed  in  ye  >  „ 

^  k  .  ’  WM  CLAIBORNE,  Sec. 

Comission 


The  proclamation  by  the  practical,  business-minded  Cov.  Bennett,  then  adds  the  names 
of  certain  of  the  Justices  whom  he  especially  endows  with  authority  upon  military  matters. 
Thus,  as  Thomas  Johnson,  Gent.,  is  thereby  officially  designated  as  a  Captain,  this  document 
from  Gov.  Bennett  was  actually  Thomas  Johnson’s  commission  as  a  Captain  in  the  militia 
of  Virginia.  The  names  of  those  so  commissioned  follow  the  above  signature  of  “Ri:  Bennett”, 
to  wit: 

“Collon11  Argol!  Yardley  J  Maior  Peter  Walker  8c 
Lleift.  Co11  Obedience  Robins  J  Capt.  Edw:  Dowglas 

from  Hungars  Crceke  to  Maggattey  bay. 

Co11:  Nath51  Llittleton  J  Maior  W rn  Andrews 
Lleift  Coll.  Edm:  Scarburgh  J  Capt.  Tho:  Johnson 

For  ye  rest  of  yl  County. 

These  before  named  or  any  Towe  or  more  of  them  in  evry  County  respectively, 
to  have  ye  Power  of  the  Millitia  &  (upon  evry  Emergent  occasion)  to  drawe  ye 
people  unto  Amies;  to  appoint  them  undr  offices.  To  See  ye  Soldirs  mustred  & 
their  Armes  to  bee  looked  to;  To  See  that  they  bee  kept  fixt;  To  take  charge  of  ye 
Powder  ec.  And  to  suppresse  all  violence,  mutine  8c  Insurrecons  of  ye  Indyans  (or 
other  enemies) .  And  gen’allie  to  Pceed  therein  from  tyme  to  time  (as  they  shalbe 
ordrd  8c  appointed  by  the  Assembly  or  by  the  Govrnor  8c  Counc11)  : 

The  former  Gollonlls  of  each  Regiment  who  hath  reed  ye  late  I.evie  of  sixe 
pownds  P  poll  to  bee  accomptable  for  ye  same  unto  ye  Comis’rs  for  ye  Millitia  of 
each  County.  And  they  to  send  their  Accott  to  ye  next  Assembly. 

Teste  robt.  huberd 

Clic  Conn1. 

Recordatr  vicesimo  sexto  die  mensis  Novembr  16 52. 

P  me  edm:  mathews  Clic  Cur.” 


[These  records  are  given  to  continue  the  preservation  of  the  old  Court  Records  which  are  fast 
crumbling]. 

Edmund  Scarburgh  signed  the  Northampton  Engagement  dated  25  March,  1651,  but 
on  30  March,  1652,  after  the  Royalist  party  took  the  opportunity  caused  by  some  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  among  the  people  with  the  Parliamentary  Party  (the  Engagement) ,  and  with  the  Acts 
of  Assembly,  Supposedly  led  by  Scarburgh,  formed  a  committee  of  six  men  “to  draw  up  a 
protest  against  their  present  conditions”  etc.  So  this  people’s  committee  order,  though  not 
signed  by  Edm.  Scarburgh,  may  have  had  his  tacit  approval.  He,  perhaps,  in  sentiment,  pri¬ 
vately  remained  a  Royalist.  Whether  Lt.  Col.  Thos.  Johnson  favored  this  protest  we  know 
not.  The  “protest”  was  made  to  the  Northampton  Burgesses  “for  this  prsent  Grand  Assem- 
blie”,  “and  for  ye  Redresse  of  aggreevances”.  Among  the  items  protested  against  were  “the 
Taxacon  of  llorty  sixe  pounds  of  tobacco  P  poll.”  The  document  continues:  “Wee  conceive 
that  wee  may  Lawfullie  Ptest  agt.  the  Pceedings  in  the  Act  of  Assemblie  for  publiq  Taxacons 
wch  have  relacon  to  Nortlnnton  Countie  since  ye  year  1647”;  and  “that  there  may  bee  an 
annual  choyce  of  Magistrates  in  Nortlnnton— that  all  Causes,  Suite  of  Tryalls  may  be  deter- 
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mined  in  our  sd  Countie  of  Northampton”.  The  protest  also  proclaims  that,  realizing  that 
the  Governors  of  Virginia  had  all  been  appointed  and  chosen  in  England,  “if  there  bee  a  free 
&:  genrU  vote  for  a  Governor  Wee  wth  unanimous  consent  &  plenary  aprobacon  Rendr  our 
voyce  for  the  sd  Esq.  Bennett.”  The  signers  were  Stephen  Charlton,  Llevyne  Denwood,  Jno. 
Nuthall,  Wm.  Whittington,  Jn°  Ellis,  Steph.  Horsey.  The  protest  was  occasioned,  in  part, 
by  the  fact  that  from  March  12th  to  April  3d.,  1652,  Virginia  was  under  the  authority  of 
Parliamentary  Commissioners,  not  chosen  by  the  people  as  previously  in  the  county  set-up. 

There  were  quite  a  number  of  Dutchmen,  some  with  ships,  on  the  Eastern  Shore.  The 
Dutch  were  accused  of  irregularities  by  some  of  the  Virginia  English,  and  one  of  the  ships 
sailing  between  Virginia  and  Holland  was  seized  and  carried  off  as  having  no  license  from 
the  English  Parliament  to  trade  with  Virginia.  The  Justices  of  Northampton  sought  to  pre¬ 
serve  that  trade  and  in  1652  sent  representatives  to  the  Council  of  Virginia,  signed  by  Thomas 
Johnson,  Obedience  Robins,  Edward  Douglas,  Wm.  Andrews,  Jn°  Stringer,  Wm  Jones  and 
Wm  Whittington,  all  being  Justices  of  Northampton,  thereby  revealing  that  the  matter  was 
one  to  be  dealt  with  by  higher  authority.  The  statement  thus  sent  to  the  Council  will  be 
given  later. 

In  May,  1653,  Stuyvesant  sent  two  officials  to  James  City  to  adjust  matters;  but  Gov. 
Bennett  referred  them  to  the  higher  authority,  the  Council  of  State  in  England. 

[The  Early  History  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  by  Mr.  Jennings  Cropper  Wise, 
pages  143  and  144]:  “In  the  meantime  the  justices  had  become  involved  in  a  disagreement 
among  themselves,  and  Capt.  Johnson  refused  to  join  in  their  measures.  So  acute  became  the 
dissention  of  the  Commissioners  [Justices  of  Northampton]  that  the  people  themselves  took 
up  the  matter,  looking  upon  Johnson  as  their  champion.  The  trouble  came  to  a  climax  in 
June,  1653,  when  Capt.  Johnson  assembled  the  people  in  Dr.  George  Hacke’s  old  field  and 
read  aloud  to  them  certain  orders  of  the  [other  County]  Commissioners,  of  which  he  dis¬ 
approved.  Wild  disorder  followed,  and  Stephen  Horsey  [afterwards  a  prominent  Quaker  and 
citizen  of  Maryland]  who  was  one  of  the  People’s  Commissioners  and  who  had  subscribed 
his  name  to  the  Protest  in  their  behalf,  cried  out  that  the  Commissioners  [Justices  of  North¬ 
ampton  County]  were  a  company  of  ‘asses  and  villyanes’,  and  thereupon  the  throng  voiced 
his  sentiments  by  cheering  vociferously  and  assumed  a  very  defiant  attitude  towards  the 
authorities.  [See  Ntn.  Record,  June  1653,  affidavits  of  Thos.  Harmanson  and  Dr.  John 
Severne.  Thomas  Harmanson’s  affidavit  states  that  he  was  “a  German  born  in  the  Dominion 
of  Bradenburg,  but  now  an  inhabitant  in  Ntn.  Co.,  professing  Protestant  Religion.  Affidavit 
dated24  0ct.  1684  [?]  [1654]”]. 

“Becoming  greatly  alarmed  by  such  proceedings  and  realizing  their  inability  to  prevent 
such  gatherings  the  Commissioners  determined  to  call  upon  the  government  at  James  City 
for  support.  The  affair  in  Dr.  Hacke’s  field  was  represented  as  a  revolt  and  evidence  w'as 
collected  to  bring  the  instigators  to  Justice. 

“Those  citizens  of  the  County  who  had  taken  no  part  in  the  Protest  nor  in  the  subsequent 
disorders,  now  became  greatly  alarmed.  Things  were  moving  too  rapidly  in  the  wrong  direc¬ 
tion  to  suit  the  conservatives,  who  in  turn  met  and  selected  a  committee  to  protect  their  inter¬ 
ests.  Forthwith  a  petition  was  drafted,  denying  that  the  reported  revolt  was  general  among  the 
citizens  of  Northampton.  But  things  had  progressed  to  a  dangerous  state,  and  the  county 
authorities  were  unable  to  cope  with  it,  and  appealed  to  the  government  again  for  imme¬ 
diate  aid.  In  July  the  House  of  Burgesses  issued  the  order: 

‘Whereas  the  paper  subscribed  by  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  Northampton  Coun¬ 
tie  is  scandalous  and  seditious  and  hath  caused  much  disturbance  in  the  peace  and 
government  of  that  County,  It  is  therefore  ordered  by  this  present  Grand  Assem- 
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bly,  That  all  the  subscribers  of  the  said  paper  bee  disabled  from  bearing  any  office 
in  this  country,  and  that  Leift.  Edmund  Scarburgh,  who  hath  been  an  assistant 
and  instrument  concerneing  the  subscribeing  of  the  same  bee  also  disabled  from 
bearing  any  office  until  he  hath  answered  thereunto,  and  the  honourable  Governor 
&  Secretarie  be  intreated  to  go  over  to  Accomack  with  such  assistants  as  the  house 
shall  think  htt,  for  the  settlement  of  the  peace  of  that  countie,  and  punishinge 
delinquents.’ 

[This  order  was  reversed  by  an  order  of  Assembly,  26th  March  1658.  Hening’s 
Statutes,  Vol.  I,  p.  380]. 

“According  to  an  order  of  this  Assembly,  upon  the  petition  of  Coll.  Nathaniel 
Littleton,  Coll.  Argoli  Yeardley,  Major  William  Andrews,  and  some  other  com¬ 
missioners  of  Northampton  County,  Master  Speaker,  Left.  Coll.  Edward  Major, 
Left.  Coll.  Geo.  Fletcher,  Coll.  Thomas  Dew,  and  Left.  Coll.  Rob’t  Pitt  are  nomi¬ 
nated  as  assistants  to  attend  the  Governour  and  Secretarie  for  the  settlement  of  the 
peace  of  that  county,  and  the  punishments  of  delinquents  there  according  to  their 
demerits,  the  appointment  of  all  officers  both  for  peace  and  warr,  the  division  of 
that  county,  and  the  hearing  and  determineing  of  the  businesse  of  damages  between 
Capt.  Daniel  How  and  Left.  Coll.  Edm’d  Scarburgh,  as  also  between  Capt.  John 
Jacob  and  the  said  Edmund  Scarburgh,  with  all  other  matters  and  things  necessary 
and  incident  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  that  place,  ffor  which  this  shall 
be  their  commission,  The  charges  which  the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  at,  both 
in  goeing,  stayinge  there  and  returneing,  to  be  levied  upon  those  persons  that 
occasioned  their  repair  thither.” 

[The  Early  History  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  by  Mr.  Jennings  Cropper  Wise,  page 
145]:  “A  few  days  after  the  passage  of  the  foregoing  acts  by  the  Assembly,  Gov.  Bennett  and 
the  gentlemen  selected  to  attend  him  left  James  City  for  Northampton.  Upon  arriving  there, 
the  Governor  instituted  a  court  of  investigation  on  July  20th.  Complaints  were  laid  before 
this  court  as  to  the  mutinous  and  seditious  actions  of  certain  individuals  of  the  county,  as 
being  repugnant  to  the  Government  of  the  Parliamentary  Commission.  A  number  of  agitators 
were  presented  and  fined  three  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco,  and  held  to  be  incapacitated 
from  holding  further  office  under  the  previous  Act  of  Assembly.  Among  them  was  Captain 
Thomas  Johnson,  whose  offense  must  have  been  more  serious  than  that  of  the  others,  for  he 
was  fined  five  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco  and  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace. 

“An  order  had  already  been  sent  to  the  court  from  James  City  to  arrest  Colonel  Edmund 
Scarburgh,  who  had  been  reported  to  have  a  large  store  of  arms  and  ammunition  on  board 
one  of  his  Indian  trading  ships.  A  less  brilliant  and  less  able  man  would  have  assuredly  suc¬ 
cumbed  beneath  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  him  by  his  enemies.  Shorn  of  political 
offices  by  the.  Assembly,  charged  with  seditious  conduct,  and  with  a  suit  for  damages  by 
Captain  Howe  hanging  over  him  (and  other  troubles)  he  was  in  a  sad  predicament.  Entrust¬ 
ing  his  affairs  to  the  care  of  his  friends,  to  be  untangled  by  them  as  best  they  cotdd,  he  dis¬ 
appeared  from  the  county,  it  is  thought  proceeded  to  New  Amsterdam  and  Boston.  Gov. 
Bennett  remained  on  the  peninsula  for  the  larger  part  of  a  year. 

“Scarburgh.  His  son,  Charles,  married  Gov.  Bennett’s  daughter.  By  August,  1654,  Edmund 
Scarburgh  had  returned  to  take  charge  of  his  affairs,  and  with  rare  skill  made  a  flanking  move 
to  divert  the  attack  of  his  enemies.  On  March  26,  1655,  the  Grand  Assembly  ‘acquitted  him  of 
all  previous  charges  and  reinvested  him  in  such  offices  &  employment  as  he  before  held  in  the 
Colony’ .’’—See  Scarburgh  Manuscript. 
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[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  &c.,  No.  4,  1651-1654,  folio  162]: 

Letter  from  Capt.  Thomas  Johnson  and  several  other  Justices  directed  to  the 
Honorable  William  Clayborne,  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of 
Virginia  in  behalf  of  the  Dutch  inhabitants  of  Northampton  County: 

“hule  sr-  Wee  ye  Comissionrs  of  Northampton  County  haveinge  recd  a  Peticon 
from  ye  Dutchmen  in  gen'all  (Inhabitants  in  this  County)  wherein  they  doe  not 
only  complayne  of  an  uniust  violence  threatned  to  bee  suddenly  Acted  upon  them 
to  their  utter  ruyne  But  did  alsoe  desire  a  Declaracon  to  yo1  I  Ionor  the  sense  of  their 
prsent  condicon  &  their  complyance  &  readdy  obedience  to  ye  State  of  England: 
And  to  all  ye  lawe  established  in  this  Collonye. 

wee  doe  therefore  Certifye  that  they  doe  8c  have  behaved  themselves  like 
honest  men  8c  loyall  subiects  to  ye  Govern1,  they  live  undr  standinge,  subscribed  ye 
Ingagm1  8c  performed  all  things  els  requird  of  them  in  ordr  to  their  obedience;  ffrom 
whence  (in  reason)  they  might  expect  Pteccon; 

wee  are  alsoe  of  oppinion  yc  (unless  they  have  an  ord1'  to  secure  them)  Not 
only  they;  But  ye  whole  County;  (if  not  ye  Countrye)  wilbe  in  danger  of  disturb¬ 
ance;  Howe  sad  consequenc  yl  maye  P’duce  wee  referr  together  wth  our  oppinions 
to  yr  able  }udgmts  Restinge. 


Yor  most  humble  8c  faithfull  Servants 


Northampton 


Dated  primo  die  rnense  Marty  Ano  1652  iuxa  ec.”  [1653] 


To  this  letter  a  reply  came  from  William  Clayborne,  Secretary  of  the  Colony  to  wit: 

“to  Ye  WOrll  COUrT  OF  NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY: 

Gent.  1  have  rec’d  yor  letter  concrneinge  ye  Dutch  men  in  yor  County  8c  yor 
sense  of  ye  Danger  they  maye  happen  (should  they  bee  left  to  ye  mercy  of  their 
Enemyes)  and  doe  approve  of  yor  Judgm1  in  ye  matter,  and  therefore  Advise  yl 
they  may  bee  Ptected  by  you  And  when  ye  Assembly  shall  sitt  furthr  ordr  shalbe 
taken  concreinsre  it. 

o 

Apr  ill  gdl  1653  Yor  Humble  Servant  w.  clayborne” 

The  Court,  being  thus  supported,  ordered  that  no  person  or  persons  “shall  not  from 
henceforth  mollest  or  trouble  any  of  yc  sd  Dutch  nation”  and  “that  those  of  ye  Militia  shall 
use  their  best  indevrs  to  suppress  all  such  yl  shall  in  a  fordable  maun1  Seaze  ye  sd  Dutch  men’s 
Psonsor  Esiats”.  [Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  IVills  ire.,  No.  4,  16^1-16^4 ,  folio  170 
dorso]. 

The  following  shows  Col.  Thomas  Johnson  as  a  Vestryman  of  Hungar’s  Parish  in  1652. 

[Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  Vol.  5,  page  35]. 


“At  a  Court  of  Vestry  held  at  the  parish  of  Northampton  June  16th,  1652, 
Present:  Edm’nd  Scarborough,  Thos.  Johnson,  Richard  Vaughan  (vestrymen) 
Ralph  Barlow,  Robt.  Parker,  John  Edwards,  Richard  Hill,  John  Ellis,  Wm.  Taylor, 
Richd.  Smyth,  Richd.  T egg,  and  Mr.  Thos.  Teagle  (minister).  That  day  Benj. 
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Matthews  and  John  Wise  were  made  choice  of  for  church  wardens  for  this  parish, 
and  having  administered  the  oath  unto  them  in  the  name  of  the  keeper  of  the 
Liberties  of  England,  by  authority  of  Parliament,  for  the  execution  of  their  office. 
They  also  appointed  Jno.  Taylor  Constable.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  IVills  ire.,  No.  4,  1651-1654,  folio  151  dorso]: 

‘‘Tho:  Johnson”  witnessed  on  July  12,  1653,  the  deed  of  Edmund  Scarbrough 
of  Accowmacke  to  Thomas  Teackle  of  negros  and  on  same  day  witnessed  Scarburg’s 
bill  of  sale  of  a  boat  and  cargo  to  Willyam  Brentton  of  Boston  in  New  England. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  4,  1651-1 654,  folio  220]: 

‘‘Alt  a  County  Court  holden  att  Northampton  28  March  1654 . ” 

“In  the  difference  dependinge  in  Court  betweene  Edward  Southerne  pit.  8c 
Capt.  Thomas  Johnson  Dft.  concrneinge  a  Clayme  for  service.  Its  ye  oppinion  of 
the  Co't  &:  ordrd  That  yc  Cause  bee  dismissed  ye  Court,  And  the  s(1  Edward 
Southerne  (for  his  unnecessary  mollestacon  of  the  sd  Capt.  Thomas  Johnson)  shall 
forthwttl  make  paynR  of  all  charges  in  ye  Suite  als  Exec.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville;  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  Book 
No.  5,  1654-1655.  [No  index]: 

The  title  page  bears  the  names  of  certain  of  the  justices  of  January  22,  1654, 
including  that  of  ‘‘Tho:  Johnson”.  The  occasion  thereof  is  that  there  was  ‘‘an 
intent  of  some  of  the  Magistrats  to  dismiss  him  [Edmond  Mathews]  from  his  sd 
office  of  Clerke  And  to  Entertayne  a  stranger  (whose  misdemeanrs  are  sufficiently 
knowne  in  ye  whole  Collonye  of  Virginia)  Doe  desire  that  those  Magistrats  (wch 
are  willinge  that  ye  sd  Mathews  maye  continue  in  his  sd  office)  doe  please  to  Sub¬ 
scribe  their  paper  att  ye  Request  of 

Yor  Servant  argoll  yardley” 

Court  of  28th  December  1G54;  also  28th  Feb.  1655,  “Capt.  Tho:  Johnson”  present. 

[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville;  “Orders  28  Sept.  1655 
to  12  ]any  1655-6“  folio  2 7] : 

“10th  of  September  Ano  1655. 

BY  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  MILITIA  IN  YE  LOWR  PARTS  OF  NORTHTON  COUNTY. 

whereas  sevrall  paprs  came  lately  unto  our  hands;  whereby  wee  understand 
that  ye  Indyans  are  of  late  growne  very  bould  &  insolent  8c  it  is  much  to  bee  doubted 
they  will  doe  great  mischeeife  unto  ye  Inhabitants  of  this  County  (if  they  bee  not 
some  wayes  in  tyme  prevented)  and  forasmuch  as  those  gentlemen  appoynted  for 
ye  Militia  in  ye  Upp  parts  of  this  county  have  given  us  to  understand  that  they 
forthwth  intend  to  Trayne  those  men  wlllin  their  Regim*  Wee  doe  well  approve 
of  the  same.  It  beinge  the  safest  course  can  bee  taken  for  ye  prsent. 

We  doe  alsoe  ordr  That  evrye  Capt.  respectively  wthin  our  Regimk  fitt  8c 
prpare  for  exercise  of  their  Company  And  that  imediatlye  aftr  ye  next  Court  holden 
in  our  parte  of  the  County  those  to  begin  yt  shall  bee  then  appoynted  &  the  rest 
to  followe  successively.  And  wee  doe  likewise  request  those  Gent,  of  the  Militia 
in  ye  Upp.  parts  that  they  will  doe  ye  same  soe  there  maye  by  this  Course  bee  one 
Company  or  other  on  foote  evry  Moneth  att  least:  And  yl  the  Capt.  of  the  Horse 
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exercise  his  Troope  once  evrye  three  Moneths  8c  ffur  (if  there  bee  occasion)  by  \vch 
meanes  ye  Indyans  maye  bee  deterred  from  their  mischeeveous  intent0. 

Prsent  collonll  argoll  yardley  esq. 

LLEIFT  COLLONLL  OBEDIENCE  ROBINS 

Maio1' Peter  Walker  J  Capt.  Wm  Waters 

Capt.  Edw:  DowglasJ  Capt.  Jn°  Stringer 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deed  Wills  ire.,  No.  5, 1654-1655,  folio  135]: 

“Court  of  220  die  ffebur.  1656 . 

“Upon  consideracon  of  ye  prsent  Accomodacon  for  ye  Burgesses  Ellected  in 
our  County  of  Northampton  for  March  Assembly  att  James  Citty.  Its  ordrd  by  the 
Court  That  Mr  Wm  Kendall  by  ye  fourth  of  March  next  have  in  readynes  a  sufhc1 
Boatc,  Tovve  men,  8c  such  Necessary  as  our  Burgesses  for  y°  County  shall  require 
for  their  voyage  to  or  att  the  Assemblye.  And  yl  the  scl  Mr  Wm  Kendall  bee  satisfyed 
for  his  Baote  8c  men’s  hire.  And  other  accotts  undr  the  hands  of  yegent  our  Burgesses 
att  y°  next  Cou‘t. 

Recordatr  Vicesimo  die  May  1656. 

P  edm:  mathews  Clic.  Cur.” 


[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deed  Wills  ire.,  No.  5,  1654-1655,  folio  1 36] : 

“ffrom  ye  ho:ble  the  govrnor  councell  &  BURGESSES  of  the  assembly  held 

ATT  JAMES  CITTY  THE  TENTH  DAYE  OF  MARCH  ANO  1656. 

The  Comissionrs  And  the  gent,  appoynted  for  Officers  in  ye  Militia  in  North¬ 
ampton  County. 


LB  Collon11  Thomas  Johnson 
Capt.  Jn°  Stringer 
Maior  Wm  Waters 


Collon11  Edm.  Scarburgh 
LB  Collon11  Edward  Douglas 
Capt.  ffrancis  Pott 

These  gent,  above  named  of  the  Quorum. 

Mr  Thomas  Sprigg  J  Maior  Sam11  Goldsmyth 
Mr  Wra  Jones  Mr  Levyne  Denwood 

Mr  Anth:  Hodgskins  ”  MrWm  Andrews 
Capt.  Wm  Whittington  Mr  Wm  Kendall 

Mr  George  Parker;  Mr  Hugh  Yeo;  Mr  Jno  Tilney 
ff or  ye  Militia  in  Northampton  Comity. 

In  the  Llower  prcincts: 

Collon11  Obedience  Robins 
Lit.  Collon11  Edw.  Dowglas 
Maior  Wm  Waters 


ffor  ye  Upper  prcincts: 

Collon11  Edm:  Scarburgh 
Lit.  Collon11  Tho:  Johnson 
Maior  Sam11  Goldsmyth 

vera  Copia 

CHARLES  NORWOOD,  CLC. 

to  the  Assembly. 

Recordat1'  vicesimo  Octav°  die  May  1657. 

P  edm:  mathews  Clic.  Cur  Court  Northampton.’ 


Tenth  daye  of  March  1656. 

Teste 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  Johnson  became  President  of  the  Northampton  County 
Court  for  the  session  of  May  28th,  1656.  He  appraised  the  estate  of  Major  Peter  Walker 
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on  February  5th,  1655.  [Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  foe.,  No.  5, 1654-1655  folio 
1 1  o  dorso] . 

Capt.  Thomas  Johnson  first  appears  recorded  with  military  rank  of  Major  “Att  a  Court 
holden  for  ye  County  of  Northampton  the  22th  of  January  1655”;  the  record  being  that  of 
the  Justices  present  in  Court  on  that  day.  His  name  as  “Maior  Tho:  Johnson”  is  the  second 
name  in  the  list  of  Justices,  being  preceded  only  by  the  name  of  his  intimate  friend,  “Collon11 
Edm:  Scarburgh”.  Four  months  later,  in  the  record  of  his  being  present  as  a  Justice  on  the 
bench  of  the  county  court  of  Northampton,  his  name  is  officially  entred  as  “Lt.  Coll:  Tho: 
Johnson”.  [Orders  Deeds  Wills  foe.,  No.  5,  165.1-1655,  folio  93  dorso].  Fie  continues  there¬ 
after  to  be  so  named  in  the  court  records  of  the  Justices  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  In  the  will 
of  the  Justice,  ‘‘Mr  Richard  Vaughan,  planter  of  Occahannocke  in  Accowmacke”  proved  on 
the  29th  of  July  1656,  occur  the  words  at  the  end  of  the  instrument:  ‘‘I  chuse  for  Qverseers 
Maior  Johnson  Mr  Jn°  Ellice  and  Mr  Steph:  Horseye.”  The  will  bequeaths:  ‘‘And  to  my  god 
Daughtr  Alice  Maior  (daughtr  in  Lawe  [step-daughter]  to  Maior  Thomas  Johnson)  towe 
Cowes  wth  Calfe”.  [Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  foe.  No.  5, 1654-1655,  folio  102]. 

[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville;  Order  Book,  No.  8, 1657- 
1664,  folio . ]:  [Deeds  &  Wills  are  in  a  separate  book  No.  7]. 

The  first  reference  to  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Johnson  as  High  Sheriff  of  North¬ 
hampton  County  occurs,  viz: 

“At  a  Court  held  at  Accomacke  in  The  County  of  Northampton,  the  29th  of 
January  Ano  1657” 

“It  is  ordered  that  Luit.  Co11  Tho.  Johnson  high  sherriffe  shall  pay  unto  Wil¬ 
liam  Johnson  five  hundred  and  forty  pownds  of  Tobacco  and  Casck  in  Case  yl  John 
West  make  no  ap’earance  next  Court  to  Answeare  ye  suite  of  the  said  Johnson 
otherwise  Execucon  with  court  charges.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book,  No.  8,  1657-1664,  folio  26]: 

“Court  of  28th  of  July  1G58.  There  was  an  Act  of  Assembly  the  last  yeare  that 
all  Ministers  accordinge  to  ye  Said  Act  should  bee  Exempted  from  ye  Country  and 

County  taxes  .  ye  High  Sherrife  is  also  ordd  or  his  deputie  to  take 

Spetiall  notice  for  ye  p’formance  of  ye:  P’mises.” 

The  sheriff  had  to  collect  all  taxes  levied  in  the  county,  in  addition  to  his  regular  duties 
of  attending  the  sessions  of  the  court,  executing  all  writs,  and  Executions,  and  making  arrests 
etc.  The  collection  of  the  taxes  was  his  most  difficult  task.  He  received  the  following  order 
from  the  County  Court  relating  to  arrears  in  payments  of  taxes  over  due: 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book,  No.  8,  1657-1664,  folio  23d]: 

“Court  of  28th  of  July  1658 . . . . 

“According  to  an  ordr  of  Court  baringe  date  the  [blank]  of  March  1658  to 
calj  all  Shirrifs  and  Collectors  to  an  Acc£  for  all  Collections  and  fines  Ever  since  ye 
yeare  47;  and  ye  high  sherriff  of  ye  County  Accordinge  to  ye  said  order  and  direc¬ 
tions  from  ye  Court  have  Somoned  in  all  Such  Sherriffs  &  Collectors  wch  P’bably 
have  any  arreas  in  their  hands  to  apeare  ye  30th  day  of  this  Instant  July  but  there 
beeinge  little  apearance  by  any,  Its  therefore  ord’d  yc  all  Such  Psons  yl  are  so 
Concerned  as  abovesd  to  make  their  appearance  upon  ye  first  of  Septembr  next  at 
ye  howse  of  Heny  Fielde  and  thereto  Exhibit  their  Accts  Unto  ye  Court  for  ye 
Clearinge  of  ye  Prmises  and  bee  yc  shall  bee  delinquent  to  bee  fined  Accordinge 
to  ye  discretion  of  ye  Court  and  Complaint  of  ye  People:” 
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The  will  of  Colonel  Thomas  Johnson,  taken  with  the  will  of  John  Maior  [Major],  shows 
that  this  Col.  Thomas  Johnson  married,  secondly,  the  widow  of  John  Maior  whose  will  dated 
March  4th,  1648,  contains  the  following  provisions  relating  to  a  possible  re-marriage  after 
his  decease  of  his  wife  and  relict: 

[Northampton  County,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Virginia.  Orders,  Deeds  Wills  etc., 
No.  3, 1633-31,  folio  133  and  i33dorso]  (Abstract)  : 

“In  the  name  of  God  Amen,  The  last  will  and  Testam1  of  Mr  Jn°  Maior . 

. dated  the  fourth  of  March  1647. 

Item.  My  howse  and  Land  whereon  I  nowe  dwell  unto  my  sonne  William 
Maior. 

Item.  As  for  ye  rest  of  iny  Estate  I  doe'make  my  Loveinge  wife  Jane  Maior  my 
whole  Executrix  in  trust  in  the  behalfe  of  my  Children  As  followeth: 

Item.  My  whole  estate  bee  equallye  Devided  Betweene  my  Loveinge  wife  and 
my  ffoure  Childreen  Vizt:  that  my  wife  shall  inioye  my  whole  Estate  Dureinge  her 
widdowhood  as  a  recompence  towards  the  mayntenance  8c  nurture  of  my  children: 

Item.  If  it  should  happen  that  my  wife  should  marrye,  then  my  will  is  that 
my  Children’s  Estate  maye  bee  Sequestered  And  sett  aparte  and  allienated  As  their 
owne  PP  [proper]  -whole  And  if  it  shall  bee  thought  fitt  that  my  wife  beinge 
marryed  the  Estate  shall  remayne  in  her  hands,  then  my  will  is  that  there  bee  good 
Security  taken  to  bee  Responsable  for  ye  sd  Estate. 

Item.  The  money  that  is  due  to  mee  from  Abraham  Johnson  wch:  I  valine  att 
Thirty  pownds  starl.[ing]  money,  for  My  Sallarye  8:  their  Storage,  Dyett  8c  other 
trouble  to  be  Layd  out  in  Llolland  in  goods  for  my  wife  8c  Children. 

My  welbeloved  freinds  Capt:  Wm  Stone  and  Mr  Hen:  Charlton  wilbe  ov’sers 
of  this  my  last  will  as  in  trust  in  ye  behalfe  of  my  welbeloved  wife  8c  Children. 
Signed,  Seabed  in  yc  jn°  maior 

Prsence  of  us 

Lleon:  Peadocke 

Jn°  Edwards 

Recordatr  Tertio  die  May  A  no  1648 
P  me  edm:  mathews  Clic  Cur.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  i rc.  No.  3,  1633-1631,  folio  142]: 

At  the  session  of  the  court  on  the  28th  of  August,  1648,  when  our  Justice 
Thomas  Johnson  was  present  as  a  Justice,  the  court  took  an  action  occasioned  by 
this  Thomas  Johnson’s  second  marriage,  to  wit:  “At1  ye  motion  8c  request  of  M1 
Tho:  Johnson  who  intermarried  wth  Jane  Maior  ye  Relict  8c  Admrx  of  Mr  Jn° 
Maior  deed  Its  thought  fitt  8:  ordered  that  noe  Adm’con  bee  granted  unto  any  othr 
Pson  or  Psons  before  ye  Admx  have  referr’d  ye  same.” 

{Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.  No.  3,  1633-1631 ,  folio  153]: 

“Att  a  Court  holden  att  Northampton  ye  28th  of  August  An°  1648.  Present— 

Mr  Tho:  Johnson”  [and  the  other  Justices]  .  “Upon  ye  pet.  of  Mr 

Tho:  Johnson  who  intermaryed  wth  ye  Relict  8:  Admrstrax  of  Mr  Jn°  Maior  deed 
Its  thought  fitt  8c  ordered  that  foure  men  bee  ellected  8c  hereby  Authorised  to 
apprayse  the  est.  of  the  scl  Mr  Maior,  tow  of  ye  sd  men  to  bee  noiated  [nominated] 
by  the  Extr  8c  the  other  towe  by  the  ovrseers  8:c.” 

“  A  Cirtiffic[ate]  is  this  daye  granted  unto  Mr  Tho:  Johnson  for  50  Acr.  of  Land 
due  unto  him  for  ye  transportacon  of  Robt.  Blacke.” 
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[The  pages  from  206  to  244  are  not  indexed.  This  is  the  last  order  of  court  applying  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Johnson  that  is  indexed  in  Book  3]. 

At  the  court  of  February  28th,  1649,  when  Collnel  Nathaniel  Littleton  Esq1', 
was  president  and  “M>  Tho:  Johnson”  also  present  with  other  Justices,  there  was 
ordered  recorded  a  record  of  “William  Maior  the  sonne  of  Mr  John  Maior  deed., 
the  number  k  mrke  of  his  Cattle”.  His  mother  was  then  married  to  our  Mr.  Thomas 
Johnson,  and  she  brought  the  record  to  court  viz:  “Delivred  into  ye  office  By  mee 
jane  the  wife  of  V  Mr  Thomas  Johnson, 
her  mrke 

Recordatr  clecimo  octavo  die  menss  Aprilis  Ano  1650 
P  me  edm:  mathews  CAer  Cur a” 


[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.  No.  3,  1645-1651,  folio  210]: 

“Att  a  Court  holden  for  ye  County  of  Northampton  yc  28th:  of  Aprill  Ano 
1650.  Prsent  Argoll  Yardley  Escp  Mr  Obedience  Robins  Mr  Steph:  Charlton  Mr 
Tho:  Johnson . 

Whereas  Mr  Thomas  Johnson  hath  made  appar  to  the  Court  that  there  is  due 
unto  Jn°:  Maior  orphant  ffifty  Acres  of  Land  by  Certiffic:  formdie  granted  unto 
Mr  J110:  Maior:  deed  the  late  father  of  ye  said  Jn°:  Maior  And  for  yc  Transportacon 
of  Susanna  Smyth,  Tho:  Hatterston,  Jn°  Cobb  and  Steph:  Barnes  twoe  hundd 
Acres  of  Land  And  to  yc  sdMr  Johnson  by  Rights  (viz1)  of  Elizabeth  Phillips  k 
Mary  Wilson  Alsoe  P  Assignm’t  of  one  Wm  Glover  fro  Mr  Jn°  Stringer  50  Acs.  more 
Its  therefore  ord’ed  that  Cirtifhc  bee  granted  unto  ye  said  Jn°  Maior  orphant  for 
ye  grant  of  ffoure  hundd  Acres  of  Lland  whereby  a  Pattent  maye  bee  obtained  for 
ye  same  And  that  ye  sd  Mr  Thomas  Johnson  (accordinge  to  his  P’mise  in  Cou't) 
shall  bee  ronsable  [responsible]  to  ye  heyre  of  ye  sd  Mr  Jn°  Maior  for  ye  Land  due 
unto  him  that  it  maye  bee  made  good  when  hee  hath  Indenture.” 


[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.  No.  3, 1645-1651,  folio  230  dorso]: 

Court  of  “Tricesimo  die  mensis  Octobrs  Ano  1650. 

Collon11:  Natha  Llittleton  Esq.  Comanendr  R:c. 

^  Mr  Obedience  Robins 
M>  Edm:  Scarburgh 
Mr  Tho:  Johnson 
Mr  Jn°  Stringer 


Prsent : 


Argoll  Yardley  Esqr 
Mr  Steph:  Charlton 
Mr  Edw:  Douglas 


It’s  ord’ed  by  the  Court  That  Mr  Tho:  Johnson  (who  marryed  ye  Relict  of 
Mr  Ju°  Maior  Deed)  shall  ye  next  Court  bringe  in  ye  wrightings  wch  have  relacon 
unto  yc  sd  Mr  Maior  his  estate  (viz1)  the  will  Inventory  8:  other  Manuscripts.  And 
<Uiat  y<-'  said  Mr  Tho:  Johnson  Ppose  such  things  (Concerninge  ye  said  Orphants) 
as  shalbe  accepted  by  ye  Comissionrs  that  furthr  ordr  maye  P’ceed.” 


A  genealogist  had  given  the  compiler,  without  proof,  the  name  of  Col.  Thomas  John¬ 
son’s  first  wife,  and  mother  of  his  children,  as  “Ann”.  There  is  nothing  in  the  records  she  can 
find  of  him  with  Ann  as  his  wife,  but  we  have  found  he  brought  in  a  Mary  Johnson  in  1642, 
with  no  children  attached  to  her  name.  There  is  no  record  we  can  find  where  he  brought  in 
his  children,  so  they  must  have  been  born  in  Northampton  County  and  were  by  his  first  wife. 
Obedience  Johnson,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  in  1643,  when  his  father  “Mr.  Thomas  Johnson” 
was  settled  in  Northampton  County,  Va.,  and  he.  Obedience,  had  a  daughter  Mary.  All  of 
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these  settlers  claimed  land  for  every  person,  which  would  have  been  200  acres  more  added 
to  his  patent.  A  Thomas  and  a  Richard  Johnson  were  brought  in  by  Capt.  Adam  Thorogood 
in  1635,  with  103  others,  Elizabeth  City  County,  Va.,  for  which  he  acquired  5,350  acres  of  land 
in  Princess  Anne  County,  but  we  presume  Capt.  Thorogood  was  first  living  in  Elizabeth 
City  County,  where  he  had  also  received  much  land. 

[. Patent  Book  I,  part  I,  page  179]: 

“Richd.  Johnson  [&  brother?]  &  Thos.  Johnson,  headlights  for  Capt.  Adam 
Thorogood  24  June  1635;  5350  acres  (105  persons  including  himself  and  wife 
and  Thos.  Thorogood)  northly  upon  Chesopeake  Bay  to  begin  at  first  Creek  of 
that  river.”  [Richard  Johnson  does  not  seem  to  have  settled  on  Eastern  Shore]. 

Thomas  and  William  were  brothers;  Thomas  went  to  Eastern  Shore;  William 
stayed  in  Norfolk  County. 

We  find  an  Ann  Jnoson  (Johnson)  brought  in  by  Mark  Foster  in  1654,  but  at  that  time 
Col.  Thomas’  first  wife  was  dead,  and  he  had  married  second  Jane  (Larrimore)  Major, 
widow  of  John,  and  daughter  of  Henry  Larrimore.  He  had  four  children  by  his  first  wife, 
Obedience,  Thomas,  Richard  and  Elizabeth.  He  left  to  his  son,  Obedience,  his  home  place, 
“Matasippy”,  Northampton  County,  Va.,  and  ‘‘his  Mother’s  rug”.  His  present  wife,  Jane,  was 
then  living,  but  apparently  had  no  children  by  him.  The  name,  Obedience,  of  course,  sug¬ 
gests  the  Robins  line,  who  also  had  a  son  Obedience,  but  we  have  been  unable  to  produce 
a  likely  first  wife  for  Col.  Thomas  Johnson,  unless  it  was  Mary. 

A  Mary  Johnson  was  brought  in  first  in  1635  by  John  Upton  [Patent  Book  No.  I,  part  I, 
p.  210— Cavaliers  and  Pioneers,  by  Nell  Nugent,  page  25],  and  later  by  Thomas  Johnson  in 
1642. 

Col.  Thomas  Johnson  had  a  brother  William,  who  remained  in  lower  Virginia,  and  his 
will  dated  1st  October,  1656  was  produced  from  Norfolk  County  Records,  in  which  he  men¬ 
tioned  his  brother,  ‘‘Mr.  Thomas  Johnson”  as  having  held  in  trust  property  and  tobacco  for 
his  three  children,  William,  Richard  and  Mary  Johnson.  Nicholaus  Mason  was  named  as 
Executor,  but  having  died,  his  widow,  Alice,  claimed  this  right. 

We  now  proceed  with  the  will  of  our  Col.  Thomas  Johnson. 

[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Deeds,  Wills  etc.,  1657-1666,  original  page  15 
dorso]:  Will  dated  25  Nov.,  1658,  pvd.  25  Dec.  1658. 

“ Coll  Johnson  the  last  will  and  testament  of  coll  thomas  Johnson  as 
his  Will  ffolloweth:  My  will  is  Wm  Maior  John  Maior  Tho  Maior  &  Jane 

gber:  Maior  have  paid  unto  Each  of  them  out  of  my  Estate  theire 

portions  Accordinge  to  theire  Father’s  will  and  Testament; 

My  will  is  yl  Tho:  Johnson  have  that  neck  of  Land  Called  ye  old  neck  8c  that 
Land  Abuttinge  to  it  beeinge  Pt  of  a  Pattern  of  Two  hundred  Acres  and  a  maire 
Coult  due  from  Mr  Yeo  wch  is  in  Lue  and  satisfaction  of  450:  Acres  of  Land  at 
v  Pungatage  Sould  be  mee  to  ye  said  Mr  Yeo:  which  I  doe  Confirme  by  these  P'ts 
the  Pattern  Beeinge  in  Tho:  Johnson’s  name. 

My  will  is  that  my  sonn  Obedience  Johnson  have  that  Neck  of  Land  Called 
Matasippy  where  I  notv  Live  Upon  when  hee  Atteines  to  18  yeares  of  Age.  I  give 
to  my  sonn  Richard  fower  Cowes  and  ye  Increase. 

My  will  is  that  such  stocks  of  Cattle  yl  I  have  given  to  ye  Children  I  doe 
Confirm. 

My  will  is  yc  Win  Maior  have  yt  Neck  of  Land  Called  ye  Popeler  Neck  abutinge 
upon  ye  Popeler  Branch  Conteininge  200:  Acres  of  Land  with  a  dwellinge  house 
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of  30  foote  to  bee  Built  upon  my  Charges  wch  Land  and  house  is  in  Lue  of  a 
Plantation  at  Nasswatux  belonginge  to  ye  said  Wni  which  I  sould  to  Mr  Wester- 
house  for  GoooU):  of  tobacco: 

The  rest  of  my  whole  Estate  I  give  to  my  wife  and  make  her  my  Executx  I 
desire  John  Robinson  &  Wm  Maior  to  bee  over  seears  of  this  my  will. 

To  Obedience  a  bed  and  Boulster  &  his  mothers  Rug. 

I  give  to  my  Sl  [Servant]  Hugh  a  Cowe  Calfe  when  hee  is  free. 

And  this  to  be  my  Last  will  &  Testament.  I  wittness  it  wth  my  hand  &  seale 
this  25th  of  Novembr  1 G 5 8 . 

Test  John  Dixson. 

THO:  JOHNSON 

The  Seale” 

[page  16]: 

“The  25th:  Novembr  1658. 

This  will  I  doe  Justefie  to  bee  ye  will  of  Thomas  Johnson  written  by  his 
Direction  and  read  over  unto  him  and  hee  beinge  therewith  pleased  sett  his  hand 
&  seale  and  this  bee  yc  very  truth  I  sweare 

JOHN  DICKSON 

Juratur  Coram  me. ...Sam1  Gouldsmith 

This  Will  was  proved  in  open  Court  ye  25th  day  of  Decembr;  An°:  1G58  by 
ye  Testimony  aforesaid  and  therefore  Allowed  of: 

Teste  john  boys  Cli  Cur.” 

Note:  Col.  Thomas  Johnson  also  left  a  daughter  Elizabeth,  proven  by  the  Will  of  John 
Major,  Jr.,  pvd.  18  July  16G6,  which  states:  “To  Sister  Elizabeth  Johnson.  To  biother  Richard 
Johnson”,  meaning  step-sister  and  step-brother.  [Accomack  County,  Va.,  Deeds  &  Wills, 
1663-1666  (I),  page  70]. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds  Wills  etc.,  1633-1666,  folio  35  dorso]: 

“Att  a  Court  houlden  for  North11  County  28th 
December  iGr,8 . Present . 

Lt.  C0110  John  Stringer,  Mr  Wm  Jones,  Capt  Wm  Whittington,  Mr  Anto  Hodgkins, 
Mr  Wm  Andrewes,  Mr  John  Robins. 

The  Will  of  Co11  Thomas  Johnson  was  proved  in  open  Court  by  the  testimony 
of  John  Dixon  and  Ordered  to  bee  Recorded.”  This  is  the  first  instance  of  our 
ancestor  Thomas  Johnson  being  named  in  the  court  records  as  a  Colonel.  The 
court  order  entered  next  following  the  preceding  reads: 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds  Wills  etc.,  1633-1666,  folio  36]: 

“In  the  Difference  dependinge  betweene  the  Widd°  Johnson  and  Sam1: 
Showed,  Its  Ordd  by  the  Court  Wth  ye  Consent  of  both  partys  that  the  Bussines  bee 
^  referred  to  the  Determination  of  Lt  Co11  Stringer,  Cap1  Whittington,  Capt  John 
Tilney  and  Capt  Wm  Michell.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds  Wills  etc.,  16^3-1666,  folio  37  dorso]: 

“The  Case  betweene  Mrs  Jane  Johnson  the  Widdow  and  Relict  of  Co11  Tho: 
Johnson  and  Samuell  Showles  beinge  referred  to  us.  Wee  award  that  the  sd  Showles 
shall  give  the  Widdow  a  Gen11:  Release  and  a  Speciality  for  1500  Pds  of  tobacco 
and  Cask  to  bee  paid  in  two  yeares  by  Equal  P°tions  and  an  other  Sufficient  man 
besids  himselfe  to  bee  bound  for  the  P’formance  thereof  and  in  Consideration 
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thereof  the  Widowe  is  to  give  the  said  Showles  a  Gen11:  Release  for  all  thinges,  the 
Bill  above  mentioned  Excepted. 

Wittnes  or  hands  yc  28th  of  Decemb:  1658. 

John  Stringer,  Wm  Whittington,  Jn°  Tilney,  Wm  Michell.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds  Wills  etc.,  1657-1666,  folio  45  dorso]: 

Court  of  April  5th  1659.  “Its  Ordd  that  Mrs  Johnson  Widdow  and  Rellicke 
of  Co11  Thomas  Johnson  shall  pay  unto  Dorithy  Watts  formerly  the  wife  of  Walter 
Williams  Eight  hundred  powndes  of  tobacco  &  Cask  due  to  her  for  funerall  charges 
provided  she  showe  noe  Cause  to  ye  Contrary  and  likewise  that  She  give  an  account 
the  next  Court  of  the  Estate  of  Walter  Williams.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds  Wills  etc.,  1677-1666,  folio  52]: 

Court  of  June  27th  1659.  “Its  Ordd  that  Mrs  Jane  Johnson  bee  Pd  out  of  ye 
Estate  of  Mr  Edm:  Mathews  for  two  Moneths  Acct  &  attendance  in  yc  time  of  his 
Sickness  three  hundred  Pds  tobacco  8c  Cask.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book  No.  8,  1677-1664,  folio  55]: 

Court  of  Nov.  28,  1659.  “Judgrn1  is  this  day  acknowledged  by  Thomas  Benthall 
unto  Mrs  Jane  Johnson  Widdow  &  Executrix  of  Co11  Thomas  Johnson  deceased 
for  ye  sume  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  &  forty  Pds  of  tobb.  8c  cask.” 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac;  Deeds  &  Wills  1667-1666,  folio  69 
dorso]  Abstract:  [John  Major  Jr.  Will] 

The  will  of  John  Major,  dated  “ye  sixt  of  May  An°  1664;”  proved  the  18th 
of  July  1664,  bequeaths  “to  my  Brother  Richard  Johnson  a  Mare  in  culler  Cray”; 
“to  my  sister  Elizabeth  Johnson  a  Red  Cow  8;  her  Increase”;  “to  my  Brother  Richard 
Johnson  my  Bed  and  what  belongs  thereunto,  my  wearing  Cloathes,  my  plantacon 
to  bee  equally  devided  betwixt  Richard  Johnson  &:  Wm  Walker,  my  Mother  liveing 
upon  ye  said  plantacon  so  longe  as  she  doth  remain  in  ye  Condicon  she  is  in”— “she 
maintaining  my  Brother  Richard  Johnson”;  “my  brother  William  Major  and 
Andrew  ffinnie  my  Overseers.” 

“Witnes:  Owen  X  Ocollena  ye  seale 

Andrew  ffinnie  john  ma”  [Major] 

William  Major.” 

Proof  of  the  Birth  of  Obedience  and  Thomas  Johnson  Sons  of  Col.  Thomas  Johnson. 
[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  4,  page  499]: 

“To  all  &c.,  Whereas  8cc.,  Now  Know  ye  That  I  the  said  Francis  Moryson 
Governor  8cc.,  Give  and  grant  unto  Obedience  Johnson  son  and  Heir  of  Thomas 
Johnson  Two  hundred  Acres  of  Land  situate  in  Northampton  County  at  Occahan- 
nock  Creek  at  the  head  of  Matacepe  Neck  bounded  on  the  Westward  parts  by  a 
branch  called  Cedar  branch  which  seperates  this  Tract  from  the  Land  of  Henry 
Edwards  8c  George  Suett  [Truett],  on  the  Northern  parts  by  the  Land  of  the  said 
Johnson,  on  the  Eastern  parts  by  a  branch  called  Pine  bridge  branch  8c  Southerly 
into  the  Main  Woods. 

The  said  Land  being  formerly  Granted  to  the  said  Majr.  Thomas  Johnson  by 
Patent  dated  the  14th  of  March  1655,  and  is  now  due  to  the  said  Obedience  as  Son 
and  Heir  aforesaid. 

To  Have  and  To  Hold  &c.,  To  be  Held  &c.,  Yielding  and  Paying  8cc.,  Provided 
8cc.,  Dated  the  20th  of  October  1661.” 
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“Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

I  hereby  certify  that  tire  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this 
office.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  15th  day  of  August,  1921. 

(SEAL)  “Jno.  W.  Richardson” 

Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  County  Va., 

Deeds  &  Wills  166.J-1671,  page  175]: 

“Jan.  17,  1670— Thomas  Johnson  [Jr.],  son  of  [Col.]  Thomas  Johnson  de¬ 
ceased,  to  confirm  his  will  dated  Nov.  25th  1658  sold  to  Hugh  Yeo  450  acres  in 
Pungateague  in  Northampton  County.  Patented  to  Thos.  Johnson  May  10,  1652. 
Wit.  Win.  Major.  Edw.  Revell,  Thos.  Ryding.” 

Children  of  Col.  Johnson  and  His  First  Wife,  Name  Unknown. 

1.  Obedience  Johnson  born  circa  1643,  married  before  1G  November  1665  Temperance 
Dolby.  Continued  in  this  manuscript— second  generation. 

2.  Thomas  Johnson  married  Ann  . 

Issue:  Richard,  d.  s.  p. 

3.  Richard  Johnson,  will  dated  20  Nov.  1673,  proved  18  Feb.  1673,  d.  s.  p.,  leaves  property 
to  brothers. 

4.  Elizabeth  Johnson,  no  record. 

Col.  Thomas  Johnson  married  (2nd)  Jane  Major,  widow  of  John  Major,  daughter  of 
Henry  Larrimore  of  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  whose  ship  was  seized  and  made  a  ‘Man  of  War’ 
to  bring  Governor  Berkeley  back  to  Jamestown  during  Bacon’s  Rebellion  in  1676.  By  her 
he  apparently  had  no  issue.  Her  Major  children  were  William,  John,  Thomas  and  Jane  who 
married  Andrew  Finney.  See  her  descent  given  later. 


SECOND  GENERATION. 


Obedience,  the  eldest  son  and  heir  at  law  of  Col.  Thomas  Johnson  (by  his  first  wife) 
was  so  called  in  the  original  Land  Grant  which  has  been  given. 

In  his  father’s  will,  dated  Nov.  28th,  1658,  he  was  to  receive  the  200  acres,  “Matasippy”, 
the  home  place,  when  Obedience  attained  18  years  of  age,  which  he  evidently  did  in  1661, 
as  on  Oct.  20th  that  year  he  received  the  Patent.  We  can  see  by  this  record  that  Obedience 
Johnson  was  born  in  1G43  and  was  15  years  old  when  his  father  died.  He  married  before 
16  Nov.,  1665,  Temperance  Dolby,  the  daughter  of  John  Dolby,  Sr.,  of  Hungars  Parish, 
Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  who  died  in  1671.  In  his  will  dated  29  April,  1671,  proved  27  June, 
1671  [Ref.  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  1671-16’]},  Vol.  4,  p.  5],  he  mentions  “Thomas  and 
Temperance  Johnson,  children  of  Obedience  Johnson”.  Obedience,  Jr.,  was  born  1672  after 
his  grandfather’s  death,  hence  was  not  mentioned  in  the  will. 


[Accomack  County,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Deeds  ir  Wills  166^-1671,  folio  16  dorso]: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  ye  16th  of  August  by  his  Mal‘«  Justices 
of  ye  Peace  for  ye  sd  County  &c.  And  in  ye  yeare  of  or  Lord  God  1665. 


Present 


Cap1  Edm:  Bowman 
Mr  Hugh  Yeo 
Mr  John  Wise 

“Obedience  Johnson  his  marke  of  Cattle  is  Cropt  on  both  eares  and  a  hole  in 
ye  left.  Recorded  at  his  Request  ye  15th  of  September  1665. 

P  me  robt:  hutchinson  Cl  Cur.  Co.  Accom:k” 


Co11  Edm:  Scarburgh 
Major  Jn°  Tilney 
Mr  jno  West 
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[Accomack  County,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Deeds  ir  Wills ,  1664-167 1 ,  folio  19  dorso]: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  ye  lG'N  of  November  by  bis  Maties: 
Justices  of  ye  Peace  for  ye  sd  County  ec.  And  in  ye  Yeare  of  or  Lord  God  1665. 


Co11  Edin:  Scarburgb 
Present  Major  Jn°  Tilney 
Mr  J no  West 


Cap1  Edm:  Bowman 
Mr  Hugh  Yeo 
Mr  John  Wise 


This  Bill  byndetb  me  Obedience  Johnson  my  beires  Executors  or  Admrstrators 
to  pay  or  cause  to  bee  paid  unto  William  Major  bis  heirs  or  assigns  the  Just  Sume 
of  five  thousand  pounds  of  good  Sound  tobacco  &  cask  due  to  bee  paid  upon  de¬ 
mand.  Witness  my  hand  this  16  of  November  1665. 

The  Condicon  of  this  Obligacon  is  Such  that  whereas  I  yeabovesaid  Obedience 
Johnson  have  sold  unto  William  Major  of  ye  County  of  Accomack  a  parsell  of  Land 
Scituate  lying  8c  being  on  ye  South  side  of  Occohannock  Creeke  betweene  ye  Land 
of  ye  sd  William  Major  Sc  Thomas  Johnson,  I  the  said  Obedience  Johnson  haveing 
received  fourteene  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco  as  full  Satisfaccon  for  ye  said  Land, 
wch  Said  Parsell  of  Land  I  ye  sd  Obedience  Johnson  warant  ye  Sale  of  ye  above  sd 
Land  from  me  my  heires  Executors  or  Admnstrators  unto  William  Major  his  heires 
or  assignes  for  Ever  quietly  8c  peacably  to  enjoy  ye  sd  Land  wth  all  ye  housing  Fenc¬ 
ing  thereunto  belonging  and  if  any  person  or  parson  [sic]  shall  claime  title  Interest 
in  ye  sd  parcell  of  Land  whereby  any  trouble  or  Molestacon  may  ensue  to  ye  said 
Wm:  Major  or  his  heires  then  this  oblicacon  to  stand  in  force  8c  virtue  Otherwise  of 
none  effect. 


Wittnes  my  hand  8c  seale  this  iGth:  of  November  1G65 
Signed  Sealed  8c  delivred  obedience  Johnson 

in  ye  prsence  of  us  ye  seale . 

John  ffawsett 
ye  m’ke  of 

Arthur  X  Upshott 

The  above  written  acknowledged  in  Open  Court  ye  16th:  of 
November  16G5  by  Obedience  Johnson  as  his  Act  8c  Deed  to 
Wm:  Major. 

Test  robt:  Hutchinson  Cl  Cur.” 


These  prsents  Witnesseth  that  I  Temperance  Johnson  ye  wife  of  Obedience 
Johnson  wth:out  being  any  wayes  forced  thereunto  doe  freely  Surrender  all  my 
Right  title  8c  interest  of  a  parcell  of  Land  wch:  my  husband  hadi  Sold  unto  Wm: 
Major.  Witness  my  hand  8c  Seale  this  16th:  of  November  1GG5. 

Signed  Sealed  8c  delivred 
in  ye  prsence  of  us 

John  ffawsett  j  „  r 

,,  c  ye  m  ke  of 

ye  m  ke  of  1 

.  .  '  ,  ...  TEMPERANCE  X  JOHNSON 

Arthur  X  Upshott  J 


The  above  written  acknowledged  in  Open  Court  yc  16  of 
November  1665  by  Temperance  Johnson  as  her  act  8 :  Deed  to 
Wm  Major. 

Test  robt:  hutchinson  Cl  Cur. 

Recorded  ye  20:  of  November  1665. 


j-  Co:  Accomk:” 


' 

' 
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[Accomack  County,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Deeds  &  Wills,  1664-1671,  folio  21]: 

Pursuant  to  an  order  of  Court,  there  was  recorded  the  report  of  Obedience 
Johnson  when  he  was  scarcely  of  legal  age  (and  three  other  official  appointees) 
reading  “This  w[l1  Obedience  to  yc  Law  wee  foure  Inhabitants  of  this  County  of 
Accomack  have  viewed  ye  Cattle  of  Gidian  Tillman  ye  20th:  of  November  1665” 
[Here  follows  the  itemized  details  of  the  inspection]  signed,  in  the  following  form 
Recorded  ye  22th: 
of  November  1665. 

“OBEDIENCE  JOHNSON 
WILLLAM  MAJOR 

ye  m’ke  of 

JAMES  X  CAMELL 
DANIEL  X  ONE’’ 


Thus  Obedience  Johnson  called  himself  of  Accomack  County,  though  he  is  not  named 
in  the  list  of  Accomack  Tithables  of  1GGG,  but  is  included  in  16G7.  On  folio  21  dorso  of  the 
same  Deeds  ir  Wills,  1664-167 1 ,  is  recorded  the  official  appointment  by  the  county  court  and 
the  report  of  the  same  Obedience  Johnson  on  November  20,  1GG5,  with  the  same  three 
others  “to  view  the  cattle  transported  by  Thomas  Clark  for  Ellinor  Camell’’. 

[Accomack  County,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Deeds  &  Wills  1664-1671,  folio  35]: 

“A  list  of  Tithables  in  Accomack  County  Ano  1666. 

Co11  Edm:  Scarburgh— 33  Richard  Johnson— 1— [negro  ?] 

Jn°  Savage— 1  Edw.  Revell— 4 

Richard  Kellum— 6  Rowland  Savage— 1 

Edward  Dolby— 2” 

[Accomack  County,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Deeds  ir  Wills  1664-1671 ,  folio  Go]:— 1G67. 

“ Jn°  Savage— 1  Obedience  Johnson— 03 

Richard:  Kellum— 6  Mr  Edw:  Revell— 03 

Edw:  Dolby— 02” 


[Accomack  County,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Deeds  &  W ills  166.1-167 1 ,  folio  80]:  — 1668. 

“Griffeth  Savage— o  1  John  Savage— o  1 

MrEdw:  Revell— 03  Rich:  Kellum— 06 

Rowland  Savage— o  1  Obedience  Johnson— 02 

Edw:  Dolby— 03.” 

[Accomack  County,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Deeds  &  Wills  166.1-167 1,  folio  134]:— 16G9. 

“Obedience  Johnson— 03  Jn°  Dolby— 01 

Geo.  Dewy— 02  Richard  Kellum— 04 

Edw.  Dolby— 03  John  Savage— 1 

Mr  Edw:  Revell— 02” 
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[Accomack  County,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Deeds  ir  Wills  1663-1671,  folio  165]:— 1670. 

“Jn°  Savage—  1  Ricd  Kellum— 3 

Obedience  Johnson— 04.” 

In  August,  1671,  Obedience  Johnson  and  his  brother  Thomas  legally  divided  a  mill 
as  is  duly  recorded.  [Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac;  Orders  Wills  ire.  167 1-167  3, 
page  17]. 

The  following  reference  to  “Mr.  Obedience  Johnson”  proves  that  he  was  a  commissioner 
and  Justice  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  Virginia. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

W ills  ir  Deeds— 167 3-1676,  page  365] : 

“At  Court  continued  for  Accomack  Jan.  17,  1675. 

Capt.  Southy  Littleton 
Major  Jno  West 
Capt.  Wm.  Custis 
Mr.  Tho.  Riding 
Mr.  Jno  Wallop 

This  day  Mr.  Obedience  Johnson  was  received  R:  sworne  comiss  [commis¬ 
sioner]  for  this  county  by  the  Honor1'  Governs  order.” 

[Accomack  County,  Virginia,  Wills  Deeds  ir  Orders,  1678-1682,  page  185]: 

Obedience  Johnson  first  appears  on  the  Bench  of  the  Accomack  County  Court 
as  “Cap1  Obed:  Johnson”  at  the  session  of  October  22nd,  1680,  when  with  him  on 
the  Bench  were  Lieu1  Coll.  Jn°  West,  Cap1  Rich1'  hlill  and  Mr  Jn°  Wallop. 

Obedience  was  on  the  Bench  Feb.  9,  1682;  June  15,  1683;  July  2,  1683;  Oct.  10,  1683; 
Nov.  13,  1683;  Nov.  14,  1683;  Nov.  15,  1683;  Feb.  15,  1683 [-4] ;  July  6,  1 G 8 6 ;  Feb.  15,  168GJ-7]; 
Sept.  20,  1687;  Sept.  21,  1687.  In  some  instances  when  the  Justices  were  absent  they  were  fined 
300  pounds  of  tobacco,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  law. 

[V  irginia  Colonial  Militia,  page  105]: 

“Capt.  Obedience  Jonson”,  one  of  the  Military  Officers  for  Accomack  County, 
Virginia  in  1G80. 

On  April  16,  1675,  Obedience  Johnson  conveyed  a  storehouse  and  land  to  “Co11  Jn° 
Custis  and  his  son  Jn°  Custis  on  Graingers  Neck  upon  Nuswaddox  Creek.”  [Accomack  Co., 
Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac;  Wills  Deeds  Orders  ire.,  1673-1676,  page  273]. 

The  following  records  contain  data  regarding  the  first  Obedience  Johnson. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Deeds  ir  Wills— 1682-1707— No.  12,  page  7.6]: 

Feb.  10,  1695/6— Obedience  Johnson,  Gent,  of  Northampton  County.  Flis 
deed  of  gift  of  350  acres  of  land  on  the  North  side  of  Nusswaddox  Creek  to  his 
daughter  Temperance  Johnson  and  her  husband  Jacob  Johnson.  At  their  death 
to  their  male  heirs.  If  no  male  heirs  to  their  female  heirs,  and  for  want  of  such 
heirs  to  revert  to  him,  Obedience  Johnson. 
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[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Wills  ir  Deeds— 1682-1707,  page  264] : 

Obedience  Johnson’s  gift  to  his  son,  Obedience  Johnson,  Jr.  of  “a  Neck  of 
Land  called  Bare  Point”.  Dated  September  27,  1700,  recorded  Sept.  30,  1700. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Deeds  ir  Wills— 16S 2- 1707 ,  page  446]: 

Obedience  Johnson,  Sr.— His  deed  of  gift  to  his  son,  Richard  Johnson— 50 
acres  of  land. 

Obedience  Johnson  the  Elder— gift  of  50  acres  of  land  to  his  son,  Richard 
Johnson,  some  part  of  it  lying  on  the  head  of  Matticippe  and  the  part  lying  between 
the  land  of  George  Bullock  and  the  land  of  George  Marshall.  Dated  Jan.  27,  1706, 
recorded  Jan.  28,  1706/7. 

WILL  OE  OBEDIENCE1  JOHNSON-Proved  Jan.  28,  1708-9: 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville; 

“The  Record  Book  Begun  the  70th  of  January  1708-9  for  Wills  Deeds  Convayen- 
cies  and  bonds  ire  Invenlorys  of  Estate  and  Other  Concerns  of  the  Court  as  Procla¬ 
mations  ire  and  Power  of  attorneys  and  Depositions  ire.’’  page  4]: 

‘‘in  the  name  of  god  amen  I  Obedience  Johnson  of  Northampton  County 
Gent,  being  Sick  in  body  but  of  Sound  and  Perfect  memory  Sense  Blesed  be  God 
Doe  make  Constitute  &  ordaine  this  my  Last  will  and  Testament  to  be  in  manner 
and  forme  as  followeth— 

Impr  I  Bequeath  my  Soule  to  God  Almighty  who  gave  it  and  my  body  to  the 
Earth  from  whence  it  came  to  Receive  a  desent  and  Chrisitan  Buriall  by  my 
Executrix  hereafter  mencioned  Shall  Seme  meet  and  Convenient  and  as  for  what 
worldly  Estate  it  hath  Pleased  God  to  Endue  me  with  I  give  and  Bequeath  in  man¬ 
ner  and  form  followeth— 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Obedience  Johnson  the  Plantation 
Called  Matticippe  with  the  Littell  neck  and  being  bounded  Southwardly  by  a 
Line  of  marked  Trees  which  I  marked  my  Selfe  to  be  a  Line  betwen  Obedience 
and  Richard  for  Ever  and  Eastwardly  and  Northerly  and  west  wardly  by  ye  Creek 
and  Branches  of  Occahannock  which  tract  of  Land  I  give  to  my  Son  Obedience 
and  to  his  heirs  lor  Ever  only  Reserving  Such  Priviledge  grants  hereafter  men¬ 
tioned  unto  my  wife  and  to  my  Son  Richard. 

Item  I  give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  Son  Richard  Johnson  and  to  his  heirs  for 
Ever  one  tract  or  Devidend  of  Land  Scituate  Lieing  and  being  in  Northampton 
County  and  bounded  Northwardly  on  the  Land  Given  to  my  Son  Obedience  and 
Southwardly  according  to  Pattern  into  the  woods  two  hundred  Acres  more  or 
Less— 

[page  5]  Item  I  give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  Daugh.  Elizabeth  White  and  to 
the  heirs  of  her  body  Lawfully  begotten  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  Land  it 
being  the  one  moiety  of  three  hundred  acres  of  Land  to  me  belonging  Scituate 
Lyeing  and  being  near  unto  a  marsh  Commonly  Called  the  white  marsh  in  Acco- 
macke  County  and  to  her  Husband  John  White  dureing  his  Natural  Life  and  for 
want  of  Such  heirs  I  give  the  said  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  Land  to  my  Son 
Obedience  and  his  heirs  for  Ever— 

Item  I  give  unto  my  Daughter  Mary  Parramore  one  hundred  and  fivety  acres 
of  Land  in  Accomack  County  it  being  the  other  moiety  of  three  hundred  Acres  of 
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Land  at  the  white  marsh  to  be  Equally  Devided  betwen  my  two  Daughters  Mary 
and  Elizabeth  which  Land  to  be  hers  and  her  heirs  for  Ever— 

Item  My  will  and  Pleasure  is  and  I  hereby  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Deare 
and  Loveing  wife  Temperance  for  and  During  her  widdowhood  the  Plantation 
where  I  notv  Live  in  Matticippe  neck  and  all  the  houses  thereupon  and  the  one 
halfe  of  the  Orchard  at  the  bottom  of  the  Same  neck  and  also  free  Liberty  to  gett 
timber  and  to  have  Range  and  Liberty  for  all  her  Stock  upon  the  whole  Dividend 
of  Land  or  for  wc  other  Necessary  uses  She  Shall  have  or  make  use  of  the  Same 
without  molestation  or  Disturbances  but  if  my  wife  Should  marry  againe  then  my 
Will  is  that  She  have  but  only  the  third  part  of  my  Land  and  conveniences  with  in 
the  said  Neck  of  Land.  My  will  is  that  my  Son  Richard  have  Priviledge  to  fowle  or 
Other  Game  in  any  Pond  or  Place  with  in  Matticippe  Neck  During  his  Naturall 
Life— 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Obedience  my  great  Gunn  and  my 
Silver  hiked  Sword  and  belt— 

Item  I  give  and  Bequeath  unto  my  Son  Richard  my  Other  Gunn— 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Richard  the  new  Glases  I  have  in  a 
box  more  or  less— 

Item  I  give  unto  my  Daughter  Mary  Paramore  one  Iron  Pott  to  be  Delivered 
unto  her  as  Soone  as  Possible— 

Item  I  give  unto  my  Son  Richard  Johnson  two  Yeoes  and  two  Lams  and  two 
Cows  and  Calves— 

Item  My  will  is  that  after  my  wifes  Decease  my  Children  Obedience  and 
Richard  and  Mary  my  beds  my  Son  Obedience  to  have  the  bed  Called  mine— 

Item  I  give  unto  my  Grand  Daughter  Temperance  White  one  feather  bed 
and  bolster  and  a  Rugg  and  a  Paire  of  Blancketts  when  She  comes  to  the  age  of 
Sixteen  year  with  out  my  wife  should  marry  then  She  Shall  have  it  the  said  bed 
at  the  Day  of  my  wife’s  marriage  unto  the  Said  Temperance  White  and  a  yearling 
heifer  and  her  Increase— 

Item  I  give  unto  my  Son  Richard  my  hand  mill  after  my  wifes  Decease  and 
my  new  whit  Coate— 

Item  I  give  unto  my  Grand  Daughter  Temperance  Parramore  one  Yeow— 

[page  6]  A  ll  the  Rest  of  my  Estat  I  give  unto  my  well  beloved  wife  Temperance 
and  I  make  my  well  beloved  wife  Temperance  Johnson  my  Sole  Executrix  of  this 
my  Last  will  and  testament  Revoking  and  Disanueling  all  Other  wills  and  Testa¬ 
ments  by  me  formerly  made  and  apointed  and  this  to  Remaine  and  be  my  Last 
will  and  Testament— 


In  witness  hereof  I  have  hereunto  Sett  my  hand  and  Seale  die  301*1  Day  of 
November  1708 


OBEDIENCE  JOHNSON 

the  Seale  ( . )  [Wax  Seale] 

Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered 
in  the  Prsens  of  us 

mary  Johnson  Northampton  SS  January  the  28th 

georg  marshall  1 708-9  then  the  foregoing  Will 

luke  Johnson  of  the  Said  Obedience  Johnson 


Late  of  this  County  Deceased  wase  Prsented  to  this  Court  by  his  Executrix  Tem¬ 
perance  Johnson  who  Desired  Probacon  might  be  made  thereto  which  accordingly 
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was  Done  by  the  Corporall  Oaths  of  Luke  Johnson  and  Georg  Marshall  and  allowed 
of  by  the  Court  to  be  authentick  Probate  and  upon  the  mottion  of  the  Said 
Temperance  Johnson  it  is  Ordered  to  be  Recorded— 


Recorded 


THIRD  GENERATION 


Capt.  Obedience  Johnson,  2nd,  inherited  plantation  called  “Matticippe”  on  Occahan- 
nock  Creek  from  his  father  Capt.  Obedience  Johnson,  Sr.  a  part  of  which  he  later  gave  to  his 
son  John  Johnson.  In  the  following  deed  it  will  be  noticed  that  Obedience  Johnson,  Jr.  is 
carrying  out  provisions  in  the  will  of  his  father  Capt.  Obedience  Johnson,  1st. 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Wills  &  etc—iyo8-ij,  page  72]: 

May  26,  1709— Obedience  Johnson,  Jr.,  wife  Dorothy,  agreed  to  gift,  May  28, 
1709.  His  deed  of  gift  of  land  to  his  brother,  Richard  Johnson,  near  line  marked 
by  “my  late  father  Obedience  Johnson  Gent.,  lately  deceased.” 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills,  Deed  be.  iyi 5-/729,  Vol.  i,  p.  347]: 

Will  of  Capt.  John  Washburne,  dated  28  Mar.  1721,  pvd. 

6  June  1721. 

“To  wife  Susanna  400  A.  where  I  now  live  for  life  then  to  grandson  Wash¬ 
burne  Johnson,  son  of  my  dau.  Dorithy  Johnson. 

Grandchildren  Richard,  Temperance  &:  Bridgitt  Johnson,  children  of  my  dau. 
Dorithy  Johnson. 

Wife  Exec. 

Friend  Richard  Rodgers  to  assist  her. 

Witt:  John  Metcalfe,  Daniel  Willis,  Dorrythea  Parker,  Henry  Willis.” 


Note:  Captain  Obedience  Johnson  married  Dorothy  Washburne,  daughter  of  John 
Washburne  and  his  wife  Susanna,  daughter  of  Thomas  Savage  and  his  wife  Bridget.  [East¬ 
ville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Papers— Package  29  suit  over  land  with  Kellam  Causes  1743]. 
She  was  his  wife  as  early  as  1709.  [Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  XVIII— 464— Jan.  29,  1708-9.  Acco¬ 
mack  Co.,  Va.,  XVI,  p.  143].  Thomas  Savage— his  will  1721.  [Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Book 
No.  XXIII-R,  page  141].  Bridget  Johnson  was  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Savage. 

There  was  a  suit  in  Northampton  County  concerning  a  road  which  was  described  in 
Bundle  29,  which  the  compiler  has  seen,  and  which  has  disappeared  from  the  stacks  of  the 
County  Records. 


WILL  OF  THOMAS  SAVAGE-probated  Jan.  9,  1721-2. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Book  No.  XXIII-R,  page  141]: 

In  the  name  of  God  amen  I  Thomas  Savage  Senr  of  Northampton  County 
being  sick  and  weake  of  body  but  of  perfect  sense  and  memory,  blessed  be  God 
for  ye  same  do  make  and  ordane  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in  maner  and 
form  as  followeth.  First  I  give  my  soul  to  Almighty  God  that  gave  it  me,  and  my 
body  to  ye  earth  from  whence  it  came  desiring  it  may  have  a  decent,  and  Christian 
like  burial  and  as  for  my  worldly  estate,  I  give  in  maner  and  forme  as  followeth: 
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Item  I  give,  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Jonathan  Savage  one  feather  bed  boulster 
rugg  and  two  Blanketts,  after  my  wifes  deceas. 

Item  I  give  unto  my  son  Nathaniel  Savage,  one  feather  bed  boulster,  one 
coverlid  one  blankett,  one  sheet  and  bedstead,  belonging  thereto  after  his  mothers 
deceas. 

Item  I  give  to  my  son  Thomas  Savage  one  puter  dish. 

Item  I  give  unto  my  Grandson  Nathaniel  Johnson,  one  new  suit  of  does  one 
young  cow,  one  ewe  if  he  stays  till  he  is  at  Lawfull  age,  with  my  wife,  if  not  I  give 
to  ye  said  Nathaniel  Johnson,  one  shilling  to  cutt  him  of  my  estat. 

Item  I  give  to  my  Grand  daughter  Bridgett  Johnson,  one  suit  of  new  silk 
stuff  close  when  she  comes  to  ye  age  of  eighteen  years  if  my  wife  sees  good. 

Item  I  give  to  my  Grandson  John  Savage,  one  shilling  cash  to  cutt  him  of  all. 

Item  I  give  all  ye  rest  of  my  hole  estate  be  it  what  kind  soever  to  my  loveing 
wife  Bridgett  Savage,  and  after  the  deceas  of  my  wife,  I  give  ye  same  in  full  to 
my  son  Robison  Savage,  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever. 

Item  My  will  and  desire  is  that  my  son  Thomas,  may  not  be  molested  of  ye 
lands  whereon  he  now  dwells,  Till  his  mothers  deceas. 

Item  I  give  to  my  daughter  Ansley  Peel  one  new  silk  black  hood,  my  will  and 
desire  is  further  that  my  son  Robison  Savage  should  have  that  land  whereon 
William  Camelle  did  live  with  one  hundred  acres,  of  my  land  inaxed  thereto  or 
joyneing  thereto,  and  that  land  which  was  Cold  Robison,  I  give  to  my  son  Jonathan, 
to  him  and  his  heirs,  and  I  make  and  appoynt  my  son  Robison  Savage  my  sole 
Executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament  Revoakeing  all  other  wills  by  me  made 
heretofore,  and  In  Wittness  In  full  I  have  hereunto  sett  my  hand  and  seal  this 
10th  day  of  November,  1721. 

Signum 

Thomas  X  Savage  (SEAL) 

Signed  Sealed 
In  presence  of  11s 
Teste  Thomas  Johnson 
Thorne  Wills 

At  a  Court  held  for  ye  County  of  Northampton  ye  9th  day  of  Jany  1721-2. 
Then  ye  above  last  will  and  testament  of  Thomas  Savage  deced  was  presented  in 
Court  by  his  Execur  Robison  Savage,  who  made  oath  thereto,  and  being  proved 
in  Court  by  the  oaths  of  Thomas  Johnson  and  Thorne  Wills,  evedencers  thereto, 
it  is  admitted  to  record  and  on  ye  moton  of  ye  said  Execur  he  performing  what  is 
usual  in  such  cases  a  certificate  is  granted  him  for  obtaining  probate  thereof  in  due 
form. 

Recorded 

Test  Hilhy  Stringer  CcCot  Northamp1:” 

“COPY— Teste:  Geo.  T.  Tyson,  Clerk. 

By  Emily  H.  Milligan,  D’y.  Clerk.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Deeds— Wills  ire.  iyiS-2^  page  155]: 

Obedience2  Johnson’s  sale  of  400  acres  of  land  between  Nusswaddox  Creek 
and  Occahonnock  Creek  to  Thomas  James.  Consideration  70  pounds  current 
money  of  Virginia. 

“270  Acres  of  which  land  being  surplus  land  found  within  a  pattent  formerly 
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granted  to  Thomas  Johnson  for  1000  acres  of  land,  bearing  date  the  gth  day  of 
April,  1647,  the  residue  130  acres  of  land  being  also  within  the  aforesaid  pattern 
and  now  in  the  possession  of  the  aforesaid  Obedience  Johnson.”  Dated  Aug.  9, 
1722,  recorded  Aug.  14,  1722. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastvillc,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Wills,  Deeds  ire.,  1J25-33,  page  167]: 

Capt.  Obedience  Johnson’s  gift  to  his  son,  John  Johnson,  of  “One  Moiety  of 
my  Neck  of  land  called  Mattisippe,  it  being  the  Southwest  Side  thereof”.  And  after 
the  death  of  Obedience  Johnson  “The  other  Moiety  of  the  aforesaid  Neck  of  Land 
unto  my  aforesaid  son  John  Johnson  and  to  his  heirs  forever.”  Dated  Nov.  8,  1728, 
recorded  Nov.  8,  1728. 

In  the  above  deed  the  title  of  “Captain”  is  used  with  Obedience  Johnson’s  name  proving 
that  he,  like  his  father,  was  a  Military  Officer. 

[Cavaliers  and  Pioneers  by  Nugent,  Vol.  I,  1623-1 666,  p.  8.  Patent  Book  No.  1, 
Part  1,  p.  55.  Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  Vol.  1,  p.  442]: 

“John  Southerne,  Gent.,  of  James  City,  24  acs.  in  the  Island  of  James  Citty, 
1  Nov.  1627.  12  acs.  thereof  being  a  neck  bounded  on  E.  with  a  marsh  parting  this 
from  land  of  John  Johnson,  W.  on  a  marshe  called  Tuckers  Hole,  N.  on  the  back 
river  R;  S.  on  the  highway  leading  to  black  point;  12  acs.  lying  neare  adj.  to  the 
former,  S.  on  land  of  Mary  Holland,  the  wife  of  Gabrieli  Holland,  N.  on  land  of 
John  Johnson,  E.  on  a  marsh  &  W.  comeing  neare  unto  land  of  Thomas  Passmore; 
to  be  accounted  parte  of  his  first  devdt.  of  50  acs.  due  for  trails,  of  William  Soane, 
whoe  came  in  the  Georg  in  1621.” 

(1648)  Will  of  William  Waters,  assigns  to  Col.  Thomas  Johnson.  Due  Waters 
for  transporting,  in  1647,  Gabriel  Holland. 

Note:  Richard  Holland  conveys  to  John  Seawell,  land,  one-half  of  which  Seawell 
conveys  to  the  heirs  of  Obedience  Johnson. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills  &  Deeds  1692-17 1 5, 
p.  650]: 

June  7,  1715— John  White  8c  Obedience  Johnson  of  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 
Planters,  sold  to  Thomas  Lin  ton  of  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Planter,  “To  wit,  that  the 
said  John  White  R:  Obedience  Johnson  for  2250  lbs.  of  tobacco  8c  cask  sold  parcel 
of  land  in  acres.  160  acres  granted  Richard  Holland  R:  Holland  conveyed  the  600 
acres  to  John  Seawell  R:  Henry  Lurton  R:  the  said  Seawell  conveyed  1  /  2  part  of  said 
600  acres  to  Obedience  Johnson,  Sen.  of  Northampton  Co.  dec.  1708,  &  the  sd 
Obedience  Johnson’s  last  will  R;  test,  did  give  R:  bequeath  sd  150  acres  to  his 
daughter  Elizabeth  White  8c  her  heirs,  late  wife  of  aforesd.  John  White  8c  the  sd 
Elizabeth  departed  this  life  before  sd  will  of  the  sd  Obedience  Johnson  deed,  as 
aforesd  was  perfected,  the  said  150  acres  did  revert  to  ye  sd  John  White  during 
v  his  nat[ural]  life  8c  after  his  dec.  to  the  aforesd  Obedience  Johnson  R:  his  heirs 
forever.  Agreed  to  sell. 

John  White 
Obedience  Johnson 

Wit:  Geo.  Parker 
Rich.  Culler” 
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[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Wills  if  Inventories— 1 7 33-40,  page  265]: 

Obedience  Johnson,  Jr.,  brother  of  John  Johnson,  died  without  issue.  His 
will,  dated  April  19,  1738,  probated  June  13,  1738,  leaves  bequests  to  his  “brother 
Washbourne  Johnson,  sister  Temperance  Hughes  and  brother  Richard  Johnson. 
Father,  Obedience  Johnson,  Executor.’’  No  land,  all  bequests  were  cattle  and  per¬ 
sonal  property. 

WILE  OF  OBEDIENCE2  JOHNSON-Proved  9  Jan.  1738: 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville; 

Wills  and  Inventories  No.  18,  /735-/770,  folio  288]: 

“in  the  name  of  god  amen,  I  Obedience  Johnson  of  Northampton  County 
in  Virginia  being  very  sick  8c  weak  in  Body  but  of  perfect  sence  and  memory  thanks 
be  to  Almighty  God  for  the  same  and  calling  to  mind  the  mortal lity  of  my  Body 
and  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  Die  do  Constitute  make  and 
ordain  this  my  last  Will  8c  Testament  that  is  to  say  principally  8c  first  of  all  I 
give  and  bequeath  my  Soul  into  the  hands  of  Almighty  God  who  gave  it  and  as  for 
my  Body  I  recommend  it  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried  in  decent  manner  at  the  discre¬ 
tion  of  my  Executors  nothing  doubting  but  that  at  the  General  Resurrection  I 
shall  receive  the  same  again  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  and  as  touching  my 
Earthly  Estates  wherewith  it  hath  pleas’d  almighty  God  to  bless  me  wth  in  this 
life  I  give  devise  8c  dispose  of  the  same  in  manner  8c  form  as  followcth  Viz1 

Item  I  give  to  my  Son  John  Johnson  one  silver  headed  Cane  also  I  give  to  my 
Grandson  Ismy  Johnson  my  Riding  Saddle. 

Item  I  give  to  my  Daughter  Temporance  Hews  one  Cow  8c  Calf  8c  three  Ews. 

Item  I  give  to  my  Daughter  Bridget  Wainhouse  one  Weather  Sc  two  young 
Ews.  Also  I  give  to  my  Grandson  Edmund  Hetvs  one  Ew. 

Item  I  give  to  my  belov’d  Son  Richard  Johnson  seventy  five  Acres  of  Land 
Situate  lying  at  the  Head  of  Matysipy  the  Plantation  whereon  I  now  live  the  Land 
that  I  recover’d  by  Law  of  Thomas  James  Executrix  properly  to  be  his  own  after 
my  decease.  Also  I  give  to  my  Son  Richard  Johnson  twenty  shillings  Cash  to  be 
Levy’d  out  of  my  Estate  and  one  Oval  table  and  two  pewter  dishes  and  one  seal 
skin  trunk  and  one  hand  mill  that  is  now  at  home  and  one  Cow  8c  Calf  and  one 
young  horse  that  came  of  the  Sorrel  Mare  that  was  my  Son  Obedience  Johnsons 
and  also  I  do  allow  my  Son  Richard  Johnson  to  be  at  lawfull  Age  to  receive  his 
Estate. 

Item  I  give  to  my  belov’d  Son  Washburn  Johnson  One  hundred  8c  fifty  Acres 
of  Land  Situate  lying  in  Accomack  County  on  the  head  of  Revel’s  Branch  provided 
that  my  Son  Washburn  Johnson  will  pay  to  my  Son  Richard  Johnson  the  half  of  all 
charges  that  my  Son  Richard  Johnson  shall  ever  be  at  for  the  maintaining  of  the 
aforesaid  seventy  five  Acres  of  Land  to  his  own  proper  use  and  my  desire  is  that  if 
my  Son  Washburne  Johnson  shall  refuse  to  pay  the  aforesaid  charges  if  demanded 
that  my  Son  Richard  Johnson  shall  have  the  aforesaid  hundred  8c  fifty  Acres  of 
*  Land. 

Also  I  give  to  my  Son  Washburne  Johnson  one  hand  Mill  8c  1  folding  table 
that  now  stands  in  Accomack  County.  Also  I  give  to  my  Son  Washburn  John¬ 
son  one  Cupboard  8c  two  large  pewter  dishes  and  one  Grey  horse  call’d  Dapple 
and  one  Gun  8:  one  silver  hiked  sword  and  one  Sorrel  Mare  and  my  desire  is  that 
my  Estate  shall  not  be  Apprais’d  by  an  order  of  Court  and  further  my  desire  is 
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that  after  my  Debts  and  Legacies  is  paid  the  remaining  part  of  my  Estate  shall  be 
equally  Divided  between  my  two  Sons  Washburn  Johnson  and  Richard  Johnson. 

And  farther  1  ordain  and  appoint  my  three  beloved  ffriends  Halloway  Bunting 
8c  Dingley  Gray  8:  Ezekiel  Ashby  to  appraise  8;  Divide  my  Estate  and  to  pay  off  the 
Legacies  and  farther  I  constitute  ordain  8c  appoint  my  two  belov’d  Sons  Washburn 
Johnson  8c  Richard  Johnson  my  whole  and  Sole  Executors  of  this  my  Last  Will  8c 
Testament. 

And  I  the  said  Obedience  Johnson  do  utterly  Revoke  and  disannul  all  other 
Wills  8c  Testaments  allowing  this  and  no  other  to  be  my  last  Will  8c  Testament. 

In  Witness  whereof  Thereunto  set  my  hand  8c  seal  this  14th  day  of  August 
in  the  Year  of  our  [Lord]  1738. 

his  (Wax  Seal) 

OBEDIENCE  X  JOHNSON 

mark  the  Seal 

Sign’d  Seal’d  8:  declared  8: 
pronounc’d  by  the  s(1  Obedience 
Johnson  to  be  his  last  Will  8:  Testament 
in  the  prsence  of  us. 

EZEKIEL  ASHBY,  SPENCER  JOHNSON, 

JOHN  ROBERTS. 

At  A  Court  held  for  Northampton  County  on  Tuesday  the  ninth  day  of  Janry 
1738— The  last  Will  8c  Testament  of  Obedience  Johnson  deced  was  prsented  in 
Court  by  Washburn  Johnson  8c  Richard  Johnson  his  Executors  who  made  Oath 
thereto  (the  Heir  at  Law  [John  Johnson]  being  present)  and  being  prov’d  by  all 
the  Witnesses  thereto  its  admitted  to  Record.  And  upon  the  motion  of  the  said 
Exrs  they  performing  what  is  Usual  in  such  Cases  Certificate  ia  grant’d  them  for 
Obtaining  a  Probate  thereof  in  due  form. 

Teste 

Recorded 

Teste  thos  cable  Cl  Cur.” 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills—  7779-/752,  page  98]:  Abstract: 

Will  of  Washbourne  Johnson  dated  23  Apr.  1750,  proved  31  July  1750. 

“To  cousin  Joshua  Johnson  all  my  lands  in  Accomack  8c  for  want  of  heirs  to 
my  bro.  Richard  Johnson,  father  of  the  said  Joshua.  Cousin  Sarah  Wainhouse.  To 
Obedience  Johnson,  son  of  John  Johnson.  Sister  Temperance  Hews.  Cousin  Joshua 
Johnson,  Elizabeth  Johnson  8c  Sarah  Johnson  resid.  legatees.  Bro.  Richard  Exr. 

Witt:  William  Simkins,  Edmund  Watson,  John  Eshon. 

In  order  of  prob:  John  Johnson  heir  at  law  to  the  testator.” 

Note:  “Cousin”  was  often  used  for  nephew  or  niece. 

The  Wainhouses  were  closely  connected  to  the  compiler,  as  indicated  by  her  father, 
whose  mother  was  Leah  Wainhouse  (Johnson)  Ayres,  b.  May,  1799,  but  we  are  unable  to 
find  a  closdr  connection  than  the  one  here  given. 

Deposition  of  Francis1  Wainhouse,  born  1653. 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills  &c.  Orders,  1682-169 7,  page  179]: 

“att  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  Countie  by  their  Majeslies  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  the  said  Countie  March  ye  18th  1689  .  . 

“the  deposs  of  ffrancis  Wainhouse  aged  about  36  years  Saith  That  Some  time 
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in  October  last  past  Mr  Henry  Ashwell  came  to  yor  Deponts  house  desireing  yr 
Depon£  to  lend  him  a  Horse  to  goe  down  to  Capt.  ffoxcralts  for  the  Horse  he  had 
under  him  he  feared  would  not  can  y  him  down  ye  sd  horse  he  ye  sd  Mr  Ashwell  then 
Rid  on  he  told  yor  Depon1  belonged  to  }n°  Wilkinson  So  yor  Depont.  lent  him  a 
horse  and  he  brought  it  again  next  day  and  then  took  yc  sd  horse  away  wch  he  said 
was  ye  aforsed  Jn°  Wilkinson  more  Saith  not. 

Sworn  in  open  Cort  March  ye  ffrancis  wainhouse 

18th  1689 

Teste  jn°  washbourne  Cle  Cur  Coin  Accomack.” 

Will  of  Francis1  Wainhouse  (born  1653),  dated  7  March  1719-20,  proved  3  May 
1720. 

[Circuit  Court,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac, 

Deed  Book  No.  1 27,  pages  256-257]: 

“IN  THE  NAME  OF  COD  AMEN  this  seventh  day  of  March  Anno  Dom  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  nineteen-twenty  I  Francis  Wainhouse  of  Occohannock 
Creek  in  County  of  Accomack  in  Virga:  being  an  aged  person  [aged  67]  &  very 
sick  k  weak  of  Body  but  of  Cood  disposing  memory  &  Judgmen1:  praised  be 
allmighty  God  for  ye  same  R:  Knowing  Transitoryness  of  this  life  R:  ye:  Cartainty 
of  death  R;  being  desirous  to  settle  things  Re  dispose  of  that  temporal  Estate  wth  ye 
wth  it  hath  pleased  almighty  God  to  bless  me  I  doe  ordain  R:  make  this  my  Last  will 
R:  Testanh  in  maner  and  forme  as  followeth  viz: 

Imp*  I  Give  and  bequeath  my  soul  in  [to  the]  hand  of  almighty  God  that  Gave 
it  me  hoping  through  his  mercy  k  merrits  of  my  Savious  Jesus  Christ  to  have 
pardon  of  all  my  sins  and  my  body  to  ye  earth  from  whence  it  Came  to  such 
Christian  Burial  as  shall  be  thought  fitting  by  Loveing  wife  R:  as  for  my  Temporal 
Estate  I  Give  R:  bequeath  as  followeth: 

lit.  I  give  k  bequeath  unto  Loving  wife  Margaret  all  my  Land  plantation 
k  housen  dureing  her  natural  life  not  disposing  or  diminishing  aney  part  ferther 
then  nesesety  Requiers. 

Itt.  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Grand  son  Francis  Wainhouse  all  my  Land 
and  plantation  after  ye  death  of  my  wife,  to  him  my  afsd:  Grand  son  Francis  Wain¬ 
house  and  his  heirs  for  Ever  but  if  my  afsd:  Grand  son  shall  die  before  he  Come  to 
Lawfull  age  my  will  is  yl  my  Land  be  Equally  devided  between  my  Grand  son 
Michel  Scarburgh  and  my  Grand  daughter  Margret  Wainhouse  to  them  R:  their 
heirs  for  Ever  but  my  desire  is  yl  my  Grandson  Michel  Scarburgh  may  have  yl  part 
of  my  Land  whareon  my  house  k  plantation  is. 

Itt.  1  Give  unto  my  Grand  son  Francis  Wainhouse  one  silver  spoon  and  a  pare 
of  silver  shoe  buckels  marked  F.  W.: 

Itt.  1  Ciive  and  bequeath  unto  my  Grand  Daughter  Margret  Wainhouse  the 
best  bed  R:  furnitur  I  have  viz  one  Rugg  two  pare  of  sheets  k  Two  blancoats  R:  two 
pillowes  one  warming  pan  two  dishes  six  plates  one  Iron  pott  one  Cubbord  one 
Large  Chest  six  napkins  one  Table  Cloath  one  pine  Square  Table  one  silver  spoon 
marked  R.  B.: 

Itt.  1  Give  and  bequeath  unto  Grand  son  Edmund  Scarburgh  one  Twisted 
handle  silver  spoon. 

Itt.  1  Give  and  bequeath  unto  Thomas  Gooding  ten  pounds  Currantcie  if  he 
shall  Claime  ye  it  within  three  years  after  my  death  but  if  ye  sd  Thomas  Gooding 
shall  not  Claime  ye  same  within  ye  aforsd:  time  then  ye  sd  nion’y  or  ye  value  to  be 
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payd  unto  my  two  Grand  Children  Francis  and  Margret  Wainhouse  Equally 
between  them. 

Itt.  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  neighbour  William  Goulding  a  Good  suite 
of  my  wareing  Gloaths. 

Itt.  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Daughter  Dorothy  Scar  burgh  two  hundred 
pounds  Currancie  as  followith  viz:  fortie  nine  pounds  foure  shillings  &  nine  pence 
due  to  me  as  Pr  Receits  unci1'  his  hand  hare  unto  afljlixt  as  also  my  negro  Indee  and 
Robin  and  Thomas  and  the  sd  Negroes  to  be  valued  when  she  shall  Receive  them 
and  to  be  part  of  ye  a  lores11:  two  hundred  pounds  and  the  remaining  part  to  be 
payed  out  of  my  moveable  estate  viz  in  horses  Cattle  sheep  or  hoggs  or  household 
Goods  and  my  desire  is  yh  my  Neighbours  William  Nicolson  and  Arthur  Layler 
Arthur  Robins  Jonas  Belote  or  aney  two  of  them  to  value  ye:  aforesd:  negro wes  and 
the  other  moveable  Estate  as  may  amount  to  yc:  above  sd:  two  hundred  pounds  and 
my  desire  and  will  is  that  none  of  y<-*  above  Legacies  be  pay’d  clureing  my  wife  Life 
unless  it  please  her  soe  to  doe. 

Itt.  My  Will  and  desire  is  y1  all  my  Lawful  1  debts  and  funiral  Charges  be  first 
payed  and  then  the  above  bequeathed  Leagacies  R:  the  Risidue  and  Remainder  if 
aney  to  be  equally  devided  between  my  two  Grand  Children  Francis  and  Margret 
Wainhouse  and  their  heirs  I  desireing  y£  no  appraisment  be  made  on  my  Estate 
ferther  then  may  amount  to  make  up  ye  above  sum  of  two  hundred  pound  Cur¬ 
ran  tcie  hare  in  above  Given  to  my  Daughter  Dorotiiy  and  my  desire  and  will  is  that 
if  my  wife  die  before  my  Grand  son  Francis  Come  to  ye  age  of  eighteen  y[  yn  my 
son  in  Law  Mich  to  have  my  plantation  8c  to  rent  it  att  his  descretion  for  ye  good 
and  schooling  of  my  aforesd  Grand  son  till  he  come  to  the  age  of  eighteen  at  which 
age  I  appoint  him  to  have  my  Land  and  plantation  in  Case  that  my  wife  die  before 
he  attain  to  that  age. 

Lastly ,  I  nominat  and  appoint  my  Loving  Wife  Margret  and  my  son  in  Law 
Michel  Scarburgh  the  Executrix  and  Executor  of  this  my  Last  will  and  Testamh 
harby  Revoaking  all  other  Wills  made  by  me  do  declare  this  to  be  my  Last  Will  8c 
Testamk  In  Witness  hare  of  I  have  sett  my  hand  Sc  afixed  my  seal  yc  day  and  year 
first  above  writen. 

Signed  and  Scaled  In 
presants  of 

James  Hilton 

Arthur  Layler 
his 

Jonas  X  Beloat 
marke 

Richd  Kitson 
Recorded  May  ye:  17th 

1720. 

Teste:  cha:  snead  Cl.  Cur.  Com.  Accomk 

Children  of  Francis1  Wainhouse  and  his  wife,  Margaret: 

1.  Francis11  Wainhouse  married  Bridget,  daughter  of  Obedience2  Johnson. 

2.  Dorothy  Wainhouse  born  Aug.  4,  1695,  married  Nov.  24,  1715  Mitchell  (Michel) 
Scarburgh,  born  Aug.  13,  1695,  died  June  21,  1763.  Issue:  Edmund  Scarburgh  married  Mary 
Knot;  Mitchell  (Michel)  Scarburgh,  Jr.;  Margrate  Scarburgh  married  John  Thorowgood  and 
had  issue  Robert,  Thomas  Scarburgh,  Mitchell  and  Pembrook  Thorowgood;  Americus  Scar- 


FRANCIS  WAINHOSE  O 

The  within  Last  Will  &  Testam* 
of  Mr:  Francis  Wainhouse  deed:  was 
proved  in  open  Co1 1  of  Accomack  County 
by  ye  oaths  of  James  Hilton  Arthur  Layler 
8c  M>:  Richard  Kitson  three  of  yc  wit¬ 
nesses  to  ye  same  May  yc  3d:  1720  wch  ye 
Cor1  Admitted  to  Record. 
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burgh;  Mary  Scarburgh  married  Andrew  Stewart;  Matilda  Scarburgh;  Dorothy  Wainhouse 
Scarburgh  mar.  (i)  Edmund  Bayley,  (2)  John  Custis  son  of  Henry  Custis. 

Will  of  Francis11  Wainhouse,  dated  28  January,  1760,  proved  26  Feb.  1760. 

[Accomack  County,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Wills  be.  1J57-1J61,  pages  182-183]: 

“in  the  name  of  god  amen  I  Francis  Wainhouse  of  Accomack  County  being 
Sick  &  weak  of  Body  but  of  perfect  Sense  8c  Memory  thanks  be  to  almighty  God  for 
it  and  knowing  that  it  is  ordained  for  all  Men  Once  to  dye  do  make  this  my  Last 
Will  8c  Testament. 

First  of  all  Recomend  my  Soul  to  God  that  gave  it  to  me  and  my  Body  to  the 
Earth  from  whence  it  came  But  for  Worldly  Estate  I  dispose  of  in  manner  8c  form 
as  followeth. 

Item  my  Will  8c  desire  is  that  my  Loving  Wife  Bridget  Wainhouse  should  have 
the  Use  of  all  my  Land  Houses  8c  all  my  whole  Estate  during  her  Life  or  Widow¬ 
hood  Excepting  my  Son  Francis  Wainhouse  is  to  have  the  plantation  whereon 
he  now  lives  and  likewise  my  Son  William  Wainhouse  is  to  have  the  Use  of  the 
Plantation  whereon  John  Stowel  now  lives  after  he  Comes  of  Lawfull  Age  If  he  is 
marryed. 

Item  I  Give  8c  Bequeath  to  my  Son  Francis  Wainhouse  all  the  Land  lying 
between  the  Creek  8c  the  Main  County  Road  after  his  Mother’s  death  or  Marriage 
to  him  &  his  Heirs  for  Ever  likewise  my  Gun. 

Item  I  Give  and  Bequeath  to  my  Son  William  Wainhouse  all  the  remainer 
part  of  my  Land  lying  on  the  Eastern  side  of  the  County  Road  to  him  8:  his  Heirs 
for  Ever  only  his  Mother  may  have  the  use  of  it  till  he  marryes,  then  not  to  be 
debarr’d  from  Timber. 

Item  I  Give  and  Bequeath  all  my  Negroes  and  whole  Moveable  Estate  after 
my  wife’s  death  or  marriage  to  be  Equally  divided  Among  my  Daughters  Margaret 
Wainhouse  and  Sarah  Wainhouse  8c  Patience  Wainhouse  8c  my  Son  William  Wain¬ 
house  8c  my  Daughter  Rose  Wainhouse  which  said  Estate  I  Give  to  them  8c  their 
Heirs  for  Ever. 

Item  My  Will  8c  desire  is  that  my  Loving  Wife  Bridget  Wainhouse  and  my 
Son  Francis  Wainhouse  be  my  whole  8c  Sole  Executrix  8c  Extor  of  this  my  Last  Will 
and  Testament  Revokeing  all  other  Will  or  Wills  made  by  me  and  do  declare  this 
to  be  my  last  Will  8c  Testament.  As  Witness  my  hand  8:  [seal]  this  twenty  Eight  day 
of  January  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  MDCCLX. 

FRANCIS  WAINHOUSE  (L.S.) 

Assigned  Sealed  8c  Delivered 
in  the  Presence  of  us 

Francis  Savage  Edmund  Watson  Benjamin  Watson. 

At  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  Febry  26th  1760  The  within  Last  will 
8c  Testament  of  Francis  Wainhouse  dece’d  was  proved  by  the  Oaths  of  the  Wit¬ 
nesses  thereto  And  Admitted  to  Record  8c  On  the  Motion  of  Bridget  Wainhouse 
8c  Francis  Wainhouse  the  Extors  taking  the  Oath  8:  giving  Edmund  Scarburgh  and 
Benjamin  Watson  for  their  Securitys  who  Entred  into  &  Acknowd  Bond  for  that 
Purpose  Certificate  is  granted  them  for  obtaining  a  Probate  thereof  in  due  form. 
Francis  Wainhouse  the  Heir  at  Law  being  present  and  having  nothing  to  Object. 

GEO  HOLDEN  Cl.” 


■ 
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Francis11  Wainhouse  married  Bridget  Johnson,  daughter  of  Obedience2  Johnson  who 
died  1739.  Administration  of  Bridget  Wainhouse’s  estate  to  Francis  Wainhouse  27  Jan.  1761, 
Edmund  Scarburgh,  sec.  [Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  1753-1763,  p.  380]. 

Children  of  Francis11  Wainhouse  and  his  wife,  Bridget  Johnson: 

1.  Francis111  Wainhouse  married  Anne . 

2.  William  Wainhouse,  under  age  in  1760,  d.  s.p.  after  1764. 

3.  Margaret  Wainhouse. 

4.  Sarah  Wainhouse. 

5.  Patience  Wainhouse. 

6.  Rose  Wainhouse  married  John  Michael,  Jr.,  23  Jan.  1771. 

Will  of  Francis111  Wainhouse,  dated  8  Feb.  1764,  proved  22  Nov.  1764. 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills— 1761-1767 ,  p.  357]:  Abstract: 

“Mr.  Thomas  Rispass  of  Carolina,  in  ‘Bleadford’  [Beaufort]  County  to  make 
sale  of  my  land  in  said  County. 

Land  on  the  South  side  of  the  road  running  from  John  Ambler’s  to  a  mill 
to  be  leased  for  iG  years,  then  to  my  youngest  dau.  Sarah  Wainhouse. 

All  my  land  on  the  North  side  of  the  road  to  my  dau.  Elizabeth  Wainhouse. 
Wife  Anne. 

My  Belhaven  place  to  be  rented. 

Wife  &  2  dans,  resid.  legatees. 

Bro.  William  Wainhouse  k  wife  Exrs. 

Witt:  Ismay  Johnson,  Thomas  Howell. 

In  order  of  prob:  Littleton  Dennis  app.  guardian  to  Elizabeth  8c  Sarah,  daus. 
8c  co-heirs  of  the  testator.” 

Francis111  Wainhouse  was  under  age  in  1720.  He  married  Anne . She  married 

(2)  Abel  Joynes  (Joyne). 

Children  of  Francis111  Wainhouse  and  his  wife,  Anne: 

1.  Elizabeth  Wainhouse  married  Arthur  Downing,  Jr.  Issue:  Edmund  W.  P.  Downing. 

2.  Sarah  Wainhouse,  youngest  daughter,  died  before  1797.  She  married  James  Powell. 
Issue:  Nancy  Wainhouse  Powell  married  Thomas  W.  Mears;  Hannah  Powell  married 
Charles  Smith;  Mahala  Powell  married  James  Smith. 

FOURTH  GENERATION 

Following  is  the  will  of  John  Johnson,  proved  the  9th  of  April  1754.  He  mentions  his 
wife  Tabitha,  calling  her  “my  last  wife”;  and  sons  Ismay  Johnson,  Obedience  Johnson,  John 
Johnson,  and  Samuel  Johnson;  daughters  Leah  Johnson,  Henrietta  Johnson  and  Lucretia 
Johnson. 

John  Johnson  married  (1)  . 

WILL  OF  JOHN  JOHNSON,  proved  9  April  1754:  [Son  of  Obedience2]. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville; 

Wills,  Inventories,  Divisions,  Etc.  No.  20,  1750-1754,  page  523]: 

“in  the  name  of  god  amen,  I  John  Johnson  of  Northampton  County  being 
Sick  8c  Weak  in  Body  but  of  sound  and  Perfect  Mind  and  Memory  do  make  and 
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appoint  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testament:  1  Give  my  Soul  to  God  that  gave  it  to 
me— my  Body  to  the  Earth  whence  it  was  Taken;  hoping  Through  the  mercy  8c 
merits  of  my  Blesed  Saviour  to  Receive  a  Joyful  Resurrection  and  for  my  Worldly 
Goods  I  Give  and  Bequeath  as  followeth: 

Item  I  Give  to  my  Son  Ismay  Johnson  the  one  half  of  my  Land  whereon  I 
now  Dwell  Running  from  Robert  James’s  Fence  Down  to  the  Marsh  Point,  to  him 
and  his  Heirs  or  Assigns  forever;  yet  so  that  my  said  Son  Ismay  Johnson  should  dye 
without  Heirs,  Then  his  part  Land,  to  my  Son  Obedience  Johnson  to  him  his  Heirs. 

Item  I  give  to  my  Son  John  Johnson  the  other  half  of  my  Land  Lying  on 
the  Bay  Side,  to  him  and  his  Heirs  or  Assigns  forever,  yet  so  that  if  my  Son  John 
Johnson  should  Dye  without  Heir,  Then  his  Land  to  fall  to  my  Son  Samuel  John¬ 
son  to  him  his  Heirs  or  Assigns  forever. 

Item  I  give  and  Bequeath  to  my  son  Ismay  Johnson  one  Negro  fellow  named 
Tom,  to  him  his  Heirs,  further  my  Desire  is  that  my  Beloved  Wife  Tabitha  John¬ 
son  should  have  the  use  of  fifty  Acres  of  Ismay  Johnson’s  Land  during  her 
Widowhood. 

Item  I  give  and  Bequeath  to  my  Daughter  Leah  Johnson,  One  Negro  Wench 
Named  Hannah,  at  the  Day  of  my  Wife’s  Marriage  or  Death  to  her  and  her  Heirs. 

Item  I  give  and  Bequeath  to  my  Daughter  Henrietta  Johnson,  One  Negro 
Girl  named  Pleasant  to  her  and  her  Heirs. 

Item  I  give  to  my  Daughter  Lucretia  Johnson  one  Negro  Boy  Named  Peter 
to  her  and  her  [Heirs]  or  Assigns  forever. 

Item  I  give  and  Bequeath  to  two  Sons  Obedience  and  Samuel  Johnson,  one 
Negro  Girl  Named  Merriom,  to  be  Equally  Divided  Between  them,  when  they 
come  of  Age. 

Item  I  give  to  my  Daughter  Leah  Johnson  one  feather  Bed  &  furniture,  one 
Chest,  that  was  her  Mother’s,  one  Cow  and  Calf  and  Two  Ewes. 

Item  I  give  to  my  Son  Ismay  Johnson,  One  Musket. 

Item  I  Lend  to  my  Beloved  Wife  Tabitha,  all  the  Remainder  and  Residue 
of  my  Estate,  both  Personal  and  Real,  until  the  Day  of  Marriage,  and  then  to  be 
Equally  Divided  Betwixt  my  Children,  that  I  have  by  my  last  Wife;  further  appoint 
my  Wife  whole  and  Sole  Executor  and  Executrix  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testa¬ 
ment,  Revoking  all  other  Wills. 

As  Witness  my  Hand  and  Seal  this  15:  Day  of  March  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord 
God  Anno  Domini  1754.  Interlined  before  Signed. 

Test 

THOMAS  DEWEY  JOHN  JOHNSON  (L.  S.) 

SAMUEL  COWARD 

At  a  Court  held  for  Northampton  County  the  9th:  Day  of  April  1754  The  last 
Will  and  Testament  of  John  Johnson  Deceased  was  Presented  in  Court  by  Tabitha 
Johnson  the  Executrix  therein  Appointed;  and  Ismay  Johnson  Son  and  Heir  at 
Law  of  the  Decedant,  appeared  by  George  Holden  his  Attorney  and  declared  that 
he  had  nothing  to  object  to  the  Validity  of  the  said  Will;  which  was  accordingly 
Proved  by  the  Oaths  of  Thomas  Dewey  and  Samuel  Coward,  Witnesses  thereto  8c 
Ordered  to  be  Recorded,  And  upon  the  motion  of  the  said  Executrix,  k  she  having 
given  Bond  with  Security,  8c  taken  the  Oath  according  to  Law,  Certificate  is  granted 
her  for  obtaining  a  Probate  thereof  in  due  Form. 

Teste 
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[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  IV.  B.  XXVI,  page  Go] : 

Will  of  Lucretia  Johnson  dated  May  17,  1777,  probated  Sept.  9,  1777. 

“To  Godson,  Edmund  Joynes,  the  son  of  Thomas  Joynes,  deceased,  10  pounds 
current  money  of  Virginia  to  be  paid  him  after  my  mother’s  [stepmother]  death. 

To  Godaughter,  Peggy  Johnson,  daughter  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Sr.,  5 
pounds  current  money  of  Virginia  to  be  paid  her  after  my  mother’s  [stepmother] 
death. 

To  mother  [stepmother],  Tabitha  Johnson,  the  remainder  of  my  estate  not 
before  given  during  her  life,  and  after  her  death  ‘I  desire  that  my  sister  Rosanna 
Elliott  should  have  it  all’. 

My  Negro  fellow  Peter  should  be  sold  and  should  have  liberty  to  make  choice 
of  his  master,  that  is  if  the  man  that  he  make  choice  of  will  give  within  five  pounds 
current  money  of  Virginia  as  much  as  any  other  man  will  give. 

Friend,  Hezekiah  James,  Executor. 

Witnesses:  Caleb  Smith;  Thomas  James;  Obedience  Johnson. 

[Marriage  License  Bonds,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

/706-/757  by  Stratton  Nottingham,  p.  51]: 

“Esme  Johnson  and  Rachel  Darby,  widow,  1  Aug.  1761,  James  Perkins, 
Security.’’ 

Ismay  Johnson,  son  of  John  Johnson,  died  1754,  and  brother  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Sr., 
who  died  1 795. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  IV.  B.  XXIV,  page  282]:  Abstract: 

Will  of  Ismay  Johnson,  dated  July  12,  1770,  probated  Sept.  11,  1770. 

To  wife  Rachel  “the  use  of  my  Lease  Land  during  the  term  of  my  Lease 
provided  she  bring  up  my  children  and  school  them  without  any  Costs  to  their 
Estate.  She  should  have  the  use  of  my  four  Negroes  hereafter  named,  Harry,  Dick, 
Quier  8c  Siller  to  assist  in  bringing  up  my  three  children  without  any  Costs  to  their 
Estates,  and  for  her  to  have  the  use  of  the  four  Negroes  till  my  eldest  Child  come 
to  age.  Should  my  loving  wife  die  before  the  Lease  is  out,  that  the  Lease  should  be 
sold  and  the  money  applyed  to  bring  up  my  three  children  and  the  Negroes  to  go 
to  my  three  children.” 

To  Son,  James  Johnson,  my  Negro  boy  Quier.  To  Son,  Ismay  Johnson,  negro 
boy  Dick.  To  Daughter,  Peggy,  negro  boy  Harry  8c  Negro  Girl,  Siller.  “My  two  sons 
to  be  bound  out  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  to  some  trade.” 

To  wife,  Rachel,  personalty,  cattle  and  “my  half  of  my  Schooner  Nasswaddox 
should  be  sold  and  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  and  the  remainder  of  what 
money  I  have  left  after  paying  of  Ben.  Darby’s  Children  Estate  to  be  lett  out  on 
interest  till  my  Eldest  Son  comes  to  Age  and  then  for  the  principal  and  Interest 
to  be  equally  divided  between  my  two  sons,  James  8c  Ismay”.  To  Godson,  Ben. 
Darby  my  gold  Sleave  Buttons.  “To  Daughter  Peggy  Johnson  half  a  dozen  Silver 
table  spoons  and  half  a  dozen  silver  tea  spoons”. 

“The  remainder  of  my  Estate  after  Ben.  Darby  Children  personal  Estate  is 
settled  should  be  equally  divided  between  my  loving  Wife  and  my  three  Children 
hereafter  named,  Peggy,  Jamesk:  Ismay,  and  the  Childrens  part  to  be  Sold  for  Cash 
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and  my  wife  to  have  the  use  of  the  money  arising  from  such  Sale  to  bring  up  my 
three  Children.” 

Wife  Rachel,  Executrix. 

Witnesses:  William  Christian;  John  Wilkins;  John  Darby;  John  West. 

Wife  of  Ismay  Johnson,  who  died  1770. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  W.  B.  XXVI,  page  173]:  Abstract: 

Will  of  Rachel  Johnson  dated  Dec.  22,  1778,  probated  Jan.  12,  1779. 

To  Son,  Nathaniel  Darby  100  pounds.  To  Daughter,  Peggy  Johnson,  1  large 
seal  skin  trunk,  1  blue  chest,  a  Dutch  linen  wheel,  clothing,  5  silver  table  spoons, 
5  silver  tea  spoons,  tongs,  a  large  gilt  prayer  book  and  a  natural  pacing  mare. 

Estate  not  before  given  to  be  sold  and  after  payment  of  debts  to  be  equally 
divided  between  my  sons,  John,  Nathaniel  8;  Benjamin  Darby  8c  James  &  Ismay 
Johnson  and  my  daughter,  Peggy  Johnson.  If  my  son,  Nathaniel,  never  gets  home 
the  legacy  I  gave  him  to  be  divided  between  my  sons,  John  &  Benjamin  Darby  and 
my  daughter,  Peggy  Johnson.  My  son,  John  Darby,  to  keep  all  my  children  until 
they  come  of  age  or  marry,  and  that  he  see  that  they  have  good  and  sufficient 
schooling. 

Son,  John  Darby,  executor. 

Witnesses:  Hezekiah  Pitts  &  John  Turner. 

[Rachel  Johnson  married  (1)  Benjamin  Darby;  (2)  Ismay  Johnson  in  1 76 1]. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Wills  1788-92,  page  270]: 

Rachel  Johnson’s  estate  settled. 

Balance  due  to  heirs  of  Esme  Johnson 
To  James  Johnson  interest  to  date 
“  Esme 

“  Peggy  “  _  “  _  “  “ 

By  cash  rec.  of  Hezekiah  Pitts  executor  of  Obedience  Johnson  who  was  guard¬ 


ian  to  Esme  8:  Peggy  Johnson. 

Cash  due  James  Johnson  due  for  his  fathers  and 

mothers  estate  including  interest . jC710-13-7V2 

By  balance  due  Esme  Johnson  being  his  part  of  the  above  .  .  .  416.  0.6 

By  balance  due  Peggy  Johnson  being  her  part  of  the  above  .  .  46.  1.3 

Heirs  of  Esme  Johnson  deced  from ' 
the  estate  of  John  Darby  dec.  y 

Jan.  11,  1791 


Peggy  Johnson,  daughter  of  Ismay  Johnson  and  sister  of  Ismay  and  James  Johnson. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Land  Causes  1815-1834,  p.  77]: 

‘‘James  Waters  and  Sally,  his  wife,  John  Waters,  George  D.  Waters,  and  Mary, 
his  wife,  Richard  J.  Waters,  William  W.  Waters,  Dolly,  George,  Harriet,  Joseph, 
Margaret  and  Thomas  U.  Waters,  by  Thomas  Waters,  their  next  friend, 
vs. 

Ismey  Johnson. 

Suit  for  Division  of  Land. 

That  a  certain  James  Johnson,  late  of  this  County,  was  in  his  lifetime  and  at 
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the  time  of  his  death,  seized  in  fee  of  a  certain  plantation  and  tract  of  land  with 
the  appurtenances,  containing,  by  estimation  5214  acres,  in  the  County  aforesaid, 
and  adjoining  the  lands  of  John  R.  Waddey,  James  Carter  and  others,  and  being  so 

seized  thereof  upon  the . .  day  of  August,  1815,  duly  made  and  published 

his  last  will  and  testament  in  writing,  by  which  he  devised  the  aforesaid  lands,  with 
the  appurtenances,  to  his  son  James,  and  in  case  of  his  death  under  age  and  without 
issue  at  his  death,  then  the  said  land  to  be  divided  amongst  the  children  of  his 
sister,  Peggy  Waters,  who  are  your  orators  and  oratrixes,  and  his  brother  Isma, 
the  one  half  to  Isma  and  the  other  one  half  to  the  said  children  of  his  sister  Peggy 
Waters.— 10  June,  1817.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  W .  B.  XXV,  page  387]: 

Will  of  John  Johnson,  Jr.,  dated  Sept.  1,  1771,  probated  Jan.  10,  1775. 

To  Brother,  Obedience  Johnson,  “a  tract  or  parcel  of  Land  containing  one 
hundred  acres  (be  it  more  or  less)  it  being  the  land  my  father  gave  me  which  was 
part  of  his  Land  lying  and  being  in  Nassawadox  Neck. 

“Mother  [stepmother],  Tabitha  Johnson,  to  have  the  use  of  the  rest  of  my 
estate  during  her  natural  life,  then  to  descend  to  my  two  sisters,  Lucrelia  Johnson 
&  Rosanna  Johnson,  except  the  money  due  me  from  William  Reynolds  and  that 
I  entirely  give  to  my  Mother  [stepmother],  Tabitha  Johnson,  and  her  disposal. 

Mother  [stepmother],  Tabitha  Johnson,  Executrix. 

Witnesses:  Obediah  Johnson;  Thomas  James;  Solomon  Johnson.’’ 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  D.  B.  XIX,  page  262]: 

Feb.  11,  1755,  recorded  Feb.  12,  1755.  Ismay  Johnson  to  Tabitha  Johnson, 
Spinster  [Spinster  here  means  widow].  Sale  of  “a  certain  Tract  of  Land  Situate  in 
Northampton  County  on  the  South  side  of  Occohannock  Creek  which  was  devised 
to  the  said  Ismay  Johnson  by  the  Last  Will  of  John  Johnson  his  Father,  Bearing 
Date  the  XVth  Day  of  March  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
four  Sc  also  thirteen  Acres  of  Land  Lying  at  the  Head  of  Custis’s  and  Adjoining  to 
Robert  James  Land.” 

WILL  OF  TABITHA  JOHNSON-2nd  wife  of  John  Johnson: 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville; 

Wills  &c.  No.  27,  ij8j-iy88,  pages  199-200]: 

“in  the  name  of  god  amen  I  Tabitha  Johnson  of  the  County  of  Northampton 
Being  weak  of  Body  but  of  sound  And  Disposing  Memory  Thanks  to  Almighty  Cod 
for  it  do  make  Sc  ordain  This  My  last  Will  &  Testament  in  Manner  &  form  as 
followeth,  to  Witt, 

I  Give  unto  my  Grandson  John  Powell  Johnson  One  Hundred  Acres  of  land 
lying  down  the  Neck  That  I  bought  of  Esme  Johnson  to  him  Sc  his  Heirs  for  ever, 

I  Give  my  daughter  Rosey  Elliott  one  half  my  Wearing  Apparell.  I  give  the 
Other  half  to  be  divided  Betwen  my  Grand  Children. 

My  Will  is  that  my  Executors  shall  sell  the  the  [sic]  small  piece  of  land  I  hold 
lying  and  Adjoining  Betwen  Thomas  James  and  John  Wilkins  Containing  Thir¬ 
teen  Acres  more  or  less,  And  all  the  rest  of  my  estate  not  Before  given  Away. 

I  Give  unto  my  grand  Children  Nancy  Kendall  Johnson  Betsey  Johnson 
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Samuel  Johnson  James  Johnson  &  youngest  Child  not  Christened  One  Hundred 
Pounds  That  Will  be  raised  by  the  Sale  of  my  estate  to  be  Equally  Devided  Amongst 
them,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  money  Ariseing  from  my  estate  I  give  unto  My  Daugh¬ 
ter  Roscy  Elliot  at  her  own  disposeing. 

I  nominate  and  appoint  Hezekiah  Pitts  Executor  of  this  My  last  Will  and 
Testament. 

In  Witness  I  here  unto  Set  my  hand  this  Twenty  Nine  day  of  March  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  R:  Eighty  Three. 

Witness’d  by  us  her 

OBEDIENCE  JOHNSON  TABITHA  X  JOHNSON 

HEZEKIAH  JAMES  Mark 

At  a  Court  held  for  Northampton  County  the  1 1'1'  day  of  January,  1785,  This 
Will  was  proved  by  the  Oaths  of  Obedience  Johnson  R;  Hezekiah  James  Witnesses 
thereto  except  An  Interlination  therein  Inserted  Which  was  proved  by  the  Oath 
of  Hezekiah  Pitts  When  the  same  were  ordered  to  be  recorded;  And  upon  the 
Motion  of  Abel  Savage  Sc  he  having  given  Bond  with  security  &  taken  the  oath 
According  to  law  Certificate  is  Granted  him  for  Obtaining  A  probat  thereof  in  due 
form 

Test  WILLIAM  STITH  Cl.  C.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  D.  B.  XXII,  page  31]: 

Nov.  8,  1785,  recorded  Nov.  9,  1785. 

Tabitha  Johnson,  by  her  administrator,  Caleb  Savage. 

To  Edward  Ker  of  Accomack  County,  Merchant,  sale  of  13  acres  of  land.  Sold 
under  will  of  Tabitha  Johnson. 

Will  of  Churchil  Darby,  1769. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Wills  7772-7777,  p.  58]:  Abstract: 

Will  of  Churchil  Darby  dated  31  Oct.  1769,  proved  24  Feb.  1773. 

“To  John  Darby,  son  of  Francis  Darby  my  \/2  of  the  water  grist  mill  R:  for  want 
of  heirs  to  the  heirs  of  his  father  Francis  Darby. 

I  give  my  right  of  land  where  I  now  live  to  Benjamin  Darby,  son  of  John  Darby, 
R:  for  want  of  heirs  to  John  Darby  son  of  Francis  Darby. 

To  Churchill  Aimes. 

To  sister  Dorothy  Aimes. 

All  my  right  of  the  negroes  to  be  div.  bet.  Dorothy  Ames,  John  Darby,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Darby  Re  Ann  Darby. 

Francis  Darby,  Ann  Johnson,  Dorothy  Ames,  Tabitha  Mears  resid.  legatees. 
Friend  Abel  West  Exr.  Sc  trustee  over  my  nephews  Benjamin  Darby  R:  Ann 
Darby. 

Witt:  John  Mears,  John  Hornsby,  Babel  Hornsby 

In  order  of  prob:  John  Coloney  app.  guardian  to  Benjamin  Darby,  heir  at  law 
to  the  testator.” 


FIFTH  GENERATION 

Obedience  Johnson,  Senr.  so  called  in  all  reference  to  him  in  the  Northampton  County 
records,  until  the  year  1783/4  when  Obedience  Johnson,  Jr.  died,  was  evidently  the  eldest 
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son  of  john  Johnson,  by  his  first  WIFE-'  the  second  wife  Tabitha,  being  mother  of  Obedience 
Johnson,  Jr.  He  was  not  mentioned  in  his  father’s  Will.  The  fact  that  Obedience  Johnson 
“Sr.”,  so  called  until  the  death  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Jr.,  was  closely  identified  with  the 
affairs  of  the  latter’s  family  indicates  a  tie  of  blood. 

On  May  17th,  1777 ,  Lucretia  Johnson,  the  sister  of  Obedience,  Jr.,  left  a  legacy  to  “My 
God  daughter  Peggy  Johnson,  daughter  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Sr.”,  married  Brown  Brad¬ 
ford,  and  in  the  will  of  Devorax  Godwin,  father-in-law  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Jr.,  the  former 
appointed  Obedience  Johnson,  Sr.,  to  divide  the  estate  left  by  Godwin  to  his  grand  children. 

There  were  but  two  Obedience  Johnsons  contemporary  in  Northampton  County  in  the 
year  1782  as  shown  on  the  Tax  list  for  Personal  property  in  the  County  that  year,  and  succes¬ 
sive  ones. 

The  only  other  Obedience  Johnson  mentioned  as  late  as  1749  in  the  above  County  was 
the  son  of  an  earlier  man  of  the  same  name,  descendant  of  a  different  line,  but  perhaps  the 
same  origin.  The  terms  “Senior”  and  “Junior”  would  not  have  been  applied  to  men  so  dis¬ 
tantly  related.  There  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  the  last  mentioned  man  of  the  name  survived. 

In  the  absence  of  proof  of  the  contrary  we  accept  the  evidence  that  Obedience  Johnson 
of  ancestral  interest  was  the  son  of  John  Johnson  by  his  first  wife,  elder  half-brother  to 
Obedience,  Jr. 

Notes:  Charles  Russell  had  a  daughter  Sarah  Johnson  and  a  grandson  John  Johnson. 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills  ire.  7767-/772,  p.  285]:  Abstract: 

Will  of  Patience  Savage,  dated  23  Oct.  17G5,  proved  26  Apr.  1769. 

“To  son  William  Hope  Savage.  To  son  Griffin  Savage.  Dau.  Sarah  Johnson. 
Dan.  Patience  Crippen.  Grandaus.  Anne  &:  Esther  Savage.  Grandchildren  Benja¬ 
min,  Elizabeth  &  Sinah  Riley.  Bal.  of  est.  to  4  children  Anne  Justice,  Mary  White, 
William  Hope  Savage  &:  Sarah  Johnson. 

Sons  in  law  Richard  Justice  &:  William  White  Exrs. 

Witt:  Baily  Hinrnan,  Anne  Beech,  Abraham  Riggs. 

In  order  of  prob:  William  Savage  qualified,  the  other  Exrs.  being  both  dead.” 

Following  are  the  earliest  Personal  Tax  Lists  for  Northampton  County  preserved  now 
at  the  State  Library,  Richmond,  Va.  They  show  that  but  ttvo  men  named  Obedience  Johnson 
were  taxed  in  that  County  from  1782  until  the  death  of  both.  They  are  designated  Obedience 
Johnson,  Sr.,  and  Jr.,  hence  must  have  been  of  the  same  immediate  family.  The  records  herein 
given  prove  that  they  were  not  father  and  son,  or  uncle  and  nephew,  hence  they  must  have 
been  half-brothers. 

The  custom  of  giving  the  same  Christian  name  to  two  sons  was  a  very  usual  one  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia— in  some  cases  both  were  sons  of  the  same  Mother.  In  this  case 
John  Johnson’s  eldest  son,  Obedience,  Sr.,  was  by  his  first  wife,  as  those  of  his  second  wife 
Tabitha  are  identified  in  the  records  given— her  son  was  Obedience,  Jr. 

The  tax  lists  proving  two  Obedience  Johnsons  until  death  of  the  Jr.  1783/4  are  herewith 
given. 

In  the  Land  Tax  Books  of  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  for  the  year  1787-1795  inclusive,  the 
only  persons  by  the  name  of  Obedience  Johnson  who  were  taxed  were  designated  as 
“Obedience  Johnson’s  Heir”  taxed  on  213  acres  and  Obedience  Johnson,  Sr.,  taxed  on  250 
acres.  As  it  will  be  seen  in  the  following  Obedience  Johnson,  Jr.’s  Heir  and  Obedience 
Johnson  (father  of  Kessey  Johnson  Ayres)  were  the  only  two  of  the  name  mentioned  in  the 
tax  list.  They  are  designated  variously  as  above. 
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[State  Library,  Richmond,  Va.,  Archives  Department^: 

In  a  list  of  persons  taxed  in  Northampton  County,  Virginia  there  appear  the 
following  in  the  Personal  Tax  Account:  — 


Year  1782. 

Laban  Johnson 

Priscilla  Johnson 

Obedience  Johnson,  Sr. 

Jane  Johnson 

Obedience  Johnson,  Jr. 

Sam’l  Johnson 

Joannas  Johnson 

Tabitha  Johnson 

Edmund  Johnson 

Year  178). 

Priscilla  Johnson 

Obedience  Johnson 

Jane  Johnson 

Isaac  Johnson 

Year  1789. 

Priscilla  Johnson 

Obedience  Johnson 

Jane  Johnson 

Tabitha  Johnson 

Year  1785. 

Obedience  Johnson 

Priscilla  Johnson 

Jane  Johnson 

Year  1787. 

Johannes  Johnson 

Priscilla  Johnson 

Isaac  Johnson 

Jane  Johnson 

Obedience  Johnson 

Thos.  Johnson 

Robinson  Johnson 

Year  1788. 

Isaac  Johnson 

Priscilla  Johnson 

Obedience  Johnson 

Jane  Johnson 

Robinson  Johnson 

Year  1789. 

Same  as  above. 

Note:  Laban  Johnson  was  a  son  of  Rachel  Johnson,  who  was  daughter  of  Holloway 
Bunting.  Obedience  Johnson  was  one  of  the  witnesses  to  Holloway  Bunting’s  Will,  North¬ 
ampton  Co.,  Va.,  1772. 

[Marriage  License  Bonds,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  /706-/757,  by  Stratton 
Nottingham]: 

[Page  53]  “William  Johnson  8c  Elishe  Haggoman,  dau.  Silvanus  Haggoman,! 
15  Mar.  1757,  Esau  Jacob  sec.” 

[Page  53]  “William  Johnson  8c  Hannah  Andrews,  6  Sept.  1778,  Nathaniel 
Powell  sec.” 

[Page  52]  ‘‘John  Johnson  8c  Margaret  Jacob,  wid.  11  Oct.  1774,  Alexander 
McLaughlin  sec.” 

[Page  52]  “  John  Y.  Johnson  8c  Louisiana  W.  Trower,  ward  of  William  Costin, 

24  Dec.  1833,  William  Costin  sec.” 

J  Silvanus  Hoggoman,  in  his  will  proved  12  Dec.,  1764,  leaves  a  legacy  to  his  granddaughter,  Margaret  Johnson, 
who  married  (1)  Thomas  Nottingham,  Jr.,  in  1776,  and  (2)  George  Lewis  in  1789. 

In  1799  Argle  (Argoll)  Kellam  bought  “Wynona”  ("Glebe  Land”)  from  Robert  Hoggoman  and  Polly  his 
wife.  Argoll  Kellam's  daughter  was  Margaret  Johnson,  wife  of  John  Johnson;  other  children  were  Robert,  Walter 
(was  given  "Wynona”),  Susanna  and  James. 
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[John  Y.  Johnson  was  a  Great  Uncle  of  the  compiler  and  son  of  John  Johnson  and 
his  wife,  Margaret  (Kellam)  Johnson]. 

[Page  52]  “Solomon  Johnson  &  Adah  Johnson,  dau.  Obedience  Johnson, 
dec.,  4  June,  1770,  Moses  Johnson  sec.” 

[State  Library,  Richmond,  Va.,  Auditors  Office,  Land  Book,  page  634]: 
Northampton  County  name  changed  from  Accomack  Co.  1642-3. 

“Proprietors  Name  Qt.  Land  Price  Amt.  Land  Amt.  Rev.  Tax. 
Obedience  Johnson 

Jun.  heir  213  (acres)  106  10  1  12  o 

Obedience  Johnson  250  “  125  1  17  6 

Year  1787 

List  of  Land  Tax  Within  the  Dist.  of  Littleton  Upshur  Commis¬ 
sioner  in  the  Dist  of  the  Co.  of  Northampton. 


Obedience  Johnsons 

heir  213  (acres)  106  10  8  o\/± 

Obedience  Johnson 

Sen.  250  ”  125  9  4 1/2 

Year  1791 

Certified  Sept.  22,  1792.  Wm.  Stitch  C.N.C. 

List  of  Land  Tax  Within  the  Dist.  of  Littleton  Upshur. 

Obedience  Johnsons 

heir  213  (acres) 

Obedience  Johnson  250 

Year  1792 

Dist.  of  Littleton  Upshur- 
Certified  Sept.  22,  1793. 

106 

125 

10 

8 

9 

oi/4 

4V2 

Obedience  Johnson  213  (acres) 

106 

10 

5 

4 

Obedience  Johnson  250 

Year  1793— Dist  of  Littleton  Upshur- 
Certified  Dec.  30,  1793— Wm.  Stith  C.N.C. 

125 

6 

3 

Obedience  Johnsons 

heir  213  (acres) 

Rachiel  Johnson 
from 

106 

10 

5 

4 

Obedience  Johnson  250 

Year  1794 

Certified  by  Matthew  Guy— Northampton  Co. 

125 

1 

59 

Obedience  Johnson  213  (acres) 

106 

10 

5 

4 

Rachiel  Johnson  250 

125 

6 

6 

3 

Year  1795.” 


Next  is  given  the  Will  of  Obedience  Johnson  called  “Senr.  in  various  records  in 
Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  the  evident  elder  half  brother  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Jr.  This 
Obedience  Johnson,  (Senr.)  is  the  fifth  generation  in  the  line  of  descent  in  this  Memoir. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  Rachel  has  not  been  brought  to  light  in  the  Public  records. 
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WILL  OF  OBEDIENCE  JOHNSON  SR.-proved  14  April  1795. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville; 

Wills,  Inventories  be.,  No.  29,  1J92-1J95,  pages  390,  391,  392]: 

“in  the  name  of  god  amen,  I  Obediance  Johnson  of  Northampton  County, 
being  sick  and  weak  of  Body  but  of  Sound  mind  and  memory;  Blessed  be  God; 
do  make  and  publish  this  my  last  will  and  Testament  in  manner  following;  — 
(That  is  to  say). 

Imprimis,  I  Lend  to  my  loving  wife  Rachel  Johnson,  the  whole  of  my  Planta¬ 
tion,  whereon  I  live,  for  four  Years,  and  during  the  said  four  years,  all  my  Children 
which  are  under  age  or  unmarried  to  have  a  home  on  the  said  Plantation,  without 
a  charge  for  the  same,  and  if  it  should  please  God  to  take  my  Wife,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  said  four  years,  it  is  also  my  Will  that  my  Children  above  men¬ 
tioned  shall  have  a  home  on  the  same  terms  as  above,  for  the  said  time  of  four 
years,  with  my  Son  Joint  Johnson. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  Son  John  Johnson,  after  the  Term  of  four  years,  or  the 
Death  of  my  Wife,  the  whole  of  my  Plantation  whereon  I  now  live  to  him,  and  his 
heirs,  forever. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  Son  in  Law  Brown  Bradford  one  negro  woman  by  name 
Anzalah. 

Item.  I  lend  to  my  Son  in  Law,  John  Young,  one  negro  Man,  by  name, 
Abraham,  for  the  Term  of  four  yeares. 

Item.  I  then  Leave  the  remainder  of  my  Estate,  at  the  Expiration  of  four 
years  to  be  ecjually  divided  between  my  Children,  Polly  Johnson,  Kessey  Johnson, 
Susanna  Young,  William  Johnson,  Richard  Johnson,  Elizabeth  Johnson,  Rachel 
Johnson,  Abel  Johnson. 

Item.  I  give  to  my  Son  John  Johnson,  out  of  my  Estate,  as  above  mentioned, 
one  Horse  Called  Danby. 

I  do  appoint,  my  wife  Rachel  Johnson,  and  my  Son  John  Johnson,  my  Execu¬ 
tors  to  this  my  last  will. 

In  Witness  whereof  I  have  to  this  my  last  will  and  Testament,  set  my  hand  and 
seal,  this  third  day  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred,  and  ninety  four. 
Teste  obediance  Johnson  (Seal) 

THOMAS  PARRAMORE 

WM:  JAMES 

MICHAEL  CHRISTIAN 

“At  a  Court  held  for  Northampton  County  the  14th  Day  of  April  1795 

This  will  was  proved  by  the  Oaths  of  Thomas  Parramore,  and  William  James, 
witnesses  thereto  and  ordered  to  be  recorded;  and  on  the  motion  of  Rachel  Johnson, 
and  John  Johnson,  Executor  and  Executrix,  therein  appointed  who  took  the  Oath 
and  gave  Bond  with  Security  according  to  law,  certificate  is  granted  them  to  obtain 
a  probate  thereof  in  due  form. 

Exd  T  este 

THOMAS  LYTT:  SAVAGE—  C.N.C.” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville; 

Wills  and  Inventories,  1795-1798,  No.  30,  pages  475-476]: 

“estate  of  obedience  Johnson  dec’d:  in  account  with 
Rachel  Johnson  Extx:  Ik  John  Johnson  Exor:  18th: 

Oct°;  1796. 
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To  Cash  paid  Robert  Rogers  for  crying  Estate . £  0.12.  o 

To  Cash  paid  for  schooling  the  Children .  o.  6.  o 

To  Cash  paid  Doctor  Tankard  per  Order .  3.13.  o 

To  Commissions  on  £585.3.6  at  5  pct .  29.  5.  2 

To  allowance  for  returning  this  Acc‘ &  Inventory  R:c .  3.  o.  o 

To  Mrs.  Rachel  Johnson  one  third  of  Estate . 180.  9.  8 

To  Polly  Johnson  per  her  receipt  for  Estate .  45.  2.  5 

To  Cassey  Johnson  per  her  receipt  for  Estate .  45.  2.  5 

To  John  Young  for  his  receipt  for  his  Wife’s  Estate .  45.  2.  5 

To  Mrs:  Rachel  Johnson’s  receipt  as  Guardian  for  the  Estates  of 

William,  Elizabeth,  Rachel  &  Abel  Johnson  each,  £45.2.5  .  .  225.12.  1 

To  Cash  paid  Thomas  Evans  per  Order .  4.  4.10 

To  John  Stratton  per  Judgment .  1.11.  3 

To  Cash  paid  Peter  Bowdoin  for  tax  for  the  year  1795 .  5.10.  3 

To  Cash  paid  Mary  Pettit  per  Order .  1.16.  o 

£591-  8-  1 

CONTRA— 

By  Amount  of  Account  of  Sales . £435- M-  6i/£ 

By  Robert  Nottingham  for  his  Note .  2.12.  414 

By  William  Rasco  for  his  Note .  2.17.  7 

By  Jane  Johnson  for  her  Note . .  4.  o.  o 

By  Coventon  Simkins  for  his  Bond .  46.10.  o 

By  Amos  Underhill  for  Note .  7-7-9 

By  John  Major  for  Note .  3.  2.  6 

By  John  Milley  for  Note .  8.10.  o 

By  William  Simkins  for  Note  of  Michael  Christian .  11.17.  9 

By  John  Young  for  his  Note .  26.18.  o 

By  Cash  received  of  Joseph  Nottingham .  20.  o.  o 

By  Cash  received  of  Jacob  Fathery .  1.13.  o 

By  Cash  received  of  Joseph  Nottingham .  14. 1 3.  o 

By  John  Crippen .  5.11.  7 

jC59i-  8-  1 


Persuant  to  an  Order  of  the  Worshipfull  Court  of  Northampton  County  we 
have  examined  the  accounts  respecting  the  Estate  &  find  as  above  stated. 

25th:  November  1797  hezekiah  pitts 

TiIOs  JAMES 

At  a  Court  held  for  Northampton  County  the  ioth:  Day  of  September  1798, 
This  Settlement  of  the  Estate  of  Obedience  Johnson  dece’d:  was  returned,  And 
Ordered  to  be  recorded. 

ExJ:  Teste  thos:  lytt:  savage  C.N.C.” 

The  next  articles  refer  to  the  children  and  widow  of  Obedience  Johnson  (Sr.)  and  are 
given  to  establish  their  identity  as  the  same  mentioned  in  his  will. 


This  Obedience  Johnson,  Senr.,  was  son  of  John  Johnson  and  his  first  wife,  name 
unknown. 
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CHART  SHOWING  CHILDREN 
OF 


Obedience  Johnson,  Senr.  -  — 
Lived  near  Wardstown, 
Occahanock  Neck,  Northampton 
Co.,  Va.  (Eldest  son  &  Heir 
at  law  of  John  Johnson  by 
his  first-wife).  Will 
dated  Oct.  3,  1794,  proved 
April  14,  1795.  Taxed  on 
250  Acres  of  Land  1787— 

*795- 


Rachel 


(1)  John  Johnson  married  Margaret  Kellam,  dau.  of  Argil. 

(2)  Polly  Johnson,  d.  s.p.  181 1. 

(3)  Peggy  Johnson  married  Brown  Bradford,  March  14,  1788. 

(4)  Kessey  (Cassey)  Johnson  married  Edmond  Ayres,  March  8,  1800. 

(5)  Susey  Johnson  married  John  Young,  May  22,  1794.  She  is  buried  at  the  Hill  Cottage 

near  Occahannock  Creek.  The  compiler  saw  her  grave. 

(6)  Richard  Johnson  married  Polly  B.  Bloxom,  Aug.  12,  1812. 

(7)  Elizabeth  Johnson,  d.  s.p.  1821. 

(8)  Rachel  Johnson  married  Abel  Abdell,  Sept.  4,  1807. 

(g)  Abel  Brown  Johnson  died  unmarried  before  1824. 

(10)  William  P.  Johnson  married  Peggy  Gibbs. 


Note:  Marriages  taken  from  Original  Marriage  Bonds  published  in  Crozier’s  Virginia 
County  Records ,  Vol.  6,  pp.  99  et  al.  Also  from  Tyler’s  Quarterly  Magazine. 


Will  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Jr.,  son  of  John  Johnson  and  his  last  wife  Tabitha— half 
brother  to  Obedience  Johnson,  Sr.,  the  compiler’s  line. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  W.  B.  XXVI,  page  557]:  Abstract: 

Will  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Jr.,  dated  Nov.  16,  1782,  probated  Dec.  12,  1782. 

“To  wife,  Elishe  [nee  Godwin],  my  negro  wench  Hagar. 

“In  consideration  that  she  have  no  dower  in  the  plantation  I  bought 
of  Obadiah  Johnson,  deed  which  plantation  I  will  and  desire  to  be  sold  by  my 
Executors  or  either  of  them,  and  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  to  be  applied 
toward  the  payment  of  my  Just  Debts. 

Wife  to  bring  up  and  care  for  my  children  during  her  widowhood  for  which 
I  give  her  the  use  of  my  whole  Estate  during  her  Widowhood,  after  the  payment 
of  my  Just  Debts. 

To  Son,  John  Johnson,  at  my  wife’s  death  or  marriage,  or  at  his  ariving  unto 
lawful  age,  two  negroes,  to-wit,  Peter  &  Milley.  Son  John  to  have  the  plantation 
whereon  his  Grandmother  [Tabitha]  now  lives  but  that  she  shall  not  be  disturbed 
during  her  lifetime. 

To  wife,  Elishe,  one  fifth  part  of  my  remaining  estate. 

To  two  daughters,  Nancy  Kendall  Johnson  and  Elizabeth  Johnson  8  silver 
tea  spoons  to  be  divided  between  them. 
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The  rest  of  my  estate  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  surviving  children 
when  they  marry  or  arrive  to  the  age  of  21. 

I  except  my  son  John  from  having  a  division  with  the  rest  or  any  part  than 
what  I  have  legacied  him.  Should  my  son  John  die  before  marriage  or  arriving  to 
the  age  of  21,  the  two  negroes  willed  him  to  be  divided  as  before  directed. 

“My  two  sons,  Samuel  and  James  to  be  bound  out  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
Father  in  law  Devorax  Godwin  and  Hezekiah  Pitts  Executors. 

Witnesses  Thomas  James;  William  F.  Ross.” 

This  Obedience  Johnson ,  Jr.,  son  of  John  Johnson  and  his  last  wife,  Tabitha,  half 
brother  to  Obedience  Johnson,  Sr.,  the  compiler’s  line. 


CHART  SHOWING  CHILDREN 
OF 


Obedience  Johnson,  Jr. 
Son  of  John  Johnson  by 
last  wife  Tabitha.  A 
minor  at  date  of  his 
father’s  will,  April  9, 
1754.  His  will  dated 
March  29,  1783,  proved 
Jan.  1 1,  1785, 
Northampton  Co.,  Va. 
His  children  called 
grandchildren  in  will 
of  Tabitha  Johnson. 


(1)  John  Powell  Johnson  married  Tabitha . 

(2)  Samuel  Johnson. 

(3)  James  Johnson  married  Adah . 

(4)  Nancy  Kendall  Johnson. 

(5)  Betsey  Johnson. 

(6)  Peggy  Johnson,  youngest  child  not  christened  when  grandmother,  Tabitha  John¬ 

son,  made  her  will  in  1783,  proved  1785. 


Elishe  Godwin, 
Daughter  of  Devorax 
Godwin.  Married 
Feb.  8,  1772. 

She  married  (2)  Caleb 
Savage,  Dec.  10,  1784. 
[Marriage  Bonds, 
Northampton  Co.,  Va.]. 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Vol.  XXXIX-O,  page  2]: 

Feb.  8,  1796— Rachel  Johnson  appointed  guardian  of  her  children,  Betsey, 
Rachel  and  Abel  Brown,  orphans  of  Obedience  Johnson  [Senr.],  deceased. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Vol.  XXXIX-O,  page  2] : 

Feb.  8,  1796— William  and  Richard  Johnson,  orphans  of  Obedience  Johnson, 
[Sr.],  deceased,  chose  Rachel  Johnson  their  guardian. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Vol.  XXXIX-O,  page  256]: 

July  9,  1798— “John  Young  &  Susey  his  wife,  William,  Polly  8c  Cassey  [Kessey] 
Johnson  [married  Edmond  Ayres]  vs . . In  Chancery. 
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Richard,  Betsey,  Rachel  k  Abel  Johnson,  Infants,  by  Rachel  Johnson,  Sen.  their 
guardian  specially  appointed  by  the  Court  for  the  purpose  of  defending  this  suit". 

Ordered  that  the  slaves  in  the  bill  mentioned  be  equally  divided  between  the 
plaintiffs  and  defendants,  by  sale  or  otherwise,  first  allotting  to  Rachel  Johnson, 
Sen.  her  dower  therein. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  IE.  B.  XXXI,  page  43] : 

Feb.  11,  1799— Obedience  Johnson  [Senr.]— Division  of  his  slaves.  Divided 
between  Rachel  Johnson  (her  dower),  Polly  Johnson,  Kessey  Johnson,  John  Young 
8c  wife  [Susie],  William  Johnson,  Betsy  Johnson,  Richard  Johnson,  Rachel  Johnson 
and  Abel  B.  Johnson. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  D.  B.  XXV,  page  43]: 

Jan.  13,  1806— recorded  Apr.  15,  180G. 

Rachel  Johnson.  To  slave  Peter  "which  I  give  the  name  of  Peter  Freeman” 
—Emancipation. 

Elizabeth  Johnson,  daughter  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Sr.,  died  1795,  and  his  wife  Rachel. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  D.  B.  XXV,  page  43]: 

Apr.  12,  180G,  recorded  Apr.  15,  1806. 

Elizabeth  Johnson.  To  slaves,  Joshua  8c  Jenny  "which  I  give  the  names  of  Joshua 
Freeman  &  Jenny  Freeman”— Emancipation. 

Will  of  Polly  Johnson,  daughter  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Sr.,  d.  1795,  and  his  wife 
Rachel. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  IE.  B.  XXXIII ,  page  216]:  Abstract: 

Will  of  Polly  Johnson  dated  July  16,  1810,  probated  June  10,  1811. 

To  Brother,  John  Johnson  "all  the  money  due  me  by  his  paying  my  just 
debts”,  my  negro  girl,  Elishe,  for  6  years,  and  then  Elishe  to  go  free. 

To  Abel  Abdill  my  negro  woman  Tamer  “until  she  arrives  to  the  age  of 
twenty  one”,  then  to  be  free. 

To  “my  Cousin  Rachel  Dalby”  clothing. 

To  sister  Rachel  Abdill,  clothing. 

To  Niece,  Eliza  Johnson,  clothing.  To  Niece,  Leah  W.  Johnson  [12  years  old], 
clothing.  Niece  Peggy  Johnson,  clothing.  Balance  of  estate  to  nieces  Leah  W.  John¬ 
son  R:  Peggy  Johnson. 

Brother  John  Johnson,  Executor. 

Witnesses:  Rachel  Dalby;  William  James. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  D.  B.  XXVII,  page  525]: 

May  4,  1812,  recorded  Apr.  12,  1824. 

Edmond  Ayres  k  Cessey  [Kessey]  his  wife,  John  Young  8c  Susannah,  his  wife,  Wil¬ 
liam  Johnson  k  Peggy  [Gibbs]  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Johnson,  Abel  Abdell  8c  Rachel, 
his  wife  &:  Abel  B.  Johnson  to  Richard  Johnson—  Sale  of  "a  certain  Tract  or  parcell 
of  Land  held  by  the  aforesd  parties  in  parcenary  by  descent  from  Rachel  Johnson 
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decd  Sd  Land  situate  lying  and  being  in  the  County  of  Northampton  Containing 
Seventy  nine  acres  more  or  less”  Bounded  North  &  East  by  the  lands  of  John 
Johnson’s  heirs  &  William  James;  South  by  the  land  of  Teackle  White  &  John 
Christian;  West  by  the  lands  of  John  Christian  8c  William  James. 

Note:  John  Johnson  not  mentioned  as  he  had  been  given  all  his  land  and  property  by 
his  father.  Obedience,  in  full,  and  had  been  requested  to  take  care  of  the  younger  children. 

Will  of  Elizabeth  Johnson,  daughter  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Sr.,  died  1795,  and  his 
wife  Rachel. 

[Clerk’s  Oflice,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  IE.  B.  XXXV,  page  504]:  Abstract: 

Will  of  Elizabeth  Johnson  dated  Oct.  16,  1820,  probated  Eeb.  12,  1821. 

‘‘I  give  my  wearing  apparel  to  be  equally  divided  between  my  five  nieces,  Eliza 
Johnson,  Leah  Abdell  [dau.  of  Rachel  (Johnson)  Abdell],  Margaret  8c  Mary  E. 
Johnson  and  Eliza  Young.” 

‘‘My  boy  Littleton  to  my  brother  Richard  Johnson  until  he  is  twenty  six  years 
old  and  then  to  go  free.”  My  land  to  my  brother,  Richard  Johnson,  which  is  now 
in  his  possession. 

Brother,  Richard  Johnson,  Executor  . 

Witnesses:  Susanna  Long;  Ann  Maria  Simmons;  Abel  Abdell. 

[Virginia  Land  Causes ,  Northampton  County,  Va., 

1815-1834,  page  201]: 

“William  P.  Johnson  [son  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Sr.,  and  Rachel  his  wife], 
vs.  —  Suit  for  sale  of  land. 

A.  B.  Johnson’s  heirs. 

That  by  deed  dated  15  July,  1821,  a  certain  Abel  B[rown]  Johnson  mortgaged 
to  your  orator,  William  P.  Johnson,  twelve  acres  of  land,  more  or  less,  lying  in 
Occohannock  Neck,  being  ‘all  that  part  of  the  land  which  fell  to  the  said  Abel  B. 
Johnson  by  the  death  of  his  mother’,  in  order  to  secure  to  your  orator  the  sum  of 


$400 .  that  the  said  Abel  B.  Johnson  departed  this  life  on  or  about  the 

. day  of . .  leaving  the  said  debt  wholly  due  and  unpaid.  Your  orator 


hath  qualified  as  the  administrator  of  the  said  Johnson,  but  no  assets  have  come 
into  his  hands  wherewith  to  pay  and  satisfy  the  said  debt:  he  is  ready,  however, 
to  render  an  account  of  his  administration  whenever  the  Court  shall  require  it. 
The  heirs  of  the  said  Abel  B.  Johnson  are  your  orator,  John  Young  and  Susan,  his 
wife,  Edmund  Ayres  and  Kessy,  his  wife,  in  right  of  their  said  wives,  Richard 

Johnson  and  Rachell  Abdell,  all  of  whom  refuse  the  said  mortgage,  8cc . 

January,  1824.” 

[Clerk’s  Oflice,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Liber  Order  Book  No.  47,  1822-182'] ,  page  152]: 

Sept.  13,  1824  —  “William  P.  Johnson, 

Plaintiff, 

vs.  in  Chancery 

John  Young  8c  Susan,  his  wife,  Edmond  Ayres  8c  Kessy,  his  wife,  Richard  Johnson 
8c  Rachel  Abdel,  heirs  of  Abel  B.  [Brown]  Johnson,  [their  brother],  dec.,  Defend¬ 
ants.”  Continued  Judgment  for  the  plaintiff  Nov.  10,  1824,  page  172. 
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[Virginia  Land  Causes ,  Northampton  County,  Va., 

1815-1834,  page  305,  et  seq.]: 

“William  P.  Johnson, 
vs.  —  Suit  for  division  of  land. 

Margaret,  Harriet,  Mary  and  Kitty  Johnson,  heirs  of  Richard  Johnson,  deceased, 
and  Polly  Johnson,  widow  of  the  said  Richard  Johnson. 

That  a  certain  Abel  B.  Johnson,  late  of  this  Couty,  being  seized  in  fee  of  one 
undivided  one  seventh  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  situate,  lying  and  being  in  the 
County  of  Northampton,  containing  79  acres,  and  mortgaged  the  said  undivided 

one  seventh  of  said  land  to  your  orator  by  deed  dated . day  of . ,  182 . to 

secure  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  in  said  deed  mentioned.  That  said 
land  was  sold  under  a  former  decree  of  this  Court,  at  which  sale  your  orator  became 

the  purchaser . that  the  remainder  of  the  said  tract  of  land  was  held  by 

a  certain  Richard  Johnson  in  fee:  That  the  said  Richard  Johnson  on  the . day 

of  .  18....,  departed  this  life  intestate,  leaving  a  widow,  Polly  Johnson,  and 

the  following  children;  Margaret  Johnson,  Harriott  Johnson,  Mary  Johnson  and 
Kitty  Johnson,  all  of  whom  are  now  alive  and  in  being,  so  that  your  orator  is  en¬ 
titled  as  purchaser  under  the  said  decree  to  one  seventh  of  the  said  tract  containing 
79  acres,  &c . ^November,  1825.” 


In  the  will  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Sr.,  of  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  proved  14  April  1795, 
he  bequeathed  his  whole  plantation  to  his  wife  Rachel  Johnson  for  four  years,  after  which 
his  son  John  Johnson  was  to  take  possession.  In  the  following  Land  Roll  of  Northampton 
Co.,  Va.,  6  years  after  the  death  of  Obedience  Johnson,  Rachel  Johnson,  his  widow,  is  taxed 
for  831/2  acres  ar,d  John  Johnson  for  1662/  acres,  being  the  250  acres  on  which  Obedience 
Johnson  was  taxed  in  the  preceding  rolls  from  1787-1795,  thus  identifying  him  as  the  father 
of  Kessey  (Johnson)  Ayres.  She  is  called  “Cassa”  Johnson  in  her  marriage  bond  which  also 
follows: 


[State  Library,  Richmond,  Va.,  Archives  Department]: 
Land  Roll  —  County  of  Northampton. 

Year  1801. 


“John  P.  Johnson 
(Rachael  Johnson 
)  John  Johnson 
Priscilla  Johnson 
James  Johnson 
Edmond  Johnson 
Jas.  Johnson,  Jun. 
Johannas.  Johnson 


20  acres 
831/  acres 
16624  acres 
66  acres 
1 34  acres 
240  acres 
27  acres 
3514  acres” 


[Crozier’s  Virginia  County  Records,  Vol.  6,  page  99]: 

From  Original  Marriage  Bonds,  Northampton  Co.,  Va. 

“Johnson,  Cassa  [Kessey]  m.  Edmond  Ayres  —  March  8th,  1800.” 


SIXTH  GENERATION. 

John  Johnson,  the  eldest  son  of  Obedience  Johnson  (Senr.)  and  Rachel  Johnson  his 
wife,  inherited  the  home  plantation  on  Occahannock  Creek,  Northampton  County,  Virginia. 
His  wife  was  Margaret  Kellam,  the  daughter  of  Argil  (Argol)  Kellam  of  Accomack 
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County,  Virginia,  proven  by  the  will  of  her  father,  dated  February  15,  1817,  recorded  in 
Will  Book  181J-1818,  fob  205,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  County, 
Virginia. 

He  had  among  other  children  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.,  of  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  her  cousin,  as  Kessey  Johnson, 
sister  of  John  Johnson  married  Edmond  Ayres,  father  of  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.,  grand¬ 
father  of  the  compiler,  as  proven  by  Marriage  Bonds  given  in  this  memoir. 

The  will  of  John  Johnson  follows: 

WILL  OF  JOHN  JOHNSON,  dated  July  20,  1810,  proved  Nov.  12,  1810. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Will  Book  XXXIII,  page  181]: 

“In  the  Name  of  God  amen,  I  make  this  my  last  Will  &:  Testament  — 

Item  —  I  give  John  Y.  Johnson  forty  five  acres  of  Land  the  side  next  to  Richard 
Johnson’s  land  side  the  ridge. 

Item  —  I  give  my  Son  James  K.  [Kellam]  Johnson  the  rest  of  my  Lands  the 
North  side  of  it  with  the  buildings  and  if  either  of  the  brother’s  should  die  before 
twenty  one  the  other  shall  take  it  after  paying  my  debts. 

I  give  Leah  W.  [Wainhouse]  Johnson  and  Margaret  S.  Johnson,  the  remainder 
of  my  state.  If  Margaret  Johnson  lives  my  Widow  I  lend  the  whole  while  James 
K.  Johnson  come  to  age  and  to  settle  my  Estate.  July  the  20th  1810 . 

JOHN  JOHNSON 


At  a  Court  held  for  Northampton  County  the  12th  day  of  November  1810. 


This  Will  was  proved  by  Richard  Johnson  Sc  Thomas  Ames  who  made  oath 
that  they  were  well  acquainted  with  the  hand  writing  of  the  decedent,  and  that 
they  believed  the  said  Will  to  be  wholly  written  by  him,  and  thereupon  the  same 
is  ordered  to  be  recorded:  And  on  the  Motion  of  Margaret  Johnson  the  Executrix 
therein  appointed  8c  she  having  taken  the  oath  &  entered  into  Bond  with  Security 
as  the  Law  directs.  Certificate  is  granted  her  to  obtain  a  Probate  thereof  in  due 
form. 

Teste  Thos  .Lytt.  Savage  CCC” 

Exd 

“A  COPY:  - 


Teste:  Geo.  T.  Tyson,  Clerk. 

By  Virginia  Williams  D’y  Clerk.” 


The  will  of  Margaret  (Kellam)  Johnson,  widow  of  John  Johnson,  is  next  given.  The 
proof  of  her  identity  has  already  been  given.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Argil  (Argol)  Kellam 
of  Accomack  County,  Virginia— see  his  will  in  Kellam  Manuscript.  Margaret’s  Johnson’s  will 
follows: 


WILL  OF  MARGARET  JOHNSON,  dated  21  May  1830,  proved  9  Aug.  1830. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Will  Book  38,  page  2]: 

I,  Margaret  Johnson  of  Northampton  County  and  State  of  Virginia  do  hereby 
make  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following  that  is  to  say. 
First,  I  desire  that  my  personal  Estate,  negroes  exceptd  be  sold,  and  the  one  half 
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of  the  monies  arising  therefrom,  I  give  to  my  son  John  Y.  Johnson  forever,  and 
the  other  one  half,  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  my  Executor  hereafter  named  so  long 
as  Richard  Ayres  may  live.  Should  he  die  before  my  Daughter  Leah  Ayres  I  then 
give  the  before  mentioned  one  half  to  my  Daughter  Leah  Ayres  to  be  paid  by  my 
Executor,  hereafter  named.  Should  my  Daughter  Leah,  die  before  her  husband 
Richard  Ayres  and  without  issue  I  then  give  the  before  mentioned  one  half  to  my 
son  John  Y.  Johnson  forever,  to  be  paid  by  my  Executor,  out  of  the  proceeds,  of 
the  above  named  property.  Should  my  daughter  die  leaving  issue  it  is  my  desire 
that  my  Executor  should  pay  over  to  the  same  they  being  at  lawful  age  the  before 
named  one  half  of  my  personal  Estate  negroes  excepted. 

2d.  I  give  to  my  son  John  Y.  Johnson  one  negro  man  named  Rike,  provided 
he  never  attempts  to  sell  him.  Should  he  attempt  to  sell  him,  my  will  is  for  him  to 
be  emancipated. 

3d.  My  Will  and  desire  is  that  my  negro  woman  Annis  be  emancipated 
immediately  upon  my  decease. 

4th.  I  desire  that  my  Executor  hereafter  named  should  take  possession  of 
and  hire  out  one  negro  boy,  Sam  and  negro  Girl,  Liddey,  until  they  arrive  to  the 
age  of  forty  years,  for  the  benefit  of  my  daughter  Leah  Ayres  or  her  issue.  Should 
my  daughter  Leah  die  without  issue  or  leaving  issue,  and  they  die  my  Will  is 
that  the  above  named  Boy  and  Girl  be  hired  out  for  the  benefit  of  my  son  John  Y. 
Johnson,  for  the  above  named  term  of  years  &:  that  then  they  be  emancipated. 

And  lastly  I  do  hereby  Constitute  and  appoint  James  Kellum  of  Accomack 
County  8c  State  of  Virginia  Executor  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  hereby 
revoking  all  others  or  former  Wills  or  Testaments  by  me  heretofore  made.  Given 
under  my  hand  and  seal  this  the  twenty-first  day  of  May  Eighteen  hundred  and 
Thirty. 

Signed  Sealed  and  acknowledged 

MARGT  JOHNSON  (SEAL) 

in  the  presence  of  us 
John  C.  Mapp 
Mary  Johnson 
Hezekiah  P.  James 


At  a  Court  held  for  Northampton  County  the  9th  day  of  August  1830. 


The  last  Will  8c  Testament  of  Margaret  Johnson  deed  was  proved  by  the  oaths 
of  John  C.  Mapp  8c  Hezekiah  P.  James,  witnesses  thereto  &:  ordered  to  be  recorded. 
And  it  appearing  to  the  Court,  that  James  Kellam,  the  executor  named  in  the  said 
Will,  refuses  to  take  upon  himself  the  burthen  of  the  execution  thereof:  On 
motion  of  John  Y.  Johnson,  who  made  oath  &  together  with  Wm.  P.  Johnson  8c 
Edward  A.  Joynes,  his  Securities,  entered  into  8c  acknowledged  a  bond,  according 
to  law,  in  the  penalty  of  $2,000.  Certificate  is  granted  him  for  obtaining  letters  of 
administration  on  the  estate  of  the  said  Margaret  Johnson,  deed,  with  her  said  will 
annexed  in  due  form. 

Teste:  Jno.J.  Winder  C.  N.  C.” 

Exd 


“A  Copy: 

Teste:  Geo.  T.  Tyson,  Clerk. 

By  Virginia  Williams  D’y  Clerk.” 
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SEVENTH  GENERATION. 

Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson,  the  daughter  of  John  Johnson  and  Margaret 
(Kellam)  Johnson  his  wife,  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.,  of  Accomack 
County,  Virginia.  The  Marriage  Bond  dated  Dec.  20,  1827,  follows: 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Northampton  Comity  Marriage  Bonds]: 

“December  20th,  1827,  Richard  Johnson  Ayres  and  Leah  W.  [Wainhouse]  Johnson 
(original  Marriage  Bond).”  [Bible  Record  Dec.  22,  1827]. 

In  the  will  of  her  Mother  she  is  referred  to  as  “my  daughter  Leah  Ayres”,  and  “her 
husband  Richard  Ayres”. 

See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

DESCENT  FROM  COL.  THOMAS  JOHNSON,  of  NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY, 
VIRGINIA. 

NINE  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Col.  Thomas  Johnson  married  . 

II.  Capt.  Obedience  Johnson  married  Temperance  Dolby. 

III.  Capt.  Obedience  Johnson,  2nd,  married  Dorothy  Washburne. 

IV.  John  Johnson  married . . . . . 

V.  Obedience  Johnson,  Senr.  married  Rachel . 

VI.  John  Johnson  married  Margaret  Kellam.  See  Kellam  Manuscript. 

VII.  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

VIII.  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.,  married  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

IX.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 
script. 
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RICHARD  KELLAM  (KELLUM),  THE  EIRST  KNOWN  SETTLER 
OF  OUR  LINE  OF  KELLAMS  (KELLUMS)  IN  NORTHAMPTON 
AND  ACCOMACK  COUNTIES,  VIRGINIA. 


Richard  Kellum  the  ist,  came  to  Virginia  on  “The  Primrose”  of  which  Captain  Douglass 
was  Commander.  At  the  clearage  of  the  ship  at  Gravesend,  England,  July  27th,  1635,  he  was 
entered  as  a  passenger  and  16  years  old.  He  with  the  other  passengers  “took  the  Oathes  of 
Allegeance  and  Supremacie”.  Ilotten’s  Emigrants  to  America ,  pages  114  and  115. 

He  became  a  very  extensive  land  owner  in  Northampton  and  Accomack  Counties,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  while  a  man  evidently  of  large  wealth  neither  he  nor  his  sons  were  in  Public 
Office,  evidently  preferring  the  quieter  life  on  their  estates. 

The  following  records  contain  the  earliest  mention  of  Richard  Kellum  in  Northampton 
County,  Virginia. 

That  he  was  a  man  of  means  and  bringing  in  settlers  at  his  own  expense  and  receiving 
grants  of  land  is  proven  by  the  following  abstracts. 

[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville; 

Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.  No.  7,  7675-5 1,  folio  176]: 

“Att  a  Court  holden  att  Northampton  the  28  of  July  1649. 

Present:  Collon11  Nath11  Littleton  Esqr.,  Mr  Tho.  Johnson”  [and  the  other  Jus¬ 
tices]  . “Certiff:  [icate]  is  this  daye  granted  unto  Rich:  Kellum  for  three 

hundcl  Acres  of  Land  Northampton  Co.,  at  Occahannock  Cr.,  being  a  neck  of  land 
bounded  on  the  S.  by  the  mayne  Cr.,  etc.,  due  unto  him  as  followeth  (vizc)  Trans. 
6  pers: 

Sarah  Ainsley  Mary  Kinge  Henry  Worsley 

Ann  Corbett  Jn°  Thomson  Isaacke  Emersley”  [Hemersley] 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Vol.  Ill,  p.  179]: 

Aug.  2,  1G49  —  Richard  Kellum  from  Tapatiaven,  “Indian  Kinge”— Sale  of 
Land.  “One  Necke  of  Lland  Lyinge  on  the  North  side  of  Occahannocke  Creecke.” 

Note:  The  following  places  Richard  Kellam’s  land  on  the  north  shore  of  Occahannock 
Creek,  1651. 

[Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

Patent  Book  No.  2,  page  328]: 

“To  all  &c.  Whereas  &c.  Now  Know  yee  that  I  the  said  Sr.  William  Berkeley 
8cc.  give  and  grant  Unto  Richard  Kellum  three  hundred  Acres  of  Land  Situate  in 
Northampton  County  at  Occahannock  Creeke  being  a  Neck  of  Land  bounded  on 
the  Southerne  parts  by  the  Mayne  Creeke  on  the  East  and  Western  parts  by  two 
Small  branches  issueing  out  of  the  said  Mayne  Creeke  of  Occahannock  and  runing 
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Northerly  into  the  woods,  The  Said  Land  being  due  unto  the  Said  Richard  Kellum 
by  and  for  the  Transportation  of  six  persons  into  the  Colony  &c.  To  have  and  to 
hold  &c.  which  Payment  is  to  be  made  Seven  yeares  after  the  first  grant  or  Seating 
thereof  and  not  before  &c.  Dated  the  24th.  of  July  1651. 

Ex. 

Sara  Amsly  [Ainsly]  Mary  King  Henry  Worsley 

Ann  Corbett  John  Tompson  Isaac  Emersley”  [Hemersley] 

“I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this 
Office.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  30th  day  of  March,  1922. 

Jno.  W.  Richardson 
Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 

VIRGINIA 

LAND  OFFICE  SEAL. 

[The  copy  was  presented  for  certification  by  the  compiler]. 

This  300  Acres  with  the  200  bought  from  the  Indian  King  “Tapatiaven”,  descended  to 
Richard  Kellum2  and  was  the  place  that  Richard1  died  in  1703,  aged  84. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Vol.IV,  p.160]: 

Feb.  28,  1652  —  Richard  Kellum  —  Certificate  for  100  acres  of  Land,  viz:  Ralph 
Doe,  Christophr  Yeomans. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville; 

Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.  No.  4, 1651-1654,  folio  204]: 

‘‘Att  a  County  Court  holden  att  Northampton  the  28th  of  Octobr  1653 

The  Depo:  of  Rich:  Kellum  taken  in  open  Court  28th  of  October  1658.  Sayth 
That  Thomas  Clifton  sould  unto  Jn°  Willyams  Towe  hundd  Acres  of  land  be- 
gininge  att  ye  stiddle  fence,  but  not  to  come  downe  to  the  howse,  wch  Jn°  Johnson 
now  livetli  in:  The  sd  Jn°  Willyams  was  to  have  his  grant  out  of  ye  middle  ground 
from  ye  sd  patten t  of  foure  hundd  Acres  of  land  Towards  Jn°  Tilneye  boundinge 
upon  Mr  Berryman’s  Jn°  Williams  was  to  have  his  free  prviledge  upon  ye  land  to 
sell  or  make  use  of  timber  for  his  owne  use  upon  any  parte  of  ye  land  belongeinge 
to  ye  pattent  wch  prviledge  was  granted  to  Jn°  Johnson  &  Rich:  Kellum,  more  sth 
not. 

Rich:  R.  K.  Kellum.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Vol.  VIII,  p.  44]. 

Apr.  4,  1659  — Richard  Kellum— Certificate  for  200  Acres  of  Land,  viz: 
Christopher  Yeaman,  Ralph  Doe,  Sisly  Brooks,  Daniel  Dorman. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Vol.  VIII,  Fol.  113]: 

Nov.  29,  1661  —  Richard  Kellum  —  Certificate  for  400  Acres  of  Land,  Viz: 
Christopher  Yeomans,  Daniell  Dorman,  Ralph  Doe,  Rich:  Welch,  Sisly  Brooks, 
Dorothy  Churchill,  Jno.  Burch,  Rich:  Kellum. 


252 


KELLAM 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Vol.IX,  p.  126]: 

Pattern  to  Evans,  [page  12G]. 

Dec.  13,  1G61  —  Richard  Kellum  from  John  Evans.  Assignment  of  Pattern  for 
400  Acres  of  I. and  “Scituating  or  ncare  at  Machepungo”. 


[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Deeds  &  Wills  1663-1666,  folio  41  dorso] 

“I  Tapeapum  Emperor  of  yc  Eastern  Shore  doe  sell  unto  Richard  Kellum  or 
to  his  Iteires  Exec's  AdnV'strato's  or  to-his  assignes  for  ever  Eight  hundred  Acres 
of  Land  granted  by  a  Pattent  lying  8:  bounding  at  ye  head  of  Matchepungo,  and  also 
doe  hereby  warrant  ye  land  from  any  Indian  Claime  yf  may  or  shall  lay  any  Interest 
to  it  either  now  or  hereafter,  and  to  ye  wcl‘  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  10th 
Day  of  November  1GG3. 

Teste  Tobias  Sellvey  ye  mrke  of  ^  ye  mrke  of 

George  Truett  tapetaapum  '  recettewav 


X 


The  above  written  acknowledged  in  Open  Court  ye  10th  Day  of  November 
1G63  by  Tapetaapum  8c  Recetteway  as  their  Act  8c  Deed  to  Rich.  Kellum. 

Test  rob(  Hutchinson  Cl.  Cur.  Co.  Accom’k.” 


[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Deeds  &  Wills  1663-166./,  folio  37  dorso]: 

Court  of  the  11th  of  November  1G63  . 

“It  is  Ordered  yc  John  Walthom  be  dismist  of  his  Constables  office  and  enter  into 
bonds  for  good  behavior,  and  yl  Richard  Kellum  be  apointed  Constable  in  his 
Steed.” 


[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Patent  Book  3,  page  76]: 

[This  patent  was  originally  recorded  in  this  book  of  recordation  in  the  form 
of  an  abstract  of  the  original  instrument  that  was  issued  to  Richard  Kellum]. 
“riciiard  kellum  To  all  8cc.  Whereas  8cc.  Now  Know  Ye  That  I  the  said  Sir 

900  acres  William  Berkeley  Knight  Governor  8cc.  give  and  grant 

Ex*1  unto  Richard  Kellum  Nine  Hundred  Acres  of  Land 

Scituate  in  Accoinacke  County  at  the  head  of  Matchepungo  Creek.  Beginning  at 
the  Northern  side  of  a  former  Dividend  of  four  hundred  Acres  of  Land  granted  to 
the  said  Richard  Kellum,  and  bounded  on  the  Southern  parts  therewith,  on  the 
Western  &  Northern  parts  by  two  right  Lines  and  on  the  Eastern  parts  by  the  said 
Matchepungo  Creek.  The  said  Land  being  due  unto  the  said  Richard  Kellum  by 
and  for  the  transportation  of  Eighteen  persons  &c.  To  Have  and  To  Hold  8cc.  To  be 
Held  8cc.  Yielding  and  paying  8cc.  Dated  the  tenth  of  May  One  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixty  four. 

Jn°  Thompson  Jn°  Walpole  Jn°  Kellum  [nephew  of 

Sarah  Ainsley  Priscilla  ffitts  Richard] 

Ann  Corbitt  Eliza  Phillips  Edw.  Bird 

Isaac  Wilson  Daniel  Dermon  Robt.  Blinkenson 

Hen:  Moseley  Sisley  Brooks  Doro:  Churchill 

Mary  Kine  Jn°  Proctor  Rich.  Welch 

Xtop.  Yeomans.” 
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[The  first  four  of  the  names  were  here  repeated  from  a  previous  grant,  showing 
that  both  grants  were  combined  finally  for  a  new  patent], 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Deeds  &  Wills  i66yi666,  folio  22]: 

Court  of  the  16th  of  July  if>G6 . 

“Certifficate  is  this  Day  granted  unto  Richard  Kellum  for  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  Lands  due  P  Rights  under  written,  vi/4:  John  Hutchinson,  Nich:  Taylor, 
Jone  Burt,  Robert  Browne,  Robert  Wapule,  Wm:  Ashby,  Richard  Wyer.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Vol.X,  p.  176]: 

Mar.  28,  1673  —  Richard  Kellum.  “Charles  Holden,  Attorney  of  Rich: 
Kellum.  Judgmt  is  this  day  Confessed  by  Daniel  Foxcroft  to  Rich:  Kellum  for 
1250  pounds  of  Tobacco  &  Caske  8c  costs  of  suit.” 

[Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va., 

Patent  Book  6,  page  461]: 

“To  all  kc  Whereas  8cc:  Now  Know  yee  that  I  the  said  Sr:  Wm.  Berkeley  Knt. 
Govr.  kc.  give  8c  grant  unto  Rich.  Kellum  One  Thousand  eight  hundred  8c  50 
Acres  of  land  in  Northampton  County  alias  Accomack  at  Matchapungo  Creeke 
and  bounded  on  the  S:  E.  pt.  therewith  on  the  S:  W:  Prtly.  by  a  Small  Creeke 
issueing  out  of  Matchapungo  Creeke  8:  Prtly  by  marked,  trees  Drawne  from  a 
point  where  the  Small  Creeke  devids.  its  self  N:  W:  415  poles  Sc  then  for  the  N: 
Westerne  Bounds  North  E  by  E  575  poles  and  then  for  the  N:  Easterne  bound 
S:  E  46G  poles  unto  the  said  Matchapungo  Creeke  400  Acres  hereof  was  formrly. 
Grtd.  to  Jno.  Ewens  by  Patt.  Dated  11th  March  1655  k  by  the  Ewen  sold  to  the 
said  Kellum  other  400  Acres  was  Grtd.  to  the  said  Kellum  by  Pattent  dated  26th 
March  1G62  other  900  Acres  was  Grtd.  to  the  said  Kellum  by  Patt.  Dated  10th  May 
1664  8c  150  the  residue  being  the  Surplus  within  the  bounds  of  the  aforesd.  Patts. 
is  Due  unto  the  said  Kellum  by  8c  for  the  transp.  of  3  psons.  8cc.  To  have  8c  to  hold 
kc.  to  be  held  Sec.  Dated  27th  May  1673. 

Phill  White,  Jane  Patten,  Kath:  Mayes 

Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this 
office.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  Office,  this  4th  day  of  April,  1922. 

Jno.  W.  Richardson. 

VIRGINIA  Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 

LAND  OFFICE  SEAL. 

[Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va., 

Patent  Book  No.  6,  page  460]: 

“To  all  &:c:  Whereas  8:c  Now  Know  yee  that  I  the  said  Sr  Wm:  Berkeley,  Knt. 
Govr.  kc  give  8c  Grant  unto  —  Rich.  Kellum  One  Thousand  Acres  of  Land  in 
Northampton  County  alias  Accomack  on  the  Northerne  Side  of  Accahanock  Creeke 
8c  bounded  on  the  Southerne  pts.  therwith  on  the  eastern  pts  ptly.  by  a  branch  and 
ptly.  by  a  line  of  mrked.  trees  Drawne  from  the  head  thereof  N:  N:  E:  160  poles 
unto  the  mrked.  trees  of  the  Land  of  Mr.  Jno.  West  and  for  the  Northerne  bounds 
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Running  along  the  said  West  mrked.  trees  wch.  are  Drawne  first  W:  S:  W  358  poles 
and  then  N:  N:  W:  4  poles  unto  the  Land  of  Rich.  Bayly  then  along  the  said 
Baylys  marked,  trees  which  are  Drawne  S:  W  by  S:  232  poles  and  on  the  Westerne 
pts.  bounded  ptly.  by  a  Branch  8c  Valley  thereof  &  ptly.  by  Mrked.  trees  Drawne 
from  the  said  Valley  N:  N:  W  196  poles  &  then  W:  S:  W:  193  poles  &  then 
N :  N:  W:  i/^  N  60  poles  unto  the  mrked.  trees  of  the  Land  of  Rch.  Bayly  850  Acres 
hereof  was  formrly  Granted  to  the  said  Kellum  by  Patt.  Dated  9th  November.  1666 
and  the  other  hundred  8c  fifty  Due  by  and  for  the  transp.  of  3  psons  into  this 
Colonie  8cc.  To  have  and  to  hold8cc.  To  be  held  8cc. 

Dated  the  27th  May  1673 

ElizTrag,  James  Varnett,  Tho.  Bellarmin 

Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  office. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  4th  day  of  April,  1922. 

Jno.  W.  Richardson 

VIRGINIA  Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 

LAND  OFFICE  SEAL. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Vol.  X ,  p.  230]: 

July  31,  1682  —  Richard  Kellum,  Jr.  —  Judgment  against  Isaac  Jacob  for  1320 
pounds  of  Tobacco  8c  Caske  8c  fifty  Shillings  Sterlinge  8c  costs  of  suit. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Vol.  XV,  p.  254]: 

Dec.  29,  1686  —  Richard  Kellum  Jr.  “The  Scire  facias  returned  to  this  Court 
by  Richd  Kellum,  Junr.,  Agt  the  Estate  of  Isaac  Jacob  deced.  For  want  of  the  said 
Kellum’s  appearance  to  Psecute,  ye  same  is  dismissed.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 

Vol.  XVII,  p.  122]: 

July  28,  1691  —  Richard  Kellam,  Jr.  Vs.  John  Marshall  —  Continued  to  the 
next  Court. 

[ Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  Vol.  5,  pages  40  and  41]: 

May  7,  1655  —  Publication  by  act  of  Assembly  20th  March  1655  requiring  a 
place  of  Marte.  Whereupon  after  debate  and  consideration  of  conveniency  thereof 
it  was  resolved  by  plurality  of  votes  of  the  persons  present  that  Occahannock  Creek 
is  the  place  made  choice  of  according  to  instructions  of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  to  build 
a  church  and  public  mart,  keep  the  Clerk’s  8c  Sheriff’s  Office  and  a  house  for  a  prison 
8cc.  in  the  Act.  Determined  to  buy  land  of  Richard  Kellum. 

Note:  The  Assembly  met  there  in  1655  and  continued  for  a  few  years  but  it  was  too 
great  a  distance  for  the  Upper  8c  Lower  House  and  many  of  the  great  men  had  to  be  absent 
because  of  inclement  roads,  and  fined  accordingly.  The  first  town  built  on  Occahannock 
Creek  was  called  Accomack  where  Capt.  John  Smith  visited  in  1608  and  found  white  men 
living  there  peaceably  with  the  Indians. 
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[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

Accomack  Co.  Records  —  Wills ,  etc.  1673-76,  page  22]: 

Richard1  Kellam  of  the  upper  part  of  Northampton  Co.  “for  natural  love  8c 
affection  to  my  daughter  Rose  Kellam  als  Armitrading,  wife  of  Arch.  Armitrading 
of  County  afs  I  assign  8c  set  over  to  my  son  Richard  Kellam  Jnr.  one  mare  branded 
wth  RK  etc.  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  daughter  Rose. 

June  18,  1673.  his 

Wit:  Sarah  Turner  Richard  R  K  Kellam 

Katherine  K  K  Kellum  Mark 

Jno  Tankard.”  [but  later  signed  his  will] 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

Accomack  Co.  Records  —  Wills,  etc.  1673-76,  page  134]: 

April  20,  1674  —  Sarah  Kellam  appears  in  depositions  with  her  husband  Richard. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

Deeds  &  Wills,  1678-1682 ]: 

January  3,  1682  — The  difference  dependive  between  John  Cole  pltff  and 
Richard  Kellum  Senr.,  etc. 

Same  between  Cole  and  Richard  Kellum,  Junr. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

Accomack  Co.  Records  —  Wills  etc.  1682-1697,  page  67]: 

July  7,  1685  —  The  deposition  of  Richard  Kellam  aged  about  67  years. 

Richard  Kellam. 

About  67  years  evidently  meant  in  his  67th  year  which  proves  his  birth  in  the  year 
1618-19  ^ie  same  as  Richard  Kellum  who  came  on  “The  Primrose”. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Accomack  Co.  Record  — 
W ills  &  Deeds,  1676-1690,  page  446]: 

Jan.  9,  1686  —  Richard  Kellam  Senr.  of  Accomack  to  his  son  Richard  Kellam 
Jr.  of  same,  500  acres  upon  Occahannock  Creek  for  his  use,  and  entailed  to  such 
of  his  male  issue  as  he  Richard  Jr.  shall  deem  fitting  to  receive  it,  failing  such  issue 
then  to  sons  Edward,  William,  Daughter  Katherine  Taylor,  Daughter  Ann  Kellam 
[Wallis],  Daughter  Rachel  Lingo,  successively. 

Richard  Senr.  and  wife  Sarah  to  have  use  for  life. 

Note:  This  500  Acres  on  Occahannock  Creek  left  to  Richard,  Jr.  Our  line 
always  lived  in  this  section  on  the  creek  and  the  father  of  the  compiler  said  Leah 
Wainhouse  (Johnson)  Ayres,  grandmother  of  the  compiler,  was  born  at  the  head 
of  Occahannock  and  Nasswaddox  Creeks. 

Continuing  Richard  Kellam,  Senr.’s  Gifts:  — 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Accomack  Co.  Records,  Vol.  VI,  p.  447]: 

29  Jan.  1686/7  —  Richard  Kellam,  Sr.,  to  his  son,  William  Kellam,  D.  G.  300 
acres  on  Matchepungo  Creek,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Beaver  Dan  Branch  over 
against  that  point  of  land  where  Francis  Roberts  now  lives,  together  with  the  plan¬ 
tation  where  the  said  William  Kellam  now  lives,  and  for  want  of  heirs  to  sons 
Richard  and  Edward  to  be  equally  divided  between  them,  and  for  want  of  heirs 
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to  grandson  Henry  Turner,  reserving  to  himself  and  wife  Sarah  Kellam  the  use  of 
the  said  lands  for  life. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

Accomack  Co.  Records,  Wills  etc.  1692-1715,  page  42]: 

Sept.  1693  —  Between  Richard  Kellam,  Senr.  and  his  wife  Sarah  of  Accomac, 
Planter,  &  Win.  Kellam  his  son.  Sells  ioo  acres  on  Matchapungo  Creek. 

Same  date  —  200  acres  at  the  same  place  to  son  Richard  Kellam,  Jr. 

[Accomack  Co.  Records,  Accomac,  Va.,  Vol.  VI,  p.  446]: 

29  Jan.  1686/7  —  Richard  Kellam,  Sr.  to  his  son  Edward  Kellam  —  D.  G.  300 
acres  on  Matchepungo  Creek,  being  part  of  400  acres  formerly  taken  up  by  John 
Evans,  together  with  the  plantation  where  the  said  Edward  Kellam  now  lives,  to 
begin  at  a  branch  commonly  called  the  Beaver  Dam  Branch,  and  for  want  of  heirs 
to  my  two  sons,  Richard  and  William  Kellam  to  be  equally  divided  between  them, 
and  for  want  of  heirs  to  dau.  Rose  Garrison,  and  for  want  of  heirs  to  dau.  Bridget 
Kellam,  alias  Savage,  reserving  to  himself  and  wife,  Sarah,  the  use  of  the  said 
lands  for  life. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

Accomack  Co.  Records,  Wills  etc.  1692-1715,  page  43] : 

1693  — To  Son  Edward  Kellam  200  acres. 

[Accomack  Co.  Records,  Accomac,  Va.,  Vol.  XI,  p.  169]: 

22  July  1697  —  Richard  Kellam,  Sr.  of  Occahannock  to  son  Edward  Kellam, 
B  8:  S  100  acres  at  Matchepungo  on  the  North  side  of  Bussells  Branch  running  x  x  x 
to  another  branch  called  Beaver  Dam  Branch. 

[Accomack  Co.  Records,  Accomac,  Va.,  Vol.  VI,  p.  447]: 

29  Jan.  1696/7  —  Richard  Kellam,  Sr.  to  dau.  Rachel  Lingo,  wife  of  William 
Lingo,  D.  G.  300  acres  on  Matchepungo  Creek  for  life,  then  to  grandsons  Aynesley 
and  William  Lingo,  sons  of  the  aforesaid  Rachel  and  William  Lingo,  to  be  equally 
divided  between  them,  and  for  want  of  heirs  to  the  next  male  issue  of  the  said 
Rachel  and  William  Lingo,  and  for  want  of  such  male  issue  to  my  son  William 
Kellam,  reserving  to  himself  and  wife  Sarah  Kellam  the  use  of  said  lands  for  life. 
The  Wife  of  Richard1  Kellam. 

We  have  no  definite  proof  that  Richard1  Kellam’s  only  wife  Sarah  was  Sarah  Ainsley 
(Anesley).  This  was  derived  bom  the  fact  that  he  brought  in  Sarah  Ainsley  and  that  he  had 
a  daughter  Sarah  and  a  daughter  Rachel  who  married  William  Lingo  and  named  a  child 
Anesley  Lingo.  She  was  the  only  Anesley  for  the  time  and  date  listed  in  Cavaliers  and  Pioneers 
by  Nell  M.  Nugent,  or  found  elsewhere. 

Following  is  the  will  of  Richard  Kellum,  the  1st  generation. 

WILL  OF  RICHARD  KELLAM  SR.  [b.  1619],  dated  1  June  1703,  proved  6  October  1703. 
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[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Wills ,  etc.  1692-iji 5,  part  2,  page  321]: 

“Accomack  County  SS: 

in  the  name  of  god  amen  this  i  day  of  June  Ann°  Dom:  1703  according  to 
the  Computation  of  the  Church  of  England  I  richard  kellam  of  Occahannock  in 
Virginia  being  very  aged  [ae  84]  and  Weake  in  Body,  but  of  good  and  disposing 
memory  and  Judgment  praised  be  Almighty  God  for  the  same,  doe  make  Ordaine 
and  deliver  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testament  to  be  in  manner  and  forme  following. 

Imprmis  I  give  and  bequeath  my  soule  into  the  hands  of  Almighty  God  who 
gave  it,  and  my  body  to  the  Earth  from  whence  it  Came  to  Receive  such  dcacent 
Christian  buriall  as  by  my  Executrix  hereafter  named  shall  be  thought  fitting  and 
convenient  in  shure  and  certain  hope  of  a  Joyful  1  Resurrection  to  Life  Eternall, 
in  and  through  the  meritorious  death  and  passion  of  my  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  and  as  for  that  Worldly  Estate  wch  God  in  his  goodness  hath  pleased 
to  bestow  upon  me,  my  Will  and  pleasure  is  that  it  be  disposed  of  as  followeth. 

Item  I  give  unto  my  two  sons  Edward  Kellam  and  William  Kellam  to  Each 
of  them  five  shillings,  and  to  my  two  Daughters  (Viz1)  Sarah  Kellam  now  Curie 
[Carle],  and  Ann  Kellam  now  Wallis  to  Each  of  them  five  shillings,  and  to  my 
Daughter  Rachel  Lingo  five  shillings. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Daughter  Rose  Kellam  now  Garretson 
a  parcel  of  Land  lying  and  being  in  the  County  of  Accomack  and  bounded  part 
thereof  upon  a  branch  called  Bussells  Branch,  unto  the  sayd  Branch  and  no  further, 
part  of  it  upon  my  sonn  Edward  Kellam  his  Line,  the  Other  part  upon  Potts  his 
first  line,  being  about  sixtie  Acres  more  or  Less,-  I  give  the  said  Land  to  my  said 
Daughter  Rose  to  her  and  the  heirs  of  her  Body  for  Ever. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  God  Sonn  William  Oanely  sonn  of 
Clement  Oneley  One  two  years  Ould  heifer,  and  One  Ewe  Lamb  when  he  shall 
attain  his  age  of  Nineteen  Years,  both  wch  are  to  Run  on  for  a  stock  for  him  at  my 
plantation  where  1  now  live  upon  Occahannock,  untill  he  shall  attaine  his  age  of 
twenty  One  Years. 

[Page  322]: 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  my  sonn  William  Kellam  to  him  and  his  heirs  for 
Ever  Fifty  Acres  of  Land  ajoyning  unto  his  own  Land  and  bounding  upon  a  beaver 
dame  branch  of  the  One  side,  and  bounding  upon  William  Lingo. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  all  my  wearing  apparrell  to  be  Equally  divided 
betwixt  my  three  sonns  Richard,  Edward  and  William. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  sonn  Richard  Kellam  five  shillings. 

Item  I.  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Loving  Wife  Sarah  Kellam  and  to  her 
Sole  use  during  her  naturall  Life,  my  horse,  Mill  with  all  the  Appurtenances  there¬ 
unto  belonging. 

Item  All  the  Residue  and  Remainder  of  my  personall  Estate  whatsoever  my 
debts  payd  and  Funerall  Expences  discharged,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  dearly 
beloved  Wife  Sarah  for  her  better  support  and  maintainance  during  her  Natural 
Life,  and  what  shall  be  remaining  thereof  at  her  decease  to  be  by  her  disposed 
of  amongst  such  of  my  Children  or  as  to  her  shall  seem  meet  and  fitting,  and  I  heare 
nominate  Constitute  and  appoint  my  said  Wife  Sarah  to  be  my  sole  Executrix 
of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  Revocking  and  hereby  disanulling  all  Wills  or 
Testaments  whatsoever  by  me  formerly  made,  and  delivering  this  to  be  my  last 
Will  and  Testament,  and  in  Witness  hereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal 
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the  Day  and  Year  in  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  first  mentioned  June  ye 
ith  1703. 

Sealed  and  Delivered  &  richard  kellam  ye  seal 

published  to  be  my  Last  Will 
and  Testament  In  presence  of 
Stephen  Waltham 
William  Sill 

The  within  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Richard 
Kellam  Senr  Deceased  Proved  in  open  Court  of  Acco¬ 
mack  County  October  ye  6‘h  1703  by  the  Corporall 
Oaths  of  Stephen  Waltham  and  William  Sill  and 
ordered  to  be  Recorded 

Teste  jn°  washbourne  Cl.  Cur  Com  Accomk.” 

Recorded  October  ye  14th  1703. 

SECOND  GENERATION. 

He  was  the  Richard2  Kellam  to  whom  the  first  of  the  name  gave  500  acres  in  the  year 
1686.  After  his  father’s  death  he  became  Richard  Kellam  Senior  as  he  had  a  son  of  his  own 
name. 

The  wife  of  Richard2  Kellam  was  Frances  West,  named  in  the  will  of  her  father,  Lt.  Col. 
John  West,  dated  Feby.  6,  1702/3,  proved  Aug.  3,  1703,  recorded  in  Will  Book  1692-17 15, 
pages  317-319,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.  I11  this  lie  leaves  Legacy  to 
“my  dauther  Frances  Kellam”  and  “to  her  son  Saram  cattle  now  in  possession  of  Richard 
Kellam.” 

Richard2  Kellam  married  Frances  West,  who  was  daughter  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  West 
and  his  wife  Matilda  Scarborough,  daughter  of  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough,  which  is  the  com¬ 
piler’s  father’s  (Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Junior)  line,  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson 
descended  from  Frances’  sister,  Sarah  West,  through  Col.  Tully  Robinson,  as  well  as  their 
brother,  Anthony  West,  through  the  Hacks.  They  never  knew  their  connections  because  the 
relationship  was  through  many  intervening  generations.  This  relationship  will  be  given  under 
their  lines.  The  compiler  was  pleased  to  learn  this  and  wishes  she  had  known  of  it  before  their 
decease. 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

Accomack  Co.  Records,  Deeds ,  Wills,  etc.,  page  110]: 

1720,  June  6  —  Richard  Kellam  Senr.  [2nd  Generation]  Sells  [Gives]  “to  son 
Richard3  Kellam  Jr.,  [off  the  direct  line]  100  Acres  of  land  on  the  north  side  of 
Occohannock  Creek,  being  part  of  500  acres  given  me  by  my  father,  Richard1 
Kellam,  dec’d,  for  life,  and  at  my  death  to  my  two  sons  Thomas3  and  Richard3 
Kellam.” 

Act.  June  7,  1720. 

Same  page.  Richard  Kellam  Jr.  sells  this  to  Benjamin  Watson. 

[Accomack  County,  Va.  Records,  Vol.  XX,  p.  59]: 

Richard  Kellam  II  to  son,  West  Kellam,  D.  G.  Land  near  the  head  of  Matcha- 
pongo,  Beaver  Dam  Branch,  containing  200  acres,  should  he  die  without  heirs  to 
son  Jonathan.  —  2  Feb.  1730/31. 
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[Accomack  County,  Va.  Records,  Vol.  XX,  p.  59]: 

Richard  Kellam  II  to  son  Jonathan  Kellam,  D.  G.  Land  at  the  head  of  Matche- 
pungo  Creek  where  John  Taylor  now  lives,  containing  200  acres,  in  case  of  death 
without  heirs  to  son  West  Kellam.  —  2  Feb.  1730/31. 

[Accomack  County,  Va.  Records,  Vol.  XX,  p.  82]: 

Frances  (West)  Kellam,  widow,  to  son  West  Kellam,  D.  G.  Land  at  Nandua 
Creek  containing  300  acres,  same  land  granted  to  Frances  Kellam  and  Richard 
Kellam,  her  deceased  husband,  from  John  West,  Sr.  —  5  Oct.  1731. 


WILL  OF  RICHARD2  KELLAM  Jr.,  Dated  8  Feb.  1730,  proved  6  April  1730. 


[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Deeds  &  Wills  1J29-1737,  part  1,  pages  133-134]: 

“in  the  name  of  god  amen  I  richard  kellam  of  Accomack  County  in  Virginia 
being  Sick  and  weak  in  body  but  of  Sound  mind  memory  and  understanding  thanks 
be  to  God  therefor  doe  make  and  ordain  this  my  Last  will  and  Testament  in  man¬ 
ner  Following  To-wit: 

I  bequeath  my  soul  and  body  into  the  hands  of  God  by  the  blessed  Oblation 
of  my  Saviour  the  one  at  the  time  of  my  dissolution  the  other  at  the  time  of  my 
resurrection  and  for  such  worldly  Goods  as  the  Goodness  of  God  hath  bestowed 
on  me  I  give  and  bequeath  in  manner  and  form  following  — 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Daughter  Catherine  two  hundred  acres  of 
Land  lying  and  being  in  Accomack  County  adjoining  to  my  son  William’s  Land  to 
her  and  her  heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever  and  if  my  said  Daughter  should  die  without 
heirs  and  the  Land  being  unsold  then  in  that  Case  I  give  and  bequeath  that  parcell 
of  Land  to  my  son  William  to  him  his  heirs  and  Assigns  forever. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Daughter  Sarah  Sill  one  hundred  acres  of 
Land  lying  and  being  in  Accomack  upon  the  head  of  Sarah’s  Neck  adjoining  to 
John  Sills  Land  to  her  her  heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Jonathan  one  Young  Cow  to  him  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Daughter  Catherine  one  young  Cow  to  her 
heirs  and  Assigns  forever. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Richard  my  white  mare  Bonny  to  him 
and  his  heirs  forever. 

Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  well  beloved  wife  Frances  all  the  remaind 
ing  part  of  my  Estate  not  before  Given  whatsoever  or  wheresoever  during  her 
widdowhood  or  Life  which  shall  first  happen.  And  at  my  wifes  marriage  or  death 
which  shall  first  happen  my  will  and  desire  is  that  then  all  the  Estate  which  I  have 
given  to  well  beloved  wife  Frances  be  Equally  divided  amongst  four  of  my  Children 
Sarah  Sill  William  Jonathan  and  Catherine  to  them  their  heirs  and  assigns 
forever. 

My  will  and  desire  is  that  my  Estate  be  Inventoryed  but  not  appraised  and  I 
do  utterly  renounce  and  make  void  all  former  wills  before  by  me  made  and  of  this 
my  Last  will  and  Testament  I  do  Constitute  and  appoint  my  well  beloved  wife 
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Frances  my  whole  and  Sole  Executrix  as  Witness  my  hand  and  Seal  this  Eighth 
day  of  February  One  Thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Thirty. 

Richard  Kellam  X  Seal 


Signed  Seal’d  published  and  Declared 
by  me  Rich1*  Kellam  to  be  my  Last  will 
and  Testament  in  the  presence  of  us 
Litt:  Scarburgh  Major 
Edwd  Kellam 
Bryant  B  Conoley 
his  mark 


his  mark 

At  a  court  held  for  Accomack  County 
the  6'1'  day  of  Aprill  The  within  last 
will  and  Testament  of  Richard  Kellam 
decd  was  proved  in  open  Court  by  the 
Oaths  of  Littleton  Scarburgh  Major 
Edward  Kellam  &  Bryant  Conely  the 
three  Witnesses  to  the  same  and  ad¬ 
mitted  to  record.  . 


Recorded  Test:  jn°  jackson  Cl:  Cur.” 


[Accomack  County,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Ofiice,  Accomac; 

Deeds  &  Wills  1729-1717,  part  1,  page  192]: 

A  full  copy  of  the  “Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Richard  Kellam  Deceased  taken 
Jany  the  29th  1731”  has  been  recorded  but  not  here  given  because  the  children 
have  been  previously  given  their  endowments. 

“At  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  the  first  day  of  February  1731  This 
Inventory  of  Richard  Kellam  decd  was  returned  to  Court  and  ordered  to  be 
recorded. 

Test:  jn°  jackson  Cl:  Cur.” 


THIRD  GENERATION. 

Jonathan  Kellam  is  proven  to  be  the  son  of  Richard  Kellam  2nd  (and  his  wife  Frances 
West)  by  a  deed  of  gift  dated  February  2,  1730,  herewith  given.  The  name  of  his  wife  was 
Esther  who  joined  him  in  selling  land  March  25,  1746. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

Accomack  Co.  Records,  Deeds ,  1746-1757  No.  2,  page  34]: 

Indenture,  March  25,  1746  —  Between  Jonathan  Kellum  of  Accomac  planter 
and  Jeodiah  [Obediah]  Bell  of  same. 

“Whereas  the  aforesaid  Jonathan  is  and  at  this  present  writingdoth  stand  seized 
in  fee  tail  of  the  two  hundred  acres  of  land  with  the  appurtenances  in  the  County 
and  Parish  of  Accomack  which  was  given  to  him  the  said  Jonathan  by  Richard 
Kellum  (Father  to  the  aforesaid  Jonathan  Kellum)  by  a  Deed  of  Gift  bearing  date 
the  Second  Day  of  February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  as  by  the  said 
deed  recorded  amongst  the  records  of  Accomack  County.’’ 

Sells  to  Bell  150  acres  in  fee  tail. 

“Jonathan  Kellum  (SEALE) 

her 

Easther  W  Kellum’’ 
mark. 
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[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  page  436]: 

May  29,  1753  —  Jonathan  Kellum  8c  Esther  his  wife  of  Accomac  sell  to  Dorman 
Sullivant,  50  acres  near  the  head  of  Cradock  Neck,  part  of  a  tract  Jonathan  bought 
of  Aaron  Acker  8c  Katherine  his  wife,  near  the  land  of  Wm.  Kellam. 

“Jonathan  Kellam  (Seale) 

her 

Esther  A  Kellam” 
mark 


Will  of  John  Kellam  [4th  Generation,  brother  of  Argil],  dated  27  July  1776,  proved  24  Sept. 
1782. 


[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills  etc.  ij8o-iy8j,  page  240]: 

“In  the  name  of  God  amen  ye  twenty  seventh  Day  of  July  one  Thousand  Seven 
hundred  and  Seventy  six  I  John  Kellam  of  Accomack  County  being  in  perfect 
health  and  memory  Thanks  be  to  God  for  it.  I  do  make  8c  ordain  this  my  Last  will 
8c  Testament  in  the  manner  as  followeth  Viz: 

Item  I  give  to  my  honoured  Father  8c  Mother  Jonathan  Kellam  and  Easter 
Kellam  his  Wife  my  negro  Boy  Rier  8c  all  my  hole  Estate  Else  Dureing  their  two 
natural  Lives  and  at  the  Death  of  them  two  above  written  to  be  Equally  divided 
between  West  Kellam  8c  Frederick  Kellam  and  Comfort  Kellam  and  Ann  Beachum 
my  two  brothers  8c  two  Sisters  and  Lastly  I  apoint  my  Brother  Frederick  Kellam 
my  hole  8c  Sole  Executor  of  this  my  Last  will  and  Testament  infixed  [sic]  my  hand 
and  Seal  the  Day  and  year  above  written. 


Witnesses: 

Zorobel  [Zorobabel]  Hornsby 
William  Kellam.” 

Proved  Sept.  24th,  1782. 


JOHN  KELLAM 


(Seal) 


[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  Book  No.  VI,  p.  213]: 

The  following  certificate  of  John  Kellam  is  recorded  27  Apr.  1785. 

“August  5th  1783,  Brooklen,  Long  Island. 

This  is  to  Certifie  all  persons  that  this  is  my  own  handwriting,  and  still  am  yet 
alive  and  doth  disannul  the  Will  I  left  when  I  left  Virginia,  and  all  other  Wills  that 
hath  been  produced  in  my  Absence,  and  doth  impower  my  brother  Frederick 
Kellam  to  take  upon  himself  to  settle  all  accounts  belonging  to  me  as  my  Attorney, 
to  pay  and  receive  all  accounts  with  being  attested  to  and  my  receipts  and  taking 
the  same,  and  his  receipts  shall  stand  good  in  my  behalf. 

JOHN  KELLAM 

Teste:  Francis  Savage,  Edmund  Read,  John  Haggoman,  Custis  Kellam.” 

Note:  Jonathan  Kellam  gave  his  son  Argol  (Argil)  Kellam  150  acres  of  land 
on  Occohannock  Creek  and  Argol  legalized  this  act  by  paying  “twenty  shillings 
current  money  of  Virginia”  to  his  father  for  this  land. 
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Jonathan  Kellam  married  Esther  Hornsby  the  daughter  of  John  Hornsby  and  his  wife 
Esther  Maccomb  (Macom-Maccome). 


James  Gray - — 

Will  prob.  3  Nov.  1719. 
[Accomack  Co.,  Va.  Wills, 
Deeds  8cc.,  1715-1729,  Vol. 
I,  p.  229  ] 


(1st)  John  Maccomp - 

(Maccome),  will  pvd.  7 
July  1685.  [Acco.  Co., 
Va.,  Wills,  Deeds  8cc., 
1676-1690,  p.  405.] 


Esther  Maccome  (Macom) 
Will  pvd.  29  May  1750, 
[Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  Wills,  Deeds 
&c„  1749-1752,  p.  63.] 


Elizabeth  Cray —  -  -  - 

will  pvd.  5  Feb.  1722 
[Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  Wills, 
Deeds,  &c.  1715-1729, 

Vol.  I,  p.  459.] 


(2nd)  Richard  Hinman, 
will  pvd.  1  Aug.,  1721. 


John  Hornsby 

Adm.  his  estate  to  Esther 

Hornsby,  28  Feb.,  1749, 

[Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  Orders 
1744-1753.  P- 393-1 

=Jonathan  Kellam 

His  Bro.  Argol  Kellam  was  appt. 
guardian  of  his  father’s  young  son 
Jonathan  by  Francis,  his  half  brother. 
Wm.  Kellam  security. 


James  John  Argol  Esther  Hornsby 


Argil  (Argyle  or  Argoll)  Kellam, 
Occohannock  Creek  —  buys  150 
Acres  from  his  father  Jonathan,  he 
retaining  100  acres  for  his  own  life. 
Father  calls  him  “Argol”. 


Note:  Janies  Gray’s  will,  prob.  3  Nov.  17 19,  spoke  of  his  “daughter  Ester  [Esther]  Gray, 
alias  Aymes,  grandsons  Janies  Aymes  and  William  Aymes,  and  granddaughter  Ester 
[Esther]  Macome  alias  Hornsby”.  Elizabeth  Gray  married  first  John  Maccomb  (Mac¬ 
come).  Elizabeth  (Gray)  Maccome-Hinman,  will  pvd.  5  Feb.  1722,  daughter  of  James 
Gray,  called  her  daughter,  Esther  Maccome  (Macom),  “Esther  Hornsby”.  Esther  (Macom) 
Hornsby,  will  pvd.  15  May,  1750,  spoke  of  “my  daughter  Esther  Kellam”,  and  her  sons, 
James,  John  and  Argol  Hornsby. 


Jonathan  Kellam  married  a  2nd  wife,  Frances  Belote,  widow,  who  on  May  26,  1778,  was 
granted  Letters  of  Administration  on  his  estate. 

In  the  following  record  Jonathan  Kellam  calls  his  son  “Argol  Kellam  the  younger”,  estab¬ 
lishing  the  identity  of  the  next  generation. 
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The  deed  of  gift  to  him  follows  and  after  that  the  Inventory  and  Appraisement  of 
Jonathan  Kellam’s  estate,  May  26,  1778,  proving  him  deceased  before  that  date. 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

Accomack  Co.  Records,  Deeds  etc.  1 7 7 0-/7 7 7 ,  page  27]: 

"This  Indenture  made  this  twenty  third  day  of  February  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  one  —  Between 

Jonathan  Kellam  of  Accomack  County  etc.  and  Argol  Kellam  the  younger 
of  the  same  place,  Wit: 

Said  Jonathan  Kellam  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings 
current  money  of  Virginia  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Ajgol  before  the  Execu¬ 
tion  here  of  the  Receipt  where  of  is  hereby  acknowledged,  as  als  for  the  further 
consideration  of  natural  love  affection  and  good  will  which  he  hath  and  beareth 
unto  the  said  Argol  his  son’’  —  sells  land  on  Occohannock  Creek  in  Accomac  150 
acres  —  exceptive  the  right  of  Jonathan  to  maintain  the  dwelling  premises  thereon 
where  he  now  lives,  etc  (too  acres)  for  his  own  life  — 

Proved  June  25,  1771 

"Jonathan  Kellam  (Seale)  ’’ 


"Wit: 


Thomas  Jacob 
William  Joyne 
Thomas  Teackle 
Caleb  Teackle.’’ 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

Orders  1777-1780,  page  78]: 

"May  26,  1778  —  On  the  Motion  of  Francis  [sic]  Kellam  taking  Oath  8c  giving 
Edmund  Bayley  &  John  Baggs  for  her  security  who  entered  into  8c  acknowledged 
a  Bond  for  that  purpose  Certificate  is  granted  her  for  obtaining  Letters  of  Adminis¬ 
tration  on  the  Estate  of  Jonathan  Kellam  Dec’d”. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

Orders  1777-1780,  p.  97]: 

"May  27,  1778  —  Argol  Kellam  is  by  the  Court  appointed  Guardian  to  Jona¬ 
than  Kellam  orphan  giving  William  Kellam  for  his  security  who  entered  into  8c 
acknowledged  a  Bond  for  that  Purpose.” 

Note:  This  Jonathan  was  probably  son  of  Jonathan  and  his  2nd  wife,  Frances  Belote, 
widow,  as  Argol  Kellam  was  appointed  Guardian  and  would  have  been  his  half-brother. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

Orders  1777-1780,  page  396]: 

July  27,  1779  — Argol  Kellam,  Senr.  takes  out  letters  of  Adm.  on  the  estate 
of  Lewis  Kellam  dec’d. 


INVENTORY  OF  JONATHAN  KELLAM  -  1779. 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac; 

Wills  etc.  1777-1780,  pages  284-285]:  Abstract: 

"Inventory  8c  Apraism1  of  the  Estate  of  Jonathan  Kellam  Dec’d  P  order  of 
Court. 
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£.  S.  D. 

Some  pewter  dishes 
1  Ovel  Tabel  30/ 

Some  linens. 

1  Frying  pan  hammer  &:  tongs  28/  3  Broad  hoes  8c  Grubbing  D°  30/ 

Some  kitchen  utensils. 

Some  tools. 

1  Gray  Mare  £25  1  Sorrel  Mare  8c  Colt  £15. 

1  Colt  £9,  a  parcel  of  Bacon  £36,  3  Sheep  £4-10-0. 

6  Geese  30/  11  Demgil  Hens  8c  a  percel  of  chickens. 

1  Negroe  Woman  Named  Nell  £100 
1  Negroe  Child  Manuel  £30  1  D°  Girl  Judah  £80 

1  Corner  Cubbard  70/ 

Some  hogs,  cows,  calves,  heifers.  1  Small  Bull. 

Some  beds,  sheets,  boulsters,  pillows  and  rugs. 

1  Large  Chest  25/ 

1  Linen  Wheal  37/6 

12  lb.  Flax  £3-12-0  8  14  D°  Wool  8/ 

Some  old  books. 

Some  bottles,  baskets  and  knives. 

1  Case  of  old  Knives  8c  forks  10/ 

1  punch  boul  5  Coffee  Cups  8c  old  Cup 
1  percel  of  tea  ware  8c  other  Crackle  Ware. 

Some  glasses,  candlesticks,  snuffers  and  1  txioking  glass 
Some  thread  and  yarn. 

Some  flax,  soap  and  tallow. 

Some  Corn  and  Wheat. 

Total . £599-10-11. 

[This  would  have  been  worth  more  than  $13,975.  based  on  value  of  a  pound 
Sterling  in  1632]. 

After  being  sworn  according  to  Law  we  the  subscribers  proceeded  to  Appraise 
the  Above  Estate  as  pr  Order  Court. 

John  Walker  Junr 
John  Mears 
Babel  Sayler 

Retun’d  into  Court  23d  Feby  1779  8c  Ordered  to  be  recorded 

L1TTL  SAVAGE  C.C.C.” 

This  Jonathan  Kellam  was  beloved  by  all  of  his  descendants  down  to  the  compiler’s 
father,  who  spoke  of  him  as  one  of  his  ancestors. 

FOURTH  GENERATfON. 

Argol  Kellam,  son  of  Jonathan  Kellam  and  Esther  his  wife,  had  an  uncle  Argol  for 
whom  he  was  evidently  named.  That  he  was  the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Esther  Kellam  is  evident 
from  the  fact  that  he  was  a  man  at  the  time  his  father  deeded  him  land  on  February  23,  1771, 
and  Esther  was  the  wife  of  Jonathan  in  1746  and  1753,  covering  the  period  of  Argol  Kellam’s 
birth. 
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[Naval  Officers  Book,  p.  1.  Accomack  Co.,  Va.]: 

“Virginia  Jurat  Argol  Kellam  that  the  Brothers  Delight  a  schooner  of 

to  wit  Accomack  whereof  Ezer  Kellam  is  at  present  Master  being  a 

square  Stern’d  vessel  of  the  burthen  of  Thirty  Tons  was  built  in  Accomack  County 
in  the  present  year  of  our  Lord  1780  and  that  he,  the  said  Argol  Kellam,  together 
with  John  Read,  William  Parramore,  John  Lyon,  Augustine  Lecatte,  Elisha  Mears 
and  Richard  Mears  of  Accomack  are  at  present  owners  thereof. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  Port  Accomack  this  13th  day  of  June 
1780. 

(Seal)  William  Gibb  Nav^ffc1” 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  Book  XI,  p.  274]: 

“Argil  Kellam  to  son  Robert  Kellam  —  D.  G.  —  150  acres,  being  the  same  land 
I  bought  of  Upshur  Colony  in  the  Parish  of  St.  George  on  the  head  of  Andua,  being 
the  plantation  the  said  Robert  now  lives  on.  —  3  Jan.  1805.” 

Argol  Kellam,  son  of  fonathan  and  Esther  Kellam  died  in  the  year  1817  at  which  time 
he  had  grown  sons,  and  daughters,  one  of  whom,  Margaret,  was  the  wife  of  John  Johnson  of 
Northampton  County,  Va. 

Argil  Kellam  = . 

She  was  related  to  the  Wainhouses. 

WILL  OF  ARGIL  KELLAM,  dated  15  Feb.  1817,  proved  29  Sept.  1817. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Accomac  Court  House, 

Will  Book  iSij-1818,  folio  205]: 

“In  the  name  of  God  Amen:  I  Argil  Kellam  of  Accomack  County  and  State 
of  Virginia  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and 
form  following  that  is  to  say  — 

istly.  I  give  unto  my  son  Robert  Kellam  the  land  and  improvements  I  bought 
of  Upshur  Colona  already  deeded  to  him  and  all  the  property  I  have  given  him 
before  this  will  and  one  bed  bolster  bedstead  mat  &  cord  also  to  have  the  use  of 
my  negro  woman-Rachel  &  her  children  to  my  son  Robert  as  long  as  he  lives  and 
at  his  death  I  give  the  said  Negroes  and  their  increase  to  said  Robert’s  children  to 
.  be  equally  divided  also  I  give  to  my  son  Robert  six  hundred  Dollars  to  be  paid 
by  my  Exer. 

2ndly.  I  give  unto  my  Daughter  Susanna  Kellam  the  sum  of  Six  Hundred 
and  Seventy  Dollars  including  the  bond  she  owes  me  also  all  the  negroes  and 
property  delivered  her  before  this  Will  of  every  kind  whatever. 

3rdly.  I  give  unto  my  Daughter  Margaret  Johnson  the  sum  of  Six  hundred 
and  Seventy  Dollars  including  the  bond  she  owes  me  also  all  the  negroes  and  prop¬ 
erty  of  every  kind  delivered  her  before  this  Will. 

4thly.  I  give  unto  my  son  Walter  Kellam  the  land  and  improvements  I 
bought  of  Robert  Haggoman  also  all  the  negroes  and  property  of  every  kind  de¬ 
livered  him  before  this  will  also  the  bond  he  owes  me  &  My  negro  man  Walter. 

5thly.  I  give  unto  my  son  James  Kellam  all  the  land  &  appurtenances  whereon 
I  now  live  containing  one  hundred  &  sixty  nine  acres  more  or  less  also  the  seventy 
acres  of  land  I  bought  of  John  Martin  be  the  same  more  or  less  also  I  leave  my  old 
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negro  man  Ezekiel  to  be  supported  on  said  land  by  my  son  James.  Also  I  give  to  my 
son  James  the  following  negroes  (viz.)  Jack  Adel  [Abel]  Nanny  8c  her  children  Sam 
and  Hannah  also  four  hundred  and  Seventy  Dollars  including  the  bond  he  owes 
me  and  all  the  property  I  now  hold  of  every  kind  whatever,  except  my  money  bonds 
which  I  leave  to  be  equally  divided  between  Susa-Kellam,  Margaret  Johnson 
Walter  Kellam  and  James  Kellam  after  paying  my  Just  Debts  8c  legacies  my  will 
further  is  that  my  son  James  shall  have  the  use  of  my  negro  man  Walter  untill  the 
coming  fall. 

Lastly.  I  nominate  and  appoint  my  son  James  Kellam  my  whole  and  sole 
Exr  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament  hereby  revoking  all  other  will  or  wills  here¬ 
tofore  made  by  me  signed  sealed  &:  acknowledged  to  be  my  last  will  8:  testament 
this  the  15th  day  of  February  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Signed  sealed  and  acknowledged,  his 

in  presence  of  Argil  x  Kellam  (Seale) 

Abel  W.  Kellam  mark 

Calvin  Kellam 
Salathiel  West 

At  a  court  held  for  Accomack  County  September  29th  1817: 

This  last  will  and  testament  of  Argil  Kellam  deed  was  proved  by  the  oaths 
of  Abel  W.  Kellam  8c  Calvin  Kellam  witnesses  thereto  and  ordered  to  be  recorded 
And  on  the  motion  of  James  Kellam  the  Exr.  therein  named  taking  oath  and  giving 
bond  according  to  Law  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  with  Frederick 
Kellam  Senr  Hutchinson  Kellam  8c  Anthony  West  sureties  thereto  certificate  is 
granted  him  for  obtaining  a  probate  thereof  in  due  form. 

Teste:  Richd  D  Bayly  C.A.C.” 

Note:  This  must  not  be  confused  with  the  Argol  Kellam  of  Matchapungo,  will  1784, 
a  kinsman,  but  not  of  this  direct  line. 

FIFTH  GENERATION. 

Margaret  Kellam,  daughter  of  Argol  Kellam  “the  younger’’  was  called  “my  daughter 
Margaret  Johnson”  in  the  Will  of  her  father,  1817,  given  in  the  preceding  pages. 

For  continuation  of  descent  see  Johnson  Manuscript: 

DESCENT  FROM  RICHARD  KELLAM,  of  NORTHAMPTON  AND  ACCOMACK 
COUNTIES,  VIRGINIA. 


EIGHT  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Richard1  Kellam  married  Sarah . 

II.  Richard2  Kellam  married  Frances  West.  See  West  Manuscript. 

III.  Jonathan  Kellam  married  Esther  Hornsby. 

IV.  Argol  Kellam  married  . 

V.  Margaret  Kellam  married  John  Johnson.  See  Johnson  Manuscript. 

VI.  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.  —  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

VII.  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.,  married  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

VIII.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 

script. 
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THE  SCARBURGH  FAMILY. 

[Guillim’s  Heraldry ,  published  1724,  p.  306]: 

"He  beareth  Or,  a  Chevron  between  three  Castles  Gules,  by  the  Name  of  Scarburgh. 
This  Coat  was  confirm’d  to  Henry  Scarburgh,  and  to  John  and  Edmond  the  Sons  of  the  said 
Henry  Scarburgh  of  Northwaltham  in  Norfolk,  Gent,  by  Sir  William  Segar  Garter,  the  10th 
of  September  1614,  and  12th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  James  the  First.” 

CONFIRMATION  OF  ARMS. 

“To  all  And  Singuler  Persons  to  whom  theis  presents  shall  come  Willm.  Segar  Garter 
principal!  King  of  Arnres  Sendeth  his  due  comendacons  and  greeting:  Know  Yee  that 
auncyently  from  the  begining  it  hath  byn  a  custome  in  all  Con  treys  and  Comon-Wealthes 
well  gouerned  that  the  bearing  of  certeyne  sheilds  with  Signes  comonly  called  Armes  haue 
byn  and  are  the  only  marches  and  demonstracons  either  of  prowess  and  Valour  acquired  in 
tymes  of  Wane  Or  of  good  life  and  civill  conversacon  used  in  tymes  of  peace  being  diuersly 
distributed  according  to  the  deseartes  of  the  persons  meritting  the  same.  Among  the  well 
nomber  I  fynd  HENRY  SCARBURGH  JOHN  &  EDMOND  to  be  the  Sonnes  of  Henry 
Scarburgh  of  Northwalsham  in  the  Countie  of  Norffolk  gentleman  whoe  beare  for  their 
Coat-Armor,  Ore  a  Cheueron  between  three  Castells  gules:  And  wanting  further  for  an 
Ornament  Unto  their  sayd  Coate  of  Armes  a  convenient  Creast,  or  Cognisance  fitt  to  be 
borne  I  haue  at  the  request  of  the  sayd  Henry  Scarburgh  and  of  his  Bretheren,  appoynted 
them  such  a  one,  as  they  may  lawfully  beare  withoute  wrong  doing,  or  preiudise  to  any  person 
or  p’sons  whatsoeuer  Vidlt.  On  a  healme,  forth  of  a  Crowne  Murall,  a  demy  Lion  gold,  hould- 
ing  on  the  point  of  a  Lance  gules  a  Sarazins  head  proper,  wreathed  about  Azure,  Mantled  &: 
doubled  as  in  the  Margent  is  depicted:  All  which  Armes  and  Creast  I  the  sayd  Garter  doe 
by  theis  p’sents  ratify,  confirme,  and  grant  to  the  sayd  Henry  Scarburgh  and  to  John  and 
Edmond  his  Bretheren  and  to  their  yssues  with  their  due  differences  for  Euer:  And  that 
it  shall  be  lawfull  for  hym  and  them  to  Use,  beare  and  shewe  forthe  the  same  in  Signet  shield, 
Ensign  Coate  Armor  or  otherwise,  at  his  and  their  free  libertie  and  pleasure  without  lett  or 
molestacon:  In  Witnes  whereof  I  the  said  Garter  haue  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  Seale  of 
Office  the  tenth  daye  of  September  in  the  12th  yeare  of  the  Raigne  of  Or  Soueraign  Lord 
James  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  Great  Brittain,  France  and  Irelande  Defendor  of  the 
faith  8cc  Ano.  Dni.  1614. 

(Signed)  “Willm.  Segar  Garter  principal!  King  of  Armes.” 

“This  is  a  true  Copie  of  the  Originall  now  remayning  in  the  Custodie  of  Samuell  Scar¬ 
burgh  of  North-Walsham  in  the  Countie  of  Norffolke  Gentlemen:  Exa’ied  therewith  the 
27th  of  May  1640.  By  us 

(Signed)  Win.  Le-Neue  Clarencieux 
John  Watson 
Geo:  Browne.” 

“Extracted  from  the  Records  of  the  College  of  Arms  15  February  1934 

A.  T.  Butler 
Windsor  Herald.” 
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[The  Genealogist ,  New  Series,  1909,  Vol.  XXV,  edited  by  H.  W.  Forsyth  Harwood,  p.  249]: 

“Scarburgh,  Henry,  John  and  Edmund,  sons  of  Henry  Scarburgh,  of  North  Walsham, 
co.  Norfolk,  gentlemen.  Conf.  of  arms  and  gr.  of  crest  10  Sept.  1614.  Or,  a  chev.  betw.  three 
towers  Gu.  Crest-From  a  mural  coronet  Gu.  a  demi-lion  Or,  supporting  a  spear  erect,  on 
the  point  a  Saracen’s  head  all  ppr.,  the  latter  wreathed  Arg.  and  Az.  Add.  MS.  12,225.” 

“The  Armorial  Bearings 
granted  to  Edmund  Scarburgh  son  of  Henry 
Scarburgh  of  North  Walsham  in  the  County 
of  Norfolk  by  Letters  Patent  dated  27  May 

1640. 

“College  of  Arms,  London.  “A.  T.  Butler 

22  September  1936.  Windsor  Herald." 

These  emblazoned  Arms  were  presented  to  the  compiler,  Mrs.  Henrietta  Dawson 
(Ayres)  Sheppard,  as  a  proven  descendant,  by  the  College  of  Arms,  London. 

[History  of  Scarborough  by  Arthur  Rowntree,  pp.  2,  3,  51]: 

“Scarborough  was  founded  by  the  Norseman,  Thorgils  Skarthi.  The  Nor¬ 
wegians  as  a  whole  came  over  the  Pennines,  but  it  is  probable  that  some  of  their 
settlements  resulted  from  isolated  incursions  such  as  took  place  at  Scarborough. 

“Until  the  last  few  years  everybody  who  has  written  the  name  of  Scarborough 
has  thought  of  the  stronghold  on  the  steep  cliff,  the  burgh  on  the  scar,  like  Cher¬ 
bourg.  In  1925,  Professor  E.  V.  Gordon’s  article  on  Scarborough  and  Flamborough 
appeared  in  Acta  Philologica  Scandinavica  (i,  32  off) ,  a  periodical  founded  in 
Copenhagen,  in  which  he  develops  the  theory  that  Scarborough  is  Skarthi’s  strong¬ 
hold  (burgh).  Following  is  the  summary  of  Professor  Gordon’s  account  of  the 
foundation  of  the  borough: 

“Kormakssaga  tells  us  that  ‘the  brothers  Thorgils  and  Kormak  went  harrying 
in  Ireland,  Wales,  England,  and  Scotland,  and  were  accounted  the  most  excellent 
of  men.  They  were  the  first  men  to  set  up  the  stronghold  which  is  called  Scar¬ 
borough’  ( Korrnaks  Saga,  Reykjavik,  p.  64).  It  seems  probable  that  the  place  takes 
its  name  from  Thorgils,  for  we  know  from  two  poems  which  his  brother  Kormak 
addresses  to  him  under  his  by-name  (op.  cit.  44,  45)  that  he  was  nick  named 
Skardi  ‘the  hare  lip.’  This  account  of  the  foundation  of  Scarborough  must  have 
been  widely  known,  for  Robert  Mannying  of  Brunne  (The  Story  of  Inglande  ed. 
Furnivall,  Rolls  Series,  ii.  11,  14816  ff.)  gives  the  summary  of  a  story  told  by 
Mayster  Edmund  (not  extant): 

“When  Engle  had  be  londe  al  borow, 

He  gaf  to  Scardying  Scardeburghe— 

Toward  be  northe,  by  be  see  side. 

An  havene  hit  is,  schipes  in  to  ryde. 

“The  date  of  Thorgils’  harrying  of  England  can  be  approximately  determined. 
According  to  the  saga,  the  brothers  had  joined  the  service  of  King  Harald  Grafeld 
of  Norway  (king  960-5)  and  had  accompanied  his  expedition  to  Bjarmaland 
(Permia  in  North  Russia)  which  took  place  in  966,  and  as  the  expedition  to 
England  took  place  immediately  after  this  and  as  Kormak  died  in  967,  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  Scarborough  as  a  centre  of  Scandinavian  influence  dates  from  966-7.” 
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[page  51]  “the  original  settlement  of  Scarborough  to  Thorgils  ‘Skarthi’,  whose 
nickname,  according  to  recent  authorities,  has  survived  in  the  name  of  the  town”, 
etc. 

We  haven’t  the  facility  to  trace  the  family  between  966-7  and  the  middle  1400’s,  but 
all  genealogists  claim  they  are  of  the  same  family,  which  finally  settled  in  North  Walsham, 
Norfolk  County,  England.  The  family  is  given  in  Norfolk  Families  by  the  renowned  Walter 
Rye,  pp.  777-778- 


GENERATION  I. 

John  Scarburgh  (Skarburgh)  of  North  Walsham,  Co.  Norfolk,  England.  Will  dated 
22  April,  1472,  proved  May  1 1,  1473.  He  was  buried  in  the  Churchyard  of  the  Parish  Church 
of  North  Walsham.  His  wife  (no  name  given)  was  living  at  time  of  her  husband’s  will,  1472. 

WILL  OF  JOHN  SKARBURGH  OF  NORTH  WALSHAM,  dated  22  Apr., 
1472,  proved  11  May,  1473. 

[Consistory  Court  of  Norwich,  Register  /./,  fob  8]: 

[Latin] 

“John  Skarburgh  of  North  Walsham,  of  sound  mind  fee  make  my  testament  fee. 
“I  commend  my  soul  to  God  the  Father  Almighty,  the  blessed  Mary  the  Virgin 
and  all  the  Saints. 

“My  body  to  be  buried  in  the  Churchyard  of  the  parish  Church  of  N. 
Walsham. 

“To  the  high  altar  of  same  Church  2od. 

“To  the  light  of  the  blessed  Mary  and  the  high  perk  ‘summo  patibuli’  [perhaps 
Rood  or  Crucifix]  3s  —  4d. 

“To  the  gild  of  St.  Herasimus  of  Bradfeld,  my  best  gown  [toga]. 

“To  my  son  George  i3s/4d. 

“To  my  daur  Agnes  Well  6s  —  8d. 

“To  my  daur  Elene  Wellys  6s  —  8d. 

“The  Residue  of  all  goods  unbequeathed  to  the  disposition  of  my  wife  and 
William  Kysson  whom  I  appoint  my  executors,  to  dispose  for  my  soul  fee. 

Dated  22nd  April  1472,  proved  11th  May  1473.” 

[He  also  had  a  son  Henry  of  North  Walsham  who  evidently  received  his  property  before 
his  father’s  death  and  therefore  is  not  mentioned  in  the  above  will].  Rye’s  Norfolk  Families, 
p.  777  and  Mr.  Charles  A.  Hoppin  both  gave  Henry  Scarburgh  of  North  Walsham  as  son  of 
this  John,  who  died  in  1473. 

GENERATION  II. 

Henry  Scarburgh  of  North  Walsham,  Co.  Norfolk,  England,  married  Margaret . 

. .  who  died  1538. 


GENERATION  III. 

John  Scarburgh  of  North  Walsham,  Co.  Norfolk,  England,  will  proved  1540,  married 
Maud . 

The  will  of  this  John  Scarburgh  is  mentioned  in  Rye’s  Norfolk  Families,  p.  777,  as 
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being  proved  in  1540,  but  none  of  the  genealogists  were  able  to  produce  it,  so  it  must  have 
been  lost. 


GENERATION  IV. 

Henry  Scarburgh  (Skarburghe),  called  “d  he  Elder  in  his  will,  of  North  Walsham,  Co. 
Norfolk,  England,  born  1521,  will  dated  5  Sept.  1605,  proved  at  Norwich,  n  Jan.  1605-6, 

married  Elizabeth  . .  who  was  still  living  1614/15  and  was  mentioned  in  her 

son  Henry’s  will,  written  at  that  date. 


WILL  OF  HEN  RYE  SKARBURGHE,  THE  ELDER,  dated  1605,  proved 
1605 /6. 


[England  —  Consistory  Court  of  Norwich,  Original  Wills  i6oy.  No  134]: 

“Henrye  Skarburghe  thelder  of  North  Wallsham,  Co:  Norfk:  of  good  Ik 
perfect  remembrance,  8cc  ike. 

“My  soul  to  God  my  Creator,  assuring  myself  of  forgiveness  of  Sinnes  Ike. 

“To  be  buried  in  the  parish  Church  of  North  Walsham. 

“To  the  Vicar  there  6s  8d. 

“To  every  of  the  Children  of  Henry  S.  my  son,  viz:  Henry,  Samuel,  John  Ik 
Mary  5s.  at  21. 

“To  the  Children  of  my  daur  Mary,  now  wife  of  Theophilus  Harvye  viz:  to 
John  &  Mary  Gurny  5s.  each  at  21. 

“To  the  Children  of  my  daur  Elizabeth  Harvy  viz:  to  Henry,  Susan  8c  Eliza¬ 
beth  Mayetson,  each  £5  when  21. 

“To  the  Children  of  my  dau1  Suzan  Pycroft  viz:  to  Elizabeth  8c  Thos  Pycroft 
5s.  each  at  21. 

“To  Mary  S.  daur  of  my  son  William  Skarburgh  £10,  at  21. 

“To  my  daur  Suzan  Pycroft  £10  at  Christide  2  years  next  after  my  decease. 

“To  my  son  William  £20  (£10  within  half  a  year  8c  £10  a  year  after  my 
decease). 

“To  my  daur  Anne  £10,  to  be  pd  within  10  months  of  her  marriage. 

“My  son  Edmond  to  be  maintained  8c  kept  at  one  of  the  Inns  of  Court  till  he 
hath  taken  the  degree  of  a  Barester. 

“To  Elizabeth  my  wife  £10  a  year  for  her  life  8c  to  have  a  convenient  dwelling 
upon  or  near  part  of  the  ground  where  my  now  dwelling  is,  during  her  life  and 
half  a  hundred  of  wood  8c  summering  8c  wintering  of  a  cowe,  so  long  as  she  8c  my 
son  John  shall  not  live  together  in  one  house. 

“To  my  son  John,  copyholds  in  North  Walsham,  with  yards,  gardens  8cc  and 
other  late  decayed  buildings  there  8:  also  to  him  all  household  goods  8c  chattels 
to  pay  debts  8c  legacies  8c  I  appoint  him  sole  Exor. 


“Nichs  Pull 
Edmd  Lubbock 
John  Toppes 
Edmd  x  Rye 


>-  Witnesses: 


“EDMUND  SKARBURGH  THE  WRITER 


“Dated  5  Sept.  1605.  Proved  11  Jany.  1605/6  by  the  executor.” 
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WILL  OF  ROBERTE  SKARBURGHE,  of  North  Walsham,  Salter,  dated  20th 
July  1564,  proved  11th  August  1564. 

[Brother  of  Henry  Scarburgh  who  died  1605/6.] 


[England  —  Consistory  Court  of  Norwich,  Register  Martyn ]: 
Abstract: 

“To  Elizh  Barker,  mywifes  sister.” 

“To  Cicelye  Suffelde,  my  Aunte.” 

“To  Henry  Beeson  my  nephew.” 

“To  Mary  Beeson,  my  nece  his  sister.” 

“To  Nicholas  Beeson  ther  brother.” 

“To  Henry  Skarburgh  my  brother.” 

“To  wife  Ursula.” 


“Willm  Howsigoo 
John  Harper 
Willm  Rolfe 
Thos.  Toopes  junr 
Roberte  Toopes 
Richard  Elwine 
Willm  Barnarde 
John  Watson  vicar 


Witnesses.” 


“Robert  Skarborough.” 


WILL  OF  HENRY  SKARBURGHE,  JR.,  of  North  Walsham. 

[Brother  of  Capt.  Edmond  Scarburgh,  who  came  to  America  and  died  1634-1635.] 


[England  —  Norwich  Consistory  Court,  Register  i6iy,  fol.  115]: 

Will  of  Henry  Skarburghe,  Jr.,  dated  1st  Feb.  1614-15,  proved  9  Sept.  1617 
by  son  Samuel. 

“In  the  name  of  the  greate  and  mighti  God  of  Heaven  and  earth  my  Father 
and  Maker  —  Amen. 

“Henry  Skarburghe  of  North  Walsham,  co:  Norf:  Gentn,  altho’  sick  and  weake 
of  boddie,  yet  of  good  and  most  perfect  memorie,  knowing  that  all  fleshe  is  grasse 
and  the  glorie  therof  like  the  flower  of  the  field  and  that  the  time  of  my  wearie 
pilgrimage  can  be  but  shorte  here  on  earthe . doe  make  and  declare  etc,  etc. 

“To  be  buried  in  North  Walsham  Church,  near  unto  my  father. 

“To  Mary  S.  my  truwe,  faythfull,  loveinge  and  constant  and  well-beloved  wife, 
all  her  own  wollen  and  linen,  jewells  and  apparell  belonging  to  her  person  and 
half  of  all  my  other  linen  (the  other  half  to  my  exur.),  two  milch  neate,  half  the 
brass  and  pewter,  and  the  silver  beaker  and  six  of  the  best  silver  spoons  ‘next  the 
spone  called  the  Apostles’.  Also  bed,  bedstead  and  furniture  thereto  in  the  parlour 
chamber  and  the  livery  cupboard  there  and  the  livery  bed  full  furnished  in  the 
hall  chamber. 

“My  son  Samuel  to  repair  the  houses  wherein  Eusebius  Harvye,  gent.,  my 
brother-in-lawe  now  dwelleth  and  to  suffer  my  wife  to  enter  and  enjoy  same  for  her 
life,  while  unmarried,  keeping  same  in  repair  in  lieu  of  dower,  and  I  also  give  her 
£30  in  lieu  of  dower  for  her  life  —  my  son  Samuel  to  deliver  to  her  there  100  of  2 
bond  fagott  wood,  2000  flaggs  and  too  furrs  . 
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“To  my  said  wife,  a  little  table  in  the  parlour  and  the  carpit  to  same,  six 
three  square  buffctt  stooles  and  three  other  best  buffett  stools,  a  great  framed  chair, 
and  one  little  framed  char,  3  lowe  woman’s  stools,  2  covered  buffett  stools,  a  great 
fiamed  table  in  the  hall  with  new  grene  coveringe  and  9  cushings  —  3  parlour 
window  cushings,  3  chests,  2  boxes  and  her  owne  Iron  chest  and  such  other  boxes 
and  chests  as  she  may  choose  to  value  of  4 os.  more  and  the  covered  wicker  chair. 

“To  John  S.  my  son,  messuages  and  lands  in  Ludham,  and  he  to  suffer  ‘ould 
Thos  Haddon’  to  dwell  in  the  house  where  he  now  dwelleth,  for  his  life  and  my 
son  John  is  to  pay  him  £6  a  year  for  his  life. 

“To  my  said  son  John,  my  messuage  and  brewhouses  in  occupancy  of  Martyn 
Tompson  and  the  little  house  in  the  possession  of  Edmd  Hake  and  the  garden  in 
the  occupancy  of  my  brother  Harvey  known  as  ‘Wallers’,  and  a  close  of  £rris-od, 
and  son  Samuel  to  pay  son  John  £100  at  24,  and  I  give  him  the  bed  and  bedding 
he  hath  at  Cambridge  and  40s.  to  buy  him  a  coveringe  to  furnish  the  same. 

“To  Mary  Skarburghe  my  daughter  £400  and  the  bedstead  and  its  furniture 
in  the  kitchen  chamber  and  all  her  own  linen  and  woollen  and  her  silver  sugar  box. 

“To  my  well  beloved  brother  John  S.  of  London,  Gent11  a  gold  ring  of  40s. 
with  my  arms  to  be  ingraven  on  it  —  and  to  my  loving  brother  Edmond  S.  of 
London,  gentn  a  40s.  gold  ring  with  my  arms  and  to  their  wives  20s.  gold  rings 
each,  in  remembrance  of  me. 

“To  Mary  Harvye,  my  sister,  wife  of  Theophilus  Harvye,  and  Susan  Picroft 
my  sister,  wife  of  Thomas  Picroft  and  Agnes  Thurkell  my  sister,  wife  of  Richard 
Thurkell  each  a  20s.  ring  of  gold. 

“To  my  loving  mother  Elizabeth  Skarburghe  a  gowne  cloath  at  15s.  a  yard, 
to  be  worn  in  remembrance  of  me  and  my  son  Samuel  is  to  pay  her  40s.  a  year. 

“To  William  Dockinge,  my  servant  and  the  rest  of  my  servants  now  with  me, 
20s.  each. 

“The  Residue  of  my  goods,  houses  etc.  to  my  son  Samuel,  sole  executor. 

“My  two  loving  and  faithful  friends  and  in  times  past  my  ancient  servants, 
George  Purton,  and  Thomas  Leman  gent11  to  help  my  son  Samuel  and  examine 
and  make  out  a  list  of  debts  due  to  me  from  my  books  at  home  and  at  London  and 
to  deliver  to  son  Samuel  a  list  of  such  debts  due  to  me  from  ye  clients  for  sutes  at 
lawe  and  I  give  them  £5  for  their  trouble. 

“My  loving  friend  John  Jermy  Esqr  to  be  supravisor  of  this  will  (£10)  and 
to  my  brother  John  to  aid  my  son  Samuel. 

“To  Rose  Hoinberson,  now  dwelling  with  me,  £5,  at  21. 

“To  Joan  Homberson,  her  sister  20s. 

“To  my  cossin  William  Oswell  20s.  ring  in  remembrance  of  me  and  if  my 
aunt  his  wife  survive  him,  she  to  have  it. 

“To  Sami.  Otes,  clerke  10s. 

“To  Mr.  Robert  Chawnes,  clerke  10s. 

“To  Mr.  John  Mauryce,  Vicar  of  N.  Walsham  £5  for  tithes  I  may  owe  him. 

“To  North  Walsham  poor  40s. 

"To  the  town  of  N.  Walsham  £10  for  a  stock  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  on 
condition  that  they  with  the  advice  of  M1  Jermy  do  such  acts  that  my  son  Samuel 
may  enclose  a  place  called  Mucklye  which  Thomas  Symonds  of  North  Walsham 
lately  sold  to  me. 

“To  Henry  Mayetsonne  my  nephew  and  godson  20s. 

“To  each  other  god  child  3s.  4d. 


. 
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“If  I  die  before  I  surrender  the  Ludham  lands  to  my  son  John,  then  my  son 
Samuel  is  to  take  them  up  and  surrender  to  my  son  John,  which  if  Samuel  refuse 
or  neglect  to  do,  then  I  devise  to  my  son  John  the  messuage  etc.  called  the  Beare 
with  barns,  stables,  etc.  [Not  stated  where  this  was.] 

(Signed)  “henry  skarburghe” 

“Dated  ist.  Feb.  i6i4(-ir,). 

Proved  9  Sept.  1617  by  son  Samuel.” 

Note:  Henry  Scarburgh,  Jr.,  will  proved  1617,  and  who  married  Mary  Humberstone,  was 
brother  of  Capt.  Edmond  Scarburgh,  who  came  to  Virginia,  and  not  his  father  as  given  by 
Mr.  Jennings  Cropper  Wise  in  a  chart  in  his  book,  Col.  John  Wise  —  His  Ancestors  and 
Descendants. 

SCARBOROUGHS  IN  AMERICA. 

The  name  seemed  to  have  been  variously  spelled  in  England  and  America  as  Skarburghe, 
Scarburgh,  Scarborough. 

Some  of  the  following  information  is  taken  from  Harrison ,  Waples  and  Allied  Families 
by  William  Welsh  Harrison,  LL.I3.,  pp.  1 17-121.  The  compiler  has  found  this  genealogy  to 
be  very  reliable  and  his  material  corresponded  with  the  data  she  had  already  procured,  which 
gave  her  confidence  to  use  other  articles  from  his  book.  The  inscription  in  the  compiler’s 
copy  reads:  “To  Mrs.  II.  I).  Sheppard  with  the  compliments  of  W.  W.  Harrison,  LL.l)., 
September  8th,  1924.”  Although  the  compiler  had  in  manuscript  form  most  of  the  contents 
of  this  book,  there  were  additional  articles  she  wished  to  use,  and  was  given  permission  by 
the  author  to  do  so. 

GENERATION  V. 

“capt.  edmond  scarburgh  (Skarburghe-Scarborough),  of  St.  Martin -in -the -Fields, 
London,  Gentleman,  was  born  about  1588.  [. Alumni  Oxoniensis,  Volume  IV,  p.  1482].” 

He  was  mentioned  in  his  father’s  will,  dated  1605,  according  to  which  he  was  “to  be 
maintained  and  kept  at  one  of  the  Inns  of  Court  till  he  hath  taken  the  degree  of  a  Barester”. 
He,  first  of  his  name  in  Virginia,  was  the  son  of  Henry  Scarburg  of  North  Walsham,  Norfolk, 
England,  according  to  his  will  and  arms  herewith  given  as  furnished  to  the  compiler  by  Mr. 
Bower  Marsh,  Genealogist  of  London,  and  Mr.  A.  T.  Butler,  Windsor  Herald,  College  of 
Arms,  London. 

The  first  mention  of  him  in  the  English  records,  accessible  here,  is  in  connection  with 
the  Confirmation  of  the  Family  Arms  and  the  grant  of  a  crest,  to  Henry,  John,  and  Edmund 
Scarburg  of  North  Walsham,  County  Norfolk,  England,  on  September  to,  1614,  printed  in 
The  Genealogist,  Volume  XXV,  page  249,  published  in  London,  from  Additional  Manu¬ 
scripts,  No.  12,225,  British  Museum,  as  previously  noted. 

The  Arms  then  confirmed  are  described  as  “or,  a  chevron  between  three  towers  gules; 
Crest-From  a  Mural  Coronet  gules,  a  demi  lion  or,  supporting  a  spear  erect  on  the  point 
a  Saracen’s  head  all  proper.  The  latter  wreathed  argent  and  azure.” 

“Edmund  Scarburg,  Gentleman  of  ‘St.  Martin’s-in-the-Fields’  ”  is  given  as  the  “father 
of  Sir  Charles  Scarburgh”,  in  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biography,  Volume  50,  page  597. 
(English). 

Sir  Charles  Scarborough  is  proven  the  brother  of  Col.  Edmund  Scat  borough,  son  of 
Captain  Edmund  Scarborough  of  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  by  a  letter  from  Governor 
Sir  William  Berkeley  of  Virginia,  to  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  London,  dated 
March  22,  1671,  in  which  he  mentions  Sir  Charles  Scarborough  as  the  brother  of  (Col. 
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Edmund)  Scarborough,  concerning  whose  affairs  Berkeley  wrote  Lord  Arlington  again  on 
May  23,  1671,  calling  him  Col.  Scarburgh,  whom  he  states  is  dead  since  his  last  letter,  and 
begs  that  the  place  as  Surveyor-General  formerly  held  by  Scarborough  might  be  confirmed  to 
his  (the  Governor’s)  wife’s  brother  Culpepper.  Calendar  of  English  State  Papers,  Colonial 
Series,  1661-1668,  Volume  V.,  pages  348  and  352. 

These  data  positively  establish  that  (Captain)  Edmund  Scarburgh  of  St.  Martin-in-the- 
Fields,  London,  formerly  of  North  Walsham,  Norfolk  County,  England,  was  the  Captain 
Edmund  Scarburgh  who  came  to  Virginia  before  1629,  in  which  year  he  was  the  first  Burgess 
from  the  Plantation  of  Accawmacke,  which  then  comprised  the  entire  Eastern  Shore  penin¬ 
sula  of  the  “Old  Dominion.”  He  continued  to  represent  it  until  his  death  in  the  year  1634. 

He  was  Commander  or  Chief  Justice  of  the  Plantation  of  Accawmacke  at  the  earliest 
Court  of  which  there  is  a  record,  the  year  being  1632,  as  proven  by  page  I,  Volume  I,  Clerk’s 
Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  County,  Virginia.  It  is  probable  that  he  was  appointed  earlier. 
His  name  appears  first  in  the  list  of  Justices  or  Commissioners  appointed  for  the  Accawmacke 
Court  when  the  Corporation  of  Accawmacke  was  created  one  of  the  eight  original  Shires, 
and  sat  at  the  first  Session  of  the  Court  January  2nd,  1632.  See  above  reference,  also  Crozier’s 
Virginia  Comity  Records,  Vol.  6,  page  230. 

The  Scarboroughs  were  merchantmen  and  owned  their  own  ships,  a  fleet  which  plied 
between  England,  New  Netherlands,  New  England,  New  Amsterdam,  West  Indies  and 
America.  Their  people  came  in  by  ship,  and  so  it  is  natural  to  believe  they  were  brought 
in  on  their  own  ships.  An  accounting  of  acreage  allowed  for  passengers  brought  in  by  the 
Scarborough  family,  roughly  speaking,  for  which  we  have  Court  Records,  in  Accomack  and 
Northampton  Counties  alone,  amounts  to  68,850  acres,  which  is  cited  in  this  chapter. 

He  “married  in  England,  Elannah  . ”  Her  name  was  suggested  as  being 

Butler,  as  she  came  in  later,  1637,  with  Robert  Butler,  whom  Col.  Edmund  Scarburgh 
designated  as  “servant”,  but  anyone  who  had  one’s  passage  paid  was  so  called,  and  it  did 
not  mean  a  menial  servant.  All  genealogists  feel  that  Robert  Butler  was  a  brother  of  Hannah 
Scarburgh,  although  neither  the  compiler  nor  anyone  else  has  been  able  to  prove  it. 

Capt.  Edmond  “settled  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia”,  probably  about  1628  to  1630, 
“and  was  a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  representing  Accomack  County  in 
1629,  1631  and  1632.  He  was  a  Justice  of  the  said  County  in  1631,  and  Commander  or  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Plantation  of  Accomack  in  1631-32,  [The  Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and 
Biography,  Vol.  4,  pp.  421-422.  Records  of  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  I,  p.  1],  and  probably 
earlier. 

[Journal  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses,  Vol.  I,  1619-93]: 

[Page  11]: 

“Burgesses  for  the  Assembly  1629/30 
Accomac  —  Edmund  Scarborough.” 

[Page  12]: 

“Burgesses  for  the  Assembly  1631/2 
Accomac  —  Edmund  Scarborough.” 

[Page  14]: 

“Burgesses  for  the  Assembly  1632 /3  —  1633 
Accomac  —  Edmund  Scarborough.” 

[Virginia  County  Records  by  Crozier,  Vol.  6]: 

[Page  230]: 


“A  Court  held  at  Acchawmacke 
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Present.  Capt.  Edmund  Scarborough 
Mr.  Obedience  Robins 
Mr.  John  Howe 

Mr.  Roger  Sanders.”  Also  found  in  Northampton  County,  Virginia 

Records ,  Book  I,  1632,  p.  40. 

[Page  230]: 

‘‘At  Court  held  January  7,  1632. 

Present.  Capt.  Thomas  Graves 

Capt.  Edmund  Scarborough 
Mr.  Obedience  Robins 
Mr.  John  Howe 
Mr.  Roger  Sanders.” 

[Page  231]: 

‘‘Court  held  Sept.  1633,  amongst  those  present  Edmund  Scarborough.” 
[Page  232]: 

‘‘At  Court  held  at  Accomacke  30th  Dec.  1633. 

Present.  Capt.  Wm.  Clayborne,  Esqr. 

Capt.  Edmund  Scarborough.”  Also  found  in  Court  Order  Book,  No.  1, 
folios  8  &  9,  Northampton  County,  Virginia. 

[Page  234]: 

“Court  held  Feb.  19,  1633.  Amongst  those  present  —  Capt.  Edmund  Scar¬ 
borough.” 

Captain  Scarburgh  died  intestate  between  April  18,  1634,  and  January  9,  1635,  proven 
by  the  sale  of  cattle  by  “Hannah  Scarborough  of  Accomacke,  widdowe”,  to  Thomas  Graves, 
Esq.,  witnessed  by  Edmund  Scarborough  and  John  Walton,  recorded  in  Volume  I,  page  30, 
Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  County,  Virginia.  It  is  inferred  that  he  probably 
returned  to  England.  Mrs.  Gibson,  daughter  of  William  Scarborough,  Esq.,  of  Highgate, 
referred  to  under  Sir  Charles  Scarborough,  told  the  compiler  there  was  an  Edmond  Scar¬ 
borough  buried  at  the  Parish  Church  of  North  Walsham,  but  she  couldn’t  recall  the  date  of 
death. 

Children  of  Capt.  Edmund  Scarburgh  and  Hannah,  his  wife: 

1.  “Sir  Charles  Scarburgh,  baptized  at  St.  Martin-in-the-Fields,  London,  December 
29,  1615.  ‘Entered  Caius  College,  Cambridge,  March  4,  1632-3,  aged  16  years. 
Took  the  degree  of  A.  M.  in  1639,  and  became  a  fellow.  Being  a  staunch  Royalist, 
he  was  deprived  of  his  fellowship  by  the  Parliamentarians,  lost  his  library,  &c., 
and  retired  to  Merton  College,  Oxford.  He  was  created  Doctor  of  Physic  in 
1643,  and  was  a  celebrated  physician  and  scholar  and  particularly  distinguished 
for  his  learning  in  anatomy  and  mathematics.  He  was  physician  to  Charles  II., 
James  II.  and  William,  and  to  the  Tower  of  London.  Was  a  Member  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  Camelford,  September,  1685-7,  and  was  knighted  at  Durdens,  the  Lord 
Berkley’s  house  at  Ebsham  in  Surrey,  August  14,  1669.  He  died  February  26, 
1693-4,  and  was  buried  at  Cranford  [Canford],  Middlesex.  His  portrait  is  in 
Barber-Surgeons’  Hall,  London.  By  his  wife  Mary,  second  daughter  of  Thomas 
Daniel  of  Newberry,  Bedfordshire,  he  had  one  son  Charles  Scarburgh.’  ” 

[The  Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  Vol.  4,  pp.  316,  318 .  Harleian 
Society  Publicatio?is,  Volume  VIII,  p.  226.  Alumni  Oxoniensis,  Vol.  IV,  p.  1322.] 

When  the  compiler  was  in  London,  she  made  it  a  point  to  visit  the  Barber- 
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Surgeons’  Hall,  with  which  Sir  Charles  Scarborough  had  been  associated.  This 
singular  name  for  a  medical  center  arose  from  the  fact  that  in  Sir  Charles’  day 
it  was  customary  for  barbers  to  learn  enough  about  surgery  in  order  to  be  able 
to  practice  cupping  and  blood  letting.  There  she  viewed  a  very  large  portrait 
portraying  Sir  Charles  amputating  a  man’s  arm,  witnessed  by  men  of  distinc¬ 
tion.  She  obtained  permission  to  visit  the  Hall  by  writing  to  William  Scar¬ 
borough,  Esq.,  of  Highgate,  adjacent  to  London,  who  happened  to  be  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Club,  which  is  now  composed  only  of  the  descendants  of  the  early 
Surgeons.  She  was  unable  to  learn  when  the  Hall  was  built,  but  it  was  before 
the  Great  Fire  of  London  in  1666  and  was  saved  because  it  was  located  in  the 
center  of  a  field  used  for  growing  herbs  for  medicinal  purposes.  This  Mr. 
William  Scarborough’s  daughter,  Mrs.  Gibson,  graciously  called  on  the  compiler 
at  the  Victoria  Hotel,  near  Trafalgar  Square,  thus  re-uniting  cousins  of  300 
years’  standing.  Returning  this  call  at  Highgate,  the  compiler  passed  the  land¬ 
mark  where  Dick  Whittington  stopped,  after  being  unsuccessful  in  the  pursuit 
of  a  situation  in  London,  and  was  on  his  way  home.  Here  at  this  spot,  Holloway, 
he  turned  because  he  felt  he  was  being  called  back  by  the  Bells  of  Bow.  Every 
child  knows  this  story.  Fortune  followed  him,  and  he  procured  a  position  which 
led  to  his  being  made  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

This  Sir  Charles  Scarburgh  was  a  brother  of  Colonel  Edmund  Scarburgh. 

2.  Colonel  Edmund  Scarburgh  of  Accomack-Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  of  whom  more 
later. 

3.  Hannah  Scarburgh,  married  Judge  John  Wise. 

4.  Catherine  (Katherine)  Scarburgh,  the  second  wife  of  Randall  Revell  —  (Author¬ 
ity  —  the  late  Thomas  T.  Upshur,  formerly  Clerk  of  Northampton  County 
Court,  Eastville,  Va.) 

5.  Henry  Scarburgh,  merchant  of  London. 

GENERATION  VI. 

Colonel  Edmund  Scarburgh  of  Northampton-Accomack  Counties,  Va.  (2nd  son  of  Capt. 
Edmond  Scarburgh  and  Hannah,  his  wife)  was  baptized  at  St.  Martin-in-the-Fields,  London, 
England,  Oct.  2,  1617,  recorded  on  p.  52,  Vol.  25,  Harleian  Society  Publications.  The  entry 
reads  thus,  under  “Baptisms”— “Oct.  2,  1617  — Edmond  Scarburrow”.  The  deposition  of 
Col.  Edmund  Scarborough  as  24  years  of  age  in  the  year  1642  establishes  his  identity  as  the 
one  whose  baptism  is  given  above.  The  deposition  is  recorded  in  Volume  2,  page  1 13,  Clerk’s 
Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  County,  Virginia,  and  is  dated  November  28,  1642.  The  year 
at  that  time  was  generally  written  1617/18  — Old  Style. 

In  the  Register  of  the  Church  of  England  of  St.  Martin-in-the-Fields,  London,  the  com¬ 
piler  was  shown  entries,  and  given  a  certificate,  by  the  Vicar,  of  the  baptisms  of  Col.  Edmund 
Scarburgh  and  of  his  brother  Charles,  who  became  Sir  Charles,  the  great  physician. 

The  proof  that  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough  was  brother  of  Sir  Charles  Scarborough  is 
found  in  the  following  data  taken  from  the  English  State  Papers,  Colonial  Series.  There  are 
also  abstracts  showing  Edmund  Scarborough’s  connection  with  Henry  Scarburg  of  London, 
another  brother,  and  according  to  the  Provincial  Court  Records  of  Maryland,  Liber  P.  C., 
folios  52  and  53,  under  date  of  October  16th,  1668,  Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Maryland,  “Henry 
Scarborough  of  Norwalsham  in  the  County  of  Norfolk,  Gent.”  gave  letter  of  attorney  to 
Edmund  Scarborough  the  elder,  of  Accomac  in  Virginia,  Esq.,  and  to  Charles  Scarborough 
of  the  same  place,  Gent.,  to  receive  all  debts  due  him  in  Maryland  and  Virginia.  Witnesses  — 
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Robert  Pitt  and  James  Weedon.  On  April  ist,  1671  Charles  Scarborough  of  Accomack  also 
Northampton  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  Gent.,  “Attorney  of  Henry  Scarborough  of  Nor- 
Walsham  in  the  County  of  Norfolk  England”  gave  power  of  attorney  to  Daniel  Jenifer  of 
the  Province  of  Maryland,  Gent.  Witnesses  —  Thomas  Adams,  George  Kirham  and  Mary 
Williams. 

In  the  Parish  Church  of  North  Walsham,  County  Norfolk,  England,  are  the  following 
tombstone  inscriptions:  “In  memory  of  Henry  Scarburg  Gent,  who  died  1683”,  also  “of 
Hon.  Henry  Scarburg  Gent,  who  died  1617  aged  56,  and  his  arms,  argent  a  chevron  between 
three  Castles  gules.”  History  of  Norfolk  County  by  Parkin,  Volume  XI,  page  79.  This  is  the 
only  mention  of  the  Scarborough  or  Skarborough  name  in  this  book. 

Col.  Edmund  Scarburgh  graduated  at  Magdalene  (pronounced  Maudlin)  College,  which 
is  in  the  confines  of  Cambridge,  England,  and  took  military  tactics. 

[W.  W.  Harrison’s  Harrison ,  Waples  and  Allied  Families,  p.  118]: 

“He  received  a  grant  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land  on  Maggetye  Bay,  in 
Accomack  County,  Virginia,  November  28,  1635;  fifty  acres  being  in  right  of  his 
late  father.  Captain  Edmund  Scarborough,  fifty  for  the  personal  adventure  of  his 
mother,  Hannah  Scarborough,  fify  for  his  own  personal  adventure,  and  fifty  for 
the  transportation  of  one  servant,  Robert  Butler. 

“He  received  a  similar  grant  on  the  same  day  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  Accomack  County,  on  the  seaboard  and  on  Dunn  Creek,  due  for  the  transporta¬ 
tion  of  four  persons,  viz.,  Roger  Wright,  Alice,  a  maid  servant,  Edward  Agas  and 
Elizabeth  Machin.”  [ The  Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  Vol.  IV, 
pp.  316,  318.] 

“On  November  28,  1642,  Edmund  Scarburgh  made  a  deposition,  in  which 
he  swore  that  he  was  about  twenty-four  years  old. 

[Records  of  Northampton  County,  Vol.  II,  p.  113.] 

“Colonel  Scarburgh  was  ‘for  many  years  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  useful 
men  in  the  Colony’  of  Virginia.  [The  Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography, 
Volume  IV,  pp.  316,  317,  318.]  He  was  appointed  Surveyor-General  of  Virginia 
in  1655,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel  and  Commander  of  all  the  inhabitants  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  as  shown  by  the  Acts  of  Assembly  of  Virginia,  No.  11, 
September  10,  1663.  He  held  this  office  until  his  death.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  in  1642,  1643,  1644,  1645,  1647,  1652,  1659,  1660  and 
1666;  Speaker  of  the  House  in  1645;  [ Virginia  Carolorum,  p.  301];  Justice  of  North¬ 
ampton  County  and  Sheriff  of  the  same  in  1660  and  1661.  [ The  Virginia  Magazine 
of  History  and  Biography,  Vol.  IV,  p.  317.  Journal  of  the  Virginia  House  of 
Burgesses,  Vol.  1,  1619-93,  PP-  *6,  18,  19,  20,  22  and  Vol.  2,  1659-60  p.  38.] 

[The  Early  History  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia ,  by  Jennings  Cropper 
Wise,  pp.  81,  82.]: 

“When  Captain  Edmund  Scarburgh,  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  opened  the  first 
court  of  Accawmacke,  The  Laughing  King  had  no  doubt  ceased  to  laugh;  the 
humor  of  his  situation  as  King  of  the  peninsula  was  too  subtle  for  his  native  wit, 
for  he,  like  many  another  Savage  chief  before  him,  had  by  this  time  felt  the  fangs 
of  the  British  bull-dog  sink  deep  into  the  vitals  of  his  kingdom,  and  had  become 
sensible  of  the  fact  that  it  was  a  grip  which  once  fastened  upon  the  prey  never 
relaxed  its  hold.  [End  of  an  Era,  Wise]. 
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“The  great  popularity  of  the  Accomac  peninsula  is  strikingly  attested  by  the 
increase  of  population  between  1634  and  1643,  for  in  those  nine  years  there  was 
a  gain  of  over  six  hundred  inhabitants,  making  a  total  population  for  the  latter 
year  of  about  one  thousand  for  the  Eastern  Shore  as  compared  to  a  population  of 
not  more  than  fifteen  thousand  for  the  entire  Colony.  The  rapid  increase  of  the 
population  of  the  Eastern  Shore  from  1634  on  may  be  explained  in  a  measure  by 
the  fact  that  in  1638-9  the  General  Assembly  adopted  a  regulation  that  a  tax  of 
six  pence  per  capita  should  be  levied  on  passengers  arriving  at  Point  Comfort, 
the  port  of  entry  of  the  western  shore,  but  excepted  the  Eastern  Shore  from  the 
scope  of  the  act.  [Bruce’s  Economic  History  of  Virginia,  Vol.  I,  p.  631.  Henings 
Statutes  at  Large,  Vol.  I,  p.  246].  The  act  was  repealed  later  on,  but  in  the  mean¬ 
time  the  authorities  of  Accawmacke  made  the  most  of  their  exemption,  and  incom¬ 
ing  ships  with  fresh  supplies  of  colonists  were  encouraged  to  land  their  cargoes 
on  the  free  shores  of  the  peninsula.  The  tax  was  small,  it  is  true,  but  it  was  a  tax 
nevertheless  and  the  emigrants,  who  had  left  their  British  homes  to  seek  fortune 
and  freedom  in  the  New  World,  did  not  fail  to  see  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the 
isolated  Accomack  country. 

[Pages  83-86]:  “During  the  years  1634-7  many  of  the  founders  of  the  influential 
Eastern  Shore  families  migrated  to  the  peninsula.  Already  the  Scarburghs  had 
settled  there.  Colonel  Robins  was  seated  at  ‘Cherrystone,’  and  Captain  Argoll 
Yeardley,  the  son  of  Governor  George  Yeardley,  had  established  himself  at  Mattawa- 
man,  upon  the  paternal  lands.  The  Savages  of  ‘Savages  Neck’  had  become  old  resi¬ 
dents.  In  1634,  Nicholas  Harwood,  a  cooper,  patented  50  acres  in  the  lower  end 
of  the  peninsula.  In  1635,  Charles  Harmer  patented  1,050  acres  near  Old  Planta¬ 
tion  Creek  and  brought  with  him  his  wife  and  nineteen  servants.  [Neill’s  Virginia 
Carolorum ].  William  Berriman  patented  150  acres  on  Old  Plantation  Creek, 
known  as  ‘Fishing  Point  Neck,’  and  Daniel  Cugley,  400  acres  called  ‘The  Hog 
Pen  Neck,’  both  in  1635.  Francis  Stockley  and  Henry  Wilson  each  patented  50 
acres  along  Old  Plantation  Creek,  and  John  Neale  1,500  acres  along  the  seaside 
in  1636.  The  same  year  he  received  a  grant  of  500  acres  on  Smith’s  Island.  Other 
patentees  of  1636  were:  William  Melling,  100  acres  at  the  head  of  Old  Plantation 
Creek;  James  Berry,  350  acres  along  Magothy  Bay;  John  Forbush,  100  acres  on  the 
Bayside;  Thomas  Smith,  160  acres  near  the  land  of  William  Berryman  on  Fishing 
Point  Neck;  and  William  Bibby,  400  acres  on  the  north  side  of  King’s  Creek.  One 
of  the  largest  grants  of  the  year  in  Accomack  was  that  of  1,300  acres  to  John 
Wilkins,  of  which  50  acres  were  due  for  his  own  personal  adventure,  and  the 
remainder  for  the  transportation  of  twenty-five  other  persons,  rated  as  servants, 
one  of  whom  was  a  negro. 

“It  should  be  understood  that  it  was  a  common  practice  for  an  emigrant  to 
bring  a  number  of  other  persons  to  Virginia  at  his  expense  in  order  to  secure  their 
head  rights  or  the  fifty  acres  allotted  to  each  new  comer.  It  is  not  safe,  therefore, 
to  judge  of  a  man’s  station  or  wealth  by  the  number  of  persons  set  down  in  his 
retinue  as  servants.  The  following  year,  Edmund  Scarburgh  patented  200  acres 
on  Magothy  Bay,  and  William  Cotton,  the  successor  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bolton,  350 
acres  between  the  horns  of  Hungar’s  Creek.  The  largest  land  holders  at  the  time 
were  the  Scarburghs. 

“Capt.  Edmund  Scarburgh  was  a  warm-hearted,  fearless,  pugnacious,  enter¬ 
prising  man,  highly  educated,  and  the  equal  of  any  Virginian  of  his  day  as  a  soldier, 
scholar,  or  useful  citizen.  The  name  Scarburgh  is  inseparably  interwoven  with  the 
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history  of  the  Eastern  Shore.  Of  this  family,  Colonel  Edmund  Scarburgh  was  prob¬ 
ably  the  most  prominent  member.  There  are  many  traditions  concerning  him  and 
he  was  early  named  ‘Conjurer’  by  the  Indians  who  greatly  feared  him,”  says  Mr. 
Wise,  but  the  compiler  has  a  different  opinion. 

He,  having  been  given  great  power,  sometimes  met  with  much  difficulty  as  did  all  the 
leading  men  in  those  days  who  had  to  be  firm  and  forceful.  However,  regardless  of  actions 
brought  against  him,  he  was  cleared  and  acquitted. 

[ Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  Vol.  4,  p.  410;  W.  W.  Harrison’s 
Harrison,  Waples  and  Allied  Families,  p.  1 1  g] : 

“At  a  Grand  Assembly  held  at  James  City,  March  26th,  1655,  Edmund  Scar¬ 
borough  appeared  on  a  warrant  and  was  acquitted  from  all  charges  and  crimes 
made  against  him  for  matter  of  trade,  and  at  the  same  time  he  was  reinvested 
with  ‘such  offices  and  employment  as  he  before  held  in  the  Colony.’  ” 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  Deeds  Wills  ire.,  No.  4,  1651-1654,  folio  21  dorso]: 

“Att  a  Counc’ll  of  Warr  held  at  James  Citty  21th  May  1651. 

Wsent.  sR  wM  Berkeley  kt  gov’nr  ec. 

Collon11  Bernard  Coll:  Rich:  Llee 

Collo11  Lludlowe  Lleift  Coll.  Chipe 

Coll°  ffrancis  Morrison  MaiorWm.  Taylor 

Coll:°  Edw:  Hill 

whereas  Edm:  Scarburgh  gent.  Tho:  Johnson  gent.  wth  divers  others  were 
bound  upp  to  this  Court  by  the  County  Court  att  Accamacke  to  answer  for  Ray- 
seinge  of  forces  &:  goeing  in  a  Hostile  Waye  upon  the  Indyans  8c  doeing  them 
outrage  wch  (upon  Scanninge  of  the  bussines)  is  found  to  bee  altogther  false; 
and  ye  sd  Scarburgh  &  Johnson  8c  the  rest  are  cleare  from  ye  things  they  are  accused 
of  And  therefore  the  Court  doth  cleare  them  therefrom  Concrneinge  they  did  (as 
Honest  8c  carefull  men  ought  to  have  done  in  such  a  Case  as  they  did  it).  And  doe 
ord1'  that  this  bee  published. 

Test  rob:  huberd  Clic  Cone.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Volume  5,  page  23]: 

“Aug.  28,  1654  —  This  day  in  open  Court,  at  the  request  of  Lieut.  Col.  Edmund 
Scarburgh,  Mr.  Wm.  Whittington  became  fiof  in  trust  and  guardian  to  the  estate 
of  Charles  Scarburgh,  the  eldest  son  of  the  said  Lieut.  Col.  Edmund  Scarburgh; 
and  the  said  Mr.  Edmund  Scarburgh  submitted  to  ye  present  entery  of  ye  said 
fiof  in  trust  into  possession  of  the  said  estate;  and  the  said  Mr.  Edmund  Scarburgh 
did  oblige  himself  for  the  improvement  of  the  Estate  of  the  said  Charles  Scar¬ 
burgh,”  etc. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Volume  7  dr  8,  page  5]: 

“April  29,  1656  —  Edmund  Scarburgh  of  Accomack,  Virginia  sold  to  Henry 
Scarburgh  of  London  Merchant  for  1000  pounds  and  to  Mr.  Malore  and  Wm. 
Whittington  for  the  use  of  sd  Henry  Scarburgh  of  London  Merchant,  so  much  of 
my  estate  in  Virginia  as  shall  be  agreeable  for  ye  said  sum”  etc. 

“Edmund  Scarburgh”. 

“On  13  June  1656  —  Judgment  was  entered  in  Court  by  Coll  Edmund  Scar- 
burg  unto  Henry  Scarburg  of  London  for  1000  pounds.  Know  ye  that  I  Edmund 
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Scarburg  sold  unto  Charles,  Edmund  and  Littleton  Scarburg  and  their  heyres 
[heirs]  two  mares  and  one  Gelding  now  running  on  ye  plantation  of  Occahannock,” 
etc. 

[English  Calendar  of  Colonial  State  Papers ,  Vol.  5,  1661-1668,  Small  Volume  I, 
page  348,  paragraph  1105]: 

“Dec.  15,  1665  —  Warrant  to  the  Solicitor  General  to  prepare  a  grant  under 
the  Great  Seal,  of  the  Office  of  Surveyor  General  of  the  Plantations  of  Virginia, 
void  by  the  death  of  Thomas  Loving  to  Edmund  Scarburgh  Esq.  With  all  fees  &:c 
belonging  during  the  term  of  his  life.” 

[. English  Calendar  of  Colonial  State  Papers,  Vol.  5,  1661-1668 ,  Small  Volme  I, 
Page  352,  paragraph  1119]: 

“Jan.  20,  1666  — Warrant  to  Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon  Lord  Chancellor  to 
cause  Letters  Patent  to  be  passed  under  the  Great  Seal  to  the  effect  following:  His 
Majesty  grants  to  Edmund  Scarburg  the  office  and  place  of  his  Majesty’s  Surveyor 
General  of  the  Plantation  of  Virginia  with  all  the  fees,  profits  and  advantages 
there  with  belonging  and  therewith  heretofore  usually  reserved  and  enjoyed." 

COLONEL  EDMUND  SCARBOROUGH,  his  Majesty  King  Charles  second’s  Sur¬ 
veyor-General  of  Virginia,  the  King’s  Collector  of  the  Revenues  or  Treasurer,  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Virginia,  High  Sheriff  of  Northampton  County,  Speaker  of  the  Virginia  House  of 
Burgesses,  Commissioner  to  settle  Boundaries  between  Maryland  and  Virginia,  was  one  of 
the  largest  land  owners  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  many  thousand  acres  being  granted  him 
in  both  Colonies. 

He  was  a  “Justice  of  the  Quorum  in  ye  commission  for  Northampton  County’’  to  which 
he  was  appointed  “att  a  Councell  held  at  James  Citty  on  the  XXth  of  September  1651”.  Vol. 
5,  page  49,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va. 

On  October  9th  of  that  year  as  “Captain’’  Edmund  Scarborough  he  was  commissioned 
“Captain’’  and  Officer  for  Occahannocke  Creeke  which  office  he  filled  for  a  number  of  years. 
[He  was  then  generally  known  as  “Colonel”  as  his  father  who  bore  the  title  of  “Captain” 
was,  before  this  date,  deceased]. 

He  represented  Northampton  County  in  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses,  from  1642- 
1656  and  from  1658  until  1661.  On  April  29th  of  that  year  he  was  sworn  High  Sheriff  of 
Northampton  County,  being  at  the  same  Court  Chief  Justice  of  the  County  Court  then  in 
session.  Volume  VIII,  page  95,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va. 

He  was  commissioned  by  King  Charles  II  of  England  as  Surveyor-General  of  Virginia  for 
Life.  He  was  filling  this  high  office  as  early  as  January  22,  1663,  although  the  Letters  Patent,  or 
His  Majesty’s  Commission,  was  not  actually  drawn  up  until  after  January  20th,  1666,  and 
receipted  on  March  19th,  1666,  as  entered  in  the  English  Calendar  of  Colonial  State  Papers, 
Vol.  5,  pages  348  and  352. 

In  September  1663,  the  Grand  Assembly  at  Jamestown  ordered  Col.  Edmund  Scar¬ 
borough  His  Majesty’s  Surveyor-General,  to  collect  rents  and  dues  of  the  colony  of  all 
persons  residing  below  a  line  from  the  North  side  of  Wicomico  River  on  the  Eastern  Shore 
and  opposite  Patuxent  River  etc.  Virginia  Carolorum,  pages  300  and  301.  After  this  he 
signed  himself  “Collector”  when  handling  the  revenues  and  “Surveyor-General”  when  exer¬ 
cising  his  office  as  such  in  Accomack  County. 

He  also  termed  himself  “His  Majesty’s  Treasurer”.  Maryland  Archives,  Volume  3, 
page  473. 
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He  was  the  chief  Commissioner  to  settle  the  Boundary  between  Maryland  and  Virginia 
and  received  a  Commission  from  Philip  Calvert,  Governor  of  Maryland,  to  grant  warrants 
for  land  in  Maryland  for  a  period  of  six  months. 

As  early  as  the  year  1648  Col.  Edmund  Scarburg  and  Col.  Nathaniel  Littleton  were 
appointed  Revenue  Collectors  for  Northampton  County.  Hening’s  Statutes  at  Large,  Vol.  I, 
page  356.  Scarborough  exercised  his  office  in  so  masterly  and  friendly  a  manner  with  respect 
to  the  affairs  of  both  Indians  and  other  inhabitants  that  he  was  called  “Conjuror”.  A  stream 
is  still  called  “Conjuror’s  Creek”  in  Accomack  County. 

As  a  staunch  Royalist  he  is  believed  to  have  been  the  author  of  the  Northampton  Resolu¬ 
tion  of  1649  declaring  Charles  II  the  rightful  successor  to  his  father.  He  however  signed  the 
Engagement  in  Northampton  County,  nth  of  March,  1651,  which  pledged  the  Signers  “to 
be  true  to  the  Commonwealth  of  England  without  King  or  House  of  Lords”.  Virginia 
Carolorum,  page  221.  This  was  signed  by  practically  all  of  the  leading  inhabitants  of  the 
County.  Scarborough  is  credited  with  organizing,  the  next  year,  the  revolt  against  Parlia¬ 
ment  which  took  place  in  Northampton  County  in  the  year  1652. 

The  records  show  that  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough  was  a  lawyer  of  great  ability  and  the 
most  enterprising  man  in  the  Colony.  The  House  of  Burgesses  gave  him  the  monopoly  of 
the  salt  trade  for  a  period  in  the  exercise  of  which  business  he  erected  an  extensive  Plant 
on  Smith’s  Island;  and  the  Accomack  County  records  given  in  this  report  show  him  to  have 
carried  on  various  industries  such  as  tanning,  shoe  manufacturing  and  others  of  benefit  to 
the  Virginia  Colonists. 

Colonel  Edmund  Scarborough  is  accredited  in  the  following  records  with  having  many 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  Virginia  and  Maryland. 


[Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.]: 

“SCARBOROUGH”  “SCARBURGH”  “SCARBROUGH”  (&C.)  patents  of  record 
in  the  Virginia  Land  Office  prior  to  1680. 


Edmond  Scarborough 

—  200  acres 

Edmond  Scarborough 

—  200  acres 

Edmund  Scarborough 

—  200  acres 

Edmund  Scarborough 

—  400  acres 

Edmond  Scarburgh 

—  600  acres 

Edmund  Scarburgh 

—  350  acres 

Edmond  Scarbrough 

—  100  acres 

Charles  Scarburgh 

—  550  acres 

Edmond  Scarburgh 

—  2000  acres 

Edmond  Scarburgh 

—  1050  acres 

Charles  Scarburgh 

—  400  acres 

Accomack  Co. —  Nov.  28th,  1635 
(Pat.  Book  No.  1,  page  322). 
Accomack  Co.  —  Nov.  28th,  1635 
(Pat.  Book  No.  1,  page  323). 
Accomack  County  —  May  18th,  1637 
(Pat.  Book  No.  1,  page  416). 
Accomack  Co.  —  Feb.  21st,  1638 
(Pat.  Book  No.  1,  page  615). 
Accomack  Co.  —  Aug.  3rd,  1640 
(Pat.  Book  No.  1,  page  699). 
Accomack  Co.  —  Aug.  25th,  1642 
(Pat.  Book  No.  1,  page  817). 
Northampton  Co.  —  Oct.  6th,  1646 
(Pat.  Book  No.  2,  page  110). 
Northampton  Co.  —  Oct.  23rd,  1647 
(Pat.  Book  No.  2,  page  134). 
Northampton  Co.  —  Aug.  12th,  1649 
(Pat.  Book  No.  2,  page  178). 
Northampton  Co.  —  Apr.  10th,  1694 
(Pat.  Book  No.  2,  page  365). 
Northampton  Co.  —  Nov.  17th,  1652 
(Pat.  Book  No.  3,  page  121). 
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Charles  Scarburgh 

Littleton  Scarbrough 

Charles  Scarburgh 

Matilda  Scarbourgh 

Edmund  (Jr.)  and 
Littleton  Scarbourgh 

Tabitha  and  Matilda 
Scarburgh 

Littleton  Scarburgh, 
John  Alexander  and 
Tabitha  Smart 

Edmund  Scarburgh 

Edmund  Scarburgh 

Edmund  Scarburgh 

Edmund  Scarburgh 

Edmund  Scarburgh 

Edmund  Scarburgh 

Edmund  Scarburgh 

Edmund  Scarburgh 

Edmund  Scarburgh 

Edmund  Scarburgh 

Charles  Scarburgh 

Edmund  Scarborough 

Littleton  Scarborough 

Edmond  Scarburgh 


3050  acres  —  Northampton  Co.  —  May  10th,  1652 
(Pat.  Book  No.  3,  page  250). 

1000  acres  —  (County  not  given)  —  May  10th,  1652 
(Pat.  Book  No.  3,  page  257). 

3050  acres  —  Northampton  Co.  —  Apr.  3rd,  1655 
(Pat.  Book  No.  3,  page  333). 

500  acres  —  Northampton  Co.  —  Mar.  31st,  1655 
(Pat.  Book  No.  3,  page  339). 

800  acres  —  Northampton  Co.  —  Mar.  31st,  1655 
(Pat.  Book  No.  3,  page  339). 

3500  acres  —  Northampton  Co.  —  Mar.  27th,  1656 
(Pat.  Book  No.  4,  page  35). 


1500  acres  —  Northampton  Co.  —  Mar.  24th,  1659 
(Pat.  Book  No.  4,  page  392). 

600  acres  —  Northampton  Co.  —  Mar.  26th,  1662 
(Pat.  Book  No.  4,  page  540). 

2 100  acres  —  Northampton  Co.  —  Mar.  26th,  1662 
(Pat.  Book  No.  4,  page  542). 

1450  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  Sep.  29th,  1663 
(Pat.  Book  No.  4,  page  581). 

1000  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  Jun.  21st,  1664 
(Pat.  Book  No.  5,  page  72). 

1000  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  Apr.  20th,  1664 
(Pat.  Book  No.  5,  page  72). 

150  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  Aug.  17th,  1664 
(Pat.  Book  No.  5,  page  72). 

3000  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  Jun.  22nd,  1664 
(Pat.  Book  No.  5,  page  73). 

2000  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  Sep.  10th,  1664 
(Pat.  Book  No.  5,  page  73). 

2400  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  Oct.  20th,  1663 
(Pat.  Book  No.  5,  page  73). 

1400  acres  —  Accomack  Co. —Jun.  20th,  1664  1 

(Pat.  Book  No.  5,  page  74). 

3050  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  Nov.  12th,  1664 
(Pat.  Book  No.  5,  page  83). 

1000  acres  —  (County  not  given)  —  Nov.  12th,  1664 
(Pat.  Book  No.  5,  page  522). 

1000  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  Nov.  12th,  1664 
(Pat.  Book  No.  5,  page  522). 

3000  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  Oct.  gth,  1667 
(Pat.  Book  No.  6,  page  78). 

3000  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  Oct.  9th,  1667 
(Pat.  Book  No.  6,  page  78). 


Edmond  Scarburgh 


1  • 


* 

' 


'  J 


. 

. 


' 


SCARBURGH 


283 


Capt.  John  West  8c 

Charles  Scarborough  —  1400  acres  —  Northampton  Co.  —  Sep.  26th,  1671 

(Pat.  Book  No.  6,  page  392). 

Capt  John  West, 

Charles  Scarborough, 

Devereux  Brown  8c 

Edmond  Scarborough  —  —  Northampton  Co.  —  Sep.  26,  167 1 

(Pat.  Book  No.  6,  page  392). 

Charles  Scarburgh, 

Devorax  Brown  and 

Capt.  John  West  —  4500  acres  —  Northampton  Co.  —  Mar.  23rd,  1671/2 

(Pat.  Book  No.  6,  page  398). 

Capt.  John  West  and 

Charles  Scarbrough  —  2500  acres  —  Northampton  Co.  —  Oct.  3rd,  1672 

(Pat.  Book  No.  6,  page  423). 

Charles  Scarburgh  —  4350  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  Feb.  18th,  1673/4 

(Pat.  Book  No.  6,  page  505). 

Capt.  John  West, 

Mr.  Charles  Scarburgh, 

Capt.  Edmund  Scarburgh 

8c  Mrs.  Tabitha  Brown  —  8000  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  Sep.  20th,  1674 

(Pat.  Book  No.  6,  page  533). 

Charles  Scarburgh  —  2 100  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  April  4th,  1678 

(Pat.  Book  No.  6,  page  637). 

Charles  Scarburgh  and 

Major  John  West  —  400  acres  —  Accomack  Co.  —  April  4th,  1678 

(Pat.  Book  No.  6,  page  639). 

[Virginia  Carolorum,  Appendix,  page  418]: 

“Edmund  Scarborough  was  one  of  the  early  merchants  of  Accomack  and 
Northampton  Counties.  In  1651,  he  sent  a  vessel  into  the  Delaware  River  to  trade 
with  the  Indians,  which  was  stopped  at  Fort  Nassau  nearly  opposite  Phila.,  by 
the  Dutch  Commander  Andreas  Hudde.  He  was  a  Royalist  in  his  sympathies,  and 
a  friend  of  Gov.  Berkeley.  The  following  is  among  the  Northampton  Records: 
‘Collonell  [Nathaniel]  Littleton 

‘I  pray  (upon  sight  hereof)  deliver  unto  Mr.  Edmund  Scarbrugh  Towe  [two] 
of  yor  best  Ewe  Lambe  wch  I  have  given  him,  for  his  Daughters  Tabitha  and 
Matilda.  Charge  ye  same  to  Accott,  fr 

‘Yor  Llovinge  frend 

April  10,  1652.  William  Berkeley.’  ” 

[. Journal  of  the  House  of  Burgesses ,  Vol.  1,  p.  95]: 

“March  24th  1655.  This  day  ye  Committee  for  private  causes  appointed  as 
followeth:  Coll.  Scarborough  Chaireman.’’ 

[Page  90]: 

“Whereas  the  paper  subscribed  by  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  Northampton 
Co.  is  scandalous  and  seditious  and  hath  caused  much  disturbance  in  the  peace 
and  Government  of  that  Co.”  etc. 

“It  is  ordered  that  Leift.  Edmund  Scarborough  who  hath  been  an  assistant 
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and  instrument  concerning  the  subscribing  etc.  bee  disabled  from  bearing  any 
office  until  he  hath  answered  thereunto  etc.  (This  order  reversed  by  an  order  of 
the  Assembly,  26  March  1658).” 

[Virginia  Carolorum,  by  Neill,  page  265-266]: 

“Among  the  last  official  acts  of  Gov.  Mathews  was  the  sending  of  a  letter  dated 
Aug.  24th,  1659,  to  Gov.  Fendall  of  Md.  asking  him  to  co-operate,  with  an  expedi¬ 
tion  under  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough,  against  the  Assateague  band  of  Indians, 
dwelling  upon  the  Eastern  shore  near  the  boundary  line  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland.” 

“Scarborough,  then  at  Occahannock,  on  the  28th  forwarded  the  letter,  well 
by  some  delay  did  not  reach  the  Maryland  Governor  until  the  23rd  of  the  next 
month,  and  mentioned  that  it  was  his  intention  in  10  days  to  move  with  300  men 
and  60  horses,  and  establish  a  garrison  on  the  sea-side  of  the  Eastern  shore,  and 
then  search  for  the  Indians  towards  the  head  of  Wicocomoko  or  Pocomoke  river. 
Gov.  Fendall  replied  that  he  would  constdt  with  his  Councillors,  and  on  Oct.  gth 
at  Patuxent  it  was  decided  to  be  inexpedient  to  engage  in  a  war  with  the  Assa- 
teagues  the  cause  of  wch  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Va.  Governor’s  letter.  The 
expedition  upon  the  part  of  the  Virginians  was  not  abandoned,  as  the  Assembly 
at  Jamestown  in  March,  1660  made  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
‘late  war  in  Accomack’.” 

[Virginia  House  of  Burgesses,  Vol.  2,  1659/60—  1693,  page  13]: 

“Assembly  held  at  James  Cittie  23rd  March  1660/1.  Whereas  the  late  Assem¬ 
bly  Ordered  that  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough  in  case  he  made  800  bushel  of  salt 
should  receive  from  the  Country  as  an  encouragement  10,000  lbs  of  tobacco,  and 
he  being  now  like  to  bring  the  same  to  perfection  and  to  make  up  his  quantity, 
it  is  ordered  that  the  tobacco  promised  him  shall  be  raised  in  the  next  leavye  and 
in  case  he  perform  the  condition  to  be  paid  him”  etc. 

[Virginia  House  of  Burgesses,  Vol.  2,  page  17]: 

“Grand  Assembly  Held  at  James  Cittie  24  March  1661  /2.  In  the  difference 
between  Coll.  Edmund  Scarborough  plaintiffe  and  Lt.  Col.  Thos.  Lambert,  Capt. 
Francis  Einperour,  Mr.  Edmond  Beeman  and  Mr.  John  Porter  defendants  of  Lower 
Norfolk  formerly  Commissioners  they  shall  make  present  payment  of  said  sum  of 
7900  lbs.  of  tobacco  and  caske  with  interest  and  all  costs  of  suite  unto  the  said 
Col.  Scarborough  or  his  assignes.” 

[Vi  rginia  Carolorum  by  Neill,  page  286-287]: 

“April  1662  —  As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  negotiations  were  begun  to  place 
Charles  the  Second  on  the  throne,  applicants  for  places  in  Virginia  preferred  their 
requests.  Capt.  James  Neale  who  had  been  before  the  civil  war  a  prominent  man 
in  Maryland,  and  had  shed  his  blood  on  the  Royalist  side  during  the  Common¬ 
wealth  period,  before  the  King  left  Breda,  asked  to  hold  the  office  of  Treasurer 
of  Virginia  but  this  was  given  to  Maj.  Henry  Norwood,  a  relative  of  the  Governor; 
Thomas  Ludwell  received  the  Secretaryship  wch  had  so  long  been  held  by  Wm. 
Claiborne,  and  in  the  place  of  Thomas  Lovinge,  Edmund  Scarborough  became 
His  Majesty’s  Surveyor-General.” 
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Col.  Edmund  Scarburgh  seemed  to  have  many  difficulties  in  adjusting  his  business  as 
Collector  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  for  His  Majesty,  King  Charles  IE  However  he 
handled  these  matters  satisfactorily. 

These  details  are  of  no  apparent  interest  to  this  Memoir. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book 
1663-66,  page  59]: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  ye  16th  of  February  1663.  Upon  ye 
petition  of  Coll  Edm:  Scarburgh  Collector  for  his  Maties  on  ye  Easterne  Shore 
of  Virginia,  Its  ordered  yt  Attachmt:  be  granted  him  against  ye  estate  of  John 
Shephearde  &  John  Mellish  &  proceeds  of  ye  Shipp  Royall  Oake  Sc  Owners  where 
ye  same  shall  be  found  in  Accomack  County,  for  ye  some  of  two  Thousand  One 
hundred  pounds  sterling  wth  Court  charges  to  be  Responsable  untill  further 
tryall.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book 
1663-64,  page  3]: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  ye  22th  of  May  by  his  Majy  Justices 
of  ye  peace  for  ye  sd  County,  and  in  ye  15th  year  of  ye  Reign  Sovraigne  Lord 
Charles  ye  Second,  by  ye  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France  &  England  King 
defender  of  ye  Faith  and  in  ye  year  of  our  Lord  God  1663. 

“Upon  ye  petition  of  Coll.  Edm.  Scarburgh  to  be  possessed  of  ye  estate  of 
Robt.  Wright,  Jr’s.,  Orders  that  ye  sd  Col.  Scarburgh  be  forthwith,  possessed  of  the 
said  estate,  he  putting  in  security  to  save  ye  Court  harmless,  untill  Administration 
may  legally  be  granted.’’ 

The  following  shows  a  connection  between  the  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough,  John 
Nichols,  Randall  and  Anne  Revell,  son  and  daughter  of  Mr.  Randall  Revel!,  and  Mrs.  Anne 
Toft,  who  gave  to  Hannah  Revell  a  portion  of  her  estate  when  she  married  Daniel  Jenifer, 
which  she  had  taken  up  next  to  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough  at  “Garpaghie”  (Gargaphe). 
[ Cavaliers  and  Pioneers,  Abstracts  of  Virginia  Land  Patents  by  Nell  M.  Nugent,  p.  425;  Pat¬ 
ent  Book  No.  4,  page  92  (582).] 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book 
1663-64,  page  4]: 

“This  day  Coll:  Edm.  Scarburgh,  and  Mr.  Hugh  Yeo  entered  themselves 
Feofes  in  trust  for  ye  estate  of  John  Nichols,  in  behalfe  of  Randall,  and  Anne 
Revell  Son  8c  Daughter  of  Mr.  Randall  Revell.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book 
1663-64,  page  9]: 

“Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Edmund  Scarborgh  doe  for  me  &  my 
heirs  make  sale  of  and  deliver  to  Mrs.  Anne  Toft  and  her  heires  one  mare  colt 
of  a  year  and  halfe  old,  or  thereabouts  of  A  Bay  Co! lour  and  A  white  Starr  in  ye 
forehead  wch  sale  I  doe  affirme  &  confirme  by  these  presents  as  aforesaid  dated  this 
27th  of  Febr.  1662. 

“Signed  in  presence  of 

James  Cade  “Edm.  Scarburgh” 

Jno  Alexander. 

“The  above  within  acknowledgment  in  open  Court  by  Coll  Edm:  Scarburgh 
as  his  act  and  deed  to  Mrs.  Anne  Toft,  and  recorded  ye  23th  of  May  1663.” 
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[Virginia  Ho'x:e  0/  bur  genes,  Vol.  2,  1659.60—  1693,  paze  23]: 

"7  hr.  15th  1663  —  Proposition  from  Edmund  Scarborough  to  Hon.  Assembly 
in  regard  to  act  that  debtors  be  detained  in  prison  until  debt  be  paid,  be  repealed. 
Second  planting  of  tobacco  not  later  than  10th  of  July  be  repealed  as  people  of 
Md.  have  priviledge  to  plant  as  long  as  they  please,  etc. 

“Planting  of  Mulberry  trees,  acts  concerning  hides  to  include  calves  and  deer 
skins  etc.  and  Tuscarodoe  Indians.’’ 

[Virginia  Carolorum,  by  Neill,  pp.  300,  301]: 

“In  Sept.  1663,  the  Assembly  in  session  at  Jamestown  ordered  Col.  Edmund 
Scarborough,  his  Majesty’s  Surveyor  General  of  Va.,  to  collect  rents  and  dues  to 
the  Colony  of  Va.,  of  all  persons  residing  below  a  line,  from  the  ‘north  side  of 
Wicomicoe  River,  on  the  Eastern  shore,  and  near  unto  and  on  the  south  side  of 
the  straight  line  opposite  to  Patuxent  river.’ 

“Scarborough’s  report  to  the  Gov.  and  Council  of  Va.  of  his  proceedings  at 
Anamesseck  and  Manoakin  is  stamped  all  over  with  the  characteristics  of  a  violent 
and  prejudiced  partisan. 

“In  company  with  Col.  John  Stringer,  who  had  been  one  of  the  Burgesses  of 
Northampton  County,  four  of  the  Commission  and  40  horsemen,  whom  he  took 
‘for  pomp  and  safety’  on  Sunday  morning,  Oct.  1  ith,  1663,  he  arrived  at  Anames- 
secks  to  repel,  as  he  reports,  ‘the  contempt  threatened’  by  some  Quakers,  and  a 
foole  in  office.  He  wrote  that  ‘On  Monday  Morning  at  ye  house  of  Stephen  Horssy 
an  officer  of  ye  Lord  Baltimore  I  began  to  publish  ye  commands  of  ye  Assembly  and 
for  yt  ye  officer  could  not  read,  I  often  read  ye  act  unto  him  who  made  no  reply, 
but  brought  a  pattent  instead  of  his  commission  and  tould  us  there  was  his  author¬ 
ity  and  yt  hee  was  put  in  trust  by  ye  Lord  leift  of  Md.,  and  that  he  would  not  be 
false  to  his  trust.’ 

“After  some  discussion,  Scarborough  arrested  him  because  he  would  not 
acknowledge  the  act  of  the  Va.  Assembly  and  placed  the  ‘broad  arrow’  on  his  door. 

“  ‘So  thus  proceeding,’  he  continues,  ‘wee  went  to  ye  house  of  Ambrose  Dixon, 
A  Quaker,  where  a  boat  and  2  men  belonging  to  Groome’s  shipp  and  2  running 
Quakers  were,  also  George  Johnson  [In  an  article,  Col.  Thomas  Johnson,  North¬ 
ampton  Co.,  Va.,  claimed  that  George  Johnson  of  Somerset  Co.,  Md.  ‘was  no  rela¬ 
tion  to  him’.  The  compiler.],  and  Thomas  Price  inhabitants,  and  Quakers’.  They 
also  refusing,  he  arrested  them,  for  contempt  and  placed  the  ‘broad  arrow’  on 
their  doors.  He  then  ‘Marched  off  to  Henry  Bostons’  who  asked  a  little  time  for 
deliberation. 

“Going  from  thence,  to  Manoakin,  all  there  acknowledged  the  Virginia 
authorities,  but  Mr.  John  Elzey,  and  Capt.  Win.  Thomas  officers  under  Lord  Balti¬ 
more.  In  his  report  he  mentions  that  at  that  time  one  Hollinsworth,  merchant 
of  a  Northern  vessel  came  and  presented  his  request  for  liberty  of  trade  ‘wch  I 
doubted  was  some  plott  of  ye  Quakers’.  His  portraiture  of  the  Quakers  was  vivid, 
but  not  flattering. 

“Gov.  Calvert,  incensed  at  Scarborough’s  proceedings,  visited  Gov.  Berkeley 
at  Jamestown,  who  disclaimed  the  acts  of  his  Surveyor  General,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1664,  did  order  Scarborough  and  the  surveyors  Catlett  and  Lawrence  with  Capt. 
Joseph  Bridger,  Capt.  Robert  Ellyson,  and  Mr.  Bulmer  Mitford  to  go  to  Manokin, 
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and  on  the  10th  of  May  confer  with  commissioners  upon  the  part  of  Md.  and  if 
possible  adjust  the  boundary  dispute.”  [Page  303]. 

Col.  Edmund  Scarburgh,  Collector,  asks  for  an  Act  of  Assembly  as  he  saw  great  cause 
to  examine  the  tobacco  and  to  take  the  oaths  for  the  same. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  ir  Will  Book 
1663-66,  pages  42  to  44]: 

“To  ye  Honorable  Governor  &  Counsell  of  Virginia  Edmund  Scarburgh 
humbly  presented!  ye  account  of  proceedings  in  his  Majis  affairs  at  Anamofedks 
and  Manoakin  on  ye  eastern  shoare  of  Virginia.” 

[Page  47]: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  on  the  17th  day  of  December  1663. 
To  ye  Worppth  Courts  of  Northampton  &  Accomack  Counties. 

“Edmund  Scarburgh  Collector  for  ye  Easterne  Shore  of  Virginia  finding 
Occassion  of  greate  concerne,  both  for  ye  creditt  &  Profitt  of  this  County  to  put  in 
Execn  ye  Act  of  Assembly  for  examing  what  hogsheads  of  tobacco  have  been  deliv¬ 
ered  to  any  shipp  bark  boat  or  Sloop  &c  to  provide  some  speedy  cause  for  Recending 
an  Oath  from  Oath  [each]  planter  ye  account  of  all  his  tobacco  made  this  last 
yeare,  to  whome  disposed  and  by  what  boat  or  other  meanes  fetched  away:  Espe¬ 
cially  of  the  Casch  Virginia  Marchant  Robert  Risdon  Masson  [Master],  and  ye 
Shipp  Royall  Oake  John  Mellish  Masson,  to  make  full  inquiry  where  they  had 
any  tobacco,  as  vessells  necessary  to  have  a  perfect  account  given  of  their  ladings. 
Kber  ye  16th  1663. 

“Edm:  Scarburgh  Collector.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book 
1663-66,  page  68]: 

At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  ye  16th  of  Aprill  1664. 

“John  Wallop  ye  are  in  his  Maties  Name  as  my  Subofficer  to  proceed  in  Survey 
of  all  lands  in  this  County  of  Accomack  and  to  begin  wth  ye  Elder  patents.  To  wch 
purpose  ye  marked  trees  of  Oath  Man’s  devident,  wch  if  he  or  they  cannot  show, 
Then  you  are  to  tender  by  service  by  order  from  his  Maties  Surveyor  to  make 
survey  &  terminate  their  Lands,  but  such  as  shall  not  be  able  to  show  their  marked 
trees,  and  refuse  to  have  their  lands  layd  out,  you  are  to  enter  upon  all  or  any 
part  of  ye  sd  lands  as  ye  Kings  Land,  being  undistinguist  by  any  Royall  Survey, 
from  ye  lands  in  common  &  free  for  ye  subject,  and  accordingly  to  make  entry  for 
ye  same  lands  in  sd  office  of  Survey  that  pattent  may  be  granted  to  any  of  his 
Maties  Subjects  yt  have  Right  to  Land  and  for  Ye  so  doing  this  shall  bee  ye  ordere 
&  sufficient  warrant  dated  ye  22th  of  January  1663. 

“Edm:  Scarburgh  Sur  Gen11.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book 
1663-66,  page  70]: 

“The  Severall  persons  Subscribed  doe  make  Oath  yt  they  have  of  long  time 
past  heard  of  and  knowne  ye  River  Pokomoke,  and  yt  ye  said  River  hath  bin  so 
called  tyme  out  of  mind,  both  by  ye  Report  of  ye  Indians  and  knowledge  of  ye 
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Subscribers,  and  is  this  day  so  called  being  a  River  on  ye  Eastern  Shore  of  Chese- 
piark  Bay  in  Virginia  lying  to  ye  Southward  of  A  small  Prieall  point  on  ye  South 
side  of  Anamerssecks,  and  yt  point  is  to  ye  Southward  of  ye  place  described  in  Capt. 
John  Smiths  Mapps  for  Waskins  point  so  far  as  a  Man  can  see  in  a  Cleere  day, 
and  ye  said  River  of  Pokomoke  &  so  situate  as  aforesaid  is  so  called  to  this  Day. 


“Edm.  Scarburgh 
Witt  Jones  [q.v.] 
Geo.  Parker 
Anto.  Hodgkins 


Jno.  Renny 
Jno.  Wise 
Edw.  Revel  1. 
Charles  Scarburgh. 


“Sworne  in  Open  Court  ye  19th 
of  July  16G4. 


“Teste  Robt  Hutchinson 

Cl.  Cur.  Co.  Accomk.” 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book 
1663-66,  page  81]: 

“Certificate  is  this  Day  granted  unto  Coll  Edm.  Scarburgh  for  seaven  Thou¬ 
sand  nine  hundred  8c  Eifty  acres  of  Land  due  by  Rights  under  written  Vizt. 

“John  Underhill  Wm.  Leonard  Henry  Banton  Wm.  Browne 
Sara  Mountfort  Maxamillian  Loe  Jeffrey  Daniel  Jno.  Hawkkins 

and  various  others.’’ 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book, 
1664-1671,  page  1]: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  ye  16th  of  December  1664. 

“I  Edmund  Scarburgh  doe  for  mee  my  heires  Executors  8:  Administrators 
assigne  8:  make  over  unto  Mr.  Robert  Pitt  his  heirs  or  assigns  all  my  Right  title  8: 
Interest  of  Sixteene  Hundred  acres  of  Land  lying  in  ye  Eastern  8c  Western  side 
of  his  Divident  of  One  Thousand  acres  of  land  lying  on  ye  South  side  at  ye  mouth 
of  Pokimoke  River  as  witness  my  hand  8c  Seale  this  16th  of  December  1664. 

“Edm.  Scarburgh  ye  seale . 

“The  above  written  acknowledged  in  Open  Court  ye  16th  of  December  1664 
by  Coll:  Scarburgh  as  his  Reall  Act  8c  Deede  to  Mr.  Robert  Pitt.’’ 

“Teste,  Robt:  Hutchinson  Cl.  Cur.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &Will  Book, 
1664-1671,  page  4]: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  ye  16th  of  February  1664. 

“These  are  to  Certifie  whome  it  may  concerne  that  when  I  was  qualified  by 
Mr.  Phillip  Callvert  then  Deputy  Governor  of  Maryland  to  enter  lands  on  ye 
Eastern  Shoare  [of  Maryland],  I  did  then  Anno  1660  make  entry  for  Mr.  Robert 
Pitt  and  on  his  request  of  ye  neck  of  land  on  ye  South  side  of  Pokomoke  River 
where  his  plantation  now  is:  To  this  truth  have  Subscribed  the  14th  of  February 
1664. 

“Edm.  Scarburgh.” 

This  is  supposed  to  have  been  Pitts  Wharf.  The  home  adjacent  was  sold  by  Walter  Bayne 
to  his  brother  Colmore  Bayne.  Here  Elizabeth  Hack  his  wife  resided. 


' 

- 

•  l 

: 

1 

ii  i  •  ■  t  •:  l\.  ) 


tlwj  1 1  (id]  <> 1 


SCARBURGH 


289 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book, 
1664-1671,  page  18]: 

“Indenture  between  Coll.  Edmond  Scarburgh  of  Accomack  in  Virginia  and 
Mary  his  wife,  of  ye  one  part  and  William  Custis  late  of  Northampton  County  of 
ye  other  part.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  ir  Will  Book, 
1664-1671,  page  29]: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  ye  16th  of  March  1665. 

“Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Edmond  Scarburgh  of  Accomack  in 
Virginia  Esq.  doe  hereby  assigne  set  over  alien  8c  Confirme  unto  John  West  of  ye 
same  County  gent  All  8c  all  manner  of  Right  title  interest  Clayme  and  demand 
what  soever  I  have  can  may  or  ought  to  have  to  this  patent  or  any  in  Northampton 
County  upon  Nuswattack  River  from  Chingandokee  [Gingoteague]  Creeke  mouth 
part  of  ye  land  herein  conteyned  and  also  I  doe  hereby  warrant  unto  ye  sd  John 
West  and  his  heires  the  Land  8c  premises  within  mentioned  wth  ye  appertenances 
against  mee  8c  my  Heires  forever  witness  my  hand  8c  seale  hereto  put  ye  sixteenth 
of  January  1665. 

“Edm.  Scarburgh  ye  Seale” 

“The  above  written  acknowledged  in  open  Court  the  16th  Day  of  March 
1665  by  Coll.  Edm.  Scarburgh  as  his  act  8c  Deed  to  Capt.  Jno:  West.  [This  is  no 
doubt  because  Capt.  (later  Lt.  Col.)  John  West  had  married  Col.  Scarburgh’s 
daughter,  Matilda]. 

“Test:  Robt.  Hutchinson  Clr.  Cur.” 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book, 
1667-66,  page  116]: 


“Certificate  is  this  day  [18th  of  December,  1665]  granted  unto  Coll.  Edm.  Scar¬ 
burgh  for  three  thousand  acres  of  land  due  by  Right  under  written  Viz. 
“Thomas  Pitt  Robert  Colldron  Henry  Smith 

Regnold  Cornwall  Henry  Harley  Wm.  Hall 

Giles  Bennet  Tho.  Coningsby  Edw:  Noell 

William  Bridges  Arthur  Gomond  Edw.  Freenam 

And  various  others.” 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  c ir  Will  Book, 
1667-66,  page  122]: 

“At  a  Court  held  at  the  house  of  Coll.  Edm.  Scarburgh  ye  26th  of  June  1666. 

“Coll.  Edmund  Scarburgh  8c  Mr.  Charles  Scarburgh  made  Oath  that  they  were 
present  at  Pungotegue  house  wth  Mrs.  Ann  Toft  and  Robert  Risdon  master  of  ye 
Catch  Virginia  Mchant  ast  providence  of  Gurnsey  at  such  tyme  as  ye  sd  Katch  was 
there  fully  laden  8c  bound  for  ye  sea,  And  that  then  and  there  they  were  witnesses 
to  ye  writing  signed  by  ye  said  Risden  and  dated  ye  15  day  of  January  last  past, 
and  that  they  did  see  ye  sd  Robert  Risden  subscribe  the  same  writing  being  of  ye 
nature  of  Charter  party  or  Bill  of  Ladeing  and  also  were  witnesses  to  ye  justing  of 
all  accounts  betweene  the  sd  Mrs.  Ann  Toft  8c  Robert  Risden,  who  signed  a  dis¬ 
charge  to  Mrs.  Ann  Toft  and  Edm.  Scarburgh  to  wch  discharge  dated  ye  13  of 
January  last  past  the  said  Charles  Scarburgh  is  Witness,  and  ye  sd  Edm:  Scarburgh 
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for  soe  much  as  it  concerns  Mrs.  Ann  Toft  doth  also  witness  that  hee  and  ye  sd 
Charles  Scarburgh  did  see  ye  sd  Discharge  signed  wth  ye  acknowledgment  therein 
conteyned  for  wages  paid  ye  said  Risden  8:  a  Servant  as  in  ye  said  writing  expiessed 
and  at  ye  same  tyme  ye  said  Robert  Risden  was  also  discharged  from  all  former 
accounts  Saveing  ye  Obligacon  of  ye  sd  Robert  Risdons  wch  imported  ye  sd  Risclons 
acknowledgment  of  Mrs.  Ann  Tofts  interest  of  the  Ketch  &  Ladeing  together  with 
ye  obligacon  of  doeing  8c  performing  the  intended  voyage  8c  Returne. 

“Edm.  Scarburgh 
Chas:  Scarburgh” 

“June  ye  26th  1666  Coll.  Edm.  Scarburgh  and  Mr.  Charles  Scarburgh  made  oath 
to  the  above  written  before  his  Maries:  Justices  of  ye  yeare  for  Accomack  County. 

‘‘Test:  Robt:  Hutchinson  Clr  Cur  Co:  Accomk.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  6-  Will  Book, 
1664-66,  page  124]: 

“Whereas  Coll:  Edm.  Scarburgh  did  this  day  prosecute  James  Jolly  for  intru¬ 
sion  upon  his  lands  at  Pokomoke  as  did  appeare  by  a  patent  granted  to  ye  said  Coll. 
Edm:  Scarburgh  bareing  date  at  James  Citty  ye  16th  of  September  in  the  sixteenth 
yeare  of  ye  Raigne  of  ye  Sovraigne  Lord  Charles  ye  second  and  ye  acknowledg¬ 
ment:  of  ye  sd  James  Jolly.”  etc. 

[. Journal  of  the  House  of  Burgesses,  Vol.  1,  page  32]: 

“Grand  Assembly  held  at  James  City  24rd  Oct.  1666  by  adjournment  from 
5th  June  1666. 

“Accomac  Coll.  Edmund  Scarburgh.” 

[ Virginia  House  of  Burgesses ,  Vol.  2,  page  36]: 

“Oct.  26,  1666  —  Committee  for  Propositions  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough 
(Committee  for  grievances  etc.)  Burgess.” 

[Page  37]: 

“Oct.  31,  1666  — A  Committee  appointed  to  regulate  the  price  of  Ordinary 
Keepers. 

“Colo.  Scarburgh.”  [1st  named] 

[Virginia  House  of  Burgesses,  Vol.  2,  1659/60  —  1693,  pages  39-40]: 

“Nov.  7,  1666  — Whereas  the  Co.  of  Northampton  hath  shewed  by  a  former 
act  of  Assembly  the  Importation  of  salt  was  prohibited  for  the  better  encourage¬ 
ment  of  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough  who  had  erected  a  salt  Work  in  Accomack 
but  he  not  furnishing  the  people’s  Wants  in  the  Co.  of  Northampton  according 
to  Expectation,  etc.  proposed  that  said  act  be  repealed,  Col.  Scarborough  himself 
having  given  his  full  Assent  to  the  premises.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book, 
1664-1671,  page  37]: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  ye  17th  of  December  1666. 

“I  Edmund  Scarburgh  doe  for  me  my  heires  executors  8:  Administrators  assign 
convey  8c  deliver  all  my  Right  Title  8c  Interest  that  I  have  in  One  hundred  8c  Fifty 
acres  of  land  situate  in  Accomack  County  bounded  on  ye  Southerne  parts  by 
Boulman  branch  and  a  line  of  marked  trees,  on  the  Northerne  parts  by  ye  land 
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of  Nathaniel  Bradford  and  a  line  thence  extending  East  South  East  seaventy  four 
poles  on  ye  west  by  ye  maine  bay,  and  on  ye  east  by  the  maine  woods  in  the  land 
granted  by  the  within  patent  unto  John  Thomson  his  heirs  executors  Administra¬ 
tors  or  assigns,  to  wch  I  have  fixed  my  seale  this  17th  of  December  1666. 

“Edm.  Scarburgh  ye  seale . 

“The  above  written  acknowledged  in  Open  Court  ye  17th  of  December  1666 
by  Coll.  Edm.  Scarburgh  as  his  Act  8c  Deed  to  John  Thomson. 

“Test:  Robt.  Hutchinson  Clr  Cur." 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book, 
1664-1671,  page  38]: 

“Know  All  men  by  these  presents  that  I  Edmond  Scarburgh  for  and  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  part  Sattisfaction  in  hand  received  and  other  payment  already  agreed 
on,  Have  bargained  8c  Sold  and  for  mee  my  heirs  executors  and  Administrators  doe 
bargain  Sell  8c  deliver  to  Teague  Miskell  his  heirs  executors  Administrators  or 
assigns  three  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Muddy  Creeke  now  called  Guiltford  lying 
next  to  ye  lands  of  Robert  Hill,  and  bounded  on  ye  Westeme  part  wth  his  lyne 
of  marked  trees  haveing  ye  cart  way  excepted  8c  reserved  to  ye  said  Scarburgh  his 
heires  or  assigns,  the  other  bounds  are  on  the  Northern  part  by  a  fresh  water  branch 
on  ye  eastern  8c  Southern  parts  by  two  Right  Lynes  which  bargaine  8:  Sale  as  afore¬ 
said  I  confirme  under  my  hand  and  seale  this  18th  of  December  1666. 

“Edm.  Scarburgh  ye  seale  . 

“Signed  8c  Sealed  in  presence  of 
John  Wallop 
John  Sturgis. 

“The  above  written  acknowledged  in  open  Court  ye  18th  of  December  1666 
by  Coll.  Scarburgh  as  his  act  &  Deed  to  Teague  Miskell. 

“Test  Robt.  Hutchinson.  Clr.  Cur.” 

[Accomac,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Court  Order  Book  1666-70,  page  36]: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  ye  16th  of  August  1667. 

“Certificate  is  this  Day  granted  unto  Coll.  Edm.  Scarburgh  for  Two  Thou¬ 
sand  Acres  of  land  due  by  Rights  under  written 

“Robert  Farlow  James  Killingsworth  Samuel  Wills 

Rebetta  Wrath  Louis  Axton  Richard  White 

Robert  Ribrand  Eliza:  Colt 

and  various  others.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book, 
1664-1671,  page  74]:  Abstract: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  ye  17th  day  of  August  1668. 

“Deed  from  Coll.  Edmund  Scarburgh  to  Thomas  Bagwell,  for  the  sum  of  six 
Thousand  pds  of  Tobacco,  sold  land  Situate  lying  and  being  in  the  County  of 
Accomack  in  Virginia  on  the  Western  side  Nusswadox  Creeke  wch  is  between 
Little  and  Great  Matomkin  bounding  Easterne  on  Nusswadox  Creek  South 
Westearne  on  a  little  branch  of  ye  said  Nusswadox  and  a  line  of  marked  trees 
dividing  this  divident  from  the  land  of  Mr.  Wm.  Custis  containing  Four  Hundred 
acres  of  land.” 
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[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  &  Will  Book , 
1664-1671,  page  8 1] : 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  ye  26th  of  October  1668. 

“I  Collonell  Edmund  Scarburgh  Guardian  to  John  Pannuell  doe  exonerate 
acquitt  &  discharge  Coll.  Jno.  Stringer  Lt.  Coll.  Wm.  Waters  Capt.  Wm.  Jones, 
Major  Wm.  Andrews  8c  Wm.  Kendall  of  all  such  things  that  was  any  waise  devised 
to  the  said  John  Pannuell  by  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Mr.  John  Pannuell  his 
father  deceased  either  in  Relacon  to  Lands  goods  Rights  8;  chattels  Sec  acknowledg¬ 
ing  that  the  persons  above  have  fully  performed  all  things  that  they  were  intrusted 
with  in  that  behalfe  as  his  Overseers  by  his  ye  said  Pannuells  fathers  will  as  may 
more  at  large  by  the  said  will  appeare  to  well  I  have  subscribed  this  26th  of  October 
Ano  Domi  1668. 

“Edm.  Scarburgh” 

“Test  Robt.  Hutchinson. 

“The  above  written  acknowledged  in  open  Court  ye  26th  of  October  1668 
by  Coll  Edm:  Scarburgh  Guardian  of  John  Pannuell  Sonne  of  Mr.  Jno.  Pannuell 
deed  as  his  Act  8c  Deed  to  ye  Gentlemen  above  mentioned. 

“Test:  Robt.  Hutchinson  Clr.  Cur.  Accmk  Co.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack,  Va.,  Deed  ir  Will  Book, 
1664-1671,  page  85]: 

“Deed  from  Coll.  Edm.  Scarburgh  to  William  Burton,  for  Four  Thousand 
pds  of  Tobacco,  land  Lying  in  Accomack  County  in  a  forke  8c  Creeck  made  by 
two  branches  of  Niccowamson  at  Scarburgh  side  bounded  South  by  Arthur  Robins 
East  by  Watchaprengue  maine  Northerne  branch.” 

[Page  107]: 

“Indenture  from  Collonel  Edmund  Scarburgh  and  Mary  his  wife  to  Mrs. 
Ann  Toft,  Land  lying  in  Accomack  County  on  Gingoteague  Creeke  on  ye  South¬ 
ern,  on  ye  northerne  by  Swansucutts  Creek  for  the  consideration  of  Nine  thousand 
one  hundred  8c  one  pounds  of  Sugar  in  cask  8c  Sevean  hundred  and  Eight  pounds 
on  Indicoe,  Three  thousand  acres  of  land.” 

[Page  111]: 

“Deed  from  Coll.  Edm.  Scarburgh  to  Thomas  Hunt,  containing  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  lying  in  Accomack  County  in  Virginia  at  Mattomkin  North  east  by 
a  certain  creek  called  Nuswattux  Southeast  by  land  of  Thomas  Bagwell  Southwest 
by  Thomas  Bagwell.” 

[Accomac;  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Court  Order  Book  1666-70,  pages  76,  90,  92.]: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  the  8th  day  of  December  1668,  5th  day 
of  January  1668/1669  and  6th  of  January,  1668/1669. 

“Rich:  Buckland  acknowledged  Judgmt  for  ye  sume  of  Seaven  Thousand 
two  Hundred  8c  three  pds  of  tobb  8c  cask  due  to  Coll.  Edm.  Scarburgh.”  etc. 

“Edw.  Smith  at  Machapungo  acknowledged  Judgmt  for  the  sume  of  Two 
Thousand  one  Hundred  &:  fifty  pds  of  tobb  8c  cask  due  to  Coll.  Scarburgh.”  etc. 

“Wm.  Taylor  hath  acknowledged  himselfe  indebted  to  Coll.  Edm.  Scarburgh 
in  ye  sume  of  Thirty  One  Thousand  Two  Hundred  Fifty  three  pds  of  Tobb  8c 
Cask.”  etc. 
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[. Archives  of  Maryland ,  Vol.  5,  pp.  43,  44,  45;  Liber  A.  M.,  pages  15,  62,  63,  64]: 

1668  —  In  a  “List  of  Lands  Surveyed  and  entred  in  the  Office  of  Virginia  and 
Pattented  that  now  fall  in  Maryland 

“Pte  of  Edmond  Scarburgh  3000  Pattented” 

Edmond  Scarburgh  3000” 

“Articles  of  Agreement  between  Philip  Calvert  Esqr  Chancellor  of  Mary¬ 
land  deputed  by  the  honble  the  Governor  of  the  said  Province  to  treat  and 
Conclude  upon  the  Bounds  of  the  said  Provs  and  Col°  Edmund  Scarburgh 
his  Majestys  Surveyor  General  of  Virginia  Authorised  and  Commanded  to 
lay  out  the  Bounds  of  Virginia 

“1  Imprimis  It  is  agreed  that  all  Persons  who  have  Surveyed  or  Patented 
and  seated  Lands  on  the  Seaboard  Side  in  the  Right  of  Virginia  and  now  fallen 
within  the  f  [Pfirst]  divisional  Line  shall  enjoy  their  said  Lands  they  taking  a 
Patent  from  the  Lord  Proprietary  of  Maryland  and  within  seven  years  entring 
rights  in  the  said  Province  and  paying  the  half  fees  to  the  Surveyor  General  and 
full  fees  to  the  Secretary  and  Chancellor 

“2  Item  all  such  as  have  already  Pattented  any  Lands  in  right  of  Virginia 
in  any  other  place  within  the  Line  aforesaid  which  is  not  also  Pattented  in  Mary¬ 
land  shall  have  the  Priviledge  in  the  foregoing  Article  allowed  upon  such  terms 
as  in  the  said  Article  is  Expressed 

“3  Item  all  such  who  have  Pattented  and  seated  Lands  in  right  of  Virginia 
which  do  fall  within  the  Line  aforesaid  &  are  Pattented  likewise  in  Maryland  but 
not  seated  in  the  same  Right  shall  enjoy  the  same  unless  it  can  be  proved  they  have 
Seated  the  said  Lands  in  defiance  and  despite  of  the  said  Gov1  after  warning  Given 
provided  they  take  Patents  enter  rights  and  pay  Fees  as  in  the  first  article  is  agreed 
“4  Item  if  any  Land  shall  chance  to  be  pattented  only  in  right  of  Virginia 
for  which  there  is  also  a  Patent  in  Maryland  the  Patent  in  Maryland  shall  carry 
the  Land.  In  witness  whereof  the  said  Philip  Calvert  &  Edmund  Scarborough  have 
hereunto  set  their  hands  the  25th  day  of  June  1668 

“Signed 

“Philip  Calvert 
Edmond  Scarborough.” 

“Whereas  his  Royal  Majestys  Commission  to  the  Surveyor  Gen'  of  Virginia 
Commands  setting  out  the  Bounds  of  Virginia  with  a  Reference  to  his  Majestys 
honble  Governor  &  Council  of  Virginia  from  time  to  time  to  give  advice  and  Order 
for  directing  the  said  Surveyor  General  to  do  his  duty  appertaining  to  his  Office 
in  Order  thereunto  his  Majestys  honble  Governor  and  Council  have  by  Letter 
moved  the  honble  the  Lord  Baltimores  Lieu'  General  of  Maryland  to  appoint 
some  fitting  person  to  meet  upon  the  place  called  Watkins  Point  with  the  Surveyor 
General  of  Virginia  and  thence  to  run  the  divisionall  Line  to  the  Ocean  Sea  8cc 
the  honble  Philip  Calvert  Esqr  Chancellor  of  Maryland  being  fully  impowred  by 
the  honble  Lieutenant  General  of  Maryland  and  Edmund  Scarbrugh  his  Majestys 
Surveyor  General  of  Virginia  after  a  full  and  perfect  view  taken  of  the  point  of 
Land  made  by  the  North  side  of  Pocomoke  Bay  and  South  side  of  Anemessexs  Bay 
have  and  do  Conclude  the  same  to  be  Watkins  Point  from  which  said  Point  so 
Called  we  have  run  an  East  Line  agreable  with  the  extreamest  part  of  the  Western¬ 
most  Angle  of  the  said  Watkins  Point  over  Pocomoke  River  to  the  Land  near 
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Robert  Holstons  and  there  have  marked  Certain  Trees  which  are  so  Continued 
by  an  East  Line  Running  over  Swansecute  Creeke  into  the  Marsh  of  the  Sea  Side 
with  apparent  marks  and  Boundaries  which  by  our  mutual  Agreement  according 
to  the  qualifications  aforesaid  are  to  be  Received  as  the  Bounds  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Chesopeak  Bay  in  Conformation  of  which 
Concurrence  have  set  to  our  hands  and  Seals  this  25^'  day  of  June  1668 

“Signed  Philip  Calvert  [Seal] 

Edmund  Scarbrugh  [Seal]” 

[Archives  of  Maryland,  Vol.  5,  page  64;  Liber  A.  M.,  page  31]: 

Lord  Proprietary  of  Maryland,  Cecilius  Calvert,  on  March  21,  1669/70  wrote 
to  his  son,  Charles  Calvert,  Governor  of  Maryland,  to  make  good  all  articles  agreed 
upon  by  Philip  Calvert  and  Col.  Edmund  Scarburgh  about  lands. 

[Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  Vol.  9,  pages  g4,  95]: 

“In  1662  it  was  deemed  desirable  to  divide  Northampton  county,  and  an  act 
passed  the  House  of  Burgesses  for  that  purpose.  Accomack  selected  her  distin¬ 
guished  citizen,  Edmund  Scarburgh,  as  her  commissioner,  and  Northampton  chose 
Colonel  William  Waters  to  act  for  her;  and  the  line  between  the  two  counties  as 
it  now  stands  was  run  by  them. 

“Colonel  Edmund  Scarburgh  was  a  brilliant  young  man,  intellectually  the 
peer  of  any  man  in  Virginia.  Thoroughly  popular,  he  represented  the  Eastern 
Shore  in  the  House  of  Burgesses  for  many  years,  and  stood  high  in  favor  at  James 
City.  He  was  colonel  and  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  inhabitants  on  the  Eastern 
Shore,  and  surveyor-general  of  Virginia.  As  surveyor-general  of  Virginia  he  ran 
the  boundary  line  between  Virginia  and  Maryland.” 

[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  4,  at  page  416]: 

“To  all  to  whome  these  presents  shall  come  I  Sr.  John  Harvey  Kt.  Governer 
&c.  send  &c.  whereas  by  Instructions  &c.  Now  Know  yee  that  I  the  said  Sr.  John 
Harvey  Kt.  [a  relative  of  the  Scarboroughs]  doe  wth.  the  consent  of  the  councell  of 
State  accordingly  give  and  grannt  Unto  —  Edmund  Scarborough  twoe  hundred 
acres  of  land  situate  lying  and  being  in  the  Countie  of  Accomacke  at  a  baye  called 
Magaty  Baye  [where  Capt.  Edmond  Scarborough  and  Nathaniel  Littleton  lived  as 
neighbors]  Westerly  on  the  Baye  —  begining  at  a  marked  pine  tree  to  the  North¬ 
ward  of  a  place  called  the  Stages  and  soe  runing  along  the  baye  side  in  breadth 
Northerly  and  runing  Easterly  in  length  into  the  woods  The  said  twoe  hundred 
acres  of  land  being  due  unto  him  the  said  Edmund  Scarborough  as  followeth 
(Vizt.)  fiftie  acres  of  land  in  right  of  his  late  father  Capt.  Edmund  Scarborough 
and  fiftie  acres  in  right  and  for  the  psonall  Adventure  of  his  Mother  Hannah 
Scarborough  and  fiftie  acres  for  his  owne  psonall  Adventure  And  fiftie  acres  by 
and  for  the  transportacon  of  one  servant  called  Robert  Butter  [Butler]  into  this 
Colony  To  have  and  to  hold  &c.  Dated  the  18th  of  May  1637  Ut  inalys.” 
“SEAL  OF  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

VIRGINIA  I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a 

LAND  OFFICE.  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  office.  Wit¬ 

ness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  9th  day  of 
March,  1922. 

Jno.  W.  Richardson 

Exmd.  Register  of  the  Land  Office." 
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The  first  Land  granted  to  Edmond  Scarburg  in  Virginia  for  200  acres  was  Patented  to 
Col.  Edmund  Scarburgh  on  “Magaty  Baye”  on  May  18th,  1637,  by  Governor  Sir  John 
Harvey  Knight.  In  this  record,  a  certified  copy  of  which  has  been  given,  two  hundred  acres 
are  specified  as  due  him  in  right  of  his  late  father  Capt.  Edmund  Scarborough;  of  his  mother 
Hannah  Scarborough  for  her  personal  adventure;  for  his  own  personal  adventure,  and  for 
a  servant  man  called  Robert  Butter  [Butler]. 

This  grant  is  most  valuable  in  the  absence  of  a  will,  in  proving  the  parentage  of  Colonel 
Edmund  Scarborough  absolutely  and  that  he  came  in  with  his  parents.  Just  why  Captain 
Edmund  Scarburgh  did  not  take  up  this  land  himself  is  not  clear,  for  he  Avas  representing 
Northampton  County  in  the  House  of  Burgesses  as  early  as  1629. 

[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  1,  Vol.  2 ,  at  page  699]: 

“To  all  to  whome  these  prsents  shall  come  I  Sr.  Francis  Wyatt  Kt.  Governr. 
&c.  send  8cc.  whereas  &c.  Now  Know  yee  that  I  the  said  Sr.  Francis  Wyatt  Kt.  doe 
wth.  the  consent  of  the  Councell  of  State  accordingly  give  grannt  &  confirme  unto 
—  Edmond  Scarburgh  Six  hundred  acres  of  land  Scituate  lying  and  being  in  the 
Countie  of  Accomacke  (vizt)  three  hundred  acres  of  land  pte.  of  the  said  Six 
hundred  acres  of  land  begining  at  a  Cedar  Island  nigh  Gogg  on  the  Seaboard 
Side  thence  extending  South  South  West  toAvards  the  Land  formerly  belonging  to 
John  Neale  and  runing  North  North  west  into  the  Avoods  The  other  three  hundred 
acres  of  land  being  on  the  bay  Side  begining  at  the  Southermost  Side  of  John 
Jenkin  his  Land  thence  extending  Southerly  alongst  the  bay  Side  to  the  now 
inhabited  Land  of  the  said  Edmund  Scarburgh  and  runing  Easterly  into  the  Avoods. 
The  Said  Six  hundred  acres  of  Land  being  due  unto  him  the  Said  Edmund  Scar¬ 
burgh  as  followeth  (vizt)  One  hundred  acres  for  the  psonall  Adventure  ofhimselfe 
and  his  Avife  Mary  and  the  other  five  hundred  acres  of  Land  —  by  and  for  the  trans- 
portacon  of  his  owne  pper  costs  &  charges  of  tenn  psons  into  this  Colony  Avhose 
names  are  in  the  records  menconed  Under  this  pattent  To  have  and  to  hold  &c. 
Dated  the  third  day  of  August  Anno  Domi.  1640. 

“Edmund  Scarburgh  Mary  his  Avife  John,  Katherine,  Alice  Vanlx.  Eliz: 

Mathin  John  Wright  Robert  Butler  Edward  Agard  Thomas  Orchard 

Henry  Tomlin  Jonathan  Lewis  Edward  Jennis. 

“This  pattent  is  renewed  in  the  name  of  the  said  Scarburgh  the  xth 
Aprill  1644  by  Sr.  William  Berkeley  and  450  acres  added  unto  it. 

“Test—  Samll.  Abbott  Cl.” 

“SEAL  OF  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

VIRGINIA  I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a 

LAND  OFFICE.  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  office.  Wit¬ 

ness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  10th  day 
of  November,  1922. 

A.  S.  Hodnett 
Acting  Register  of  the  Land 
Office.” 

These  have  been  copied  at  length  to  show  the  importance  of  this  man  whose  indis¬ 
pensable  aid  helped  to  keep  the  Colony  safe  and  to  build  a  sound  Government,  and  whose 
great  value  Gov.  Berkeley  recognized. 

Col.  Edmund2  Scarburgh  is  listed  through  his  life  as  managing  his  indentured  servants 
and  those  Avho  had  committed  misdemeanors  against  him  and  his  property,  Avith  compassion, 
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and  this  has  been  proven  by  many  court  records  of  Accomack  and  Northampton  Counties, 
copies  of  which  the  compiler  has  before  her.  In  one  of  the  Accomack  Court  Books  of  the 
period  beginning  with  his  annoying  experiences  in  court,  there  are  many  pages  missing, 
evidently  removed,  cleanly  cut  with  a  penknite,  which  condition  was  pointed  out  to  the 
compiler  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,  Mr.  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  now  deceased.  These  articles 
apparently  revealed  the  names  of  his  so-called  enemies  and  their  guilt. 

Col.  Edmund  Scarborough  died  between  March  2 2,  1671,  and  May  23,  that  year,  as 
proved  by  the  letters  of  Governor  Sir  Wm.  Berkeley,  Knight,  to  Secretary  Lord  Arlington 
in  London. 

O11  July  19,  1671,  at  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  “the  Administrator”  [no  name] 
of  Coll.  Edmund  Scarburg  is  mentioned.  Court  Orders  etc.  —  1671-79,  page  11. 

Mary  “Scarburg”,  the  wife  of  Col  Edmund  Scarborough  is  said  in  Crozier’s  Virginia 
Heraldica,  page  38,  to  have  been  Mary  Littleton,  daughter  of  Col.  Nathaniel  Littleton  and 
Ann  Southey  his  wife;  also  in  Wise’s  History  of  Col.  John  Wise  and  His  Descendants ,  chart 
opposite  page  36,  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  compiler  that  she  was  the  sister  of  Col. 
Nathaniel  Littleton  and  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Littleton  of  Henley,  Shropshire,  and  his 
wife  Mary  Walter. 

Mrs.  Ann  (Southey)  Littleton  calls  “Littleton  Scarburg”  her  Godson,  in  her  Will,  and 
leaves  him  a  legacy  of  sheep.  This  was  in  the  year  1656,  as  recorded  in  Volume  7  &  8,  page 
24,  Clerk’s  Olhce,  Eastville,  Northampton  County,  Virginia.  In  the  absence  of  proof  to  the 
contrary  Mary  Littleton  is  accepted  as  the  wife  of  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough.  That  she  was 
seven  years  his  senior  is  proven  by  a  deposition  made  by  her  on  July  20th,  1675,  that  she 
was  then  “about  65  years  old”.  This  would  put  her  birth  date  in  1610.  Mary  Scarborough 
outlived  her  husband  twenty  years. 

[Accomack  County  Records,  Accomac,  Va.,  Orders  167 9- 1676,  page  30]: 

“Att  a  Gen11  Court  held  at  James  Citty  the  17th  day  of  June,  1675.  Recorded 
July  20th,  1675. 

“Mary  Scarburgh  aged  65  years  or  thereabouts  saith  that  to  the  best  of  my 
remembrance  sometime  in  January  or  February,  ’72  I  was  present  in  Company 
with  Jno.  West  8c  James  Fowkes  when  ye  sd  West  bought  Mr.  Fowkes  Sloope”  etc. 

“Mary  Scarburgh.” 

[Note:  Undoubtedly,  in  my  opinion,  the  above  deponent  was  Mary,  wife  of  Col.  Edmund 
Scarburgh,  and  that  the  John  West  named  was  her  son-in-law  and  husband  of  her  daughter 
Matilda  (Scarburgh)  West.  Charles  A.  Hoppin.] 

All  descendants  of  Mary  and  Edmund  Scarborough  had  children  by  the  name  of  Littleton, 
even  Henry  Ayres  who  married  Comfort  Scarborough,  daughter  of  Matthew  Scarborough, 
the  Puritan,  in  Somerset  Co.,  Md. 

t 

[Calendar  of  Colonial  State  Papers,  1669-1674,  page  187]: 

“March  22,  1671,  Governor  Sir  William  Berkeley  wrote  to  the  committee  of 
Trade  and  Plantations  and  explained  his  conduct  in  reference  to  a  business  that 
concerned  one  Farvacks  [Fairfax],  in  London,  Merchant,  and  one  Scarborough, 
a  planter  in  this  colony,  which  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Duke  of  York  had  com¬ 
manded  the  Governor  to  review;  that  he  could  not  give  a  new  hearing  to  Scar¬ 
borough,  nor  would  the  Governor’s  duty  suffer  him  to  let  His  Royal  Highness’ 
mediation  be  alltogether  ineffectual  being  the  first  that  ever  he  received  from 
His  Royal  Llighness  of  this  nature.  Had  retarded  the  execution  ready  to  be  issued 
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in  Scarborough’s  sailing  for  one  year  to  give  time  to  his  brother  Sir  Charles 
Scarborough  to  produce  anything  to  their  Lordships  that  might  alleviate 
his  brothers  debt  in  equity,  Hoped  this  would  not  be  too  severly  censured  by  their 
Lordships.” 

[ Calendar  of  Colonial  State  Papers,  1669-1674,  page  220]: 

“May  23,  1 67 1 ,  Governor  Sir  William  Berkeley  wrote  to  Secretary,  Lord 
Arlington.  Since  his  last  letter  Scarborough  is  dead,  but  assured  His  Lordship  he 
had  secured  the  estate  of  Scarborough  for  Fairfax  (sic)  who  would  now  sooner 
have  his  debt  than  if  Scarborough  had  been  living.  Begged  that  the  place  of  Sur¬ 
veyor  General  of  Virginia,  formerly  held  by  Col.  Scarborough  might  be  confirmed 
to  his  (the  Governor’s)  wife’s  brother  Culpepper.” 

Note:  Throughout  his  life,  according  to  the  records  on  file,  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough  had 
discharged  all  indebtedness  excepting  the  one  which  was  in  course  of  transaction  with 
Fairfax,  who  had  preferred  obtaining  the  estate  in  canceling  the  debt  due  him. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills  &  Deeds  etc., 
Book  1682-1697,  page  228]: 

WILL  OF  MARY  SCARBURGH,  1691. 

“Att  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  December  ye  15th,  1691. 

“In  the  name  of  God  —  Amen;  I  Mary  Scarburgh  now  Resident  at  ye  house 
of  Anthony  West  at  Merrey  Branch  being  of  Sound  mind  and  memory  thanks  be 
to  God  doe  make  and  ordayne  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and 
forme  following: 

“First  —  I  comend  my  Soule  into  the  hands  of  my  Redeemer  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ  hoping  by  his  meritts  &  passion  to  rest  into  mercy.  My  body  I  comend 
to  the  earth  from  whence  it  came  to  be  buried  as  my  Executors,  hereinafter  named 
shall  think  fitt: 

“And  as  to  my  worldly  Estate  that  God  in  his  Mercy  has  bestowed  on  me  I 
dispose  of  the  same  in  manner  and  forme  following: 

“Imprm.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  grandson  Anthony  West  and  the  heires 
of  his  body  for  ever  to  say  after  his  and  his  wifes  death  to  revert  to  his  now  Dafter 
Mattilda  and  what  other  children  he  shall  have  by  his  now  wife: 

“I  mean  my  two  slaves  named  Lingo  &  Mole  an  Indian  Woman  and  her 
increase  for  ever  only  the  first  child  she  shall  have  I  give  as  a  Legacy  to  Matilda 
the  dafter  of  Anthony  West  and  if  it  should  so  happen  after  the  death  of  Anth. 
West  and  his  wife  that  his  children  aforesd.  should  Dey  alsoe  that  then  my  will 
is  that  my  said  Slaves  and  their  increase  shall  revert  and  be  ye  proper  Intrust  and 
Estate  of  ye  Children  surviveing  my  Dafter  Matilda  West  and  her  heirs  forever: 

'‘Item  —  I  give  unto  my  son  Charles  Scarburgh  his  billes  and  the  money  due 
thereon: 

“Item  —  I  give  unto  my  Dafter  Tabitha  Custis  a  large  bible  now  in  her 
custody: 

“Item  —  I  give  unto  my  son  Edm.  Scarburg  a  large  bible  and  a  Booke  Noe 
Cross  Noe  Crowne  now  in  his  Custody: 

“Item  —  I  give  a  Silver  porringer  to  my  Grandson  Edm.  Scarburgh  the  son 
of  my  Son  Edm.  not  to  be  delivered  till  he  comes  to  ye  age  of  twelve  years: 
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“Item  —  I  give  unto  my  Grand  dafter  Mary  West  my  best  Beade  and  all 

furniture  thereunto  belonging  as  now  in  youse  for  my  own  service  and  allso  an 

Iron  Pott: 

“Item  —  I  give  to  my  Grand  dafter  Tabitha  Custis  my  beade  pan: 

“Item  —  I  give  all  my  other  Estate  of  what  nature  and  Kind  Soever  to  my 

dafter  Matilda  West  and  Anthony  West  whome  I  doe  hereby  appoint  and  consti¬ 
tute  Executors  of  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testemt  and  my  earnest  desire  and  will 
is  that  my  dafter  Matilda  and  Grandson  Anthony  West  my  sd  Execut’s  of  this  my 
will  to  see  ye  same  to  be  duley  and  truley  executed  and  truley  and  fully  pformed 
and  that  the  before  recited  Legacies  given  to  my  respective  children  before  named 
shall  barr  them  all  8c  every  one  of  them  of  all  or  aney  farther  clame  that  they  may 
or  can  pretend  to  aney  of  my  estate  in  conformation  thereof  I  have  hereunto  sett 
my  hand  and  seale  dated  this  14th.  day  of  June  1691. 

ye  seal 

“Mary  Scarburg”  . 

“M  S  her  mark” 

“Signed  Sealed  &  Delivered  in  present  of  us 

James  Alexander,  Edward  Marten,  his  mark,  Tully  Robinson,  Sep.  30,  1691, 
Richard  Bailey  [Bayley]  Junr.” 

“Whereas  I  Mary  Scarburgh  have  in  this  my  above  and  within  written  will 
bequasted  to  my  Son  Charles  Scarburgh  his  obligation  for  money  due  thereon  to 
me  and  for  that  he  doeth  in  this  my  Languishing  Sickness  Sc  weake  condicon 
neglect  to  performe  that  Duty  owing  to  me  and  incumbent  on  him  to  performe 
Doe  therefore  for  the  Reason  aforesd.  disanul  deny  and  holly  obliterate  in  my 
said  Will  all  and  every  thing  or  things  gifts  or  other  bequests  unto  or  relating  to 
ye  said  Charles  Scarburgh  my  Son  and  my  will  is  yt  my  sd.  Son  doe  honestly  pay  all 
and  every  som  or  soms  of  money  that  is  due  to  me  8:  on  ye  before  mentioned  obligacon 
or  otherwise  to  my  before  named  Execut’rs  of  this  my  last  will  namely  my  Daughter 
Matilda  West  8c  my  Grand  Son  Anthony  West  oute  of  which  debt  I  onely  Give 
unto  my  sd  Son  Charles  Scarburgh  as  a  Legasey  tenn  Shillings  which  sum  I  give  in 
full  to  him  and  to  bar  him  of  any  further  Clame  or  Right  to  aney  part  of  my  Estate 
for  conformacon  hereof  as  my  last  Will  and  apendix  thereunto  I  sett  my  hand  & 
seale  this  18th.  day  of  October  1691. 

“Mary  Scarburgh”  (Seal) 

“Signed,  Sealed  8c  delivered  in  presence  of  us 

John  West  Jun.,  Alexander  West,  Edward  Martin  (his  marke) 

“The  above  8c  wthin  last  will  and  Testament  of  Mrs.  Mary  Scarburgh  Proved 
in  open  Cort  of  Accomack  County  December  ye  15th  1691  by  ye  corporall  oaths 
of  Edward  Martin  8c  Tully  Robinson  as  also  ye  apendix  underwritten  annexed  to 
ye  sd  will  was  likewise  proved  by  ye  oaths  of  John  West  Jun’r  and  Edward  Martin 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Teste  Jno.  Washbourne  Clk.  Cur. 

Co.  Accomk.” 

Heed  this  ere  you  err: 

“Don’t  leave  your  Mother 

When  her  hair  turns  gray; 

Remember  that  she  nursed  you 
When  I  was  far  away.” 
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THIRD  GENERATION 

Matilda  Scarborough  the  daughter  of  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough  and  Mary  his  wife,  is 
first  mentioned  in  the  Virginia  records  in  the  following  gift  of  Cattle  for  her  use  to  Mr. 
Edward  Dowglas.  It  is  recorded  in  Volume  4,  page  57,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton 
County,  Virginia,  as  follows: 

“April  10,  1650  —  By  these  presents  I  Edmund  Scarburgh  doe  deliver  to  Mr. 
Edward  Dowglas  one  mare  foie  which  is  delivered  to  ye  said  Mr.  Dowglas  (as  feoffe 
in  trust  for  Matilda  Scarburgh)  To  remayne  for  ever.  Witnes  my  hand  this  10th 
of  April,  1650. 

“Edm.  Scarburgh” 

“Witness  — 

Jno.  Pott.” 

Matilda  was  daughter  of  Scarburgh  and  so  designated  in  the  index. 

[Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  4, 
at  page  35]: 

“Tabitha  &  Matilda  “To  all  &c.  Whereas  &c.  Now  Knoe  ye  that  I 

Scarburgh  3500  the  said  Edward  Diggs  Esq.  &c.  give  and  grant  unto 

Acres  Tabitha  and  Matilda  Scarburgh,  Three  thousand 

Exmd.  five  hundred  Acres  of  Land  Situate  in  Northamp¬ 

ton  County  lying  on  the  North  and  South  sides  of  Deep  Creek  and  extending  to 
the  heads  of  the  Main  branches  also  including  all  the  Necks  and  branches  on  the 
North  and  South  sides  of  the  said  Deep  Creek,  together  with  the  Marsh  ground 
adjoining.  The  said  Land  being  due  unto  the  said  Tabitha  and  Matilda  Scarburgh 
by  and  for  the  Transportation  of  Seventy  Persons  into  this  Colony  R:c.  To  Have 
and  To  Hold  &c.  Yielding  and  Paying  &c.  Which  Payment  is  to  be  made  &c.  dated 

the  27th.  of  March  1656.  Tony, . Ufoler,  Acquera  Ambe,  Aura,  Angora, 

Ap  Ottome  Monafunk  Eare,  Nelson  Margaretta,  Monque  Veco,  Ogormle  Werrye 
Assone  Ottome  Tubuns,  Tabortha,  Ianna,  Omma  Tary  Sonara,  Tomora  Sango 
Croila  Iurna  Rommo,  Wingoe  Elloren  Code,  Marrom  Roundeles  Ichar  Angos 
Wortells  Crumer  Dondo  Dony,  Johney,  Negroes  Macknilliam  Aunde.  Thomas, 
Jane  O.  Tire,  Frorell  OGley,  Murcell  Jones,  Horly  Kanny,  Orsell  Derry,  Nella 
O.  Lanny,  Morris  Kiffe,  John  Ockmond,  Wm.  Mory,  Wm.  Gowsey,  ]ony  Wallon, 
Donio  John,  Fra.  Smalenell,  Calleat  Moore,  Morley  Morry,  Hareo  Kennell,  Mut¬ 
ton  Wrist,  John  O.  William,  Morcop  Waffield,  Henry  Carey,  Tirish  Morgon, 
Undell  Sley,  Glannell  Lerry,  Cillina  Clinn,  Dollo  O.  Melle  — Gwalle  O.  Loffe, 
Romor  Wicke.” 

SEAL  OF  “LAND  OFFICE,  RICHMOND,  VA. 

VIRGINIA  I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true 

LAND  OFFICE  copy  from  the  records  of  this  office.  Witness  my 

hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  gth  day  of  March, 
1922 

Jno.  W.  Richardson 
Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 

Matilda  Scarborough  married  Lt.  Colonel  John  West  sometime  after  the  year  1656, 
as  on  March  27,  1656  there  was  granted  to  Tabitha  and  Matilda  Scarburg,  3500  acres  of  land 
on  Deep  Creek,  Northampton  County,  Virginia,  jointly,  as  given  in  the  certified  copy  of 


' 

. 


. 

).  "<  t 


)l  !)(!'/! 


300 


SCARBURGH 


Patent  before.  In  the  year  1704  Matilda  West  and  Tabitha  Hill  drew  up  an  article  of  agree¬ 
ment  dividing  this  land  granted  to  them  “27th  of  March  1656  by  the  name  of  Tabitha 
Scarburg  now  Tabitha  Hill  and  Matilda  Scarburg  now  Matilda  West.”  It  will  be  seen  that 
in  the  Will  of  her  mother  Mary  Scarburgh,  already  given,  that  she  is  called  “my  daughter 
Matilda  West”  and  Lt.  John  West  in  his  Will  1703  calls  his  wife  “Matilda”-  all  of  which  data 
identify  her. 

There  is  a  deposition  of  John  West  (afterwards  her  husband)  dated  January  28,  1658, 
in  which  he  calls  Charles  Scarburgh  his  “brother  in  law”,  and  says  he  married  Katharine  the 
wife  of  Ralph  Barlow  deceased.  Volume  7,  page  31,  Clerks  Office,  Eastville,  Noithainpton 
County,  Virginia.  [Charles  Scarburgh  had  first  married  Ann  West,  the  sister  of  Katharine]. 

In  his  Will  Anthony  West,  father  of  Lt.  Col.  John  West,  in  1652  mentions  his  daughter 
Barlow  and  Mrs.  Ann  West,  his  widow,  made  a  deed  of  gift  “for  affection  I  bear  toward  my 
well  beloved  grandchild  Ralph  Benony  Barlow,  a  Sowe,  and  after  his  death  to  his  mother 
my  Daughter  Barlowe”. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills  &c  Book , 
1692-1J15,  page  300]: 

“Articles  of  agreement  Indented  made  covenanted  concluded  and  Agreed 
upon  the  6th  day  of  March  1704  And  in  the  third  year  of  the  Reign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lady  Ann  by  the  grace  of  God  Queen  of  England  8cc  Between  Tabitha 
Hill  of  Accomack  County  in  the  Collony  of  Virginia  widow  of  ye  one  part  And 
Matilda  West  of  the  same  county  widow  of  the  other  part  In  mannr,  &  form  follow¬ 
ing  That  is  to  say  first  whereas  sd.  Tabitha  Hill  by  the  name  of  Tabitha  Scarburgh 
And  Matilda  West  by  the  name  of  Matilda  Scarburgh  had  a  pattent  Granted  them 
in  Joyntency  —  Wch  pattent  bears  date  ye  27th  day  of  March  1656  for  Three 
Thousand  five  Hundred  Acres  of  Land  in  Accomack  County  lying  on  the  North 
&  South  sides  of  Deep  Creek  &  extending  to  the  heads  of  ye  maine  Branches  also 
Including  all  the  necks  8c  Branches  on  the  North  8c  South  sides  of  Deep  Creek 
together  with  ye  Marsh  ground  Adjoining  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  ye  aforesd 
pattent  relacon  being  thereunto  had  8c  whereas  it  is  Mutually  Agreed  by  8c  Between 
the  sd  parties  to  these  presents  that  a  Division  thereof  shall  be  made  8c  for  ever 
Remain  between  them.  Now  this  Indenture  Witnesseth  that  the  sd  Tabitha  8c 
Matilda  have  agreed  And  it  is  hereby  Mutually  Agreed  by  8c  between  the  sd  parties 
to  these  presents  yt  ye  Intent  purpose  8c  true  meaning  in  that  the  sd  Tabitha  Hill 
shall  stand  Seized  to  her  8c  her  heirs  And  Assigns  for  ever  in  fee  simple  without 
any  Limitacon  or  Restriction  of  8c  in  all  that  part  or  Divission  of  the  sd.  Land 
Scituate  Lying  8c  being  on  the  North  side  of  Deep  Creek  8c  ye  North  side  of  the 
Northern  maine  Blanche  thereof  And  that  the  sd  Matilda  West  shall  stand  seized 
to  her  8c  her  heirs  8c  assigns  for  ever  in  fee  simple  without  any  Limitacon  or  Restric¬ 
tion  of  8c  in  all  that  part  of  divission  of  the  sd  Land  Scituate  lying  8c  being  on  the 
South  side  of  Deep  Creek  and  ye  South  Side  of  ye  Northern  main  Branch  thereof 
So  that  ye  sd  Matilda  West  nor  her  heirs  nor  none  by  from  or  under  her  or  them 
shall  have  any  Right  title  or  Interest  in  or  to  any  part  or  parcell  of  ye  sd  land  or 
Marsh  on  the  North  side  of  Deep  Creek  and  ye  North  side  of  the  Northern  maine 
Branch  thereof  but  forever  to  be  excluded  8c  Debarred.  And  the  sd  Tabitha 
Hill*  nor  her  heirs  nor  none  by  from  or  under  her  or  them  shall  have  any  Right 
Title  or  Interest  in  or  to  any  part  or  parcell  of  the  sd  Land  or  Marsh  on  ye  south 


•  Tabithai  Scarborough  was  the  widow  of  her  4th  husband.  Col.  Edward  Hill  of  “Shirley”  on  the  James,  and  not 
widow  of  Richard  Hill  of  Hunting  Creek,  as  given  on  her  portrait  in  the  Tiffany  Collection  at  Charlottesville,  Va. 
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side  of  Deep  Creek  and  the  south  side  of  the  Northern  Maine  Branche  thereof 
but  for  ever  to  be  Excluded  k  Debarred  &  that  ye  sd  Deep  Creek  8:  ye  Northern 
main  Branch  thereof,  Shall  for  ever  be  the  Division  between  ye  sd  parties  be  the 
Quantities  of  land  &  Marsh  more  or  less  on  the  South  &  North  sides  thereof. 

“In  witness  hereof  the  parties  above  mentioned  have  Interchangeably  set  their 
hands  &  seals  the  day  &  year  above  written. 

“Signed  Sealed  8c  Delivered  in  the  “Matilda  West  ( - )  ” 

presents  of  us 
Anthony  West 
Thomas  Ward. 

“The  within  written  was  acknowledged  in  open  Court  of  Accomack  County 
by  Madm.  Matilda  West  as  her  act  8c  deed  March  ye  6th  1704. 

“Teste  Robt.  Snead  Cl:  Cur.  Cuon.  Accomack.” 

Note:  Henrietta  Dawson  (Ayres)  Sheppard  is  a  direct  descendant  from  this  line  through 
both  her  Mother  and  Father  in  the  seventh  generation. 


DESCENT  FROM  JOHN  SCARBURGH  of  NORTH  WALSHAM,  CO. 

NORFOLK,  ENGLAND. 

FOURTEEN  GENERATIONS. 

I.  John  Scarburgh  of  North  Walsham,  co.  Norfolk,  England,  married  . 

II.  Henry  Scarburgh  of  North  Walsham,  co.  Norfolk,  England,  married  Margaret 

III.  John  Scarburgh  of  North  Walsham,  co.  Norfolk,  England,  married  Maud 

IV.  Henry  Scarburgh  (Skarburghe)  of  North  Walsham,  co.  Norfolk,  England,  married 

Elizabeth  . 

V.  Capt.  Edmond  Scarburgh,  Gent.,  born  in  England,  came  to  Accomack  Co.,  Va., 

married  Hannah  . 

VI.  Col.  Edmund  Scarburgh  of  Nn.-Acco. Counties,  Va.,  married  Mary  Littleton. 

VII.  Lieut.  Col.  John  West  married  Matilda  Scarborough.  See  West  Manuscript. 

VIII.  Frances  West  married  Richard2  Kellam.  See  Kellam  Manuscript. 

IX.  Jonathan  Kellam  married  Esther  Hornsby. 

X.  Argol  Kellam  married  . 

XI.  Margaret  Kellam  married  John  Johnson.  See  Johnson  Manuscript. 

XII.  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.  See  Ayres  Manu¬ 

script. 

XIII.  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  married  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manu¬ 

script. 

XIV.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard 

Manuscript. 
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SCARBOROUGH 


John  Scarburgh  of  North  Walsham^^ 
Co.  Norfolk,  England.  Will  dat.  22 
Apr.  1472,  pvd.  11  May  1473.  Buried  in 
Churchyard  of  Parish  Church  of 
North  Walsham. 


=Wife  living  at  date  of  husband’s 
will,  1472.  No  name  given. 


Henry  Scarburgh  of  North= 
Walsham,  Co.  Norfolk,  England. 


John  Scarburgh  of  North=  - 
Walsham,  Co.  Norfolk,  England. 
Will  pvd.  1540. 


Henry  Scarburgh  (Henrye  Skarburghe)^ 
called  "The  Elder"  in  his  will;  of  North 
Walsham,  Co.  Norfolk,  England;  born 
1521,  will  dat.  5  Sept.  1605,  pvd.  at 
Norwich,  11  Jan.  1605/6. 


zMargaret  .  George  Agnes  married 

died  1538.  Scarburgh.  .  Well. 

-Maud  . 

=Elizabeth  . .  Robert  Scarburgh  (Skarburghe),= 

living  1614/5,  ar*d  Salter.  Will  dat.  July  20,  1564;  pvd 
mentioned  in  son  Aug.  11,  1564. 

Henry’s  will. 


Elene  married 
.  Wellys. 


=Ursula 


Capt.  Edmond--  - 
Scarburgh,  Gent., 
born  abt.  1588, 
came  to  Acco.  Co., 
Va.  before  1629. 
Died  between  Apr. 
18,  1634  and  Jan.  9, 
1635,  prob.  in 
England. 


rHannah 

. . 

married  in 
England. 


I 

Henry  Scarburgh, 
will  dat.  i  Feb. 
1614/15,  pvd.  9  Sept. 
1617,  married  Mary 
Humberstone. 


I 

Mary  Scarburgh, 
living  1614/15  married 
Theophilus  Harvye. 


Elizabeth  Scarburgh, 
married  Eusebius 
Harvy. 


I 

John 


Henry 


Samuel 


John  I 
Mary 


Mary 

mar. 

....  Gurny. 


I 

Henry 


Susan 


I 

Elizabeth 

mar. 

Mayetson. 


Suzan  or  Susan,  William 

mar.  Thomas 

Pycroft.  Mary 

_J _ 

I  I 

Elizabeth  Thomas 


Anne 


John, 

living 

1614/5. 


Agnes,  mar. 
Richard  Thurkell. 


I 

Col.  Edmund  = 
Scarborough  of 
Nn.-Acco. 
Counties,  Va., 
2nd  son.  Bapt. 
St.  Martin-in- 
the-Fields, 
London, 
England,  Oct.  2 
1617.  Granted 
land  in  Acco. 
Co.,  Va.  1635. 
Surveyor- 
General  of  Va. 
1655. 


-Mary,  dau.  of 
Sir  Edward 
Littleton, 
sister  of  Col. 
Nathaniel 
Littleton, 
born  1610. 
Will  dat.  18 
Oct.  1691, 
pvd.  15  Dec. 
1691. 


Sir  Charles,  - = 

Scarborough,  bapt. 
Dec.  29,  1615,  died 
Feb.  26,  1693/4, 
bur.  Cranford 
(Canford),  Middx., 
Eng.  Physician  to 
Chas.  II.,  Jas.  II.,  & 
William  and  to  the 
Tower  of  London. 


=Mary 
Daniel, 
dau.  of 
Thomas 
Daniel. 


Hannah, 
mar.  Judge 
John  Wise. 


Catherine 
(Katherine), 
2nd  wife  of 
Randall 
Revell. 


I 

Henry  S., 
merchant  of 
London, 
living  1656. 


Issue: 

This  line  not 
carried  out. 


I 

Charles 
Scarborough, 
died  1702, 
married 
Katharine(?) 
Bennett,  dau. 
of  Gov. 
Richard 
Bennett. 


(1)  Col.  John= 
Smart,  brother 
of  Col.  Wm. 
Smart,  born  in 
Bristol,  Eng. 


=Tabitha 

Scarborough  I,  born 
1640,  will  dat.  23 
Aug.  1717,  pvd.  7 
Jan.  1717/18; 


Lieut.  Col.  John - 

West,  b.  in  Va.  circa 
1638-9,  will  dat.  6 
Feb.  1702,  pvd.  3 
Aug.  1703. 


mar.  2nd,  Devereux  Brown, 
circa  1659  —  child,  Edward 
Brown,  d.  1678.* 
mar.  3rd,  Maj.  John  Custis  I,  of 
"Arlington",  before  1674. 
mar.  4th,  Col.  Edw.  Hill  of 
"Shirley”  on  the  James  in  1696. 


^Matilda 
Scarborough,  b. 
1644,  mar.  after 
1656,  died  Jan.  3, 
1721. 


I 

Capt.  Edmund 
Scarborough, 

Jr- 


See 

West  Manuscript. 


See 

Smart- Whittington 
Manuscript. 


I 

Littleton  Scarborough, 
died  without  issue. 


Henry 

Scarborough. 


[•Edward  Brown  married  Martha  .  of  London.  He  was  captured  and  killed  by  the  Turks  in  Turkey.  His 

widow  married,  2nd,  Mathew  Trim,  who  lived  in  London  and  sold  "Fairview”  to  George  Nicholas  Hack,  29  Aug. 
1699.  (Ref.  Lancaster  Co.,  Va.  Record  Book,  No.  VII,  page  179.)] 
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[T/itf  Visitation  of  London,  1633-4,  Vol.  II,  page  338,  published  Harleian  Society,  1883]: 


"Anthony  West  of  Aughton  in  Com.  York= 


“Francis  West  of; 
London  gent. 


=Alice  da.  of  John  Cheney 
of  London  —[License  to 
many  23  Aug.  1594.  - 
London  Marriages,  column  1438]. 


"Francis  West; 
of  London 
gent,  eld* 
son  liveing 
a°  1634. 


=Alice  da.  of 
Blase  Carrell 
of  London 
Merchant. 


2  Robert. 


I 

3  Samuell. 


“Francis  West 
eldest  son 
&  heir. 


2  George. 


I 

3  Charles. 


FFRA.  WEST  Junior." 


The  exact  reproduction  of  these  arms  was  found  on  the  tombstone  of  Major  Charles 
West,  in  Onancock,  Va.,  who  died  Feb.  28,  1757,  great-grandson  of  Anthony  West  of  James¬ 
town  and  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia. 

“Arms:— Argent,  on  a  fesse  dancette  sable,  three  leopards’  faces  jessant  de 
lis,  or.”  [Crozier’s  Virginia  County  Records ,  Virginia  Heraldica,  Vol.  V,  page  48]. 

“Arms:— WEST.  Virginia.  Anthony  West,  1622.  Argent,  on  a  fesse  dancettee 
sable,  three  leopards’  faces  jessant-de-lis  or.”  [Crozier’s  General  Armory,  page  135]. 

These  Arms  were  confirmed  by  the  well-known  Mr.  Thomas  Teackle  Upshur,  Clerk  of 
the  Court  of  Northampton  County,  Virginia,  and  genealogist,  whose  description  corresponds 
exactly  with  that  of  the  Visitation  of  London.  He  stated:  “Arms— A  fesse  dancette  with  three 
points  placed  between  three  Leopard’s  faces  jessant  de  lis.” 

You  will  notice  the  fesse  dancette  is  in  the  form  of  the  letter  “W”,  and  the  fesse  dancette 
is  the  same  feature  of  the  Lord  de  la  Warr  Arms,  plus  his  additional  quarterings. 

THE  WEST  ANCESTRY. 

ANTHONY  WEST  the  first  of  his  line  in  Virginia,  is  entered  “In  a  Muster  of  those 
that  live  at  Mr.  Treasurer’s  Plantation”  as— 

“Anthony  West  in  ‘The  James’  1622”— [Hotten’s  The  Original  Lists  of  Persons 
of  Quality,  1600-1700,  p.  235]. 

He  is  again  listed  as  living  in  Virginia  on  February  16,  1623,  [Hotten’s,  The  Original 
Lists  of  Persons  of  Quality,  1600-iyoo,  p.  175],  at  James  City,  [West  and  Shirley  Hundred] 
where  the  Lords  de  la  Warr  Wests  had  their  homes:  Sir  Thomas;  Capt.  Francis,  Acting  Gov- 
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ernor;  John  West,  Muster  Master  General  and  Acting  Governor;  and  Nathaniel  West,  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Council,  from  whom  De  la  Warr  Benjamin  Easter  was  descended.  Professor  Easter 
died  while  occupying  the  Chair  of  Romance  Languages  at  Washington  and  Lee  University. 
He  was  married  to  the  compiler’s  sister,  Sarah  Bayne  Ayres,  being  her  second  husband.  This 
reference  to  the  Lords  De  la  Warr  Wests  has  been  inserted  because  of  Mrs.  Easter,  and  be¬ 
cause  it  is  generally  thought,  although  not  proven,  that  Anthony  W  est  ol  Yorkshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  must  have  had  his  origin  from  one  of  the  same  family. 

Anthony  West  does  not  appear  as  holding  Public  Office,  but  the  following  is  an  early 

record  ol  his  activity: 

[Virginia  State  Library — Minutes  of  the  Council  and  General  Court  of  Colonial 
Virginia,  page  80] : 

“John  Southeme  sworne  and  Examined  sayeth,  1  hat  he  was  Inspecting  some 
Accounts  for  Mrs.  Rowsley,  at  wth  tyme  she  was  very  sicke,  And  among  other 
writeings  Anthony  West  his  indenture  came  to  his  hande,  wch  Indenture  Mrs. 
Rowsley  willed  this  deponent  to  give  her,  sayinge,  I  will  laye  it  by,  for  I  will  give 
him  his  Indentures  &  sett  him  free. 

“Henry  Menefre,  Merchant,  sworne  and  ex.  sayeth  yt  he  was  in  place  at  Mr 
Rowsleys  howse  wth  Capt  Samson,  Mr  Rich:  Bass  when  Mrs.  Rowsley  did  sett  An¬ 
thony  West  free  and  delivered  his  Indenture  to  Capt.  Samson  to  Cary  into  Eng¬ 
land  to  his  ffriends. 

“Uppon  the  Testimoneys  above  recorded  the  Court  doth  order  that  Anthony 
West  shall  have  his  ffreedom,  and  his  passe  to  England. 

“A  Courte  held  The  XIJ  daye  of  December,  1625,  being  psent 
“Sr  ffrancis  Wyatt  Knight  Governor  8cc. 

Capt.  Ralph  Hamer 
Capt.  Roger  Smith 
Mr.  William  Cleybourne. 

“Anthony  West  sworne  and  examined  sayeth  yt  he  made  an  agreement  wth 
Zacharie  Crips  and  Edmund  White  to  have  fyfteen  hundred  plants  and  after,  he 
intendinge  to  goe  for  England  he  quitted  that  agreement,  and  after  purposing  to 
staye  about  planting  tyme  Zachrie  Crips  p’mised  to  give  the  said  deponent  Content 
for  his  labor,  and  so  he  stayde  and  Contynued  in  Worke  with  him  till  the  cropp 
was  in. 

“And  further  sayeth  yt  after  Mathew  Hayman  was  dead  Phillip  Kyteley  did 
wish  yt  divers  tymes  Zachrie  Crips  and  Edmundes  White  would  gett  more  hands 
to  help  forward  ye  Croppe.” 

This  shows  Anthony  West  was  a  man  of  fine  principles,  as  he  desired  to  keep  his  promise 
to  Zachrie  Crips,  and  did  so.  He  lived  at  Kicketan,  now  Hampton  Roads,  according  to  Mr. 
Thomas  T.  Upshur,  Virginia  genealogist. 

We  have  no  Court  record  as  to  when  Anthony  West  returned  to  England,  which  he 
evidently  did  after  the  crops  were  gathered,  for  between  1625  and  1649  there  are  no  Court 
Records  to  be  found  regarding  him,  but  in  1649,  he,  his  wife  Ann,  daughter  Katherine,  and 
son  John  were  brought,  with  others,  into  Northampton  County,  Va.,  by  Capt.  Randall 
Herle,  Mariner,  for  which  service  Capt.  Herle  received  land  in  “Nn.  Co.,  lying  N.N.W. 
upon  great  Naswattock  Riv.,  from  Chingandehee  Cr.  Mouth  unto  Arokoko  Creek”. 
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[ Cavaliers  and  Pioneers  by  Nugent,  p.  185.  Patent  Book  No.  2 ,  p.  184]: 

“Capt.  Randall  Herle,  Marriner,  600  acs.  Northampton  Co.,  5  Oct.  1649.  Lye- 
ing  N.N.W.  upon  great  Naswattock  Riv.,  from  Chingandehee  Cr.  Mouth  unto 
Arokoko  Cr. 

“Trans,  of  12  pers:  Anthony  West,  Ann  his  wife,  William  Bragg,  John  West, 
Rathe:  West,  Edward  Clarke.  (Other  names  not  given).’’ 

Ralph  Barlow  was  granted  850  acres  on  Nasswadox  Creek,  5  Oct.,  1649,  among  the 
headrights  were  Robert,  Anne  and  George  Parker. 

This  patent  was  granted  the  same  day,  5  Oct.  1649,  and  adjoined  the  600  acres  granted 
Randall  Herle,  Mariner,  for  the  transportation  of  Anthony,  Anne,  Katherine  and  John 
West,  and  others. 

[Cavaliers  and  Pioneers  by  Nugent,  p.  185.  Patent  Book  No.  2,  p.  184]: 

“Mr.  Ralph  Barlowe,  850  acs.,  Northampton  Co.,  5  Oct.  1649.  Eyeing  N.N.W. 
upon  great  Noswattock  Riv.  from  Arokoko  Cr.  Mouth,  bounded  W.SAV.  with  sd. 
Cr.,  E.N.E.  with  Mansotanzick  Cr. 

“Trans,  of  17  pers:  Himself  ‘2  Severall  tymes’,  Ann  Parker,  William  Bosman, 
Walter  Norton,  Bridgett  Richardson,  Abraham  Morgan,  Robert  Parker,  Thomas 
Daniel,  James  Kemp,  George  Parker,  John  Meller,  Elinor  Odait,  John  Peter,  one 
Negro,  Roger  Hengan,  Wm.  Hopkin.’’ 

[William  and  Mary  Quarterly  Historical  Magazine ,  Vol.  3,  pp.  261,  262.  North¬ 
ampton  Co.,  Va.  Liber  1651-54,  Deeds,  Wills  ire.  No.  4,  p.  131]: 

“Princess  Anne,  Princess  Anne  County,  Virginia. 

“Ralph  Barlow  mar.  Katherine,  the  daughter  of  Anthony  West.  Ralph  Bar- 
low  d.  1653  and  left  bequest  to  his  mother  Joane  Elisey;  made  his  kinsman  John 
Elisey  his  executor.” 

Our  attention  is  called  in  this  article  to  the  fact  that  George  Parker,  Anthony  West  and 
William  Palmer  were  aboard  a  boat  together  at  a  given  locality  as  the  following  deposition 
shows: 

Princess  Anne,  Princess  Anne  County,  Virginia. 

“George  Parker  in  1653/4  makes  a  deposition  in  which  he  states  that  he  was 
aboard  with  Mr.  Anthony  West  where  this  deponent  came  ashore,  about  four  years 
since,  [1649/50],  with  the  said  Mr.  West  and  William  Palmer,  being  in  the  boat, 
the  said  Mr.  West  said,  ‘Dost  thou  see  Cousen,  what  an  urchyn  they  have  sent  me 
in  for  four  years,  he  said  before  God  hee  hath  an  Indenture  for  four  yeares.’  ” 
“Robert  West,  servant  boy  to  Capt.  George  Parker— Court  adjudged  him  to 
be  11  years  of  age  22  May  1653.” 

We  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  which  man  Anthony  West  referred  to  as  “Cousen” 
from  the  article  above  copied  as  found  in  Princess  Anne,  Virginia. 

[Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Liber  1655-66,  Deeds,  Wills  be.  No.  7  (ix),  pp.  12  &  13]: 

“George,  Robert  and  John  Parker  were  brothers,  from  Southampton,  England, 
they  were  grandsons  of  Mrs.  Joane  Elisey.  Joane  Elisey  on  Sept.  23,  1657,  gives  a 
power  of  attorney  to  her  grandson,  Robert  Parker,  to  ask,  receive  &:c.  of  John  Elzey, 
merchant,  all  the  arrears  of  a  legacy  bequeathed  to  her  by  her  son,  Ralph  Barlow. 
Joane  lived  at  Brockenhurst,  Southampton,  England.” 
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Anthony  West  died  shortly  after  settling  in  Northampton  County,  according  to  Mr. 
Thomas  T.  Upshur.  Anthony  West’s  Will,  proved  25  May,  1652,  is  next  given: 


THE  WILL  OF  ANTHONY  WEST  1st. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va„  Volume  IV,  page  83]: 
Will  of  Anthony1  West,  dated  12  Oct.  1651,  proved  25  May  1652. 


“25  May  1652 
prsent 

Major  Wm  Andrews  ] 
Capt.  Steph:  Charlton  j 


Lleift.  Collon11  Obedience  Robins. 


Mr.  Anth:  Hodgskins 
Mr  Wm  Jones 


Mr.  Wm  Whittington 


“Memorandr  that  this  day  a  manuscript  was  prsented  to  ye  Cort  signed  wth  the 
name  of  Mr  Anthony  West,  wch  appeareth  to  bee  ye  Will  8c  TestanB  of  ye  said  Mr 
West:  And  (Upon  consideration  thereof  By  the  Comissrs:  then  prsent)  the  said 
Wrightinge  was  adjudged  the  last  Will  8c  Testam1  of  the  sd  Mr  Anthony  West 
whereupon  it  was  delivered  to  ye  Cort  to  bee  Recorded; 

Teste:  Edm:  Mathews  CC 

“In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  this  12  of  Octobr  1651.  I  Anthony  West  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  beinge  of  sound  minde  8c  memorye  (praysed  bee  Almightie  God  for  it)  doe 
make  &  ordayne  this  my  last  will  8:  Testam1  (as  followeth)  hirst  8c  principallie  I 
comend  my  soule  into  ye  hands  of  Almighty  God  my  Creator  assuredly  hopeinge  to 
bee  saved  by  the  precious  blood  8c  death  of  my  Savior  8c  Redeem1  Jesus  Christ;  my 
body  I  committ  to  ye  Earth  from  whence  it  came  to  bee  burried  (as  it  shall  please 
God  to  appointe)  And  touchinge  ye  disposeinge  of  my  Worldly  Estate  (as  the  Lord 
in  mrcye  hath  blessed  mee  wth);  I  will  dispose  ye  in  mannr  8c  forme  followeinge: 

“Item— my  will  8c  desire  is  that  my  Sonne  J110  West  bee  my  full  8c  whole  Exe¬ 
cutor  of  this  my  last  will  Sc  Testamt  And  that  my  wife  k  Daughter  Barlow  have 
their  thirds  out  of  my  Estate  (All  things  in  their  kinde) 

“And  that  my  Sonne  Jn°  doe  injoye  ye  rest;  And  that  his  mother  have  the 
mannaginge  of  it  (as  longe  as  she  keepeth  herselfe  a  widdowe)  But  (if  she  should 
marrye)  then  my  desire  is  that  my  sonn  Jno  shall  injoye  his  Estate  (if  it  bee  before 
hee  come  to  age)  ffor  I  desire  that  noe  Admrstrator  nor  Ovrseer  shall  have  any¬ 
thing  to  doe  wth  my  Estate.  Nor  any  appraysnB  (till  they  come  to  share  it)  In  wit¬ 
ness  of  ye  truth  I  have  hereunto  sett  my  Hand  the  daye  8c  yeare  abovesd. 

Anthony  West. 


“25  May,  1652: 

“This  Wrightinge  was  prsented  to  the  Commission1^  And  (upon  exaininacon 
thereof)  Adjudged  by  them  to  bee  the  last  will  8c  Testam1  of  the  abovenamed  Mr 
Anthony  West  and  thereupon  ordrd  to  bee  Recorded. 

Teste:  Edm:  Mathews  CC” 


Ann  West,  wife  of  Anthony1  West,  has  not  as  yet  been  identified.  She  married  (2)  Nov., 
1653,  as  his  2nd  wife,  the  Rev.  Stephen  Charlton,  Minister  of  Hungar’s  Parish. 

Anthony  West  mentions  but  two  children  in  his  will,  proved  1652,  his  son  John  West, 
and  his  “daughter  Barlow.”  He  also  had  a  daughter  Anne  West,  who  married  Charles  Scar- 
burgh  and  died  s.p.  before  her  father.  In  the  year  1654,  two  years  after  Anthony  West’s 
death,  Mrs.  Ann  West,  “on  behalfe  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Katherine  Barlow,”  petitions  the 
Court  about  Inventory  of  the  estate  of  the  latter’s  husband.  [Volume  4,  page  178,  Clerk’s 
Office,  Eastville,  Virginia]. 
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Katherine  West  married  (ist)  Ralph  Barlowe,  and  had  a  son,  Ralph  Bennony  Barlow, 
who  died  young;  and  (2nd)  her  brother-in-law  (her  sister  Anne’s  widower),  Charles  Scar- 
burgh,  proven  by  a  record  in  which  John  West  calls  Charles  Scarburgh  his  “brother-in-law,” 
and  says  he  married  Katherine,  the  wife  of  Ralph  Barlow,  deceased.  This  record  dated  Jan¬ 
uary  28,  1658,  is  recorded  in  Volume  7,  page  31,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton 
Co.,  Virginia.  Charles  and  Katherine  (West)  Barlowe-Scarburgh  had  a  son,  Henry  Scar¬ 
burgh,  who  died  fairly  young.  She  married  (3rd),  circa  1G81,  Major  Edmund  Bowman,  as 
his  4th  wife,  and  she  was  living  when  he  made  his  will  in  1691.  [ Harrison ,  IVaples  and  Al¬ 
lied  Families ,  by  W.  W.  Harrison,  page  114]. 

On  July  20,  1653,  Mrs.  Ann  West  for  “affection  I  bear  to  my  well  beloved  grandchild, 
Ralph  Bennony  Barlow,”  gives  one  Sowe,  the  same  as  given  the  Orphan  by  John  Elzy.  After 
Ralph’s  death,  to  his  mother,  “my  Daughter  Barlow.”  In  Volume  4,  page  191,  Mrs.  Katha¬ 
rine  Barlow,  Widow,  daughter  of  Mr.  Anthony  West,  deceased,  is  mentioned. 

CHILDREN  OF  ANTHONY1  WEST  and  ANNE  . ,  his  wife: 

1.  Anne  West,  mar.  Charles  Scarburgh,  died  without  issue  before  her  father;  and 
Charles  Scarburgh  mar.  Katherine  (West)  Barlowe,  sister  of  his  former  wife, 
Anne  West. 

2.  Katherine  West,  mar.  (1st)  Ralph  Barlowe  (died  1653),  and  had  issue— Ralph 
Bennony  Barlowe,  died  young;  (2nd)  circa  1654  Charles  Scarburgh,  her  brother- 
in-law,  and  had  issue  —  Henry  Scarburgh,  who  died  fairly  young;  and  (3)  circa 
1681,  Major  Edmund  Bowman  as  his  4th  wife,  and  she  was  living  when  he  made 
his  will  in  1691. 

3.  Lieut.  Col.  John  West  (of  whom  further),  born  1638-9,  died  May  27,  1702,  mar. 
Matilda  Scarborough,  born  1644,  died  Jan.  3,  1721,  dau.  of  Col.  Edmund  Scar¬ 
borough  and  his  wife  Mary  Littleton. 

SECOND  GENERATION. 

LIEUT.  COLONEL  JOHN  WEST,  the  only  son  of  Anthony  West  and  Ann,  his  wife, 
was  born  in  the  year  1638/9.  [ Maryland  Colonial  Dames  Register,  page  242].  He  became 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  in  Northampton  and  Accomack  Counties,  Virginia.  He 
was  an  inhabitant  of  Northampton  County,  and  when  Accomack  was  cut  from  it  in  1662, 
his  land  lay  in  the  new  County. 

His  many  services  are  set  forth  in  the  following  records,  with  references  as  to  where 
recorded. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  West  married  Matilda  Scarborough,  dau.  of  Col.  Edmund  Scarbor¬ 
ough  and  his  wife  Mary,  as  proven  in  the  Scarborough  Manuscript.  His  widow,  Matilda 
(Scarborough)  West,  in  the  year  1704,  sold  land  which  had  been  patented  to  her  as  “Matilda 
Scarburg.”  See  Scarborough  Manuscript. 

THE  SERVICES  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  JOHN  WEST. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Volume  8,  page  82]: 

“John  West  sworn  Commissioner  for  Northampton  County,  November  28, 

1660.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Volume  8,  page  166]: 

“John  West  sworn  Commissioner  for  Accomake  County  March  23,  1662.” 
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[Maryland  Colonial  Dames  Society  Register,  page  242]: 

“John  West,  High  Sheriff  for  Accomack  County  1664-1667  -  Justice  of  Acco¬ 
mack  County  1663-1703  —  Major,  1675.’’ 

[Maryland  Colonial  Dames  Society  Register,  page  242]: 

“John  West—  Lieut.  Col.  1679-1688.” 

[Virginia  Colonial  Militia  by  Crozier,  page  105]: 

“Lieut.  Col.  John  West  —  1680.” 

[Journal  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses,  1680,  page  120]: 

“John  West  —  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  in  1680.” 

WILL  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  JOHN  WEST. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Will  Book,  1692-ij  1 5, 
pages  317-318]: 

Will  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  West,  dated  Feby.  6,  1702/3,  proved  August  3, 
1703. 

Devised  to  his  son  Anthony  large  tracts  of  land  and  “I  give  unto  my  son  An¬ 
thony’s  three  daughters  vizt  —  Matilda,  Mary  Scarburgh,  Jean,  Ye  Ridge  Land 
without  ye  neck  where  my  son  Anthony  lives  to  be  equally  divided  among  them, 
and  it  is  my  intent  and  meaning  yl  ye  Land  before  given  to  my  sonn  Anthony  if 
he  have  more  sonns  then  one  it  shall  be  in  ye  power  of  my  sonn  to  divide  ye  said 
neck  among  his  sonns  as  he  shall  think  fitt. 

“I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  ‘Sarah  Robinson’  my  Plantacon  at 
Onancock  called  by  the  name  of  ‘ffolly’  containing  six  hundred  acres  with  all 
Houses  and  other  appurtenances  there  unto  belonging  during  her  natural  life  and 
after  her  decease  to  her  five  children  [daughters]  Vizt  West,  Elizabeth,  Scarburgh, 
Sarah  and  Susanna  to  be  equally  divided  betwixt  them  only  West  to  have  her  first 
choice  to  them  and  their  heirs  forever,  Lawfully  begotten  of  their  Bodyes;  but  if 
all  these  children  should  depart  this  life  without  heirs  aforesaid  then  my  will  is 
that  ye  Land  and  plantacon  should  fall  to  other  child  and  children  that  shall  be 
borne  of  my  daughter  Sarah  and  begotten  by  her  now  husband  Capt.  Tully  Rob¬ 
inson  and  their  heirs  forever  and  for  want  of  heirs  as  aforesaid  to  return  to  my 
heires. 

“It  is  likewise  my  will  that  no  division  be  made  as  aforesaid  untill  ye  decease 
of  the  sd  Capt.  Tully  Robinson  unless  he  think  it  Convenient  to  doe  this  same  in 
his  Life  time  (also  my  will  is  that  he  shall  enjoy  the  said  Land  and  plantacon  if  he 
should  survive  his  wife,  during  his  Natural  Life,  provided  he  keeps  the  plantacon 
in  good  repair];). 

“Also  my  will  is  Yt  it  is  and  shall  be  lawful  for  any  one  or  more  of  them  to  sell 
their  part  or  parts  to  any  one  or  more  of  them  yt  are  or  may  be  desirous  to  purchase 
the  same,  and  the  value  thereof  if  not  agreed  on  between  themselves  they  to  choose 
two  or  more  friends  to  put  a  value  thereon.” 

He  devises  also  to  his  son  Alexander  West  and  his  sons;  the  testator’s  four 
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youngest  daughters,  Catherine,  Mary,  Anne  and  Scarburgh  West,  when  aged  six¬ 
teen  years  or  married;  eldest  sone  John  and  sons  Benony  and  Jonathan;  five  daugh¬ 
ters,  Catherine,  Mary,  Anne,  Scarburgh  and  Matilda  Wise  and  her  daughter,  Mary 
Cade  Wise;  daughter  Sarah  Robinson  provision  for  life  and  after  her  death  to  her 
children,  West,  Elizabeth,  Scarburgh,  Sarah  and  Susanna;  daughter  Sarah  and  “her 
now  Husband,  Capt.  Tally  Robinson.’’  “I  give  to  my  daughter  Frances  Kellam 
and  her  son  Saram:  cattle  now  in  the  possession  of  ‘Richard  Kellam’:  John  son  of 
Sarah  G laning,  deceased,  now  in  the  care  of  ‘Sarah  Riley’  at  tiie  Hunting  Creek, 
land  at  Gingotege”;  to  “my  youngest  son  John  West,  my  Seale  Ring,”  etc.,  and 
“when  he  dyes,  then  my  Sonn  great  John  have  the  sd  Ringe,  and  then  to  my  son 
Jonathan  as  ye  nearest  that  bears  my  name”:  “son  Jonathan  West,  John  West  the 
elder,  John  West  the  younger,  son  Anthony,  Alexander  West  and  son  Benony  West” 
mentioned.  Land  and  Manor  House  of  Chieconessick;  house  at  Chieconessick 
to  be  “for  a  Common  Home  &  Receptacle  for  all  my  Unmarried  Children.”  Wife 
Matilda,  executrix,  and,  after  her  widowhood  or  decease,  his  son  Jonathan  to  act. 
Son-in-law  Captain  Tully  Robinson  to  assist  the  executrix.  Mentioned  Robert 
Hutchinson;  grandson  Anthony,  son  of  John  West;  grandson  John,  ye  eldest  son 
of  testator’s  daughter,  Matilda. 

“Witnesses:  William  Wise,  John  Wise,  Tabitha  Hill,  Patrick  Morgan  and  Robert 
Hutchinson. 


"Will  Proved:  August  3,  1703.” 


Ye  mark  of  West. 

Signed:  John  X  West.  The  Seale 
(XXX) 


[Maryland  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  11,  page  279]:  Record  furnished  by  Francis 
B.  Culver: 

“In  a  ‘Cambridge’  Bible,  printed  by  John  Hayes,  ‘printer  to  the  University,’ 
in  the  year  1680,  the  following  entries  were  found.  On  a  page  of  this  Bible,  and 
inscribed  in  large  characters,  is  this  entry:  ‘Catherine  West— her  bible  given  her  by 
Her  Mother— Borne  the  6th  day  of  May,  1677.’ 

“West 

"Lt.  Co11  John  West  departed  this  Life  the  27th  day  of  May  Anno  Dom.  1703. 

"Mrs.  Matild.  West  departed  this  Life  the  3d  day  of  Jany.  Anno  Dom.  1721.” 


CHILDREN  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  JOHN  WEST  and  MATILDA  SCARBURGH,  his  Wife: 

1.  Anthony2  West,  of  whom  further,  will  dated  26  Oct.  1716,  pvd.  6  Aug.  1717,  son  and 
heir,  mar.  Elizabeth  Rowles  (died  1753),  dau.  of  John  Rowles  and  his  wife  Jane 
(Major)  Finney,  widow  of- Andrew  Finney  and  daughter  of  Jane  and  John  Major.  Issue: 

a.  John  West,  eldest  son  and  heir  (John  West  of  Andua),  born  1696,  Acco.  Co.,  Va., 
will  pvd.  Nov.  30,  1773,  left  Anthony  West  his  eldest  son  and  heir  male. 

b.  Anthony  "West,  will  pvd.  Nov.  24,  1778  mar.  Comfort  Rodgers. 

c.  Matilda  West,  died  Oct.  17,  1742,  mar.  Peter  Hack,  born  abt.  1673,  will  pvd. 
Aug.  6,  1717.  See  Hack  Manuscript. 

d.  Mary  Scarburgh  West  mar.  Nathaniel  Bell. 

e.  Jane  (Jean)  West  mar.  Nathaniel  Rodgers. 

2.  John  West,  the  elder,  born  in  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  will  dated  Nov.  9,  1705,  pvd.  Feb.  2, 
1708-9,  mentions  no  wife  and  no  children. 
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3.  Alexander  West,  born  abt.  1670,  will  pvd.  Jan.  3,  1727,  mar.  (1) . . . I 

and  (2)  Mary  Hurtley,  wid.,  who  was  still  living  1727.  Issue  by  1st  wife: 

a.  John  West,  b.  abt.  1690,  will  pvd.  Jan.  28,  1755  mar.  Agnes  Burton. 

b.  Scarburgh  West,  a  son,  will  pvd.  Apr.  29,  1760. 

c.  Major  West. 

d.  Mary  West. 

e.  Edmund  West. 

4.  Jonathan  West,  born  Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  mar.  Rachel  . .  and  died  1727,  with¬ 
out  issue.  Rachel  ( . )  West,  mar.  Samuel  Spooner,  a  surgeon  of  Gloucester 

Co.,  Va. 

5.  John  West,  the  younger,  born  Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  left  will,  mar.  (1)  Frances  Yeardley,  dau. 
of  Argoll  Yeardley  and  Sarah  (Michael)  Yeardley;  and  (2)  Josepha  Maria  Godwin. 


Issue  by  1st  wife: 

a.  Anthony  West. 

b.  Argoll  Yeardley  West,  d.  1736,  mar.  Comfort .  3  Children;  John, 

Sarah  Yeardley  and  Anne.  She  mar.  2nd, . Henderson. 

c.  Joseph  West. 

d.  Matilda  West. 

Issue  by  2nd  wife: 


e.  John  West,  died  Nn.  Co.,  Va.,  will  pvd.  1730,  mar.  Anne  Powell,  who  mar.  (2) 
Daniel  Cutler. 

f.  Thorogood  West,  died  unmarried  1729. 

g.  Sarah  West  mar.  Isaac  Smith. 

h.  Ann  J.  West  mar.  (1)  Thos.  Clapton;  and  (2)  Mr . Chambers. 

i.  Jemima  West  mar.  Mr .  Booth. 

j.  Charles  West  mar.  Elizabeth . ,  and  died  s.  p.  1757.  (He  is  the  Major 

Charles  West  the  fragments  of  whose  tombstone  bearing  the  West  Arms  were 
found  at  Onancock.  He  died  Feb.  28th,  1757). 

6.  Benony  (Benoni)  West,  born  Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  mar.  Sarah  Snead  and  died  without  issue. 

7.  Anne  West,  born  Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  abt.  1688,  mar.  (1)  Thomas  Sparrow;  and  (2)  William 
Sellman  (born  1689)  of  Anne  Arundel  Co.,  Md.  Issue  by  1st  marriage: 

a.  Anne  Sparrow. 

b.  John  Sparrow. 

c.  Scarburgh  Sparrow,  a  son,  living  in  Anne  Arundel  Co.,  Md. 

8.  Matilda  West,  born  Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  died  there  in  1722,  mar.  Col.  John  Wise  (died  1717). 
Issue: 

a.  John  Wise. 

b.  Mary  Cade  Wise. 

9.  Sarah  West,  of  whom  further,  born  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  mar.  Col.  Tully  Robinson.  See 
Robinson  Manuscript. 

Issue: 

a.  West  Robinson,  born  Acco.  Co.,  Va.,mar.  George  Smith  of  Princess  Anne  Co.,  Va. 

b.  Elizabeth  Robinson,  b.  Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  mar.  Col.  John  Smith,  High  Sheriff  of  Ac¬ 
comack  Co.,  Va.  See  Smith  Manuscript. 

c.  Scarburgh  Robinson,  b.  Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  mar.  John  Wise  of  Acco.  Co.,  Va. 

d.  Sarah  Robinson,  b.  Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  mar.  Benoni  Smith  of  Princess  Anne  Co.,  Va. 

e.  Susanna  Robinson,  born  Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  mar.  William  McClanahan  of  Princess 
Anne  Co.,  Va. 

f.  William  Robinson. 
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10.  Mary  West,  born  Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  mar.  (1)  Robert  Snead;  and  (2)  William  Burton,  Sr. 

11.  Catherine  West,  born  Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  6  May,  1677,  mar.  7  Jan.,  1711-12,  Charles  Snead, 
will  pvd.  June  6,  1727. 

12.  Scarburgh  West,  born  Acco.  Co.,  Va.,  abt.  1690,  mar.  27  Dec.,  1705,  Thomas  Harding, 
removed  to  North  Carolina  on  Pamlico  Sound,  where  they  both  died.  Issue: 

a.  Jonathan  Harding. 

b.  Scarburgh  Harding,  a  dau.,  who  mar.  John  Snead,  probably  a  cousin. 

13.  Frances  West,  of  whom  further,  mar.  Richard2  Kellam,  Jr.  (will  dated  Feb.  8,  1730,  pvd. 

Apr.  6,  1730)  son  of  Richard  Kellam,  Sr.  (will  pvd.  Oct.  6,  1703)  and  his  wife  Sarah  ( . 

. )  Kellam.  See  Kellam  Manuscript.  Issue: 

a.  Saram  Kellam,  died  young. 

b.  Jonathan  Kellam,  mar.  (1)  Esther  Hornsby,  and  (2)  Frances . 

c.  Thomas  Kellam. 

d.  Richard  Kellam. 

e.  William  Kellam. 

f.  Catherine  Kellam,  mar .  Sill. 

g.  West  Kellam. 

The  following  story  found  in  Chancery  Proceedings,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  vol.  xxviii-o, 
page  259,  et  seq.,  shows  the  connection  to  the  Wests  of  Accomac. 

“Jonathan  Harding  &  Ann  Snead  (infant)  by  John  Snead  her  next  friend,  vs. 
George  Holden,  Isaac  Rodgers  Sc  Robert  Chambers. 

“2  Oct.  1766— Depositions  of  Mary  Burton,  aged  80  years  and  upwards.  ‘Saith 
that  she  had  a  sister  named  Scarburgh,  one  of  the  daughters  and  devisees  of  Col° 
John  West  late  of  the  County  of  Accomack,  deceased,  who  married  a  certain 
Thomas  Harding  and  with  him  left  the  said  county  and  went  to  North  Carolina 
where  they  lived  some  years  .  .  .  that  after  they  had  lived  there  sometime  this 
deponent  was  told,  and  heard  from  thence,  that  the  said  Scarburgh  was  dead,  hav¬ 
ing  left  two  children  to  the  said  Harding,  one  a  son  named  Jonathan,  and  the  other 
a  daughter  named  also  Scarburgh.  That  having  heard  sometime  after  that  the  said 
Thomas  was  also  dead,  this  deponent  was  then  told,  and  believes  it  to  be  true,  one 
named  Alderson  brought  the  said  two  children  to  Princess  Anne  County,  Virginia 
to  one  William  Robinson,  who  was  a  near  kinsman  of  the  said  Scarburgh  and  of 
this  deponent,  who  received  them  as  the  children  of  Scarburgh  Harding,  where 
having  stayed  sometime  they  were  brought  over  to  this  county  by  one  John  Smith 
also  a  relation  x  x  x  x  that  when  the  children  came  over  a  certain  Jonathan  West, 
uncle  of  the  said  complainants,  who  had  wrote  to  have  the  boy  sent  to  him,  being 
dead,  a  certain  Katherine  Snead,  sister  of  this  deponent  and  of  the  deceased  Scar¬ 
burgh  Harding,  took  the  girl  and  this  deponent  took  the  complainant  and  put  him 
out  to  a  trade  x  x  x  that  from  what  she  could  learn  as  well  from  indifferent  persons 
as  from  the  complainant’s  own  mouth,  he  being  then  about  thirteen  years  old,  she 
has  always  thought  and  believed  and  now  thinks  and  believes  him  to  be  the  son  of 
the  said  Scarburgh  Harding,  inasmuch  as  that  his  relations  here  admitted  him  to 
enter  into  lands  in  this  country  as  heir  to  the  said  Scarburgh  Harding  from  whom 
he  has  always  claimed  and  still  claims,  8cc.’ 

“Scarburgh  Snead,  being  of  lawful  age— Depositions— ‘saith  that  she  can  well 
remember  one  Thomas  Harding  in  North  Carolina  with  whom  she  lived,  and 
whom  she  was  always  taught  to  call  her  father,  who  died  when  this  deponent  was 
about  ten  years  old,  that  after  his  death  this  deponent  and  a  brother  of  hers  named 
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Jonathan,  the  now  complainant,  being  destitute  and  looked  on  them  as  orphans 
(this  deponent’s  mother  being  dead  so  long  before  that  she  doth  remember  noth¬ 
ing  of  her)  this  deponent  informed  that  her  said  brother  and  she  had  relations  on 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  she  can  well  remember  that  one  Simon  Alderson  or 
some  such  name,  brought  her  and  the  complainant,  her  brother,  to  Princess  Anne 
in  Virginia  to  one  William  Robinson  who  owned  them  as  relations,  and  with  whom 
they  lived  sometime  till  this  deponent  and  her  said  brother  were  brought  to  the 
Eastern  Shore  by  one  John  Smith,  also  a  relation,  to  one  Katherine  Snead,  also  a 
relation,  one  of  Col°  John  West’s  daughters  &  devisees,  whom  this  deponent  was 
always  taught  to  call  aunt,  and  by  her  was  acknowledged  as  the  daughter  of  her 
sister  Scarburgh  Harding,  that  her  brother  the  complainant  was  taken  care  of  by 
another  aunt  named  then  Mary  Snead,  but  now  Burton,  and  this  deponent  lived 
with  the  said  Catherine  Snead  till  she  married  her  present  husband  x  x  x  x  that  she 
never  heard  anyone  gainsay  but  this  deponent  and  the  complainant  were  the  only 
surviving  children  of  the  said  Thomas  Harding  and  Scarburgh  his  wife,  but  they 
were  always  acknowledged  as  such  by  all  the  Wests,  Sneads  and  all  the  relations 
and  acquaintances  of  Scarburgh  Harding  and  her  husband  until  he  set  up  a  claim 
to  lands  in  possession  of  the  defendants  as  heir  of  the  said  Scarburgh,  and  by  them 
or  some  of  them  it  was  disputed  and  by  none  else  as  far  as  this  deponent  ever  heard.’ 

“Scarburgh  Wise  [daughter  of  Col.  Tully  Robinson]  age  71  years  and  upwards. 
Depositions  —  ‘that  she  knew  and  well  remembers  Thomas  Harding  and  Scar¬ 
burgh  West,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Col.  John  West,  which  said  Thomas  Harding 
(to  the  best  of  her  this  deponent’s  remembrance)  was  married  to  the  said  Scar¬ 
burgh  West  on  the  27th  day  of  December,  1705,  she,  this  deponent  being  present 
at  the  marriage,  and  that  the  said  Thomas  and  his  wife  continued  in  Accomack 
County  for  sometime  and  afterwards  the  said  Thomas  and  his  wife  removed  to 
some  part  of  North  Carolina,  which  was,  as  this  deponent  has  been  informed,  to 
that  part  called  Pamlico,  and  while  they  lived  in  Carolina  this  deponent  has  been 
informed  they  the  said  Thomas  and  Scarburgh  had  two  children,  a  son  and  a 
daughter,  Jonathan  and  Scarburgh  x  x  x  x  that  Thomas  and  Scarburgh,  parents  to 
the  aforesaid  children  died  in  the  minority  of  the  said  children  x  x  x  x  that  the 
said  two  children  being  orphans  were  by  the  Court  of  Carolina  directed  to  be 
bound  out,  they  having  no  friends  nor  relations  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and  this 
deponent  being  told  by  her  brother  and  sisters  who  lived  in  Princess  Anne  County 
in  Virginia,  an  adjacent  county  to  that  part  of  Carolina  aforesaid,  that  when  it  was 
proposed  that  the  children  should  be  bound  out  that  one  James  Lee,  who  was  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  well  acquainted  with  Col.  John  West’s  family,  and  with 
whom  this  deponent  was  well  acquainted,  and  who  went  from  Accomack  County 
to  Carolina;  the  said  Lee  proved  to  the  Court  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
childrens  relations  in  Virginia,  and  that  he  was  very  sure  that  if  they  knew  that 
these  children  were  to  be  bound  out  in  Carolina  they  would  send  for  them,  and 
that  the  said  Lee  requested  the  said  Court  to  postpone  binding  the  said  children 
till  he  could  write  to  Princess  Anne  to  William  Robinson,  who  is  a  relation  to  the 
said  children,  and  that  if  the  said  Robinson  would  not  take  the  said  children  then 
the  Court  might  bind  them  out,  and  this  deponent  heard  her  brother,  the  said 
William  Robinson  say  that  he  wrote  to  the  said  James  Lee  in  Carolina  to  send  the 
children  to  him  at  all  events  and  he  would  take  them,  and  that  accordingly  to  the 
said  Jonathan  the  complainant,  and  Scarburgh,  now  the  wife  of  John  Snead  were 
sent  to  the  said  Robinson  for  the  children  of  Thomas  and  Scarburgh  Harding  and 
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by  him  received  as  such,  and  that  after  the  said  William  Robinson  had  received  the 
said  children  he  sent  word  to  his  aunts,  Mary  Burton  and  Catherine  Snead  upon 
the  Eastern  Shore  that  he  had  received  the  children  of  his  uncle  and  aunt  Harding, 
and  that  he  desired  to  know  what  they  would  have  done  with  them,  or  how  they 
would  have  them  disposed  of,  and  that  if  they  saw  fit  he  would  keep  the  girl  and 
bring  her  up  and  the  boy  he  would  bind  out  to  a  trade,  which  offer  they  refused 
and  desired  the  children  might  be  sent  over  to  them,  and  the  said  Robinson  ac¬ 
cordingly  sent  the  said  Jonathan  and  Scarburgh  Harding  over  by  Mr.  John  Smith 
who  married  a  relation  of  the  said  children,  and  a  sister  of  the  said  William  Robin¬ 
son’s,  and  that  this  deponent  heard  her  two  aunts  Mary  Burton  and  Catherine 
Snead  say  that  they  looked  upon  them  as  their  sisters  children.’  ” 


THIRD  GENERATION. 

Anthony2  West,  son  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  West  and  his  wife  Matilda  Scarborough,  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Rowles,  daughter  of  John  Rowles  and  his  wife  Jane  (Major)  Finney,  widow 
of  Andrew  Finney  and  daughter  of  Jane  and  John  Major.  For  continuation  of  descent  from 
Anthony  West  see  the  manuscript  which  follows. 

Frances  West,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  West  and  his  wife  Matilda  Scarborough, 

married  Richard2  Kellam,  son  of  Richard  Kellam,  Sr.  and  his  wife  Sarah  .  See 

Kellam  Manuscript. 

Sarah  West,  the  daughter  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  West  and  Matilda  Scarborough  his  wife 
is  called  the  “wife  of  Capt.  Tully  Robinson”  in  her  father’s  will  before  given.  See  Robinson 
Manuscript. 


WILL  OF  ANTHONY2  WEST. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds  &  Wills ,  Book 
/7/5-/72P,  page  26]: 

Will  of  Anthony2  West,  dated  26  Oct.  1716,  proved  6  Aug.  1717. 

“In  the  name  of  God  Amen:  this  twenty  Sixth  of  October,  1716:  I  Anthony 
West  of  the  County  of  Accomack  in  Virginia  being  weake  in  body  but  sound  in 
mind  and  memory  thanks  be  to  God  for  it,  and  I  doe  make  and  ordain  this  my  Last 
Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  as  followeth:  — 

“Imprimis  —  I  give  and  bequeath  my  Soule  into  the  hands  of  Jesus  Christ  my 
dear  Redeemer  hoping  by  his  merritts  and  pasion  to  be  received  into  his  mercy: 
and  as  to  my  body  I  commend  to  the  Earth  from  whence  it  came  to  be  buryd  as  my 
Executors  hereafter  named  shall  think  fitt.  As  for  my  worldly  estate  as  God  in  his 
mercy  hath  blest  me  with  I  do  dispose  of  in  manner  and  form  as  followeth: 

“Item  —  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  John  West  the  one  half  of  my  Land 
situate  lying  and  being  on  ye  South  Side  of  Nandua  Creek:  I  mean  that  part  and 
place  which  I  now  live:  he  my  sd  Son  John  West  shall  not  hinder  my  Son  Anthony 
to  get  any  Timber  oft  his  sd  land  for  ye  use  of  ye  sd  Anthonys  plantation,  but  no 
further  nor  for  any  other  use:  and  further  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  sd  Son 
John  West  the  one  halfe  of  my  part  of  Tangeare  Island  to  him  &:  heirs  for  Ever: 
and  further  my  Will  is  that  neither  of  my  two  sons  John  and  Anthony  sell  any  part 
of  theire  lands  except  to  Each  other  without  ye  consent  of  each  other  I  mean  one 
shall  not  sell  to  any  person  without  the  free  consent  of  his  Brother;  and  again  my 
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will  is  that  my  land  here  on  Nandua  Creek  be  equally  divided  between  my  two 
Sons  John  West  and  Anthony  West: 

“Item  —  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Anthony  West  the  one  half  of  my 
land  situate  in  lying  and  being  on  Nandua  Creek  I  mean  that  part  joining  on  Mr. 
Peter  Hacks  Plantation  [‘Fairview’]  formerly  called  Mr.  Davores  Browns  planta¬ 
tion  and  further  my  sd  Son  Anthony  shall  not  let  nor  hinder  my  Son  John  from 
getting  any  timber  on  his  land  for  his  the  sd.  Johns  plantations  use:  but  no  further 
nor  for  any  other  use:  and  further  more  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  sd.  son  An¬ 
thony  West  the  one  half  of  my  part  of  Tangeare  Isleland  to  him  and  his  heirs  for¬ 
ever;  and  further  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  my  Will  is  to  be  understood;  that 
neither  of  my  two  sons  John  and  Anthony  West  sell  any  part  or  parcell  of  theire 
Land  except  to  Each  Other;  without  ye  consent  of  each  other  I  mean  one  shall  not 
sell  to  any  person  without  the  free  consent  of  his  Brother;  and  again  my  will  is 
that  my  land  here  on  Nandue  Creek  given  by  me  to  my  above  sd  sons  be  equally 
divided  both  in  ye  woods  and  on  ye  Creek  for  Every  ones  equall  part: 

“Item  —  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  John  West  my  Pistoll  and  holsters 
Silver  headed  cane  8c  Long  Gun: 

“Item  —  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Son  Anthony  West  my  Silver  Salt  Seller 
and  a  Small  Gun: 

“Item  —  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Daughter  Jane  West  a  free  privilidg 
on  all  my  Lands  above  mentioned  for  what  stock  she  hath  or  shall  have  of  what 
kind  soever:  with  priviledg  of  house  room  8c  maintenance  so  long  as  she  shall  re- 
maine  unmarried: 

“Item  —  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  well  beloved  wife  Elizabeth  West  all  my 
Slaves  and  all  my  other  estate  of  what  nature  or  kind  So  ever  during  her  life:  only 
my  son  John  if  he  should  marry  he  shall  have  liberty  to  build  on  that  part  of  the 
land  before  given  him:  and  further  my  will  is  that  at  or  before  my  wife’s  death  that 
she  shall  dispose  of  all  8c  every  of  my  Estate  amongst  my  children  at  her  discretion 
—  and  I  do  hereby  apoint  and  constitute  my  wife  Elizabeth  West  whole  executrix 
of  this  my  will  and  testament:  and  I  do  forever  revoke  8c  disanull  all  other  will  and 
wills  Legacies  and  bequeaths  whatsoever: 

“In  witnes  hereof  I  have  sett  my  hand  8:  seals  ye  day  and  year  above  written: 

“Item  —  It  is  further  my  will  and  desire  that  the  Court  have  naught  toe  do  to 
praise  any  part  or  parcel  of  my  Estate. 

Anthony  West  (Seal) 

“Interlined  before  sign’d.  Signed  sealed  8c  delivered  in  the  present  of  us  Dan 

his 

Rowles,  Major  Rowles,  Rowles  X  Major. 

mark 

“The  within  Last  Will  8c  Testament  of  Anthony  West  was  proved  in  open 
Cort.  of  Accomack  County  by  the  oaths  of  Daniel  Rowles,  Major  Rowles  8c  Rowles 
Major  the  three  witnesses  to  the  same  August  Ye  6th.  1717  wch.  ye  Cort  admitted 
to  record. 

Teste  Cha:  Snead  Cl.  Cur. 
for  Accomack:” 

The  following  Land  suit,  proves  that  Matilda  West,  daughter  of  Anthony2  West  and 
Elizabeth  (Rowles)  West,  his  wife,  married  Peter  Hack  whose  will  was  dated  May  4,  1717, 
proved  Aug.  6,  1717.  Matilda  (West)  Hack  died  17  October,  1742. 


' 
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[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Land  Causes  1773-1805, 

Page  33]; 

“West  Lessee  Court  Held  at  Accomack  March  29,  1774. 

vs  “We  agree  that  John  West  the  Elder  now  deceased  being 

Sturgis.  seized  of  1600  acres  of  land  in  fee  simple  made  his  last  will  in  writing 
duly  executed  and  recorded  bearing  date  the  6th  day  of  February,  1702,  and  among 
other  things  in  that  Will  contained  devised  unto  his  son  Anthony  being  his  eldest 
son  and  heir  at  Law,  part  of  the  said  1600  acres  of  land  on  Nandua  Creek  in  fee 
tail  bounded  as  followeth  to  wit,  on  the  East  side  by  a  Creek  that  parts  it  from  the 
lands  of  Devorax  Brown  [‘Fairview’],  on  the  north  of  the  main  Creek  of  Nandua 
on  the  West  by  another  small  Creek  and  running  up  the  same  to  Sarah’s  Neck 
branch  or  horse  branch  so  called  and  so  to  the  head  of  the  said  branch  and  from 
thence  etc.— and  from  thence  extending  by  marked  trees  up  the  branch  between 
him  &  Richard  Kellam  up  to  his  head  line  including  all  the  lands  between  that  and 
the  lands  of  Devorax  Brown*  and  afterwards  in  his  said  will  gave  and  devised  to 
his  said  son  Anthony’s  three  daughters  another  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land  in  the 
words  following  to  wit— I  give  unto  my  son  Anthony’s  three  daughters  viz.  Matilda 
8c  Mary  Scarburg  &  Jean  the  ridg  land  without  the  neck  where  my  son  Anthony 
lives  to  be  equally  divided  between  them. 

“That  after  the  death  of  the  said  John  West  the  devisor  the  said  Matilda,  Mary 
Scarburg  8c  Jean  entered  upon  the  land  so  devised  and  were  there  of  seized  and 
possessed— and  about  60  years  ago  made  partition  thereof  among  them  by  consent 
and  one  third  thereof  was  Allotted  to  the  said  Matilda  adjoining  8c  contiguous  to 
the  head  line  of  her  father  Anthonys  land  afsd  8:  distinguished  therefrom  by  a  line 
of  Marked  trees  which  line  has  been  regularly  processioned  to  this  time— 

“That  the  said  Anthony  departed  this  life  in  the  year  1717  seized  8:  possessed 
of  the  lands  so  as  above  agreed  to  have  been  devised  to  him  leaving  John  West  his 
eldest  son  8c  heir  of  his  body  by  his  wife  Elizabeth— that  said  John  West  died  in  the 
year  1773  seized  and  possessed  of  the  land  leaving  Anthony  West  the  Lessor  of  the 
Plaintiff  his  eldest  son  8c  heir  male,  who  entered  upon  the  same  8c  was  8:  yet  is  seized 
8:  possessed  of  the  said  land. 

“That  the  said  Matilda  intermarried  with  a  certain  Peter  Hack  who  entered 
upon  that  part  of  the  premises  allotted  unto  his  said  wife  (which  is  the  lands  in 
question)  and  was  thereof  seized  and  possessed  and  by  their  deed  duly  proven  8c 

recorded  conveyed  the  said  Matilda’s  part  of  the  premises  to  a  certain . 

who  by  his  deed  also  duly  proved  8c  recorded  reconveyed  the  same  to  Peter  Hack 
—That  the  said  Peter  Hack  died  in  the  year  1708  intestate  [died  1717,  left  will. 
Ref:  Accomack  Co.,  Virginia  Records— Deeds  &  Wills,  1J15-1J29,  p.  26]  after 
whose  death  George  Nicholas  Hack  his  eldest  son  and  heir  at  law  of  the  said 
Peter  entered  upon  the  premises  8:  conveyed  the  same  to  a  certain  William  Poulson 
Who  entered  thereon  and  was  thereof  seized  and  by  his  deed  duly  proved  and  re¬ 
corded  conveyed  the  same  to  John  Milby. 

“That  the  said  Milby  by  virtue  of  his  deed  entered  upon  the  premises  and  was 
thereof  possessed  and  at  the  time  of  his  purchasing  the  same  John  West  father  8: 
ancestor  of  the  Lessor  of  the  Plaintif  before  named,  executed  unto  the  said  Milby 
his  bond  of  writing  in  these  words  following  to  wit  ‘Know  all  men  by  these  pres¬ 
ents  that  I  John  West  of  Accomack  County  Gent,  do  stand  indebted  to  John  Milby 


See  note  on  Tabitha  Scarborough  and  Devorax  Brown  (her  and  husband)  in  the  Scarborough  Manuscript. 
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of  the  County  aforesaid  Planter,  his  heirs  Executors  &  administrators  in  the  full  8c 
just  sum  of  fifty  pounds  current  money  of  Virginia  to  the  which  payment  well  8c 
truly  to  be  made  I  bind  myself  firmly  by  these  presents.  Witness  my  hand  &  Seal 
this  28th  day  of  Feby  1732.’ 

“The  above  obligation  is  such  that  thereas  the  above  said  John  West  is  not  to 
disturb  the  said  John  Milby  in  the  quiet  &  peacable  possession  nor  bring  any  suit 
of  law  against  him  for  a  tract  of  land  bought  of  William  Paulson  by  the  said  Milby. 
Then  the  above  obligation  to  be  void  and  of  none  Effect.  Otherwise  to  be  and  re¬ 
main  in  full  force  8c  Virtue. 

John  West  (Seal) 

“Signed  sealed  8c  delivered  in  the  presence  of  John  Sheppard,  John  Dix,  8: 
John  Snead  at  a  Court  held  at  Accomack  County  July  27,  1742  the  above  bond 
was  proved  to  be  the  act  &  deed  of  John  West  to  John  Melby  by  the  oath  of  John 
Dix  and  by  the  Court  admitted  to  record. 

George  Holden  Clk. 

“That  the  land  in  question  by  Sundry  Mesne  Conveyances  become  vested  in 
the  defendant. 

“That  the  said  Matilda  departed  this  life  on  the  17th  of  October  1742  and  the 
line  dividing  the  lands  in  question  from  the  part  alloted  the  two  other  sisters  Mary 
Scarburg  8c  Jean  has  been  kept  up  and  processioned  until  this  time. 

“That  Jane  one  of  the  Sisters  having  departed  this  life  some  time  since  in  the 
year  17—  John  West  aforesaid  father  of  the  Lessor  of  the  Plaintiff  prosecuted  a  suit 
of  ejectment  against  a  certain  Betty  Jenkins  then  in  possession  &  recovered  Jane’s 
part  by  a  judgement  in  Accomack  Court  April  1756.  And  having  obtained  posses¬ 
sion  thereof  by  writ  of  possession  entered  upon  the  same  &:  was  thereof  seized  & 
possessed  8:  the  other  sister  Mary  Scarbourgh  having  departed  this  life  in  some  few 
years  afterwards  John  Robins  Downing  who  had  purchased  her  part  surrendered 
the  same  unto  the  last  named  John  West  of  which  two  several  parts  the  said  last 
named  John  West  died  seized  8c  Possessed  8:  the  Lessor  of  the  Plaintiff  after  his  said 
father’s  death  entered  on  the  said  two  several  tracts  as  heir  at  law  &:  was  8c  now  is 
thereof  seized  8;  possessed. 

“That  John  West  father  of  the  Lessor  of  the  Plaintiff  was  born  in  the  year  1696 
and  John  Milby  the  obligee  above  named  departed  this  life  some  time  before  the 
commencement  of  this  suit.’’ 

“Note:  Case  decided  in  favor  of  the  Plaintiff.  Decision  rendered  at  court  held  at 
Accomack  Court  31  May,  1782. 

“Worshipful  Justice  James  Arbuckle.” 


I 


•  i  n  Ju  l»m»  biov  oi  irotjj:^i!do  sv6d<>  *jn,  u.»  i  ' 


■ 


WEST 


317 


Anthony2 
West, 
d.  Acco. 
Co.,  Va — 
Will  dat. 
26  Oct., 
1716,  pvd. 
6  Aug., 
•7'7- 


Peter  Hack, 
b.  about 
1673.  Will 
dated  May 

4.  17'7* 
pvd.  Aug.  6, 

>7*7- 


THE  WEST  DESCENT  OF  THE  COMPILER. 


Anthony  West1  = 
Came  to  Virginia 
in  “The  James” 
in  1622.  Will 
dated  Oct.  1 2, 
1651,  proved 
25  May,  1652. 


I 

Lieut.  Col.  John  West 
born  circa 
1638/9;  will  dated 
Feb.  6,  1702/3,  proved 
Aug.  3,  1703.  Died 
May  27,  1703. 


Ann  . 

She  mar.  (2)  Nov.  1653, 
as  his  second  wife,  Rev. 
Stephen  Charlton,  Minister 
of  Hungar’s  Parish. 


Matilda  Scarborough 
born  1 644 ,  died  Jan.  3,  1721, 
dau.  of  Col.  Edmund  Scarborough 
and  his  wife. Mary  Littleton. 

(Both  the  date  of  her  death 
and  that  of  her  husband  is 
recorded  in  an  old  Family 
Bible,  published  in  the 
Maryland  Historical  Magazine, 
Vol.  XI,  page  279.  It  was 
the  Bible  of  Catherine  (West) 
Snead). 


Elizabeth 

Rowles 

(Rolles), 

died  in 

1753. 

dau.  of 

John 

Rowles 

and  his 

wife 

Jane  (Major) 
Finney. 


Richard2  = 
Robinson, 
born  Aug. 
31,  1658, 
died  Nov. 

12.  1723. 

See 

Robinson 

Manuscript. 


I 

Sarah 

West. 


Matilda  West, 
died  17  Oct., 
1742. 


John  Smith,  = 
died  intestate, 
estate  appraised 
March  25,  1746. 


See  Hack 
Manuscript. 


Col.  Tully  ■—  Frances 
Reliant,  West. 

Jr.,  will 
dated 
Feb.  8. 

1730,  pvd. 

Apr.  6, 

1730. 

See  Kellam 
Manuscript. 


-  Elizabeth 

Robinson,  born 
25  Aug.  1689, 
died  15  Dec. 

1759.  Will  dat. 
Jan.  6,  1755,  pvd. 
Jan.  30,  1760. 

See  Smith 
Manuscript. 


DESCENT  FROM  ANTHONY1  WEST  WHO  CAME  TO  VIRGINIA  IN  1622. 

NINE  GENERATIONS. 

I-  Anthony1  West  married  Ann . 

II-  Lieut.  Col.  John  West  married  Matilda  Scarborough.  See  Scarborough  Manuscript. 

III.  F  ranees  West  married  Richard2  Kellam.  See  Kellam  Manuscript. 

IV.  Jonathan  Kellam  married  Esther  Hornsby. 

V.  Argol  Kellam  married  . 

VI.  Margaret  Kellam  married  John  Johnson.  See  Johnson  Manuscript. 

VII.  Leah  Wainhouse  Johnson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.  See  Ayres  Manu¬ 

script. 

VIII.  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  married  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manu¬ 
script. 

Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 
script. 


IX. 
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DAWSON  FAMILY. 

[Hz'Vory  0/  //ze  Dawson  Family  by  P.  H.  Ditchfield,  M.A.,  F.S.A.,  F.R.S.L.,  F.R.Hist.S.,  Rec¬ 
tor  of  Barkham,  Berkshire,  pages  g  and  10]. 

“The  name  Dawson  is  of  Celtic  origin,  and  signifies  ‘the  son  of  David,’  ‘Daw’ 
or  ‘Dow’  being  a  contracted  form  of  the  favourite  Scottish  and  British  name  David. 

“Cumberland,  the  land  of  the  Cymbri,  was  for  a  long  time  part  of  the  domin¬ 
ion  of  the  Strathclyde  Britons,  wherein  Celtic  tribes  and  families  flourished  and 
maintained  their  hold  of  the  land.  Saxon  and  Danish  conquests  made  an  impres¬ 
sion  on  the  district,  but  in  the  time  of  the  Norman  Conquest  Archibald  Dawson 
was  holding  his  lands  at  Greystock,  and  was  a  gentleman  of  importance  in  the 
shire.  He  married  the  daughter  of  a  distinguished  Norman  knight,  a  follower  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  Thomas  Nevile  of  Hornby  Castle,  and  thus  continued  to 
preserve  his  estate.  It  does  not  seem  to  have  been  the  policy  of  the  Conqueror  or  of 
his  son  Rufus,  who  came  to  Carlisle,  to  dispossess  the  native  holders  of  land  in  this 
northern  district,  and  the  Dawsons  remained  on  their  estates.  Nothing  is  known  of 
the  immediate  successors  of  Archibald  Dawson.  They  probably  were  well  trained 
in  arms,  as  all  the  men  on  the  Border  land  between  England  and  Scotland  were 
compelled  by  force  of  circumstances  to  be  ever  on  the  guard  against  the  invasions 
of  the  wild  Scottish  clans  who  frequently  raided  the  district,  and  were  themselves 
raided  in  retaliation.  The  number  of  fortified  dwellings,  the  peel  towers  that  arose 
in  Cumberland,  was  considerable,  and  at  Greystock  there  was  one  wherein  the  Daw¬ 
sons  and  their  tenants  and  dependents  fled  for  safety.  There  was  a  walled  enclo¬ 
sure  within  which  the  cattle  were  driven  whenever  a  hostile  band  was  known  to 
have  crossed  the  frontier,  and  beacon-lights  flashed  from  hill  to  hill  to  give  warning 
of  their  approach.  Cumberland  was  a  perfect  school  of  arms,  which  bred  men  ever 
ready  for  the  fight,  who,  if  they  did  not  sleep  with  their  harness  on  their  backs, 
had  ever  their  weapons  ready  for  defence  or  onslaught. 

“Such  a  school  bred  great  warriors.  The  Dawsons  doubtless  contributed  their 
quota  of  armed  retainers  for  the  Scottish  wars,  when  they  fought  with  Edward  I. 
and  Edward  II.  and  Edward  III.” 

[British  Family  Antiquity,  Vol.  IV,  page  384]: 

“Portarlington. 

“Among  the  Norman  adventurers  who  attended  the  Conqueror  in  his  expedi¬ 
tion  to  England,  came  Marmaduke  D’Ossone,  from  whom  the  Dawson  family  of 
England  claim  a  lineal  descent. 

“Of  the  posterity  of  this  Marmaduke,  we  find  nothing  particular  mentioned  in 
history;  their  names  only  in  a  regular  succession,  and  their  intermarriages  with 
many  of  the  principal  families  of  England,  are  transmitted  down  to  us.” 

Tradition  among  the  Dawsons  of  Maryland  was  that  they  descended  from  the  Dawsons 
of  Cumberland,  England.  They  certainly  resembled  those  of  Cumberland,  England,  judging 
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from  the  pictures  the  compiler  has  seen.  Their  features  had  distinctive  family  characteris¬ 
tics,  especially  their  eyes.  Many  of  them  had  either  black  or  red  hair,  and  you  would  imme¬ 
diately  know  a  Dawson  by  his  eyes  and  stalwart  bearing.  We  cling  to  the  opinion  of  those 
who  trace  their  lineage  to  the  Cumberland  and  Yorkshire  Dawsons  from  England,  and  to 
some  who  went  to  Ireland.  The  Dawsons  of  Maryland  had  their  Coats  of  Arms  the  same  as 
the  family  in  Yorkshire. 

[Visitation  of  Yorkshire,  1584-85  by  Robert  Glover,  page  184]: 

“Arms— Azure,  a  chevron  ermine  between  three  arrows  or,  feathered  and 
barbed  argent,  on  a  chief  of  the  last  three  daws  sable,  a  canton  gules  charged  with 
a  mullet  or. 

“Crest— On  a  torse  argent  and  sable,  a  cat’s  head  affrontee  erased  argent, 
muschetee  sable,  holding  in  her  mouth  a  mouse  of  the  last.” 

[O’Hart’s  Irish  Pedigrees,  Vol.  II,  p.  160]: 

“Dawson:  Some  members  of  this  family  in  Munster  say  that  the  name  was 
originally  the  French  D’Ossone;  while  in  p.  402  of  Vol.  I  of  O’Hart’s  Irish  Pedi¬ 
grees  we  give  it  as  one  of  the  anglicised  forms  of  the  Irish  MacDaibhidh,  derived 
from  David  Mor,  who  is  No.  122  on  the  ‘Davidson’  pedigree,  and  who  lived  in  the 
beginning  of  the  15th  century.  Some  of  the  descendants  of  that  David  Mor  may 
have  emigrated  to  France,  and  there  assumed  the  name  D’Ossone;  but  some  of 
them  settled  in  England,  whence  some  of  their  descendants  afterwards  came  to  Ire¬ 
land,  under  the  name  Dawson.” 

[O’Hart’s  Irish  Pedigrees,  Vol.  II,  p.  160]: 

“Arms:  Gu.  on  a  bend  engr.  or,  three  martlets. 

“Crest:  A  talbot  pass. 

“Under  the  Acts  of  Settlement  and  Explanation  (1661-1665),  Captain  John, 
Richard,  and  Thomas  Dawson  obtained  grants  of  land  in  Ireland,  much  of  which 
has  passed  away  from  the  family;  and  many  members  of  the  family  are  reduced  to 
the  condition  of  tillers  of  the  soil.  This  Captain  John  Dawson  was  one  of  the 
‘Forty-nine  Officers’  [of  Oliver  Cromwell].”  This  is  recorded  as  a  guide  for  future 
researchers. 

We  now  proceed  with  the  known  Maryland  Dawsons,  and  the  compiler’s  proven  line, 
who  married  people  of  notable  descent,  and  who  were  always  recognized  as  “Gentlemen” 
living  quietly  on  their  estates,  without  political  aspirations. 

GENERATION  I. 

Nicholas  Dawson  of  Prince  Georges  Co.,  Md.,  who  died  at  “Saturday’s  Work”  in  1727, 
married  Mary  Doyne,  the  daughter  of  Robert  Doyne,  “an  Irish  Gentleman,”  and  a  devout 
Catholic,  who  came  into  Cecil  Co.,  Md.,  in  1670,  accompanied  by  his  brother  Joshua  Doyne 
and  an  associate  Michael  Dowdall,  for  whom  Jesse  Wharton,  Master  Mariner,  received 
land  in  St.  Mary’s  County.  He  must  have  been  a  kinsman,  for  Joshua  Doyne  named  a  son 
Jesse  Doyne,  and  Robert  Doyne  named  a  son  Wharton  Doyne.  See  further  the  Doyne 
Manuscript. 

Some  have  record  of  a  John  Dawson,  supposedly  the  father  of  the  first  known  Nicholas 
Dawson,  marrying  Rebecca  Doyne,  daughter  of  John  Doyne,  an  Irish  Gentleman.  Of  this 
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there  is  no  proof,  and  the  compiler  feels  it  has  been  confused  with  the  definite  statement  of 
Robert  Doyne,  who  was  always  called  an  “Irish  Gentleman.’’  Who  Nicholas  father  was  we 
know  not.  Land  patented  to  Robert  Doyne  was  continued  in  the  Dawson  family  to  the  sec¬ 
ond  generation,  John  Dawson.  Mary  (Doyne)  Dawson  in  her  will,  proved  January  24, 
1734-5,  states  that  all  the  property  she  possessed  came  to  her  through  her  “father,  Mr.  Rob¬ 
ert  Doyne,  Deced.’’ 

The  following  deed  proves  that  in  1708  Mary  Doyne,  the  youngest  child  of  Robert 
Doyne,  had  married,  circa  1704,  Nicholas  Dawson  of  Prince  Georges  County,  Maryland. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Upper  Marlborough,  Prince  Georges  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  C,  folio  224]: 

“Deed  dated  Sept.  22,  1708— Nicholas  Dawson  of  the  Province  of  Maryland, 
Gentleman,  and  Mary  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  sixteen  pounds  [16  lbs.  Ster¬ 
ling]  —  Do  give,  grant,  bargain,  alien,  sell,  assign,  and  enfeoff,  to  William  Hutch¬ 
inson,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  all  their  one  third  part  of  a  tract  or  parcel  of 
land  called  ‘Carrick  Furgus’  formerly  surveyed  for  Robert  Doyns  deceased,  by 
whom  it  descended  unto  Sarah  Doyns,  Verlinda  Doyn,  and  Mary  Doyn,  now  wife 
of  Nicholas  Dawson,  being  all  daughters  to  the  said  Robert  Doyns  and  co-heirs  to 
the  said  land.  The  said  tract  lying  situate  and  being  in  Prince  George’s  County. 

Signed  “Nicholas  Dawson’’  (seal) 

“Mary  Dawson’’  (seal) 

“Signed,  sealed  and 
delivered  in  the  presence  of 
Hen.  Acton 
Francis  Marbry  and 
Thomas  Noble.” 

“Endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  said  deed  as  follows:  On  the  22nd  day  of  Sept, 
came  before  us  Francis  Marbry,  and  Henry  Acton  two  of  her  Majestys  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  for  Prince  Georges  County,  the  within  Nicholas  Dawson,  and  Mary, 
his  wife  and  did  acknowledge  all  their  third  part  of  the  within  named  tract  of  land 
and  the  premises  with  the  appurtenances  to  be  the  true  Lawful  right  of  the  within 
named  William  Hutchinson.  October  5th,  1708.” 

[Charles  County,  Md.,  Liber  C,No.  2,  ijo6-ijn\. 

“Nich°.  Dawson  &  wife  Mary  sell  7  April  1710  to  W,n  Hutchinson  for  £20,  & 
other  considerations  100  acres  being  a  3rd  part  of  a  tract  called  ‘Lyons  Denn’  in 
Charles  County  lying  in  ye  woods  on  the  west  side  of  ye  maine  ffresh  [fresh  water] 
at  the  head  of  Wicocomico  River  near  to  Land  of  Capt.  ffendall  Beggining  at  a 
marked  White  Oake  and  Bounding  on  the  South  with  a  line  Drawne  West  South 
West  from  the  said  White  Oake  for  the  Length  of  one  Hundred  fifty  Perches  to  a 
bounded  red  oake  on  ye  West  with  a  line  Drawne  North  North  West  ffrom  ye  said 
oake  for  ye  Length  of  Three  Hundred  and  Twenty  Perches  to  a  bounded  Oake  on 
ye  North  with  a  line  Drawne  East  from  ye  End  of  ye  former  line  to  a  Bounded  white 
oake  Standing  by  an  old  Indian  field  neare  to  a  Swamp  that  boundeth  the  land  of 
Cap1  fendall  on  ye  East  with  the  said  land  Containing  Three  Hundred  acres  more 
or  less  as  also  fifty  acres  of  land  being  the  Third  part  of  a  Tract  of  Land  called 
‘ffendall’s  delight’  In  Charles  County  afsd.  Begining  at  a  bounded  White  oake  the 
bound  tree  of  the  said  ffendalls  Land  formerly  taken  up  by  Daniel  Johnson  called 
‘Lyons  Den’  Runeing  thence  East  South  East  one  hundred  and  twenty  Perches  to 
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a  bounded  White  Oake  Standing  on  ye  Easte  Side  of  a  ffresh  Run  In  Zachahs 
Swamp,  thence  South  West  one  Hundred  and  ffifty  Perches  to  a  bounded  Red 
oake,  thence  West  one  Hundred  and  twenty  Perches  to  a  bounded  Red  oake 
Standing  on  ye  Side  of  a  Hill,  thence  north  ninety  Perches  to  a  bounded  Pigghic- 
cory  thence  on  till  itt  comes  to  the  first  bound  Tree  Containing  one  Hundred  and 
ffifty  acres  more  or  less,  Together  with  all  Dwellings  houses  buildings  Barnes, 
Stables,  messuages.  Gardens,  etc.” 

[Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Md.  St.  Mary’s  and  Charles  Co.  Rent  Roll  No.  2,  folio 
326]: 

‘‘ACRES  RENT 

150  6  FENDALLS  DELIGHT  Sur  25  April  1670  for 

Sami  Fendall  at  a  bd  wt  oak  ye  bd  tree  of  ye  sd 
Fendalls  land  formerly  taken  up  by  Danl  Johnson 
called  ‘Lyons  Denn’.  Possr  Mary  Doyne  now 
wife  to  Ni  Dawson.” 

“Land  Office  of  Maryland,  Set: 

“I  hereby  certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an  entry  as  taken  from 
St.  Mary’s  &  Charles  County  Rent  Roll  No.  2,  folio  326,  which  is  one  of  the  Orig¬ 
inal  Record  Books  on  file  in  this  Office. 

“In  Testimony  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  Seal  of  the 
(SEAL)  Land  Office  of  Maryland,  this  eighth  day 

of  December,  Nineteen  hundred  and 
twenty  six. 

“D.  Russell  Talbott” 
Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office.” 

[Maryland  Calendar  of  Wills  by  Baldwin,  Vol.  Ill,  pages  211,  212.  Book  ly,  page 
3i7]: 

“Will  of  William  Hutchison,  Prince  George’s  Co.,  dated  13th  Dec.,  1708,  pvd.  23rd 
Apr.,  171 1. 

“To  son  John  and  hrs.,  all  land,  ‘Sangwhaire,’  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  in  north 
Britton,  descended  to  testator  by  will  of  his  father,  Mr.  John  Hutchison.  Sd.  son 
to  have  no  interest  in  lands  in  Maryland  unless  child,  hereafter  named  should  die. 

“To  dau.  Ann  and  hrs.,  700  A.,  ‘Piscataway  Forrest,’  300  A.,  ‘Sangwhaire,’ 
220  A.,  part  of  ‘Jessimund,’  bought  of  Mark  Lampton,  50  A.,  part  of  ‘Friendship,’ 
that  part  of  ‘Hazard’  from  main  road  to  ‘Piscataway  Creek,’  35  A.,  ‘Little  Worth’ 
and  400  A.,  part  of  800  A.,  held  in  partnership  with  Thos.  Addison. 

“To  dau.  Mary  and  hrs.,  i/2  760  A.,  ‘White  Haven,’  held  in  partnership  with 
Thos.  Addison  afsd.,  also  testator’s  portion  of  160  A.,  ‘Carlyle,’  850  A.,  ‘Friend¬ 
ship,’  held  in  partnership  with  sd.  Addison,  150  A.,  ‘The  Vineyard,’  yj,  of  ‘Satur¬ 
day  Work,’  ‘Speedwell’  adjoining  thereto  on  Hinfern  [Hinson]  Branch,  also  180 
A.,  ‘Carickfergus’  and  testator’s  half  of  32  A.,  ‘Want  Water.’ 

“To  son  William  and  hrs.,  550  A.,  ‘Rotterdam,’  660  A.,  ‘The  Indian  Town’ 
on  Nangemy  [Nanjemy]  Creek,  also  testator’s  part  of  ‘Wheeler’s  Purchase,’  bought 
of  John  Middleton  and  Hillary  Ball,  and  ‘Joint  Interest’  on  Pamunky  Creek. 

“To  dau.  Elizabeth  and  hrs.,  all  land  in  Pamunky  Neck,  viz.,  76  A.,  ‘Wheeler’s 
Adventure,’  250  A.,  ‘The  Chance,’  460  A.,  ‘Carruck,’  420  A.,  ‘Hickory  Hills,’  220 
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A.,  ‘The  Hogg  Penn,’  160  A.,  ...'. . .  joining  ‘Hickory  Hills’  afsd.  and  land  of 

Joshua  Marshall,  also  ^4  ‘Friendship,’  held  in  partnership  with  John  Brook  at 
Mattawoman. 

‘‘Should  3  daus.  afsd.,  or  any  one  of  them,  die  without  issue,  son  William  to 
inherit  portion  of  deceased,  and  sd.  son  dying  without  issue,  his  share  to  pass  in 
turn  to  sd.  daus.  and  hrs. 

“To  Col.  Thos.  Addison,  Jno.  Stoddart,  John  Batie,  Richard  Edgar,  William 
Tanyhill  and  Rev.  Nathaniel  Taylor,  personalty. 

“To  brother  George  Hutchison,  gift  of  personalty  which  is  to  be  sent  home 
to  him. 

“To  wife  Sarah,  all  lands  not  disposed  of,  and  those  obtained  by  marriage 
with  her;  also  residue  of  personal  estate,  jointly,  with  daus.  and  son  William  afsd. 

“Child,  to  remain  with  wife  during  their  minority;  if  she  die,  to  be  placed 
with  Protestants. 

“Exs.:  James  Staddart  and  John  Battie. 

“Test:  Thos.  Noble,  Francis  Wheeler,  Robt.  Clyd.” 

[Maryland  Calendar  of  Wills,  by  Baldwin,  Vol.  Ill,  page  2 12.  Book  13,  page  320]: 

“Will  of  Sarah  Hutchison,  Prince  George’s  Co.,  dated  16th  Apr.,  1711,  proved 

23rd  Apr.,  1711. 

“To  son  George  Hutchison,  all  lands  devised  by  late  husband,  William 

Hutchison,  and  those  descended  from  father,  .  [Robert  Doyne];  also, 

to  sd.  son,  such  portion  of  dow'er  rights  as  will  be  equal  to  that  left  by  sd.  husband 
to  ‘my’  other  child,  in  Md. 

“Exrs.:  Those  named  by  husband  in  his  will. 

“Test:  Nicholas  Dawson,  Thos.  Edelen,  Jno.  Fraser.’’ 

Sarah  Hutchison  was  a  daughter  of  Robert  Doyne  and  sister  to  Mary  (Doyne)  Dawson, 
Nicholas’  wife.  Their  mother  was  Mary  Stone,  daughter  of  Gov.  William  Stone  and  his  wife 
Verlinda  Cotton. 

Warrants  for  3000  acres  of  land  granted  to  Nicholas  Dawson,  1st.  No  record  of  Pat¬ 
ents  issued  to  him. 

[Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Maryland,  Warrants  A.  A.,  page  196]: 

“  17 13-— January  25th— Whereas  Nicholas  Dawson  of  Prince  George’s  County 
who  married  one  of  the  daughters  and  co-heiresses  of  Robert  Doyne  late  of  Charles 
County  Dec’d  by  his  humble  peticon  to  his  Ld’ps  Agent  has  sett  forth  that  the 
said  Robert  had  in  his  life  time  and  upon  the  28th  day  of  November  1688  granted 
him  a  warrant  for  one  thousand  acres  of  Land  and  alsoe  that  upon  the  same  day 
the  sd.  Robt.  and  a  certain  Coll  Wm.  Digges  late  of  the  said  County  dec’d  had 
Granted  unto  them  another  warrant  for  two  thousand  acres  of  Land  neither  of 
wch  ever  have  been  Executed  nor  caucon  for  them  as  yett  paid  the  petioner 
humbly  praide  that  he  in  his  capacity  afsd  and  as  Assignee  of  the  other  Coheiress 
and  her  husband  might  be  admitted  to  make  good  Rights  to  Soe  much  of  the  said 
two  warrants  belongede  to  the  said  Doyne  upon  the  termes  then  in  force  and  have 
the  like  quantity  notv  renewed  unto  him  all  which  was  allowed  him— Layout  there¬ 
fore  and  Survey  for  the  said  Nicholas  or  his  assigns  two  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
any  part  of  this  Province  not  formerly  laid  out  for  nor  cultivated  by  any  person 
nor  reserved  for  his  Lops.  [Lordship’s— Lord  Baltimore]  use  8cc.” 
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[Circuit  Court  for  Charles  County,  Md.,  Liber  F,  No.  2,  folio  59  etc.]: 

“At  the  request  of  James  Stoddert  of  Prince  Georges  County  Gent  ye  follow¬ 
ing  Deed  of  Conveyance  was  inrolled  ye  22d  Augt  1715. 

“THIS  INDENTURE  MADE  THE  EIGHT  DAY  OF  MARCH  IN  THE 
YEAR  OF  OUR  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  8c  fourteen  and  in  the  first  year 
of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  Lord  King  George  by  and  between  Nicholus  Dorson 
of  Prince  George’s  County  planter  and  Mary  his  wife  one  of  the  Daughters  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Doyne  heretofore  of  Charles  County  Gentleman  deceased  of  the  one  part  and 
James  Stoddert  of  Prince  Georges  County,  of  the  other  part  WITNESSETH  that 
whereas  the  said  Robert  Doyne  at  the  time  of  his  decease  was  seized  in  his  demesne 
as  of  fee  of  &  in  divers  tracts  &  parcels  of  land  in  Maryland  and  in  particular  of 
two  tracts  and  parcels  of  land  lying  on  Nanjemoy  Creek  in  Charles  County  the  one 
called  Rotterdam  containing  five  hundred  'k  fifty  acres  granted  &  confirmed  to  the 
said  Robert  Doyne  his  heirs  8c  assigns  forever  by  patent  from  the  right  honble 
Charles  Lord  and  Propriete  of  Maryland  bearing  date  the  ninth  day  of  June  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy  six,  the  other  tract  of  land 
adjoyning  upon  the  same  on  the  Lower  side  of  it  now  called  the  Indian  Town 
granted  8c  conveyed  to  the  said  Robert  Doyne  his  heirs  8c  assigns  forever  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Whitington  then  of  Accomack  in  Virginia  but  now  of  Somerset  County  in 
Maryland  Gentleman  bearing  date  the  eleventh  Day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  eighty  five  containing  six  hundred  acres  and  that 
whereas  the  said  Robert  Doyne  dyed  intestate  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  six 
children  that  is  to  say  Wharton  Doyne,  William  Doyne,  Sarah,  Virlinda,  Elinor 
and  Mary  Doyne  by  one  ventre  after  whose  death  the  said  two  tracts  of  land  and 
all  other  the  lands  and  tenements  of  the  said  Robert  Doyne  descended  &  fell  to  the 
said  Wharton  Doyne  as  eldest  son  &  heir  of  the  said  Robert  Doyne  &  to  his  heirs 
forever  and  the  said  Wharton  Doyne  of  the  said  two  tracts  of  land  8c  all  other  the 
lands  of  the  said  Robert  Doyne  in  form  aforesaid  being  seized  in  some  small 
time  after  dyed  beyond  the  sea  intestate  and  without  issue  by  whose 
death  all  the  lands  8c  tenements  that  the  said  Wharton  Doyne  was  seized  on 
in  his  life  time  particularly  the  two  tracts  &  parcels  of  land  aforesaid  de¬ 
scended  and  came  to  the  said  William  Doyne  as  brother  8c  heir  at  law  of  the  said 
Wharton  Doyne  to  him  8:  his  heirs  forever,  and  the  said  William  Doyne  of  the  lands 
8c  tenements  in  form  afsd  being  seized  in  some  small  time  afterwards  dyed  intestate 
and  without  issue  upon  whose  death  in  manner  afsd  all  the  lands  and  tenements 
aforesd  that  were  of  the  said  Robert  Doyne  in  his  life  time  and  that  were  not  al¬ 
ienated  or  sold  by  the  said  Wharton  Doyne  or  the  said  William  Doyne  in  their  life¬ 
time  both  of  whom  dyed  in  their  infancy  that  is  to  say  within  ye  age  of  twenty  one 
years  descended  8c  fell  to  the  said  Sarah,  Virlinda,  Elinor  and  Mary  Doyne  as  sisters 
of  the  said  William  Doyne  &  Wharton  Doyne  and  daughters  of  the  said  Robert 
Doyne  to  them  as  coheireses  and  their  heirs  forever  and  the  said  Elinor  Doyne  of 
one  fourth  part  of  the  lands  8c  tenements  aforesaid  in  form  aforesaid  being  seized 
in  some  small  time  afterwards  that  is  to  say  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  8c  five  dyed  intestate  and  without  issue  upon  whose  death  in  manner 
aforesaid  all  her  fourth  part  of  all  the  lands  8c  tenements  aforesaid  that  were  of  the 
said  Robert  Doyne  in  his  life  time  particularly  the  two  tracts  and  parcels  of  land 
aforesaid  descended  and  fell  to  the  said  Sarah,  Virlinda  and  Mary  Doyne  to  them  8c 
their  heirs  forever  which  said  Mary  the  said  Nicholas  Dorson  has  intermarried  with 


t 

■ 

:  »  iu  •  iAi  r>  ;ii.flV/  br  uJ  v  fc  -  10  L  »!<  i  m 


ic  io  me  S3. i ci  Nicholas  ic  .\farv  becomes  seizeo.  of  cne  cmrci  pun  or  cnac  rourth  part 
of  all  the  lands  and  tenements  aforesaid  that  the  afsd  Elinor  Doyne  was  seized  in 
as  coheirs  with  her  afsd  sisters  of  ye  said  William  Doyne  deceased  NOW  1  HIS 
INDENTURE  FURTHER  WITNESSETH  That  for  &  in  consideration  of  the 
quantity  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco  and  one  yard  of  fine 
musling  by  the  said  James  Stoddert  to  the  said  Nicholus  Dorson  8c  Mary  his  wife 
in  hand  paid  the  receipt  whereof  they  do  hereby  acknowledge  and  for  divers  other 
good  causes  and  considerations  them  hereunto  moving  by  the  tenor  of  these  pres¬ 
ents  doe  8c  have  given  granted  bargained  sold  alienated  assigned  &  confirmed  unto 
the  said  James  Stoddert  his  heirs  &  assigns  forever  all  that  the  said  Mary’s  right 
title  intrest  estate  claim  8:  demand  whatsoever  of  in  8c  to  that  third  of  the  fourth 
part  (that  descended  8;  came  to  her  by  the  death  of  ye  aforesaid  Elinor)  of  the  said 
two  tracts  and  parcels  of  land  before  mentioned  8c  expressed  lying  at  Nanjimoy  in 
Charles  County  aforesaid  the  one  called  Rotterdam  containing  five  hundred  8c 
fifty  acres  the  other  called  NANJEMY  INDIAN  TOWN  containing  six  hundred 
acres  both  by  estimation  according  to  the  line  8c  real  bounds  and  limits  thereof 
mentioned  either  in  the  Letters  patent  or  in  any  thing  else  whereby  they  are  truly 
and  really  expressed  together  with  all  houses  edifices  building  8c  ways  easements 
profits  commodities  advantages  k  appurtenances  whatsoever  of  in  8c  to  the  said  third 
part  of  the  said  fourth  part  of  the  aforesaid  two  tracts  and  parcels  of  land  belonging 
or  appertaining  to  the  said  Nicholas  and  Mary  as  aforesaid  and  all  patents  deeds 
writings  and  evidences  touching  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  To  Have  and  To 
Hold  the  said  Nicholus  8c  Mary’s  right  title  interest  estate  claim  8c  demand  w-tso- 
ever  of  in  8c  to  the  said  third  part  of  the  fourth  part  of  the  said  two  tracts  of  land 
and  premises  with  the  appurtenances  unto  ye  said  James  Stoddert  his  heirs  8:  as¬ 
signs  forever  and  that  they  ye  said  Nicholus  8c  Mary  and  their  heirs  the  third  part 
of  the  fourth  part  of  the  said  two  tracts  and  parcels  of  land  k  the  premises  to  them 
belonging  to  the  said  James  Stoddert  his  heirs  &  assigns  forever  against  them  and 
their  heirs  and  against  all  persons  whatsoever  claiming  by  from  or  under  them  or 
any  of  them  shall  Sc  will  forever  warrant  8c  defend  by  these  presents. 

IN  WITNESS  whereof  the  parties  firstly  above  mentioned  have  interchange¬ 
ably  sett  to  their  hands  and  fixed  their  seals  the  day  8c  year  firstly  above  written. 

“Nicho  Dawson”  (L  S) 

‘‘Signed  sealed  and  ‘‘Mary  Dawson”  (L  S) 

delivered  in  the  presence 
of  us 

The  Actdison 

Up  Wheeler  Thus  endorsed 

‘‘Memorandum  that  on  ye  eighth  day  of  March  1714  came  Mr.  Nicholas  Dawson 
and  Mary  his  wife  parties  to  the  within  deed  and  did  acknowledge  ye  same  in  due 
forme 

Before 

The  Actdison.” 

‘‘State  of  Maryland,  Charles  County,  to  wit:— 

I  Hereby  Certify  that  the  above  and  aforegoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of 
the  deed  from  Nicholas  Dawson  and  wife  to  James  Stoddert  as  recorded  among  the 
Records  of  Charles  County  in  Liber  F  No.  2,  folio  59  etc. 
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“In  Testimony  Whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affix  the  Seal  of  the  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court  for  Charles  County,  Maryland,  this  17th  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
1921. 

“Warren  M.  Albrittain”  Clerk 

(SEAL)  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Charles  County, 

Maryland.” 

Nicholas  Dawson  the  husband  of  Mary  (Doyne)  Dawson,  died  in  the  year  1727,  proven 
by  the  fding  of  his  Inventory  that  year.  The  record  follows: 


[Orphans’  Court,  Prince  Georges  Co.,  Md.,  Inventory  Book  Liber  P.  D.,  folio  53]: 


“  An  Inventory  of  ye  goods  and  Chattels  of  Mr.  Nich<>  Dawson  appraised 


ter  &  Thomas  Stonstreet  (July  ye  12th  1727.) 

£ 

“One  man  Servant  namd  Thomas  Whitson  7 

One  negro  man  namd  Frank  27 

2  Cows  &  Caulor  3  Cows  &  3  yarlings  at  1  15  8 

9  Sows  at  8d  a  peace  3 

9  Old  Lather  Chears  at  5d  2 

1  Old  Gun  1  Old  looking  Glass  2  Old  Tables  1  Old  farm  [frame]  o 

1  Old  Chest  Draws  2  Old  Trunks  1  Old  Chest  1  Doal  Box  1 

A  parcel  of  old  waring  aparrill  1 

A  parcel  of  Earthen  ware  Some  old  Books  1  Slate  o 

2  Old  Feather  Beds  &  Furniture  &  2  old  bed  Steads  7 

1  Old  Clock  bed  boalster  1  Rug  1  pr  old  Sheets  1 

2  Old  horses  1  old  Mare  4 

A  parcel  old  table  linings  2  old  Shirts  &  thread  o 

Stockings  . 

26  pound  old  pewter  8d  o 

3  Iron  potts  &  hooker  at  go  1 

A  small  pr  of  lire  Shovele  and  Tongs  o 

A  par.h  old  Lumbermts 

1  Sadie  housing  &  Bridole  o 

10  Small  Shoates  o 

Some  Small  Trade  for  a  pr  of  Bruch’s  o 


by  Wal- 

s  d 
o  o 
o  o 
15  o 
12  o 
05  o 
17  6 

00  o 
00  o 
08  6 

00  o 
15  o 
10  o 
04  6 

»7  4 

06  6 

02  6 

04  o 
8  o 
5  o 
3  0 


£68  13  10 


£  68  13  10 


“The  above  Inventory  was  taken  according  as  is  Exprest  July  12th  1727  Witness 
our  hands  &  Seals 


“Fran:  TolsonI  Cred„ 
Jno.  Abingtonj 


“Walter  Bayne”  (L  S) 

“Thomas  T  Stonstreet”  (L  S)” 

Jno.  Dawson  )  .  . 

„  >  nearest  a  kin 

I  hos.  Dawson  j 


“September  29th  1727  Then  came  Mary  Dawson  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  ye  within  is  a  Just  &  perfect  Inventory  of  all  &  singu¬ 
lar  the  goods  and  chattels  of  Nich*  Dawson  late  of  Prince  George’s  County  Deced 
that  have  come  to  her  hands  posession  or  Knowledge  that  she  Knows  of  no  conceal¬ 
ment  of  any  part  or  parcel  nor  suspects  any  by  any  person  whatsoever  &  that  if  she 


f  vm  j  a  bJftus 1  '1  I  1 

' 

, 


' 


io  f)  ><aii  •  ilr.I m  'it  .1  .  5<M  to  fbilwb  i>ai  tfxx :j#  aril  r\ 


326 


DAWSON 


shall  hereafter  Discover  or  suspect  any  concealment  she  will  acquaint  ye  Com.ry 
Gen.  [of  the]  Co  for  ye  time  being  or  his  Dty  with  Such  Discovery  that  it  may  be 
Enquired  into  &  she  will  well  and  truly  give  an  acct  of  every  part  and  parcel  of  ye 
Deced  personal  Estate  that  shall  hereafter  come  to  her  hands  possession  or  Knowl¬ 
edge. 

“Sworn  before 
“Pat  Dent  — 

Dty.  Comry 
of  Pr.  Geo.  County.” 


“State  of  Maryland,  Prince  George’s  County: 

“I,  William  T.  Davis,  Register  of  Wills  for  Prince  George’s  County,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the, 

Inventory  In  re  Estate  of  Mr.  Nich’o  Dawson  late  of  Prince  Georges  County,  Mary- 
land,  Deceased,  as  the  same  appears  recorded  in  Liber  P.  D.  Folio  53  One  of  the  In¬ 
ventory  Books  of  the  Orphans’  Court  of  Prince  Georges  County,  Maryland. 

“In  Testimony  Whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my 
name  and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Orphans’  Court  of 
(SEAL)  said  County  this  9th  day  of  August  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  nineteen  hundred  and  twenty  one. 
“Test: 

“William  T.  Davis” 

Register  of  Wills  for  Prince  Georges 
County,  Md.” 


The  Account  of  Mary  (Doyne)  Dawson,  Administratrix  of  the  estate  of  Nicholas  Daw¬ 
son,  dated  August  22,  1728: 

[Land  Office  of  Maryland,  Annapolis,  Md.,  Accounts  Liber  9,  folio  64]: 
“MARYLAND  SST: 

“The  Account  of  Mary  Dawson  Admrx:  of  Nicholas  Dawson  late  of  Prince 
Georges  County  Deced  being  as  well  an  Account  of  all  and  Singular  the  Goods 
Chattels  Sc  Creditts  of  the  Deced  as  of  what  necessary  Payments  Sc  Disbursements 
made  out  of  the  same  Estate  (Vizt) 

“The  Account:  Charges  herself  with  the  Goods  and  Chattels  of  the  Deced  Spe¬ 
cified  in  an  Invry.  Exhibited  to  the  Prerogative  Office  Amount¬ 


ing  to .  £68  13  10. 

And  further  Charges  herself  with  the  Cropp  of  Tobo.  on  hand  at 

the  time  of  the  Deced  Death  being  2000  at  i(1  per  lb.  is .  8  6  8. 


77—6 

“And  humble  Craves  Allowance  of  the  following  Necessary  Pay¬ 


ments  and  Disbursements  made  out  of  the  Same  Estate  (Vizt) 

“Funeral  Charges  allowed .  2  15 

Cash  due  from  the  Deced  to  Mr.  John  Abington  as  per  Acct. 

proved  and  paid  by  this  Account  as  per  act  appears .  14  2  1 

Tobo.  due  from  Do  to  Do  as  per  Do  proved  and  paid  by  this  Ac¬ 
count  2222  lbs.  at  id  per  lb.  is .  9  5  2 
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Cash  due  from  Do  to  Wm  Piles  as  per  Do  proved  and  paid  by  this 

Account  as  per  act.  apprs .  2  10 

Do  due  from  Do  to  Thos.  Middleton  as  per  Do  proved  and  paid 

by  this  Account  as  per  Act.  apprs .  1  g  41^ 

Tobo.  due  from  Do  to  Robert  Taylor  Sher.  for  three  Levies  as  per 

Acct  and  paid  by  this  Account:  as  per  rect.  appr.  306  at  id  per  lb.  1  5  6 

Cash  due  from  Do  to  Francis  Tollison  as  per  Acct.  proved  &  pd 

by  this  Account  as  per  rect.  appr .  7  7  G 

Do  due  from  Do  to  James  Wallis  as  per  Do  proved  and  pd  by  this 

Account:  as  per  rect.  appears . ; .  2  14  ii/> 

Cash  due  from  Do  to  Eliz.  Primes  as  per  Do  proved  and  paid  by 

this  Account  as  per  rect:  apprs .  2 

Tobo.  due  from  the  Deced  to  James  Bonefont  as  per  Account 

proved  and  pd  by  this  Account:  as  per  rect.  apprs .  2  3  5 

Do  due  to  the  Hon.  Holland  Lee  &  Brooke  Comr.  as  per  their 

Acct  &  rect.  apprs.  240  at  id  per  lb .  1 

Do  due  to  Charles  Calvert  Esqr.  Comry.  Genii  as  per  acct.  Sc  rect. 

apprs  7 2  at  id  per  lb .  6 

Do  paid  the  Deputy  Comry.  for  passing  this  Account  50  at  id 

per  lb .  4  2 

Cash  paid  the  Deputy  Comry.  for  stating  this  Account .  g 

To  my  Com.  for  paying  £42  —  18  —  4  at  10  per  ct .  4  5  10 

49  *9  2 

Ballance  due  to  the  Estate  27  1  4 

77  —  6 

“The  heirs  are  John,  Thomas,  Wm.,  George,  Bonomy  [Benoni] 
and  Nicholas  Dawson,  the  eldest  [John]  at  about  22  yrs.  old. 

“Augst.  ye  22d—  1728. 


“Then  Came  Mary  Dawson  and  made  oath  on  the  holy  Evangelists  of  Allmighty 
God  that  this  is  a  Just  and  true  Account  well  after  due  Examination  by  Virtue  of  a 
Special  Com.  from  the  Prerogative  Office  is  Passed  by 

PET:  DENT  D.  COMRY. 

“The  Admx.  craves  of  Prs.  Geo.  County 

two  months  to  bring  in 

her  additional  Account.  Pet.  Dent  D.  Comry.” 

“LAND  OFFICE  OF  MARYLAND,  SCT: 

“I  Hereby  Certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Account  of  Mary 
Dawson,  Administratrix  of  the  Estate  of  Nicholas  Dawson,  passed  August  22nd, 
1728,  as  taken  from  Accounts  Liber  9,  folio  64,  one  of  the  original  Record  Books 
on  file  in  this  Office. 

“IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have  here¬ 
unto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  Seal  of  the  Land 
(SEAL)  Office  of  Maryland,  this  2gth.  day  of  July,  nineteen 

hundred  and  twenty-one. 

“Jas.  S.  Shepherd” 

COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE.” 


I  (>!  A  :  ■  ■  fO 


328 


DAWSON 


WILL  OF  MARY  (DOYNE)  DAWSON. 

First  found  by  the  compiler  at  Upper  Marlboro,  Prince  Georges  Co.,  Md.,  and 
afterwards  at  Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Md. 

[Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Md.  Wills,  Liber  2 1,  folio  311]: 

Will  of  Mary  (Doyne)  Dawson,  dated  14  Dec.  1734,  proved  24  Jan.  1734/5. 

“IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AMEN  —  I  Mary  Dawson  of  Prince  George’s 
County  in  the  Province  of  Maryland,  Widow,  being  sick  and  weak  in  body  but  of 
sound  and  perfect  mind  and  memory  do  make  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in 
manner  and  form  following: 

“That  is  to  say,  first  and  principally,  I  recommend  my  Soul  into  the  hands  of 
my  blessed  Redeemer  Jesus  Christ  hopeing  through  his  Merits  to  have  full  and  per¬ 
fect  pardon  for  all  my  Sins  and  my  Body  to  the  Earth  to  be  decently  buried  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ability  and  discretion  of  my  Exr.  hereafter  mentioned  and  as  for  my 
worldly  Goods  wch  it  has  pleased  God  to  bestow  on  me  I  give  as  follows: 

“IMPRIMIS:  I  give  to  my  Son  John  Dawson  all  my  right  and  Title  of  the 
Land  called  SATURDAY’S  WORK  whereon  I  now  live  to  him  and  his  Heirs  and 
Assigns  forever. 

“ITEM:  I  give  unto  my  Son  Thomas  Dawson  all  my  Right  and  title  of  the 
land  called  CONSTANT  FRIENDSHIP  lying  in  Baltimore  County  on  Bush 
River  to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

“ITEM:  I  give  unto  my  Sons  William  and  George  Dawson  all  my  right  and 
Title  of  the  Land  called  SPRING  BANKS  lying  in  Somerset  County  to  them 
their  Heirs  &  Assigns  forever  equally  to  be  divided  between  them. 

“ITEM:  I  give  unto  my  Son  Nicholas  Dawson  all  my  right  and  title  which  I 
have  or  hereafter  may  have  in  and  to  the  Land  called  SLIGO  lying  some  distance 
from  the  East  Branch  of  Potomac  (which  Land  as  well  as  all  the  other  Tracts  came 
to  me  by  my  father  Mr.  Robert  Doyne  Deced.)  to  him  k  his  heirs  forever. 

“My  will  and  order  is  that  my  two  Sons  George  and  Nicholas  being  under 
Age  shall  be  at  their  choice  to  choose  which  of  their  Brothers  to  live  with  or  to  live 
with  any  other  Person  at  their  discretion  during  the  time  of  their  Minority  and 
lastly  when  all  my  Just  Debts  be  paid  if  anything  of  my  Personal  Estate  shall  re¬ 
main  I  give  it  to  my  Son  John  Dawson  (only  Reserving  such  sufficient  part  thereof 
which  the  said  John  shall  apply  to  give  his  Brother  Nicholas  a  reasonable  and  nec¬ 
essary  Schooling  that  is  to  Read,  Write  and  cast  Account)  and  that  the  said  John 
Dawson  I  appoint  to  be  Executor  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  revoking 
and  making  Null  all  former  Will  or  Wills  by  me  made. 

“IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  Seal  this  14th 
Day  of  Decembr.  Annoq.  Dom:  1734. 

Her 

“MARY  X  DAWSON’’  (SEAL) 
“Signed  Scaled  published  Mark 

&:  declared  by  Mrs.  Mary 
Dawson  to  be  her  Last  Will 
&:  Testament  before  us 

(the  words  ir  George  in 
the  Body  of  the  Will 
Interlined  before  signing) 

“John  I  .owe.  John  Lowe  Junr.  Thos.  Grenehalgh. 
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“To  which  Will  was  annexed  the  following  Probate: 

SS:  Janry  ye  24th:  1734/5  Then  came  John  Lowe  Senr  John  Lowe  Junr  and 
Thomas  Grenehalgh  the  three  subscribing  evidences  to  the  foregoing  Will  and 
after  being  didy  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  declare  and  say 
that  they  saw  Mary  Dawson  the  Deceased  Testator  Sign  the  foregoing  Will  and 
heard  her  publish  and  declare  the  same  to  be  her  last  Will  and  Testament  and 
at  the  time  of  so  doing  she  was  of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory  to  the 
best  of  their  apprehension  and  in  her  presence  and  at  her  request  they  subscribed 
the  same  as  Evidences 
“Sworn  before 

PET:  DENT  DEPT.  COMRY 
OF  PR.  GEO.  COUNTY.” 


“LAND  OFFICE  OF  MARYLAND,  SCT: 

“I  Hereby  Certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  last  will  and  testa¬ 
ment  of  Mary  Dawson,  probated  January  24th,  1734/5,  as  recorded  in  Liber  21, 
folio  311,  one  of  the  record  books  on  file  in  this  Office. 

“IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  Seal 
of  the  Land  Office  of  Maryland,  this 
twenty-third  of  June,  nineteen  hundred  and 
twenty-one. 

“Jas.  S.  Shepherd” 

“COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE.” 

Children  of  Nicholas  Dawson  (died  1727)  and  his  wife  Mary  (Doyne)  Dawson,  (b.  circa 
1682-3,  wiH  dated  14  Dec.  1734,  pvd.  24  Jan.  1734-5). 

1.  John  Dawson  inherited  “Saturday’s  Work,”  Prince  Georges  Co.,  Md.,  b.  1706,  d. 
1764,  mar.  Martha  Ann  Marbury,  b.  11  Sept.  1715,  d.  Jan.  28,  1795;  of  whom  further. 

2.  Thomas  Dawson  inherited  “Constant  Friendship”  in  Baltimore  County,  Md.  on 
Bush  River. 

3.  William  Dawson  inherited  “Spring  Banks,”  Somerset  Co.,  Md. 

4.  George  Dawson  inherited  with  his  brother  William  “Spring  Banks,”  Somerset  Co., 
Md.,  was  under  age  1734. 

5.  Nicholas  Dawson  inherited  “Sligo”  lying  some  distance  from  the  East  Branch  of  Po¬ 
tomac,  was  under  age  1734. 

6.  Benoni  (Benony)  Dawson,  probably  died  young,  not  mentioned  in  Mary  (Doyne) 
Dawson’s  will  pvd.  1734-5. 


Seal  of 
The  Land 
Office  of 
Maryland. 


GENERATION  II. 

John  Dawson,  the  eldest  son  of  Nicholas  Dawson  of  Prince  Georges  County  and  Mary 
(Doyne)  Dawson  his  wife,  was  born  in  the  year  1706,  proven  by  the  Administration  Ac¬ 
count  of  his  father  previously  given.  This  was  dated  August  22,  1728,  in  which  John  Daw¬ 
son  is  named  the  eldest  heir,  and  his  age  given  “at  about  22  years  old.” 

From  his  Mother,  Mary  (Doyne)  Dawson,  he  inherited  “Saturday’s  Work,”  the  home 
plantation,  being  1/3  of  the  original  500  acres  bought  by  Robert  Doyne  from  Robert  Mid¬ 
dleton  and  Mary  his  wife  in  the  year  1688.  See  Doyne  Manuscript. 
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It  will  be  seen  by  the  deed  herein  given  from  John  Dawson  and  Martha  Ann  his  wife, 
that  she  was  the  daughter  of  Francis  Marbury  and  Frances  (Heard)  Marbury,  his  2nd  wife. 

The  birth  of  Martha  Ann  Marbury,  daughter  of  Francis  Marbury  and  Frances  (Heard) 
Marbury,  his  2nd  wife,  is  given  as  occurring  on  the  1  ith  of  September,  1715.  (See  St.  John’s 
or  Piscattaway  Parish  Register,  Prince  Georges  County,  page  302,  at  I  he  Maryland  Histor¬ 
ical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md.)  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 

In  the  two  following  deeds,  the  wife  of  John  Dawson  signed  once  as  “Martha  Ann  Daw¬ 
son”  and  in  one  as  “Ann.”  She  was  the  same  person,  as  her  Inventory  is  said  to  be  entered  as 
“Martha  Anne  Dawson”  on  March  15th,  1795. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Upper  Marlboro,  Prince  Georges  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  T,  folio  466]: 

“At  the  request  of  William  Thomas,  the  following  deed  was  recorded  June  the 
twenty-eighth  day.  Anno  Domini,  seventeen  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

“This  Indenture,  made  the  twenty-first  day  of  June,  in  the  twenty-third  year 
of  the  Dominion  of  the  Right  Honorable  Charles  Absolute  Lord  and  Proprietary  of 
the  Province  of  Maryland,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  BETWEEN  John  Dawson  of  Prince  George’s  County, 
planter,  and  Martha  Ann,  his  wife,  daughter  and  devisee  of  Francis  Marbury  late 
of  the  county  aforesaid,  gentleman,  deceased,  of  the  one  part  and  William  Thomas, 
of  the  county  aforesaid,  carpenter  of  the  other  part, 

“WITNESSETH,  that  the  said  John  Dawson  and  Martha  Ann  his  wife,  for 
and  in  consideration  of  four  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  to  them  in  hand  paid  or 
secured  to  be  paid,  at  or  before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents  as  also 
for  divers  other  good  considerations,  them  hereunto  moving,  have  given,  granted, 
bargained,  sold  and  do  hereby  give,  grant,  bargain  and  sell  unto  him  the  said  Wil¬ 
liam  Thomas,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  and  singular  their  right,  title,  claim  and  de¬ 
mand  of  in  and  to  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  county  aforesaid  called  ‘Mistake’,  be¬ 
ing  bounded  as  following,  viz.,  Beginning  at  a  bounded  gum  the  first  tree  of  the  land 
called  ‘brothers  delight’  and  second  bound  tree  of  ‘Dollman’s  Folly’,  running 
thence  north,  northwest  forty  perches,  north  ten  degrees  east  thirty  four  perches, 
north  five  degrees  east  thirty  six  perches,  east  fifteen  degrees  north  thirty  six 
perches,  south  east  seventy  five  perches,  north  by  west  two  hundred  and  seventy 
perches  west  thirty-two  degrees  southerly  two  hundred  and  forty  perches,  thence 
by  a  straight  line  to  the  beginning  containing  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres, 
more  or  less,  together  with  all  and  singular  buildings,  improvements,  advantages 
and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging  or  in  any  ways  appertaining. 

“TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD,  the  right,  title,  claim  and  demand  of  them 
the  said  John  &  Martha  Ann  in  and  to  the  tract  of  land  and  premises  with  the  ap¬ 
purtenances  unto  him  the  said  William  Thomas  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  and 
to  his  and  their  only  proper  use  and  behoof  forever  and  the  said  John  and  Martha 
Ann  for  themselves  and  their  heirs  do  by  these  presents  covenant,  grant,  promise 
and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  William  Thomas,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  manner 
and  form  following,  that  is  to  say,  that  he  the  said  William  Thomas  and  his  heirs 
or  any  person  lawfully  claiming  from,  by,  or  under  him  or  them  shall  and  may  at 
all  times  hereafter,  lawfully,  peaceably  and  quietly  have,  hold,  possess  and  enjoy 
the  aforesaid  right,  title,  claim  and  demand  of  them  the  said  John  Dawson  and 
Martha  Ann,  his  wife,  of  in  and  to  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land  and  premises  with 
the  appurtenances  without  any  let,  hindrance  or  disturbance  of  them  the  said  John 


' 

\  '•  1  J 


DAWSON 


331 


and  Martha  Ann  or  their  heirs  or  of  any  person  claiming  by,  from,  or  under  them 
or  either  of  them  and  further  that  they  the  said  John  and  Martha  Ann  and  their 
heirs  shall  and  will  at  any  time  hereafter  make,  seal  deliver  and  execute  unto  him 
the  said  William,  his  heirs  and  assigns  any  other  deed  for  the  further  confirmation 
of  the  right,  title,  claim  and  demand  of  them  the  said  John  and  Martha  Ann  of  in 
and  to  the  tract  of  land  and  premises  with  the  appurtenances  unto  him  the  said 
William,  his  heirs  and  assigns  to  the  person  lawfully  claiming  under  him  or  them 
for  the  time  being,  and  lastly  that  they  the  said  John  Dawson  and  Martha  Ann  his 
wife,  and  their  heirs  shall  and  will  warrant  and  forever  defend  the  aforesaid  tract 
of  land  and  premises  with  the  appurtenances  unto  him  the  said  William  Thomas, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  against  a  certain  John  Middleton  of  the  County  aforesaid, 
planter,  or  any  person  claiming  by,  from  or  under  him,  and  against  any  person 
claiming  by,  from  or  under  the  above  named  Francis  Marbury  the  devisor. 

“IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  said  John  Dawson  and  Martha  Ann  his 
wife,  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 


“John  Dawson” 
her 

(SEAL) 

“Sealed  &  Delivered 

“Martha  Ann  M  Dawson” 

(SEAL) 

in  the  presence  of 

Jno  Addison 

mark 

John  Sweeting.” 

“ON  THE  BACK  OF  WHICH  DEED  was  this  Indorsed. 


“PRINCE  GEORGE’S  COUNTY,  SS:- 

“June  the  21st,  1737  Came  John  Dawson  and  Martha  Ann  his  wife,  before 
me  and  acknowledged  all  and  singular  their  right,  title,  claim,  interest  and  demand 
of  in  and  to  the  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  of  land  within  mentioned  and 
premises  with  the  appurtenances  to  be  in  the  within  named  William  Thomas,  his 
heirs  and  assigns  forever,  and  the  said  Martha  Ann,  being  by  me  privately  exam¬ 
ined  out  of  the  hearing  of  her  said  husband  did  declare  that  she  became  a  party  to 
the  within  deed  and  made  the  above  acknowledgment  willingly  and  freely  and 
without  being  induced  thereto  by  fears  or  threats  of  or  ill  usage  by  her  said  hus¬ 
band  or  fear  of  his  displeasure.  Acknowledged  and  examined  before, 

“Jno  Addison’’. 

“June  the  21st,  1737,  Received  from  William  Thomas  four  thousand  pounds  of  to¬ 
bacco  the  consideration  within  mentioned  I  say  reed,  by  me. 

)  lbs. 

“John  Dawson”  tobacco 
)  4000 

“TEST:- 

“Jno  Addison” 

“June  28th,  1737,  Received  from  William  Thomas  nine  shillings  and  three 
farthings  sterling  as  an  alienation  fine  on  the  within  two  hundred  and  twenty  seven 
acres  of  land  by  order  of  Benjamin  Tasker,  Esquire,  agent  of  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Lord  Proprietary  of  Maryland, 

“A.  Contee”. 
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“STATE  OF  MARYLAND, 

PRINCE  GEORGE’S  COUNTY,  TO  WIT:- 

“I  HEREBY  CERTIFY,  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  copy  of  Deed  recorded 
in  Liber  T,  folio  466  one  of  the  land  records  of  Prince  George’s  County,  Mary¬ 


land. 


(SEAL) 


“IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have 
hereto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the 
Seal  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the 
State  and  County  aforesaid,  this  6th 
day  of  December,  A.D.,  1926. 

“S.  D.  Hall’’ 

Clerk.” 


Note:  This  property  “Mistake”,  was  given  to  Martha  Ann  (Marbury)  Dawson  by  her 
father  Francis  Marbury  in  his  will  dated  Jan.  1,  1 7 34-  $ee  Marbury  Manuscript. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Upper  Marlboro,  Prince  Georges  Co.,  Md„  Liber  E.  E.,  folio 
107]: 

“This  Indenture  made  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  November  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-six,  between  John  Dawson  of  Prince 
George’s  County,  planter  and  Ann  his  wife  of  the  one  part  and  John  Tolson  of  the 
same  County  Innholder  of  the  other  part. 

“Witnesseth  that  the  said  John  Dawson  8c  Ann  his  wife  for  8c  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  paper  currency  to  them  in  hand  paid  by  the  said 
John  Tolson  at  or  before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents  the  receipt 
whereof  he  the  said  John  Dawson  8c  Ann  his  wife  doth  hereby  acknowledge  and 
themselves  therewith  to  be  fully  satisfied  and  paid  8c  thereof  and  of  every  part  8c 
parcel  1  thereof  doth  hereby  acquit  8c  exonerate  8c  discharge  the  said  John  Tolson, 
his  Heirs,  Adm.  8:  Assigns  forever  by  these  presents  8:  for  other  good  causes  and 
considerations,  him  the  said  John  Dawson  8c  Ann  his  wife,  moving  Have  given, 
granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened  and  enfeoffed  and  confirmed  8c  by  these  presents 
doth  clearly  8c  absolutely  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  enfeoff  8c  confirm  unto  the 
said  John  Tolson  his  heirs,  Executors,  Adm’s.  8c  Assigns  forever  all  that  parcell  of 
land  being  the  third  part  of  a  Tract  of  land  called  ‘Saturday’s  Work,’  the  other  two 
thirds  of  the  said  Tract  of  land  being  the  several  rights  of  Verlinda  Taylor  and 
Sarah  Hutchinson,  Aunts  to  the  said  John  Dawson,  [Daughters  of  Robert  Doyne, 
Gent.,  and  sisters  to  Mary  (Doyne)  Dawson]  or  of  some  person  or  persons  claiming 
by,  from  or  under  them,  Scituate  lying  and  being  in  the  County  afs’d  which  is  the 
said  John  Dawson’s  dwelling  plantation,  the  whole  tract  containing  Five  hundred 
acres  of  Land  more  or  less,  together  with  all  dwelling  houses.  Out  houses,  Tobacco 
houses,  Fences,  Orchards,  Gardens,  Woods,  Ways,  Improvements,  Conveyances, 
Members  8c  Appurtenances  to  the  same  belonging  or  in  any  ways  appertaining. 

“To  have  8c  to  hold  the  said  parcell  of  land,  etc.  to  the  said  John  Tolson.  That 
he  the  said  John  Dawson  8c  Ann  his  Wife  at  the  time  of  Ensealing  8c  delivery  of 
these  presents  is  seized  of  8c  in  the  said  parcell  of  Land  8c  premisses  with  the  appur¬ 
tenances  in  a  good,  pure,  perfect  8c  absolute  Estate  of  Inheritance  in  fee  simple  etc. 

“John  Dawson”  (SEAL) 

“Witnesses:  her 

John  Edelon  “Ann  X  Dawson”  (SEAL) 

Thos.  Dawson.  mark 
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“November  24,  1746.  Then  came  John  Dawson  &  acknowledged  deed  before 
two  of  his  Lordship’s  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

“Jno.  Hawkins,  Junr.” 

“Geo.  Fraser.” 

“Memorandum.  That  there  is  fifteen  foot  of  the  within  land  Excepted,  where 
Mr.  Nichs  Dawson  was  buried.”  [This  spot  had  originally  been  marked  with  a 
wooden  Cross  (Walnut),  the  location  being  pointed  out  by  a  Mrs.  Fisher,  and  the 

compiler  was  given  permission  by  her  son,  Mr . Fisher,  then  the  owner, 

to  place  a  granite  shaft  as  a  permanent  marker], 

“Nov.  27,  1746  —  Received  of  John  Tolson  five  shillings  seven  pence  Sterling 
Alienation  fine  for  within  mentioned  land. 

“Thos.  Lee”  Chan. 

“Nov.  24,  1746.  Then  came  Ann  the  wife  of  the  within  mentioned  John  Daw¬ 
son  and  acknowledged  her  assent  to  the  within  &c. 

“Geo.  Fraser  &  John  Hawkins,  Junr.” 


John  Dawson  died  intestate  before  June  10,  1764,  as  on  that  date  his  Inventory  was 
filed  in  Prince  Georges  County,  Maryland  by  Martha  Ann  Dawson,  his  Administratrix. 


[Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Md.  Prince  George  County  Inventories,  Liber  84,  folio 
204]: 

“The  Inventory  of  all  the  singular  goods  and  chatties  belonging  to  the  Estate  of 
John  Dawson  late  of  Prince  Georges  County  deed  appraised  in  Current  Money 
this  23d  day  of  April  1764  by  we  the  Subscribers  whose  names  are  at  bottom. 


“  1  old  feather  Bed  and  Bolster  Bedstead  and  Cord 
1  old  Do.  Bed  with  old  Quilt  2  Course  Sheets 
6  old  Broken  Rush  Chairs  6/  1  Spinning  Wheel  8/ 

1  pr.  old  Wool  Cards  6d.  1  pr.  pot  hooks  gd. 

40  lb.  old  Broken  pot  Iron  2/6  one  old  Table  2/6 
1  small  old  Broken  Desk  with  2  Drawers 
1  Tea  pot  3  Saucers  1  Cup  1/9 
1  old  broken  Brass  Spice  Mortar  1/3 
1  Tin  Canister  6d.  1  Earthen  Jarr  1/6 

1  old  Broken  Box  Iron  one  heater 
1  old  Drawing  Knife  gd.  1  old  Broad  Ax  2/6 
1  Augre  1/  1  Gouge  6d.  1  Gimlet  id. 

1  old  Cannister  3d.  1  pr.  old  Shoemakers  pinchers  3d. 

1  Horse  Bell  2/6  1  Water  Pail  2/6 

1  Wooden  Bowl  6d.  1  20  Galln.  Cask  4/ 

4  old  Pewter  plates  2/6  3  lb  old  Dish  Pewter  2/6 

1  old  Meal  Sifter  gd.  1  old  Saddle  Tree  1/ 

2  small  Yearlings  Raw  hides  1/  one  Tub  1/ 

2  old  Check  Linnen  Shirts  2/6  1  qt.  Mug  gd. 

1  old  wig  1/  1  old  Coat  2/6  1  Jacket  2/6 

4  Barrells  Indian  Corn  a  10/  1  old  hand  Saw  1/6 

1  Sow  and  4  pigs  12/  6  small  Shoats  10/  2  ewes  12/ 

1  Mare  £4  4  Cows  a  32/  1  Heifer  20/ 
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4  Yearlings  a  8/  1  old  Wedge  gd.  1  old  Bedstead  1/ 

792  lb.  Crop  Tob.  o.  a  12/6  per  ct. 


her 

“Verlinder  X  Dawson 
mark 

“Thos.  Dawson  Junr,  two  kin' 
“George  Hardey  Junr  for 
Edward  Trafford  &  Sons 
G.  Scott  a  Creditor 


“ROBT  WADE’’ 
“RICHD  EDELEN 


Creditors 
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£27  18  10 

(SEAL) 
Junr’’  (SEAL) 


“Prince  Georges  County  Ss.  On  the  10th  day  of  June  1764  came  Martha  Ann  Daw¬ 
son  administratrix  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  John  Dawson  late  of  Prince  Georges 
County  Planter  deced  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  God  that 
the  within  is  a  just  and  perfect  inventory  of  the  same  that  came  to  her  hands  at  the 
time  of  the  making  thereof  and  that  what  hath  since  or  shall  hereafter  come  to  her 
hands  possession  she  will  make  an  additional  Inventory  that  she  knows  of  no  con¬ 
cealment  of  any  part  or  parcel  thereof  by  any  person  whatsoever  that  if  she  dis¬ 
covers  or  suspects  any  to  be  she  will  acquaint  the  County  Genl  or  his  deputy  that 
the  same  may  be  inquired  into  and  that  she  will  well  and  truly  give  an  account  of 
all  and  every  part  of  the  deceds  personal  estate  that  shall  hereafter  come  to  her 
hands  possession  or  knowledge. 

“Sworn  before 

“G.  SCOTT”  Deputy  Comry 
Prince  Georges.” 

“LAND  OFFICE  OF  MARYLAND,  SCT: 


“I  hereby  certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an  abstract  taken  from 
the  Inventory  of  John  Dawson  of  Prince  Georges  County,  appraised  on  April 
23rd,  1764,  as  taken  from  the  Original  on  hie  in  this  Office.  Inventories  Liber  No. 
84,  folio  204. 

“IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have  hereunto 
(SEAL)  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  Seal  of  the  Land  Office  of 

Maryland,  this  second  day  of  December,  Nineteen  hundred 
and  twenty  six. 

“COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE.” 


[How  valuable  these  articles,  which  were  designated  as  “old  this”  and  “old  that” 
would  be  today!  Undoubtedly  they  were  imports  from  England.] 

[Alary land  Records  by  Brumbaugh,  Vol.  I,  page  76.  Original  Archives  of  Mary¬ 
land,  Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md.]: 

“List  of  Inhabitants  in  St.  John’s  and  Prince  George’s  Parishes  contained  in 
Prince  George’s  County,  Maryland.  August  31,  1776. 

“Ann  Dawson  59  [years].” 

The  above  is  meant  for  Martha  Ann  Dawson,  widow  of  John  Dawson,  who  generally 
omitted  the  “Martha”  in  giving  her  name.  Her  age  as  given  is  1  year,  1 1  months  and  1 1  days 
too  young,  a  not  unusual  error  in  Census  lists  such  as  this. 
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Children  of  John  Dawson  (b.  1706,  d.  1764)  and  his  wife  Martha  Ann  Marbury  (b.  11 
Sept.  1715,  d.  Jan.  28,  1795). 

1.  Nicholas  Dawson  (b.  in  Pr.  Geo.  Co.,  Md.  June  14,  1750,  d.  Frederick  Co.,  Md.  Mar. 
18,  1806)  mar.  (1)  Lydia  Mackall  of  no  ancestral  interest,  and  (2)  Elizabeth  Bayne 
(b.  Sept.  19,  1759,  mar.  Sept.  4,  1781,  d.  Jan.  2 1,  1852);  of  whom  further. 

2.  Polly  Ann  Dawson  b.  Jan.  6,  1756  mar.  Jan.  21,  1774,  by  Rev.  Walter  Dulany  Addi¬ 
son,  Samuel  Duval  b.  Dec.  24,  1747  an  importer  at  Elk  Ridge,  Md.  when  Baltimore 
was  unknown,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sophia  Griffith  Duval.  Issue:  three  sons,  only 
one  of  which,  Grafton  Duval,  M.D.  reached  manhood.  He  was  b.  June  10,  1780 
mar.  May  8,  1804,  Elizabeth  Whittaker  Hawkins. 

3.  Ann  Dawson  mar.  by  license  Dec.  2,  1788,  Dennis  Cole.  Witnesses:  Polly  Dawson 
(sister)  and  Christine  Bennett.  (Ref.:  The  Ancient  Lutheran  Church  Records,  Freder¬ 
ick,  Md.) 

GENERATION  III. 

Nicholas  Dawson,  the  son  of  John  Dawson  and  Martha  Ann  (Marbury)  Dawson  his  wife, 
of  Prince  Georges  County,  Maryland,  was  born,  according  to  family  records  on  June  14, 
050- 

In  a  List  of  Voters  in  the  Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.  “Nicholas  Daw¬ 
son  voted  at  poll  taken  at  the  Court  House  of  Frederick  Co.,  the  2nd  week  in  Nov.  1776,  for 
President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States;  Candidates— John  Tyler  and  George 
Murdock.’’  [This  entitles  one  to  eligibility  in  D.  A.  R.,  a  voter  for  the  first  Presidents.] 

The  fact  that  his  father  and  mother  sold  the  lands  which  they  had  respectively  inher¬ 
ited  from  their  parents,  has  so  far  made  it  impossible  to  prove  the  name  of  land  owned  by 
him  before  that  leased  in  Frederick  County  on  October  25th,  1779,  at  which  time  he  was  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  farmer  of  Frederick  County,  proving  he  was  already  living  on  land  there. 

He  acquired  several  tracts  of  land  in  that  County,  aggregating  many  hundred  acres. 
References  of  these  follow: 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  IV.  R.  No.  2,  folio  340  &c.]: 

“Lease  from  Daniel  Dulany  to  Nicholas  Dawson,  dated  October  25th,  1779 
Between  Joshua  Tesstill  for  and  on  the  part  and  on  behalf  of  Daniel  Du¬ 
lany,  Sr.,  of  Annapolis,  of  the  one  part  and  Nicholas  Dawson,  of  Frederick  County, 
Farmer,  of  the  other  part,  Tract  of  Land  called  ‘Locust  Levell’,  containing  One 
Hundred  Acres,  for  a  term  of  Fourteen  Years,  Yearly  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds 
Currency.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  IV.  R.  No.  2,  folio  351  &c.]: 

“Deed  from  Thomas  Beatty,  Sheriff  of  Frederick  County,  to  Nicholas  Dawson 
Dated  August  24th,  1779,  Tract  of  Land  called  ‘Supply’,  containing  One  Hundred 
Acres  and  improvements,  consideration  Two  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  currency, 
situate  in  Frederick  County,  bought  by  Nicholas  Dawson  under  an  execution  in 
the  Sheriff’s  hands.  Originally  granted  to  Samuel  Plummer,  November  8th,  1762.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  IF.  R.  No.  2,  folio  753  &c.]: 

“Deed  from  Nicholas  Dawson  to  Thomas  Buckey,  both  of  Frederick  County, 
Dated  November  20th  1780,  for  one  hundred  acres  of  Land  more  or  less,  consid¬ 
eration  Twelve  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  current  money,  called  ‘Supply’,  same 
property  bought  from  Thomas  Beatty,  Sheriff.” 
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[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md„  Liber  W.  R.  No.  2,  folio  1002]: 

“Agreement  between  Nicholas  Dawson  and  Samuel  Hardesty,  Recoidcd  Au¬ 
gust  27th,  1781,  as  follows:— Samuel  Hardesty  gives  Nicholas  Dawson  a  Negroe 
Man  called  Will,  for  a  Negroe  Woman  called  Nan,  and  two  children  called  Han¬ 
nah  and  Feeb.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  W.  R.  No.  6,  folio  446  &c.]: 

“Bill  of  Sale  from  Christian  Everhart  to  Nicholas  Dawson,  Recorded  May 
nth  1786,  Consideration  mentioned  is  Bond,  on  personal  Property. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  IF.  R.  No.  S,  folio  91  &c.]: 

“Deed  from  John  Rogers  Chancier  of  the  State  of  Maryland  to  Nicholas  Daw¬ 
son  of  Frederick  County,  Dated  June  Third  1788,  called  ‘Partnership’  containing 
one  hundred  and  seventy  nine  acres,  late  the  property  of  one  John  Buchanan. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  W.  R.  No.  9,  folio  88  &c.]: 

“Bill  of  Sale  from  William  Dawson  of  Frederick  County,  to  Nicholas  Dawson 
and  Abraham  Lomaster  of  same  County,  on  Personal  Property,  consideration  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  current  money,  does  not  describe  location  of  personal 
property.”  [William  Dawson  was  evidently  one  of  John  Dawson’s  sons.] 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  W.  R.  No.  10,  folio  560  &c.]: 

“Bill  of  Sale  from  Charles  C.  A.  Atkins,  Sr.,  to  Nicholas  Dawson  and  William 
Marshall,  Recorded  April  3rd,  1792,  consideration  Five  Shillings  current  money, 
on  personal  property.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  W.  R.  No.  ii,  folio  370]: 

“At  the  request  of  Nicholas  Dawson  the  following  Certificate  and  Plat  were 
recorded  March  6th,  1793,  resurvey  made  of  tract  of  land  called  ‘Partnership’ 
bought  for  one  hundred  and  seventy  nine  acres,  but  resurvey  shows  one  hundred 
and  Eighty-five  acres,  same  tract  of  land  bought  from  John  Rogers  Chancier,  of 
date  June  3rd,  1788. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  W.  R.  No.  14,  folio  153  &c.]: 

“Deed  from  Jeremiah  Stewart  and  Priscilla  Stewart,  his  wife,  to  Nicholas  Daw¬ 
son,  all  of  Frederick  County.  Deed  dated  April  2nd,  1796,  called  ‘Jedburgh  For¬ 
rest’  situate  in  the  County,  containing  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  acres, 
(Twenty-eight  acres  whereof  appertaining  to  Orlando  Griffith)  Consideration 
Three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  current  money  (John  Chisholm  conveyed  to  Stew¬ 
art  and  wife  and  they  to  Dawson). 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  W.  R.  No.  27,  folio  412  &c.]: 

“Bill  of  Sale  from  Jeremiah  Stewart  of  Frederick  County  to  Nicholas  Daw¬ 
son,  Dated  November  17th,  1798,  Consideration  thirty  pounds  three  shillings  and 
four  pence  current  money,  one  Negro  Boy  named  Harry  about  Seven  years  old.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  W.  R.  No.  18,  folio  22  &c.]: 

“Deed  from  Jeremiah  Stewart  to  Nicholas  Dawson,  both  of  Frederick  County, 
Dated  17th  day  of  November  1798,  Tract  of  Land  called  ‘Jeremiah  Vision’  con- 
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taining  one  hundred  and  nine  acres,  consideration  Five  hundred  Pounds  current 
money.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  W .  R.  No.  23,  folio  475  &c.]: 

‘‘Deed  from  Elizabeth  Griffith,  William  Griffith,  Betsey  Griffith,  John  Grif¬ 
fith,  Rachel  Griffith,  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Orlando  Griffith,  deceased 
late  of  Frederick  County  and  George  Silver  and  Nancy  Silver  his  wife  also  one  of 
the  daughters  and  heirs  at  law  of  the  said  Orlando  Griffith,  dec’d.  to  Nicholas 
Dawson,  Dated  October  22nd,  1802,  Tract  of  Land  called  ‘Jedburgh  Forrest’  [in 
the  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain  District]  and  also  joines  a  tract  called  ‘Partnership’. 
Consideration  five  shillings,  no  amount  of  acres  stated.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  W .  R.  No.  23,  folio  477  &c.]: 

‘‘Deed  from  Heirs  of  Orlando  Griffith  (same  as  above)  to  Nicholas  Dawson, 
Dated  October  22nd,  1802,  consideration  five  shillings  &:c.  Tract  of  Land  called 
‘Griffith  Chance’  and  also  a  part  of  another  tract  of  Land  taken  up  by  Jeremiah 
Stewart  by  a  proclamation  Warrent,  containing  one  hundred  and  eighteen  acres 
adjoyning  a  tract  called  ‘Partnership’.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  IV.  R.  No.  23,  folio  590  &c.]: 

“Deed  from  Nicholas  Dawson  to  John  Griffith,  both  of  Frederick  County  Dated 
October  24th  1802,  called  ‘Jedburgh  Forrest’,  does  not  give  amount  of  acres,  Con¬ 
sideration  Five  Shillings,  in  this  deed  Nicholas  Dawson’s  wife  also  acknowledges 
the  deed,  and  her  name  is  given  as  ‘Elizabeth  Dawson’.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  W.  R.  No.  28,  folio  303  &c.]: 

“Deed  from  William  Magruder  and  Elizabeth  Magruder  his  wife,  of  Prince 
George’s  County,  Maryland  to  Nicholas  Dawson,  of  Frederick  County,  Maryland, 
Dated  January  24th  1806,  Consideration  One  Hundred  and  thirty  three  pounds 
current  money,  Tract  of  land  called  ‘The  Pickasee’  Originally,  on  or  about  the 
26th  day  of  November  1741,  granted  to  a  certain  Thomas  Hillary  for  58  Acres  but 
only  contains  34  acres  more  or  less,  descended  to  a  certain  Henry  Hillary  as  heir  at 
law  of  the  said  Thomas,  who  by  his  last  Will  and  testament  did  give  and  bequeath 
the  same  to  his  Niece  Elizabeth  Hillary  daughter  of  Rignal  Hillary,  who  has  since 
intermarried  with  the  above  named  William  Magruder.” 

Nicholas  Dawson  was  twice  married,  according  to  the  family  record,  his  first  wife,  of  no 
ancestral  interest,  was  Lydia  Mackall,  to  whom  he  was  married  on  February  14th,  1778.  She 
died  October  14th,  1780.  She  came  from  the  old  house,  “Montpelier”,  near  old  St.  Thomas 
Episcopal  Church,  in  Calvert  County,  Maryland. 

Nicholas  Dawson,  although  a  young  man,  paid  a  substitute  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  as  recorded  in  Maryland  Historical  Magazine ,  Volume  6,  page  257.  In  1778  Nicholas 
Dawson  offered  Richard  Hazlip  for  three  years  as  his  substitute  in  Col.  Lodo.  Weltner’s 
German  Regiment.  The  compiler’s  eligibility  for  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  was  accepted  under  Nicholas  Dawson,  although  he  had  sent  a  substitute  during  the  ill¬ 
ness  of  his  wife,  and  when  gathering  his  wheat.  Being  an  important  man  of  his  community 
he  could  not  well  be  spared,  as  is  shown  by  the  Court  Books  now  in  the  vault  of  Frederick, 
Maryland.  His  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  as  High  Sheriff  as  well,  and  later  his  enlistment,  were 
proven. 
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The  second  wife  of  Nicholas  Dawson  became  the  mother  of  his  children.  She  was  Eliza¬ 
beth  Bayne,  to  whom  he  was  married  September  4th,  1781,  according  to  the  family  record. 

The  License  for  the  marriage  of  Nicholas  Dawson  and  Elizabeth  Bayne  was  issued  on 
August  27th,  1781  at  Frederick,  Maryland,  as  recorded  in  Marriage  License  Index  (1778- 
1865),  page  98.  A  certified  copy  of  the  license  is  next  given. 

Elizabeth  Bayne  was  the  daughter  of  1st  Lt.  William  Bayne  and  Mary  Fenley,  his  wife, 
of  St.  John’s  Parish,  Prince  Georges  County,  Maryland,  proven  in  the  Bayne  Manuscript. 

[Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Index  to  Marriage 
Licenses  from  1778  to  1865,  page  98]: 

‘OFFICE  OF  THE  CLERK  OF  THE  CIRCUIT  COURT  FOR  FREDERICK 

COUNTY,  MD.: 

State  of  Maryland  SEAL  OF  Frederick  County,  Set. 

MARYLAND 

“I  HEREBY  CERTIFY,  That  a  Marriage  License  was  issued  to  Nicholas 
Dawson  and  Elizabeth  Bayne  on  the  Twenty-seventh  day  of  August  in  the  year 
Seventeen  Hundred  and  Eighty-one,  as  appears  by  the  Record  of  Marriage  Licenses 
of  this  Office.  And  I  further  certify  that  said  record  is  found  in  Index  to  Marriage 
Licenses  from  1778  to  1865,  on  Page  98,  one  of  the  Record  Books  in  the  office  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Frederick  County,  Maryland. 

“IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  hereunto  sub¬ 
scribe  my  name  and  affix  the  seal  of  the  Circuit 
Court  for  Frederick  County,  at  Frederick  City, 
Maryland,  this  Thirty-first  day  of  March  A.D. 
1922. 

Eli  G.  Haugh 

Clerk  Circuit  Court  for  Frederick  County.” 

Nicholas  Dawson  was  evidently  a  man  of  influence  in  Frederick  County,  Maryland,  as 
he  became  Deputy  Sheriff  of  the  County  in  the  year  1785,  as  the  following  record  proves: 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  W.  R.  No.  6,  folio  215]: 

“At  the  request  of  Nicholas  Dawson  the  following  Certificate  was  recorded 
28th  November  1785,  to  wit: 

“Fred’k  County,  November  28th  1785,  I  hereby  certify  that  Mr.  Nicholas 
Dawson  qualified  before  me  this  day  as  a  Deputy  Sheriff,  agreeable  to  Law. 

“George  Scott.” 

Note:  Nicholas  Dawson  served  for  some  years  as  Deputy  Sheriff  and  then  became  Sheriff, 
and  in  1804,  his  son,  Samuel  Dawson,  served  as  Deputy  as  shown  in  Liber  W.  R.  No.  25, 
fol.  694,  Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md. 

Nicholas  Dawson  owned  the  following  land  in  Frederick  Co.,  Maryland: 

175°  — [i747]  “Uncle’s  Gift”  —  resurveyed  on  Dawson’s  Purchase,  part  of  Tract  called  “I 
Got  it  at  last”.  Stone  dated  1750  [1747]  (D.  P.). 

1 779  -  “Locust  LeVell”  -  100  acres  leased  for  14  years  from  Daniel  Dulany. 

*779  -  “Supply”  -  Deed  from  Tho.  Beatty  to  Ni.  Dawson  land  called  “Supply”  -  100  acres 
formerly  belonging  to  Sam.  Plummer;  also  “Supply”  100  acres  1780  sold  by  Ni.  Daw¬ 
son  to  Tho.  Buckey. 
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1788  —  “Partnership”  —  185  acres,  late  property  of  John  Buchanan  to  Ni.  Dawson  from 
John  Rogers  Chandler  —  no  relationship  shown  or  no  money. 

Land  from  Chs.  (C.  A.)  Atkins,  Sr.  to  Ni.  Dawson  and  Wm.  Marshall  5s.  on  personal 
property. 

1796  —  “Jedburgh  Forrest”  —  128  acres  appertaining  to  O.  Griffith,  £350  current  money 
to  Ni.  Dawson.  John  Chrisholm  to  Stewart  8c  wife  and  they  to  Ni.  Dawson. 

“Jeremiah  Vision”  —  109  acres  —  £500. 

1802  —  Griffith  heirs  to  Ni.  Dawson  a  Tract  called  “Jedburgh  Forrest”  also  joins  “Partner¬ 
ship”  -  5s. 

“Griffith  Chance”  also  land  of  Jeremiah  Stewart.—  118  acres  adjoining  to  “Partner¬ 
ship”  5s. 

1802  — Another  Tract  — 5s.  “Jedburgh  Forest”  to  Ni.  Dawson.  Elizabeth  in  this  Deed 
acknowledges  the  Deed  from  John  Griffith. 

1806  —  “The  Pickasee”  —  Deed  to  Ni.  Dawson  from  Wm.  Magruder  and  Elizabeth  his  wife 
of  Prince  George  Co.,  Md.  —  £133.  Elizabeth  was  Hillary. 

1806  —  Elizabeth  Dawson  and  son  Samuel  buy  “Griffith  Chance”,  “Changeable”,  “Jedburgh 
Forrest”. 

1805  —  “Uncle’s  Sammy”  by  his  nephew  Samuel  Dawson,  Feb.  2 7,  1805. 

“Green  Fields” 

“Partnership”  —  140  acres  from  John  Buchanon  —  Washington  Co.,  Va.  Bill  of  sale 
from  Washington  Co.,  Va.  Mar.  13  (prob.  1807)  —  $1 145.00. 

The  family  record  of  his  death  states  that  Nicholas  Dawson  died  March  18th,  1806,  aged 
55  years,  9  months  and  4  days. 

His  will,  dated  March  17th,  1806,  was  proved  on  March  31st  of  that  year,  and  is  recorded 
in  Liber  G.  M.  8c  R.  B.  1 ,  folio  191  etc.,  Register  of  Wills  Office,  Frederick,  Maryland,  as  fol¬ 
lows:— 


WILL  OF  NICHOLAS  DAWSON. 

[Register  of  Will’s  Office,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  G.  M.  8c  R.  B.  1 ,  folio  191]: 

Will  of  Nicholas  Dawson  dated  17  March  1806,  proved  31  March  1806. 

“IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AMEN.  I  Nicholas  Dawson  of  Frederick  County 
and  State  of  Maryland  being  weak  in  body  but  of  sound  and  disposing  memory  do 
make  constitute  and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in  manner  and  form 
following  viz:— 

“First  I  commend  my  soul  to  Almighty  God  who  gave  it  to  me,  in  hope  of  a  joy¬ 
ful  resurrection  through  the  merits  of  my  Blessed  Redeemer  Jesus  Christ. 

“Second  I  desire  that  all  my  just  debts  be  first  paid  together  with  my  funeral 
expenses,  then  I  give  to  my  daughter  Polly  Dawson,  one  negro  girl  named  Phillis, 
and  to  my  daughter  Henny,  one  other  negro  girl  named  Jane  those  two  negro  girls 
I  give  to  my  two  daughters  to  be  claimed  and  possessed  by  them  immediately  after 
my  decease,  then  my  will  is  that  the  whole  of  my  estate  both  real  and  personal  be 
equally  divided  between  my  dear  and  loving  wife  Elizabeth  Dawson  and  my  three 
children  namely  Polly  Dawson,  Samuel  Dawson  and  Henny  Dawson,  each  of  them 
to  share  alike  to  be  paid  to  them  respectively  as  they  shall  arrive  at  age  or  sooner 
if  my  dear  wife  should  think  proper. 

“And  lastly  I  constitute  and  appoint  my  dear  loving  wife  Elizabeth  Dawson 
and  my  son  Samuel  Dawson  joint  Executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  Testament  in¬ 
vesting  them  with  the  powers  to  make  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  to  Nicolas 
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Clapper  [Clopper]  so  soon  as  he  the  said  Clapper  [Clopper]  shall  have  executed 
bonds  agreeable  to  contract  (conference  being  had  thereto)  and  made  the  last  pay¬ 
ment  on  the  within  mentioned  bonds. 

“In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  this 
the  17th  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  Eight  Hundred  and 
six. 

“Nich  Dawson”  (Seal) 

“Signed,  and  acknowledged  in  the 
presence  of  us— 

Grafton  Duvall,  Wm.  Watson 
Gordon  Stewart,  Levin  Lucketts.” 

“Frederick  County,  to  wit:  — 

“March  31st  1806  Then  came  Elizabeth  Dawson,  and  Samuel  Dawson  and 
made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  God  that  the  foregoing  instrument 
of  writing  is  the  true  whole  will  and  testament  of  Nicholas  Dawson  late  of  Freder¬ 
ick  County  deceased,  that  hath  come  to  their  hands  and  possession  and  that  they  do 
not  know  of  any  other. 

“Test:— 

“Richard  Butler,  Regr.” 

“True  copy  test:— 

Albert  M.  Patterson 
Register  of  Wills  for  Frederick 
County. 

“STATE  OF  MARYLAND,  FREDERICK  COUNTY,  TO-WIT:- 

“I,  Albert  M.  Patterson,  Register  of  Wills  for  Frederick  County,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  full  copy  of  the  will  of  Nicholas  Dawson  as 
filed  and  recorded  in  Liber  G.  M.  &  R.  B.  1 ,  folio  191  etc.,  one  of  the  books  of  rec¬ 
ord  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  Wills  for  Frederick  County. 

Seal  of  the  “In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto 

Orphans  Court  subscribe  my  name  and  affix  the  seal 

of  of  the  Orphans’  Court  for  Frederick 

Frederick  Co.  County,  this  22nd  day  of  June,  1921. 

Maryland. 

Albert  M.  Patterson 
Register  of  Wills  for  Frederick  County.” 

Elizabeth  (Bayne)  Dawson,  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Dawson,  was  the  daughter  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  William  Bayne  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  Mary  Fenley  his  wife. 

The  marriage  of  William  Bayne  and  Mary  Fenley  is  recorded  as  occurring  on  Novem¬ 
ber  4th,  1753,  on  page  303,  St.  John’s  Parish  Register,  Prince  Georges  County,  Maryland, 
copied  at  the  Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore.  On  the  same  page  the  following  entry 
appears  “Elizabeth  daughter  of  the  above  was  born  Sept.  19,  175—.”  The  original  Parish 
Register  was  too  defaced  or  faded  to  transcribe,  but  her  tombstone  record  proves  this  year 
to  be  “1759”. 

She  long  survived  her  husband,  living  to  the  great  age  of  92  years— according  to  her 
tombstone  inscription  in  old  St.  James’  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  at  Leesburg,  Va.,  viz. 
“Elizabeth  relict  of  Nicholas  Dawson,  died  January  21,  1852  aged  92  years,  4  months,  2  days.” 
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[Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Maryland]: 

“THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  that  in  the  Parish  Register  of  Broad  Creek  Church, 
St.  John’s  or  Piscataway  Parish,  Prince  Georges  County,  Maryland  on  page  303 
there  is  recorded  the  following: 

“ 1 753  Novemr  4  On  this  day  was  married  William  Bayne  and  Mary  Fenley 
both  of  this  Parish.” 

“Robert  F.  Hayes  Jr. 
Acting  Librarian” 

“Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  a 
Notary  Public  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  this  14th  day  of  September, 

1921. 

“Katherine  C.  Fisher 

[Katherine  C.  Fisher  Notary  Public.” 

Notary  Public 
Baltimore,  Md.] 

[Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Maryland]: 

“THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  that  in  the  Parish  Register  of  Broad  Creek  Church, 
St.  John’s  or  Piscataway  Parish,  Prince  Georges  County,  Maryland,  on  page  303 
there  is  recorded  the  following: 

“Elizabeth  daughter  of  the  above  [William  Bayne  and  Mary  Fenley]  bom 
Septr.  19,  175-”  [*593- 

“Robert  F.  Hayes  Jr. 
Acting  Librarian.” 

“Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me 
a  Notary  Public  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  this  14th  day  of 
September,  1921. 

[Katherine  C.  Fisher  “Katherine  C.  Fisher 

Notary  Public  Notary  Public.” 

Baltimore,  Md.] 

Comparing  this  with  her  incomplete  birth  date  in  the  St.  John’s  Parish  Register,  it  is 
evident  that  she  was  born  September  19th,  1759,  as  the  “4  months  and  2  days”  exactly  fit 
in  with  the  month  and  day  of  her  birth  and  proving  that  her  birth  year  was  1759  if  she  was 
92  years  four  months  and  two  days  old  when  she  died. 

Elizabeth  Dawson  was  evidently  living  with  her  son,  Captain  Samuel  Dawson  at 
“Spring  Dale,”  Loudoun  County,  Virginia,  at  the  date  of  her  death. 

Her  will  dated  September  28,  1838,  and  proved  February  g,  1852,  is  next  given  in  full:— 

WILL  OF  ELIZABETH  DAWSON 
[Clerk’s  Office,  Leesburg,  Loudoun  Co.,  Va.,  2  G’s  118]: 

Will  of  Elizabeth  Dawson  dated  28  September  1838,  proved  9  Feb.  1852. 

“I,  Elizabeth  Dawson  of  Loudoun  County  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  being  of 
sound  mind  memory  and  understanding  do  hereby  make  my  last  will  and  testa¬ 
ment  &  in  manner  and  form  following— That  is  to  say,  Whereas  my  son  Samuel 
Dawson  is  justly  indebted  to  me  in  the  full  sum  of  three  thousand  seven  hundred 
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&  forty  eight  dollars  current  money  of  the  State  aforesaid  among  other  things  it  is 
my  will  and  pleasure  to  dispose  of  the  same  as  followeth— to  wit— 

“I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  dear  Daughter  Henrietta  Gassaway  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  8c  thirty  three  dollars  current  money.  To  my  dear  Granddaughter  Ugenia 
Dawson  I  give  twelve  hundred  &  thirty  three  dollars  current  money  8c  to  my  Grand¬ 
son  Mason  Dawson  I  give  twelve  hundred  &  thirty  three  dollars  current  money  & 
these  several  specific  monied  legacies  it  is  my  will  and  desire  shall  be  paid  by  my 
Executor  herein  after  named  out  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  three  thousand  seven 
hundred  8c  forty  eight  dollars. 

“Secondly— I  give  to  my  said  Daughter  Henrietta  Gassaway,  one, slave  a  black 
girl  called  Harriet  about  nine  years  old  to  her  the  said  Henrietta  her  heirs  8c  assigns. 

“Thirdly— I  give  to  my  said  Grand  daughter  Ugenia  Dawson,  a  black  woman 
called  Henny  about  twenty  seven  years  old,  also  a  negro  girl  called  Eliza  about  three 
years  old,  and  one  Bureau,  Bed  8c  furniture  and  a  Baruch  to  her  the  said  Ugenia 
8c  her  heirs  8c  assigns,  but  in  case  my  said  Grand  daughter  Ugenia  should  die  with¬ 
out  issue  of  her  body  begotten,  then  and  in  such  case  it  is  my  will  and  pleasure  that 
the  property  and  bequests  to  her  herein  before  given  and  made  shall  go  to  8c  be  the 
property  right  and  estate  of  my  said  Grandson  Mason  Dawson  if  he  should  survive 
his  sister  Ugenia  to  him  the  said  Mason  Dawson  his  heirs  and  assigns. 

“Fourthly— I  give  to  the  first  born  child  of  my  present  daughter  in  law  by  her 
husband  Samuel  Dawson,  one  negro  child  Luisa  about  six  months  old. 

“Fifthly— I  give  to  my  said  Grandson  Mason  Dawson,  a  little  negro  girl  called 
Kitty  about  seven  years  old  to  him  the  said  Mason  Dawson  his  heirs  and  assigns 
provided  nevertheless  if  my  said  Grandson  Mason  Dawson  should  die  without  heirs 
by  his  body  begotten,  then  and  in  such  case  it  is  my  will  and  I  so  order  and  direct 
that  the  said  property  8c  bequests  to  him  hereinbefore  given  and  made  shall  be  the 
property  right  and  estate  of  my  said  Grand-daughter  Ugenia  Dawson  her  heirs  8c 
assigns  in  case  she  should  survive  her  brother  Mason  Dawson. 

“Sixthly— I  give  and  devise  to  my  son  Samuel  Dawson  the  residue  of  my  estate 
real  personal  or  mixed  to  him  my  said  son  Samuel  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever— 
and  Lastly  I  do  hereby  constitute  8c  appoint  my  beloved  son  Samuel  Dawson,  Ex¬ 
ecutor  of  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament  hereby  revoking  and  annulling  all  other  or 
former  wills  8c  testaments  by  me  heretofore  made. 

“In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed  my  seal 
this  twenty  eighth  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Eighteen  Hundred 

and  thirty  eight.  “Elizabeth  Dawson"  (Seal) 

“Signed,  sealed,  published  and 

declared  as  and  for  the  last  will  and 

testament  of  Elizabeth  Dawson  the 

above  named  in  the  presence  of  us, 

the  word  “Grand”  being  first 

interlined,  between  the  tenth  8c 

eleventh  lines  from  the  beginning 

of  the  second  page.  The  word 

fourth  scratched  out  in  the  last 

line  before  signing  and  sealing. 

“Witness  in  our  presence. 

Chas.  Gassaway 
Archibald  N.  Douglas.” 
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“At  a  Court  held  for  Loudoun  County  February  gth,  1852. 

“A  paper  purporting  to  be  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Elizabeth  Dawson 
dec’d  was  presented  to  the  Court  and  Charles  Gassaway  one  of  the  subscribing  wit¬ 
nesses  thereto  having  departed  this  life  —  Francis  W.  Luckett  and  A.  Sidney  Tebbs 
were  sworn  and  deposed  that  they  were  well  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  of 
the  said  Charles  Gassaway  dec’d  and  that  they  believed  the  signature  of  the  said 
Charles  Gassaway  to  be  in  his  own  proper  handwriting,  and  it  appearing  to  the 
Court  that  Arch.  N.  Douglass  another  subscribing  witness  to  the  said  will  is  unable 
to  attend  Court  owing  to  sickness  and  infirmity,  it  is  ordered  that  the  Clerk  of  this 
Court  issue  a  commission  for  taking  the  deposition  of  said  witness,  and  that  after 
taking  a  copy  of  the  will,  the  original  to  be  annexed  to  the  commission  and  directed 
to  any  justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Albemarle  in  the  State  of  Virginia.” 

“A  copy  —  Teste: 

“Chas.  Eskridge,  Clk.” 

“At  a  Court  held  for  Loudoun  County  March  8th,  1852. 

“A  paper  purporting  to  be  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Elizabeth  Dawson 
dec’d  having  been  partly  proven  heretofore  was  presented  to  the  Court  and  fully 
proved  by  the  deposition  of  Archibald  N.  Douglass  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 
And  on  the  motion  of  John  E.  S.  Hough  who  made  oath  as  administrator  with  the 
will  annexed  and  together  with  Henrietta  Gassaway  his  security  entered  into  and 
acknowledged  a  bond  in  the  penalty  of  six  thousand  dollars  conditioned  as  the  law 
directs  certificate  is  granted  him  for  obtaining  Letters  of  Administration  with 
the  will  annexed  on  the  estate  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Dawson  dec’d  in  due  form. 
Henrietta  Gassaway  justified.” 

“A  copy  —  Teste: 

“Chas.  Eskridge,  Clk.” 

“A  copy  —  Teste: 

“B.  W.  Franklin”  C.C. 

Children  of  Nicholas  Dawson  (b.  Prince  Geo.  Co.,  Md.  June  14,  1750,  died  Frederick  Co., 
Md.,  March  18,  1806)  and  his  2nd  wife  Elizabeth  Bayne  (b.  Sept.  19,  1759,  mar.  Sept.  4,  1781, 
d.  Jan.  21,  1852). 

1.  Polly  (Mary)  Dawson,  b.  Feb.  9,  1784,  d.  Feb.  9,  1822,  mar.  Thomas  Cromwell,  lived 
near  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  She  died  without  issue  on  her  way  back  to  Frederick,  Md. 

2.  Philip  B.  Dawson,  b.  Feb.  4,  1786,  died  June  20,  1806,  age  20,  a  promising  youth  who 
had  just  completed  a  course  in  medicine  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

3.  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  (b.  Sept.  9,  1787,  d.  Loudoun  Co.,  Va.,  Dec.  11,  1845)  mar-  (x) 
Ann  Eilbeck  Mason  of  no  ancestral  interest,  and  (2)  Mar.  20,  1834,  Sarah  Anne  Bayne, 
b.  Apr.  3,  1804,  d.  Oct.  18,  1867;  of  whom  further. 

4.  Henrietta  Maria  Dawson,  b.  Sept.  13,  1789,  d.  Dec.  2,  i860,  mar.  Thomas  Gassaway, 
of  Leesburg,  Va.,  no  issue. 


GENERATION  IV. 

CAPTAIN  SAMUEL  DAWSON,  the  distinguished  son  of  Nicholas  Dawson,  Sheriff 
of  Frederick  County,  Maryland,  was  born  on  November  9th,  1787,  as  recorded  in  St.  John’s 
or  Piscataway  Parish,  Prince  Georges  County,  Maryland,  page  400  in  the  copy  at  the  Mary¬ 
land  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md. 
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This  indicates  that  although  married  in  Frederick  County  and  living  on  land  there, 
Elizabeth  (Bayne)  Dawson  was  in  Prince  Georges  County,  Maryland,  her  old  home,  at 
the  birth  of  her  son  Samuel. 

A  certified  copy  of  his  birth  record  is  next  given:  — 


[Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Maryland]: 

“THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  that  in  St.  John’s  or  Piscataway  Parish,  Broad  Creek 
Church,  Prince  George’s  County,  Maryland,  there  appears  on  page  400  the  follow¬ 
ing  record: 

“Samuel  S  of  Nicholas  Dawson  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  born  Novr  9th  1787.” 


“State  of  Maryland 
City  of  Baltimore, 


ss. 


[Thomas  E.  McConnell 
Notary  Public 
Baltimore,  Md.] 


“Robert  F.  Hayes  Jr. 
Acting  Librarian.” 


“Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th.,  day 
of  September,  1921. 

My  Commission  expires  May  1st,  1922. 
“Thomas  McConnell, 

Notary  Public.” 


Samuel  Dawson  became  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Court  in  Frederick  County,  Maryland,  on 
July  20th,  1804,  according  to  the  following:— 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Liber  W.  R.  No.  25,  folio  694]: 

Oath  of  Samuel  Dawson  (and  Certificate)  as  Deputy  Clerk  of  Court  subscribed 
before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  July  20th,  1804. 

When  but  twenty  years  of  age  Samuel  Dawson  received  a  Commission  from  Governor 
Robert  Wright  of  Maryland  as  Lieutenant  of  Capt.  Jos.  Cromwell’s  Company,  28th  Regi¬ 
ment,  Frederick  County  Militia.  A  copy  of  the  original  Commission  is  next  given:  — 


“COMMISSION  TO  SAMUEL  DAWSON 

“THE  STATE  OF  MARYLAND.  To  Samuel  Dawson,  Gentleman,  BE  IT 
KNOWN  That  reposing  especial  Trust  and  Confidence  in  your  Fidelity,  Courage, 
Good  Conduct,  and  Attachment  to  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  the  United  States 
you  are  by  these  Presents  constituted  and  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Captain  Joseph 
Cromwell’s  Company  in  the  Regiment  No.  28  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  in  Fred¬ 
erick  Co. 

“You  are  therefore  carefully  to  discipline  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  under  your 
command  who  are  hereby  strictly  enjoyned  to  obey  you  as  their  Lieutenant  and  in 
this,  and  all  other  respects  you  are  diligently  to  discharge  the  trust  committed  to 
you  by  these  presents  according  to  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  this  State,  and 
of  the  United  States  and  such  Rules  and  Regulations  as  under  the  Authority 
thereof  are  or  may  be  established. 

“These  Commissions  to  be  in  force  until  lawfully  revoked. 

“GIVEN  at  Annapolis  this  Twenty-Fifth  Day  of  Sept.  Anno  Domini  One 
Thousand  eight  hundred  and  Seven.” 


“Robert  Wright”. 
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Samuel  Dawson  became  a  Captain  in  the  War  of  1812-14,  serving  in  the  2nd  Regiment 
Maryland  Militia,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  R.  K.  Heath,  under  Brigadier  General 
Winder. 

He  was  a  Captain  in  Col.  Rajan’s  Regt.  Maryland  Militia,  which  was  engaged  in  the  de¬ 
fense  of  Baltimore  and  in  the  battles  of  North  Point  and  Bladensburg,  and  entered  the  serv¬ 
ice  July  21,  1814.  He  served  until  January  10th,  1815,  according  to  family  papers,  copies  of 
which  in  full  are  given  further  on  in  this  memoir. 

The  following  references  to  him  in  the  Frederick  County  records  are  of  interest: 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick  Co.,  Frederick,  Md.  Liber  W.  R.  No.  31,  folio  426  &c.]: 

Bill  of  Sale  from  Thomas  Stewart  to  Joseph  M.  Cromwell  and  Samuel  Dawson, 
dated  Seventeenth  day  of  August  1807,  for  Personal  Property  amounting  to  $1000. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick  Co.,  Frederick,  Md.,  Liber  J.  S.  No.  folio  492  &c.]: 

Deed  from  Elizabeth  (Bayne)  Dawson,  Executrix  and  Samuel  Dawson  Execu¬ 
tor  of  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Nicholas  Dawson  late  of  Frederick  County, 
and  State  of  Maryland,  to  Nicholas  Clopper  [Clapper]  of  the  same  County  and 
State.  Consideration  of  the  premises  and  the  sum  of  Five  Thousand  three  hundred 
and  fifty  six  pounds  current  money  of  Maryland,  by  patent  bearing  date  the  Ninth 
day  of  December  1806  for  four  hundred  and  Eighty  four  Acres  called  “Green 
Fields’’ and  Three  Acres  called  “Pick  Ax”  [Pickasee].  Dated  April  Second  1817. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Frederick  Co.,  Frederick,  Md.  Liber  J.  S.  No.  18,  folio  738]: 

Bill  of  Sale  from  Eli  Ebert  to  Samuel  Dawson  of  Washington  County,  Virginia, 
Dated  March  13th. 

Consideration  $1 145.00. 

Captain  Samuel  Dawson  removed  from  Frederick  County,  Maryland,  to  Loudoun 
County,  Virginia.  On  June  29th,  1816,  he  purchased  from  William  Noland  and  Catherine 
his  wife,  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  Potomac  River  containing  three  hundred  and  three 
acres,  for  which  he  paid  the  then  very  large  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars.  This  estate 
was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Potomac  River  from  Frederick  County,  Maryland. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Leesburg,  Loudoun  Co.,  Va.,  Liber  2  T’s  folio  401]: 

“THIS  INDENTURE  made  the  29th  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  between  William  Noland  and  Catherine  his 
wife  of  the  County  of  Loudoun  and  State  of  Virginia  of  the  one  part  and  Samuel 
Dawson  of  the  County  and  State  aforesaid  of  the  other  part, 

“Witnesseth:  That  the  said  William  Noland  and  Catharine  his  wife  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  to  them 
in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Samuel  Dawson  at  or  before  the  ensealing  and  delivery  of 
these  presents  (the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged)  have  bargained  and 
sold  and  by  these  presents  do  and  each  of  them  doth  bargain  and  sell  unto  the  said 
Samuel  Dawson  his  heirs  and  assigns,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situate,  lying 
and  being  on  the  Potomac  River  in  the  County  of  Loudoun  and  State  of  Virginia, 
and  bounded  as  follows: 

Beginning  five  links  above  a  forked  Elm,  corner  to  Clapham  thence  south 
thirty  two  and  one  fourth  degrees  west  two  hundred  and  twenty  one  poles,  twenty 
links  to  two  young  locusts,  between  two  lime  stone  rocks,  also  a  comer  to  Clapham 
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thence  south  sixty  degrees  five  minutes  west  one  hundred  and  one  poles  fifteen  links 
to  a  large  gum  on  the  west  side  of  a  branch  also  a  corner  to  Clapham,  then  north 
sixty  two  degrees  ten  minutes  west  seventy  four  poles,  thence  north  thirty  one  and 
one  fourth  west  fifty  eight  poles  five  links  to  a  red  oak  by  a  branch,  thence  north  sixty 
seven  and  three  quarter  west  five  poles  four  links  to  a  white  oak  sapling  thence 
North  thirty  two  and  one  fourth  east  eighteen  poles  seven  and  one  half  links  to  a 
mapole,  thence  North  thirty  one  and  three  quarters  east  nine  poles  twenty  links 
to  a  white  oak  thence  North  fifteen  degrees  fifty  minutes  east  fifty  seven  poles  two 
and  one  half  links  to  a  gum  by  a  Mulberry  thence  north  twenty  four  and  one  quar¬ 
ter  east  twenty  poles  to  a  locust,  thence  twelve  and  one  fourth  east  eight  and  one 
half  poles,  thence  North  twenty  degrees  east  thirteen  poles,  thence  North  thirty 
three  degrees  east  twenty  one  poles  to  a  black  oak,  thence  north  forty  five  degrees 
east  twenty  three  poles  to  an  Elm  on  Potomac,  thence  with  the  river  the  several 
corners  thereof  to  the  beginning,  containing  three  hundred  and  three  acres,  two 
roods  twenty  four  poles  being  parcel  or  piece  of  land  conveyed  to  the  said  Wm  No¬ 
land  by  Thomas  Noland,  Samuel  Clapham  &  Thomas  Johnson,  together  with  all 
and  singular  the  appurtenances  to  the  said  Tract  or  parcel  of  land  belonging  or  ap¬ 
pertaining. 

“TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  together  with  all 
and  singular  the  appurtenances  unto  the  said  Samuel  Dawson,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever  and  the  said  William  Noland  and  Catherine  his  wife  for  themselves  and 
their  heirs  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  with  all  and  singular  the  premises  and  ap¬ 
purtenances  before  mentioned  unto  the  said  Samuel  Dawson  his  heirs  and  assigns 
free  from  the  claim  or  claims  of  them  the  said  William  Noland  and  Catherine  his 
wife,  or  either  of  them,  their  or  either  of  their  heirs  and  of  all  and  every  other  per¬ 
son  or  persons  whatsoever  shall  well  and  do  warrant  and  forever  defend  by  these 
presents. 

“IN  WITNESS  whereof  the  said  William  Noland  and  Catherine  his  wife  have 
hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

“William  Noland”  (SEAL) 

“Catherine  Noland”  (SEAL) 

“Signed,  sealed  and 
delivered  in  the 
presence  of 
Test: 

C.  F.  Mercer.” 

“Loudoun  County  to  wit: 

“We  John  Tyler  and  Leven  Luckett  Magistrates  of  the  said  County  do  hereby 
certify  that  William  Noland  and  Catherine  his  wife  parties  to  the  within  convey¬ 
ance  have  duly  acknowledged  the  same  before  us  on  the  29th  day  of  June  in  the  year 
1 8 1 6  and  desired  us  to  certify  the  said  acknowledgment  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County 
Court  of  Loudoun  in  order  that  the  said  conveyance  may  be  recorded  as  witness  our 
hands  and  seals. 

“John  Tyler”  (Seal) 

“Levin  Luckett”  (Seal) 

“Loudoun  County  to  wit: 

“We  John  Tyler  and  Levin  Lucketts  Justices  of  the  peace  in  the  County  afore¬ 
said  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  Catherine  Noland  the  wife  of 
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Wm.  Noland,  parties  to  a  certain  deed  for  the  conveyance  of  real  estate  to  Samuel 
Dawson  bearing  date  on  the  29th  day  of  June  1816,  and  hereunto  annexed  person¬ 
ally  appeared  before  us  in  our  county  aforesaid  and  being  examined  by  us  privily 
and  apart  from  her  husband  and  having  the  Deed  aforesaid  fully  explained,  when 
the  said  Catherine  Noland  acknowledged  the  same  to  be  her  act  and  deed  and  de¬ 
clared  that  she  had  willingly  signed,  sealed  and  delivered  the  same  and  that  she 
wished  not  to  retract  it.  Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  this  29th  day  of  June 
1816. 

.  “John  Tyler”  (Seal) 

“Levin  Lucketts”  (Seal) 

1<T  ,  „  .  Clerk’s  Office  29th  Tune  1816 

Loudoun  County  to  wit:  v  J 

“This  deed  from  William  Noland  and  Catherine  Noland  his  wife  to  Samuel 
Dawson  together  with  the  certificate  of  acknowledgment  of  the  said  William  and 
a  cert,  of  relinquishment  of  Dower  of  the  said  Catherine  thereon  endorsed  was  this 
day  returned  and  pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  9th.  Feby.  1814  is 
admitted  to  record. 

“Teste: 

Thos.  R.  Mott  D  CLC 
“A  copy  —  Teste: 

“B.  W.  Franklin  C.C.” 

[This  is  “Spring  Dale”,  9  miles  from  Leesburg.  Here  is  where  Samuel  Dawson 
and  his  Mother,  Elizabeth  (Bayne)  Dawson,  moved  to  after  the  death  of  Nicholas 
Dawson,  from  Frederick  County,  Maryland— bought  of  her  sister,  as  related,  and 
husband;  and  where  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  carried  his  second  wife,  Sarah  Anne 
Bayne,  and  where  their  children  were  born,  and  he  and  his  wife  died.  They  were 
buried  at  Old  St.  James’  Episcopal  Church,  Leesburg,  Virginia.  Here  at  “Spring 
Dale”  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  and  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson,  parents  of  the  com¬ 
piler,  were  married.] 

The  following  deed  shows  that  Captain  Samuel  Dawson  purchased  an  Island  in  the 
Potomac  River:— 

[Liber  H.  S.  No.  12,  folio  38]: 

Deed  from  Levin  Thomas  Trustee  to  Samuel  Dawson  of  Loudoun  County  of 
the  State  of  Virginia,  dated  November  12th,  1840,  called  “Peach  Island”  in  the 
Potomac  River  and  nearly  opposite  the  Point  of  Rocks  between  the  upper  point  of 
Kanhawa  Island  and  the  Virginia  Shore,  containing  about  10  acres. 

Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  was  twice  married,  according  to  family  records.  His  first  wife,  of 
no  ancestral  interest,  was  Ann  Eilbeck  Mason,  daughter  of  Hon.  Thomson  Mason,  of  “Hol¬ 
lins  Hall”  and  “Chestnut  Hill”,  (brother  of  Gen.  John  Mason  of  “Analostan  Island”),  and 
granddaughter  of  Col.  George  Mason  of  “Gunston  Hall”,  author  of  the  Virginia  “Bill  of 
Rights”,  by  whom  he  had  two  grown  children  at  the  date  of  his  second  marriage. 

Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  secondly  his  ward  and  first  cousin,  Sarah  Anne  Bayne, 
on  March  20,  1834,  in  the  city  of  Washington  [Georgetown,  Maryland]  in  the  old  Episcopal 
Church  Rectory  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brooks,  Rector.  According  to  family  records,  her  cousin, 
Sallie  Pearce,  was  bridesmaid. 
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The  compiler  had  the  honor  of  attending  a  reception  in  Georgetown  given  in  honor  of 
Gov.  Harry  F.  Byrd.  She  was  presented  to  him  by  his  brother.  Admiral  Richard  Evelyn  Byrd. 
She  then  was  invited  to  a  tea  at  the  Rectory  where  her  grandfather  and  grandmother  were 
married,  in  the  spacious  drawing  room. 

Sarah  Anne  Bayne  was  an  orphan  and  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Colmore  Bayne  and 
Elizabeth  Smith  (Hack)  Bayne,  his  wife,  and  a  granddaughter  of  Lieut.  William  Bayne.  SEE 
BAYNE  MANUSCRIPT. 

The  marriage  of  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  and  Sarah  Anne  Bayne  was  not  planned  for  the 
time  that  it  took  place,  but  Capt.  Dawson  had  ridden  down  to  “Mt.  Welby”,  the  ancient 
home  of  his  grandparents,  where  Sarah  Anne  was  visiting,  and  found  she  had  spent  the  night 
at  the  negro  quarters  nursing  one  of  the  little  children  there,  who,  in  the  morning,  after  the 
Doctor  had  been  summoned  was  found  to  have  small  pox.  Knowing  the  household  consisted 
of  elderly  persons,  and  if  Sarah  Anne  should  contract  the  disease,  there  would  be  no  one  to 
nurse  her,  Capt.  Dawson  declared  they  should  be  married  at  once. 

Letter  from  Samuel  Dawson  addressed  to  “Miss  Sarah  Ann  Bayne,  Prince  Geo.s  County, 
‘Mount  Welby’,  M.d” 


“Spring  Dale  April  13th  1819. 

“Dear  Sarah 

“Inclosed  I  send  you  a  letter  from  your  relation  on  the  Eastern  Shore  which  I 
took  to  be  a  letter  from  our  friend  and  relation  Walter  Bayne  which  curiosity  and 
an  anxious  desire  to  hear  from  that  quarter  induced  me  to  open  and  read  which 
liberty  I  hope  you’ll  excuse.  We  have  heard  from  Mother  and  Mary  Cromwell  who 
have  arrived  safe,  at  their  destined  home  the  land  of  Canaan  where  I  hope  they 
will  be  happy.  Kitty  received  a  letter  from  Ann  Bayne  [page  torn]  Harriott  it  affords 
me  considerable  [torn]  to  hear  from  you  all  and  am  truly  happy  to  hear  grandfather 
and  Uncle  and  Aunt  are  all  well,  you  promised  you  would  write  to  me.  Don’t  delay 
it  any  longer.  Let  me  hear  what  sort  of  Beaux  you  have.  I  hope  they  are  somebodies 
and  none  of  the  nobodies.  Kitty  I  presume  will  write  to  Ann  soon  but  you  know 
she  is  not  the  most  industrious  girl  in  that  way  and  therefore  will  require  some 
time  to  get  at  it.  Ann  will  excuse  her  until  her  natural  fit  of  laziness  wears  off  when 
she  may  expect  an  answer  to  hers.  We  are  all  well  only  [torn]  Ann  who  is  complain¬ 
ing  of  a  sick  stomach  8cc.  which  I  [torn]  soon  wear  off.  I  shall  bring  her  to  Spring 
Dale  in  May.  My  best  love  to  grandfather.  Uncle  and  Aunt  Ann  etc.  and  accept 
my  best  wishes  for  your  wellfare  and  happiness.” 

“Sam1.  Dawson” 


The  marriage  License  Certificate  from  the  Supreme  Court  Records  of  Washington, 
D.  C.  is  next  given  proving  the  family  record. 


“CERTIFICATE  OF  ISSUANCE  OF  MARRIAGE  LICENSE. 

“SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,  ss: 

“I,  Morgan  H.  Beach,  CLERK  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,  DO  HEREBY  CERTIFY  THAT  THE  REC¬ 
ORDS  OF  SAID  COURT  SHOW  THAT  A  MARRIAGE  LICENSE  WAS  IS¬ 
SUED  TO  Samuel  Dawson  of .  AND  Sarah  Anne  Bayne  of  . 

. ,  ON  THE  20"  DAY  OF  March  A.D.  1834. 

“I  FURTHER  CERTIFY  THAT  PRIOR  TO  JUNE  1,  1870,  THE  LAWS 
OF  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  DID  NOT  REQUIRE  OFFICIATING 
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CLERGYMEN  TO  MAKE  RETURNS  OF  MARRIAGES  SOLEMNIZED  BY 
THEM,  AND  THAT  NO  SUCH  RETURNS  ARE  OF  RECORD. 


(Seal  of 
the 

Supreme  Court 
of  the 
District  of 
Columbia.) 


“IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  HEREUNTO 
SUBSCRIBE  MY  NAME  AND  AFFIX  THE 
SEAL  OF  SAID  COURT  AT  THE  CITY 
OF  WASHINGTON,  THIS  1 1  DAY  OF  July 
A.D. 1921. 

MORGAN  H.  BEACH 

Clerk 


By  W.  A.  KROLL 

“A  True  Copy  Ass’t  Clerk 

Test: 

MORGAN  H.  BEACH,  Clerk. 


BY  W.  A.  KROLL,  Asst.  Clerk. 


Captain  Samuel  Dawson  died  on  December  1  ith,  1845  at  “Spring  Dale”,  his  residence 
in  Loudoun  County,  Virginia,  according  to  the  Declaration  of  his  widow  Mrs.  Sarah  Anne 
(Bayne)  Dawson  in  March,  1852,  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Loudoun  County,  Virginia. 

On  January  13,  1846,  his  will  was  probated  as  proven  by  the  following  certified  copy. 
This  declaration  and  probate  proved  that  his  death  occurred  on  December  11,  1845. 

His  will  follows: 


WILL  OF  CAPTAIN  SAMUEL  DAWSON. 

[Register  of  Wills’  Office,  Loudoun  County,  Virginia.  Liber  2  C’s,  page  70]: 

Will  of  Captain  Samuel  Dawson  dated  13  September  1845,  proved  13  January  1846. 

“I,  Samuel  Dawson  of  Loudoun  County  and  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  be¬ 
ing  in  perfect  health,  of  sound  disposing  mind,  memory  and  understanding,  know¬ 
ing  the  certainty  of  death  &  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  when,  do  hereby  make 
and  ordain  this  to  be  my  last  will  and  Testament  revoking  all  others  heretofore 
made  by  me  written  in  my  own  hand  writing  viz: 

“Imprimis:  I  direct  the  crops  on  hand,  &  if  that  should  not  be  sufficient  to  pay 
my  debts,  I  order  the  crop  that  is  to  be  sowed  &  planted  now  to  be  used  for  that 
purpose  after  supporting  the  whole  family  therefrom. 

“Secondly:  I  hereby  order  and  direct  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the 
County  Court  of  Loudoun  to  divide  my  whole  estate  into  eight  parts,  both  real, 
personal  and  mixed  8c  to  allot  six  parts  of  the  eight  parts  to  my  wife  Sarah  Ann 
Dawson  which  parts  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  her  during  her  life  provided  she 
should  live  my  widow,  but  in  the  event  of  her  choosing  to  marry  I  give  her  my 
dwelling  house,  Garden,  Apple  Orchard,  peach  orchard  &  the  land  running  with 
the  old  road  leading  to  the  Furnace,  thence  with  the  Furnace  tract  south  to  the 
now  main  road  to  the  furnace  during  her  life.  I  also  give  to  her  all  my  furniture  ex¬ 
cept  as  is  hereinafter  excepted  both  kitchen  and  dwelling  house  during  her  life, 
then  after  her  death  I  give  and  order  the  whole  to  be  equally  divided  between  my 
six  children  viz:  Nicholas  Dawson,  Charles  G.  Dawson,  Arthur  Dawson,  Elizabeth 
H.  Dawson,  Mellinda  H.  [Henrietta]  Dawson,  &  Roger  T.  Dawson  to  be  equally  di¬ 
vided  between  them  share  and  share  alike,  but  if  there  should  be  any  difficulty  in 
the  division,  I  direct  the  landed  property  to  be  sold  and  the  money  equally  divided 
between  them.  I  also  authorize  my  wife  Sarah  Ann  Dawson  her  heirs  and  assigns  to 
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dispose  of  any  of  the  servants  who  may  prove  refactory  or  if  necessity  should  so  re¬ 
quire  it  to  dispose  of  them  for  the  education  of  any  of  my  children,  that  child  or 
children  to  be  chargeable  with  what  money  used,  8c  Further  if  any  of  my  children 
should  be  refactory  or  disobedient,  drunken  or  worthless,  I  hereby  authorize  my 
wife  Sarah  Ann  Dawson  her  heirs  8cc.  to  place  their  part  in  some  safe  situation,  the 
interest  to  be  paid  them  annually. 

“3rd:  Whereas  I  am  indebted  to  my  mother  in  the  sum  of  about  three  thou¬ 
sand  seven  hundred  dollars,  she  having  willed  8c  divided  the  amount  above  in  three 
parts,  one  part  she  willed  to  sister  Henrietta  Gassaway  and  the  other  two  part  to  my 
two  children  Eugenia  T.  Dawson  and  Mason  Dawson,  now  to  enable  my  estate  to 
pay  those  legatees,  I  will  8c  bequeath  two  eights  equal  to  14  of  all  my  real  8c  personal 
property  to  my  mother  Elizabeth  Dawson  she  to  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the 
same  2/8th  of  all  my  property  real  &  personal  and  pay  herself  the  amount  of  2/$  or 
some  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  of  her  claim  against  me,  the  one  third  of 
her  claim  against  me,  I  order  and  direct  to  be  chargeable  upon  my  whole  estate  viz: 
Six  eighths  I  order  to  be  paid  out  of  my  property  hereby  willed  to  my  wife  Sarah 
Ann  Dawson,  2/8  out  of  the  property  hereby  willed  to  my  mother,  Elizabeth  Daw¬ 
son,  the  balance  after  my  mother  has  been  fully  paid  &  satisfied  I  give  and  bequeath 
to  my  two  children  Eugenia  T.  Dawson  8c  Mason  Dawson.  I  also  give  and  bequeath 
to  my  mother  Elizabeth  Dawson  the  room  she  now  occupies  during  her  life  with 
free  access  from  and  to  it  either  way  she  may  please  to  pass,  I  also  give  her  two  of 
the  lower  squares  in  the  Garden  to  plant,  sow  and  cultivate  as  she  pleases  during  her 
life,  and  after  her  death  I  give  the  room  &c.  as  above  to  my  daughter  Eugenie  Daw¬ 
son  to  occupy  and  enjoy  so  long  as  she  may  be  single  or  unmarried.  I  also  give  her 
one  feather  bed  8c  furniture  which  I  have  already  done  verbally.  To  my  son 
Mason  Dawson,  I  give  and  bequeath  one  feather  bed  8c  the  bed  standing  in  the 
room  8c  occupancy  of  either  of  the  rooms  upstairs  in  old  house,  his  horse  Davy  I 
confirm  to  him.  Again  whichever  share  the  iron  Oar  held  8c  quarry  may  fall  to  in 
the  division  8c  whereas  there  is  great  uncertainty  in  the  value  thereof,  whenever  the 
60  acres  of  land  and  Iron  Oar  shall  produce  less  than  one  hundred  8c  fifty  dollars 
each  of  my  heirs  shall  make  up  the  deficiency  and  if  iron  ore  Quarry  and  rent  of 
the  land  shall  produce  more  than  150  dollars  I  hereby  direct  the  surplus  to  be 
divided  between  my  eight  children,  and  if  my  daughter  Eugenia  Dawson  should 
die  unmarried  8c  intestate  her  part  I  direct  shall  descend  to  my  son  Mason  Dawson 
8c  if  Mason  should  die  unmarried  8c  intestate  his  part  shall  descend  to  my  daughter 
Eugenia  8c  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  either  of  my  six  younger  children  Nicholas 
8cc.  Then  I  will  and  devise  their  or  either  one’s  part  to  be  distributed  to  the  five 
survivors  share  8:  share  alike.  It  is  my  wish  and  desire  that  my  whole  family  live 
together  as  they  do  now  supported  from  one  common  stock,  the  proceeds  of  the 
whole  estate,  but  be  that  as  they  may  please. 

“In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  8c  do  hereby 
publish  and  declare  this  to  be  my  last  will  8c  testament  revoking  all  others  hereto¬ 
fore  by  me  made,  and  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my  wife  Sarah  Ann 
Dawson  my  whole  sole  executrix  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament  and  require  the 
Court  to  take  no  security  in  the  performance  of  this  trust,  and  require  of  her  to 
ask  and  demand  no  per  centum  for  the  distribution  and  management  of  my  estate 
more  than  her  expenses  necessarily  expended  in  the  performance  of  the  trust. 

“In  teste  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  seal  this  13th  day 

of  September  ,845.  -Sami.  Dawson  (Seal) 
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“At  a  Court  held  for  Loudoun  County,  January  13th,  1846 

“A  paper  purporting  to  be  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Samuel  Dawson  deed, 
was  produced  in  Court  by  Sarah  Ann  Dawson  the  executrix  therein  named  and 
there  being  no  subscribing  witnesses  thereto  Charles  G.  Eskridge  &  Charles  Gassa- 
way  were  sworn  &  severally  deposed  that  they  were  well  acquainted  with  the  tes¬ 
tator’s  hand  writing  &  verily  believed  the  said  writing  and  the  name  thereto  sub¬ 
scribed  to  be  wholly  written  by  the  testator’s  own  hand  whereupon  the  said  writing 
is  ordered  to  be  recorded  as  the  true  last  will  and  testament  of  the  said  Samuel 
Dawson  deceased.  And  on  motion  of  Sarah  Ann  Dawson  the  executrix  therein 
named  who  made  oath  as  such,  entered  into  and  acknowledged  a  bond  in  the 
penalty  of  fourteen  thousand  dollars  conditioned  as  the  law  directs  certificate  is 
granted  her  for  obtaining  a  probate  thereof  in  due  form. 

“Teste: 

“Chas.  G.  Eskridge,  Clk. 

“A  copy  —  Teste: 

“B.  W.  Franklin  c.c. 

“STATE  OF  VIRGINIA,  TO  WIT: 

“I,  B.  Willard  Franklin,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Loudoun  County,  in  the 
State  aforesaid  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  last  will  and  testament 
of  Samuel  Dawson,  deceased,  as  fully  and  truly  as  it  now  exists  among  the  records  of 
said  Court.  Recorded  in  Liber  2  C’s,  page  70. 

“IN  TESTIMONY  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affix  the  seal  of  said 
Court  this  15th  day  of  September,  1921. 

(SEAL)  “B.  W.  Franklin  Clerk.” 

The  Inventory  of  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson’s  personal  estate  is  interesting  and  proves  that 
his  home  was  furnished  with  handsome  Mahogany  and  other  fine  possessions  so  dear  to  the 
present  day  collector  of  antiques: 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Leesburg,  Loudoun  Co.,  Va.  Inventory  ir  Appraisement,  Liber  2  C’s, 
folio  148]: 

“INVENTORY  &  APPRAISEMENT  OF  personal  property  belonging  to 
the  estate  of  the  late  Samuel  Dawson  made  this  13th  day  of  March  1846. 


“1  fine  side  board 

$  40.00 

1  desk  and  book  case 

12.00 

1  parlor  stove  and  fixtures 

10.00 

1 1  common  chairs 

2-75 

1  pair  half  round  mahogany  tables 

12.50 

1  common  dining  table  and  stands 

4.00 

1  carpet  and  curtains 

3.00 

8  waters  large  and  small 

2.50 

Contents  of  ware  in  Sideboard 

9.00 

Table  cloths  and  Napkins 

3.00 

1  Safe  and  contents 

4.00 

2  candle  sticks 

.50 

■ 
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Andirons,  shovel  and  tongs  2.00 

1  chair  and  stand  .50 

Box  and  contents  3.50 

Contents  of  closett  1.00 

1  old  map  25^,  1  wardrobe  $6  6.25 

1  —  8  day  clock  $40.  7  chairs  1.75  41.75 

1  looking  glass  50^,  1  Rag  Carpet  2.00  2.50 

1  New  Carpet  6.00 

1  Bed  mahogany  bedstead  and  bedding  32.50 

Andirons,  shovel  and  tongs  4.00 

1  pair  silver  candle  sticks  4  spoons  2.00 

1  lot  silver  spoons  30.00;  liquor  stand  gun  chair  &  1  box  10.25  40.25 

1  sofa  20.00  1  doz.  cain  bottom  &  1  Rocking  chair  20.00  40.00 

1  pair  card  tables  15.00;  1  center  table  mahogany  6.00  21.00 

Amount  brought  forward  $  306.50 


1  portable  writing  desk  2.00;  1  candle  stand  &  back  Gammon  Box  1.00 

Shovel  tongs  Fender  split  boxes  8c  Bellows 

1  Lounge  1.50,  1  fine  carpet  and  Rugg  20.00 

1  bed  bedstead  and  pillows  30.00,  1  do,  do,  do,  20.00 

1  stand  1.00,  1  easy  chair  &  blanket  10.00 

1  trunk  containing  bedclothes 

1  Bureau  and  looking  glass 

3  chairs  and  two  stools 

Shovel,  tongs  fender  and  andirons 

1  washstand,  bowl  pitcher  8c  tubb 

l  trunk  containing  bedclothes 

1  do  do  do 

1  carpet  in  bed  room 

1  bed,  bedding  and  bedstead 

1  toilet  glass,  washstand  bowl  8c  pitcher 

1  low  bedstead,  bed  8c  bedding 

1  trundle  bed,  1  bed,  1  bedstead  8c  bedding 

1  cribb  and  furniture 

1  bed  stead  8c  bedding 

1  “ 

1  spinning  wheel  Sc  reel 
1  lot  leather  and  basket 
1  lot  of  crocks  empty  barrels  spools  8cc 
1/2  box  8x10  window  glass 
1  lot  tin  ware  stone  jars  juggs  8cc. 

1  barrell  crab  [apple]  cider 
1  pair  card  and  candle  molds 
16  empty  bags 

1  pair  patent  balance  wheels  8cc. 

1  desk  table  wash  basin  chair  8cc. 


3.00 
12.00 
21.50 
50.00 
1 1.00 
10.00 
10.00 

1.25 

5°° 

4.00 

17.00 

18.00 

2.00 

20.00 

2.00 

8.00 

6.00 

1.50 
8.00 
4.00 
1.00 

2.25 

•75 

.50 

2.50 
2.50 

•75 

4.00 

2.20 

•75 


Amount  brought  forward 


$  527-95 


. 
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i  lot  empty  barrells  toolls 

2.50 

i  Barrel  tar 

1.00 

14  empty  barrells  hogsheads  8cc  8cc  8cc 

2.00 

1  stone  jar 

4.00 

2  augers  coopers  adz  Bolt  8cc  8cc 

1.00 

1  large  box  and  lounge 

.50 

4  stand  bees  8c  2  empty  hives 

6.00 

1  pair  saddle  bags  8c  scein 

1.00 

Contents  of  cupboard 

6.00 

meal  chest  2  tin  basins 

.50 

1  side  saddle,  2  sad  irons 

.50 

Contents  of  pantry 

1.00 

Ditto  of  kitchen 

10.00 

Ditto  of  old  passage 

2.00 

1  close  carriage  and  harness 

40.00 

1  old  cooking  stove  grind  stone  8c  work  bench 

1.00 

1  stove  2  benches  and  table 

8.00 

10  empty  vessels  in  meat  house 

2.00 

2  Malls,  3  Wedges  Stabb  &  sockett 

3°° 

1  wagon  and  wood  ladder 

80.00 

1  lot  single  trees  8c  wagon  whelle 

5.00 

1  Grass  scythe 

.50 

lot  hoes,  forks,  rakes,  spades  mattocks  shovel  Crow  b. 

6.00 

1000  bushels  wheat  @  go^f 

goo. 00 

23  bushels  Rye 

13.00 

33  “  Oats 

13.20 

3  bushels  Plaster  3  pair  traces 

2.00 

3  grain  cradles 

6.00 

1  wagon,  wheel  8c  2  log  chains 

5.00 

44  hogs  worth 

75.00 

1/2  of  6  horse  thrashing  machine 

100.00 

Rye  “  “  at  brick  house 

42.50 

Amount  brought  forward 

$2583.05 

50  bushels  old  corn  @  60^ 

30.00 

15  barrels  corn 

30.00 

6  empty  hogshead 

1.50 

1  corn  sheller  8c  do  barrell 

3.00 

2  saws  hoe  Jack  screw  8c  Mill 

5.00 

2  pair  and  Bolster 

1.00 

1  lot  old  iron 

1.50 

5  calves  &  56  head  sheep 

1 15.00 

Black  smith  tools  &  chopping  axe 

20.50 

8  shovel  ploughs  &  lot  old  wagon  irons 

7.00 

16  head  cattle  1  yoke  steers  8c  cart 

178.00 

20  harrow  teeth 

5.00 

1  Brown  mare  Trim 

35.00 

1  Blue  “  Snap 

25.00 

' 

. 
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1  Bay  “  Bob 
1  — -  3  year  old  colt 

l  Blk  Mare,  Sepena  [This  was  Sarah  Ann 
i  Bay  do  Queen 
l  “  “  Snap 

l  Brown  horse  George 
l  Bay  mare  Pitt 
i  “  Horse  Ball 
l  sorrell  Mare  Fan 
l  set  wagon  gear  Sc  saddle 
i  lot  collars,  harness  back  bands 
l  straw  cutter  and  Fan 

1  horse  cart 

3  Barshear  Plows 

2  harrows 

Amount  brought  forward 

Nathaniel  &  Letta 
Janette  very  old 
William  42  years  old 
Isaac  40  years  old 
Charles  22 
Jacob  21  “ 

James  16 

Amount  brought  over 

Robert  16  years 
Richard  13  “ 

John  12 

William  Tilghman  9  years 
George  10  years 
Maria  Sc  child  Lacey 
Millie  &  child  Ellen  25  years 
Dela  45  “ 

Mary  16  “ 

Eliza  14  “ 


20.00 

35.00 

(Bayne)  Dawson’s  personal  horse]  60.00 

40.00 

60.00 

50.00 

40.00 

15.00 

25.00 

20.00 

2.00 

16.00 

5.00 

20.00 

5.00 

$3454-45 

00.00 

50.00 

300.00 

300.00 

55°-00 

55000 

400.00 


$5604.45 

400.00 

350.00 

3500° 

300.00 

300.00 

150.00 

500.00 

300.00 

400.00 

300.00 

$8954.45 


“Loudoun  County  to  wit:— 

“In  pursuance  of  an  order  bearing  date  on  the  13th  Jany  1846  and  to  us  di¬ 
rected  we  have  proceeded  to  Inventory  and  appraise  the  goods  and  chattels  as 
described  in  said  order  and  herewith  reported  to  Court. 

“Given  under  our  hands  this  13th  March  1846 

Charles  Williams 
W.  C.  Sanders 
Geo.  Marlow 
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“Loudoun  County  to  wit:  12th  May  1846 

“This  inventory  and  appraisement  of  the  personal  estate  of  Samuel  Dawson 
deed,  was  this  day  returned  to  the  Court  and  ordered  to  be  certified. 

“Teste: 

Chas.  G.  Eskridge,  Clk.’’ 

“A  copy— Teste: 

B.  W.  Franklin ,  C.  C.” 

On  September  20th,  1850,  a  County  law  was  passed  regarding  pensions  or  a  bonus  to 
widows  of  soldiers  in  the  War  1812-14.  As  a  result  of  this  Sarah  Anne  (Bayne)  Dawson  made 
a  declaration  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Loudoun  County,  Virginia,  March,  1852,  in 
order  that  she  might  have  the  benefit  of  the  law. 

Her  declaration  is  particularly  valuable  to  her  descendants  as  a  family  record.  A  copy 
of  it  with  her  marriage  record  from  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson’s  Bible  were  copied  and  attested 
by  W.  Y.  Page,  tutor  of  the  Dawson  children. 

A  rough  draft  of  this  declaration  dated  15  months  earlier  (Dec.  1850),  was  probably 
found  insufficient  as  “she  cannot  state  the  precise  length  of  time  he  served  .  .  .  relies  on 
the  Records  of  the  War  Department  for  proof  as  to  time  of  service”,  and  gives  additional 
information  as  follows: 

That  in  his  first  enlistment  Samuel  Dawson  “served  as  Captain  at  Patapsco  and  other 
encampments.” 

And  that  under  the  second  call  “in  the  year  1814,  he  served  at  Camp  Fairfield,  Camp 
Hampstead,  and  other  encampments.” 

He  fought  in  the  defense  of  Baltimore  in  the  Battle  of  North  Point,  Sept.  12,  1814,  and 
also  at  Bladensburg,  in  the  defense  of  Washington  City. 

Sarah  Anne  (Bayne)  Dawson’s  Declaration  follows: 

“State  of  Virginia! 

County  of  Loudoun J 

“On  this  day  of  March,  1852  personally  appeared  before  me, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  and  for  County,  and  state  aforesaid  Sarah  A.  Dawson 
age  44  years  [48  years,  born  1804  —  Bible  Record]  a  resident  of  Loudoun  County, 
State  of  Va.  who  being  duly  Sworn  according  to  law,  declared  that  she  is  the  widow 
of  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  in  the  2nd.  Regiment  of  Maryland  Militia  commanded 
by  Lieut.  Col.  R.  K.  Heath  under  Brig.  Gen.  Winder,  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
declared  by  the  United  States  on  the  18th  day  of  June  1812. 

“That  said  husband  was  drafted  at  Fredericktown  in  State  of  Maryland  on 
May  1st  1813  for  the  term  of . years  and  continued  in  actual  service  un¬ 

til  July  3  ,1813,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  as  appears  from  the  books  con¬ 
taining  the  Muster  Roll  of  the  Company. 

“Again  it  appears  from  his  books  and  from  the  documents  on  hie  at  Washing¬ 
ton  that  he  was  a  Captain  in  Col.  Rajan’s  Reg’t  Maryland  ma.  and  entered  the  serv¬ 
ice  on  July  21,  1814  and  served  until  Jan.  10,  1815.  No  Certificate  of  his  discharge 
has  been  found. 

“She  further  states  that  she  was  married  to  said  Captain  Samuel  Dawson  in 
Washington  City  [Georgetown,  Md.]  on  March  20th  1834,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Brooks  of 
Georgetown  a  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  that  her  name  before  said 
marriage  was  Sarah  Ann  Bayne  and  that  her  husband  died  on  Dec.  1 1,  1845  at  his 
residence  in  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  and  that  she  is  still  a  widow. 
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“She  makes  this  declaration  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  County  Law  to 
which  she  may  be  entitled  under  the  act  passed  Sept.  20,  1850.” 

Copy  of  private  record  of  marriage: 

“Sam’l  Dawson  and  Sarah  Ann  Bayne  were  married  March  20,  1834.” 

“I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  private  record  of  mar¬ 
riage  taken  from  the  family  Bible  of  the  late  Sam’l  Dawson. 

“W.  Y.  Page”  (Tutor  of  the  children 
at  “Spring  Dale”.) 

Note:  W.  Y.  Page’s  son,  William  Tyler  Page,  who  wrote  “The  American’s  Creed”,  was 
well  known  to  the  compiler. 

Letters  preserved  in  the  family  and  here  copied  reflect  the  extreme  anguish  suffered  by 
Sarah  Anne  (Bayne)  Dawson,  widow  of  Captain  Samuel  Dawson,  during  the  Civil  War  when 
her  son  Arthur  was  a  prisoner  in  the  enemy’s  hands. 

It  appears  that  a  romance  between  Col.  John  White  Geary  and  the  widow  Dawson 
served  to  alleviate  some  of  the  hardships  she  and  her  family  would  have  suffered  but  for  his 
friendship. 

The  letters  from  family  records  furnished  are  here  given: 

“Confederate  States  of 
America. 

“War  Department,  Richmond,  Va. 
Sept.  2,  1861. 

Col.  Eppa  Hunter 

Camp  Johnson  near  Leesburg,  Va. 

“Sir, 

“Your  letter  of  Aug.  28th  proposing  exchange  of  Arthur  Dawson  of  the  Lou¬ 
doun  Cavalry  now  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  for  one  Henry  Johnson  of 
N.  H.  now  a  prisoner  of  War  in  Richmond,  Va.  and  stating  consideration  in  favor 
thereof,  has  been  received. 

“The  attention  of  the  Department  has  been  already  called  to  this  case  and  in 
reply  to  the  same  proposal,  the  answer  has  been  returned,  that  it  would  be  both  in¬ 
consistent  with  the  dignity  and  self  respect  of  the  Government,  and  unjust  toward 
the  body  of  our  own  soldiers,  to  ask  for,  or  to  grant  exceptions  to  a  policy  forced 
upon  us  by  our  enemies  equally  in  derogation  of  the  Government  and  inconsistent 
with  the  instincts  of  humanity  and  the  known  usages  of  humanity,  and  with  the  in¬ 
stincts  of  civilized  warfare. 

“For  the  sake  of  the  young  man  himself  and  his  widowed  mother,  I  deeply  re¬ 
gret  the  necessity  of  this  reply;  where  the  ‘blame  if  it  lies’  history  and  humanity  will 
not  permit  Col.  Geary  to  be  the  judge. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  be  “Respectfully, 

(Signed)  L.  P.  Walker 

Secretary  of  War.” 

[This  Henry  Johnson  of  N.  H.  was  a  friend  of  her  son  Arthur  Dawson  and  had 
been  a  frequent  visitor  of  the  Dawsons,  and  that  was  why  Sarah  Ann  (Bayne)  Daw¬ 
son  asked  for  this  exchange.  Col.  Geary  was  in  command  of  Federal  Troops  at 
Harpers  Ferry  and  was  afterwards  Governor  of  Pennsylvania]. 

The  said  gentleman  showed  every  respect  and  consideration  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Dawson 
whose  home  was  near  The  Point  of  Rocks  and  but  for  him  her  home  would  have  been  made 
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headquarters  for  officers  of  the  Union  Army,  but  he  and  his  men  protected  her  and  her  prop¬ 
erty  as  much  as  was  in  his  power.  He  twice  asked  her  to  become  his  wife,  but  on  account  of  po¬ 
litical  reasons  she  refused. 


“Spring  Dale 

“Col.  J.  W.  Gary  [John  White  Geary], 

Dear  Sir, 

“I  send  you  the  letter  I  have  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  to 
your  Official  Order  for  the  exchange  of  my  dear  Son.  I  fear  I  have  committed  an  er¬ 
ror  and  defeated  my  object  for  the  present  though  so  much  desired  by  myself  and 
family. 

“I  have  never  named  the  exchange  of  any  of  their  prisoners  that  are  with  my 
Son  to  the  Southern  Authorities  until  after  I  had  received  their  approbation  of  ex¬ 
change  Mr.  Pratt  for  my  Son.  Therefore  my  error  was  committed  in  asking  for  their 
exchange  after  the  authorities  at  Richmond  had  agreed  to  accomodate  me.  Thus 
you  see  from  the  Secretary’s  letter  the  exchange  for  any  other  than  my  son  is  new  to 
him,  and  he  desires  the  approbation  of  your  Secretary  of  War  before  further  ex¬ 
change  can  be. 

“I  thank  you  kindly  Col.  Gary  for  what  you  have  done  and  I  pray  you  not  to 
visit  me  according  to  my  wishes  but  restrict  my  Petition  to  my  son  only,  and  your  fa¬ 
vor  will  relieve  the  almost  broken  heart  of  the  widow  and  fatherless  children. 

“I  send  you  the  Secretary’s  letter  that  you  may  judge  whether  it  requires  more 
of  you  and  your  authorities  than  you  can  grant,  whether  the  United  States  authori¬ 
ties  will  exchange  all  of  the  Prisoners  named  or  only  my  son.  I  would  have  you  do 
nothing  to  injure  you  in  your  official  duties  for  my  pleasure  or  gratification  but  do 
all  in  your  power  to  oblige  your  friend  and  well  wisher. 

Yours  truly 

(Signed)  “Sarah  B.  Dawson.” 


The  Federal  Government  had  issued  an  order  to  seize  or  confiscate  every  foot  of  land 
that  Sarah  Ann  Dawson  called  hers,  but  through  the  intercession  of  Col.  Geary  this  land  was 
restored  to  her,  as  follows: 

“Head  Quarters  Department  of  the  Potomac 
Bureau  of  Refugees  Freedman  and  Abandoned  Land. 
Richmond,  Va.  January  10,  1867. 

“Special  Orders 
No.  5 

“So  far  as  any  jurisdiction  of  the  Bureau  extends  over  it  the  property  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  Ann  Dawson  consisting  of  a  tract  of  land  containing  three  hundred  acres, 
more  or  less,  Situated  in  the  county  of  Loudoun,  Va.  is  restored  to  her  with  all  the 
right  and  privilidges  of  ownership  subject  to  the  requirements  of  Par  8,  cir  15 
Lesies  1865  War  Dept.  Bureau  of  R,  F.  and  A.  S.  and  upon  the  following  condition, 
viz.  —  First  —  The  property  will  be  restored  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Dawson  upon  the 
expiration  of  the  lease  to  any  third  party  or  parties,  if  any  exists. 

“Secondly  —  That  nothing  in  this  order  be  constructed  as  entitling  the  owner 
to  compensation  for  damages  to  the  property  or  to  rents  which  may  have  accrued. 

“By  Command  of 

“Robt.  May  Gen.,  J.  M.  Schofield  asst.  com. 

O.  Brown 
AAA  Gent.” 
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This  was  brought  about  by  Col.  (afterwards  General)  John  W.  Geary,  a  staunch  and  life¬ 
long  friend  of  the  family.  May  God  Bless  and  reward  him  for  his  benevolence.  —  The  Com¬ 
piler.  _ 

Sarah  Anne  (Bayne)  Dawson,  the  wife  of  Captain  Samuel  Dawson,  was  the  daughter  of 
Rev.  Colmore  Bayne  and  Elizabeth  Smith  (Hack)  Bayne,  his  wife,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Hack 
and  Elizabeth  Smith,  his  wife.  She  was  born  on  April  3,  1804,  according  to  a  Bible  Record 
left  by  her,  now  in  the  possession  of  her  granddaughter. 

Her  marriage  to  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  has  been  proven  by  the  Certified  Marriage  Li¬ 
cense  and  the  family  record. 

She  died  intestate  on  October  18th,  1867,  in  her  63rd  year,  according  to  her  tombstone 
inscription  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  Yard  at  Leesburg,  Loudoun  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

The  Inventory  of  her  personal  estate  follows: 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Leesburg,  Loudoun  Co.,  Va.  Liber  2  T’s  361]: 

“A  list  of  the  goods,  chattels  and  personal  estate  of  Sarah  A.  [Anne]  Dawson  de¬ 
ceased  appraised  by  C.  W.  Paxson  Jno.  W.  Whitmore  and  Tunis  Titus. 

Total  $7673.44. 

“In  execution  of  the  annexed  order  we  have  this  day  Inventoried  &  appraised 
the  personal  estate  of  Sarah  A.  Dawson  deceased  and  report  the  foregoing. 

“Given  under  our  hands  this  22nd  day  of  April  1868. 

C.  W.  Paxson 
John  H.  Whitmore 
Tunis  Titus. 

“N.  Dawson 

Arthur  Dawson,  Admrs. 

“At  a  County  Court  held  for  Loudoun  County  1  ith  November  1867. 

“Ordered  that  Wilson  C.  Saunders,  C.  W.  Paxson,  Tunis  Titus  and  John  H. 
Whitmore,  or  any  three  of  them,  being  first  duly  qualified  do  inventory  and  appraise 
the  estate  of  Sarah  A.  Dawson  deceased  and  make  report  thereof  to  this  Court. 

“A  copy  —  Teste 

Chas.  P.  Janney,  elk. 

“Loudoun  County  to  wit: 

“This  day  C.  W.  Paxson,  John  H.  Whitmore  and  Tunis  Titus  were  duly 
qualified  before  me  to  execute  the  above  order. 

“Given  under  my  hand  this  22nd  day  of  April  1868. 

Geo.  H.  Lox,  Jr.  D.  C. 

“Clerk’s  Office  of  the  County  Court  of  Loudoun  County  to  wit: 

May  4th,  1868 

“The  foregoing  Inventory  &c.  of  the  estate  of  Sarah  A.  Dawson  deceased  was 
this  day  received  in  said  office  and  admitted  to  record. 

Teste:  Chas.  P.  Janney  elk.” 

“A  copy  —  Teste: 

B.  W.  Lranklin  C.  C.” 

“I,  B.  W.  Lranklin,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  aforesaid,  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  extract  from  the  account 
of  N.  8;  A.  Dawson  administrators  of  Sarah  A.  Dawson  deed.,  showing  the  balance  in 
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the  hands  of  said  administrators  and  the  heirs  at  law  of  said  decedent  to  whom 
same  was  distributed. 

“Given  under  my  hand  this  12th  day  of  August  1921. 

B.  W.  Franklin  Clerk.” 


The  farm  of  “Spring  Dale”  was  opposite  to  the  Hon.  Thomson  Mason  farm  of  “Chest¬ 
nut  Hill”,  where,  it  was  said,  Ann  Eilbeck  Mason,  Samuel  Dawson’s  first  wife,  had  lived,  one 
mile  from  the  Potomac  Bridge,  and  nine  miles  east  of  Leesburg.  It  was  sold  to  a  Mr.  Heater. 
The  Dawsons  and  their  kinsmen  were  buried  at  old  St.  James  Episcopal  Church,  Leesburg, 
now  demolished,  but  some  of  the  tombstones  are  still  in  existence.  The  compiler  was 
christened  at  this  old  Church  when  two  years  of  age. 

The  special  articles  bought  by  the  sons  and  daughters  that  have  come  down  to  the 
compiler’s  knowledge  are  as  follows: 

Nicholas  Dawson  —  The  Turkish  floor  pipe  given  by  the  Sultan  to  one  of  the 
ancestors;  and  a  lot  of  the  table  linen. 

Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  (Mrs.  Ayres),  the  compiler’s  Mother,  had  purchased  a 
pair  of  mahogany  Chippendale  parlor  five  o’clock  tea  tables;  an  octagon  mahogany 
marble  top  table;  brass  andirons  and  nest  of  tongs;  an  etagere  which  is  now  possessed 
by  the  compiler;  cane  chairs  adorned  with  pink  and  red  roses;  heavy  walnut  or 
mahogany  spool  bed;  an  antique  mahogany  bureau  with  boxes  and  a  swing  mirror 
and  six  of  the  twelve  heavy  handsome  English  forks  marked  “D”. 

Sarah  Anne  (Bayne)  Dawson  had  given  her  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  Hack 
Dawson  and  Melinda  Henrietta  Dawson,  one  hundred  dollars  in  gold  for  wedding 
presents  when  they  were  married. 

Melinda  Henrietta  Dawson  (“Aunt  Net”)  purchased  the  Chickering  piano; 
an  old  walnut  Secretary-Desk  which  was  her  father’s,  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson’s;  an 
ancient  lap  writing  box  and  the  other  six  of  the  fine  English  forks  marked  with  a 
“D”. 

Roger  Temple  Dawson  purchased  the  beautiful  linen  table  cloth  adorned 
with  grapes,  given  by  Lord  Fairfax  to  one  of  the  family. 

Oil  paintings  of  the  family  that  hung  at  “Spring  Dale”,  were  distributed  among 
the  family  and  are  still  possessed  by  the  grandchildren. 

In  the  following  final  account  and  distribution  of  Sarah  Anne  (Bayne)  Dawson’s  estate 
her  children  are  named.  Of  these  “Elizabeth  Ayres”  is  of  ancestral  interest. 

The  Final  Account  follows:— 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Leesburg,  Loudoun  County,  Virginia]: 

“THE  ESTATE  OF  SARAH  A.  DAWSON  DECD.,  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH 
N.  AND  A.  DAWSON  HER  ADMINISTRATORS. 


“By  balance  due  estate  by  administrators 
distributable  to  heirs  at  law  as  follows:  — 


Nicholas  Dawson 

%  th 

$1297.47 

Chas.  G.  [Gassaway]  Dawson 

<  t 

1297.46 

Elizabeth  [Hack]  Ayres 

t  < 

1297.46 

Henrietta  M.  [Malinda]  Dawson 

(( 

1297.46 

Roger  Temple  Dawson 

a 

1297.46 

Arthur  Dawson 

(( 

1297.46 

$7784-77 

$7784-77 


$7784.77 


■ 
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“At  a  County  Court  held  for  Loudoun  County,  August  9,  1875. 

“The  foregoing  account  having  been  returned  to  the  Clerk’s  Office  of  this 
Court  more  than  one  month  ago  and  no  exceptions  being  filed  thereto  the  same 
was  examined  by  the  Court  confirmed  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

“Teste, 

Edgar  Littleton  c.c.” 

“Clerk’s  Office  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Loudoun  County  August  12th  1921 

“I,  B.  W.  Franklin,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  aforesaid,  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  extract  from  the  account 
of  N.  8c  A.  Dawson  administrators  of  Sarah  A.  Dawson  deed.,  showing  the  balance 
in  the  hands  of  said  administrators  and  the  heirs  at  law  of  said  decedent  to  whom 
same  was  distributed. 

“Given  under  my  hand  this  12th  day  of  August  1921. 

B.  W.  Franklin  Clerk.” 

Children  of  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  (b.  Pr.  Geo.  Co.,  Md.,  Nov.  9,  1787,  died  “Spring 
Dale”,  Loudoun  Co.,  Va.  Dec.  11,  1845)  and  his  1st  wife,  Ann  Eilbeck  Mason: 

1.  Eugenia  T.  Dawson  mar.  Mr.  John  E.  S.  Hough  and  resided  in  Morehouse  Parish, 
Louisiana;  returned  to  Leesburg,  Va.,  as  a  widow  soon  after  the  Civil  War  and  died 
leaving  a  son,  Mason  Hough  and  a  daughter,  Eugenia  Hough.  No  known  continued 
descent. 

Mrs.  Hough  sold  her  plantation  in  Louisiana  and  on  her  way  home  to  Leesburg 
the  Confederate  money  was  declared  worthless  and  she  was  stranded  in  a  hotel.  Her 
husband  had  been  a  Mason  and  in  some  manner  she  knew  to  give  the  sign  to  some 
members  then  in  the  hotel,  who  not  only  brought  the  widow  and  her  children  back 
to  Leesburg  but  educated  them  for  her. 

2.  Mason  Dawson  bought  a  plantation  in  Morehouse  Parish,  Louisiana,  died  during 
the  Civil  War,  leaving  one  child,  a  daughter.  He  died  in  1864  with  pneumonia  con¬ 
tracted  in  the  swamps  of  Louisiana  while  in  the  Cavalry  Service  of  the  Confederate 
Army.  No  known  continued  descent. 

Children  of  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  and  his  2nd  wife,  Sarah  Anne  Bayne,  who  was  b. 
April  3,  1804,  mar.  March  20,  1834,  died  Oct.  18,  1867. 

1.  Nicholas  Dawson,  b.  Apr.  20,  1835,  d.  Aug.  1,  1906,  at  “Cameron”,  Fairfax  Co.,  Va., 
adjoining  the  Episcopal  Theological  Seminary,  mar.  28  October  1873  to  Virginia 
Cooper,  dau.  of  Gen.  Samuel  Cooper,  West  Point  Class  of  1815,  Adjutant  General, 
U.  S.  Army  i860,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  Confederate  States  Army,  Senior 
General  Confederate  States  Army,  Chief  of  Staff  of  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee,  and  his  wife 
Sarah  Maria  Mason,  daughter  of  Gen.  John  Mason  of  Analostan  Island,  near  George¬ 
town,  Md.,  son  of  Col.  George  Mason  of  “Gunston  Hall”,  Virginia,  author  of  the 
Va.  “Bill  of  Rights”. 

Nicholas  served  with  the  Confederate  Cavalry  during  the  Civil  War,  being  a 
member  of  Co.  A,  7th  Va.  Regiment  which  was  a  part  of  J.  E.  B.  (called  Jeb)  Stuart’s 
Command.  He  was  wounded  in  the  leg  Oct.  12,  1863,  by  a  pistol  shot  above  the 
knee,  passing  through  the  cap  and  the  ball,  cut  out  three  inches  below  the  knee.  It 
was  feared  his  leg  would  have  to  be  amputated,  but  after  a  long  stay  in  the  hospital 
he  was  improved  sufficiently  to  rejoin  his  Regiment,  but  always  thereafter  walked 
with  a  slight  limp.  Issue: 
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A.  Samuel  Cooper  Dawson  of  “Cameron”,  Fairfax  Co.,  Va.,  born  July  6,  1877,  died 
Mar.  20,  1957,  mar.  Apr.  9,  1907,  Edna  French  Horner,  living  i960,  dau.  of 
Richard  Horner  and  his  wife  Virginia  Cary  Horner  of  Farquier  Co.,  Va.  Issue: 

a.  Samuel  Cooper  Dawson,  Jr.,  born  Sept.  21,  1909,  graduated  University  of 
Virginia,  B.A.  Degree  1932,  Commander  U.  S.  Navy,  World  War  II,  Captain 
U.  S.  Naval  Reserve  1959;  President  of  the  George  Washington  Chapter,  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution;  Lt.  Commander,  Robert  E.  Lee  Chapter,  Sons  of 
the  Confederate  Veterans,  Alexandria,  Va.;  living  i960,  Alexandria,  Va.,  mar. 
March  24,  1945,  Frances  Boatwright  Corley,  daughter  of  Thomas  B.  Boat¬ 
wright  and  his  wife  Marion  Haire  Boatwright  of  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Issue: 

i.  Samuel  Cooper  Dawson,  III,  b.  June  18,  1948. 

ii.  Marion  Boatwright  Dawson,  b.  June  12,  1955. 

b.  Virginia  Cary  Dawson,  born  Sept.  26,  1911,  mar.  June  23,  1942,  the  Rev.  Frank 
F.  Smart,  Jr.,  graduated  at  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  Md.,  later  graduated 
Theological  Seminary  of  Virginia,  Chaplain  U.  S.  S.  “Savannah”,  World  War 
II  up  to  present  time.  Issue: 

i.  Samuel  Cooper  Smart,  b.  Dec.  22,  1943. 
ii.  John  Howell  Smart,  b.  Nov.  18,  1946. 

B.  Philip  Dawson,  b.  July  30,  1880,  living  i960,  Alexandria,  Va.,  bursar  Virginia 
Episcopal  School,  Lynchburg,  Va.,  mar.  June  14,  1921,  Louisa  Fontaine  Wash¬ 
ington,  a  descendant  of  John  Augustine  Washington,  the  last  male  occupant  of 
Mt.  Vernon,  daughter  of  Lawrence  and  Fannie  Lackland  Washington.  Issue: 

a.  Virginia  Cooper  Dawson,  b.  April  2,  1922,  mar.  Sept.  4,  1948,  John  Beebe. 
Issue: 

i.  Elizabeth  Lattin  Beebe,  b.  Dec.  13,  1952. 

ii.  Louisa  Fontaine  Beebe,  b.  Nov.  2 1 ,  1953. 

iii.  Virginia  Cooper  Beebe,  b.  June  30,  1956. 

b.  Louisa  Fontaine  Washington  Dawson,  b.  March  9,  1925,  mar.  June  28,  1958, 
John  Reed  Smucker  III.  Issue:  Anne  Smucker. 

C.  Maria  Mason  Dawson,  b.  April  17,  1883,  mar.  Rev.  Wm.  G.  Pendleton,  an  Episco¬ 
pal  minister,  and  died  March  8,  1921,  at  Lynchburg,  Va.  No  issue. 

Charles  Gassaway  Dawson,  of  Loudoun  Co., Va.,  b.  Aug.  14,  1836,  was  a  Lieut,  in 
Pickett’s  Division,  Garnett’s  Brigade,  Co.  H.,  8th  Va.  Regt.  Confederate  Army  during 
the  Civil  War  and  participated  in  the  Battles  of  1st  Battle  Manassas,  Leesburg, 
Williamsburg,  Seven  Pines,  Gaines  Mill,  Frazier’s  Farm,  2nd  Battle  Manassas,  where 
he  was  slightly  wounded,  Fredericksburg  and  Gettysburg,  where  he  was  one  of  nine 
of  his  outfit  who  survived  the  dash  across  the  Wheat  Field  July  3,  1863  facing  Little 
Round  Top,  and  resided  and  died  in  Atlantic  City,  Iowa,  Nov.  18,  188—.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret  V.  Hickman  of  Taylorstown,  Va.  who  died  June  1,  1921,  daughter  of 
Richard  Hickman.  Issue: 

A.  Frederick  A.  Dawson,  b.  Jan  19,  1870,  died  May  1952,  married  Clara . 

Issue: 

a.  Charles  Frederick  Dawson,  born  July  1907,  living  Harrison,  N.  Y.,  i960. 

B.  Agnes  Virginia  Dawson,  born  Nov.  18,  1872,  died  Aug.  26,  1946,  married  Wilbur 
Page  Cristy.  Issue: 

a.  Lunette  M.  Cristy,  born  Jan.  1,  1897,  living  i960,  married  Harry  D.  Kirk 
of  Alexandria,  Va. 

C.  Bertha  Dawson,  died  in  infancy,  buried  in  Atlantic  City,  Iowa. 

D.  Samuel  Dawson,  born  in  1878,  died  in  1928  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  No  issue. 
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E.  Lillian  Ann  Dawson,  born  Sept.  22,  1880,  living  1957,  married  Charles  Ellis.  Issue: 
a.  John  Dawson  Ellis,  born  Sept.  15,  1915,  living  1957.  Issue: 

i.  Robert  Dawson  Ellis,  born  April  22,  1943,  living  1957  in  Los  Angeles, 
Calif. 

3.  Arthur  Dawson,  born  Dec.  31,  1837,  served  in  Confederate  Army,  Loudoun  County 
Cavalry,  in  Civil  War,  died  June  7,  1908,  unmarried,  bur.  Druid  Ridge  Cemetery, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

4.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson,  born  Apr.  26,  1839,  died  March  16,  1893,  mar.  March  31, 
1868,  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.,  parents  of  the  compiler,  of  whom  further.  SEE 
AYRES  MANUSCRIPT. 

5.  Malinda  Henrietta  Dawson,  born  in  1841  and  died  Nov.  10,  1911,  Baltimore,  Md., 
unmarried. 

6.  Daniel  Dawson,  died  in  infancy. 

7.  Roger  Temple  Dawson,  b.  at  “Spring  Dale”,  Loudoun  Co.,  Va.,  Aug.  1,  1845,  and 
died  Baltimore,  Md.,  May  6,  1911,  mar.  in  Leesburg,  Va.,  Nov.  9,  1870,  to  Martha 
Kepler  Chamblin,  b.  Leesburg,  Va.,  June  5,  1848,  d.  Baltimore,  Md.,  March  25,  1937, 
dau.  of  James  Heaton  Chamblin,  a  banker  of  Leesburg,  and  his  wife  Octavia  Kepler. 
Issue: 

A.  Ida  Clayton  Dawson  b.  Aug.  19,  1871,  in  Leesburg,  Va.,  mar.  Feb.  24,  1906,  Rob¬ 
ert  Edmund  Carvel  Lowe  died  Feb.  2,  1959,  buried  Druid  Ridge  Cemetery,  Balti¬ 
more,  Md.  Ida  Clayton  (Dawson)  Lowe  died  April  15,  i960,  buried  Druid  Ridge 
Cemetery,  Baltimore,  Md.  Mr.  Lowe  was  descended  from  the  famous  Lowe 
Family  of  Kent  Island.  No  Issue. 

B.  Sarah  Bayne  Dawson  b.  Jan.  22,  1873,  in  Leesburg,  Va.,  d.  Baltimore,  Md.  Nov.  9, 
1940,  mar.  Jan.  22,  1902  William  Lusk  Campbell.  No  Issue. 

C.  Florence  Dawson  b.  July  12,  1876,  Baltimore,  Md.,  attended  Goucher  Female 
College  in  Baltimore,  died  there  in  1942,  mar.  June  2,  1904,  Richard  Hayward 
Trippe.  Issue: 

a.  Temple  Dawson  b.  East  Orange,  N.  J.,  March  3,  1918,  graduated  from  Mercers- 
burg,  Pa.,  Academy  and  left  the  University  of  Virginia  in  Feb.  1941,  to  enlist 
in  the  Royal  Canadian  Air  Force.  He  was  a  Flying  Officer  R.  C.  A.  F.  attached 
to  405  Squadron  R.  A.  F.  He  took  part  in  raids  over  Essen,  Berlin,  Hamburg, 
Cologne,  Frisian  Islands,  Kiel  and  St.  Nazaire.  He  had  completed  his  tour  of 
operations  (30  trips)  but  did  not  take  his  leave  from  active  duty  to  train  new 
flyers,  applying  and  receiving  an  assignment  as  Pathfinder  in  a  fast  ship 
manned  by  picked  men  that  preceded  bombers,  flying  low  and  dropping 
flares  on  selected  objectives.  He  was  reported  missing  on  a  raid  over  Hannover, 
Germany,  on  Sept.  27,  1943,  and  nothing  has  ever  been  learned  of  the  fate  of 
the  plane  and  its  crew.  He  never  married. 

D.  Roger  Temple  Dawson,  Jr.,  b.  Baltimore,  Md.  Aug.  16,  1878,  died  there  June  9, 
1881. 

E.  Arthur  Maurice  Dawson,  born  Baltimore,  Md.  Sept.  4,  1880  and  living  i960  in 
that  city,  unmarried.  Was  a  prominent  business  man  of  Baltimore. 

F.  Edward  Rowland  Dawson,  b.  Baltimore,  Md.  Sept.  7,  1886,  living  unmarried 
1960  in  that  city.  In  World  War  I  he  belonged  to  the  Fifth  Regiment,  Baltimore, 
but  being  past  the  age  for  active  service,  he  served  in  secret  with  Thomas  A.  Edi¬ 
son,  the  great  inventor,  on  a  sounding  machine  to  detect  submarines  and  then 
shipped  with  him  for  this  purpose.  Afterwards,  possessing  a  beautiful  voice,  hav¬ 
ing  studied  under  the  great  voice  teacher,  Luckstone,  of  New  York  City,  he  was 
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sent  overseas  to  entertain  the  Troops  and  to  teach  the  boys  the  war  songs.  In 
World  War  II  he  was  a  Draftsman  for  the  Julien  P.  Freiz  &  Sons  Division  of  Ben- 
dix  Aviation,  near  Towson,  Md.,  and  was  also  enrolled  in  Civilian  Defense  ranks. 

GENERATION  V. 

Elizabeth  (“Lizzie”)  Hack  Dawson,  the  daughter  of  Captain  Samuel  Dawson  and  Sarah 
Anne  (Bayne)  Dawson,  his  2nd  wife,  was  born  April  26,  1839,  at  “Spring  Dale”  her  father’s 
home  in  Loudoun  County,  Virginia. 

She  was  renowned  for  her  beauty  and  gracious  manner.  Had  been  educated  under  Prof. 
Walter  Y.  Page  in  a  little  brick  school  house  on  the  lawn  of  “Spring  Dale”  with  her  brothers 
and  sister,  then  graduated  at  the  famous  and  select  French  School  of  Madame  Burr  at  George¬ 
town,  which  was  a  part  of  the  old  Georgetown  University.  She  majored  in  French  and  Astron¬ 
omy.  Her  music  was  an  added  accomplishment. 

At  this  beautiful  estate,  “Spring  Dale”,  she  was  married,  on  March  31st,  1868,  to  Rich¬ 
ard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.,  of  Pungoteague,  Accomack  Co.,  Virginia,  the  ceremony  being  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Rev.  E.  T.  Perkins,  Rector  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  at  Leesburg, 
Virginia,  according  to  the  Marriage  License  on  record  in  the  Clerk’s  Office  there,  a  certified 
copy  of  which  is  given  in  the  Ayres  report.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

DESCENT  FROM  NICHOLAS  DAWSON  OF  PRINCE  GEORGES  COUNTY, 

MARYLAND. 

SIX  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Nicholas  Dawson  married  Mary  Doyne.  See  Doyne  Manuscript. 

II.  John  Dawson  married  Martha  Ann  Marbury.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 

III.  Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

IV.  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

V.  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  married  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

VI.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 
script. 
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MARBURY  FAMILY 
(Marburie,  Maberry,  Merbury) 


Available  evidence  points  to  the  Marburys  of  Prince  George’s  Co.,  Maryland,  being  de¬ 
scended  from  the  Marburys  of  Bedfordshire,  England,  a  branch  of  the  Marburys  of  North¬ 
amptonshire,  England.  The  Arms  as  used  by  the  family  and  found  in  MacKenzie’s  Colonial 
Families  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Vol.  II,  page  488;  Burke’s  Encyclopaedia  of  Her¬ 
aldry;  and  George  Ormerod’s  History  of  Cheshire ,  Vol.  I,  (pub.  1882),  page  636,  in  which 
publication  the  family  dates  from  King  John  [1199-1216];  are  “Sable,  a  cross  engrailed  ar¬ 
gent  between  four  piles  of  the  second.”  Crest:  —  “On  a  chapeau  gules  turned  up  argent  and 
sem£e  of  plates,  a  Saracen’s  head  in  profile,  couped  proper,  crined  and  bearded  sable,  round 
the  temples  a  wreath  gules.” 

The  following  summary  of  the  Marbury  family  and  those  connecting  with  it  (Quarells 
—  Cave  —  Isham  —  Throckmorton  —  and  Vaux)  was  taken  from  these  references: 

British  Family  Antiquity  by  Wm.  Playfair,  Esq.,  Vol.  6,  part  1,  pp.  229-231,  293-298. 

History  and  Antiquities  of  Northamptonshire,  John  Bridges,  (Pub.  1791),  Vol.  1,  pp. 

578-580. 

The  Visitation  of  the  Co.  of  Leicester,  1619,  pp.  125-128  &  133. 

Marriage  Licenses  issued  by  Bishop  of  London,  1611-1828,  Vol.  II,  pp.  60,  226. 

Chambers’  Biographical  Dictionary. 

Genealogica  Bedfordiensis  1 5 38-1 7 00,  by  F.  A.  Blaydes  (1890),  pp.  306-309. 

GENERATION  I. 

Thomas  Marbury  of  Houghton-Conquest,  and  Old  Warden,  County  Bedford  (adjoining 
Huntingtonshire),  Esquire;  descended  from  a  branch  of  the  Marburys  of  Northamptonshire. 
He  was  “Sergiant  of  ye  Queen’s  Pantry.”  In  1562,  he  and  his  son  John  Marbury,  leased 
“Bromedose”  in  Old  Warden,  Bedfordshire  for  80  years.  Their  descendants  gave  a  quit  claim 
to  the  property  in  1631.  In  his  will,  dated  13  Dec.,  1587,  he  asked  to  be  buried  in  the  parish 
church  of  Ampthill,  but  he  was  buried  at  Old  Warden,  Bedfordshire,  according  to  the  par¬ 
ish  register  there,  July  15,  1590;  and  his  widow  was  buried  there  Apr.  23,  1592.  He  married 
Elizabeth . mentioned  in  his  will.  His  son,  John,  was  executor  of  his  will,  and  ad¬ 

ministered  the  estate.  Issue:  John,  born  abt.  1540,  of  whom  further;  Edward,  mar.  Oct.  12, 
1579,  Shakbridge  Kinge;  and  Anne  Marbury  mar . Conquest,  and  had  a  daugh¬ 

ter,  Elizabeth  Conquest,  mentioned  in  her  grandfather’s  will  dated  1587. 

GENERATION  II. 

John  Marbury,  of  Old  Warden,  Bedfordshire,  Esq.,  of  record  in  1562  when  he  leased 
land  with  his  father.  He  was  married  three  times:  first  to  a  wife  whose  name  is  not  yet  known 
to  us,  who  died  in  1578;  secondly,  on  Apr.  23,  1579,  to  Ann  Summerland,  who  was  the  mother 

of  most  of  his  15  children.  He  married,  thirdly,  Dorothy . .  who  survived  him  and 

was  buried  at  Old  Warden,  Oct.  22,  1623.  By  his  first  wife,  he  had  three  children:  (1)  Thomas, 
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baptized  Jan.  20,  1576,  at  Old  Warden,  of  whom  further;  (2)  John,  bapt.  Nov.  15,  1577,  at 
Old  Warden,  bur.  there  Nov.  16,  1 577;  and  (3)  John,  baptized  Nov.  23,  1578  at  Old  Warden 

By  his  2nd  wife,  John  Marbury  had  issue:  (4)  Ann,  bapt.  Oct.  18,  1579,  died  young; 
(5)  Lewis,  bapt.  Oct.  30,  1580,  later  of  Clifford’s  Inn,  London,  mar.  Persis  Haydock,  wid. 
of  Robert  Knight  of  London.  Lewis  was  bur.  May  4,  1633  and  his  wife  was  bur.  Nov.  13, 
1646;  (6)  Edward  Marbury,  bapt.  Sept.  24,  1581  at  Old  Warden,  Bedfordshire,  became  rector 
of  churches  of  St.  James,  Garlickhithe,  London,  and  of  St.  Peter’s,  Paul’s  Wharf,  London, 
licensed  on  Nov.  10,  1617  to  marry  Margaret  Cave,  dau.  of  Henry  Cave  of  Ingarsby,  Leices¬ 
tershire,  whose  sister  mar.  his  eldest  brother,  Thomas  Marbury;  (7)  Dorothy,  bapt.  Jan.  3, 
1582;  (8)  Elizabeth,  bapt.  Dec.  22,  1583;  (9)  Robert,  bapt.  Apr.  1,  1585;  (10)  Richard,  bapt. 
July  10,  1586;  (11)  Henry,  bapt.  Sept.  6,  1588,  removed  to  London  and  mar.  there,  Feb.  25, 
1616,  Agnes  Pininge  at  Church  of  St.  Mary  Aldermanbury.  Of  the  four  remaining  children, 
they  may  have  been  in  whole,  or  in  part,  by  the  third  wife,  Dorothy;  (12)  Ann,  bapt.  Nov.  15, 
1590;  (13)  Grissell,  bapt.  Apr.  25,  1593;  (14)  Martha,  bapt.  Oct.  10,  1591;  and  (15)  Magdelene, 
bapt.  Jan.  21,  1597. 

GENERATION  III. 

Thomas  Marbury,  of  Old  Warden,  Bedfordshire,  Gent.;  eldest  of  all  the  children,  by 
his  father’s  first  wife,  was  baptized  at  Old  Warden,  Jan.  20,  1576,  removed  to  London  and 
entered  Gray’s  Inn  as  a  student  of  law,  21  May,  1595.  He  mar.  abt.  1600,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of 
Henry  Cave  of  Ingarsby,  Leicestershire,  by  his  wife  Elizabeth  Isham  (whose  other  dau., 
Margaret  Cave,  mar.  this  Thomas  Marbury’s  younger  brother,  Edward  Marbury).  SEE 
CAVE  AND  ISHAM  MANUSCRIPTS. 

In  1609,  the  manors  or  lands  of  Walford  and  Harwood  were  acquired  by  this  Thomas 
Marbury  and  one  Richard  Cartwright,  who  later  conveyed  them  to  Lord  Ellesmere.  Thomas 
Marbury  and  the  said  Richard  Cartwright  were  also  granted,  in  1617,  lands  etc.,  of  Houghton 
Regis  in  Bedfordshire,  which  lands  later  passed  to  Thomas  Lord  Brockley,  a  connection  of 
Cartwright’s  wife.  They  also  possessed  the  following  estates: 

On  June  10,  1606,  the  Crown  granted  to  Thomas  Marbury  and  Richard  Cartwright,  the 
fee-farm  of  the  manors  of  Wollaston,  co.  Northampton,  and  Chellaston,  co.  Derby.  Inden¬ 
ture  Warrant  Book,  page  60.  State  Papers,  Domestic,  James  I,  Vol.  XXII.  This  does  not  mean 
that  the  grantees  resided  on  these  lands;  they  held  lease  of  them  so  they  could  rent  to  others. 

On  July  20,  1609,  the  Crown  issued  a  “grant  to  Thomas  Marbury  and  Richard  Cart¬ 
wright  and  their  heirs,  in  fee  simple,  of  the  manor  of  Watford,  co.  Hertford”.  Docquet  State 
Papers,  Domestic,  James  I,  Vol.  XLVII.  This  manor,  in  part,  belongs  to  the  estate  of  J.  P. 
Morgan  of  New  York.  He  resided  in  a  house  there  when  in  or  near  London. 

Thomas  Marbury  and  wife  Elizabeth  Cave  had  sixteen  children;  two,  at  least,  of  their 
sons  became  of  record  in  London.  Issue:  (1)  Thomas  Marbury,  bapt.  Sept.  26,  1602;  (2) 
Magdeline,  bapt.  Jan.  15,  i6o3[-4];  (3)  Eusebius,  bapt.  May  17,  1605,  recorded  as  “Gentle¬ 
man”,  of  St.  James,  Garlickhithe,  London,  licensed  to  marry  at  London  Apr.  25,  1636,  Frances 
Quarells  of  Cotford,  Kent,  of  whom  further.  (The  Christian  name  of  “Eusebius”  entered 
the  Marbury  family  here  for  the  first  time,  from  the  Caves.  Thomas  Marbury’s  mother’s 
brother  was  Eusebius  Cave,  her  uncle  was  Sir  Eusebius  Isham,  and  her  great-grandfather  was 
Eusebius  Isham).  (4)  Edward  Marbury,  bapt.  Oct.  16,  1609,  gentleman  at  St.  Ives,  Huntingdon 
(near  Old  Warden,  Bedfordshire),  came  to  London  and  on  Feb.  25,  1632-3,  was  there  licensed 
to  marry  Catherine,  daughter  of  Robert  Audley;  (5)  Elizabeth,  bapt.  Oct.  15,  1607,  bur.  Dec. 
15,  1607;  (6)  Judith,  bapt.  May  2,  1609;  (7)  Steward,  bapt.  Sept.  24,  1610;  (8)  Anne,  bapt.  Dec. 
19,  1611;  (9)  Charles,  bapt.  April  29,  1613;  (10)  Dorothy,  bapt.  Aug.  30,  1614;  (11)  Robert, 
bapt.  Dec.  14,  1615,  bur.  May  1,  1621;  (12)  Mary,  bapt.  Mar.  4,  1616;  (13)  Barbara,  bapt. 
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Aug.  27,  1618;  (14)  Margaret,  bapt.  Dec.  2,  1619;  (15)  Henry,  bapt.  Feb.  1,  1620,  bur.  Oct.  9, 
1627;  (16)  “M’nis”  Elizabeth,  bapt.  July  12,  1627,  buried  October  9,  1627. 

GENERATION  IV. 

Eusebius  Marbury,  bapt.  May  17,  1605;  recorded  as  “Gent.”,  of  St.  James,  Garlickhithe, 
London,  licensed  to  marry  Apr.  25,  1636,  when  he  gave  his  age  as  30,  Frances  Quarells,  of 
(Deptford)  Detford,  Kent,  aged  17  at  date  of  marriage  license  25  Apr.,  1636,  hence  born  circa 
1619.  She  was  the  dau.  of  Francis  Quarles  (Quarells)  and  his  wife  Urseley  (Woodgate)  Quarles 
(dau.  of  John  Woodgate)  who  were  licensed  to  marry  May  26,  1618.  SEE  QUARLES  MAN¬ 
USCRIPT. 

[Marriage  Licenses— issued  by  Bishop  of  London  1611-1828,  Vol.  II,  p.  226]: 

“April  25,  1636— Eusebey  Marburie,  Gent.,  of  St.  James,  Garlick  Hithe,  Bach¬ 
elor,  30,  &  Frances  Quarells,  of  Cotford,  Kent,  Spinster,  17;  consent  of  her  father 
[Francis]  Quarrells,  of  same,  Gent.,  attested  by  Charles  Marburie,  of  Deptford, 
Kent,  Gent.;  at  St.  Peter’s,  Paul’s  Wharf,  or  St.  James,  Clerkenwell.” 

Marriage  License  of  Edward  Marbury,  brother  of  Eusebius: 

[London  Marriage  Licenses  152 1-1869,  edited  by  Joseph  Foster  from  Col.  Chester’s 
excerpts,  page  884]: 

“Edward  Marbury,  gent.,  of  St.  Ives,  Huntingdon,  gent.,  bachelor,  25,  and 
Catherine  Audley,  of  same,  spinster,  22  or  23,  daughter  of  Robert  Audley  of  same, 
esq.,  who  consents,  as  attested  by  Francis  Dorington,  of  same,  gent.,  [to  be  married] 
at  St.  Bride,  25  Feb.  1632/3.” 

Marriage  License  of  Edward  Marbury,  Clerk  [Cleric],  uncle  of  Eusebius,  brother 
of  Thomas: 

[London  Marriage  Licenses  1521-1869,  edited  by  Joseph  Foster  from  Col.  Chester’s 
excerpts,  page  884]: 

“Edward  Marbury,  Clerk,  [Cleric],  parson  of  St.  James,  Garlick  Hithe,  bach¬ 
elor,  about  32,  and  Margaret  Cave,  now  of  the  same  parish,  spinster,  about  20, 
daughter  of  Henry  Cave,  late  of  Ingarsby,  county  Leicester,  esq.,  deceased,  consent 
of  her  mother,  Elizabeth  Cave,  widow,  attested  by  Lewis  Marbury,  of  Clifford’s 
Inn,  [London],  gent.— [to  be  married]  at  St.  James,  aforesaid.  10  Nov.  1617.” 

Now  this  parson  Edward  Marbury  also  became  rector  of  the  church  of  St. 
Peter,  Paul’s  Wharf,  London,  and  is  the  “Mr.  Marbrow”  who  signed  the  parish 
register  of  this  church  in  1639  as  being  then  its  rector. 

GENERATION  V. 

Francis  Marbury,  named  for  his  maternal  grandfather,  Francis  Quarles,  was  born  circa 
1661-1663,  according  to  his  own  depositions  given  below.  He  was  the  son  of  Eusebius  Mar¬ 
bury  and  his  wife  Frances  (Quarells)  Marbury,  emigrated  to  America,  and  lived  in  Prince 
George’s  Co.,  Maryland.  He  mar.  (1)  Mary  Green,  who  died  Sept.  11,  1713,  dau.  of  Leonard 
Green  of  Charles  Co.,  Md.,  and  granddaughter  of  Gov.  Thomas  Green.  He  mar.  (2)  Sept. 
14,  1714,  Frances  Heard,  as  recorded  in  the  records  of  St.  John’s  Parish,  Piscataway,  Prince 
George’s  Co.,  Md.,  who  was  the  mother  of  Martha  Ann  Marbury,  born  Sept.  11,  1715,  died 
Jan.  28,  1795,  the  wife  of  John  Dawson,  b.  1706,  d.  1764,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Mary  (Doyne) 
Dawson.  SEE  DAWSON  MANUSCRIPT. 

Francis  Marbury  in  1709  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Prince  George’s  County,  Mary¬ 
land  called  “Mistake”,  which  was  left  in  his  will  to  his  daughter  Martha  Ann  (called  “Ann”), 
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who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  John  Dawson,  and  they  in  turn  sold  it  in  1737,  as  shown  in 
the  Dawson  Manuscript. 

[Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Maryland,  Patents  E.  E.  6,  folio  125]: 

“Feby.  15,  1709— Cert,  to  Francis  Marbury  8c  John  Middleton  for  227  acres 
called  ‘Mistake’. 

“By  virtue  of  the  remainder  of  a  warrant  for  500  acres  granted  James  Wallace 
10th  October  last  and  by  said  Wallace  assigned  unto  Francis  Marbury  of  Prince 
George’s  County,  also  the  remainder  of  a  warrant  for  one  hundred  acres  granted 
unto  John  Middleton  of  the  said  County  dated  the  10th  day  of  ffebruary  1709.  I 
have  surveyed  for  the  said  Marbury  8c  Middleton  all  that  tract  of  land  being  in  the 
County  aforesaid  called  ‘The  Mistake’,  beginning  at  a  bound  Gum  the  first  bound 
of  the  land  called  ‘Brother’s  Delight’  8c  second  bound  Tree  of  ‘Dollindes  Folly’  etc. 

“Clement  Hill” 

Sur.  Genl.  of  the  W.  Shore.” 

Francis  Marbury  in  his  will  dated  Jan.  1,  1734,  pvd.  Jan.  22,  1734-5,  herewith  given, 
gives  a  list  of  his  children,  the  eldest  of  the  sons  being  named  “Eusebius”,  a  name  which 
figured  prominently  in  the  Marbury,  Cave  and  Isham  families. 

[Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md.  R.  T.  Semmes  Collection  Book 
Ba-Be.  Prince  George  Co.,  Md.  Deed  Book  No.  M,  Begun  1J26,  fol.  25,  etc.  at  Marl¬ 
boro,  Md.]: 

“Mr.  Francis  Marbury  gave  his  age  as  65  years  and  deposed  that  about  20  years 
ago  he  laid  out  at  the  request  of  Hilliary  Ball  and  Francis  Clarboe  [Clarvae  ?]  a 
tract  of  land  called  ‘Brother’s  Delight’,  June  15,  1726.  Property  is  next  to  ‘Wheeler’s 
Hope’.” 

[Maryland  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  30,  (1935),  page  237]: 

“Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Maryland,  Chancery  Proceedings,  Liber  P.  C.  i6ji- 
iyi2,  folio  870  et  seq.: 

“March  ye  last,  1713;  Being  at  a  bounded  Hiccory  standing  on  a  point  on  Poto- 
mack  River  side  over  against  a  small  Island  in  the  mouth  of  a  small  Creek  formerly 
called  Akakeeth  creek  now  knowne  by  the  name  of  Joos  Creek  came  Mr  Francis 
Malbury  [Marbury]  aged  fifty  years  or  thereabouts  and  made  oath  on  the  holy 
Evangelist  that  about  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  agoe  he  went  downe  to  Mr 
Randolph  Hynson  in  order  to  buy  or  purchase  his  land  in  Akakeek  and  telling 
him  that  he  had  found  a  bounded  oake  which  the  said  deponent  supposed  to  be 
his  last  bounder  upon  the  River  Side,  his  answer  was  noe,  etc.  etc.” 

Marriage  found  by  Deed— in  which  the  wives  are  mentioned. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  LaPlata,  Charles  County,  Maryland]: 

“  1703— ‘Green’s  Inheritance’— on  Port  Tobacco  Main  Branch  Indenture  be¬ 
tween  Robert  Green  of  Charles  County,  providence  of  Maryland,  and  Mary  his 
wife  of  the  one  part  and  Robert  Combe— formerly  surveyed  and  patented  by 
Leonard,  Robert  and  Francis  Green  containing  2400  acres,  and  the  one  third  being 
800.  Leonard  Green  by  his  last  will  and  testament  did  bequeath  to  his  four  chil¬ 
dren  viz:— Thomas  Green;  Winifred  Green;  Mary  Green  and  Margaret  Green,  to 
each  200  acres,  being  divided  into  four  parts  and  numbered  ‘1’— ‘2’— ‘3’— ‘4’. 
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“The  lot  number  ‘3’  did  belong  to  Mary  Green  now  the  wife  of  Francis  Mar- 
bury  and  it  begins  at  a  bounded  Red  Oak;  the  2nd  Tree  of  number  ‘2’  and  runs 
East  287  perches. 

Robert  X  Green  (SEAL) 
Mary  X  Green  (SEAL)” 

[Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  Vol.  28  (1920),  page  334]: 

“Virginia  Quit  Rent  Rolls,  1704. 

Prince  George  County. 

[Prince  George  at  this  time  included,  in  addition  to  the  present  county,  the  ter¬ 
ritory  now  comprised  in  the  counties  of  Dinwiddie,  Amelia,  Prince  Edward  and 
Nottoway.  It  is  singular  that  this  roll  does  not  appear  to  include  Brandon.  The 
4600  acres,  belonging  to  ‘the  merchants  in  London’,  could  not  have  included  all  of 
Coggins  Point  and  Martins  Brandon.  Nathaniel  Harrison  bought  them  from  the 
English  owners  and  when  he  made  his  will  in  1726,  it  was  stated  that  the  former  con¬ 
tained  1973  acres  and  the  latter  about  7000.] 

“A  Rent  Roll  of  all  the  Lands  held  in  the  County  of  Prince  George  for  the 
year  1704: 

“ffrancis  Maberry  [Marbury]  .  347  Acres.” 

[Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md.  Records  of  St.  John’s  Parish,  Piscata- 
way.  Prince  George’s  County,  Md.,  page  302.] 

“Francis  Marbury  8c  Frances  Heard  of  this  Parish  weare  Joyned  in  Holy 
Matrimony  by  Revd.  John  Fraiser  the  14th  Sept.  1714. 

“Marthay  [Martha]  Marbury  Daughter  to  the  Francis  Marbury  8c  Frances  his 
wife  was  born  the  11th  September  1715.” 

“THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  taken  from  Page  302 
of  the  Records  of  St.  John’s  Parish,  Piscataway,  Prince  George’s  County,  Maryland, 
in  possession  of  the  Maryland  Historical  Society. 

“Robert  F.  Hayes,  Jr.” 

“City  of  Baltimore, 

State  of  Maryland. 

“Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  December,  1926. 

(SEAL)  “Sophie  J.  Peckett” 

Notary  Public. 

“My  commission  expires 
May  5th,  1927.” 

[Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md.  Bundle  105,  Carey  Papers ]: 

“Francis  Marbury— March  8,  1726.  Justice  of  Peace  and  Sheriff,  Prince  George 
County,  Maryland.” 

WILL  OF  FRANCIS  MARBURY. 

[Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Md.  Will  Book  No.  21—  T.  &  D.  1734-38,  folio  309]: 

Will  of  Francis  Marbury,  dated  Jan.  1,  1734,  1st  Codicil  dated  Jan.  5,  1734,  2nd 
Codicil  dated  Jan.  6,  1734,  will  proved  Jan.  22,  1734-5. 

“In  the  name  of  God  Amen  this  first  Day  of  January  One  Thousand  Seven 
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Hundred  thirty  8c  four  I  Francis  Marbury  of  Pr:  Geo:  Cob:  being  weak  in  Body  but 
of  perfect  mind  and  memory  thanks  be  given  unto  God  for  the  same,  do  make 
and  ordain  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

“I  give  and  Recommend  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  Almighty  God  and  my  body 
I  recommend  to  the  Earth  to  be  Decently  buried  at  the  discretion  of  my  Executors 
hereafter  named,  and  as  touching  such  Worldly  Goods  wherewith  it  hath  pleased 
God  to  bless  me  with  I  give,  devise  and  dispose  of  the  same,  in  the  following 
manner. 

“Imprimis:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Leonard  Marbury  one  Negro 
man  named  Tom. 

“Item:  I  give  unto  my  Daughter  Susanna  one  Negro  Girl  named  Kate. 

“Item:  I  give  unto  my  Daughter  Barbara  Frazer  one  Barrell  of  Indian  Corn. 

“Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  James  Young  fifty  acres  of  Land  being  pt  of 
a  Tract  of  Land  called  ‘Littleworth’  lying  next  to  the  said  James’s  Land  to  him  8c 
his  Heirs  forever. 

“Item:  I  give  unto  my  Daughter  Mary  all  that  Tract  of  Land  called  ‘School 
House’  and  the  lands  adjoining  to  it  below  my  Plantation. 

“Item:  I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  my  Daughter  Ann  all  that  Tract  of  Land 
called  ‘Mistake’. 

“Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Daughter  Elizabeth  Davison  8c  the  Heirs 
of  her  body  that  Dwelling  plantation  whereon  she  now  lives  being  pt  of  a  Tract  of 
Land  called  ‘Appledore’  pt  Ninety  Nine  Acres. 

“Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Luke  a  Copper  Kettle. 

“Item:  I  give  unto  my  daughter  Lucy  Hatton  Twenty  Shillings  to  buy  her  a 
Ring. 

“Item:  I  give  unto  my  daughter  Tabitha  Hoye  and  to  the  Heirs  of  her  body 
that  tract  of  land  called  ‘Tewksbury’  and  Sixty  five  Acres  out  of  ‘Applehill’  joining 
to  the  aforesaid  Land  called  ‘Tewksbury’,  and  further  my  will  and  intent  is  that  the 
Residue  of  my  Lands  be  equally  divrdcd  between  my  sons  Eusebius,  Leonard,  Eli, 
Luke  and  William,  to  them  and  their  Heirs  forever,  and  what  corn  and  Tobacco 
there  is  now  made  8c  what  shall  be  made  hereafter  be  used  for  maintaining  the 
Stock  and  my  family. 

“Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  aforesaid  sons  Eusebius,  Leonard,  Eli, 
Luke  and  William  the  remaining  part  of  my  negroes  to  be  equally  divided 
amongst  them,  and  also  my  will  is  what  Money  I  shall  or  now  may  have  in  England, 
the  same  to  be  applied  to  pay  my  Quit  Rents  and  for  no  other  use. 

“Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  aforesaid  sons  Eusebius,  Leonard,  Eli, 
Luke  and  William  all  my  stock  of  Cattle  to  be  equally  divided  between  them  ex¬ 
cepting  one  good  Milch  Cow  to  my  daughters  Mary,  Ann  and  Susannah,  and  also  to 
my  afscl  Daughters  each  of  them  a  good  horse. 

“Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Leonard  Four  Yards  of  Broad  Cloth. 

“Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  afsd  sons  Eusebius,  Eli,  Leonard,  Luke 
and  William  all  my  Beds  with  their  Bedding  to  be  divided  equally  amongst  them 
with  the  remainder  of  my  Horses  8c  Wares. 

“Item:  I  do  hereby  constitute,  make  and  ordain  my  two  Sons  Leonard  8c  Luke 
to  be  my  sole  Executors  of  this  my  will  and  Testament  and  I  do  utterly  Disallow, 
Revoke  8c  Disannul  all  and  every  other  former  Wills  8c  Legacies  and  bequests  and 
executors  by  me  in  anywayes  before  named,  willed  8c  bequeathed  Ratifying  8c  Con¬ 
firming  this  and  no  other  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 
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“In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  8c  Seal  the  Day  8c  Year  above 
written. 

“Signed,  Sealed,  published  8c  declared  by  the  said  Francis  Marbury  as  his  last 
will  and  Testament  in  the  presence  of  us 

Memorandum  before  signing 

Thomas  Waller,  and  Sealing  of  this  will 

Francis  Hargis  the  interlining  of  the  3d, 

his  4th,  7th  lines  with  the 

John  O  Mories  [Morres]  15th  and  blotting  in  the 

mark  4th  was  made  before  Mr. 

Francis  Marbury  signed  this 
will. 

“Fra:  Marbury”  (SEAL) 

“To  which  Will  was  annexed  the  following  Codicils: 

“January  5th,  1734  Be  it  known  unto  all  Men  by  these  presents  that  whereas 
I  Francis  Marbury  of  Prince  Geo:  County  have  made  and  declared  my  Last  Will 
and  Testament  in  writing  bearing  Date  the  first  Day  of  this  instant  Anno  Dom 
1734,  I  the  said  Francis  Marbury  doth  declare  that  it  is  my  will  and  desire  that  my 
Son  Leonard  shall  enjoy  and  possess  all  the  Land  that  I  have  in  Akakeek  to  him 
and  his  Heirs  forever,  and  further  my  will  is  that  my  said  Son  Leonard  shall  Relin¬ 
quish  all  his  Right  Title  and  claim  to  all  of  my  other  Lands  or  any  part  of  them. 
Also  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Daughter  Barbara  Frazer  Nine  Barrels  of  Indian 
Corn. 

“Francis  Marbury”  (SEAL) 

“Signed,  and  delivered  in  the 
presence  of  us 
Francis  Hargis 
his 

John  O  Mories  [Morres] 
mark 

Thomas  Waller. 

“January  6th,  1734  — And  further  my  will  and  intent  is  that  I  do  hereby  au¬ 
thorize  and  impower  my  Son  in  Law  John  Davison  as  an  overseer  of  guardian  to  see 
everything  or  matters  contained  in  this  will  justly  executed  therein  as  Witness  my 
hand  and  Seal. 

“Francis  Marbury”  (SEAL) 
“Signed,  Sealed  8c  Delivered  in  the  presence  of  us 
his 

Ralph  R  Marlow 
mark 

Francis  Hargis.” 

Administration: 

“Pd.  Joseph  Hatton  legacy  left  by  deceased  in  right  of  his  wife,  daughter  of  the 
deceased. 

“Pd.  John  Dawson  in  right  of  his  wife,  daughter  of  the  deceased. 

“Pd.  Mathew  Smallwood  in  right  of  his  wife,  daughter  of  the  deceased,  being  a 
legacy  as  per  appraisement  £35  2s.  gd. 
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“IM.  James  I  loy,  in  right  of  his  wife,  daughter  of  the  deceased. 

“Pd.  Usebuous  [Eusebius]  Marbury,  legacy  left  by  deceased. 

“Pd.  William  Marbury,  a  legacy  by  deceased. 

“Pd.  Elennor  Marbury,  a  legacy  left  by  deceased. 

“Received  by  Leonard  Marbury,  Extr.  of  deceased. 

“Received  by  Luke  Marbury,  Extr.  of  deceased,  following  other  disbursements. 

“Total  Disbursements .  £482  —  17  —  1  ii/£ 

“Balance  117  —  11—91 

“Susanna  Marbury  the  only  child  under  age  to  receive. 

“Sworn  to  on  May  22,  1738  by  Leonard  and  Luke  Marbury.” 

GENERATION  VI. 

Martha  Ann  Marbury,  dau.  of  Francis  Marbury  and  his  wife  Frances  (Heard)  Marbury, 
was  born  11  Sept.  1715  [Ref:  Records  of  St.  John’s  Parish,  Piscataway,  Prince  George’s  Co., 
Md.,  p.  302]  and  died  January  28,  1795;  mar.  John  Dawson  of  Prince  George’s  Co.,  Md.,  b. 
1706,  died  1764.  SEE  DAWSON  MANUSCRIPT. 

DESCENT  FROM  THOMAS  MARBURY,  ESQ.,  OF  HOUGHTON-CONQUEST, 
AND  OLD  WARDEN,  COUNTY  BEDFORD,  ENGLAND. 

TEN  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.  married  Elizabeth . 

II.  John  Marbury  married  (1)  . 

III.  Thomas  Marbury,  Gent.,  married  Elizabeth  Cave.  See  Cave  Manuscript. 

IV.  Eusebius  Marbury  married  Frances  Quarells.  See  Quarles-Quarells  Manuscript. 

V.  Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

VI.  Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

VII.  Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

VIII.  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

IX.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

X.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Man¬ 
uscript. 


■ 
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QUARLES  (QUARRELLS  -  QUARELLS)  FAMILY. 

The  Quarles  family  was  of  great  antiquity  in  Northampton  County,  England,  and  the 
following  lineage  was  compiled  from  these  references: 

The  Visitation  of  Essex,  1612,  edited  by  Walter  C.  Metcalfe,  pub.  London  1878,  Part  I, 
pp.  271-273. 

Dictionary  of  National  Biography ,  Vol.  16,  pp.  535-539. 

Marriage  Licenses  issued  by  Bishop  of  London  1611-1828,  Vol.  II,  pp.  60,  226. 

Chambers’  Biographical  Dictionary. 

Burke’s  Family  Records  by  Ashworth  P.  Burke,  pub.  London  1897,  pp  23-24. 

GENERATION  I. 

William  Quarles  of  Ufford,  Co.  Northampton,  England  married  . 

. Issue:  Thomas  Quarles. 

GENERATION  II. 

Thomas  Quarles  of  Ufford,  Co.  Northampton,  England,  son  of  William  Quarles  mar¬ 
ried  .  Issue:  John  Quarles,  Gent. 

GENERATION  III. 

John  Quarles  of  Ufford,  Co.  Northampton,  England,  Gentleman,  temp.  Henry  V  [1413- 
1422],  son  of  Thomas  Quarles,  married  Amy  Plumstead.  Issue:  George  Quarles,  Esq. 

GENERATION  IV. 

George  Quarles  of  Ufford,  Co.  Northampton,  England,  esquire,  son  of  John  Quarles, 
Gent.,  and  his  wife  Amy  Plumstead,  was  Auditor  to  King  Henry  VIII  [1509-1547].  He  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret,  dau.  of  Thomas  Browne  of  Walcot,  Northamptonshire,  England.  Issue:  Fran¬ 
cis  Quarles. 

GENERATION  V. 

Francis  Quarles  of  Ufford,  Co.  Northampton,  England,  was  son  and  heir  of  George 
Quarles,  Esq.,  and  his  wife  Margaret  Browne.  He  was  buried  at  Ufford  Nov.  28,  1570.  He 
married  (1st)  Cyssley  (Cecilia)  Cruckhorne  (Crukherne)  and  left  issue  by  her  six  sons  and  one 

daughter.  He  married  (2nd)  Bridgett,  daughter  of .  Brampton  of  Suffolk.  She 

was  buried  at  Ufford  30  June  1591.  Issue:  James  Quarles,  Esq. 

GENERATION  VI. 

James  Quarles  of  Stewards,  Rumford,  in  Co.  Essex,  Esq.  was  the  son  of  Francis  Quarles 
and  his  (2nd)  wife  Bridgett  Brampton.  He  was  “Clarke  of  the  Green  Clothe  to  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth  [1558-1603],  and  Purveyor  of  the  Navy;  died  25  Sept.  1599,  buryed  in  Rumford  Church, 
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Essex.”  He  married  Joanne  (Joane),  daughter  and  heiress  to  Edward  (or  Eldred)  Dalton  of 
Moore  (Mores)  Place,  Hadham,  Herts,  Esq.  Joanne  died  in  1606,  and  was  buried  9  Oct.  1606 
at  Rumford,  Essex,  with  her  husband.  Issue:  Francis  Quarles,  Gent.  Poet. 

GENERATION  VII. 

Francis  Quarles,  Gent.  Poet,  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  third  son  of  James  Quarles  of  Stewards, 
Rumford,  Co.  Essex,  and  his  wife  Joanne  (Joane)  Dalton,  was  born  at  Stewards,  Rumford 
(Romford),  Essex,  May  8,  1592.  On  Feb.  1,  1639  he  was  appointed  Chronologer  to  the  City  of 
London,  which  post  he  filled  till  his  death.  His  two  older  brothers,  James  and  Robert,  lived 
at  Cambridge  when  their  mother  died.  Francis  became  a  member  of  Christ’s  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  graduated  B.A.  in  1608,  studied  law  at  Lincoln’s  Inn. 

[Chambers’  Biographical  Dictionary ]: 

‘‘Francis  Quarles  was  born  at  the  manor-house  of  Stewards  near  Romford,  8th 
of  May  1592.  He  studied  at  Christ’s  College,  Cambridge,  and  at  Lincoln’s  Inn,  and 
was  successively  cupbearer  to  the  Princess  Elizabeth  (1613),  secretary  to  Archbishop 
Ussher  (c.  1621)  and  Chronologer  to  the  City  of  London  (1639).  He  married  in  1618, 
a  wife  who  bore  him  eighteen  children  and  prefixed  a  touching  memoir  to  his  Sol¬ 
omon’s  Recantation  (1645).  Quarles  was  a  royalist  and  Churchman  who  suffered  in 
the  cause;  he  died  8th  of  September  1644.  He  wrote  abundantly  in  prose  and 
verse,  etc.” 

Francis  Quarles  died  Sept.  8,  1644,  and  was  buried  in  the  Church  of  St.  Olave,  Silver 
Street,  London.  He  married  at  St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  May  26,  1618  (age  26),  Ursely  (Ursula) 
Woodgatc  of  St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  born  about  1601,  daughter  of  John  Woodgate  of  St. 
Andrew’s,  Holborn. 

[Marriage  Licenses  —  issued  by  Bishop  of  London  1611-1828,  Vol.  II,  page  60]: 

“May  26,  1618  — Francis  Quarles,  Gent.,  of  Romford,  Essex,  Bachelor,  about 
26,  and  Ursely  Woodgate,  of  St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn,  Spinster,  17,  dau.  of  John 
Woodgate,  of  same,  Gent.,  who  consents,  at  St.  Andrew’s,  Holborn.” 

Francis  Quarles  and  his  wife  Ursely  (Ursula)  Woodgate  had  issue:  a  daughter,  Frances 
Quarells  (Quarles). 

GENERATION  VIII. 

Frances  Quarells  (Quarles)  of  Detford,  Kent,  daughter  of  Francis  Quarles,  Gent.  Poet, 
of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  and  his  wife  Ursely  (Ursula)  Woodgate,  was  born  circa  1619,  age  17  at  date 
of  Marriage  License  25  Apr.  1636;  mar.  Eusebius  Marbury,  bapt.  Old  Warden,  Bedfordshire, 
May  17,  1605;  recorded  as  “Gent.”  of  St.  James,  Garlickhithe,  London,  licensed  to  marry 
Apr.  25,  1636,  when  he  gave  his  age  as  30.  SEE  MARBURY  MANUSCRIPT. 

DESCENT  FROM  WILLIAM  QUARLES  OF  UFFORD,  CO.  NORTHAMPTON, 

ENGLAND. 

FOURTEEN  GENERATIONS. 

I.  William  Quarles  married . 

II.  Thomas  Quarles  married  . 

III.  John  Quarles,  Gent.,  married  Amy  Plumstead. 


V 
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IV.  George  Quarles,  Esq.,  married  Margaret  Browne. 

V.  Francis  Quarles  married  (2nd)  Bridgett  Brampton. 

VI.  James  Quarles,  Esq.,  married  Joanne  (Joane)  Dalton. 

VII.  Francis  Quarles,  Gent.  Poet,  married  Ursely  (Ursula)  Woodgate. 

VIII.  Frances  Quarells  (Quarles)  married  Eusebius  Marbury.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 

IX.  Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

X.  Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

XI.  Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

XII.  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

XIII.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

XIV.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 
script. 


' 
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THE  CAVE  FAMILY. 


This  ancient  family  is  well  known  from  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror  and  is  of 
record  in  the  following  references: 

British  Family  Antiquity  by  Wm.  Playfair,  Esq.,  Vol.  6,  part  1,  pp.  293-298. 

History  and  Antiquities  of  Northamptonshire,  John  Bridges,  (pub.  1791),  Vol.  I,pp.  578- 
580. 

The  Visitation  of  the  Co.  of  Leicester,  1619,  pp.  125-128  and  133. 

Genealogical  Memoirs  of  the  Chesters  of  Chicheley  by  Edmond  Chester  Waters  (pub. 
1878,  London),  Vol.  I,  pp.  73-81. 

A  Genealogical  and  Historical  Account  of  the  Throckmorton  Family  in  England  and 
the  United  States  with  some  brief  notes  on  some  of  the  Allied  Families  by  C.  W. 
Throckmorton,  1930,  pp.  11 1-1 12,  also  pp.  105-106. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  family  is  of  Norman  extraction,  as  the  first  ancestor 
on  record  possessed  the  lands  which  have  given  origin  to  the  name,  by  inheritance  from  his 
brother,  to  whom  they  were  granted  by  William  the  Conqueror.  This  first  grantee  was 
Wyamarus,  who,  by  the  gift  of  the  same  monarch,  in  1069,  as  a  mark  of  his  royal  favour,  and 
a  reward  for  his  services,  obtained  the  lordships  of  North  and  South  Cave,  Clyffe,  Stanton, 
Haslofhefe,  Newland,  Skally,  and  the  manor  of  Waldingfene  cum  membris,  in  Yorkshire,  all 
of  which  the  said  Wyamarus  conveyed  to  his  brother  Jordayne,  in  the  7th  year  of  King  Wil¬ 
liam  Rufus  (1094)  in  which  reign  Wyamarus  died  without  issue. 

Arms  of  ancient  Lords  of  Cave  —  “Azure  fretty  Argent.” 

GENERATION  I. 

Jordayne  (Jordain)  de  Cave,  heir  to  his  brother  Wyamarus  (Wymer),  and  from  whom  by 
gift  was  Lord  of  North  Cave,  South  Cave  and  other  lordships  in  Yorkshire  in  1094,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  custom  of  those  times  was  surnamed  Cave  from  his  lordship  of  Cave,  married 
.  Issue:  Bryan  de  Cave. 


GENERATION  II. 


Bryan  de  Cave,  son  of  Jordayne  (Jordain)  de  Cave,  married 
Issue:  Robert  de  Cave. 


GENERATION  III. 


Robert  de  Cave,  son  of  Bryan  de  Cave,  married 
Thomas  de  Metham.  Issue:  Thomas  de  Cave. 


,  a  daughter  of 


GENERATION  IV. 

Thomas  de  Cave,  only  son  and  heir  of  Robert  de  Cave  and  his  wife,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  de  Metham,  married  Joyce,  daughter  of  Sir  William  St.  Quintin,  Lord  of  Brayns- 
burton  in  Yorkshire,  Knt.  This  ancient  family  was  so  called  from  St.  Quintin,  in  France,  at 
which  place  it  was  settled  before  the  Norman  invasion.  Issue:  Geoffrey  de  Cave. 
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GENERATION  V. 

Geoffrey  de  Cave,  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  de  Cave  and  his  wife  Joyce  St.  Quintin,  mar¬ 
ried  Mabel,  dau.  of  Robert  Saltmarsh  of  a  Saxon  family  which  flourished  at  Saltmarsh,  near 
Howden,  in  Yorkshire.  Issue:  Peter  de  Cave. 

GENERATION  VI. 

Peter  de  Cave,  the  elder  son  of  Geoffrey  de  Cave  and  his  wife  Mabel  Saltmarsh,  mar¬ 
ried  . .  the  dau.  and  heiress  of  Sir  Thomas  Bromflete,  Knt.  Issue: 

Sir  Alexander  de  Cave. 

GENERATION  VII. 

Sir  Alexander  de  Cave,  Knt.,  Lord  of  South  Cave,  the  elder  son  and  heir  of  his  father 

Peter  and  his  wife .  Bromflete;  and  also  heir  to  his  uncle  Alexander,  married 

Matilda,  dau.  of  Peter  de  Mawley,  Lord  of  Mulgrave  (Petri  Maldacu’  Lo.  of  Lockington  in 
com’  Leic.).  Issue:  Peter  (Piers)  de  Cave. 

GENERATION  VIII. 

Peter  (Piers)  de  Cave,  only  son  of  Sir  Alexander  de  Cave  and  his  wife  Matilda  de  Maw¬ 
ley,  married  Anne  (Anna),  dau.  of  Sir  Simon  Ward(Warde),  Knt.  Issue:  Sir  Alexander  Cave. 

GENERATION  IX. 

Sir  Alexander  Cave,  Knt.,  only  son  of  Peter  de  Cave  and  his  wife  Anne  Ward,  married 
Alice  (Amhlicia),  dau.  of  Sir  Geoffrey  (Galfridi)  Hotham,  Knt.  Issue:  Sir  John  (Johannes) 
Cave. 

GENERATION  X. 

Sir  John  (Johannes)  Cave,  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Alexander  Cave  and  his  wife  Alice 
(Amfilicia)  Hotham,  married  Mary  (Maria),  dau.  and  coheiress  of  Peter  (Petri)  Genell  (Genill 

al’s  Gilliott)  of  Southcliffe  by  his  wife,  dau.  &  heiress  of . Cliffe  of  Southcliffe.  By 

his  marriage  Sir  John  Cave  considerably  augmented  his  ancient  patrimony.  Issue:  Sir  Alex¬ 
ander  Cave. 

GENERATION  XI. 

Sir  Alexander  Cave,  Knt.,  eldest  son  of  Sir  John  (Johannes)  Cave  and  his  wife  Mary 
Genell,  married  Catherine,  dau.  of  Roger  Somerville  of  Grindall.  Issue:  Peter  (Piers)  Cave. 

GENERATION  XII. 

Peter  (Piers)  Cave,  and  son  of  Sir  Alexander  Cave  and  his  wife  Catherine  Somerville, 
married  Anne  (Anna),  dau.  of  Ralph  Ingleby  (Radi  Ingolby).  Issue:  Peter  Cave. 

GENERATION  XIII. 

Peter  (Pierce)  Cave,  eldest  son  of  Peter  Cave  and  his  wife  Anne  (Anna)  Ingleby,  married 
Mary  (Maria)  (Margaret),  dau.  of .  Burdet  of  Rothwell  (Rowell)  in  Northamp¬ 

tonshire.  Issue:  Thomas  Cave,  Esq. 

GENERATION  XIV. 

Thomas  Cave,  Esq.,  of  Stanford,  only  son  of  Peter  Cave  and  his  wife  Mary  (Maria)  (Mar¬ 
garet)  Burdet,  died  Sept.  17,  1495.  He  married  Thomasine,  dau.  of . Passemere,  of 
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Essex,  of  a  familyof  note  in  the  country  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Henry  III  [1216-1272],  when  it 
settled  at,  the  manor  of  Passemers,  in  the  half  hundred  of  Harlow.  Issue:  Richard  Cave,  Esq. 

GENERATION  XV. 

Richard  Cave,  Esq.,  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Cave,  Esq.  and  his  wife  Thomasine  Passemere, 
was  High  Sheriff  of  Northamptonshire  in  22  Hen.  VIII  [1530].  He  bore  the  ancient  Arms  of 
the  Lords  of  Cave:  “Azure  fretty,  Argent’’.  Richard  Cave,  Esq.,  married  (1)  Elizabeth,  dau.  of 

. . .  Mawin  (Mervin),  of  Church  Lawfurd  in  Warwickshire,  Esq.  She  died  9  Aug. 

1493,  leaving  one  son,  Edward.  He  married  (2)  Margaret,  sister  of  William  and  John  Saxeby 
of  Northampton,  merchants  of  the  staple,  of  an  old  family  in  this  county.  Margaret  died  in 
March  1531-2,  leaving  issue  8  sons  and  5  daus. 

Richard  Cave,  Esq.,  died  2  Apr.  1538,  and  was  to  be  buried  in  the  Parish  Church  of 
Stanford. 


WILL  OF  RICHARD  CAVE,  ESQ.,  dated  13  June  1536,  proved  22  June  1538. 
[P.  C.  C.  18  Dingeley ]: 

Will  of  Richard  Cave,  Esq.,  of  Stanford,  co.  Northampton,  dated  13th  June  (28 

Henry  VIII)  [1536],  proved  22  June  1 538. 

“To  be  buried  in  the  parish  church  of  Stanford,  before  the  Rood  loft,  by  my 
wives  Elizabeth  and  Margaret  late  deceased. 

“I  confirm  all  previous  deeds  &c.  concerning  the  marriages  of  my  sons  and 
daughters. 

“To  my  dau.  Elizabeth  Wyrley  towards  the  marriage  of  her  children  £ 100 , 
whereof  I  have  paid  to  my  son  Wyrley  her  husband  £54. 

“To  my  dau.  Dorothy  Smyth  to  the  marriage  of  her  children  100  marks,  and 
to  my  daughter  Chauntrell  100  marks  to  the  marriage  of  her  children,  as  well  as 
those  now  married  as  unmarried. 

“To  my  dau.  Prudence  Croke  my  silver  salts,  and  also  40  marks  towards  the 
marriage  of  John  Croke. 

“To  my  dau.  Bridget  Tanfeld  40  marks  to  the  marriage  of  her  children. 

“To  my  sons  Sir  Ambrose  Cave  and  Dr.  Francis  Cave  100  marks  each. 

“To  my  son  Bryan  Cave  £100. 

“To  every  one  of  the  six  children  of  my  cousin  Thomas  Cave  5  marks. 

“To  Richard  son  of  my  son  Thomas  Cave  the  rents  of  my  farm  of  Swynford. 

“To  my  son  Anthony  Cave  certain  closes  &c.  in  Pulteney. 

“To  my  son  Thomas  Cave  all  my  household  stuff  in  Stanford. 

“To  my  son  Bryan  Cave  my  lease  that  I  have  of  the  Comaundrie  of  Bottesford 
and  Dingeley. 

“To  my  son  Richard  Cave  my  lease  of  a  pasture  called  ‘Blakden’,  and  my  inter¬ 
est  in  the  parsonage  of  Lylborne. 

“To  Thomas  Hardyman  40s.,  and  to  his  two  brothers  each  20s. 

“To  Katherine  Andrewes  and  her  sister  Margaret  Cave,  daus.  of  my  son  Edward, 
£6,  that  I  lent  their  mother  in  her  widowhood. 

“To  Richard  my  son  too  ewes  and  lambs. 

“To  my  brother  John  Saxby  £40  of  £50  which  he  owes  me,  to  the  marriage  of 
his  dau.  Clemence  my  goddaughter. 

“To  my  son  Anthony  Cave  £200,  which  he  oweth  me. 

“To  my  son  Richard  Cave  £100,  and  also  £200  more  to  the  marriage  of  his 
children. 
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“To  my  cousin  Thomas  Cave  what  he  oweth  me. 

“To  my  daughter  Dorothy  Smyth  £50,  which  her  husband  oweth  me. 

“To  my  godson  Laurence  Cave  son  of  my  cousin  John  Cave  5s.  4d.  per  an. 
which  the  said  John  his  father  should  pay  to  me  or  my  said  son  Thomas. 

“My  said  sons  Thomas,  Francis,  and  Bryan  Cave  to  be  my  executors  and  residu¬ 
ary  legatees. 

“Edward  Montague,  Sergeant-at-Law,  Sir  Ambrose  Cave  my  son  ‘Knight  of  the 
Roodes’,  my  sons-in-law  John  Croke  and  Robert  Chauntrell  to  be  overseers  of  my 
will.” 

Issue  of  Richard  Cave,  Esq.,  and  his  (and)  wife,  Margaret  Saxeby:  Bryan  (Brianus)  Cave. 

GENERATION  XVI. 

Bryan  (Brianus)  Cave  de  Ingarsby  in  com’  Leic.,  son  of  Richard  Cave,  Esq.  and  his  (2nd) 
wife  Margaret  Saxeby,  was  Sheriff  of  Leicestershire  and  Warwickshire  in  6th  of  King  Philip 
and  Queen  Mary  (circa  1559)  and  again  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  [1558-1603].  He  mar¬ 
ried  (1)  Margaret,  dau.  of  Sir  George  Throckmorton,  Knt.,  of  Cowton  (Coughton)  and  his 
wife  Katherine,  dau.  of  Nicholas,  First  Lord  Vaux  of  Harington.  SEE  THROCKMOR¬ 
TON  MANUSCRIPT.  He  married  (and)  Bridget,  dau.  of  Sir  William  Skipwith,  Kt.,  of 
Ormesby,  Co.  Lincoln,  one  of  the  Maids  of  Honour  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  She  died  26  Jan., 
1587-8,  without  children.  Margaret  Throckmorton,  his  first  wife,  was  the  mother  of  his  chil¬ 
dren. 

Bryan  (Brianus)  Cave  died  12  Sept.,  1592. 

WILL  OF  BRYAN  (BRIANUS)  CAVE,  dated  30  July,  1590,  pvd.  10  Nov.,  159a. 
[P.  C.  C.  86  Harrington ]: 

Will  of  Bryan  Cave  of  Ingarsbie  co.  Leicester  Esq.  of  “reasonable  good  helthe  of 
bodie  and  of  perfecte  minde  and  memorie”,  dated  30th  July,  1590,  proved  10th 
November,  1592. 

“To  be  buried  in  the  chancel  on  the  North  side  of  Hungerton  church. 

“To  the  poor  of  Hungerton  20s.  and  to  the  repairs  of  Hungerton  church,  20s. 
“To  my  son  and  heir  Henry  Cave  all  my  household  stuff  and  the  residue  of  my 
estate. 

“To  Brian  Cave,  the  eldest  son  of  my  son  Henry,  £20  and  sundry  pieces  of 
plate,  and  to  each  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  born  before  my  death  £20  each. 

“To  my  youngest  son  Francis  Cave  other  pieces  of  plate  8cc.  and  to  Brian  Cave 
his  son  £10,  and  to  each  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  born  before  my  death  £10. 

“To  Sir  Edward  Hastings  Kt.  and  his  wife  Lady  Barbara  £10  each. 

“To  my  dau.  Brown  and  her  children  £10  each. 

“To  my  godson  Brian  Vincent  20  marks. 

“My  son  Henry  Cave  and  my  nephews  John  Croke  and  Thomas  Cave  to  be  my 
executors,  and  I  give  to  the  said  John  Croke  and  Thomas  Cave  £5  each. 

“My  nephews  Thomas  Skeffington  and  William  Cave  of  Pickwell  to  be  over¬ 
seers  of  my  Will,  and  I  give  them  each  a  ring  worth  40s.” 

Issue  of  Bryan  (Brianus)  Cave  and  his  (1st)  wife,  Margaret  Throckmorton:  Henry  Cave, 

Esq. 
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GENERATION  XVII. 

Henry  Cave  of  Jugarsby  (Ingarsby),  co.  Leicestershire,  Esq.,  son  of  Bryan  (Brianus)  Cave 
and  his  (ist)  wife  Margaret  Throckmorton,  was  40  years  old  in  1592  when  he  succeeded  his 
father  at  Ingarsby. 

The  Arms  of  Cave  apparently  used  in  the  time  of  this  Henry  were: 

“Quarterly  1st  and  4th  Az.,  fretty  2nd  &  3rd  Az.,  a  chevron  between  three  escallops 
or. 

“Crest:  1st,  a  greyhound  courant,  sa.  to  which  on  an  escrole  proceeding  from  his 
mouth,  the  word  Gardez,  for  motto;  2nd,  a  stork  ppr.  beaked  and  membered  or.” 

Henry  Cave  died  before  1611.  He  married  Elizabeth  Isham,  dau.  of  Gregory  Isham,  Esq., 
of  Braunston  and  Pitchley,  in  Northamptonshire,  sister  of  Eusebius  Isham  and  granddaugh¬ 
ter  of  Euseby  Isham.  She  was  buried  Nov.  15,  1630,  Old  Warden,  Bedfordshire.  SEE  ISHAM 
MANUSCRIPT. 

WILL  OF  ELIZABETH  (ISHAM),  widow  of  Henry  Cave,  dated  28  Jan.  1626, 
proved  5  Dec.  1633. 

[P.  C.  C.  hi  Russell— Abstract]: 

Will  of  Elizabeth  Cave  of  Warden,  co.  Bedford,  Widow,  dated  28  January,  1626, 
proved  5  December,  1633. 

“To  be  buried  at  discretion  of  my  Exors. 

“I  give  my  son  Sir  Bryan  Cave  £30  8c  to  my  daur.  the  Lady  Cave  £10. 

“To  my  Grandchild  Elizabeth  St.  John  wife  unto  John  St.  John  £20. 

“To  Bryan  Cave  son  of  sd  Sir  Bryan  Cave  £20. 

“I  give  to  John  Cave,  George  Cave,  Erasmus  Cave,  Mary  Cave,  each  £30  when 
21  or  on  marriage. 

“Interest  of  the  £100  I  have  lent  to  my  son  [son-in-law]  Thomas  Marbury  upon 
the  Mortgage  of  certain  of  his  lands  made  to  my  son  Francis  Cave  8c  my  cousin  Rob¬ 
ert  Tanfeild,  shall  be  paid  to  my  daur.  Elizabeth  Marbury  for  life,  8c  after  her  death 
the  sd  £100  to  be  paid  to  such  of  her  children  as  I  shall  nominate  8c  in  default  of 
such  nomination  to  such  as  she  shall  nominate. 

“To  my  Grandchild  Euseby  [Eusebius]  Marbury  £10,  to  my  daur.  Anne  Cave 
£200,  my  daur.  Mary  Cave  £50  which  Mr.  Skipwith  paid  in  to  me. 

“I  give  to  my  son  Francis  [one  or  two  words  appear  to  be  left  out  here  in  the 
register]  part  of  £100  I  lent  to  Sir  Edward  Villers  Kt.  upon  bond. 

“I  give  to  my  son  [son-in-law]  Thomas  Marbury  £5. 

“To  poor  of  parish  where  I  am  buried  40s. 

“To  my  cousin  Robert  Tanfeild  £10. 

“Rest  of  my  Goods  8cc.  to  my  daur.  Mary  Cave  8c  Magdalen  (sic)  Marbury. 

“I  make  my  son  Francis  Cave  8c  my  cousin  Robert  Tanfeild  Exors. 

“I  give  nothing  to  my  daurs.  Margarett  8c  Barbara  because  I  have  in  my  lifetime 
given  to  each  £50. 

“Witness:  Thomas  Watson,  Thomas  Wood. 

“Memorandum  (fifty  pounds  part  of)  were  interlined  19  January  1629  in  presence  of 
W.  Smith,  John  Tibbes. 

“Proved  at  London  5  December  1633. 

“Exors.  named.” 

Issue  of  Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Isham:  Elizabeth  Cave. 
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GENERATION  XVIII. 

Elizabeth  Cave,  daughter  of  Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Isham,  was  mar¬ 
ried  about  1600  (called  “my  daur.  Elizabeth  Marbury”  in  the  will  of  her  mother,  dated  1626) 
to  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.,  born  Old  Warden  in  Bedfordshire,  Jan.  20,  1 576.  SEE  MARBURY 
MANUSCRIPT. 


DESCENT  FROM  JORDAYNE  (JORDAIN)  DE  CAVE,  LORD  OF  NORTH 
CAVE,  SOUTH  CAVE  AND  OTHER  LORDSHIPS  IN 

YORKSHIRE  1094. 

TWENTY-FIVE  GENERATIONS. 


I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 
V. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 
XV. 

XVI. 


XVII. 

XVIII. 

XIX. 

XX. 

XXL 

XXII. 

XXIII. 

XXIV. 

XXV. 


Jordayne  (Jordain)  de  Cave  married . 

Bryan  de  Cave  married  . 

Robert  de  Cave  married . ,  dan.  of  Thomas  de  Metham. 

Thomas  de  Cave  married  Joyce  St.  Quintin. 

Geoffrey  de  Cave  married  Mabel  Saltmarsh. 

Peter  de  Cave  married . .  dan.  of  Sir  Thomas  Bromflete,  Knt. 

Sir  Alexander  de  Cave  married  Matilda  de  Mawley. 

Peter  (Piers)  de  Cave  married  Anne  (Anna)  Ward  (Warde). 

Sir  Alexander  Cave  married  Alice  (Amfilicia)  Hotham. 

Sir  John  (Johannes)  Cave  married  Mary  (Maria)  Genell. 

Sir  Alexander  Cave,  Knt.,  married  Catherine  Somerville. 

Peter  (Piers)  Cave  married  Anne  (Anna)  Ingleby. 

Peter  (Pierce)  Cave  married  Mary  (Maria)  (Margaret)  Burdet. 

Thomas  Cave,  Esq.,  married  Thomasine  Passemere. 

Richard  Cave,  Esq.,  married  (2)  Margaret  Saxeby. 

Bryan  (Brianus)  Cave  married  (1)  Margaret  Throckmorton.  See  Throckmorton 
Manuscript. 

Henry  Cave.,  Esq.,  married  Elizabeth  Isham.  See  Isham  Manuscript. 

Elizabeth  Cave  married  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 
Eusebius  Marbury  married  Frances  Quarells.  See  Quarles-Quarells  Manuscript. 
Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 
Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 
Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard 
Manuscript. 
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THE  ISHAM  FAMILY. 

“Arms:  Gules,  three  piles  meeting  in  the  fess  point  and  a  fess  wavy  argent. 

“Crest:  A  demi-swan,  wings  endorsed  argent,  guttee  de  larmes.”  As  described 
in  Burke’s  General  Armory. 


The  following  lineage  was  compiled  from  these  references: 

British  Family  A?itiquity  by  William  Playfair  (181 1),  Vol.  6,  part  i,  pp.  229-231. 

Americana,  The  Amer.  Hist.  Soc.,  Vol.  36,  pp.  694-698,  (4th  quarter  of  1942). 

Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography ,  Vol.  18,  pp.  86-87,  and  Vol.  20,  p.  196. 

The  name  of  Isham  (sometimes  corrupted  to  Isom)  is  a  surname  of  locality  origin,  and 
was  adopted  from  the  manor  of  Isham,  in  Orlingbury  Hundred,  in  Northamptonshire,  and 
its  derivation  is  evidently  from  Ise  and  Ham,  or  the  town  upon  the  river  Ise,  on  which 
brook  it  is  situated.  At  the  Conquest,  this  manor  was  divided  into  Upper  and  Lower  Isham; 
the  one  half  belonging  to  Ramsey  Abbey,  and  the  other  moiety  to  Wido  de  Reinbued  Court, 
of  whom  it  was  held  by  Ralph  de  Isham.  Authentic  records  prove  that  this  family  has,  for 
many  ages,  been  seated  in  Northamptonshire;  their  descent  was  undoubtedly  Norman,  and 
their  first  settlement  here  must  have  taken  place  at  the  Norman  epocha.  The  Isham’s  manor 
was  certainly  held  by  kt.  service  and  paid  8s.  annually  to  the  guard  of  Rockingham  Castle. 

GENERATION  I. 

Azor,  or  Azo,  who  lived  when  William  the  Conqueror  made  his  general  survey;  was 
probably  the  person  who  is  recorded  to  have  been  the  father  of  Roger  de  Isham.  (This  has 
been  the  opinion  of  various  genealogists,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe,  either  that  Ralph  de 
Isham  was  the  immediate  progenitor,  or  perhaps  the  son  of  Azo  and  father  of  Roger).  He 
married . . . Issue:  Roger  de  Isham. 

GENERATION  II. 

Roger  de  Isham,  son  of  Azor,  or  Azo,  de  Isham,  was  one  of  the  first  benefactors  to  the 
priory  of  St.  Andrew  in  Northampton,  founded  by  Simon  de  St.  Liz,  in  the  18  yr.  of  the 
Conqueror  [1085]  to  which  he  gave  two  parts  of  the  tithe  of  all  his  demesnes  in  Isham.  He 
married . Issue:  Henry  de  Isham. 

GENERATION  III. 

Henry  de  Isham,  the  Domesday  tenant,  next  occurs  in  the  records  of  the  said  priory 
and  very  likely  Roger  was  father  of  this  Henry,  to  whom  are  attributed  two  sons,  Henry  and 
Thomas. 

GENERATION  IV. 

Thomas  de  Isham  was  described  in  the  ancient  manuscript  pedigrees  at  Lamport  as  the 
younger  son  of  Henry  de  Isham,  Lord  of  Isham  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III  [1216-1272].  He 
was  the  father  of  Robert. 
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GENERATION  V. 

Robert  de  Isham,  son  of  Thomas  de  Isham,  held  lands  in  Isham  in  1261.  His  son  was 
Henry. 

GENERATION  VI. 

Henry  de  Isham,  son  of  Robert  de  Isham,  was  living  in  1329,  in  which  year  he  was  im¬ 
pleaded  by  William,  son  of  John  le  Wylies.  He  was  father  of  Robert. 

GENERATION  VII. 

Robert  de  Isham,  son  of  Henry  de  Isham,  was  living  about  1375.  We  find  him  frequently 
mentioned  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  King  Edw.  III.  He  married  Julian 
.  Issue:  Robert  Isham. 

GENERATION  VIII. 

Robert  Isham  of  Pytchley,  son  of  Robert  de  Isham  and  his  wife  Julian  . . 

was  the  first  of  the  family  that  suppressed  the  “de”  before  his  name.  He  died  Mar.  13,  1424; 
the  inquisition  post  mortem  taken  May  14,  1425,  showed  he  held  for  life  the  manor  of 
Hamme  in  Buckinghamshire.  He  was  probably  Escheator  of  Northamptonshire  in  1391-92, 
and  was  granted  the  custody  of  the  manor  of  Cranford  in  Northamptonshire  by  the  King 
on  Nov.  22,  1403.  He  left  a  son  Robert. 

GENERATION  IX. 

Robert  Isham  of  Pytchley,  son  of  Robert  Isham,  was  22  years  of  age  at  his  father’s  de¬ 
cease  in  1424;  hence  born  about  1402,  died  about  the  14  K.  Edw.  IV  [1475].  He  like  his  father 
was  Escheator  for  Northamptonshire  in  1438-39.  He  was  an  attorney  of  the  King’s  (Edw.  IV) 
sister  Anne,  Duchess  of  Exeter,  in  1466  and  on  Mar.  9,  1466-67  had  a  grant  of  the  office  of 
Controller  of  the  Great  Custom  in  the  Port  of  London.  On  Aug.  18,  1473,  he  was  appointed 
a  commissioner  in  Northamptonshire.  Robert  Isham  married  Elizabeth,  dau.  and  coheiress 

of .  Aston,  of  Knoston,  alias  Nuston,  near  Irchester  in  Northamptonshire.  The 

marriage  is  found  in  old  pedigrees  at  Lamport;  and  the  descendants  of  Robert  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Isham  inherited  lands  in  that  hamlet.  Issue:  William  Isham. 

GENERATION  X. 

William  Isham  of  Pytchley,  eldest  son  of  Robert  Isham  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Aston, 
was  a  gentleman  in  Northamptonshire;  listed  as  nobility  and  gentry  of  that  county.  He  died 
June  13,  1510.  The  inquest  taken  at  Kettering  Oct.  2,  1510,  states  that  his  father,  Robert 
Isham,  whose  heir  he  was,  being  seized  of  messuages  and  lands  in  Pytchley,  Scaldwell,  Knus- 
ton,  Irchester,  Irthlingborough,  Barton  Segrave,  Thorp  Malsor,  Broughton  and  Kettering, 
had  enfeoffed  Robert,  Richard  and  John  Isham,  with  others  in  this  property  and  that  the 
feoffees,  at  the  instance  of  William  Isham,  had  granted  the  lands  in  Knuston  and  Irchester  by 
deed  May  11,1 485  to  Thomas  Isham  and  Ellen  his  wife. 

William  Isham  married  Elizabeth,  died  Sept.  20,  1478,  daughter  of  . 

. .  and  widow  of  Thomas  Braunspathof  Gloostonin  Leicestershire.  Issue:  Thomas 

Isham,  Esq. 

GENERATION  XI. 

Thomas  Isham  of  Pytchley  (Picheley),  Esq.,  son  of  William  Isham  and  his  wife  Eliza¬ 
beth  . ,  was  born  about  1456,  being  aged  22  years  and  more  at  his  mother’s  death; 

and  about  54  years  at  his  father’s  death  in  1510.  He  was  a  witness,  on  Jan.  2,  1492-93,  to  the 
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will  of  his  brother-in-law,  Henry  Vere  of  Addington.  Thomas  Isham  died  about  1547.  He 
married,  about  1485,  Eleanor  (Elena-Ellen),  dau.  of  Richard  Vere  of  Addington,  Esq.,  by 
Isabella  his  wife,  dau.  and  at  length  heiress  of  John  Green,  of  Drayton,  Esq.  SEE  VERE 
MANUSCRIPT.  Thomas  Isham,  Esq.,  and  his  wife  Eleanor  (Elena-Ellen)  Vere  had  issue: 
Euseby  Isham,  Esq. 

GENERATION  XII. 

Euseby  Isham,  Esq.,  of  Pytchley,  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Isham,  Esq.,  and  his  wife 
Eleanor  (Elena-Ellen)  Vere,  was  said  by  son  John’s  monument  to  have  had  20  children,  of 
whom  the  names  of  10  are  transmitted;  the  rest  dying  either  young  or  unmarried.  He  died 
in  1546  leaving  a  will  dated  Aug.  16,  1546,  proved  Dec.  1 1,  1546,  having  lived  at  Ringstead 
nearly  all  his  life. 

Euseby  Isham,  Esq.,  married  Anne,  eldest  dau.  of  Giles  Pulton  or  Poulton,  Esq.  of  Des- 
borough,  Northamptonshire,  by  Katherine,  his  wife,  dau.  of  Thomas  Lovett,  Sen.,  of  Ast- 
well,  Esq.  Issue:  Gregory  Isham,  Esq. 

GENERATION  XIII. 

Gregory  Isham,  Esq.,  of  Pytchley,  co.  Northampton  and  Braunston,  Northamptonshire, 
3rd  son  of  Euseby  Isham,  Esq.,  and  his  wife  Anne  Pulton  or  Poulton,  was  born  about  1520. 
He  was  an  eminent  merchant  of  London,  and  purchased  a  good  estate  at  Braunston,  North¬ 
amptonshire,  in  1554  and  elsewhere,  but  died  early  in  life.  Sept.  4,  1558,  aged  38,  buried  two 
days  later  at  Braunston.  His  will  was  dated  Sept.  3,  1558,  proved  Nov.  16,  1558,  by  his  4 
brothers  as  Executors. 

Gregory  Isham,  Esq.,  married  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Matthew  Dale,  of  Bristol.  She  mar.  (2) 
William  Rosewell  of  Ford  Abbey,  Solicitor-General  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  Gregory  Isham, 
Esq.,  and  Elizabeth  Dale  his  wife  had  issue:  Elizabeth  Isham. 

GENERATION  XIV. 

Elizabeth  Isham,  daughter  of  Gregory  Isham,  Esq.,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Dale,  was  the 
wife  of  Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  of  Ingarsby  in  co.  Leicester  in  1592.  Henry  Cave,  Esq.  was  aged  40 
in  1592  and  died  before  1611.  SEE  CAVE  MANUSCRIPT. 

WILL  OF  SIR  EUSEBY  ISHAM  of  Pitchley  county  Northampton,  proved  27  July 

1626.  [Brother  to  Elizabeth  Isham  who  married  Henry  Cave]. 

[Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  Vol.  28,  pp.  343,  344.  Hele,  100]: 

Will  of  Sir  Euseby  Isham,  proved  27  July,  1626. 

“A  note  of  such  debts  as  I  require  my  wife  to  pay. 

“To  my  brother  Tipping  £5. 

“To  my  cosin  William  Downall  42s. 

“To  Robert  Lade  of  Cransby  £10. 

“To  my  son  John  Isham  my  sorrel  mare. 

“To  Mr.  (sic)  Barbon  so  much  money  as  she  will  say  I  ought  to  pay  her. 

“To  Saxby  the  man  that  dwelled  in  my  grounds  £10.  4s.  od. 

“To  my  son  Euseby  Isham  ‘as  you  can’  £66.  13s.  4d. 

“To  my  sons  William  and  Thomas  I  refer  them  to  yourself. 

“To  the  servants  with  you  a  year’s  wages. 

“To  Richard  Berry  60s. 

“To  Steynes  for  a  horse  £4.  10s.  od. 

“To  my  man  Barber  if  he  go  away  40s. 
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“To  poor  of  Picheley  £5. 

“Small  debts  which  I  cannot  call  to  mind  I  pray  you  see  paid. 

“Witnesses:  Feargod  Barbon,  Ha.  Kinnesman. 

“Memorandum  that  I  Harold  Kymesman  of  Picheley  gent,  wished  by  Sir 
Euseby  Isham,  knight,  on  7th  June  last  to  write  the  particulars  specified  as  he  spoke 
it  which  I  did  in  his  presence.  He  desired  that  his  wife  should  see  legacies  paid 
.  .  .  his  sickness  being  such  and  he  so  short  taken  he  could  not  do  more  neither 
was  he  desirous  to  the  articles  on  Feargod  Barbon  subscribed  as  a  witness,  And  to 
this  I  will  depose  Sir  Euseby  said  he  could  not  live  long  and  his  wife  should  have  all. 
Anne  should  have  all. 

“27  July  1626  emat  com’  to  Lady  Ann  Isham,  relict  of  Sir  Euseby  Isham, 
Militis.  1st  January  1627  em’t  com’  to  Thomas  Isham  fil.  nat.  et  ltmo  etc.” 

Elizabeth  Isham,  wife  of  Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  was  buried  at  Old  Warden,  Nov.  15,  1630. 


DESCENT  FROM  AZOR,  OR  AZO,  ISHAM  OF  NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, 

ENGLAND. 


I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 
VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 
XV. 

XVI. 

XVII. 

XVIII. 

XIX. 

XX. 

XXL 

XXII. 


TWENTY-TWO  GENERATIONS. 

Azor,  or  Azo,  Isham  married . 

Roger  de  Isham  married . 

Henry  de  Isham  married  . 

Thomas  de  Isham  married . 

Robert  de  Isham  married . 

Henry  de  Isham  married . 

Robert  de  Isham  married  Julian . 

Robert  Isham  married . 

Robert  Isham  married  Elizabeth  Aston. 

William  Isham  married  Elizabeth . 

Thomas  Isham,  Esq.,  married  Eleanor  (Elena-Ellen)  Vere.  See  Vere  Manuscript. 
Euseby  Isham,  Esq.,  married  Anne  Pulton  (Poulton). 

Gregory  Isham,  Esq.,  married  Elizabeth  Dale. 

Elizabeth  Isham  married  Henry  Cave,  Esq.  See  Cave  Manuscript. 

Elizabeth  Cave  married  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 

Eusebius  Marbury  married  Frances  Quarells.  See  Quarles-Quarells  Manuscript. 
Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 
Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 
Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 
script. 
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THE  VERE  FAMILY. 

“Arms:  Quarterly,  gules  and  or,  in  the  firsta  mullet  argent.”  [G.  Lipscomb:  History 
and  Antiquities  of  the  Co.  of  Buckingham,  Vol.  I,  p.  29]. 


De  Vere  or  Vere,  as  a  surname,  originated  from  Ver,  a  commune  and  chateau  in  the  can¬ 
ton  of  Guvray,  (now  arrondissement  of  Coutances),  department  of  La  Manche,  Normandy, 
France.  Alberic  de  Vere  is  in  the  Hundred  Rolls  of  County  Cambridge,  Baldwin  de  Ver  in 
those  of  County  Oxford,  and  Henry  de  Ver  in  those  of  County  Suffolk.  [Bardsley:  Dictionary 
of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames ].  (The  author  Leland  deduces  this  Vere  pedigree  from  Noah!) 

The  following  lineage  was  compiled  from  these  references: 

Burke’s  Extinct  Peerage— John  Burke— (pub.  1831),  p.  536. 

Americana— The  American  Historical  Society,  Vol.  36,  pp.  701-706.  (Fourth  Quarter- 
1942). 

GENERATION  I. 

Alberic  (Aubrey)  de  Vere  was  a  person  of  ancient  and  noble  descent,  listed  in  several 
counties  in  Domesday  Book,  Cambridge,  Middlesex,  Huntingdon,  Essex,  and  Suffolk.  Castle 
Hedingham  appears  to  have  been  his  chief  seat  but  his  lands  were  much  scattered.  He  died 
before  1 1 1 3,  a  monk,  buried  in  the  church  Colne  Priory  which  he  founded. 

Alberic  de  Vere  maried  Beatrice  (Beatrix),  Countess  of  Ghisnes  in  her  own  right,  dau. 
of  Henry  Castellan  of  Bourbourg,  and  niece  maternally  (through  Sibilla,  his  dau.  and  heir¬ 
ess)  of  Manasses,  Count  of  Ghisnes.  Issue:  Alberic  (Aubrey)  de  Vere. 

GENERATION  II. 

Alberic  (Aubrey)  de  Vere,  son  of  Alberic  (Aubrey)  de  Vere  and  his  wife  Beatrice  (Beatrix) 
Castellan,  was  named  in  Cartulary  of  Abingden  Abbey  as  “junior”.  He  was  created  Lord  High 
Chamberlain,  1  Aug.  1133,  died  15  May  1 140.  He  married  Adeliza  de  Clare,  dau.  of  Gilbert 
de  Clare.  Issue:  Sir  Robert  de  Vere. 


GENERATION  III. 

Sir  Robert  de  Vere,  son  of  Alberic  (Aubrey)  de  Vere  and  his  wife  Adeliza  de  Clare,  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  1141  to  manor  of  Drayton  in  Northamptonshire  which  had  been  held  by  his  father, 
also  Twywell  and  Addington.  He  married  Maud  de  Furnell  or  Furneval,  dau.  of  Robert  de 
Furnell,  and  had  lands  in  Cranford  through  his  wife.  Issue:  Robert  de  Vere. 

GENERATION  IV. 

Robert  de  Vere,  son  of  Sir  Robert  de  Vere  and  his  wife  Maud  de  Furnell  or  Furneval, 
married  Margaret  Wake,  presumably  dau.  of  Geoffrey  Wake  and  sister  of  Hugh  and  Baldwin 
Wake.  Robert  de  Vere  held  Thrapston  in  right  of  his  wife  by  the  grant  of  Baldwin  Wake.  Is¬ 
sue:  Robert  de  Vere. 
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GENERATION  V. 

Robert  de  Vere,  son  of  Robert  de  Vere  and  his  wife  Margaret  Wake,  was  of  Twywell  and 
Addington  by  the  grant  of  his  uncle,  William;  paid  scutage  in  1217.  Issue:  Robert  de  Vere. 

GENERATION  VI. 

Robert  de  Vere  —  crusader  —  of  Twywell  and  Addington  in  1240,  son  of  Robert  de 
Vere,  went  on  a  crusade  in  1249  and  was  slain  in  1250  at  Mansoura.  He  married  Elena 
. .  a  widow,  whose  parentage  is  not  known.  Issue:  Baldwin  de  Vere. 

GENERATION  VII. 

Baldwin  de  Vere  of  Thrapston  and  Addington,  son  of  Robert  de  Vere,  Crusader,  and  his 

wife  Elena . ,  was  a  minor  in  1251,  being  then  the  ward  of  Gilbert  de  Segrave,  and 

was  dead  in  1277.  He  married  Margaret  de  Segrave,  dau.  of  Gilbert  de  Segrave.  Issue:  Rob¬ 
ert  de  Vere. 

GENERATION  VIII. 

Robert  de  Vere  of  Thrapston,  son  of  Baldwin  de  Vere  and  his  wife  Margaret  de  Segrave, 
was  a  minor  in  1277  and  died  between  1320  and  1329.  He  was  a  member  of  Parliament  for 
Northamptonshire  in  1305  and  sheriff  of  that  county  in  1301  and  1319;  presented  to  Islip 
1296,  1307;  occ.  1320.  He  maried  Maud  .  Issue:  Ranulf  de  Vere. 


GENERATION  IX. 


Ranulf  de  Vere  of  Thrapston  and  Addington,  son  of  Robert  de  Vere  and  his  wife  Maud 

. ,  was  dead  in  1350.  Fair  confirmed  to  him  1329;  presented  to  Islip  1340.  Issue: 

Robert  de  Vere. 


GENERATION  X. 

Robert  de  Vere  of  Thrapston  and  Addington,  son  of  Ranulf  de  Vere,  was  dead  in  1370, 
leaving  a  will  dated  July  13,  1369;  presented  to  Islip  1350,  1355  and  1366.  He  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  de  Northburgh,  sister  of  Robert  de  Northburgh.  She  was  executrix  of  her  husband’s  will 
in  1370  and  guardian  of  her  son  on  Feb.  4,  1371-72.  Issue:  Robert  de  Vere. 


GENERATION  XI. 

Robert  de  Vere  of  Thrapston  and  Addington,  son  of  Robert  de  Vere  and  his  wife  Eliza¬ 
beth  de  Northburgh,  was  living  in  1390,  dead  in  1391.  He  married  (1)  Anne  Malsores,  dead 

1390,  dau.  and  heir  of  Sir  Thomas  Malsores,  Knt.  He  mar.  (2)  Elizabeth  . ,  who 

was  living  in  1402.  Robert  de  Vere  and  his  (1)  wife,  Anne  Malsores  had  issue:  Baldwin  de 
Vere,  Esq. 

GENERATION  XII. 

Baldwin  de  Vere,  Esq.,  whose  name. came  to  be  recorded  as  Baldwin  Vere,  was  the  son  of 
Robert  de  Vere  and  his  first  wife,  Anne  Malsores.  He  was  of  Thrapston  and  Addington;  was 
an  Esquire  of  Edmund  Earl  of  March;  in  1423  was  Treasurer  of  Meath.  He  died  in  August 

1426  leaving  a  will  dated  Dec.  1424.  Baldwin  de  Vere,  Esq.,  married  Elena  . , 

living  as  Baldwin  Vere’s  widow  on  Sept.  3,  1427.  Issue:  Richard  Vere,  Esq. 
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GENERATION  XIII. 

Richard  Vere,  Esq.,  son  of  Baldwin  de  Vere,  Esq.  and  his  wife  Elena . .  was  a 

minor  in  1427,  presented  to  Islip  Dec.  14,  1448.  He  died  in  1480  seized  of  Thrapston  and  Ad¬ 
dington.  He  married  Isabella  Greene,  dau.  and  heiress  of  Sir  John  Greene,  Esq.,  and  Margaret 
(Greene)  Greene,  of  Drayton.  Issue:  Eleanor  (Elena  or  Ellen)  Vere. 


GENERATION  XIV. 

Eleanor  (Elena  or  Ellen)  Vere,  daughter  of  Richard  Vere,  Esq.,  and  his  wife  Isabella 
Greene,  mar.  about  1485  Thomas  Isham,  Esq.,  of  Pytchley,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Isham.  Thomas  Isham,  Esq.,  was  born  about  1456,  aged  54  in  1510.  SEE  ISHAM  MANU¬ 
SCRIPT. 


DESCENT  FROM  ALBERIC  (AUBREY)  DE  VERE,  A  PERSON  OF 
ANCIENT  AND  NOBLE  DESCENT. 


I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 
V. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

XVI. 

XVII. 

XVIII. 

XIX. 

XX. 

XXI. 

XXII. 

XXIII. 

XXIV. 

XXV. 


TWENTY-FIVE  GENERATIONS. 

Alberic  (Aubrey)  de  Vere  married  Beatrice  (Beatrix)  Castellan. 

Alberic  (Aubrey)  de  Vere  married  Adeliza  de  Clare. 

Sir  Robert  de  Vere  married  Maud  de  Furnell  or  Furneval. 

Robert  de  Vere  married  Margaret  Wake. 

Robert  de  Vere  married  . 

Robert  de  Vere— Crusader— married  Elena . 

Baldwin  de  Vere  married  Margaret  de  Segrave. 

Robert  de  Vere  married  Maud . 

Ranulf  de  Vere  married  . 

Robert  de  Vere  married  Elizabeth  de  Northburgh. 

Robert  de  Vere  married  (1)  Anne  Malsores. 

Baldwin  de  Vere,  Esq.,  married  Elena . 

Richard  Vere,  Esq.,  married  Isabella  Greene. 

Eleanor  (Elena  or  Ellen)  Vere  married  Thomas  Isham,  Esq.  See  Isham  Manu¬ 
script. 

Euseby  Isham,  Esq.,  married  Anne  Pulton  (Poulton). 

Gregory  Isham,  Esq.,  married  Elizabeth  Dale. 

Elizabeth  Isham  married  Henry  Cave,  Esq.  See  Cave  Manuscript. 

Elizabeth  Cave  married  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 
Eusebius  Marbury  married  Frances  Quarells.  See  Quarles-Quarells  Manuscript. 
Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 
Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 
Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Man¬ 
uscript. 
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THE  THROCKMORTON  (THROGMORTON)  FAMILY. 

“Arms.  —  Quarterly  of  four.  i.  Gules,  on  a  chevron  argent  three  bars  gemelles  sable. 
2.  Argent,  on  a  fess  crenellee  between  six  crosslets  fi tehee  gules  three  crescents  ar¬ 
gent.  3.  Sable,  a  chevron  between  three  crescents  or.  4.  Gules,  three  bird-bolts  or, 
feathered  argent. 

“Crest.  —  An  elephant’s  head  couped  sable,  eared  or.” 

[The  Visitation  of  Warwickshire,  1619  (pub.  1877),  p.  86], 


Throckemertona,  Throckmorton,  or  the  Rockmoortown,  from  whence  this  family  is  de¬ 
nominated,  is  situated  in  the  vale  of  Evesham,  in  the  parish  of  Fladbury,  anciently  written 
Flanderburg,  in  Pershore  Hundred,  in  Worcestershire,  a  manor  containing  two  hamlets, 
Hull,  alias  Hill,  and  Moor.  The  Throckmortons  were  an  eminent  and  ancient  family  of  this 
county. 

The  following  lineage  was  compiled  from  these  references: 

The  Visitation  of  Warwickshire,  1619,  pp.  87-88  and  p.  207. 

British  Family  Antiquity,  William  Playfair,  Vol.  VI,  part  1,  pp.  372-376. 

History  of  Worcestershire,  pub.  London,  1781,  Vol.  I,  p.  452. 

A  Genealogical  and  Historical  Account  of  the  Throckmorton  Family  in  England  and 
the  United  States,  with  some  Brief  Notes  on  some  of  the  Allied  Families  by  C.  W. 
Throckmorton,  1930,  pp.  11 1-1 12,  also  pp.  105-106. 

William  arid  Alary  Quarterly  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  2,  pp.  241-247;  also  Vol.  3,  p.  46; 
also  Vol.  2 1,  pp.  1 12-1 14. 

GENERATION  I. 

Adam  de  Throkemerton  died  before  32  Hen.  Ill  [1248],  married  Matilda . 

She  mar.  (2)  Richard  la  Waite.  Adam  de  Throkemerton  and  his  wife  Matilda . 

had  issue:  Robert  Throckmorton. 


GENERATION  II. 

Robert  Throckmorton  de  Throckmorton,  in  the  parish  of  Fladbury,  co.  Worcester,  son 
of  Adam  de  Throkemerton  and  his  wife  Matilda . ,  lived  1252  (36  Hen.  III).  Is¬ 

sue:  Simon  (Simond)  Throckmorton. 

GENERATION  III. 

Simon  (Simond)  Throckmorton,  son  of  Robert  Throckmorton,  was  living  1266  (50  Hen. 
Ill),  married  Isabel . ,  living  50  Hen.  Ill  [1266].  Issue:  Robert  Throgmorton. 

GENERATION  IV. 

Robert  Throgmorton,  son  of  Simon  (Simond)  Throckmorton  and  his  wife,  Isabel 
. ,  was  living  in  1311  (4  Ed.  II).  Issue:  John  Throgmorton. 
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GENERATION  V. 

John  Throgmorton,  son  of  Robert  Throgmorton,  was  possessed  of  Throckmorton  13 
Edw.  Ill  [1339-40],  married  Agnes  (or  Anne),  dau.  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  Abberbury,  Knt., 
of  Abberbury  in  Oxfordshire.  Issue:  Thomas  Throgmorton. 

GENERATION  VI. 

Thomas  Throgmorton  of  Throgmorton,  son  and  heir  of  John  Throgmorton  and  his 
wife  Agnes  (or  Anne)  Abberbury,  “in  ye  p’ish  of  Flubery  in  Com.  Worcestershire”;  was  liv¬ 
ing  17  Rich.  II  [1394]  and  succeeded  his  father  in  the  lordship  of  Throckmorton,  etc.  He  was 
of  the  retinue  of  Thomas  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  in  20  Richard  II  [1397];  also  Es- 
cheator  for  the  Co.  of  Worcester  in  3  Henry  IV  [1402],  in  those  days  an  office  of  great  account 
and  trust;  Constable  of  Elmley  Castle  in  6  Henry  IV  [1405]. 

Thomas  Throgmorton  married  Agnes,  dau.  and  heire  of  Sir  Alexander  Besford,  Knt.,  of 
Worcestershire,  15  Rich  II  [1392].  Issue:  Sir  John  de  Throgmorten  (Throckmorton),  Knt. 

GENERATION  VII. 

Sir  John  de  Throgmorten  (Throckmorton),  Knt.  of  the  Co.  of  Worcester,  son  of  Thomas 
Throgmorton  and  his  wife  Agnes  Besford,  was  Chamberlain  of  the  exchequer,  2  and  8  Hen. 
V.  [1415  and  1421].  He  was  employed  in  the  service  of  Earl  Richard  (son  of  Thomas,  Earl  of 
Warwick)  at  Caen,  in  Normandy  in  5  Henry  V  [1418],  and  being  brought  up  to  the  study  of 
the  laws,  was  afterwards  of  his  Counsel.  He  died  Apr.  12  (23  Henry  VI)  1445,  and  was  buried 
at  Fladbury,  where  there  is  an  epitaph  for  him. 

Sir  John  de  Throgmorton  married  Elinor  (Eleanor),  dau.  and  co-heir  of  Sir  Guido  (Guy) 
de  la  Spiney  (Spineo)  (or  de  Spineto)  (by  the  heir  of  Wyke),  Lord  of  Coughton  in  Warwick¬ 
shire,  by  which  marriage,  1409,  Coughton  came  to  this  family  of  Throckmorton.  Issue:  Sir 
Thomas  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton),  Knt. 

GENERATION  VIII. 

Sir  Thomas  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton),  Knt.  of  the  Co.  of  Worcester  1447  and 
Coughton  in  com.  Warwick,  son  of  Sir  John  de  Throgmorten  and  his  wife  Elinor  (Eleanor) 
de  la  Spiney  (Spineo  or  de  Spineto),  in  5  Edw.  IV  [1466],  held  the  Office  of  Sheriff  of  the 
Counties  of  Warwick  and  Leicester,  and  departed  this  life  12  Edw.  IV  [1472-3].  He  was  bur¬ 
ied  at  Fladbury. 

Sir  Thomas  Throgmorton  married  Margaret,  sole  dau.  and  heire  of  Sir  Robert  Olney, 
Knt.  of  Weston  in  Co.  Bucks,  and  Goditha  his  wife,  dau.  and  co-heir  of  William  Bofom  or 
Bofum.  By  this  marriage  the  Bucks’  estates  came  to  the  family  of  Throckmorton.  Issue:  Sir 
Robert  Throckmorton,  Knt.,  Esq. 


GENERATION  IX. 

Sir  Robert  Throckmorton,  Knt.,  Esq.,  —  CRUSADER  —  ,  was  the  eldest  son  and  heir  of 
Sir  Thomas  Throgmorton  and  his  wife  Margaret  Olney.  He  was  2  1  years  old  at  the  time  of 
his  father’s  death  in  1473;  was  made  Knight  of  the  Bath  about  or  before  1502;  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  Warwickshire  from  1485  till  towards  the  end  of  his  life.  He  was  in  King  Rich¬ 
ard  Ill’s  Privy  Council,  and  in  i486  made  the  Park  at  Coughton,  including  ground  called 
“Wikewood”,  “Samburneheath”,  and  “Spiney’s  Legs”,  lying  within  the  Lordship  of  Sam- 
burne;  and  the  same  year  was  a  Commander  in  the  King’s  Army  at  the  Battle  of  Stoke.  He 
died  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land,  on  which  he  started  in  1519,  after  having  settled  his 


•  ,  'lo 


■ 


390 


THROCKMORTON 


estate.  His  will  was  proved  in  1520  after  his  death  in  the  Holy  Land,  and  a  monument  erected 
at  Coughton. 

Sir  Robert  Throckmorton  married  (1)  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Thomas  Baynham,  sister  to  Sir 
Christopher  Baynham,  of  Cleerwell,  in  the  forest  of  Dean,  co.  Gloucester,  Knt.;  she  had  one 
dau.,  Ursula,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Gifford  of  Chillington,  Co.  Stafford,  Knt.  Sir  Robert  mar¬ 
ried  (2)  Katherine  (Catherine),  dau.  of  Sir  William  Marrow,  Knt.,  Esq.,  Alderman  and  some¬ 
time  Lord  Mayor  of  London;  she  died  1571.  Issue:  Sir  George  Throgmorton,  Kt. 

GENERATION  X. 

Sir  George  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton),  Kt. ,  son  of  the  Crusader,  Sir  Robert  Throck¬ 
morton,  Kt.,  and  his  (2nd)  wife  Katherine  (Catherine)  Marrow,  was  Lord  of  Cowton  (Cough- 
ton),  Warwickshire,  Weston  Underwood,  Buckinghamshire,  Throckmorton,  Worcestershire; 
high  steward  of  the  Abbey  of  Evesham;  Sheriff  of  Warwick  and  Leicestershire  in  18  and  35  of 
Henry  VIII  [1527  and  1544]. 

Sir  George  supplicated  for  B.  A.  Oxon,  6th  February,  1521-2;  sup.  for  B.  E.  L.,  10th 
March  1523-4;  3rd  Mar.  for  B.  Can.  L.,  December,  1530;  admitted  B.  Can.  L.,  17th  July,  1531; 
sup.  as  B.  L.  L.  for  D.  C.  L.,  11th  October,  1 532,  June,  1533;  fellow  of  All  Souls,  1526. 

Sir  George  built  the  castellated  gateway  at  Coughton;  and  was  accused  by  Lord  Crom¬ 
well  of  refusing  to  take  the  oath  of  supremacy  and  was  thrown  into  the  Tower.  After  Crom¬ 
well’s  downfall  he  was  released  and  granted  the  Manor  of  Oversley  in  exchange  for  lands  in 
Bedfordshire  and  the  sum  of  £744  9s.  2d. 

Sir  George  Throgmorton  married  Anna  Katherine  (Catherine),  (d.  1571)  dau.  of  Sir 
Nicholas  first  Lord  Vaux  of  Harington  (Harrowden),  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  dau.  and  heir 
of  Henry,  Lord  Fitz  Hugh,  relict  of  Sir  Wm.  Parre,  and  aunt  of  Queen  Katherine,  and  had 
issue  16  children.  SEE  VAUX  MANUSCRIPT. 

Sir  George  died  Aug.  6,  1552,  and  a  monument  to  him  and  his  Lady  was  placed  in  Cough¬ 
ton  Church.  His  will  was  dated  20  July,  1 552,  P.  C.  C.  22  Tashe,  proved  5  Dec.  1553. 

The  monument  to  Sir  George  and  his  Lady  in  Coughton  Church  has  the  following  epi¬ 
taph: 

“Of  your  charitie  praye  for  the  soule  of  Syr  George  Throckmorton  Knyght, 
and  dame  Katheryn  hys  wyfe,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Syr  Nycholas  Vause  Knyght, 

Lord  Harrowden,  which  Syr  George  decessed  the . day  of . in  the  year  of 

the  Incarnation  of  our  Lord  God  MCCCCC . [Aug.  6, 1552]  and  Dame  Katheryn 

died . day  of .  [ i 57 1  ]  on  whose  soules  Jhu  have  mercy  Amen.’’ 

“The  In.  p.  m.  of  Sir  George  Throckmorton,  son  of  Sir  Robert,  taken  at  War¬ 
wick,  12th  of  April,  1553,  shows  that  he  held  at  his  death  the  manors  of  Towsland 
and  Illyng,  and  lands  and  tenements  in  Paxton,  Hemingford  Abbots,  Weld,  Pax- 
worthe  and  St.  Ives  county  Hunts. 

“Sir  George  at  his  death  was  lord  of  the  manors  of  Throckmorton  and  Black- 
nawton,  county  Worcester,  Coughton,  Solyhull,  Sheldon,  Brydbury,  Spernore, 
Oversley  and  Tonworth,  county  Warwick,  Weston,  county  Bucks,  and  Wyncote, 
co.  Gloucester,  and  Roxton,  co.  Beds.,  and  held  lands  and  tenements  in  Throckmor¬ 
ton,  Blacknawton,  Thorndon,  Byshampton,  Hill,  More,  Fladbury,  Pedyll,  Pynvey, 
Churchlenche,  Little  Comberton,  in  county  Worcester,  Sheldon  and  Brydbury, 
Ipsley,  Studley,  and  Hylborowe,  county  Warwick,  and  lands  in  Mylverton,  Brynck- 
loo,  Stodley,  Alcestre  and  Grafton,  co.  Warw.  and  Elmley  and  Dormeston,  county 
Worcester,  also  lands  in  Oversley,  Kyngsbrome,  Wykelyford,  Exhale,  Stratford  on 
Avon,  county  Warwick,  and  tenements  in  Alcestre.  Just  before  his  death  he  sold  the 
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manors  of  Towsland  and  Illyng,  co.  Hunts,  and  lands  in  Paxton,  Hemynford  Ab¬ 
bots,  Wold,  Paxworth  and  St.  Ives  in  Hunts.  [In.  p.  m .]” 

Sir  George  Throgmorton  and  his  wife  Anna  Katherine  (Catherine)  Vaux  had  issue: 
Margaret  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton). 

GENERATION  XI. 

Margaret  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton),  daughter  of  Sir  George  Throgmorton 

(Throckmorton)  and  his  wife  Anna  Katherine  (Catherine)  Vaux,  married  (1)  . 

Catesby;  married  (2nd)  Bryan  (Brian)  Cave,  Esq.,  de  Ingarsby  in  Com.  Leicestershire,  living 
1559,  and  died  12  Sept.  1592,  son  of  Richard  Cave,  Esq.  and  his  (2nd)  wife  Margaret  (Saxeby) 
Cave.  Bryan  (Brian)  Cave’s  will  was  dated  30  July  1590,  proved  10  Nov.  1592.  SEE  CAVE 
MANUSCRIPT. 

DESCENT  FROM  ADAM  DE  THROKEMERTON  (THROCKMORTON)  OF 
THE  EMINENT  AND  ANCIENT  FAMILY  OF  THROCKMORTONS 
OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER. 

TWENTY  GENERATIONS. 

Adam  de  Throkemerton  married  Matilda . 

Robert  Throckmorton  married  . 

Simon  (Simond)  Throckmorton  married  Isabel  . 

Robert  Throgmorton  married  . 

John  Throgmorton  married  Agnes  (or  Anne)  Abberbury. 

Thomas  Throgmorton  married  Agnes  Besford. 

Sir  John  de  Throgmorten  (Throckmorton)  married  Elinor  (Eleanor)  de  la  Spiney 
(Spineo  or  de  Spineto). 

Sir  Thomas  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton)  married  Margaret  Olney. 

Sir  Robert  Throckmorton  married  (2nd)  Katherine  (Catherine)  Marrow. 

Sir  George  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton)  married  Anna  Katherine  (Catherine) 
Vaux.  See  Vaux  Manuscript. 

Margaret  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton)  married  (2nd)  Bryan  (Brian)  Cave.  See 
Cave  Manuscript. 

Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  married  Elizabeth  Isham.  See  Isham  Manuscript. 

Elizabeth  Cave  married  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 

Eusebius  Marbury  married  Frances  Quarells.  See  Quarles-Quarells  Manuscript. 
Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 
Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 
Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard 
Manuscript. 
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THE  VAUX  FAMILY -BARONS  VAUX  OF  HARROWDEN. 
“Arms:  Cheque,  or  and  gu.  on  a  Chevron  az.  three  roses  or.” 


“The  family  of  Vaux  derived  its  surname  from  a  district  in  Normandy,  where  it  was  orig¬ 
inally  seated.  As  early  as  the  year  794  of  the  Christian  era,  a  branch  of  the  Vauxes  is  found  in 
Provence,  and  then  allied,  by  marriage,  to  most  of  the  sovereign  princes  of  Europe.  They  are 
mentioned  in  the  records  of  that  and  subsequent  periods,  by  the  patronimic  of  Beaux,  Baux, 
or  Vaux,  (B  and  V  being  used  indiscriminately  in  the  south  of  France)  and  the  ancient  posses¬ 
sions  of  the  Princes  of  Baux  in  that  country,  are  still  called  ‘Les  Terres  Baussenques,’  compris¬ 
ing  Aix,  Marseilles,  8cc. 

“The  earliest  account  we  have  of  the  founders  of  the  English  branches  of  the  Vauxes,  is 
that  Bertrand  De  Vaux  attended  a  tournament  in  the  year  929,  and  was  a  favourite  of  Robert 
I.,  Duke  of  Normandy,  grandfather  of  William  the  Conqueror.  The  names  of  the  descend¬ 
ants  of  this  Bertrand  are  traced  through  the  Rolles  Normand,  written  Baux,  Vaux,  Vaulx,  and 
de  Vallibus”.  [Burke’s  Extinct  Peerage  of  England,  John  Burke,  London,  1831,  p.  531].  Of 
this  family  there  were  three  brothers  who  first  settled  in  England  after  the  Norman  Conquest, 
viz.:  Hubert  de  Vallibus,  Ranulph  and  Robert,  sons  of  Harold  De  Vaux. 

The  following  lineage  was  compiled  from  these  references: 

History  and  Antiquities  of  Northamptonshire,  John  Bridges,  Vol.  I,  pp.  311,  312  and 
Vol.  II,  p.  103. 

The  Visitation  of  Northamptonshire,  1564,  p.  51  (edited  by  Walter  C.  Metcalfe  F.  S.  A., 
pub.  London  1887). 

Burke’s  Extinct  Peerage  of  England,  John  Burke,  London,  1831,  pp.  531, 532,  533. 

Dugdale’s  Baronetage,  Vol.  I,  p.  525;  Vol.  II,  p.  304. 

Miscellanea  Genealogica  et  Heraldica  edited  by  A.  W.  Hughes  Clarke,  pub.  London, 
1920-1925;  Vol.  IV,  Fifth  Series,  pp.  102-112;  Vol.  V,  Fifth  Series,  pp.  277-301;  pp. 
342-362. 

Dictionary  of  National  Biography  (1921-22),  Vol.  20,  pp.  192-194. 

GENERATION  I. 

Harold  De  Vaux,  Lord  of  Vaux,  in  Normandy  (Time  of  the  Norman  Conquest)  having 
for  religious  purposes,  conferred  his  seignory  upon  the  abbey  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  at  Caen 
(founded  by  Matilda,  wife  of  Wm.  the  Conqueror)  came  into  England,  accompanied  by  his 
three  sons,  viz.:  Robert  De  Vaux,  of  whom  further;  Hubert  and  Ranulph,  Lord  Tryermayne. 

GENERATION  II. 

Robert  De  Vaux,  youngest  son  of  Harold  De  Vaux,  seated  himself  in  Norfolk,  there 
founded  the  Priory  of  Penteney,  and  also  gave  to  the  Monks  of  Castle-Acre  in  that  County, 
his  mill  at  Pentney  called  “Middel-Milne”.  This  family  was  of  great  eminence  in  the  law. 
He  married  Agnes  . ,  and  had  issue:  William  De  Vaux. 
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GENERATION  III. 

William  De  Vaux,  son  of  Robert  De  Vaux  and  his  wife  Agnes,  had  three  sons;  Robert, 
Adam  and  Oliver,  Prior  of  Pentney.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  eldest  son,  Robert  De  Vaux. 

GENERATION  IV. 

Robert  De  Vaux,  son  of  William  De  Vaux,  had  issue:  Oliver  De  Vaux. 

GENERATION  V. 

Oliver  De  Vaux,  third  son  of  Robert  De  Vaux,  was  ONE  OF  THE  BARONS  IN  ARMS 
AGAINST  KING  JOHN.  In  the  13th  of  King  John  [1212]  he  paid  500  marks  and  5  palfreys 
for  license  to  marry  Petronill  (de  Croun)  Longchamp,  d.  46  Hen.  Ill  [1262],  widow  of  Wil¬ 
liam  de  Longchamp  and  only  dau.  and  heiress  of  Guy  de  Croun,  feudal  lord  of  Croun,  who 
accompanied  Richard  I  to  the  Holy  Land.  SEE  CROUN  MANUSCRIPT.  Issue:  Roger  De 
Vaux. 

GENERATION  VI. 

Roger  De  Vaux,  youngest  son  of  Oliver  De  Vaux  and  his  wife  Petronill  de  Croun,  was 
the  grandfather  of  Robert  Vaux  of  Bodenham  in  Cambridgeshire.  Issue:  Sir  Nicholas  De 
Vaux. 

GENERATION  VII. 

Sir  Nicholas  De  Vaux  of  Yelvertoft,  co.  Northants,  son  of  Roger  De  Vaux,  appears  in 
1256;  a  tenant  of  the  la  Zouche  family;  probably  a  kinsman  of  John  De  Vaux  of  Norfolk;  Con¬ 
stable  of  Chester  about  1250;  died  before  Easter  3  Edw.  I  [1275].  Issue:  Robert  De  Vaux  of 
Bodenham  (Bodesham)  in  Cambridgeshire. 

GENERATION  VIII. 

Robert  De  Vaux  of  Bodenham  (Bodesham)  in  Cambridgeshire,  born  after  1254,  son  of 
Sir  Nicholas  De  Vaux,  and  grandson  of  Roger  De  Vaux,  was  living  3  May  1305.  This  Vaux 
family  of  Bottisham  (Bodesham)  appears  to  have  been  connected  with  the  law  as  were  their 
ancestors  of  Norfolk.  Robert  De  Vaux  married,  about  1275,  Alice  de  St.  Liz  (dau.  of  Adam 
de  St.  Liz  (living  1283)  and  his  wife  Isolde  de  Beckingham),  heiress  of  Elias  de  Beckyngham 
of  Bottisham  in  Cambridgeshire,  one  of  the  Judges  of  Edw.  I.  Issue:  Elias  Vaux. 

GENERATION  IX. 

Elias  Vaux,  son  of  Robert  De  Vaux  and  his  wife  Alice  de  St.  Liz,  disappears  from  the 
Bottisham  records  after  1327.  He  married,  after  1322,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Robert  de  Hastings. 
Issue:  William  Vaux. 

GENERATION  X. 

William  Vaux,  son  of  Elias  Vaux  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  de  Hastings,  was  of  Bottisham 
in  1373;  alive  1380-81.  (Perhaps  he  did  not  die  until  the  winter  of  1400-1).  He  married  Joan 
Thirning,  sister  of  Sir  William  Thirning  of  Lathbury,  co.  Bucks,  and  Harrowden,  co.  North¬ 
ants,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England,  to  whom  her  grandson  was  the  eventual  heir.  Issue:  Wil¬ 
liam  Vaux,  Esq. 

GENERATION  XI. 

William  Vaux,  Esq.,  born  about  1370-1380,  of  Harwedon,  or  Harrowden  in  the  Co.  of 
Northampton,  was  the  son  of  William  Vaux  and  his  wife  Joan  Thirning.  He  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  Bucks,  1401;  married  prior  to  1398-9,  Alianora  (Eleanor),  b.  about  1370,  d.  be- 
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tween  3  Mar.,  1445,  and  15  Nov.,  1454,  dau.  of  Sir  Thomas  Draketon  (Drakelow),  Knt.  of 
Welby,  and  his  wife  Alice  de  Wileby  (living  1346),  heiress  of  Robert  and  Emma  de  Wileby. 
William  Vaux,  Esq.,  died  in  1405. 

WILL  OF  WILLIAM  VAUX,  ESQ.,  who  died  in  1405. 

[Register  of  Bishop  Repington  (Ep.  Line.),  fo.  17]: 

Will  of  William  Vaux,  Esq.,  dated  1405,  proved  1  Sept.  1405. 

“I,  William  Vaus  [Vaux],  on  the  day  before  the  Assumption  of  the  Blessed 
Mary,  An.  Do.  1405,  do  make  my  last  will  and  testament  as  follows: 

“To  the  Priory  of  Harewold  20  marks. 

“To  any  nun  of  the  said  priory  lid. 

“To  John  Prudde  20  marks. 

“To  any  of  my  grooms  (‘valectorum’)  13s.  4d. 

“I  will  that  Thomas  Hayton  shall  have  all  my  lands  and  tenements  in  North¬ 
ampton  town  for  life. 

“The  residue  of  my  goods  to  my  executors  to  dispose,  faithfully,  as  seems  best 
to  them  for  my  soul’s  good. 

“Executors:  John  Gyffard,  William  Rothwell  and  Thomas  Hayton. 

“Supervisor,  William  Thyrnyng,  knt. 

“Dated  at  Stevyngton.” 

“Proved  1  Sept.  1405  at  Stow  Park  before  the  Bishop,  and  administration 
granted  to  William  Rothewell,  with  power  reserved.” 

William  Vaux,  Esq.,  and  his  wife,  Alianora  (Eleanor)  Draketon  (Drakelow)  had  issue:  Sir 
William  Vaux,  Esq. 

GENERATION  XII. 

Sir  William  Vaux,  Esq.,  b.  abt.  1400,  of  Harrowden,  Co.  Northampton,  Knt.,  son  of 
William  Vaux,  Esq.,  and  his  wife  Alianora  (Eleanor)  Draketon  (Drakelow),  bore  for  his  arms: 
“Chequy  Or  and  Gules,  on  a  chevron  Azure  three  roses  of  the  first.”  He  inherited  Great  and 
Little  Harrowden  from  the  Thirnings;  High  SherifE  of  Northants  1436-7;  M.  P.  for  Northants 
1441.  He  died  about  1460.  Sir  William  Vaux,  Esq.  mar.  about  1434,  Mawde  (or  Matilda), 
dau.  and  coheiress  of  Sir  GeofTry  [called  “Walter”  by  Burke]  Lucie  (Lucy)  Knt.,  and  sister  of 
Sir  William  Lucy,  Knt.  Issue:  Sir  William  Vaux. 

GENERATION  XIII. 

Sir  William  Vaux,  the  Lancastrian  Knight,  of  Harrowden,  Co.  Northampton,  b.  about 
1435,  was  the  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  William  Vaux,  Esq.  and  his  wife  Mawde  (or  Ma¬ 
tilda)  Lucie  (Lucy).  Sir  William  Vaux  had  many  manors  in  different  counties,  and  a  large 
part  of  his  estates  came  from  the  Lucys,  including  Shankton,  Napton,  Wilby,  Bodenbam,  and 
his  lands  at  Swaffham.  Shankton  is  in  Leicestershire,  Napton  in  Warwickshire,  Wilby  in 
Northamptonshire,  and  Bodenham  and  Swaffham  in  Cambridgeshire.  He  also  held  the  ad- 
vowsons  at  Shankton  and  Wilby  and  the  manor  of  Great  Harrowden  in  Northamptonshire. 
[Chancery  Inquisitions  Misc.,  file  319,  No.  45]. 

In  the  conflicts  between  York  and  Lancaster,  Sir  William  fell  under  the  banner  of  Henry 
VI  at  Tewkesbury  on  4  May  1471,  and  his  estates  were  alienated  until  the  accession  of  King 
Henry  VII,  when  they  were  restored  to  his  son  and  heir,  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux. 

Sir  William  Vaux  married  Katheryn,  born  co.  of  Provence,  dau.  of  Gregory  Penyston 
of  Curtesels  (Courtesells)  in  Pyamount  (Piedmont)  in  Italy.  She  was  naturalized  as  the  wife 
of  William  Vaux,  the  younger.  Esq.  [Pat.  Roll  Dec.  22—55  Hen.  VI  (1436)]. 
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GENERATION  XIV. 

Sir  Nicholas  Vaux,  ist  Lord  Vaux,  son  of  Sir  William  Vaux  and  his  wife  Katheryn 
Penyston,  for  his  subsequent  gallantry  at  the  battle  of  Stoke,  received  the  honour  of  Knight¬ 
hood.  Upon  the  accession  of  Henry  VIII,  he  was  made  Lieutenant  of  the  Castle  of  Guisnes 
in  Picardy.  He  was  one  of  the  ambassadors  to  ratify  the  articles  of  peace  with  France,  and 
growing  so  much  in  favour  at  Court  he  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  Baron  Vaux  of 
Harrowden  on  Apr.  27,  1523.  Sir  Nicholas  died  May  24,  1523.  His  will  was  undated,  proved 
3  JulY  1523- 

Sir  Nicholas  Vaux  married  (1),  Elizabeth,  2nd  dau.  and  co-heir  of  Henry,  Lord  Fitz- 
Hugh  (d.  1472),  and  widow  of  Sir  William  Parr,  K.  G.  Issue:  Anna  Katherine  Vaux.  SEE 
FITZ-HUGH  MANUSCRIPT.  Sir  Nicholas  married  (2nd)  about  1507,  Anne,  dau.  of 
Thomas  Greene,  Esq.  of  Greene’s  Norton  in  Co.  of  Northampton. 

GENERATION  XV. 

Anna  Katherine  Vaux,  d.  1571,  daughter  of  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux,  1st  Lord  Vaux,  and  his 
first  wife  Elizabeth  Fitz-Hugh,  married  Sir  George  Throckmorton  (Throgmorton),  Knt. 
(called  “Sir  John”  by  Burke)  of  Coughton,  Co.  Warwick.  SEE  THROCKMORTON  MAN¬ 
USCRIPT. 

DESCENT  FROM  HAROLD  DE  VAUX,  LORD  OF  VAUX,  IN  NORMANDY. 

TWENTY-FIVE  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Harold  De  Vaux  married  . 

II.  Robert  De  Vaux  married  Agnes . 

III.  William  De  Vaux  married  . 

IV.  Robert  De  Vaux  married  . 

V.  Oliver  De  Vaux  married  Petronill  de  Croun.  See  Croun  Manuscript. 

VI.  Roger  De  Vaux  married  . 

VII.  Sir  Nicholas  De  Vaux  married . . . 

VIII.  Robert  De  Vaux  married  Alice  de  St.  Liz. 

IX.  Elias  Vaux  married  Elizabeth  de  Hastings. 

X.  William  Vaux  married  Joan  Thirning. 

XI.  William  Vaux,  Esq.,  married  Alianore  (Eleanor)  Draketon  (Drakelow). 

XII.  Sir  William  Vaux,  Esq.,  married  Mawde  (or  Matilda)  Lucie  (Lucy). 

XIII.  Sir  William  Vaux  married  Katheryn  Penyston. 

XIV.  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux  married  (1st)  Elizabeth  Fitz-Hugh.  See  Fitz-Hugh  Manuscript. 

XV.  Anna  Katherine  Vaux  married  Sir  George  Throckmorton.  See  Throckmorton 

Manuscript. 

XVI.  Margaret  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton)  married  (2nd)  Bryan  (Brian)  Cave.  See 
Cave  Manuscript. 

XVII.  Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  married  Elizabeth  Isham.  See  Isham  Manuscript. 

XVIII.  Elizabeth  Cave  married  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 

XIX.  Eusebius  Marbury  married  Frances  Quarells.  See  Quarles-Quarells  Manuscript. 

XX.  Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

XXL  Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

XXII.  Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

XXIII.  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 
XXIV.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

XXV.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard 
Manuscript. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF  CROUN-LORD  OF  CROUN. 


The  following  lineage  was  compiled  from  this  reference: 

Burke’s  Extinct  Peerage  of  England,  by  John  Burke,  Esq.,  pub.  London,  1831,  p.  532, 
footnote. 


GENERATION  I. 

Guy  De  Creon  or  Croun  came  in  with  the  Conqueror  and  held  61  lordships,  all  or  most 
of  them  in  the  co.  of  Lincoln;  Friston  in  the  district  of  Holland  being  the  head  of  his  barony. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Alan  De  Croun. 

GENERATION  II. 

Alan  De  Croun  was  the  son  of  Guy  De  Creon  or  Croun,  and  the  father  of  Maurice  De 
Croun. 


GENERATION  III. 

Maurice  De  Croun,  son  of  Alan  De  Croun,  was  living  in  1181,  and  was  succeeded  at  his 
decease  by  his  son,  Guy  De  Croun. 


GENERATION  IV. 

Guy  De  Croun,— CRUSADER— who  accompanied  Richard  I  to  the  Holy  Land,  was  the 
son  of  Maurice  De  Croun.  This  feudal  lord  left  at  his  decease  an  only  daughter  and  heiress, 
Patronilla  De  Croun. 


GENERATION  V. 

Patronilla  De  Croun,  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  Guy  De  Croun,  married  (1)  William 
de  Longchamp.  She  married  (2nd)  Oliver  De  Vaux,  who  was  one  of  the  Barons  in  arms 
against  King  John.  SEE  VAUX  MANUSCRIPT. 

DESCENT  FROM  GUY  DE  CREON  OR  CROUN,  LORD  OF  CROUN, 

CO.  LINCOLN. 

TWENTY-FIVE  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Guy  De  Creon  or  Croun  married . 

II.  Alan  De  Croun  married . 

III.  Maurice  De  Croun  married . 

IV.  Guy  De  Croun— CRUSADER— married  . . . 

V.  Patronilla  De  Croun  married  (2nd)  Oliver  De  Vaux.  See  Vaux  Manuscript. 

VI.  Roger  De  Vaux  married . 

VII.  Sir  Nicholas  De  Vaux  married . 

VIII.  Robert  De  Vaux  married  Alice  de  St.  Liz. 
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IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 
XV. 

XVI. 

XVII. 

XVIII. 

XIX. 

XX. 

XXI. 

XXII. 

XXIII. 

XXIV. 

XXV. 


Elias  Vaux  married  Elizabeth  de  Hastings. 

William  Vaux  married  Joan  Thirning. 

William  Vaux,  Esq.,  married  Alianore  (Eleanor)  Draketon  (Drakelow). 

Sir  William  Vaux,  Esq.,  married  Mawde  (or  Matilda)  Lucie  (Lucy). 

Sir  William  Vaux  married  Katheryn  Penyston. 

Sir  Nicholas  Vaux  married  (ist)  Elizabeth  Fitz-Hugh.  See  Fitz-Hugh  Manuscript. 
Anna  Katherine  Vaux  married  Sir  George  Throckmorton.  See  Throckmorton  Man¬ 
uscript. 

Margaret  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton)  married  (2nd)  Bryan  (Brian)  Cave.  See 
Cave  Manuscript. 

Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  married  Elizabeth  Isham.  See  Isham  Manuscript. 

Elizabeth  Cave  married  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 
Eusebius  Marbury  married  Frances  Quarells.  Sec  Quarles-Quarells  Manuscript. 
Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 
Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 
Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard 
Manuscript. 
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FITZ-HUGH-BARONS  FITZ-HUGH. 


Although  the  surname  of  Fitz-Hugh  was  not  appropriated  to  this  family  before  the  time 
of  Edward  III  [1327-1377],  it  had  enjoyed  consideration  from  the  period  of  the  Conquest. 

The  following  lineage  was  compiled  from  these  references: 

Burke’s  Extinct  Peerage ,  John  Burke— pub.  1831,  pp.  202,  203. 

The  Complete  Peerage,  G.  E.  Cokayne,  Vol.  5,  pp.  416-433. 

GENERATION  I. 

Bardolph,  the  ancestor  of  this  family  from  the  period  of  the  Conquest,  was  Lord  of  Ra- 
venswath,  with  divers  other  manors,  in  Richmondshire.  This  Bardolph  assumed,  in  his  old 
age,  the  habit  of  a  monk,  in  the  Abbey  of  St.  Mary,  at  York,  to  which  he  gave  the  churches  of 
Patrick  Brompton  and  Ravenswath,  in  pure  alms.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  and  heir, 
Akaris  Fitz-Bardolph. 

GENERATION  II. 

Akaris  Fitz-Bardolph,  son  of  Bardolph,  Lord  of  Ravenswath,  founded  the  Abbey  of  Fors, 
in  the  Co.  of  York,  then  called  the  Abbey  of  Charity  in  the  5  Stephen  [1 140].  He  died  in  1161 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  elder  son,  Hervey  Fitz-Akaris. 

GENERATION  III. 

Hervey  Fitz-Akaris,  eldest  son  of  Akaris  Fitz-Bardolph,  who  being  a  noble  and  good 
Knight,  and  much  esteemed  in  his  country,  gave  consent  that  Conan,  then  Earl  of  Richmond 
and  Britanny,  should  translate  the  Abbey  of  Charity  into  the  fields  at  East  Wilton,  and  there 
place  it  on  the  verge  of  the  river  Jore,  from  which  it  was  thenceforward  called  Jorevaulx. 
This  Hervey  died  in  1 182  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Henry  Fitz-Hervey. 

GENERATION  IV. 

Henry  Fitz-Hervey,  son  of  Hervey  Fitz-Akaris,  acquired  considerable  estates  in  the  north 
through  his  wife.  He  died  in  1201. 

Henry  Fitz-FIervey  married  Alice,  dau.  of  Randolph  Fitz-Walter  (ancestor  of  the  Barons 
of  Greystoke).  Issue:  Randolph  Fitz-Henry. 

GENERATION  V. 

Randolph  Fitz-Henry,  son  of  Henry  Fitz-Hervey  and  his  wife,  Alice  Fitz-Walter,  feudal 
lord,  died  in  1262.  He  married  Alice,  dau.  and  heiress  of  Adam  de  Staveley,  Lord  of  Staveley, 
Dent  and  Sadbergh.  Issue:  Henry  Fitz-Randolph. 

GENERATION  VI. 

Henry  Fitz-Randolph,  son  of  Randolph  Fitz-Henry  and  Alice  de  Staveley,  his  wife,  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  Randolph  Fitz-Henry,  feudal  baron,  who  died  s.  p.,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  brother,  Hugh  Fitz-Henry. 
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GENERATION  VII. 

Hugh  Fitz-Henry,  son  of  Henry  Fitz-Randolph,  died  in  1304,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Henry  Fitz-Hugh. 

GENERATION  VIII. 

Henry  Fitz-Hugh,  son  of  Hugh  Fitz-Henry,  was  first  of  the  name  Fitz-Hugh,  from  whom 
his  descendants  ever  afterwards  adopted  the  surname  of  Fitz-Hugh.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
Scottish  Wars  from  3rd  to  8th  Edward  II  [1310-1315];  in  1316  he  was  constituted,  owing  to 
the  minority  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick  (whose  inheritance  it  was)  governor  of  Barnard  Castle  in 
the  Bishoprick  of  Durham;  summoned  to  parliament  as  a  Baron  1321-1351.  Henry  Fitz-Hugh 
died  in  1356.  He  married  Eve,  dau.  of  Sir  John  Bulmer,  Knt.  Issue:  Henry  Fitz-Hugh. 

GENERATION  IX. 

Henry  Fitz-Hugh,  son  of  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  and  his  wife  Eve  Bulmer,  died  in  the  lifetime 
of  his  father.  He  married  Joane,  dau.  of  Sir  Richard  Fourneys  and  sister  and  heiress  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Fourneys.  Issue:  Henry  Fitz-Hugh. 

GENERATION  X. 

Henry  Fitz-Hugh,  son  of  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  and  his  wife  Joane  Fourneys,  succeeded  his 
grandfather  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  in  1356.  He  was  2nd  Baron;  summoned  to  parliament  1377- 
1385;  was  engaged  in  the  French  Wars  of  King  Edw.  III.  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  died  in  1386.  He 
married  Joane,  dau.  of  Henry  Lord  Scrope,  of  Masham.  Issue:  Henry  Fitz-Hugh. 

GENERATION  XI. 

Henry  Fitz-Hugh,  3rd  Baron,  son  of  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  and  his  wife  Joane  Scrope,  was 
summoned  to  parliament  1387-1423.  He  attained  great  eminence  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  IV 
and  Henry  V;  was  included  in  a  commission  to  negotiate  a  truce  with  Scotland  and  afterwards 
to  accomplish  a  league  of  amity  between  the  two  Crowns  [England  and  Scotland];  appointed 
Constable  of  England  for  the  coronation  of  Henry  V;  afterwards  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the 
King’s  household  and  assisted  at  the  Council  of  Constance.  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  had  life  grants 
of  the  manors  of  Masham  Clifton,  Burton-Constable  and  10  others.  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  was  a 
CRUSADER  and  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  115).  He  died  Jan.  11,  1424-5. 

Henry  Fitz-Hugh  married  Elizabeth,  dau.  and  heir  of  Sir  Robert  Grey  (Marmion),  Knt., 
son  of  John,  Lord  Grey  of  Rotherfield,  by  his  2nd  wife  Avice,  sister  and  coheir  of  Robert,  Lord 
Marmion,  and  dau.  of  John  de  Marmion.  SEE  GREY  OF  ROTHERFIELD  MANU¬ 
SCRIPT.  Issue:  Sir  William  Fitz-Hugh. 

GENERATION  XII. 

Sir  William  Fitz-Hugh,  4th  Baron,  eldest  son  of  Henry  Fitz-Hugh,  3rd  Baron,  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth  Grey,  was  summoned  to  parliament  1429-1450;  attained  distinction  in  the  life¬ 
time  of  his  father  in  French  Wars;  and  after  accession  to  title  was  in  commission  to  treat  with 
the  commissioners  of  King  James  I,  of  Scotland,  regarding  compensation  for  injuries  inflicted 
by  Scots  upon  English.  He  died  in  1452. 

Sir  William  Fitz-Hugh  married  Margery,  dau.  of  William,  Lord  Willoughby  de  Eresby. 
Issue:  Henry  Fitz-Hugh. 

GENERATION  XIII. 

Henry  Fitz-Hugh,  5th  Baron,  son  of  Sir  William  Fitz-Hugh,  4th  Baron,  and  his  wife 
Margery  the  dau.  of  William,  Lord  Willoughby  de  Eresby;  was  summoned  to  parliament 
1455-1470.  In  1460  he  obtained  a  grant  of  the  stewardship  of  the  honour  of  Richmond  and 
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also  of  the  office  of  Chief  Forester  of  the  new  forest  of  Arkilgarth-Dale  and  Le  Hoppe.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VI,  Lord  Fitz-Hugh  remained  firmly  attached  to  the  Lancastrian 
interest,  but  during  the  reign  of  King  Edw.  IV,  he  was  in  his  employ  in  a  military  capacity 
and  as  a  diplomatist.  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  was  a  CRUSADER,  as  in  1468  he  made  a  pilgrimage 
to  the  Holy  Sepulchre.  He  died  June  8,  1472.  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  married  Lady  Alice  Nevill, 
dau.  of  Richard,  Earl  of  Salisbury.  SEE  ROYAL  DESCENT  MANUSCRIPT;  also  NEVILL 
MANUSCRIPT. 

GENERATION  XIV. 

Elizabeth  Fitz-Hugh,  2nd  dau.  of  Henry,  Lord  Fitz-Hugh,  and  his  wife  Lady  Alice 
Nevill,  married  (1)  Sir  William  Parr,  K.  G.  She  married  (2nd)  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux,  1st  Lord 
Vaux  and  Baron  Vaux  of  Harrowden,  who  died  May  24,  1523.  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux  married 
(2nd)  Anne,  dau.  of  Thomas  Green,  Esq.  of  Green’s  Norton,  in  Co.  Northampton.  SEE 
VAUX  MANUSCRIPT. 

DESCENT  FROM  BARDOLPH,  LORD  OF  RAVENSWATH,  IN 

RICHMONDSHIRE,  ANCESTOR  OF  THE  FAMILY  OF  FITZ-HUGH. 

TWENTY-FIVE  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Bardolph,  Lord  of  Ravenswath,  married  . 

II.  Akaris  Fitz-Bardolph  married  . 

III.  Hervey  Fitz-Akaris  married . 

IV.  Henry  Fitz-Hervey  married  Alice  Fitz-Walter. 

V.  Randolph  Fitz-Henry  married  Alice  de  Staveley. 

VI.  Henry  Fitz-Randolph  married  . 

VII.  Hugh  Fitz-Henry  married  . 

VIII.  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  married  Eve  Bulmer. 

IX.  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  married  Joane  Fourneys. 

X.  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  married  Joane  Scrope. 

XI.  Henry  Fitz-Hugh— CRUSADER— married  Elizabeth  Grey.  See  Grey  of  Rother- 
held  Manuscript. 

XII.  Sir  William  Fitz-Hugh  married  Margery,  dau.  of  William  Lord  Willoughby  de 
Eresby. 

XIII.  Henry  Fitz-Hugh— CRUSADER— married  Lady  Alice  Nevill.  See  Royal  Descent 
Manuscript;  also  Nevill  Manuscript. 

XIV.  Elizabeth  Fitz-Hugh  married  (2nd)  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux.  See  Vaux  Manuscript. 

XV.  Anna  Katherine  Vaux  married  Sir  George  Throckmorton.  See  Throckmorton  Man¬ 
uscript. 

XVI.  Margaret  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton)  married  (2nd)  Bryan  (Brian)  Cave.  See 
Cave  Manuscript. 

XVII.  Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  married  Elizabeth  Isham.  See  Isham  Manuscript. 

XVIII.  Elizabeth  Cave  married  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 

XIX.  Eusebius  Marbury  married  Frances  Quarells.  See  Quarles-Quarells  Manuscript. 

XX.  Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

XXL  Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

XXII.  Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

XXIII.  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 
XXIV.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

XXV.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 
script. 
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THE  NEVILL  FAMILY. 


This  noble,  ancient,  and  far-spreading  family  of  Nevill  (de  Nova  Villa)  presumably 
derived  from  Neuville,  in  Normandy.  It  was  founded  in  England,  by  Gilbert  De  Nevile,  and 
obtained  rank  among  the  greater  barons  by  the  marriage  of  Geoffrey  de  Nevill  with  Emma, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Bertram  de  Buhner,  temp.  Henry  II  [1 154-1 189]. 

The  following  lineage  was  compiled  from  these  references: 

British  Family  Antiquity,  William  Playfair,  Vol.  I,  p.  273. 

Burke’s  Extinct  Peerage  of  England— John  Burke— 1831,  pp.  384-388. 

Dormant  and  Extinct  Peerages,  Sir  B.  Burke,  pp.  392-394. 

The  Complete  Peerage,  Cokayne,  new  edition,  Vol.  9,  Appendix  E,  pp.  32-33. 

The  Baronage  of  England  by  William  Dugdale,  pub.  London  1675,  Vol.  I,  pp.  287,  288. 

Hasted’s  History  of  Kent,  Vol.  II,  pp.  196,  197. 

GENERATION  I. 

Gilbert  De  Nevile,  a  Norman,  one  of  the  companions  in  arms  of  the  Conqueror  in  1067, 
was  designated  by  some  genealogists  his  admiral  in  the  expedition  into  England.  He  was  an 
under-tenant  of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  in  Lindsey,  circa  1115,  and  held  various  parcels  of 
land  in  Lincolnshire.  He  had  issue:  Geffery  De  Nevil. 

GENERATION  II. 

Geffery  De  Nevil,  son  of  Gilbert  De  Nevile,  had  a  son,  Geoffrey  (Geffery)  De  Nevill. 

GENERATION  III. 

Geoffrey  (Geffery)  De  Nevill,  son  of  Geffery  De  Nevil,  and  grandson  of  Gilbert  De 
Nevile,  acquired  extensive  estates  through  his  wife,  the  heiress  of  Bulmer,  which  devolved 
upon  his  daughter,  Isabel,  among  them  Brancepeth,  which  continued  in  the  Nevill  family 
until  1569.  Geoffrey  died  in  1 194. 

Geoffrey  De  Nevill  married,  1167,  Emma,  daughter  and  heir  of  Bertram  de  Bulmer, 
Lord  of  Brancepeth,  a  great  baron  of  the  north.  Issue:  Isabel  De  Nevill. 

GENERATION  IV. 

Isabel  De  Nevill,  daughter  of  Geoffrey  (Geffery)  De  Nevill  and  his  wife  Emma  de  Bul¬ 
mer,  was  a  great  heiress.  She  married  Robert  Fitz-Maldred,  the  Saxon,  Lord  and  Baron  of 
Raby  in  the  bishopric  of  Durham;  inq.  p.m.  37  Hen.  Ill  [1253]. 

Robert  Fitz-Maldred  was  the  lineal  heir-male  of  Uchtred,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  in 
the  days  of  King  Edmund  Ironside,  that  is,  son  of  Dolfin,  son  of  Earl  Gospatric,  son  of 
Maldred  Fitz-Crinan,  by  Algitha,  dau.  of  the  said  Uchtred.  William  Playfair  in  British 
Family  Antiquity ,  Vol.  I,  p.  273,  lines  this  up  thusly:  “Robert  Fitz  Maldred,  Lord  and  Baron 
of  Raby  in  the  bishoprick  of  Durham,  was  the  son  of  Maldred  Fitz  Dolphin,  Lord  of  Raby 


. 

.  ■  -  i  •  ,  .  . 


402 


NEVILL 


and  of  Sandrope,  in  the  reigns  of  King  Henry  II  and  King  Richard  I,  who  was  the  son  of 
Uchede  Lord  of  Raby  in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror  and  Edward  the  Confessor,  son 
of  Gospatrick  Lord  of  Raby,  in  the  times  of  King  Harold  I  and  Canute.” 

Robert  Fitz-Maldred  and  his  wife  Isabel  De  Nevill  had  issue:  Geoffrey  De  Nevill. 

GENERATION  V. 

Geoffrey  De  Nevill,  Lord  of  Raby  and  Brancepeth,  son  of  Robert  Fitz-Maldred  and  his 
wife  Isabel  De  Nevill,  “who  by  reason  that  his  mother  was  so  great  an  inheritrix  assumed  the 
name  of  ‘Nevill’  ”,  and  inheriting  the  estates,  became  Geoffrey  De  Nevill.  He  married  Mar¬ 
garet  . .  and  had  issue:  Robert  De  Nevill. 

GENERATION  VI. 

Robert  De  Nevill,  Lord  of  Raby,  Brancepeth,  Sheriff  Hutton  and  Sandrope,  was  the 
elder  son  of  Geoffrey  De  Nevill  and  his  wife  Margaret.  In  1254,  Robert,  upon  doing  his 
fealty,  had  livery  of  all  the  lands  which  he  inherited  from  his  grandfather,  Robert  Fitz- 
Maldred,  and  added  the  saltire  to  his  coat.  In  1258,  he  was  Governor  of  the  Castles  of 
Norham  and  Werke;  and  in  1259  had  Bamborough  Castle;  Warden  of  all  the  King’s  forest 
beyond  Trent;  Captain  General  of  the  King’s  forces  beyond  Trent;  Sheriff  of  Yorkshire 
in  1263  and  Governor  of  the  Castle  of  York,  but  joined,  however,  the  baronial  banner; 
received  pardon,  and  was  made  Governor  of  Pickering  Castle,  Yorkshire. 

Robert  De  Nevill  died  in  the  10th  year  Edw.  I  [1282]  and  was  buried  in  the  Church  of 
the  Friars  Minor  at  York.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson,  Ranulph  or  Zanulph,  having 
married  Ida  (or  Joan),  relict  of  Robert  Bertram,  Baron  of  Mitford,  in  Northumberland. 

GENERATION  VII. 

Robert  De  Nevill,  Lord  of  Raby,  son  of  Robert  De  Nevill  and  his  wife  Ida  (or  Joan) 

. ,  died  6  June,  1271,  was  buried  at  Coverham,  Yorks,  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father, 

leaving  a  son  Ranulph,  who  succeeded  his  grandfather. 

Robert  De  Nevill  married  54  Hen.  Ill  [1269-70],  Mary,  elder  daughter  and  co-heir  of 
Ralph  Fitz-Randolph,  Lord  of  Middleham.  She  founded  a  Chantry  in  the  Parish  Church  at 
Thoraldby  and  at  Houghton.  Through  his  wife,  Mary,  Robert  acquired  the  manor  of  Mid¬ 
dleham,  with  the  manor  of  Carleton  and  the  forest  of  Coverdale. 

GENERATION  VIII. 

Ranulph  (or  Zanulph)  De  Nevill,  Lord  of  Raby,  son  of  Robert  De  Nevill  and  his  wife 
Mary  Fitz-Randolph,  being  in  minority  at  the  time  of  his  grandfather’s  decease,  obtained 
liberty  of  the  King  to  have  his  land  managed  by  friends,  and  in  1285  had  livery  of  part  of 
his  inheritance.  The  lordship  of  Middleham,  with  a  large  inheritance,  devolved  upon  him. 
Ranulph  was  summoned  to  parliament  as  a  Baron  1294-1331;  was  in  the  wars  of  France  and 
Scotland. 

Ranulph  De  Nevill  married  (1)  Eufemia,  daughter  of  Sir  John  de  Clavering,  who  was 
the  mother  of  Ranulph’s  two  sons.  He  mar.  (2)  Margery,  dau.  of  John,  son  of  Marmaduke  de 
Thweng,  but  left  no  issue  by  her.  Ranulph  died  5th  of  Edward  III  [1331-2]  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  only  surviving  son,  Ralph  De  Nevill. 

GENERATION  IX. 

Ralph  De  Nevill,  Lord  of  Raby  and  of  Middleham,  2nd  Baron,  son  of  Ranulph  De 
Nevill  and  his  first  wife,  Eufemia  de  Clavering,  was  summoned  to  parliament  from  1331- 
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1336.  This  nobleman,  in  the  time  of  his  father,  was  retained  by  indenture  to  serve  the  Lord 
Henry  de  Percy  for  life,  in  peace  and  war,  against  all  men  except  the  King.  In  1334,  he  was 
one  of  the  commissioners  sent  into  Scotland  to  see  that  the  covenants  between  Edward  de 
Baliol,  King  of  the  Scots,  and  his  royal  master  were  ratified.  Ralph  De  Nevill  was  constantly 
in  the  wars  of  Scotland  and  France.  He  died  Aug.  5,  1367,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of 
Durham. 

Ralph  De  Nevill  married  Alice,  daughter  of  Hugh  de  Audley.  She  mar.  (2)  Ralph,  Lord 
Greystock,  and  died  1374.  Ralph  De  Nevill  and  his  wife  Alice  de  Audley  had  issue:  Sir  John 
De  Nevill. 

GENERATION  X. 

Sir  John  De  Nevill,  3rd  Baron,  eldest  son  of  Ralph  De  Nevill  and  his  wife  Alice  de 
Audley,  was  summoned  to  parliament  as  Lord  Nevill,  of  Raby,  from  1368-1388.  This  noble¬ 
man  was  with  his  father  at  the  Battle  of  Durham  in  1347  and  received  the  honour  of  Knight¬ 
hood  in  1360.  In  1370,  Sir  John  was  constituted  Admiral  of  the  King’s  fleet;  in  1379,  he  was 
constituted  lieutenant  of  Aquitaine  and  likewise  seneschal  of  Bordeaux  and  a  KNIGHT 
OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  46).  Sir  John  died  17  Oct.,  1388,  at  Newcastle  and  was  buried  on 
the  south  side  of  the  nave  of  Durham  Cathedral. 

Sir  John  De  Nevill  married  (1)  Maud,  daughter  of  Henry,  Lord  Percy.  SEE  PERCY 
MANUSCRIPT.  He  married  (2)  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  William,  Lord  Latimer, 
K.  G.,  and  had  issue:  John  Nevill,  Lord  Latimer.  Sir  John  and  his  (1st)  wife,  Maud  Percy, 
had  issue:  Ralph  De  Nevill. 

GENERATION  XI. 

Ralph  De  Nevill,  4th  Baron,  Lord  Nevill  de  Raby  and  afterwards  1st  Earl  of  Westmore¬ 
land,  was  the  son  of  Sir  John  De  Nevill  and  his  (1st)  wife,  Maud  Percy.  He  was  summoned 
to  parliament  1389-1396,  and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  political  drama  of  his  day.  He  joined 
with  Thomas  Clifford  in  the  governorship  of  the  city  and  castle  of  Carlisle;  in  1398,  he  was 
Constable  of  the  Tower  of  London;  21st  Richard  II  [1397],  he  advanced  in  full  parliament  to 
the  dignity  of  Earl  of  Westmoreland;  had  a  grant  of  the  Co.  and  honour  of  Richmond  for  life; 
and  had  the  great  office  of  Earl  Marshal  of  England.  He  was  a  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GAR¬ 
TER  (No.  105),  and  he  died  Oct.  21,  1425. 

Ralph  De  Nevill  married  (1)  Lady  Margaret  Stafford,  dau.  of  Hugh,  Earl  Stafford,  K.  G., 
and  left  issue  by  her.  He  married  (2)  Joane  de  Beaufort,  the  Countess  of  Westmoreland, 
daughter  of  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  36), 
(4th  son  of  King  Echv.  Ill),  byhis  3rd  wife,  Katherine  Swynford;  and  widow  of  Robert,  Lord 
Ferrers,  Knt.,  of  Wem.  Joane  de  Beaufort  was  a  LADY  OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  30);  she 
had  Robes  in  1399-1401,  1405,  1408,  1409,  1413,  and  1416.  Her  mother  (Lady  Katherine 
Swynford)  was  a  LADY  OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  22),  who  had  Robes  in  1388,  1389,  1390, 
and  1395  to  1398. 

Lord  Ralph  De  Nevill  and  his  (2nd)  wife,  Joane  de  Beaufort,  had  issue:  Richard  Nevill. 

GENERATION  XII. 

Richard  Nevill,  eldest  son  of  Ralph  De  Nevill,  by  his  2nd  wife,  Joane  de  Beaufort,  was  Earl 
of  Warwick  and  Earl  of  Salisbury  by  letters  patent  dated  4  May,  1442.  He  obtained  from  King 
Henry  VI  numerous  substantial  grants,  and  some  of  the  highest  and  most  important  trusts; 
among  them,  he  was  warden  of  the  marches  towards  Scotland  and  governor  of  Carlisle;  and 
was  constituted  Lord  Great  Chamberlain  of  England.  Richard  Nevill  was  a  KNIGHT  OF 
THE  GARTER  (No.  152);  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  Battle  of  Wakefield  and  beheaded 
on  Dec.  31,  1460. 
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Sir  Richard  married  Lady  Alice  Montacute,  Lady  Salisbury  (d.  g  Dec.,  1462),  only 
daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  de  Montacute,  Earl  of  Salisbury.  SEE  MONTACUTE  MAN¬ 
USCRIPT.  Her  Ladyship  inherited  the  old  Baronies  of  Montacute  and  Monthermer,  which 
had  been  so  long  in  her  family,  and  had  in  her  right  (upon  her  father’s  decease)  the  title  of 
Earl  of  Salisbury,  carrying  it  in  marriage  to  her  husband,  who,  by  many  valiant  acts,  rendered 
himself  very  famous.  They  had  issue:  Lady  Alice  Nevill. 

GENERATION  XIII. 

Lady  Alice  Nevill,  daughter  of  Richard  Nevill,  Earl  of  Salisbury  and  his  wife  Lady  Alice 
Montacute,  married  Henry,  Lord  Fitz-Hugh,  5th  Baron,  who  died  1472.  SEE  FITZ-HUGH 
MANUSCRIPT. 

DESCENT  FROM  GILBERT  DE  NEVILE,  A  NORMAN,  WHO  SETTLED 

IN  LINCOLNSHIRE,  ENGLAND. 

TWENTY-FIVE  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Gilbert  De  Nevile  married  . 

II.  Geffery  De  Nevil  married . 

III.  Geoffrey  (Geffery)  De  Nevill  married  Emma  de  Bulmer. 

IV.  Isabel  De  Nevill  married  Robert  Fitz-Maldred. 

V.  Geoffrey  De  Nevill  (who  assumed  the  name  of  Nevill)  married  Margaret . 

VI.  Robert  De  Nevill  married  Ida  (or  Joan) . 

VII.  Robert  De  Nevill  married  Mary  Fitz-Randolph. 

VIII.  Ranulph  (or  Zanulph)  De  Nevill  married  Eufemia  de  Clavering. 

IX.  Ralph  De  Nevill  married  /Mice  de  Audley. 

X.  Sir  John  De  Nevill— K.  G.— married  (1)  Maud  Percy.  See  Percy  Manuscript. 

XI.  Ralph  De  Nevill— K.  G.— married  (2)  Joane  de  Beaufort— LADY  OF  THE  GAR¬ 
TER. 

XII.  Richard  Nevill— K.  G.— married  Lady  Alice  Montacute.  See  Montacute  Manuscript. 

XIII.  Lady  Alice  Nevill  married  Henry,  Lord  Fitz-Hugh,  CRUSADER.  See  Fitz-Hugh 
Manuscript. 

XIV.  Elizabeth  Fitz-Hugh  married  (2nd)  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux.  See  Vaux  Manuscript. 

XV.  Anna  Katherine  Vaux  married  Sir  George  Throckmorton.  See  Throckmorton  Man¬ 
uscript. 

XVI.  Margaret  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton)  married  (2nd)  Bryan  (Brian)  Cave.  See 
Cave  Manuscript. 

XVII.  Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  married  Elizabeth  Isham.  See  Isham  Manuscript. 

XVIII.  Elizabeth  Cave  married  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 

XIX.  Eusebius  Marbury  married  Frances  Quarells.  See  Quarles-Quarells  Manuscript. 
XX.  Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

XXL  Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

XXII.  Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

XXIII.  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 
XXIV.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 
XXV.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard 
Manuscript. 
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THE  MONTACUTE  FAMILY. 

“Arms:  Ar.  three  fusils  in  fesse,  gu.’’ 

The  ancestor  of  this  celebrated  family  of  Montacute,  Barons  Montacute,  Earls  of  Salis 
bury,  was  originally  named  Montaigue. 

The  following  lineage  was  compiledfrom  these  references: 

Burke’s  Extinct  Peerage  of  England  by  John  Burke,  1831,  pp.  359-362. 

Dormant  and  Extinct  Peerages  by  Sir  B.  Burke,  1866,  pp.  371-372. 

A  Complete  English  Peerage  by  Rev.  Alexander  Jacob,  pub.  London,  1767,  Vol.  I,  p.  361. 

The  Complete  Peerage,  G.  E.  Cokayne,  Vol.  9,  pp.  75,  82,  83. 

GENERATION  I. 

Drogo,  surnamed  De  Monte-Acuto  (Drew  de  Montagud),  Montacute,  or  Montague, 
came  into  England  with  Robert,  Earl  of  Moreton,  in  1066,  at  the  Conquest,  and  appears,  by 
Domesday  Book,  to  have  held  of  him  divers  manors  in  Somersetshire,  whereof  Sceptone  or 
Shepton  (Shipton)-Montacute,  was  one,  and  Sutone,  otherwise  Sutton-Montacute,  was  an¬ 
other.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Drew  (Drogo)  De  Montacute. 

GENERATION  II. 

Drew  (Drogo)  De  Montacute  (Monte-Acuto)  was  the  only  son  of  Drogo  De  Monte- 
Acuto  (Drew  de  Montagud).  He  had  issue:  Richard  De  Montacute. 

GENERATION  III. 

Richard  De  Montacute  (de  Monte  Acuto),  son  of  Drew  (Drogo)  De  Montacute  and 
grandson  of  Drogo  De  Monte-Acuto,  paid  20  marks  for  his  Knights’  fees,  upon  the  collection 
of  the  scutage  levied  in  1161.  He  attested  a  charter  of  Queen  Maud,  circa  1148;  and  gave 
land  in  Bishopstone  (i.e.  Montacute)  and  Thorne  to  Montacute  Priory  before  1160;  and 
also  made  grants  to  Bruton  Priory.  Richard  De  Montacute  died  between  1161  and  1 166,  and 
was  buried  at  Bruton.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Dru  (Drew  or  Drugo)  De  Montacute,  who 
died  s.p.  1167,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  and  heir,  William  De  Montacute. 

Richard  De  Montacute  married  Alice  (possibly  as  his  2nd  wife),  whose  parentage  is  not 
known.  She  survived  her  husband,  Richard  De  Montacute,  and  married  Alexander  De  Piro. 

GENERATION  IV. 

William  De  Montacute  (Montagu),  son  of  Richard  De  Montacute  and  his  wife  Alice, 
and  brother  and  heir  of  Dru  De  Montacute,  who  died  s.p.  1 167,  had  livery  of  his  inheritance 
in  1178.  William  was  custodian  of  Sherborne  Castle,  Sheriff  of  Somerset  and  Dorset  in 
1204-7,  and  a  justiciar  in  1208.  He  was  living  in  April,  but  died  circa  June,  1217,  when 
custody  of  his  lands  and  heir  was  granted  to  Alan  Basset,  from  whom  Isabel,  the  widow,  re¬ 
ceived  her  dower. 
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William  De  Montacute  married  Isabel,  whose  parentage  is  not  known,  and  had  issue: 
Drew  De  Montague. 

GENERATION  V. 

Drew  De  Montague,  son  and  heir  apparent  of  William  De  Montacute  and  his  wife 
Isabel,  d.  v.  p.  in  or  before  1216.  He  married  Aline,  daughter  of  Alan  Basset  of  Wycombe,  by 
Aline,  dau.  and  coheir  of  Philip  De  Gai.  Aline  De  Montague,  widow,  married  between  1219 
and  1224,  Richard  Talbot. 

Drew  De  Montague  and  his  wife  Aline  Basset  had  issue:  William  De  Montacute. 

GENERATION  VI. 

William  De  Montacute,  grandson  and  heir  of  William  De  Montacute,  and  son  of  Drew 
and  Aline  De  Montague,  was  under  age  in  1227.  He  was  heir  to  his  father  and  his  grand¬ 
father,  and  obtained  possession  of  his  lands  in  1234.  This  feudal  lord  had  military  summonses 
in  the  41st  and  42nd  of  Henry  III  [1257-1258],  to  march  against  the  Welch.  In  1236,  he  con¬ 
firmed  his  grandfather’s  gift  of  the  advowson  of  Shipton  Church  to  Bruton,  and  in  } uly,  1 244, 
made  a  grant  to  Christchurch,  Hants.  The  custody  of  his  lands  was  granted  to  Philip  Basset. 

William  De  Montacute  married  Berta  (Berthe),  whose  parentage  is  not  known.  She  was 
heiress  of  West  Lulworth,  and  was  living  in  1259.  Issue:  Simon  De  Montacute. 

GENERATION  VII. 

Simon  De  Montacute  (Montague),  son  and  heir  of  William  De  Montacute  and  his  wife 
Berta  (Berthe) . .  was  under  age  at  his  father’s  death.  He  was  one  of  the  most  emi¬ 

nent  persons  of  the  period  in  which  he  lived.  In  the  10  Edw.  I  [1282],  he  was  in  the  expedition 
made  into  Wales,  and  within  a  few  years  after,  received  considerable  grants  from  the  Crown. 
In  1294,  he  changed  the  family  arms  from  “azure,  a  griphon  segreiant  or’’  to  “argent,  three 
fusils  in  fess,  gules.”  In  the  same  year,  he  was  in  the  wars  of  France,  and  two  or  three  years 
later  was  fighting  in  Scotland.  I11  1299,  Simon  De  Montacute  was  constituted  Governor  of 
Corfe  Castle,  and  was  summoned  to  parliament  the  next  year,  as  a  Baron.  He  was  appointed 
Admiral  of  the  King’s  fleet,  then  employed  against  the  Scots,  in  1310,  and  three  years  later 
obtained  license  to  make  a  castle  of  his  mansion  house  at  Perlynton  in  Somersetshire.  Simon 
was  summoned  to  parliament  from  29  Dec.,  1299  to  16  Oct.,  1315,  by  writs  directed  “Sirnoni 
de  Monte  Acuto,”  whereby  he  is  held  to  have  become  Lord  Montagu.  He  died  26th  Septem¬ 
ber,  1316,  was  buried  2  Nov.,  1316,  in  Bruton  Priory,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  elder  son, 
William. 

Simon  De  Montacute  married  (1)  circa  1270,  Hawise,  daughter  of  Amauri  De  St. 
Amand.  She  was  dead  in  1287.  He  married  (2)  in  or  before  1287,  Isabel,  whose  parentage  is 
not  known.  She  was  living  in  the  spring  of  1290. 

GENERATION  VIII. 

Sir  William  De  Montacute,  K.  B.,  Lord  Montagu,  son  of  Simon  De  Montacute,  was  sum¬ 
moned  to  parliament  from  20  Nov.,  1317,  to  25  Aug.,  1318.  He  distinguished  himself  in  the 
wars  of  Scotland,  Wales  and  abroad,  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father,  and  was  made  a  KNIGHT 
OF  THE  BATH.  In  1316/7  he  was  Steward  of  the  King’s  household  and  was  constituted 
seneschal  of  the  Duchy  of  Aquitaine;  and  had  a  license  to  make  a  castle  of  his  house  at  Ker- 
syngton  in  Oxfordshire.  Sir  William  subsequently  obtained  other  extensive  grants  from  the 
crown,  such  as  the  manors  of  Gravesend,  Kent,  and  Kingsbury,  Somerset.  He  died  in  Gas¬ 
cony,  18  Oct.,  1319,  but  was  buried  at  St.  Frideswide,  now  Christ  Church,  Oxford  (Oxon). 
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Sir  William  De  Montacute  married,  circa  lags,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Peter,  Lord 
Montfort,  of  Beaudesert,  Co.  Warwick,  by  Maudhiswife.  Elizabeth  married  (2),  8  June,  1322, 
Thomas,  Lord  Furnival,  who  died  before  18  Apr.,  1332.  She  died  Aug.,  1354,  and  was  buried 
beside  her  first  husband  at  St.  Frideswide  (now  Christ  Church),  Oxford,  where  her  tomb  is 
still  to  be  seen  in  the  Latin  Chapel.  SEE  MONTFORT  MANUSCRIPT. 

Sir  William  De  Montacute  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Montfort  had  issue:  William  De  Mon¬ 
tacute. 

GENERATION  IX. 

William  De  Montacute,  Lord  Montagu,  son  of  Sir  William  De  Montacute  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  Montfort,  though  in  minority  in  132  1,  obtained  a  grant  from  the  King,  of  the  ward¬ 
ship  of  all  his  own  lands,  and  in  1323,  making  proof  of  his  age  and  doing  his  homage,  had  liv¬ 
ery  thereof.  He  was  summoned  to  parliament  in  1331;  and  created  Earl  of  Salisbury  1G  Mar., 
1 336/7;  and  made  a  KNIGHT  OF  THE  BATH,  and  had  an  allowance  of  robes  for  that  so¬ 
lemnity,  as  a  banneret.  For  apprehending  Roger  de  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March,  he  had  a  grant 
in  tail  to  himself  and  Katherine,  his  wife,  of  the  Castle  of  Sherburne  in  Co.  of  Dorset,  and  of 
several  other  manors  in  Southampton,  Berkshire,  Buckinghamshire  and  Cambridge.  In  1335, 
Sir  William  was  Governor  of  the  Isles  of  Guernsey,  Jersey  &c.,  and  in  1336  he  was  constable 
of  the  Tower  of  London.  For  achievements  in  Scottish  wars,  he  was  advanced  to  the  title  and 
dignity  of  Earl  of  Salisbury.  He  also  served  in  Flanders.  In  1344,  Sir  William  conquered  the 
Isle  of  Man  and  was  crowned  King  thereof.  He  died  30  Jan.,  1343/4  of  bruises  received  in  a 
tilting  at  Windsor,  and  was  buried  at  Bisham. 

Sir  William  De  Montacute  married  Katherine,  daughter  of  William,  Lord  Grandison. 
She  survived  her  husband  nearly  six  years,  and  was  buried  with  him  at  Bisham.  Issue:  Wil¬ 
liam  De  Montacute  and  Sir  John  De  Montacute.  William,  one  of  the  original  KNIGHTS 
OF  THE  GARTER,  died  without  issue,  and  his  honors  went  to  his  nephew.  Sir  John  De 
Montacute,  son  of  Sir  John  De  Montacute. 

GENERATION  X. 

Sir  John  De  Montacute,  Lord  Montague,  son  of  William  De  Montacute  and  his  wife, 
Katherine  Grandison,  was  born  in  London  and  baptized  in  St.  Paul’s.  He  was  a  distinguished 
warrior,  having  fought  in  the  campaign  in  France  (1346-47)  in  the  retinue  of  his  brother, 
the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  and  then  in  that  of  the  Prince  of  Wales;  in  the  battles  of  La  Hogue, 
Crecy  (1346),  and  at  the  siege  of  Calais,  which  fell  4  Aug.,  1347.  In  1354,  Sir  John  was  a 
Knight  of  the  Prince’s  household;  and  he  was  summoned  to  parliament  as  a  Baron  from 
1357  to  1389.  He  died  25  Feb.,  or  4  Mar.,  1389/90,  and  was  buried  in  Salisbury  Cathedral. 
H  is  will  was  dated  20  Mar.,  1388/9,  proved  10  Mar.,  1390/1. 

Sir  John  De  Montacute  married  Margaret  de  Monthermer,  before  the  end  of  1343,  only 
daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas,  Lord  Monthermer,  son  of  Ralph  de  Monthermer,  who  died 
1325.  Margaret  died  24  Mar.,  1394/5,  intestate,  adm.  granted  30  Mar.,  1395.  SEE  MON¬ 
THERMER  MANUSCRIPT.  Issue:  Sir  John  De  Montacute. 

GENERATION  XI. 

Sir  John  De  Montacute,  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  after  June  3,  1397  (No.  8g), 
Lord  Montacute  and  Lord  Monthermer,  3rd  Earl  of  Salisbury,  son  of  Sir  John  De  Montacute 
and  his  wife  Margaret  de  Monthermer,  succeeded  his  uncle,  William,  in  1397,  as  KNIGHT 
OF  THE  GARTER.  He  was  summoned  to  Parliament  in  1392.  This  Nobleman  was  no  less 
distinguished  in  the  field  than  his  martial  predecessors.  In  1398,  he  did  his  homage  and  had 
livery  of  the  lands  which  he  inherited  from  his  uncle;  and  in  1399,  he  was  constituted  Marshal 
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of  England,  in  the  absence  of  Thomas  Holand,  Duke  of  Surrey,  then  in  Ireland.  This  John, 
Earl  of  Salisbury,  was  one  of  the  most  zealous  of  the  sect  called  “Lollards”.  His  death  occurred 
upon  Jan.  7,  1399-1400,  and  all  his  honours  expired  under  the  subsequent  attainder,  but  King 
Henry,  taking  compassion  upon  his  widow  and  children,  restored  some  of  the  late  Earl’s  man¬ 
ors  in  Devonshire  for  their  support. 

Sir  John  De  Montacute  married  Lady  Maud— LADY  OF  THE  GARTER— daughter  of 
Sir  Adam  Francis,  Knt.,  of  London,  and  widow  of  John  Aubrey,  son  of  Andrew  Aubrey,  citi¬ 
zen  of  London,  and  of  Sir  Alan  Buxhull,  Knt.  Lady  Maud  Montacute  had  Robes  in  1405, 
1408,  1409,  1413,  and  1416.  Issue:  Thomas  De  Montacute. 

GENERATION  XII. 

Thomas  De  Montacute  (Montagu),  Lord  Montacute  and  Lord  Monthermer,  son  of  Sir 
John  De  Montacute  and  his  wife,  Lady  Maud  Francis,  was  granted  a  large  proportion  of  his 
father’s  estates,  and  within  a  few  years  (142  1),  the  King  restored  him  to  the  Earldom  of  Salis¬ 
bury,  and  the  other  honours.  He  was  concerned  in  many  military  exploits,  and  as  he  lived, 
so  he  died,  in  the  service  of  his  country,  being  mortally  wounded  when  commanding  the  Eng¬ 
lish  army  at  the  siege  of  Orleans,  Nov.  3,  1428.  Thomas  De  Montacute  was  a  KNIGHT  OF 
THE  GARTER  after  Jan.  8,  1413-14  (No.  121).  He  married  ( 1)  Lady  Eleanor  Holland  (Plan- 
tagenet),  daughter  of  Thomas  de  Holand— KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER— and  his  wife 
Alice  Fitz-Alan— LADY  OF  THE  GARTER  and  sister  and  co-heir  of  Edmund,  Earl  of  Kent. 
SEE  HOLLAND  MANUSCRIPT.  They  had  issue  an  only  daughter,  Alice.  Sir  Thomas  mar¬ 
ried  (2)  Alice,  daughter  of  Thomas  Chaucer,  Esq.,  and  widow  of  Sir  John  Philipps,  Knt.,  but 
had  no  issue  by  her. 

GENERATION  XIII. 

Lady  Alice  Montacute,  only  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  De  Montacute,  K.  G.,  and  his  (1) 
wife.  Lady  Eleanor  Holland  (Plantagenet),  received  her  father’s  estates  and  carried  them  by 
marriage  to  the  Nevills.  She  was  Countess  of  Salisbury,  having  succeeded  her  father  in  the 
Earldom  of  Salisbury,  and  the  title  passed  from  her  to  her  elder  son,  Richard  Neville.  She  died 
9  Dec.,  14G2. 

Lady  Alice  married  Sir  Richard  de  Nevill— KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  before  Apr. 
22,  1438  (No.  152)— styled  Earl  of  Salisbury,  son  of  Ralph,  1st  Earl  of  Westmoreland.  To  him 
through  his  marriage  was  conveyed  the  Baronies  of  Montacute,  created  by  writ  in  1300, 
and  Monthermer.  Sir  Richard  de  Nevill  died  Dec.  31,  1460.  SEE  NEVILL  MANUSCRIPT. 

DESCENT  FROM  DROGO,  SURNAMED  DE  MONTE-ACUTO  (DREW  DE 

MONTAGUD)  or  MONTACUTE. 

TWENTY-SIX  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Drogo  De  Monte-Acuto  married . 

II.  Drew  (Drogo)  De  Montacute  married . 

III.  Richard  De  Montacute  married  Alice . 

IV.  William  De  Montacute  married  Isabel . 

V.  Drew  De  Montague  married  Aline  Basset. 

VI.  William  De  Montacute  married  Berta  (Berthe) . 

VII.  Simon  De  Montacute  married  (1)  Hawise  De  St.  Amand;  mar.  (2)  Isabel . 

VIII.  Sir  William  De  Montacute-KNIGHT  OF  THE  BATH-married  Elizabeth 
Montfort.  See  Montfort  Manuscript. 
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IX.  Sir  William  De  Montacute-KNIGHT  OF  THE  BATH-married  Katherine 
Grandison. 

X.  Sir  John  De  Montacute  married  Margaret  de  Monthermer.  See  Monthermer  Man¬ 
uscript. 

XI.  Sir  John  De  Montacute-KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER-married  Lady  Maud 
Francis-LADY  OF  THE  GARTER. 

XII.  Sir  Thomas  De  Montacute-KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER-married  (1)  Lady 
Eleanor  Holland  (IMantagenet)— See  Holland  Manuscript. 

XIII.  Lady  Alice  Montacute,  Countess  of  Salisbury,  married  Sir  Richard  de  Nevill— 
KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER.  See  Nevill  Manuscript. 

XIV.  Lady  Alice  Nevill  married  Henry,  Lord  Fitz-Hugh— CRUSADER.  See  Fitz-Hugh 
Manuscript. 

XV.  Elizabeth  Fitz-Hugh  married  (2nd)  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux.  See  Vaux  Manuscript. 

XVI.  Anna  Katherine  Vaux  married  Sir  George  Throckmorton.  See  Throckmorton  Man¬ 
uscript. 

XVII.  Margaret  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton)  married  (2nd)  Bryan  (Brian)  Cave.  See 
Cave  Manuscript. 

XVIII.  Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  married  Elizabeth  Isham.  See  Isham  Manuscript. 

XIX.  Elizabeth  Cave  married  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 

XX.  Eusebius  Marbury  married  Frances  Quarells.  See  Quarles-Quarells  Manuscript. 

XXL  Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

XXII.  Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

XXIII.  Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

XXIV.  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

XXV.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

XXVI.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 
script. 
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THE  MONTFORT  FAMILY. 
“Arms:  Bendy  of  ten,  or  and  az.” 


The  following  lineage  of  the  Montfort  family— Barons  Montfort— was  compiled  from 
these  references: 

Burke’s  Extinct  Peerage  of  England,  John  Burke  (1831),  pp.  355-356,  also  p.  217. 

The  Complete  Peerage ,  G.  E.  Cokayne,  Vol.  9,  pp.  120-127. 


GENERATION  I. 
Thurstan  de  Bastenburgh  married  . 

fort. 


Issue:  Hugh  de  Mont- 


GENERATION  II. 

Hugh  de  Montfort,  son  of  Thurstan  de  Bastenburgh,  was  commonly  called  “Hugh  with 
a  Beard”.  He  accompanied  William  the  Conqueror  into  England  and  aided  that  prince’s  tri¬ 
umph  at  Hastings,  for  which  eminent  service  he  obtained  divers  fair  lordships,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  general  survey,  was  possessor  of  twenty-eight  in  Kent,  with  a  large  portion  of  Rom¬ 
ney  Marsh;  sixteen  in  Essex;  fifty-one  in  Suffolk;  and  nineteen  in  Norfolk.  This  gallant  sol¬ 
dier  eventually  lost  his  life  in  a  duel  with  Walcheline  de  Ferrers,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Hugh  de  Montfort. 

GENERATION  III. 

Hugh  de  Montfort,  son  of  Hugh  de  Montfort,  had  by  his  (1st)  wife . , 

two  sons,  Robert  and  Hugh,  both  of  whom  d.  s.  p.  in  pilgrimages  to  the  Holy  Land.  He  had  a 
daughter,  Alice  de  Montfort,  by  his  (2nd)  wife, . . . 


GENERATION  IV. 

Alice  de  Montfort,  daughter  of  Hugh  de  Montfort  and  his  (2nd)  wife, . . . 

married  Gilbert  de  Gant,  youngest  son  of  Baldwin  VI,  Count  of  Flanders.  This  Gilbert  died 
in  the  reign  of  William  Rufus  [1087-1100].  Issue:  Hugh  de  Montfort  (Olim  Gant). 


GENERATION  V. 

Hugh  de  Montfort  (Olim  Gant),  son  of  Gilbert  de  Gant  and  his  wife  Alice  de  Montfort, 
on  account  of  his  mother  being  so  great  an  heiress,  assumed  the  name  of  Montfort,  inherited 
all  the  possessions  of  his  grandfather,  and  was  called  Hugh  the  Fourth.  He  joined  with  his 
wife’s  brother,  Waleran,  and  all  those  who  endeavoured  to  advance  William,  son  of  Robert 
Curthose,  against  King  Henry  I,  in  1124,  and  entering  Normandy  for  that  purpose,  he  was 
made  a  prisoner  with  the  said  Waleran,  and  was  confined  for  fourteen  years.  The  time  of  his 
death  is  not  ascertained.  Hugh  de  Montfort  married  Adeline,  daughter  of  Robert  Bellomont 
(or  Beaumont),  Earl  of  Mellent.  Issue:  Thurstan  de  Montfort. 
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GENERATION  VI. 

Thurstan  de  Montfort,  son  of  Hugh  de  Montfort  and  his  wife  Adeline  Bellomont  (or 
Beaumont),  succeeded  his  brother  Robert,  in  1141;  and  being  enfeoffed  of  divers  fair  lord- 
ships  by  Henry  de  Newburgh,  the  1st  Earl  of  Warwick,  he  erected  a  stony  castle,  called  “Bel- 
desert”,  at  the  chief  seat  of  his  family  in  Warwickshire,  which  it  continued  for  several  sub¬ 
sequent  ages.  Thurstan  and  his  brother  gave  to  Thorney  Abbey  a  moiety  of  the  vill  and  of  the 
church,  and  the  mill  of  Wing,  Co.  Rutland,  and  also  made  a  gift  to  Guisborough. 

Thurstan  de  Montfort  married  Juliane,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Geoffrey  Murdac.  Issue: 
Henry  de  Montfort. 

GENERATION  VII. 

Henry  de  Montfort,  son  of  Thurstan  de  Montfort  and  his  wife  Juliane  Murdac,  and 
brother  and  heir  of  Robert,  whom  he  succeeded  by  1 185,  regained  the  manor  of  Wellesbourne 
(2nd  of  Richard  I  [1 191]),  in  the  co.  of  Warwick,  commonly  called  Wellesbourne-Montfort, 
whereof  he  had  been  dispossessed  by  King  Henry  II.  He  was  dead  in  the  spring  of  1 199,  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Thurston  de  Montfort. 

GENERATION  VIII. 

Thurston  de  Montfort,  son  of  Henry  de  Montfort,  was  a  minor  when  he  succeeded  his 
father  in  or  before  1 199.  He  had  great  lawsuits,  in  King  John’s  time,  with  Eustace  de  Stute- 
vill  and  Nicholas  de  Stutevill,  regarding  a  portion  of  the  lordship  of  Cotingham  in  the  co.  of 
York.  In  the  summer  of  1206,  Thurston  was  abroad  in  the  King’s  service;  in  1210,  he  was 
serving  the  King  in  Ireland;  and  in  1214,  he  was  excused  the  scutage  of  Poitou  because  he 
fought  himself.  He  appears  to  have  joined  in  the  rebellion  against  John,  and  in  March  1215-6, 
he  had  letters  of  safe  conduct  on  coming  to  the  King.  Thurston  de  Montfort  died  before  21 
Nov.,  and  possibly  before  23  July,  1216,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Peter  de  Montfort. 

GENERATION  IX. 

Peter  (Piers)  de  Montfort,  son  of  Thurston  de  Montfort,  was  a  minor  at  his  father’s 
death,  and  still  under  age  in  Oct.,  1231.  In  1236,  he  went  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Santiago  with 
William  de  Cauntelo,  the  younger,  and  was  with  the  King  in  the  unsuccessful  expedition  to 
Poitou  in  1242.  In  the  early  autumn  of  1248,  Peter  went  overseas  with  Simon  de  Montfort, 
who  had  just  been  appointed  Seneschal  of  Gascony,  and  later  supported  him  against  the  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  Gascons.  He  presumably  returned  to  England  in  1250  or  early  in  1251,  for  he 
had  custody  of  the  castle  of  Harestan  (Horston,  in  Horsley,  co.  Derby)  from  4  Mar.,  1250/1 
to  29  Nov.,  1252.  He  appears  to  have  accompanied  Prince  Edward  in  the  summer  of  1254  on 
his  journey  to  Spain  for  his  marriage  with  Eleanor  of  Castile.  I11  Sept.,  1257,  Peter  de  Montfort 
was  appointed  to  guard  the  March  of  Wales  in  Montgomery,  and  to  keep  the  counties  of 
Salop  and  Staffs,  with  the  castles  of  Shrewsbury  and  Bridgnorth;  and  in  May,  1258,  he  had  a 
grant  of  Ellesmere  Castle  for  18  years.  This  feudal  lord,  for  several  years,  in  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  III  [12  16-1272],  took  an  active  part  in  the  wars  of  that  monarch,  but  at  length,  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Barons’  insurrection,  he  became  one  of  the  most  zealous  amongst  those 
turbulent  lords,  and  after  the  battle  of  Lewes,  he  was  of  the  nine  nominated  to  rule  the  king¬ 
dom— in  which  station  he  enjoyed  and  exercised  more  than  regal  power— but  of  short  dura¬ 
tion,  for  he  fell  at  the  subsequent  conflict  of  Evesham,  4  Aug.,  1265,  so  disastrous  to  the  baro¬ 
nial  cause. 

Peter  de  Montfort  married  in  or  before  1228,  Alice,  daughter  of  Henry  de  Audley 
(Aldithley),  a  great  Staffordshire  baron.  Alice  survived  her  husband  in  1265.  Issue:  Peter  de 
Montfort. 
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GENERATION  X. 

Peter  (Piers)  de  Montfort,  eldest  son  of  Peter  de  Montfort  and  his  wife  Alice  de  Audley 
(Aldithley),  participated  in  his  father’s  treasons,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Ev¬ 
esham,  but  being  allowed  the  benefit  of  the  dictum  of  Kenilworth,  he  was  restored  to  his  pa¬ 
ternal  inheritance,  and  afterwards  enjoyed  the  favour  of  King  Edw.  I,  in  whose  Welsh  wars  he 
took  a  very  active  part.  In  1268,  Peter  gave  the  advowson  of  Ponteland,  Northumberland, 
which  his  father  had  bought,  to  his  friend  Walter  de  Merton  for  his  newly  founded  college  at 
Oxford.  In  Feb.,  1271/2,  he  had  protection  for  going  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Santiago,  and  he  went 
again  in  Jan.,  1274/5.  In  Nov.  1276,  he  was  one  of  the  magnates  at  a  Council  at  Westminster 
concerned  with  Llewelyn  and  Welsh  affairs,  and  the  following  February  he  was  going  to  Wales 
in  the  King’s  service.  Peter  gave  the  manor  of  Greetham  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham  for  a  hospi¬ 
tal  for  the  sick  and  poor.  A  market  and  fair  at  Uppingham  were  granted  to  him  in  June,  1281, 
and  in  April,  1282,  he  was  summoned  to  serve  in  person  against  the  Welsh. 

Peter  de  Montfort  married,  circa  12G0,  Maud,  daughter  and  heir  of  Matthew,  son  of 
Henry  De  La  Mare,  with  whom  he  had  Ashtead  in  Surrey.  Peter  died  before  4  Mar.,  1286-7, 
leaving  a  daughter  Elizabeth,  and  a  son  and  heir  John. 

GENERATION  XI. 

Elizabeth  de  Montfort,  daughter  of  Peter  de  Montfort  and  his  wife  Maud  De  La  Mare, 
married  (1)  William  de  Monticute  (Montacute),  son  and  heir  of  Simon  de  Monticute.  He  died 
in  Gascony,  but  was  buried  at  St.  Frideswide,  now  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  in  1320.  SEE 
MONTACUTE  MANUSCRIPT.  Elizabeth  de  Montfort  married  (2)  Sir  Thomas  de  Furni- 
val. 


DESCENT  FROM  THURSTAN  DE  BASTENBURGH  AND  THE  MONTFORT 

FAMILY-BARONS  MONTFORT 

TWENTY-NINE  GENERATIONS 

I.  Thurstan  de  Bastenburgh  married . 

II.  Hugh  de  Montfort  married . . . 

III.  Hugh  de  Montfort  married  (2) . 

IV.  Alice  de  Montfort  married  Gilbert  de  Gant. 

V.  Hugh  de  Montfort  (Olim  Gant),  who  assumed  the  name  of  Montfort,  married 
Adeline  Bellomont  (or  Beaumont). 

VI.  Thurstan  de  Montfort  married  Juliane  Murdac. 

VII.  Henry  de  Montfort  married  . 

VIII.  Thurston  de  Montfort  married . 

IX.  Peter  (Piers)  de  Montfort  married  Alice  de  Audley  (Aldithley). 

X.  Peter  (Piers)  de  Montfort  married  Maud  De  La  Mare. 

XI.  Elizabeth  de  Montfort  married  William  de  Monticute  (Montacute)— KNIGHT 
OF  THE  BATH.  See  Montacute  Manuscript. 

XII.  Sir  William  De  Montacute— KNIGHT  OF  THE  BATH— married  Katherine 
Grandison. 

XIII.  Sir  John  De  Montacute  married  Margaret  de  Monthermer.  See  Monthermer  Man¬ 
uscript. 

XIV.  Sir  John  De  Montacute— KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER— married  Lady  Maud 
Francis-LADY  OF  THE  GARTER. 
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XV. 

XVI. 

XVII. 

XVIII. 

XIX. 

XX. 

XXI. 

XXII. 

XXIII. 

XXIV. 

XXV. 

XXVI. 

XXVII. 

XXVIII. 

XXIX. 


Sir  Thomas  De  Montacute— KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER— married  (1)  Lady 
Eleanor  Holland  (Plantagenet).  See  Holland  Manuscript. 

Lady  Alice  Montacute,  Countess  of  Salisbury,  married  Sir  Richard  de  Nevill— 
KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER.  See  Nevill  Manuscript. 

Lady  Alice  Nevill  married  Henry,  Lord  Fitz-Hugh— CRUSADER.  See  Fitz-Hugh 
Manuscript. 

Elizabeth  Fitz-Hugh  married  (2nd)  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux.  See  Vaux  Manuscript. 
Anna  Katherine  Vaux  married  Sir  George  Throckmorton.  See  Throckmorton 
Manuscript. 

Margaret  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton)  married  (2nd)  Bryan  (Brian)  Cave.  See 
Cave  Manuscript. 

Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  married  Elizabeth  Isham.  See  Isham  Manuscript. 

Elizabeth  Cave  married  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 
Eusebius  Marbury  married  Frances  Quarells.  See  Quarles-Quarells  Manuscript. 
Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 
Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manu¬ 
script. 

Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Man¬ 
uscript. 
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THE  MONTHERMER  FAMILY. 

“Arms:  Or,  an  eagle  displayed,  vert,  membered  and  beaked,  gu.” 

The  following  lineage  of  the  Monthermer  family— Baron  Monthermer,  Earl  of  Glouces¬ 
ter  and  Hertford— was  compiled  from  these  references: 

Burke’s  Extinct  Peerage  of  England ,  John  Burke  (1831),  p.  365. 

The  Complete  Peerage,  by  G.  E.  Cokayne,  Vol.  9,  pp.  140-144. 

GENERATION  I. 

Ralph  de  Monthermer,  Esq.,  had  the  title  of  Earl  of  Gloucester  and  Hertford,  in  right  of 
his  wife,  and  was  summoned  to  Parliament  as  such  from  6  Feb.,  1299  to  3  Nov.,  1306.  In  1298, 
he  was  in  the  expedition  then  made  into  Scotland,  and  his  valiant  behaviour  led  the  King  to 
render  to  him  and  his  wife,  the  said  Joane,  the  castle  and  honour  of  Tonebrugge,  with  other 
lands  in  Kent,  Surrey,  and  Sussex;  as  also  the  Isle  of  Portland,  and  divers  other  estates  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  said  Joane,  which  had  been  seized  by  the  Crown  in  consequence  of  her  marriage 
without  license  with  the  said  Ralph,  and  the  King  became  much  attached  to  his  son-in-law.  In 
13°3»  1304,  and  1306,  Ralph  was  again  in  Scotland,  and  in  the  contest  with  Bruce,  King  Ed¬ 
ward  conferred  upon  him  the  whole  of  Anandale,  with  the  title  of  Earl  of  Atholl.  On  the  24th 
of  June,  1307,  he  was  appointed  Keeper  of  Cardiff  Castle;  in  1309  and  later,  he  was  summoned 
for  military  service  against  the  Scots;  and  in  Aug.,  13 1 1,  he  was  the  King’s  Lieutenant  in  Scot¬ 
land.  From  1309  to  1324,  Ralph  was  summoned  to  Parliament  as  a  Baron.  He  died  5  Apr., 
1325,  and  was  buried  in  the  Grey  Friars’  Church,  Salisbury;  aged  63.  His  will  was  enrolled,  as 
regards  his  London  property,  at  the  Husting  Court,  London,  on  the  Monday  before  St.  Mar¬ 
garet,  1325. 

Ralph  de  Monthermer,  Esq.,  married  in  1297,  (0  Lady  Joane  Plantagenet  (commonly 
called  Joane  of  Acres),  daughter  of  King  Edward  I,  and  widow  of  Gilbert,  Earl  of  Clare, 
Gloucester  and  Hertford.  Joane  of  Acres  died  I  Edw.  II  [23  Apr.  1307],  leaving  two  sons, 
Thomas  and  Edward,  by  Ralph  de  Monthermer.  Ralph  de  Monthermer,  Esq.,  married  (2), 
before  20  Nov.  1318,  Isabel,  widow  of  John  de  Hastings  (d.  1313),  and  sister  and  coheir  of 
Aymer  de  Valence,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  but  had  no  issue  by  her.  She  died  4  or  5  Dec.,  1334. 

GENERATION  II. 

Thomas  de  Monthermer,  Lord  Monthermer,  son  of  Ralph  de  Monthermer,  Esq.,  and  his 
(1st)  wife.  Lady  Joane  Plantagenet,  was  born  4  Oct.,  1301,  and  baptized  by  John,  Bishop  of 
Llandaff.  He  was  Knighted  in  1327,  and  was  one  of  the  guardians  of  the  coast  against  the  Scots 
in  July,  1333.  Thomas  was  in  Edward  Ill’s  expedition  to  Flanders  in  June,  and  was  slain  at 
the  Battle  of  Sluys,  24  June,  1340.  He  died  without  male  issue,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and 
heiress,  Margaret. 

Thomas  de  Monthermer  married  Margaret,  probably  the  widow  of  Henry  Teyes  (Lord 
Teyes).  She  died  on  the  1 5th,  22nd  or  26th  of  May,  1349. 
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GENERATION  III. 

Margaret  de  Monthermer,  Baroness  Monthermer,  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas 
de  Monthermer  and  his  wife  Margaret,  was  born  14  Oct.,  1329  at  Stokenham,  and  was  baptized 
in  the  Church  of  St.  Humbert.  Margaret  married  2  July,  1340,  Sir  John  de  Montacute, 
younger  son  of  William  de  Montague,  Earl  of  Salisbury.  He  was  summoned  to  parliament  as 
a  Baron  from  1357  to  1389.  SEE  MONTACUTE  MANUSCRIPT.  Margaret  carried  to  the 
family  of  Montacute  the  Barony  of  Monthermer.  She  died  24  March,  1394-5- 

DESCENT  FROM  RALPH  DE  MONTHERMER,  ESQ.,  EARL  OF  GLOUCESTER 

AND  HERTFORD. 

NINETEEN  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Ralph  de  Monthermer,  Esq.,  married  (1)  Lady  Joane  Plantagenet. 

II.  Thomas  de  Monthermer,  Lord  Monthermer,  married  Margaret . 

III.  Margaret  de  Monthermer,  Baroness  Monthermer,  married  Sir  John  de  Montacute. 
See  Montacute  Manuscript. 

IV.  Sir  John  De  Montacute  —  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  —  married  Lady  Maud 
Francis  -  LADY  OF  THE  GARTER. 

V.  Sir  Thomas  De  Montacute  -  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  -  married  (1)  Lady 
Eleanor  Holland  (Plantagenet). See  Holland  Manuscript. 

VI.  Lady  Alice  Montacute,  Countess  of  Salisbury,  married  Sir  Richard  de  Nevill  — 
KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER.  See  Nevill  Manuscript. 

VII.  Lady  Alice  Nevill  married  Henry,  Lord  Fitz-Hugh  —  CRUSADER.  See  Fitz-Hugh 
Manuscript. 

VIII.  Elizabeth  Fitz-Hugh  married  (2nd)  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux.  See  Vaux  Manuscript. 

IX.  Anna  Katherine  Vaux  married  Sir  George  Throckmorton.  See  Throckmorton 
Manuscript. 

X.  Margaret  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton)  married  (2nd)  Bryan  (Brian)  Cave.  See 
Cave  Manuscript. 

XI.  Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  married  Elizabeth  Isham.  See  Isham  Manuscript. 

XII.  Elizabeth  Cave  married  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 

XIII.  Eusebius  Marbury  married  Frances  Quarells.  See  Quarles-Quarells  Manuscript. 

XIV.  Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

XV.  Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

XVI.  Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  Sec  Bayne  Manuscript. 

XVII.  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 
XVIII.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 
XIX.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Man¬ 
uscript. 
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THE  HOLLAND  FAMILY. 


“Arms:—  Az.  semy  de  lis,  a  lion  rampant  guardant,  or.’’ 

That  the  family  of  Holland  —  Barons  Holland,  Earls  of  Kent,  and  Barons  Woodstock 
and  Wake,  Duke  of  Surrey  —  was  of  great  antiquity  in  the  county  of  Lancaster  is  evident 
from  the  register  of  Cokersand  Abbey,  to  which  religious  house  some  of  its  members  were 
benefactors,  in  King  John’s  time. 

The  following  lineage  was  compiled  from  these  references: 

Burke’s  Extinct  Peerage  of  England  —  John  Burke  (1831)  —  pp.  266,  267,  268. 

The  Worthies  of  Devon  by  John  Prince,  pp.  500-501. 

The  Complete  Peerage,  G.  E.  Cokayne,  Vol.  6,  pp.  528-533. 


GENERATION  I. 
Robert  de  Holand  had  issue,  Thurstan  de  Holand. 


GENERATION  II. 

Thurstan  de  Holand,  son  of  Robert  de  Holand,  had  issue,  Sir  Robert  De  Holand. 


GENERATION  III. 


Sir  Robert  De  Holand,  son  of  Thurstan  de  Holand,  was  of  Upholland,  Co.  Lane.  He  and 
his  wife  were  in  a  suit  about  Samlesbury  i  n  1276.  The  date  of  his  death  is  uncertain,  probably 
about  1300.  Sir  Robert  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheir  of  William  De  Samlesbury, 
who  survived  her  husband,  and  was  living  in  1311.  Issue:  Sir  Robert  De  Holland. 


GENERATION  IV. 


Sir  Robert  De  Holland,  son  of  Sir  Robert  De  Holand  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Samlesbury, 
was  born  probably  about  1270;  in  1292,  his  lather  settled  upon  him  a  tenement  in  Pemberton 
and  Orrell.  Sir  Robert  was  in  the  wars  of  Scotland  in  1303.  He  became  a  favourite  official  of 
Thomas,  Earl  of  Lancaster,  and  thus  grew  in  importance  and  wealth;  was  a  Commissioner 
in  1304,  and  was  a  Knight  in  1307.  He  was  Justice  of  Chester  several  times  between  1307  and 
1320,  and  in  1312,  he  was  Governor  of  Beeston  Castle,  Co.  Chester.  In  1310,  Sir  Robert 
founded  a  college  of  priests  in  the  Chapel  of  St.  Thomas  at  Upholland,  but  eight  years  later 
altered  it  to  a  Priory  of  Benedictine  Monks.  In  1307,  he  obtained  large  territorial  grants  from 
the  Crown  of  the  manors  of  Melburne,  Newton,  Osmundeston,  Swarkeston,  Chelardeston, 
Normanton  and  Wybeleston  in  the  Co.  of  Derby,  and  in  1314-1316  had  a  military  summons 
to  march  against  the  Scots.  From  1314-1321,  Sir  Robert  was  summoned  to  parliament,  by 
writs  directed  “Roberto  de  Holand”,  whereby  he  is  held  to  have  become  Lord  Holand.  In 
1319  he  had  a  license  to  make  a  castle  of  his  manor  house  of  Bagworth,  Co.  of  Leicester.  Sir 
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Robert  was  beheaded  on  the  7th  of  October,  1328,  near  Henley  Park  towards  Windsor,  and  is 
said  to  have  been  buried  in  Grey  Friars’  Church  at  Preston,  Lancs. 

Sir  Robert  De  Holand  married,  about  1311,  Maud  (Mawde),  one  of  the  daughters  and 
co-heirs  of  Alan  le  Zouch,  Lord  Zouche,  of  Ashby,  Co.  Leicester.  Maud  died  31  May,  1349, 
and  was  buried  at  Brackley.  Issue:  Sir  Thomas  De  Holland.  SEE  ZOUCH  MANUSCRIPT. 

GENERATION  V. 

Sir  Thomas  De  Holland,  second  son  of  Robert  De  Holand,  Lord  Holland,  and  his  wife 
Maud  le  Zouche,  was  engaged  in  the  wars  of  France  (1341-1347),  and,  in  the  last  year  com¬ 
manded  the  van  of  Prince  Edward’s  army  at  the  famous  battle  of  Cressy.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  KNIGHTS  OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  13),  Apr.  23,  1348,  and  was  summoned 
to  parliament  as  a  Baron.  In  1355,  Sir  Thomas  was  made  Lieutenant  and  Captain  General  of 
the  Dukedom  of  Britanny,  and,  in  1357,  was  governor  of  the  islands  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey. 
He  was  summoned  to  parliament  as  Lord  Holland  in  1354-1358,  but  in  1360,  he  assumed  the 
title  of  7th  Earl  of  Kent,  and  was  so  summoned  in  right  of  his  wife,  and  in  this  year,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  the  King’s  Lieutenant  and  Captain  General  in  France  and  Normandy.  He  died  in 
Normandy  26  or  28  Dec.,  1360. 

Sir  Thomas  De  Holland  married,  about  1339,  as  her  second  husband,  Joane  Plantagenet 
(LADY  OF  THE  GARTER  [No.  2],  had  Robes  1379,  1384  and  1385),  who  was  celebrated 
for  her  beauty  under  the  name  of  “The  Fair  Maid  of  Kent”,  only  surviving  daughter  of  Ed¬ 
mund  Plantagenet,  surnamed  “of  Woodstock”,  Earl  of  Kent,  3rd  son  of  King  Edward  I.  This 
distinguished  woman  inherited,  upon  the  decease  of  her  brother  John,  in  1352,  Earl  of  Kent, 
Lord  Wake  and  Lord  Woodstock,  that  dignity  with  the  Barony  of  Woodstock,  honours  of  her 
father  and  the  Barony  of  Wake,  a  dignity  of  her  mother’s,  from  which  latter  peerage  she 
styled  herself  “Lady  of  Wake.”  Joane  married  (3)  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  and  was  the 
mother  of  King  Richard  II.  She  died  8  July,  1385.  Sir  Thomas  De  Holland  and  his  wife 
Joane  Plantagenet  had  issue:  Thomas  De  Holland. 

GENERATION  VI. 

Thomas  De  Holland  -  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  58)  after  1376,  8th  Earl  of 
Kent,  Baron  Woodstock,  Baron  Wake  and  Lord  Holland,  was  the  son  of  Sir  Thomas  De  Hol¬ 
land  and  his  wife  Joane  Plantagenet.  He  was  engaged  in  the  French  wars,  in  the  immediate 
retinue  of  his  gallant  stepfather,  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  and  attained  distinction  at  the 
battle  of  Castle.  At  his  mother’s  decease  in  1386,  Thomas  had  special  livery  of  all  the  lands  of 
her  inheritance.  He  was  also  constituted  Marshal  of  England,  but  was  afterwards  released 
from  that  office  and  appointed  Governor  of  Carisbroke  Castle  for  life.  He  died  Apr.  25,  1397. 

Sir  Thomas  De  Holland  married  Lady  Alice  Fitz-Alan,  the  Countess  of  Kent  —  LADY 
OF  THE  GARTER  (had  Robes  1389-1401),  daughter  of  Richard,  Earl  of  Arundel, 
KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER,  and  his  2nd  wife,  Lady  Eleanor  Plantagenet,  dau.  of  Henry, 
Earl  of  Lancaster,  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER.  SEE  FITZ-ALAN  OF  ARUNDEL 
MANUSCRIPT.  Issue:  Lady  Eleanor  Holland  (Plantagenet). 

GENERATION  VII. 

Lady  Eleanor  Holland  (Plantagenet),  daughter  of  Thomas  Holland,  8th  Earl  of  Kent, 
and  his  wife  Lady  Alice  Fitz-Alan,  married,  as  his  first  wife,  Thomas  Montacute,  Earl  of  Salis¬ 
bury,  1409,  who  died  in  the  service  of  his  country,  being  mortally  wounded  when  command¬ 
ing  the  English  Army  at  the  siege  of  Orleans  in  1428.  He  was  a  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GAR¬ 
TER.  SEE  MONTACUTE  MANUSCRIPT. 
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DESCENT  FROM  ROBERT  DE  HOLAND  OF  THE  FAMILY  OF  HOLLAND- 
BARONS  HOLLAND,  EARLS  OF  KENT,  AND  BARONS 
WOODSTOCK  AND  WAKE. 

TWENTY-ONE  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Robert  de  Holand  married . 

II.  Thurstan  de  Holand  married  . 

III.  Sir  Robert  De  Holand  married  Elizabeth  De  Samlesbury. 

IV.  Sir  Robert  De  Holland  married  Maude  le  Zouch.  See  Zouch  Manuscript. 

V.  Sir  Thomas  De  Holland  -  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  -  married  Joane  Plan- 
tagenet  -  LADY  OF  THE  GARTER. 

VI.  Thomas  De  Holland  -  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  -  married  Lady  Alice 
Fitz-Alan  —  LADY  OF  THE  GARTER.  See  Fitz-Alan  of  Arundel  Manuscript. 

VII.  Lady  Eleanor  Holland  (Plantagenet)  married  Thomas  Montacute,  Earl  of  Salisbury 
—  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER.  See  Montacute  Manuscript. 

VIII.  Lady  Alice  Montacute,  Countess  of  Salisbury,  married  Sir  Richard  de  Nevill  — 
KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER.  See  Nevill  Manuscript. 

IX.  Lady  Alice  Nevill  married  Henry,  Lord  Fitz-Hugh  —  CRUSADER.  See  Fitz-Hugh 
Manuscript. 

X.  Elizabeth  Fitz-Hugh  married  (2nd)  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux.  See  Vaux  Manuscript. 

XL  Anna  Katherine  Vaux  married  Sir  George  Throckmorton.  See  Throckmorton 
Manuscript. 

XII.  Margaret  Throgmorton  (Throckmorton)  married  (2nd)  Bryan  (Brian)  Cave.  See 
Cave  Manuscript. 

XIII.  Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  married  Elizabeth  Isham.  See  Isham  Manuscript. 

XIV.  Elizabeth  Cave  married  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.  See  Marbury  Manuscript. 

XV.  Eusebius  Marbury  married  Frances  Quarells.  See  Quarles-Quarells  Manuscript. 

XVI.  Francis  Marbury  married  Frances  Heard. 

XVII.  Martha  Ann  Marbury  married  John  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

XVIII.  Nicholas  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Elizabeth  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

XIX.  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  married  (2nd)  Sarah  Anne  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

XX.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

XXL  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 
script. 
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ROYAL  DESCENT  OF  HENRIETTA  DAWSON  (AYRES)  SHEPPARD 

through  her  Mother, 

ELIZABETH  HACK  (DAWSON)  AYRES. 

Furnished  the  compiler  by  the  famous  genealogist,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Hoppin,  of  New 
York. 


FORTY  GENERATIONS,  THROUGH  THE  MARBURY  FAMILY. 
REFERENCES: 

T.  Hodgkin  —  Italy  and  Her  Invaders,  Vol.  VII,  p.  24. 

Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  14th  edition,  Vol.  V,  pp.  256-59,  293;  Vol.  IX,  p.  612;  Vol. 
XVII,  p.  948. 

C.  M.  Allstrom  —  Dictionary  of  Royal  Lineage,  Vol.  II,  pp.  325-26,  417. 

P.  Anselme:  Histoire  genealogique  et  chronologique  de  la  maison  royale  de  France,  Vol. 
I,  pp.  28-29. 

The  Americana,  Vol.  XXXII,  No.  3,  1938,  pp.  581-61 1. 

The  Complete  Peerage,  G.  E.  Cokayne  (afterwards  revised,  enlarged  and  continued  by 
Miss  Ethel  Stokes),  Vol.  II,  Appendix  B,  pp.  527-589.  —  [The  Order  of  the  Garter; 
the  Knights  in  a  chronological  series  from  the  date  of  the  first  feast  (Founders)  to 
1906.] 

GENERATION  I. 

St.  Arnulf,  Bishop  of  Metz,  was  born  about  582,  and  died  after  641.  Issue:  Anschisus. 


GENERATION  II. 


Anschisus,  son  of  Arnulf,  Bishop  of  Metz,  was  born  about  605,  and  was  Mayor  of  the 
Palace  of  Austrasia  from  632  to  638.  He  married  Bega,  daughter  of  Pepin  of  Landen  (called 
Pepin  I),  Mayor  of  the  palace  to  the  Merovingian  king,  Dagobert  I  of  Austrasia.  Issue:  Pepin 
II. 


GENERATION  III. 


Pepin  II,  son  of  Anschisus  and  Bega,  was  called,  although  incorrectly,  Pepin  of  Heristal 
or  Herstal.  About  678  he  led  the  nobles  of  Austrasia  against  Ebroin,  mayor  of  the  palace  and 
Neustria.  His  victory  at  the  battle  of  Tertry  in  687  marked  the  downfall  of  the  Merovingians, 
although  they  still  held  the  titles  of  kings;  he  ruled  under  four  of  them.  Pepin  II  fought  the 
Frisians  and  after  defeating  their  Duke,  Radbod,  brought  them  within  the  Christian  church. 
He  likewise  defended  his  frontiers  against  the  Bavarians  and  Alamanni.  He  died  Dec.  16,  714. 

Pepin  II  married  (1)  Plectrude;  and  (2)  Alpaida  or  Chalpaida,  by  whom  he  had  a  son, 
Charles  Martel. 

GENERATION  IV. 

Charles  Martel,  son  of  Pepin  II  and  his  (2)  wife  Alpaida  or  Chalpaida,  was  bom  about 
688.  Austrasia  (eastern  portion  of  France)  and  Neustria  (western  France)  were  still  separate. 
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Charles  defeated  the  Neustrians  at  Ambleve  in  716  and  at  Vincy  the  following  year,  and  also 
took  the  title  of  mayor  of  the  palace  of  Austrasia,  thus  uniting  the  northern  part  of  the 
country.  In  719,  Charles  Martel  forced  Duke  Odo  of  Aquitaine  to  recognize  his  suzerainty. 
He  also  became  renowned  for  his  victories  over  the  Moors,  in  October,  732,  which  ended  the 
last  of  the  Arab  invasion  and  led  to  his  being  called  Martel  (the  hammer).  He  then  took  the 
offensive  against  them  in  southern  France.  His  victories  over  the  Germans  resulted  in  the 
annexation  of  Frisia,  the  end  of  the  Duchy  of  Bavaria,  intervention  in  Bavaria  and  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  tribute  by  the  Saxons.  For  a  few  years  before  his  death,  on  October  22,  741,  there  was 
no  king  of  the  Merovingian  line,  and  he  divided  the  kingdom  between  his  two  sons  as  though 
he  were  master  of  the  realm. 

Charles  Martel  married  Chrotrudis.  Issue:  Pepin  III. 

GENERATION  V. 

Pepin  III,  called  Pepin  the  Short,  son  of  Charles  Martel  and  his  wife  Chrotrudis,  suc¬ 
ceeded  his  father  in  Neustria,  the  western  part  of  the  kingdom,  while  his  brother,  Carlo- 
man,  held  the  eastern  part.  Carloman  abdicated,  leaving  Pepin  the  sole  ruler.  In  751,  with  the 
approval  of  Pope  Zacharias,  he  deposed  Childeric  III,  the  last  of  the  Merovingian  kings,  and 
took  the  title  of  king  to  himself,  being  crowned  by  St.  Boniface.  Pepin’s  reign  was  marked  by 
many  important  events.  Among  them  was  the  presentation  of  the  exarchate  of  Ravenna  to 
the  Pope,  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  papal  states;  the  wresting  of  Aquitaine  from  its 
duke;  the  subjection  of  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  to  being  one  of  his  vassals;  and  the  diplomatic 
relations  with  the  Eastern  Empire.  He  instituted  many  modifications  in  Frankish  govern¬ 
ment  and  life.  Pepin  died  on  September  24,  768,  at  St.  Denis.  He  married  Bertha,  daughter 
of  Chiribert,  Count  of  Laon.  Issue:  Charlemagne  (Charles  I  of  France). 

GENERATION  VI. 

Charlemagne  (Charles  I),  son  of  Pepin  III  and  his  wife  Bertha,  was  born  April  2,  742-43. 
In  the  early  part  of  his  reign,  he  invaded  Northern  Italy;  from  774  to  799  he  was  at  war  with 
the  Saxons;  Bavaria  was  next  annexed  and  this  brought  Charlemagne  in  conflict  with  the 
Avars.  Expeditions  were  also  sent  against  the  Arabs  of  North  Spain.  On  Dec.  25,  800,  while 
in  Rome,  Charlemagne  was  crowned  Emperor  by  Pope  Leo  III,  thus  reviving  the  Roman 
Empire.  After  a  naval  war  in  the  Adriatic,  Charlemagne  was  saluted  by  the  Greek  envoys 
as  Basileus.  The  reign  of  Charlemagne  witnessed  a  revival  of  arts  and  letters,  a  revision  of 
Frankish  law,  and  the  writing  of  the  laws  of  the  Saxons,  Thuringians  and  Frisians.  Charle¬ 
magne  died  January  28,  814  and  was  buried  at  Aix-la-Chapelle. 

Charlemagne  married  (1),  in  770,  Hermengarde  or  Desiderata,  daughter  of  Desiderius, 
King  of  Lombardy;  (2),  in  771,  Hildegarde;  (3)  Fastrade,  daughter  of  Rudolph,  Count  of 
Franconia;  (4)  Liutgarda,  who  died  June  4,  800.  Hildegarde,  the  second  wife  of  the  Emperor 
Charlemagne,  was  born  in  757  and  died  April  30,  782.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Godfray,  Duke 
of  Schwaben,  or  Swabia.  Hildegarde  bore  the  emperor  nine  children,  one  of  them  being  Louis 
I,  his  successor. 


GENERATION  VII. 

Louis  I,  surnamed  the  Pious,  son  of  Charlemagne  and  Hildegarde,  was  born  at  Chasse- 
neuil  in  Central  France  in  778.  As  a  child,  in  781,  he  was  crowned  King  of  Aquitaine.  Louis  I 
was  crowned  Emperor  by  his  father  at  Aachen  in  813.  Three  years  later  he  was  crowned  a 
second  time  by  Pope  Stephen  IV  at  Reims.  His  tastes  were  ecclesiastical  rather  than  military, 
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and  he  earned  the  surname  Pious  through  his  liberality  to  the  church  and  for  his  attempt  to 
reform  and  purify  monastic  life.  He  died  near  Ingelheim,  June  20,  840. 

Louis  I  married  (1),  in  798,  Ermengarde,  daughter  of  Ingram,  Duke  of  Hasbaigne.  She 
died  Oct.  3,  818,  and  he  married  (2),  in  819,  Judith  the  Fair,  who  was  born  in  800  and  died 
April  19,  843,  daughter  of  Welfe  or  Guelph  I,  Count  Altdorf  of  Bavaria,  and  had  issue  by 
her,  Charles  II. 

GENERATION  VIII. 

Charles  II,  surnamed  the  Bald,  son  of  Louis  I  and  his  (2)  wife  Judith  the  Fair,  was  born 
13  June  823.  The  death  of  his  father,  in  840,  led  to  war  between  his  three  surviving  sons. 
Charles  secured  the  kingdom  of  the  West  Franks,  corresponding  largely  to  what  is  now 
France.  Following  the  death  of  Emperor  Louis  II,  Charles  went  to  Italy,  securing  the  im¬ 
perial  crown  at  Rome  with  the  support  of  Pope  John  VIII.  He  made  a  second  expedition  to 
Italy  to  aid  the  Pope  against  the  Saracens  and  died,  6  Oct.  877,  on  his  way  back  to  France. 

Charles  II  married  (1),  in  842,  Hermentrude,  who  died  October  6,  8(39,  daughter  of 
Eudes  (Vodom),  Count  of  Orleans.  She  died  Oct.  6,  86g,  and  Charles  married  (2),  in  870, 
Richilde,  daughter  of  Thierry  I,  Duke  of  Burgundy.  Charles  II  and  his  (1)  wife  Hermentrude 
had  issue:  Judith. 

GENERATION  IX. 

Judith,  daughter  of  Charles  II  and  his  (1)  wife  Elermentrude,  was  born  in  844.  She 
married  (1)  Ethelwulf  or  Aethelwulf,  King  of  England:  (2)  Aethelbald  or  Ethelbald,  brother 
of  her  first  husband;  and  (3)  Baldwin  I,  Count  of  Flanders,  who  died  in  877.  Judith  married 
Baldwin  I  in  863,  and  had  issue,  Baldwin  II. 

GENERATION  X. 

Baldwin  II,  Count  of  Flanders,  879-918,  founder  of  the  House  of  Blois,  was  the  son  of 
Judith  and  her  (3rd)  husband,  Baldwin  I.  He  continued  the  resistance  to  the  Northmen 
and,  in  892,  rebelled  against  Eudes  in  favor  of  Charles  the  Simple  during  their  struggle  for 
the  French  crown.  He  died  2  Jan.,  918.  Baldwin  II  married  Elfrida  (Aelfthryth)  (Alfritha), 
d.  929,  daughter  of  Alfred  the  Great  of  England.  Issue:  Arnolf  1. 

GENERATION  XI. 

Arnolf  (Arnulf)  (Arnoul)  I,  the  Great,  b.  873,  Count  of  Flanders  918-965,  son  of  Baldwin 
II  and  Aelfthryth,  captured  the  Castle  of  Arras  and  then  that  of  Montreuil.  He  joined  forces 
with  Louis  d’Outremer  in  the  invasion  of  Normandy  and  in  946  he  beseiged  Rouen.  Arnulf 
I  fought  the  Northmen  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  struggles  in  Lorraine  between  the 
Emperor  Otto  I  and  Hugh  Capet.  On  the  death  of  his  son,  Baldwin  III,  to  whom  he  had  re¬ 
linquished  his  authority,  Arnulf  I  returned  to  power  and  spent  the  remaining  years  of  his  life 
in  securing  the  succession  of  his  grandson.  He  died  27  Mar.  965. 

Arnolf  I  married,  in  934,  Alix  (Adela)  (Athele),  died  10  Oct.  960,  daughter  of  Herbert 
(Heribert)  II,  Count  de  Vermandois.  Issue:  Baldwin  III. 

GENERATION  XII. 

Baldwin  III,  son  of  Arnulf  I  and  Alix  of  Vermandois,  was  Count  of  Flanders,  and  died 
before  his  father  in  961-62.  He  shared  in  the  government  of  Flanders  during  his  father’s  life 
and  did  a  great  deal  for  the  commercial  and  industrial  progress  of  Flanders,  establishing  the 
first  weavers  and  fullers  at  Ghent.  He  instituted  yearly  fairs  at  Ypres,  Bruges  and  other  places. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  his  son  was  a  minor,  and  his  father  thereupon  resumed  authority. 
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Baldwin  III  married  Maud  (Mathilda),  of  Saxony,  died  1 9  Oct.  994,  daughter  of  Conrade 
le  Pacifique  (Conrad  the  Peaceful,  King  of  Arles),  937-993.  Issue:  Arnolf  II. 

GENERATION  XIII. 

Arnolf  (Arnulf)  (Arnoul)  II,  Count  of  Flanders  and  Boulogne,  son  of  Baldwin  III  and 
his  wife  Maud  (Mathilda),  was  born  in  961,  and  ruled  from  965  to  his  death  on  March  23, 
988,  succeeding  his  grandfather,  Arnolf  I.  Flanders  was  invaded  twice  during  his  reign,  and 
Arnulf  took  refuge  with  Richard,  Duke  of  Normandy,  who  arranged  peace  with  Lothaire, 
King  of  France. 

Arnolf  II  married  Princess  Susanne,  daughter  of  Berenger  II,  King  of  Italy  in  950.  Issue: 
Baldwin  IV. 

GENERATION  XIV. 

Baldwin  IV,  called  Barbu  (the  Bearded),  Count  of  Flanders,  son  of  Arnulf  II  and  Sus¬ 
anne  of  Italy,  succeeded  his  father,  in  988,  at  an  early  age  and  ruled  until  his  death  on  May 
30,  1036.  In  1006  he  allied  himself  with  the  Count  of  Louvain  and  fought  successfully  against 
both  the  Capetian  King  of  France  and  the  Emperor  Henry  II  of  Germany,  and  was  granted 
Valenciennes,  the  burgraveship  of  Ghent,  and  the  land  of  Waes,  as  fiefs.  In  1012,  Henry  II 
granted  him  the  Island  of  Walcheren  and  the  province  of  Zeeland.  The  fiefs  granted  by  Henry 
II  made  the  Count  of  Flanders  a  feudatory  of  the  Empire  as  well  as  of  the  French  crown,  and 
in  Flemish  history  the  French  fiefs  were  known  as  Crown  Flanders  and  the  German  fiefs  as 
Imperial  Flanders. 

Baldwin  IV  married  (1)  Ogive,  daughter  of  Frederick  I  of  Bavaria,  Count  of  Luxem¬ 
burg;  (2)  Eleanore,  daughter  of  Richard  II,  Duke  of  Normandy.  Issue  by  the  first  marriage: 
Baldwin  V. 

GENERATION  XV. 

Baldwin  V,  surnamed  de  Lille,  and,  more  commonly,  “le  Debonnaire,”  Count  of  Flan¬ 
ders  1036-1067,  “The  Pious”,  was  the  son  of  Baldwin  IV  and  his  (1)  wife  Ogive  of  Luxem¬ 
burg.  He  greatly  extended  his  power  by  wars  and  alliances;  added  Hainault,  Valenciennes 
and  Ghent  to  his  possessions;  invaded  Frisia  in  1045;  fought  the  Emperor  Henry  III  until 
peace  was  formally  concluded  with  Henry  IV  in  1056,  when  Baldwin  obtained  in  fief  the  ter¬ 
ritory  between  the  Scheldt  and  the  Dender  and  the  margraviate  of  Antwerp.  He  built  the 
canal  separating  Artois  and  Flanders.  In  1060,  he  was  appointed  Regent  of  France,  during 
the  minority  of  Philip  I.  Baldwin  V  died  1  Sept.  1067,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Peter’s  Church, 
Lille. 

Baldwin  V  married,  in  1028,  Adele  ( Adela),  died  1079,  daughter  of  Robert  II,  the  Pious, 
King  of  France,  House  of  Capet  (b.  970,  d.  1031).  She  was  the  widow  of  Richard  III,  Duke  of 
Normandy.  Issue:  Matilda  or  Maud. 

GENERATION  XVI. 

Matilda  or  Maud,  called  Matilda  of  Flanders,  daughter  of  Baldwin  V  and  his  wife  Adele 
of  France,  was  born  about  1031.  She  died  2  Nov.,  1083,  and  was  buried  in  Holy  Trinity 
Church,  Caen. 

Matilda  or  Maud  married,  in  1053,  William  I  of  England,  called  “The  Conqueror” 
(Norman),  who  was  born  at  Falaise,  Normandy,  circa  1024-1028,  and  died  at  Rouen,  France, 
September  9,  1087.  He  was  buried  in  St.  Stephen’s  Church  at  Caen,  Normandy. 

William  the  Conqueror  was  Duke  of  Normandy  in  1035,  and  King  of  England  from 
1066  to  1087.  He  invaded  England  and  on  October  14,  1066,  defeated  Harold  at  the  battle  of 
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Senlac  or  Hastings.  He  was  crowned  King  of  England  on  Christmas  Day,  1066,  at  Westmin¬ 
ster  Abbey,  and  in  1070  completed  the  conquest  by  a  march  to  Chester.  His  administration 
was  based  on  Norman  feudalism,  the  barons  having  close  personal  relations  with  the  King. 
He  won  the  respect  of  his  English  subjects,  who  regarded  him  as  their  protector  against 
feudal  oppression  on  account  of  his  regard  for  legal  forms  and  his  confirmation  of  the  “laws 
of  Edward”.  Among  his  later  military  campaigns  was  that  against  Malcolm,  King  of  Scot¬ 
land;  his  suppression  of  two  rebellions  in  Maine;  and  his  invasion  of  the  French  Vexin.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  he  was  injured,  when  his  horse  plunged  on  the  burnings  cinders  of  Nantes,  and 
he  was  carried  to  Rouen,  where  he  died.  Toward  the  end  of  King  William’s  reign,  he  insti¬ 
tuted  the  general  survey  of  the  landed  property  of  the- kingdom,  the  record  of  which  still  ex¬ 
ists,  under  the  title  of  “Domesday  Book”. 

William  the  Conqueror  and  his  wife,  Maud  or  Matilda  of  Flanders,  had  issue:  Henry  I. 

GENERATION  XVII. 

Henry  I,  “Beauclerk”  (Norman),  son  of  William  the  Conqueror  and  his  wife  Maud  or 
Matilda  of  Flanders,  was  bom  at  Selsby  in  1068.  He  was  crowned  King  of  England  5  Aug., 
1 100,  and  reigned  until  his  death  on  2  Dec.,  1135.  He  was  buried  in  Reading  Abbey. 

Henry  I  married  (1)  Matilda  of  Scotland  (the  Good  Queen  Maud)  (b.  1082,  died  1  May 
1118),  daughter  of  Malcolm  III,  Canmore,  King  of  Scotland,  and  his  wife  Saint  Margaret 
Atheling,  Queen  of  Scotland.  Issue:  Matilda. 

Matilda  of  Scotland  was  descended  as  follows: 

Gen.  1.  Egbert,  King  of  Wessex  (West  Saxons),  802-839,  called  “First  King  of 
all  England”,  born  about  775,  son  of  Alemund,  served  as  one  of  the  captains  in  the 
court  of  Charlemagne  for  twelve  years.  He  was  crowned  King  of  the  West  Saxons  in 
802  at  Winchester.  He  subdued  West  Wales,  or  Cornwall;  defeated  the  King  of 
Mercia  at  Ellandune;  annexed  Kent;  and,  in  829,  became  overlord  of  all  the  Eng¬ 
lish  kings  and  gave  the  name  of  England  to  the  whole  realm.  In  835,  Egbert  de¬ 
feated  a  formidable  army  of  Danes  at  Hingston  Down,  in  Cornwall,  when  they  at¬ 
tempted  to  invade  England.  He  died  in  839,  and  was  buried  at  Winchester.  Egbert 
married  Lady  Redburga  in  827.  Issue:  Ethelwulf. 

Gen.  2.  Ethelwulf  (Ethelwolf),  “Noble  Wolf”,  King  of  England,  839-857,  was 
the  son  of  Egbert  and  his  wife  Lady  Redburga.  In  851,  he  routed  the  Danes  at  Okely 
in  Surrey.  By  the  advice  of  St.  Swithin,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  he  granted  to  the 
Church  the  tithe  of  all  his  dominions.  He  made  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome  in  855;  and 
died  13  Jan.  857,  and  was  buried  at  Stainridge,  but  his  body  was  later  removed  to 
Winchester.  Ethelwulf  married  (1)  Lady  Osburga,  daughter  of  Earl  Oslac,  the 
Thane,  Royal  cup-bearer.  Issue:  Alfred  the  Great. 

Gen.  3.  Alfred  the  Great,  son  of  Ethelwulf  and  his  (1)  wife  Lady  Osburga,  was 
the  ablest  King  who  ever  sat  upon  the  English  throne.  He  launched  his  people  upon 
a  great  advance  in  civilization,  and  was  one  of  those  highly  gifted  men  who  would 
seem  to  be  especially  raised  up  by  Providence  to  protect  and  advance  his  people. 
Alfred  the  Great,  the  “Founder  of  England’s  Civilization  and  Nationality”,  was 
born  at  Wantage  in  Berkshire  in  849,  ascended  the  throne  in  871  at  the  age  of  23, 
and  reigned  thirty  years.  He  founded  Oxford  University,  and  was  equally  great  as  a 
scholar,  a  patriot  and  a  legislator,  a  thorough  business  man  and  an  able  warrior.  He 
made  London  the  capitol  of  England,  fortified  it  in  886,  and  carried  on  a  defensive 
war  with  the  Danes  from  894  until  they  withdrew  in  897.  He  was  author  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle,  the  first  history  written  in  any  modern  language.  He 
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died  28  October,  901,  at  the  age  of  52.  In  869,  Alfred  the  Great  married  Lady  Al- 
switha  (Ethelbeth),  who  died  904,  a  daughter  of  Ethelred  and  Edburga  of  the  royal 
house  of  Mercia  in  the  central  part  of  England.  Issue:  Edward  the  Elder. 

Gen.  4.  Edward  the  Elder,  “the  Unconquered  King”,  7th  King  of  the  Saxon 
Dynasty,  son  of  Alfred  the  Great  and  his  wife  Lady  Alswitha,  reigned  twenty-four 
years,  from  901  to  925.  He  is  said  to  have  founded  the  University  of  Cambridge,  but 
he  was  a  great  warrior.  After  a  prosperous  reign,  he  died  at  Farndon,  Cheshire,  in 
925,  and  was  buried  in  the  “New  Minister”  at  Winchester.  Edward  the  Elder  mar¬ 
ried  (3)  Lady  Edgiva  (Eadgifu-Eadgyfu),  daughter  of  Sigilline  (Sigeline-Aigellini), 
Earl  of  Meapham.  Issue:  Edmund  I. 

Gen.  5.  Edmund  I,  Magnificus,  son  of  Edward  the  Elder  and  his  3rd  wife  Ead- 
gifu,  was  horn  in  922,  the  12th  of  his  father’s  15  children,  the  first  of  the  six  Boy 
Kings.  He  reigned  between  the  years  940  and  946,  and  was  a  great  statesman  as  well 
as  a  great  warrior.  He  died  26  May,  94G,  in  Gloucestershire,  and  was  buried  at  Glas¬ 
tonbury,  an  abbey  which  he  had  entrusted,  in  943,  to  the  famous  Dunstan.  Edmund 
I  married  (1)  Princess  Elgiva  (Aelfgifu-Elf-giva)  “The  Fairies’  Gift,”  who  died  in 
944,  granddaughter  of  Alfred  the  Great.  Issue:  Edgar  the  Peaceful. 

Gen.  6.  Edgar  the  Peaceful,  the  fourth  Boy  King,  son  of  Edmund  I  and  his  (1) 
wife  Princess  Elgiva,  was  born  in  943,  and  ascended  the  throne  in  959.  He  died  8 
July,  975,  having  reigned  sixteen  years,  a  period  of  national  consolidation,  peace 
and  orderly  government.  Edgar  the  Peaceful  married  (2)  in  964,  Elfrida,  daughter 
of  Ordgar,  Earl  of  Devon,  and  widow  of  Ethehvold.  Issue:  Ethelred  II. 

Gen.  7.  Ethelred  (Aethelred)  II,  son  of  Edgar  the  Peaceful  and  his  (2)  wife  El¬ 
frida,  was  born  in  968.  The  last  of  the  six  Boy  Kings,  he  was  a  boy  of  ten  when  he 
was  crowned  in  978,  and  he  reigned  38  years.  The  epithet  “The  Unready”,  which  is 
usually  assigned  to  him,  is  a  mistranslation  of  a  word  which  properly  means  “the 
Rede-less,  the  man  without  counsel”.  He  died  23  Apr.,  1016,  in  London,  and  was 
buried  in  St.  Paul’s.  Ethelred  II  married,  in  984,  (1)  Elfled  (Elfreda-Elgiva),  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Earl  Thorad,  Earl  of  the  Northumbrians.  Issue:  Edmund  the  Ironside. 

Gen.  8.  Edmund  (Eadmund)  II,  Ironside,  son  of  Ethelred  II  and  his  (1)  wife 
Elfled,  was  born  circa  989,  and  succeeded  his  father  in  April,  1016.  In  this  year,  he 
fought  six  battles,  and  died  at  London,  Nov.  30,  1016,  after  having  reigned  only 
seven  months,  and  was  buried  at  Glastonbury.  Edmund  the  Ironside  married  Lady 
Algitha,  who  died  in  1014,  widow  of  Sigefrith,  the  Dane.  Issue:  Prince  Edmund  or 
Edward. 

Gen.  9.  Prince  Edmund  or  Edward,  of  the  Saxon  line  of  Kings,  was  the  son  of 
Edmund  the  Ironside  and  his  wife  Lady  Algitha.  He  married  Agatha,  daughter  of 
Henry  II,  Emperor  of  Germany  (b.  972),  created  Emperor  with  his  Queen  Cune- 
gunde  by  Pope  Benedict  VIII  in  1014.  Henry  II  died  13  July,  1024.  Issue:  Saint 
Margaret  Atheling,  Queen  of  Scotland. 

Gen.  10.  Saint  Margaret  Atheling,  Queen  of  Scotland,  daughter  of  Prince  Ed¬ 
mund  or  Edward  and  his  wife  Agatha,  was  born  in  1046.  She  died  16  Nov.,  1093,  at 
Edinburgh  Castle,  and  was  buried  at  Dunfermline.  She  was  canonized  by  Pope  In¬ 
nocent  IV  in  1251.  Margaret  married  at  Dunfermline  in  1070,  Malcolm  III,  Can- 
more  (Ceannmor),  King  of  Scotland,  who  built  the  Cathedral  of  Durham,  and  was 
crowned  in  1056.  He  was  the  son  of  Duncan,  King  of  Scotland,  who  was  murdered 
by  Macbeth.  Malcolm  died  in  1094.  Issue:  Matilda  of  Scotland,  who  married  Henry 
I,  (GENERATION  XVII)  son  of  William  the  Conqueror,  as  above. 
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GENERATION  XVIII. 

Matilda  (or  Maud)  of  England,  daughter  of  Henry  I  and  his  (1)  wife  Matilda  of  Scot¬ 
land,  was  born  in  1102,  and  was  the  widow  of  Henry  V,  Emperor  of  Germany.  She  was 
crowned  6  Jan.,  1114,  and  died  10  Sept.,  1167.  Matilda  of  England  married,  3  April,  1127, 
Geoffrey  (surnamed  Plantagenet),  Count  of  Anjou,  Duke  of  Normandy,  born  1113  (eldest 
son  of  Fulk  V,  King  of  Jerusalem  and  his  wife  Ermengarde,  daughter  of  Helias,  Count  of 
Maine).  Geoffrey  died  7  Sept.,  1151,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Julianne  Church,  Le  Mans.  Issue: 
Henry  II. 

GENERATION  XIX. 

Henry  II,  son  of  Matilda  of  England  and  her  husband  Geoffrey,  was  born  at  Le  Mans,  25 
Mar.,  1 133,  and  was  crowned  King  of  England  on  19  Dec.,  1 154.  He  died  at  Chinon  on  6  July, 
1 189.  Henry  II  married,  in  1 152,  Elinor  of  Aquitaine,  daughter  of  William,  Duke  of  Aqui¬ 
taine.  She  died  on  26  June,  1202.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  buried  at  Fontevraud  in 
Anjou.  Issue:  John. 

GENERATION  XX. 

John,  son  of  Henry  II  and  his  wife  Elinor,  was  born  at  Oxford  on  24  Dec.,  1 166,  and  was 
crowned  King  of  England  (Plantagenet)  on  27  May  or  6  April  1 199.  He  granted  the  Magna 
Carta  to  the  English  nation  on  the  field  of  Runnymede  on  15  June,  1215.  King  John  died  at 
Newark  Castle,  Notts.,  on  19  Oct.,  1216,  and  was  buried  at  Worcester  Cathedral.  He  married 
(2),  on  8  Oct.,  1200,  Isabel,  daughter  of  Aymer  de  Taillefer,  Count  de  Angouleme,  son  of 
Louis,  King  of  France.  Isabel  died  in  1246,  and  was  buried  at  Anjou.  Issue:  Henry  III. 

GENERATION  XXL 

Henry  III,  King  of  England  (Plantagenet),  son  of  King  John  and  his  (2)  wife  Isabel,  was 
born  at  Winchester  on  1  Oct.,  1207.  He  was  crowned  King  on  the  28  Oct.,  12 16,  but  his  per¬ 
sonal  rule  began  in  1227,  when  he  was  proclaimed  of  age.  He  died  on  16  Nov.,  1272  at  Saint 
Edmundsbury,  and  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey.  Henry  III  married,  on  14  Jan.,  1236, 
Elinor  (Eleanor)  of  Provence,  daughter  of  Raymond  Berenger,  IV,  King  of  Provence,  grand¬ 
son  of  Alphonso,  King  of  Aragon.  Queen  Eleanor  died  on  25  June,  1291  at  Amesbury,  after 
taking  the  veil  in  1276.  Issue:  Edward  I. 

GENERATION  XXII. 

Edward  I  (so  named  after  Edward  the  Confessor),  son  of  Henry  III  and  his  wife  Elinor, 
was  born  17  June,  1239,  at  Westminster.  He  was  crowned  King  of  England  (Plantagenet)  on 
19  Aug.,  1274,  and  died  at  Burgh-on-the-Sands,  Cumberland,  on  7  July,  1307,  and  was  called 
on  his  tomb  in  Westminster  Abbey,  “Scotorum  Malleus”.  Edward  I  married  (1),  in  1254, 
Princess  Elinor,  daughter  of  Ferdinand  III  of  Castile.  She  died  on  28  Nov.,  1290,  and  was 
buried  at  Westminster.  Issue:  Edward  II. 

Princess  Elinor  was  descended  as  follows: 

Gen.  1.  Ferdinand  I,  King  of  Castile  from  1033  to  1065,  died  in  battle  on  27 
Dec.,  1065.  He  married  Sanctia  (Sanchia),  in  1035,  daughter  of  Alphonso  V,  King 
of  Leon.  Issue:  Alphonso  VI. 

Gen.  2.  Alphonso  VI,  King  of  Castile  and  Leon,  son  of  Ferdinand  I  and  his 
wife  Sanctia,  married  Constance,  daughter  of  Robert,  Duke  of  Burgundy.  Issue: 
Urraca. 
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Gen.  3.  Urraca,  Queen  of  Castile,  daughter  of  Alphonso  VI  and  his  wife  Con¬ 
stance,  died  in  1 126.  She  married  (1)  Raimond  of  Burgundy,  who  died  in  1108.  Is¬ 
sue:  Alphonso-Raimond  VII. 

Gen.  4.  Alphonso-Raimond  VII,  King  of  Castile  and  Leon,  son  of  Urraca  and 
her  (1)  husband  Raimond,  was  born  in  1103,  and  died  in  1157.  He  married  (1) 
Berenguela.  Issue:  Ferdinand  II. 

Gen.  5.  Ferdinand  II,  son  of  Alphonso-Raimond  VII  and  his  (1)  wife  Beren¬ 
guela,  was  King  of  Castile  and  Leon  from  1 157  to  his  death  in  1 188.  He  married,  in 
1 160,  Urraca,  daughter  of  Alphonso  I,  King  of  Portugal  and  Maud  of  Savoy.  Urraca 
died  in  1 176.  Issue:  Alphonso  IX. 

Gen.  6.  Alphonso  IX  (husband  of  Berengaria),  King  of  Castile  and  Leon,  son  of 
Ferdinand  II  and  his  wife  Urraca,  was  born  in  1 166,  and  died  in  1229.  He  married 
(2),  before  1190,  Berengaria  (cousin  to  her  husband),  daughter  of  Alphonso  IX, 
King  of  Castile  (called  the  elder  Alphonso  IX),  and  his  wife  Eleanor,  sister  of  King 
John  and  daughter  of  Henry  II,  King  of  England  and  his  wife  Eleanor  of  Aqui¬ 
taine.  Issue:  Ferdinand  III. 

Gen.  7.  Ferdinand  III,  King  of  Castile,  son  of  Alphonso  IX  and  his  (2)  wife 
Berengaria,  was  born  in  1191.  His  mother  abdicated  the  throne  of  Castile  in  his  fa¬ 
vor,  in  1217,  and  at  his  father’s  death  in  1229,  he  became  King  of  Leon.  He  died  in 
1252.  Ferdinand  III  married  (2)  Joan  (Joanna),  of  Ponthieu,  daughter  of  Simon  de 
Dammartin,  Count  d’Aumale  and  his  wife,  Marie,  Countess  of  Ponthieu.  Issue: 
Princess  Elinor,  who  married,  as  his  (1st)  wife,  Edward  I,  King  of  England  (GEN¬ 
ERATION  XXII),  son  of  Henry  III,  as  above. 

Edward  I,  son  of  Henry  III  and  his  wife  Elinor,  married  (2nd)  on  8  Sept.,  1299,  Princess 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Philip  III,  King  of  France.  (GENERATION  XIV  of  the  House  of  Ca¬ 
pet  Manuscript,  which  follows  this  line). 

GENERATION  XXIII. 

Edward  II,  “of  Carnarvon”,  Duke  of  Aquitaine,  1st  Prince  of  Wales,  son  of  Edward  I 
and  his  (1)  wife  Princess  Elinor,  was  born  at  Carnarvon  Castle,  Wales,  on  25  April,  1284.  He 
was  made  the  1st  Prince  of  Wales  in  1301,  and  crowned  King  of  England  on  7  July,  1307.  He 
was  murdered  on  the  21  Sept.,  1327,  and  buried  at  Gloucester,  in  St.  Peter’s  Abbey.  Edward 
II  married,  on  25  Jan.,  1308,  Isabel  (Isabella),  born  about  1292,  daughter  of  Philip  IV,  “The 
Fair”,  King  of  France.  She  died  on  22  Aug.,  1358.  Issue:  Edward  III. 

GENERATION  XXIV. 

Edward  III,  King  of  England  (Plantagenet),  son  of  Edward  II  and  his  wife  Isabel,  was 
born  13  Nov.,  1312  at  Windsor.  In  1320,  he  was  made  Earl  of  Chester,  and  in  1325,  Duke  of 
Aquitaine,  but  never  received  the  title  of  Prince  of  Wales.  King  Edward  built  Windsor  Cas¬ 
tle,  and  on  26  Oct.,  1326  he  was  proclaimed  warden  of  the  Kingdom.  On  the  13  Jan.,  1327, 
Parliament  recognized  him  as  King,  and  he  was  crowned  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month.  I11 
1340,  he  assumed  the  title  of  King  of  France,  and  until  the  days  of  George  III,  every  English 
King  also  called  himself  King  of  France.  On  St.  George’s  day,  April  23rd,  it  is  said  in  the  year 
1344  or  soon  thereafter  (all  the  original  records  of  the  Order  suffered  an  early  loss),  there  was 
founded  at  Windsor  by  King  Edward  III,  the  most  illustrious  Order  of  British  Knighthood, 
the  Most  Noble  Order  of  the  Garter.  He  died  at  Richmond,  Co.  Surrey,  on  22  June,  1377, 
and  was  buried  at  Westminster.  Edward  III  married,  on  24  Jan.,  1329,  Philippa,  daughter  of 
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William  I,  Count  of  Holland  and  Hainault.  She  was  born  on  21  Jan.,  132-,  and  died  on  15 
Aug.,  and  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey.  Issue:  John  of  Gaunt. 

GENERATION  XXV. 

John  of  Gaunt,  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  36),  first  Duke  of  Lancaster,  King 
of  Castile  and  Leon,  4th  son  of  Edward  III  and  his  wife  Philippa,  was  born  on  24  June,  1340, 
and  died  on  3  Feb.,  1398-9.  He  married  (3),  on  13  Jan.,  1396,  Katharine,  The  Lady  Swynford 
—  LADY  OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  22),  had  robes  1389-1399  — -  daughter  of  Sir  Payne  Roelt, 
a  native  of  Hainault,  widow  of  Sir  Otes  Swynford,  Knt.,  and  sister-in-law  of  Chaucer,  the 
poet.  She  died  on  10  May,  1403,  having  by  John  of  Gaunt,  three  sons,  John,  Henry  and 
Thomas,  and  a  daughter  Joan  de  Beaufort,  who  married  (1)  Robert  Ferrers,  and  (2)  Ralph 
de  Nevill. 

GENERATION  XXVI. 

Joan  de  Beaufort,  daughter  of  John  of  Gaunt  and  his  (3)  wife  Katharine,  LADY  OF 
THE  GARTER  (No.  30),  married  (2)  Ralph  de  Nevill,  KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER 
(No.  105),  son  of  John  de  Nevill  and  his  (1st)  wife  Maud  Percy.  SEE  NEVILL  MANU¬ 
SCRIPT.  Ralph  de  Nevill  was  warden  of  the  West  Marshes  towards  Scotland  and  governor  of 
Roxborough.  He  died  Oct.  2  1,  1425.  Issue:  Richard  Neville. 

GENERATION  XXVII. 

Richard  Nevill,  son  of  Ralph  Nevill  and  his  wife  Joan  de  Beaufort,  was  a  KNIGHT  OF 
THE  GARTER  (No.  152),  and  was  beheaded  on  Dec.  31,  1460,  after  the  Battle  of  Wakefield. 
He  married  Lady  Alice  Montacute,  Countess  of  Salisbury,  died  9  Dec.,  1462,  daughter  of 
Thomas  de  Montacute.  SEE  MONTACUTE  MANUSCRIPT.  Issue:  Lady  Alice  Nevill. 

GENERATION  XXVIII. 

Lady  Alice  Nevill,  daughter  of  Richard  Nevill  and  his  wife  Alice,  Countess  of  Salisbury, 
married  Henry  Fitz-Hugh,  a  CRUSADER,  5th  Baron  Fitz-Hugh,  son  of  Sir  William  Fitz- 
Hugh  and  his  wife  Margery,  the  daughter  of  William,  Lord  Willoughby  de  Eresby.  SEE 
FITZ-HUGH  MANUSCRIPT.  Henry  Fitz-Hugh  died  June  8,  1472.  Issue:  Elizabeth  Fitz- 
Hugh. 

GENERATION  XXIX. 

Elizabeth  Fitz-Hugh,  daughter  of  Henry,  Lord  Fitz-Hugh  and  his  wife  Lady  Alice  Nev¬ 
ill,  married  (2)  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux,  son  of  Sir  William  Vaux  and  his  wife  Katheryn  Penyston. 
SEE  VAUX  MANUSCRIPT.  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux  died  May  24,  1523.  Issue:  Anna  Katherine 
Vaux. 

GENERATION  XXX. 

Anna  Katherine  Vaux,  died  1571,  daughter  of  Sir  Nicholas  Vaux  and  his  (1)  wife  Eliza¬ 
beth  Fitz-Hugh,  married  Sir  George  Throckmorton,  son  of  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton  and 
his  (2)  wife  Katherine  Marrow.  SEE  THROCKMORTON  MANUSCRIPT.  Sir  George 
died  Aug.  6,  1552.  Issue:  Margaret  Throckmorton. 

GENERATION  XXXI. 

Margaret  Throckmorton,  daughter  of  Sir  George  Throckmorton  and  his  wife  Anna 
Katherine  Vaux,  married  (2)  Bryan  (Brian)  Cave,  Esq.  (living  1559,  died  12  Sept.,  1592),  son 
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of  Richard  Cave.,  Esq.,  and  his  (2)  wife  Margaret  (Saxeby)  Cave.  SEE  CAVE  MANU¬ 
SCRIPT.  Issue:  Henry  Cave. 


GENERATION  XXXII. 

Henry  Cave,  of  Jugarsby,  co.  Leicestershire,  Esq.,  son  of  Bryan  Cave  and  his  (1)  wife 
Margaret  Throckmorton,  was  40  years  old  in  1592,  and  died  before  1611.  He  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Isham,  daughter  of  Gregory  Isham,  Esq.,  of  Braunston  and  Pitchley,  in  Northampton¬ 
shire,  sister  of  Eusebius  Isham  and  granddaughter  of  Euseby  Isham.  She  was  buried  Nov.  15, 
1630.  SEE  ISHAM  MANUSCRIPT.  Issue:  Elizabeth  Cave. 

GENERATION  XXXIII. 

Elizabeth  Cave,  daughter  of  Henry  Cave,  Esq.,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Isham,  married 
about  1600,  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.,  of  Old  Warden,  Bedfordshire,  Gent.,  son  of  John  Mar- 

bury,  Esq.,  and  his  (1)  wife  . .  who  was  born  in  Bedfordshire,  and 

baptized  Jan.  20,  1576  at  Old  Warden.  SEE  MARBURY  MANUSCRIPT.  Issue:  Eusebius 
Marbury. 

GENERATION  XXXIV. 

Eusebius  Marbury,  Gent.,  bapt.  May  17,  1605,  son  of  Thomas  Marbury,  Esq.,  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth  Cave,  was  licensed  to  marry  Apr.  25,  1636,  Frances  Quarells  of  Detford,  Kent, 
born  circa  1619,  daughter  of  Francis  Quarles  and  his  wife  Urseley  Woodgate.  SEE  QUARLES 
MANUSCRIPT.  Issue:  Francis  Marbury. 

GENERATION  XXXV. 

Francis  Marbury,  born  circa  1661-1663,  emigrated  to  America,  and  lived  in  Prince 
George’s  Co.,  Md.,  was  the  son  of  Eusebius  Marbury  and  his  wife  Frances  Quarells.  His 
will  was  dated  Jan.  1,  1734,  pvd.  Jan.  22,  1734-5.  Francis  Marbury  married  (2)  Sept.  14,  1714, 
Frances  Heard.  Issue:  Martha  Ann  Marbury. 

GENERATION  XXXVI. 

Martha  Ann  Marbury,  daughter  of  Francis  Marbury  and  his  wife  Frances  Heard,  was 
born  11  Sept.  1715,  and  died  Jan.  28,  1795.  She  married  John  Dawson,  before  1737,  son 
of  Nicholas  Dawson  and  his  wife  Mary  Doyne.  SEE  DAWSON  MANUSCRIPT.  John  Daw¬ 
son  was  born  in  1706,  and  died  in  1764.  Issue:  Nicholas  Dawson. 

GENERATION  XXXVII. 

Nicholas  Dawson,  son  of  John  Dawson  and  his  wife  Martha  Ann  Marbury,  was  born 
June  14,  1750,  and  died  in  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  Mar.  18,  1806.  He  married  (2),  Sept.  4,  1781, 
Elizabeth  Bayne,  born  Sept.  19,  1759,  died  Jan.  21,  1852,  daughter  of  1st  Lt.  William  Bayne 
and  Mary  Fenley  his  wife.  SEE  BAYNE  MANUSCRIPT.  Issue:  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson. 

GENERATION  XXXVIII. 

Capt.  Samuel  Dawson,  son  of  Nicholas  Dawson  and  his  (2)  wife  Elizabeth  Bayne,  was 
born  Nov.  9,  1787,  and  died  on  Dec.  1 1,  1845  at  “Spring  Dale’’,  Loudoun  Co.,  Va.  He  married 
(2),  Mar.  20,  1834,  Sarah  Anne  Bayne  (born  April  3,  1804,  died  Oct.  18,  1867),  daughter  of 
Rev.  Colmore  Bayne  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Smith  (Hack)  Bayne.  SEE  BAYNE  MANU¬ 
SCRIPT.  Issue:  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson. 
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GENERATION  XXXIX. 

Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson,  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson  and  his  (2)  wife,  Sarah 
Anne  Bayne,  was  born  April  26,  1839,  at  “Spring  Dale”,  Loudoun  Co.,  Va.,  and  died  Mar. 
16,  1893.  She  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.,  born  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  July  10,  1842, 
and  died  July  5,  1930,  son  of  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Sr.,  and  his  wife,  Leah  Wainhouse 
(Johnson)  Ayres.  SEE  AYRES  MANUSCRIPT.  Issue:  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres. 

GENERATION  XL. 

Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres,  daughter  of  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.,  and  his  wife  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hack  (Dawson)  Ayres,  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  SEE  AYRES  AND  SHEP¬ 
PARD  MANUSCRIPTS. 


HOUSE  OF  CAPET. 

ROYAL  DESCENT  OF  HENRIETTA  DAWSON  (AYRES)  SHEPPARD 

through  her  Mother, 

ELIZABETH  HACK  (DAWSON)  AYRES. 

Furnished  the  compiler  by  the  famous  genealogist,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Hoppin,  of  New 
York. 


THIRTY-TWO  GENERATIONS. 


REFERENCES: 

T.  Hodgkin— Italy  and  Her  Invaders,  Vol.  VII,  p.  24. 

Encyclopaedia  Britannica ,  14th  edition,  Vol.  V,  pp.  256-59,  293;  Vol.  IX,  p.  612;  Vol. 
XVII,  p.  948. 

C.  M.  Allstrom— Dictionary  of  Royal  Lineage,  Vol.  II,  pp.  325-26,  417. 

P.  Anselme:  Histoire  genealogique  et  chronologique  de  la  maison  royale  de  France,  Vol. 
I,  pp.  28-29. 

The  Americana,  Vol.  XXXII,  No.  3,  1938,  pp.  581-611. 

The  Complete  Peerage,  G.  E.  Cokayne  (afterwards  revised,  enlarged  and  continued  by 
Miss  Ethel  Stokes),  Vol.  II,  Appendix  B,  pp.  527-589.— [The  Order  of  the  Garter; 
the  Knights  in  a  chronological  series  from  the  date  of  the  first  feast  (Founders)  to 
1906.] 

Capet  is  the  name  of  a  family  to  which,  for  nearly  nine  centuries,  the  kings  of  France 
and  many  of  the  rulers  of  the  most  powerful  fiefs  in  that  country  belonged  and  which  mingled 
with  several  of  the  other  royal  houses  of  Europe.  The  original  significance  of  the  name  re¬ 
mains  in  dispute,  but  the  first  of  the  family  to  whom  it  was  applied  was  Hugh,  who  was  elected 
King  of  the  Franks  in  987.  The  real  founder  of  the  house,  however,  was  Robert  the  Strong, 
who  received  from  Charles  the  Bald,  King  of  Franks,  the  countships  of  Anjou  and  Blois  and 
who  is  sometimes  called  Duke,  as  he  exercised  some  military  authority  in  the  district  between 
the  Seine  and  the  Loire. 
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GENERATION  I. 

Robert  the  Strong,  from  whom  were  descended  the  Capetian  Kings  of  France,  was  Count 
of  Anjou  and  Blois.  He  was  killed  in  battle,  at  Brissarthe,  in  October,  866.  Issue:  Robert  I, 
King  of  France. 

GENERATION  II. 

Robert,  second  Count  or  Duke  of  Anjou  and  Blois,  also  known  as  Robert  I,  King  of 
France,  or,  more  accurately.  King  of  the  Franks,  was  the  younger  son  of  Robert  the  Strong. 
He  was  crowned  King  of  the  Franks  at  Rheims,  June  29,  922,  but  Charles  III,  surnamed  the 
Simple,  Carolingian  King  of  the  Franks,  marched  against  him,  and  he  was  killed  in  a  battle 
near  Soissons,  June  15,  923.  Robert  I  married  Beatrix  of  Vermandois,  daughter  of  Heribert  I, 
Count  of  Vermandois.  Issue:  Hugh  the  Great. 

GENERATION  III. 

Hugh  the  Great,  son  of  Robert  I  and  Beatrix  of  Vermandois,  was  Duke  of  the  Franks, 
Count  of  Paris  and  Orleans,  and  died  June  16-17,  956.  He  married,  in  936,  Hedwiga  or  Hed- 
wig,  daughter  of  Henry  I,  Emperor  of  Germany  of  the  Saxon  Line.  Issue:  Hugh  Capet. 

GENERATION  IV. 

Hugh  Capet,  King  of  France  from  987  to  996,  son  of  Hugh  the  Great  and  Hedwiga  of 
Germany  was  born  about  938.  He  succeeded  his  father  in  956,  and  became  one  of  the  most 
powerful  of  the  feudal  lords  of  the  Frankish  king  Lothair.  When  Louis  V,  Lothair’s  son,  died 
without  issue,  Hugh  Capet  and  Charles,  Duke  of  Lower  Lorraine,  were  candidates  for  the 
throne.  Through  the  aid  of  Adalberon,  Archbishop  of  Reims,  and  Gerbert,  afterwards  Pope 
Sylvester  II,  Hugh  gained  the  election,  and  was  crowned  by  Adalberon,  probably  at  Noyon,  in 
July,  987.  He  was  a  devoted  son  of  the  church,  to  whose  support  he  owed  the  throne.  He  died 
at  Paris,  October  24,  996.  Hugh  Capet  married  Adele  (Adelaide-Adelais),  daughter  of  William 
III,  Duke  of  Aquitaine.  Issue:  Robert  II. 

GENERATION  V. 

Robert  II,  surnamed  The  Pious,  son  of  Hugh  Capet  and  Adelaide  of  Aquitaine,  was 
born  at  Orleans  about  970.  Hugh  Capet  had  his  son  associated  with  his  government  by  hav¬ 
ing  him  crowned  in  December,  987.  On  his  father’s  death  in  October,  996,  Robert  became 
the  sole  ruler,  and  ruled  until  1031.  He  was  the  ideal  of  medieval  Christianity,  as  is  shown  by 
his  winning  the  surname  of  “Pious,”  because  of  his  humility  and  charity.  Besides  these  quali¬ 
ties  he  possessed  some  of  those  of  the  soldier  and  the  statesman,  as  he  added  considerably  to 
the  royal  domains.  He  died  in  1031.  Robert  II  married  (2nd),  about  1002,  Constance  of  Tou¬ 
louse,  daughter  of  William,  Count  of  Provence.  Issue:  Henry  I. 

GENERATION  VI. 

Henry  I,  son  of  Robert  II  and  his  (2nd)  wife  Constance,  was  born  in  1011,  and  was 
crowned  in  1031  and  reigned  as  King  of  France  until  his  death  on  4  Aug.,  1060.  He  married 
(3)  Anne  of  Russia,  in  1051,  daughter  of  Jaroslaus  (Jaroslau  I),  and  granddaughter  of  Vladi¬ 
mir,  1st  Czar  of  Russia.  Issue:  Philip  I. 

GENERATION  VII. 

Philip  I,  son  of  Henry  I  and  his  (3)  wife  Anne,  was  born  in  1052,  and  was  King  of  France 
from  1060  to  1 108.  He  died  in  July,  1 108,  at  Melun.  Philip  I  married  (1)  Lady  Bertha  de  Hol¬ 
land,  about  1071,  daughter  of  Florent  I,  Count  of  Holland.  Issue:  Louis  VI. 
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GENERATION  VIII. 

Louis  VI,  son  of  Philip  I  and  his  (1)  wife  Lady  Bertha  de  Holland,  was  born  about  1081, 
King  of  France  from  1 108  to  1137,  dying  1  Aug.,  1 137.  Louis  VI  married  (2),  in  1 1 15,  Ade¬ 
laide  or  Alice,  of  Savoy,  daughter  of  Count  Humbert  (Hubert)  II  of  Piedmont.  Issue:  Louis 
VII. 


GENERATION  IX. 


Louis  VII,  son  of  Louis  VI  and  his  (2)  wife  Adelaide,  was  born  in  11x9,  and  King  of 
France  from  1137  to  1180,  dying  19  September  of  the  latter  year.  He  married  (3)  Adelaide, 
daughter  of  Theobold  II,  Count  of  Champagne.  Issue:  Philip  II. 


GENERATION  X. 

Philip  II  (Philip  Augustus),  son  of  Louis  VII  and  his  (3)  wife  Adelaide,  was  born  21 
Aug.,  1 165,  and  was  King  of  France  from  1180  until  his  death  on  14  July,  1223.  He  married 
(1),  on  28  Apr.,  1 180,  Isabel  (Isabella),  daughter  of  Baldwin  V,  Count  of  Hainault.  She  died 
in  1 189  or  1 190.  Issue:  Louis  VIII. 


GENERATION  XI. 

Louis  VIII,  son  of  Philip  II  and  his  (1)  wife  Isabel,  was  born  5  Sept.,  1187,  King  of 
France  1223-1226,  dying  7  Nov.,  1226.  He  married,  in  1200,  Blanche,  daughter  of  Alphonso 
VIII,  King  of  Castile.  Issue:  Louis  IX. 

GENERATION  XII. 

Louis  IX,  son  of  Louis  VIII  and  his  wife  Blanche,  was  born  2 1  Sept.,  1215,  and  was  King 
of  France  from  1226  to  1270,  dying  on  the  25th  of  August  of  that  year,  while  on  an  expedi¬ 
tion  in  Tunis,  Africa.  He  married,  in  1234,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Raymond-Berenger,  4th 
Count  of  Provence.  Issue:  Philip  III. 

GENERATION  XIII. 

Philip  III,  “The  Bold”,  son  of  Louis  IX  and  his  wife  Margaret,  was  born  30  Apr.,  1245, 
King  of  France  from  1270  to  1285,  and  died  5  Oct.  1285.  He  married  (2),  in  August,  1274, 
Marie  (Mary),  died  1322,  daughter  of  Henry  III  of  Brabant.  Issue:  Princess  Margaret. 

GENERATION  XIV. 

Princess  Margaret,  daughter  of  Philip  III,  King  of  France  and  his  (2)  wife  Marie  (Mary), 
died  14  Feb.,  1317,  and  was  buried  at  Grey  Friars,  London.  Princess  Margaret  married,  8 
Sept.  1299,  at  Canterbury,  as  his  (2nd)  wife,  Edward  I,  King  of  England  (Plantagenet),  son  of 
Henry  III  and  his  wife  Elinor.  Edward  I  was  born  17  June,  1239  an<^  died  7  Jtdy,  1307.  SEE 
GENERATION  XXII  of  the  Royal  Descent  through  the  Marbury  Family.  Issue:  Edmund 
Plantagenet  of  “Woodstock”. 

GENERATION  XV. 

Edmund  Plantagenet,  3rd  son  of  King  Edward  I  and  his  (2nd)  wife,  Princess  Margaret, 
was  born  at  Woodstock  on  5  Aug.,  1301,  and  was  created  Earl  of  Kent  on  28  July,  1321.  He 
was  beheaded  at  Winchester  on  19  Mar.,  1329-30.  Edmund  of  “Woodstock”  married  Margaret, 
died  on  21  May,  1349,  daughter  of  John,  Lord  Wake,  of  Liddell.  Issue:  Joan  Plantagenet, 
“The  Fair  Maid  of  Kent”. 
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GENERATION  XVI. 

Joan  Plantagenet,  “The  Fair  Maid  of  Kent”,  (LADY  OF  THE  GARTER— (No.  2)— Had 
Robes  1379-84-85),  daughter  of  Edmund  of  “Woodstock”  and  his  wife  Margaret,  was  the  sole 
heir  of  her  brother  John,  3rd  Earl.  Joan  married  (2nd),  about  1339,  Sir  Thomas  De  Holland— 
KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  13)— son  of  Robert  De  Holand  and  his  wife  Maud  le 
Zouche.  Sir  Thomas  De  Holland  died  in  Normandy  26  or  28  Dec.,  1360,  and  had  been  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Knights  of  the  Garter  in  1348.  SEE  HOLLAND  MANUSCRIPT.  Issue: 
Thomas  De  Holland. 

Joan  Plantagenet  married  (3rd),  to  her  cousin,  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  and  was  the 
mother  of  King  Richard  II.  She  died  on  8  July,  1385,  and  was  buried  beside  Edward  at  Win¬ 
chester. 


GENERATION  XVII. 


Thomas  De  Holland-KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  58),  son  of  Sir  Thomas  De 
Holland  and  his  wife  Joan  Plantagenet,  died  on  25  Apr.,  1397.  He  married  Lady  Alice  Fitz- 
Alan,  the  Countess  of  Kent— LADY  OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  19)  (Had  Robes  1389-1401), 
daughter  of  Richard,  Earl  of  Arundel  and  his  (2)  wife  Lady  Eleanor  Plantagenet.  SEE  FITZ- 
ALAN  OF  ARUNDEL  MANUSCRIPT.  Lady  Alice  died  on  17  Mar.,  1417.  Issue:  Lady 
Eleanor  Holland  (Plantagenet). 


GENERATION  XVIII. 

Lady  Eleanor  Holland  (Plantagenet),  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  De  Holland  and  his  wife 
Lady  Alice  Fitz-Alan,  married,  as  his  first  wife,  Thomas  Montacute,  Earl  of  Salisbury— 
KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  121),  who  died  in  the  service  of  his  country,  being  mor¬ 
tally  wounded  when  commanding  the  English  Army  at  the  siege  of  Orleans  in  1428.  SEE 
MONTACUTE  MANUSCRIPT.  Issue:  Lady  Alice  Montacute,  who  married  Sir  Richard  de 
Nevill— KNIGHT  OF  THE  GARTER  (No.  i52)-(GENERATION  XXVII  in  the  Royal 
Descent  Manuscript).  This  line  continued  through  Generation  XXVII  to  Generation  XL, 
which  is  the  compiler,  Henrietta  Dawson  (Ayres)  Sheppard  (Mrs.  Harper  D.). 
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THE  HACK  FAMILY. 


Many  people  have  written  and  published  articles  on  the  Hacks  of  Cologne,  but  we  have 
only  adhered  to  those  descended  in  a  straight  line  from  George  Hack,  “Mr.”  and  “Dr.”,  son 
of  Severin  Hack  and  Katharina  (Varlet)  Hack,  his  wife,  to  “Fairview”,  Accomack  Co.,  Va. 

The  Hack  family  of  Cologne,  Germany,  appears  to  have  been  very  ancient  according  to 
the  following  records: 

[Kolnische  Geschlechter,  by  Fahne,  page  52]: 

“Hayck  von  Flingern  had  in  their  crest  two  hooks  arranged  in  a  St.  Andrew’s 
Cross.  Of  them  Henrich  held  in  1319  the  local  Mayor’s  Office,  given  to  him  by  the 
abbesse  of  Gerresheim;  they  also  held  in  fief  from  the  same  abbey:  house  with  farm, 
vineyard  and  garden  at  Dusseldorf,  land  and  forest  at  Flingern  with  several  tithes. 

“In  1361  Rudolf  Hacke  von  Herne  was  given  10  mark  in  fief  by  Count  Joh.  of 
Cleve.  Job.  Hacke  leases  a  meadow  at  Adorf  from  the  archbishop  of  Cologne. 

“In  1442  John.  Hacke,  son  of  Amt,  received  the  estate  of  Hesfelden  from  the 
archbishop.  In  1499  Evert  Ilaccke  sells  water  and  meadow  at  Kalle,  called  Hacken- 
wasser,  to  the  archbishop  of  Cologne.” 

[Note  — The  office  of  “Mayor”  was  that  of  Governor,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hoffman  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  Eutaw  St.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  who 
translated  the  above.  Later  it  was  also  translated  by  Dr.  Cleaver  of  the  same 
Church.  Though  I  have  seen  this  book  many  times,  it  disappeared  from  the  Pea¬ 
body  Library,  Baltimore,  Md.,  prior  to  World  War  II.  —  The  compiler.] 

[Fahne’s  Kolnische  Geschlechter  92g-i43Fi57kf  —  Peabody  Library,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  page  128.  Copied  and  translated  by  Mr.  Thomas  Y.  Cooper]: 

“There  was  a  Margrave  family  (military  lord  or  keeper  of  the  marches  or 
borders)  of  this  name  [Hack]  which  had  as  coat  of  arms  a  black  cross  and  on  the 
latter  nine  golden  balls.  Another  family  of  this  name  dwelt  at  Flingern  near  Dues- 
seldorf  and  exercised  there  for  a  period  the  office  of  steward.  Adolf  appears  in  pos¬ 
session  of  this  post  in  1293.  He  ranked  as  knight  and  his  estate  or  holdings  became 
added  to  the  alliance  of  the  municipality  of  Duesseldorf.  As  Count  Adolf  von  Berg 
in  1288  he  separated  from  the  municipal  domain.  I  find  the  following  progeny: 

“N.  N.  Haye  von  Blengeren 

/ 

1.  Henrich  Haick  von  Blengeren  married  Aleid  1369. 

2.  Irmgard  married  Johann  von  Pempilvurde. 

/ 

“Godert  Haick  von  Blyngeren  married  Coyngen  Brucher,  Possessed  of  the  Manor 
at  Wenyheim  in  Buderich.” 
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“A  Cologne  official  family  of  this  name  had  as  coat  of  arms  a  silver  unicorn 
in  a  blue  field  (an  illustration  shows  a  unicorn  rampant  facing  left),  and  I  find  in 
1474  as  a  member  of  this  family  Hartman  Hacke,  bailiff  of  the  high  court.  Goddert 
Hacke  married  Eifgen  and  their  son  was  Arnold,  further 
Herwan  Haeck  married  Elisabeth  Robers 
/ 

1.  Katharina  married  Egidius  Siffler.  2.  Wimar  married  Elisabeth  Rosz, 
1582,  widow. 

3.  Andreas  married  Marg.  Krebs.  4.  Magaretha  married  Georg  Herl  i.v.LA 
THE  HACK  FAMILY  OF  AMERICA. 

Among  the  influential  German  families  who  eventually  settled  on  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Virginia  was  Mr.  (also  called  Dr.)  George  Hack,  “a  High  German,  both  by  parents  and 
birth,  born  in  ye  Citty  of  Cologne,  under  the  Palatinate  thereof”  is  so  recorded  on  March 
28,  1653,  in  Vol.  4,  p.  170,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.  He  was  baptized 
in  Cologne,  Germany,  in  the  Dutch-Reformed  Church  on  March  20,  1620,  as  son  of  Severin 
Hack  and  his  lawful  wife,  Katharina  Varlet,  whose  wedding  was  celebrated  in  the  same 
Church  on  January  30,  1618.  The  father  of  Severin  Hack  was  Joris  (George)  Hack  of 
Cologne,  Germany,  and  the  father  of  his  wife,  Katharina  (Ann  Katharine),  was  Nikolaus 
Varlet.  Sponsors  for  George  Hack,  baptized  in  1620,  were  Philipp  Hack,  acting  for  Jaques 
(Jakob)  Hack,  and  Gertrud  Hack,  the  widow  Dens,  who  were  probably  brother  and  sister  of 
Severin.  Philipp  Hack  is  especially  noted  as  born  in  Cologne. 

The  above  items  were  found,  after  long  search,  by  Dr.  Friedrich  Wecken  of  Oetzsch 
bei  Leipzig,  Germany,  who  first  investigated  the  church  records  of  the  French  Reformed 
Church,  because  there,  in  view  of  the  family  names  “Hack”  and  “Varlet”,  seemed  to  be  a 
promise  of  success.  Also,  a  search  was  made  in  the  records  of  the  Protestant  and  the  German 
Reformed  Churches,  without  success,  and  finally  the  Dutch  Reformed  books  furnished  the 
information. 

The  Hack  Coat  of  Arms,  differing  from  the  ancient  description  in  the  above,  but  hav¬ 
ing  three  hooks  or  scythes  for  a  crest,  are  engraved  on  a  locket  dated  1646,  which  descended 
to  the  last  Peter  Hack  of  “Fairview”,  containing  the  fine  Miniatures  of  Joris  Hack  and  his 
son  G.  N.  Hack.  Under  the  Coat  of  Arms  are  the  words:  “Joris  Hack  A°  1646”.  The  back  of 
the  locket  contains  the  Coat  of  Arms  and  the  front,  “G.  N.  H.”.  This  locket  marks  the  date 
of  their  arrival  in  New  Amsterdam  (now  New  York).  The  full  description  of  the  Arms  is: 

“Arms— Azure,  in  chief,  three  garbs  or,  in  base  on  a  chevron  argent,  four  lozenges  of 
the  first.  Helmet  caped. 

“Crest— Three  scythes  proper. 

“Motto— Avide  et  constanter.” 


We  find  in  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  Vol.  3,  (1849),  PP- 
388-389,  the  following  article.  It  evidently  referred  to  the  same  Hack  family. 

“PASSENGERS  FOR  VIRGINIA 

[Communicated  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Somerby.] 

“4th  July  1635.  Theis  under-written  names  are  to  be  transported  Virginea  im- 
barqued  in  the  Transport  of  London,  Edward  Walker  Mr  p.  Certificate  from  the 


!  .»! il d|  f.  ii i 

' 

' 

bf  h 

'■  >  i'1  !  .  n  ,  .■>, 


•  •  :  i-  '■  .  ••  •  ••  •  If  .<  | 


I 

I 


ttm 


/////// 


//ft 


/O//0 


ZO//O 


/ 770-/0/0 


/0//0-/7/7 


///■re 


//.://- /o//// 


o/o.oo 


err///- .  l/r/t 

// / '//.tt  // 


o/zj,,/,//, .  /L<  0/,/, ytU/y/i 

£/<  //  //  <•  '//ftr/'  /__/ ////'jf/t  /.r . 

fSK /i r/r//ff  jV 


(«///// //t/ 

^t/o/  /"o  / ///.j  /■?/ //n 

/  / 

/ /f O/.-/  f/t/uo/t 


</*/' 


//'</.) 


/<///'</ /ft 


</, 


V  <//'/! 


<  /i  / 


////•Of// 


V  t/t/t  ///•/* 


e/ to /.)<'// 


HACK 


435 


Minister  of  Gravesend  of  their  conformitie  to  the  orders  &  disipline  of  the  Church 
of  England. 

yeres 

“Olliver  Van  Heck  [Hack]  35 

uxor  Katherin  Van  Heck  [Hack]  34 

Peter  Van  Heck  [Hack]  '  7.” 

After  the  arrival  of  Mr.  (Dr.)  George  Hack  in  “New  Netherland”— Amsterdam  (now 
New  York),  he  stayed  there  and  at  “Fort  Good  Hope”  (now  Hartford,  Connecticut)  about 
five  years.  The  first  record  of  him  living  in  Northampton  County,  Va.  is  in  1651. 

On  February  10th  that  year,  he  bought  cattle  from  John  Johnson  [Clerk’s  Office,  East- 
ville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  p.  120].  On  April  0,  1659,  he  made  a  deposition  that 
“he  was  then  aged  about  36  years”,  which  would  make  his  birth  date  1623  instead  of  1620 
as  proven,  but  this  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  in  these  early  depositions  even  though 
they  were  made  by  the  individual.  [Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  8,  p. 
48]. 

Mr.  (Dr.)  George  Hack  married  in  Amsterdam,  Anna  Varlett  (Varlet-Verlett-Varleth), 
born  in  Amsterdam,  Holland,  the  daughter  of  Casper  Varlet  and  his  wife  Judith.  Anna  was 
a  sister  of  Jannetje  (Jane)  Varlett  who  became  the  wife  of  Augustine  Herman,  Lord  of  Bo 
hernia  Manor  in  Maryland.  SEE  VARLETT  MANUSCRIPT. 

[Archives  of  Maryland ,  Vol.  1,  p.  462]: 

“Assembly  Proceedings,  Sept. -Oct.  1663. 

“Thursday  Seph  17th. 

“Present  Philip  Calvert  Esqr.  deputy  Leiutennk  &:  Chancellor.  Henry  Sewall 
Esqr.  Secretary  Jerome  White  Baker  Brooke  Edward  Lloyd  Henry  Coursey 
and  John  Bateman  Esqrs. 

“Then  was  read  the  petn.  of  Augustine  Herman  for  an  Act  for  Naturalizacon 
for  himselfe  Children  and  his  brother  in  Lawe  George  Hack. 

“Ordered  likewise  that  an  Acte  of  Naturalizacon  be  prepared  for  Augustine 
Herman,  and  his  Children  and  his  brother  in  Lawe  George  Hack  and  his  wife  and 
Children.” 

This  statement  of  George  Hack  being  a  brother-in-law  of  Augustine  Herman  is  proven 
and  shown  by  their  having  married  the  Varlet  sisters,  Anna  and  Jannetje  (Jane),  who  carried 
Varlet  names  through  their  children,  preserving,  as  was  the  custom,  the  names  of  their  fore¬ 
bears.  One  genealogist  misled  the  compiler  by  introducing  the  Herman  line  into  the  straight 
Hack  line,  saying  that  a  George  Nicholas  Hack  married  Anne  Leisler  Herman,  and  she  con¬ 
tinued  under  that  misapprehension  for  several  years  until  the  error  was  discovered  and  the 
matter  cleared  up. 

In  Vol.  4,  p.  113,  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  it  is  stated  “Mrs.  Anna 
Varlett,  Ye  wife  of  Mr.  George  Hacke,  dwelling  in  Virginia”  bought  a  Pinnace  named  “ye 
ffortune”  “being  at  Anchor  heare”,  meaning  Amsterdam,  New  Netherlands  (New  York).  In 
O’Callahan’s  Dutch  Manuscripts ,  page  129,  Oct.  7,  1652  “Anna  Verlett  wife  of  George 
Hack”  is  mentioned  in  connection  with  cattle  sent  to  Virginia  by  Augustyn  Herman,  etc. 
Dr.  George  Hack  had  a  brother  Severin  (Sepherin)  Hack,  whose  name  was  included  among 
those  for  whom  he  received  land  in  Virginia.  Severin  was  killed  by  the  Indians  before  Sept. 
19,  1661,  as  on  that  date  Philip  Calvert,  Esq.,  Governor  of  Maryland,  with  his  Council,  had 
Pinna,  King  of  the  Pickhattomitta  Indians  in  Delaware  Bay,  to  come  before  the  Council, 
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and  Gov.  Calvert  made  peace  with  him,  conditional  upon  his  delivery  of  the  Indians  who  had 
killed  John  Norden  and  Severin  (Sepherin)  Hack.  [Ref:  Archives  of  Maryland,  Vol.  Ill, 
pp.  414-432]. 

Dr.  George  Hack  was  called  a  Dutchman  of  some  consequence  and  lived  on  and  near  the 
Sassafras  River,  called  “Ann  Katharine’s  Neck”  in  Cecil  Co.,  Md.,  which  he  sold  to  Abraham 
Morgan  in  1660. 

[Archives  of  Maryland,  Proceedings  of  the  Provincial  Court,  Vol.  XLI,  p.  492.  Liber 
P.C.R.  Nov.  26,  1GG1]: 

“Be  it  knowne  unto  all  men  by  theis  pesents  that  I  George  Hack  Phisitian  for 
me  my  heires  Executors  Administrs  haue  bargained  and  sould  as  I  by  theis  pesents 
doe  bargaine  and  sell  unto  Abraham  Morgan  his  heires  and  Assigns  one  Tract  of 
land  contayning  foure  hundred  acres  called  Anne  Cattrins  Weeke  [Neck]  lying  and 

. Maryland  in . other  side  upon  the  Baye  and  Easte  riuer  as 

the  Pattent  more  and  at  large  doth  specifye  To  haue  and  to  hould  the  aboue  men- 
coned  tract  of  land  for  him  his  heires  and  Assigns  for  euer  And  doe  alsoe  by  theis 
promise  todeliuer  unto  the  said  Abraham  Morgan  the  Pattent  of  this  specifyed  land 
at  the  tyme  as  the  said  Abraham  Morgan  has  made  full  sattisfaccon  of  this  specifyed 
land  unto  the  aboue  menconed  Hack  or  his  Assigns  To  the  true  performance  of  the 
same  (we)  haue  this  Subscribeth  with  our  owne  hand  and  Seale  this  Eighteenth  day 
of  Septembr  1660. 

[George]  Hack.” 

“Testis:  John  Elzey,  Seuerin  Hack.” 

“Upon  which  Assigning  was  endorsed  on  the  back  side  of  it  this  following  Assignmt 
vizt 

“I  Abraham  Morgan  x  x  x  x  x  sold  this  patent  to  Mr.  Symon  Carpender  for  the  same 
amount,  ten  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco  and  this  was  Witnessed  by  Fra.  Wright, 
John  Elzey,  at  a  Provinciall  Cort  held  the  8th  day  of  February  1G60. 

“The  mke  XO  of  Abraham  Morgan.” 

Following  are  the  earliest  references  to  Dr.  George  Hack  in  the  Virginia  records: 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  Fol.  120]: 

Dr.  George  Hacke  from  John  Johnson  —  sale  of  cattle  —  Feb.  10,  1651. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  Fol.  120]: 

Mr.  George  Hacke  from  Tobias  Norton  —  sale  of  300  Acres  of  Land  “upon 
Nuswattocks  Creecke”  —  July  20,  1651. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  Fol.  120]: 

Dr.  George  Hacke  from  Steph:  Charlton  —  sale  of  cattle  —  May  14,  1652. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  page  144]: 

“At  the  request  of  Mr.  Geo:  Hacke  a  survey  had  &:  taken  of  400d  acrs  of  land 
scituate  in  Northampton  County  att  Matchetanke  Creeke:  bounded  on  ye  Westerne 
parte  by  ye  Land  of  Nicholas  Waddelowe:  &  on  ye  Southerne  by  the  mayne  Creecke 
And  runneinge  Northerly  towards  Anancocke:  this  12  June  1652. 

By  mee  Edm:  Scarburgh.” 
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[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  Fol.  92]: 

Dr.  George  Hacke  “vissited  wth  a  viollent  feavr  whereby  hee  is  disinabled  to  at¬ 
tend  ye  Cort”.  Suit  between  Dr.  George  Hacke  and  Robert  Burwell  continued  to 
the  next  Court  —  July  28,  1652. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  page  1 13]: 

“Jensien  Blanck  of  Amsterdam  in  ye  New  Netherlands”  to  ‘‘Mrs.  Anna  Var- 
lett  (or  Vanlett;  spelled  both  ways)  ye  wife  of  Mr  George  Hacke  dwellinge  in  Vir- 
ginnia”.  Sale  of  a  Pinnace  ‘‘named  ye  ffortune  being  at  Anchor  heare”  (Amsterdam) 
-Aug.  9,  1652. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  Fol.  105]: 

Dr.  George  Hacke  vs.  Robert  Burwell  —  Suit  dismissed  at  the  cost  of  Burwell. 
Sept.  29,  1652. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  Fol.  134]: 

Dr.  George  Hacke  from  John  Severne  —  sale  of  cattle.  Oct.  7,  1652. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  Fol.  184]: 

George  Hacke  to  Richard  Paill  and  William  Sherman  —  “Towe  third  pte  of 
my  Barque  called  ye  ffortune  now  rydeinge  before  my  bowse”  —  Jan.  9,  1653. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  Fol.  170]: 

‘‘Forasmuch  as  Dr  Geor  Hacke  (practiconr  in  phisicke)  hath  this  daye  made 
appr  to  ye  Cort  by  Sev’all  indubitable  evident  Testimonye  That  hee  is  a  high  Ger- 
mayne  (both  by  parents  &  birth)  borne  in  ye  Citty  of  Collyne:  undr  the  palatinate 
therefore  ye  Cort  doth  declare  the  sd  Docr  George  Hacke  to  bee  a  Germayne:  And 
have  ordrd  to  yt  effect  these  lynes  bee  recorded  That  all  psons  (whome  it  inaye  con- 
c'ne)  maye  take  notice  thereof”.  March  28,  1653. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  Fol.  173]: 

Dr.  George  Hacke  from  John  Rutter  —  sale  of  cattle.  Oct.  20,  1653. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  page  174]: 

“I  Tepitavan  Kinge  of  great  Nuswattocks  have  bargayned  and  sould  8c  deliv¬ 
ered  unto  Docr  George  Hacke  to  him  his  heyres,  Exrs  or  Assignes  for  evr  a  crtayne 
pcell  of  land  to  ye  quantitye  of  One  Thousand  Acres  (by  the  English  Accolt)  8c  scit- 
tuate,  lyeinge  &:  beinge  upon  Pungotegge  Creecke  at  the  South  side  of  ye  sd  Creecke 
beginning  att  a  small  Branch  8c  from  thence  runninge  Southwest  into  ye  mayne 
Baye”.  Oct.  27,  1653. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  Fol.  173]: 

Mr.  George  Hacke  from  Thomas  Bell  —  100  Acres  of  Land  “Scittuate,  lyeinge 
k  beinge  upon  Nuswattoxe  Creecke”.  Nov.  8,  1653. 
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[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  page  207]: 

Mr.  George  Hacke— Certificate  lor  500  Acres  of  Land  “by  rights  undr  written” 
George  Hacke,  Ann  Hacke,  Kath:  Varlett,  Corneleus  Garrisee,  Henry  Gunnotor, 
Dennis  Megna,  John  Megna,  Ann  Megna;  (Trances  &  Jane  Negros.  Nov.  9,  1653. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  5,  page  141]: 

Court  order  that  Mrs.  Ann  Charlton,  widow  of  Capt.  Steph:  Charlton  [also 
widow  of  Anthony  West,  ancestor  of  the  compiler],  pay  to  Mr.  George  Hack  the 
sum  of  1288  lbs.  tobacco.  Feb.  28,  1655. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  5,  Fob  142]: 

Court  order  that  John  Haggoman  pay  Mr.  George  Hack  460  lbs.  tobacco  8c 
caske.  Feb.  28,  1655. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  9,  page  27]: 

George  Hack,  Physician— Cargo  of  Tobacco— Bark  William  8c  Jan.  of  North- 
ton  in  Virginia— John  Vines,  Master  “to  be  delivered  at  Manhatans,  New  Am¬ 
sterdam  unto  Cornelius  Steenwick,  Merch1  or  his  ordr”.  Aug.  8,  1658. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  9,  page  27]: 

George  Hack,  Physician  to  William  Boucher.  Lease  of  “Land  called  Hacks 

Neck  containing  about  one  hundred  Acres”  .  “Scituate  lyeing  8c  being 

upon  Anancock  Creek”— For  the  term  of  eight  years.  Oct.  6,  1658. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  1658-59,  Vol.  8,  page  45]: 

Dr.  George  Hack— Certificate  for  1,350  Acres  of  Land  for  “rights  undr  writ¬ 


ten  — 

George  Nicholas  Hack 
Sepherim  Hack 
Ann  Katherine  Hack 

Brian . O’ Maly 

Benjamen  Jones 
Dorman  Nephrinnige 
Mary  Nearth 
Augustine  Rieters 
Claud  Gilbert 


Margarett  Palmer 
Domingo,  a  Negro 
George,  a  Negro 
Katherine,  a  Negro 
Ann,  a  Negro 
Gilhelmus  Varlee 
William  Ffoxry 
Simon  Taylor 
Brigitta  Williams 


Ann  Ffoxry 
1  imotliy  Blackford 
Hendrick  Velkerts 
John  Garrits 
Rynick  Garrits 
Augustine  Harmons 
Barnard  Ramsy 
Adrian  Ramsy 
Cornells  Hendrickson. 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  8,  Fob  48]: 

George  Hack— Age  about  36  years.  His  Depositions  concerning  dispute  between 
Nicholas  Waddelowe  and  Coll:  Carter  about  a  Water  Mill.  Apr.  6,  1659.  [He  was 
baptized  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  Cologne,  Germany,  on  March  20,  1620]. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  9,  page  64]: 

George  Hacke  from  Robert  Thimelby— Bond.  “At  my  next  return  out  of  Eng¬ 
land  Into  Virginia  wch  will  be  about  next  December  following  the  date  hereunder 
Specified,  deliver  and  make  over  unto  George  Hack  his  heirs  and  assigns  one  Boy 
Servant  healthy  8c  good  Condition  about  ye  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen  years,  to  Serve 
according  to  the  Custome  of  ye  Country” . “in  case  of  Non  performance 
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of  this  above  mentioned  Condition . I  the  said  Robert  Thimelby  do  also 

engage  Myself  for  my  Heires  Exrs  Admrs  to  procure  8c  deliver  a  Pattent  unto  ye  above 
said  Hack  his  Heires  or  Assigns  of  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Fifty  Acres  of 
Land  out  of  his  pattent  of  Six  thousand  Acres  being  bounded  by  Pyancatancke 
Branch  next  to  his  first  two  thousand  Acres.”  Apr.  28,  1659.  Recorded  Apr.  16,  1666. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  9,  page  51]: 

Dr.  George  Hack  of  Northampton^  and  Mr.  Augustine  Harmon  of  Manhathan 
—Arbitration  and  Determination  of  all  bills,  bonds,  Accounts,  8cc.  between  them  by 
John  Custis  and  John  Michael,  chosen  by  joint  consent  of  both  parties  “seriously 
having  examined  their  papers  &  with  Mitigation  of  the  Umpire  Coll.  Edm:  Scar- 
burgh  find  that  the  Said  Geo:  Hack  Standeth  Indebted  unto  Augustine  Harmon  the 
full  and  just  sum  of  Seventeen  Thousand  two  hundred  Seventy  8c  four  pounds  of 
good  Tobacco  &  Cask  Clear  of  ground  Leaves  8c  Trash”.  Nov.  29,  1659. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  9,  page  65]: 

Dr.  George  Hack  from  Edm:  Scarburgh— Assignment  of  a  man  servant,  “Brian 
O’Neale”.  Oct.  6,  1654.  Recorded  Apr.,  1660. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  9,  page  118]: 

George  Hack  to  William  Chase— Power  “to  demand  payment  of  Thomas  Steers 

. and  in  case  of  Refusal  to  arrest  him  8c  Imprison,  Release  &  Acquit  ye  sd 

Steers  as  amply  &  fully  as  I  myself  were  present”.  Chase  to  give  an  account  of  his  pro¬ 
ceedings,  8cc.  June  25,  1662. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  County,  Va.,  Vol.  9,  page  121]: 

Dr.  George  Hack  of  Northampton  County,  Virginia,  from  John  Jenkins— Sale 
of  Cattle.  July,  1G61.  Recorded  July  7,  1662. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  9,  page  121]: 

George  Hack— “Cecilius  absolute  Lord  8c  proprietory  of  ye  provinces  of  Mary¬ 
land  8c  Avalon  Barron  of  Baltimore,  &c.  Pattent  for  Land— in  Consideracon  yt  George 
Hack  hath  Transported  himself,  Bryon  O’Maly,  Mary  NeHart  &  Abraham  Morgan 

into  this  or  province  here  to  Inhabit . do  hereby  Grant  to  ye  Sd  George 

Hack  all  of  yl  Neck  of  Land  called  Anna  Catherina  Neck  near  unto  ye  head  of  Ches- 
sapeake  Bay  8c  next  adjoining  to  ye  Land  lately  laid  out  for  Francis  Clays  land, 
Chesapeak  Bay  8c  Bay  head  Creek,  containingqoo  acres”.  Dated  May  2,  1659.  Assign¬ 
ment  of  the  above  pattent  by  George  Hack  to  Simon  Carpenter  Aug.  29,  1662. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Vol.  9,  page  210.]: 

George  Hack  and  others— Petition  to  the  Governor.  “Humbly  Sheweth  That 
your  Petitioners  have  for  their  better  advancement  of  Livelyhood  transported  their 
Cattle  into  the  Province  of  Maryland  before  wch  time  your  Petitioners  had  accord¬ 
ing  to  Law  procurd  several  of  the  Inhabitants  to  take  acco1  of  them,  and  their  marks 
.  for  want  of  returning  the  Evidence  to  the  Clerke  to  be  Recorded 

+  Northampton  was  originally  called  Accotnacke  (modern  name  Accomack)  which  was  one  of  the  original  Shires 
or  Counties  into  which  Virginia  was  divided  in  1634.  In  1642/3,  its  name  was  changed  to  Northampton,  and 
in  16G3  it  was  divided  into  Northampton  and  Accomack  Counties,  as  it  is  today.  [Ref.  Cavaliers  and  Pioneers, 
by  Nell  Marion  Nugent,  Introduction;  and,  Hening's  Statutes  at  Large,  Vol.  I,  page  249.] 
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(through  ready)  wch  Clause  we  were  Ignorant  of,  we  are  all  Arrested  in  his  Majties 
Name  for  breach  thereof  and  likely  to  incur  the  penalty  wth  out  your  Honours 

great  Clemency .  intends  neither  to  wrong  any  man  nor  break  the  least 

title  of  his  Majties  Laws  nor  the  Laws  of  this  Colony  to  grant  your  Petitioners  your 
Honours  favorable  Letter  to  the  Court  whereto  they  are  Arrested  that  if  your  Peti¬ 
tioners  can  make  appear  what  they  have  here  declared  that  then  they  may  be  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  suit, . March  7,  1GG4. 

Although  Dr.  George  Hack  is  recorded  in  the  Northampton  Records  on  March  28,  1653, 
already  quoted,  as  a  high  German,  born  in  Cologne;  on  March  the  10th,  1G58,  at  the  grand 
Assembly  held  at  Jamestown,  he  was  naturalized  as  a  Dutchman,  as  shown  in  the  following: 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Va.,  Northampton  Comity  Records ,  Vol.  7,  page  97]: 

“By  the  grand  Assembly  of  Virginia  held  at  James  City  March  ye  10th  1658. 

“Whereas  by  Act  of  Assembly  held  at  James  City  this  Instant  March  1657  It  *s 
enacted  that  all  Aliens  &  Strangers  which  have  Inhabited  this  Country  four  years 
and  are  firmly  resolved  to  make  this  Country  the  place  of  their  constant  Residence 
Should  be  free  Denizens  of  this  Coll:  and  thereby  be  Invested  with  all  priviledges 
they  are  any  Capable  of  This  present  grand  Assembly  upon  the  pett:  Of  Mr.  Wm. 
Westerhouse  Mr  George  Hack  &  Lambert  Groaten  Duchmen  have  hereby  declared 
approved  and  made  the  said  P’sons  free  Denizens  of  Virginia  giving  thereby  and 
granting  unto  the  said  Westerhouse  Hack  &  Groaten  full  power  &  priviledge  to 
purchase  hold  and  dispose  of  Lands  to  Trade  &  Traffick  and  all  other  lawful  privi¬ 
leges  Sc  Immunities  to  be  Invested  with  and  enjoy  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  to  all 
Intents  and  purposes  as  if  they  had  been  Englishmen  born  the  bearing  of  publick 
offices  and  Imploym’ts  excepted  with  wch  Denizations  their  Children  all  may  be 
Invested  wth  always  provided  y’t  in  the  County  Court  where  they  do  or  Shall  reside 
y’t  they  Shall  take  an  oath  of  Fidelity  to  ye  Country  which  oath  is  to  be  administered 
by  ye  Comiss:  of  ye  said  County  Court  and  there  to  be  recorded  given  this  7th 
April  1658.” 

“Henry  Randolph.” 

That  Dr.  George  Hack  was  a  man  of  wealth  is  proven  by  the  many  Patents  for  land 
granted  him  in  Virginia  for  bringing  in  settlers  at  his  own  expense. 

The  following  three  grants,  aggregating  2,400  acres,  are  interesting  facsimiles  of  his 
original  grants: 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  y,  page  127]: 

“To  all  Sec.,  Whereas  &:c.,  Now  Know  yee  that  I  the  said  Richard  Bennett,  Esq., 
Sec.,  give  and  grant  unto  Dr.  George  Hack  one  thousand  Acres  of  Land  Situate  in 
the  County  of  Northampton  Nine  hundred  Acres  whereof  at  PongotegueCreeke  be- 
gining  at  a  little  branch  on  the  South  Side  of  the  said  Creeke  thence  Extending 
westerly  down  the  Said  Creeke  bounded  on  the  Easterne  parts  by  the  Little  branch 
or  first  bounder  on  the  Land  of  Sampson  Robins  on  the  Northerne  by  the  Maine 
Creeke  on  the  westerne  by  the  bay  and  runing  Southerly  into  the  woods  towards 
Nondin  Creeke  one  hundred  Acres  the  remainder  being  two  Small  Islands  Seated 
near  the  North  point  of  Pongotegue  Creeke  Environed  with  water  and  Marsh 
ground  Containing  the  said  quantity  of  Land;  The  said  Land  being  due  unto  the 
said  Dr.  Hack  by  and  for  the  transportation  of  twenty  persons  into  this  Colony  to 
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have  and  to  hold  8cc.,  Yeilding  and  paying  &c.,  which  payment  &c.,  provided  &c., 


Dated  the  12th.  of  October  1652. 

Ex.  William  Tomlin 

Row:  Evans 

John  Edwards 

Domingo,  Siria 

Henry  Willis 

Edward  Evans 

Wm.  Roach  (Roucli) 

Sc  Patana  — 

Thomas  Browne 

Mary  Edgar 

Mary  Williams 

3  Negros. 

Alice  Price 

Edward  Cowins 

Jonathan  Should 

Thomas  Collar 

Win.  Holt 

Marg:  Purnell 

John  Currey 
Sampson  Robins 

Mary  Batchells 

Thomas  Browne” 

“Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  office. 
“Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  23rd.  day  of  June,  1921. 

“fno.  W.  Richardson’’ 

(SEAL)  Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  3,  page  244]: 

“Geo:  Hack  “To  all  &c.,  Whereas  8cc.,  Now  Know  Yee  that  1  the  said  Rich- 

400  ard  Bennett  Esqr.,  & c.,  give  and  grant  Unto  George  Hack  four 

Ex.  hundred  Acres  of  Land  Situate  in  Northampton  County  at 

Matchotank  Creeke  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Land  of 
Nicholas  Waddilow  on  the  Southerne  by  the  Said  Creeke  and  running  Northerly 
towards  Onancock  the  Said  Land  being  due  Unto  the  Said  George  Hack  by  and  for 

the  transportation  of  . .  persons  into  this  Colony  &c.,  To  have  and  to  hold  &:c., 

which  payment  is  to  be  made  Se  veil  yeares  after  the  first  grant  or  Seating  thereof  and 
not  before  provided  Sec.,  Dated  the  first  of  July  1653 

John  Parsons  Xper.  Achman  George  Dams  John  Evans 

Will  Benges  Will  Combay  Thomas  Crumpe  Tho.  Hickhocke” 

“Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

“I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  office. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  1st.  day  of  July,  1921. 

(SEAL)  “ Jno.  W.  Richardson” 

Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  4,  page  488]: 

“Doctor  Geo.  Hacke  “To  all  8cc.,  Whereas  &c.,  Now  Know  ye  That  1  the  said  Francis 
1000  Acres  Moryson  Esquire  Governor  &c.,  give  and  grant  unto  Doctor 

Exd.  George  Hacke  One  thousand  Acres  of  Land  lying  and  being  in 

the  County  of  Northampton  and  bounded  as  followeth.  Nine 
hundred  Acres  of  the  said  Land  at  Pungoteague  Creek  Beginning  at  a  Little  branch 
011  the  South  side  of  the  said  Creek,  thence  extending  Westerly  down  the  said  Creek 
bounded  on  the  Eastern  parts  by  the  Little  branch  or  first  bounds  and  the  Land  of 
3  Sampson  Robins  on  the  Northern  by  the  main  Creek,  On  the  Western  by  the  Bay, 

and  running  Southerly  into  the  Woods  towards  Nondree  Creek.  The  Residue  being 
two  hundred  Acres  is  Contained  in  two  Small  Islands  lying  near  the  North  point  of 
Pungoteague  Creek  invironed  with  Water  and  Marsh  ground.  The  said  Land  being 
due  to  the  said  Hacke  per— Transportation  of  twenty  persons  &c.,  To  Have  and  to 
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Hold  &c.,  To  be  Held  &c.,  Yielding  and  paying  Sec.,  Dated  the  23rd.  of  September 
1661.” 

“Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

“I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  office. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  1st.  day  of  July,  1921. 

(SEAL)  “Jno.  W.  Richardson” 

Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 

Dr.  George  Hack  removed  to  Maryland  in  the  year  1658,  and  took  with  him  a  number  of 
those  who  had  gone  to  Virginia  with  him. 

From  Cecilus,  2nd  Lord  Baltimore  and  First  Proprietary  of  Maryland,  he  received  grants 
for  nearly  2,000  acres  of  land,  the  Patents  for  which  follow: 

[Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Md.,  Patent,  Liber  No.  4,  folio  44]: 

“CECI  LI  US  Absolute  Lord  and  Proprietary  of  the  Provinces  of  Maryland, 
and  Avalon  Lord  Baron  of  Baltemore  &:c. 

“To  all  persons  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  Greeting  in  our  Lord  God 
Everlasting— 

“KNOW  YEE  that  we  for  and  in  consideration  that  George  Hack  hath  trans¬ 
ported  himself,  Bryan  O’Maly,  Mary  Ne  Hart  and  Abraham  Morgan  into  this  our 
province  here  to  inhabitt,  and  upon  such  conditions  and  terms  as  are  expressed  in 
our  conditions  of  plantation  of  our  sd  province  of  Maryland  under  our  greater  Seal 
att  Armes  bearing  date  att  London  the  Second  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
God,  One  Thousand  Six  hundred  forty  nine  with  such  alteracon  as  in  them  is  made 
by  our  declaration  bearing  date  the  Six  and  twentieth  day  of  August,  Anno  One 
Thousand  Six  hundred  fifty  one  and  remaining  upon  record  in  our  said  province  do 
hereby  grant  to  the  sd  George  Hack  all  that  neck  of  Land  called  ANNA  CATHER- 
INA  NECK  near  unto  the  head  of  Chesapeak  Bay  and  next  adjoyning  to  the  land 
lately  laid  out  for  Francis  Clay— 

“BEGINNING  att  the  sd  Clays  marked  Oak  in  a  marsh,  and  running  South 
East  and  by  South  by  the  Bay  side  for  Breadth  Two  hundred  and  forty  perches  to  a 
Creek  called  the  Bay  head  Creek,  bounding  on  the  West  with  the  Land  of  the  sd  Clay 
for  the  length  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  perches,  on  the  North  wth  a  Line  drawn 
South  East  and  by  South  untill  it  falls  unto  the  Creek  on  the  East  with  the  sd  Creeke 
on  the  South  with  the  said  Bay— 

“CONTAINING  and  now  laid  out  for  Four  hundred  Acres  more  or  less— 
TOGETHER  with  all  prohtts  Rights  and  Benefitts  thereunto  belonging  (Royall 
Mines  Excepted) 

“TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  the  same  unto  him  the  sd  George  Hack  his  heirs 
and  Assignes  for  ever.  To  be  holden  of  us  and  our  heirs  as  of  our  Mannor  of  Balte¬ 
more  in  free  and  common  Soccage  ty  fealty  only  for  all  Services  YEILDING  and  Pay¬ 
ing  therefore  yearly  unto  us  and  our  heirs  att  our  Receipt  at  St.  Maries  att  the  two 
most  usuall  feasts  in  the  Year,  Vizt:  att  the  feast  of  St.  Michaell  the  Archangell,  and 
att  the  feast  of  the  annunciation  of  our  blessed  Lady  by  even  and  equall  Portions  the 
Rent  of  Eight  Shillings  Sterl  in  Silver  or  Gold,  or  the  full  value  thereoff  in  such  co- 
modities  as  we  and  our  heirs  or  such  Officer  or  Officers  appointed  by  us  or  our  heirs 
from  time  to  time  to  collect  and  receive  the  same,  shall  accept  in  discharge  thereof, 
att  the  choice  of  us  and  our  heirs,  or  such  Officer  or  Officers  as  aforesd— 

“GIVEN  att  St.  Maries  under  our  great  Seal  of  our  said  province  of  Maryland 
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the  Second  day  of  May  in  the  Seven  and  twentieth  Year  of  our  Dominion  over  the 
said  province  of  Maryland,  Annoq  Domini,  One  thousand  Six  hundred  fifty  and 
nine. 

“WITNESS  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Josias  Fendall  Esqr  our  Lieua:  of  our 
sd  province.’’ 

“LAND  OFFICE  OF  MARYLAND,  SCT: 

“I  Hereby  Certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  Copy  of  PATENT  “ANNA 
CATHFRINA  NECK,”  400  acres,  patented  to  George  Hack,  May  2nd.  1659,  as  re¬ 
corded  in  Liber  No.  4,  folio  44,  one  of  the  original  Record  Books  on  file  in  this  Of¬ 
fice. 

“IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have  here- 
(SEAL)  unto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  Seal  of  the  Land 

Office  of  Maryland,  this  23rd.  day  of  June,  nineteen 
hundred  and  twenty-one. 

“James  S.  Shepherd” 

COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE.” 


“GEORGE  HACK,  HIS  PATENT, 
‘HACKSTON,’  800  ACRES, 
PATENTED  JUNE  21st.  1662 


[Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Md.,  Liber  No.  5,  folio  114]: 

“CECILIUS  &c.  To  all  persons  to 
whom  these  presents  shall  come 
Greeting  in  our  Lord  God  Ever¬ 
lasting  KNOW  YEE  that  we  for 
and  in  consideration  that  George  Hack  of  this  province  Gent  hath  due  unto  him 
Eight  hundred  Acres  of  Land,  within  this  province,  and  upon  such  conditions  and 
terms  as  are  Expressed  in  our  conditions  of  plantation  of  our  said  province  of 
Maryland,  under  our  greater  Seal  at  Armes  bearing  date  at  London  the  2d  day  of 
July  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  1649,  and  remaining  upon  record  in  our  said 
province  of  Maryland  with  such  alteration  as  in  them  is  made  by  our  declaration 
bearing  date  the  26  of  August  Anno  1651,  likewise  remaining  upon  record  in  our  sd 
province  of  Maryland.  Do  hereby  grant  unto  him  the  said  George  Hack  a  parcell 
of  Land  called  HACKSTON,  lying  on  the  East  side  of  Chesapeak  Bay,  and  on  the 
North  side  of  a  River  in  the  said  Bay  called  Sassafrax  River  next  adjoyning  to  the 
Land  lately  laid  out  for  Olliver  Sprye. 

“BEGINNING  at  the  said  Spryes  Eastermost  bounded  Oak  running  East  South 
East  up  the  River  for  breadth  four  hundred  perches  to  a  marked  Oak  near  a  Marsh 
by  the  Rivers  side,  bounding  on  the  East  by  a  Line  drawn  North  and  by  West  from 
the  said  Oak  Three  hundred  and  twenty  perches,  on  the  North  by  a  line  drawn  West 
North  West  from  the  end  of  the  North  and  by  West  Line  until  it  intersect  a  parralell 
drawn  from  the  said  Spryes  Land,  on  the  West  with  the  sd  Land  and  parallell  on  the 
South  with  the  said  River. 

“CONTAINING  and  now  laid  out  for  Eight  hundred  acres  more  or  less. 

“TOGETHER  with  all  rights,  profits  and  benefitts  thereunto  belonging 
(Royall  Mines  Excepted) 

“TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  the  same  unto  him  the  said  George  Hack  his 
heirs  and  Assignes  for  ever.  To  be  holden  of  us  and  our  heirs  as  of  our 
Mannor  of  Baltemore  in  free  and  common  Soccage  by  fealty  only  for  all 
manner  of  Services  Yeilding  and  Paying  therefore  yearly  unto  us  and  our  heirs  at 
our  receipt  at  St.  Maries  at  the  two  most  usuall  feasts  in  the  year  Vizt.  at  the  feast  of 
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the  annunciation  of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  and  at  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the 
Archangel  by  even  and  equal  1  portions  the  Rent  of  Sixteen  Shillings  Sterling 
in  Silver  or  Gold,  or  the  full  value  thereof  in  such  comodities,  as  we  and  our 
heirs  or  such  officer  or  officers  appointed  by  us  and  our  heirs  from  time  to  time  to 
Collect  and  receive  the  same  shall  accept  in  discharge  thereof  at  the  choice  of  us  and 
our  heirs,  or  such  officer  or  officers  as  afd. 

“GIVEN  at  St.  Maries  under  our  greater  Seal  of  our  sd  province  of  Maryland 
the  21  of  June  in  the  31  Year  of  our  dominion  over  our  sd  province  of  Maryland 
Annoq  Domini  1662. 

“WITNESS  our  dear  Son  and  heir  Charles  Calvert  Esqr.  our  Lieutenant  Gen¬ 
erali  of  our  said  province  of  Maryland.” 

“LAND  OFFICE  OF  MARYLAND,  SCT: 

“I  Hereby  Certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  Copy  of  Patent  ‘HACKSTON,’ 
800  acres,  patented  to  George  Hack  June  2  1st.  1662,  as  recorded  in  Liber  No.  5,  folio 
1 14,  one  of  the  original  Record  Books  on  file  in  this  Office. 

“IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have  here- 
(SEAL)  unto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  Seal  of  the  Land 

Office  of  Maryland,  this  23rd.  day  of  June,  nineteen 
hundred  and  twenty-one. 

“Jas.  S.  Shepherd” 

COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE.” 

[Land  Office,  Annapolis,  Md.,  Liber  No.  9,  folio  70]: 

“September  the  iiii  th  M  D  C  L  C  iiii 

“Laid  out  for  George  Hack  of  Accomack  Gent,  a  parcell  of  land  called  WOR- 
MUST  lying  in  a  River  on  the  East  Side  of  the  Bay  in  Baltemore  County  called 
Bohemia  river  and  on  the  Westermost  Side  of  the  said  river. 

“BEGINNING  at  a  marked  white  oake  respecting  to  the  East  ye  plantation  of 
Mr.  Augustine  Herman,  Standing  on  a  Banck  by  a  Creek  called  Omeely  Creek  run¬ 
ning  from  the  said  white  oke  down  the  river  for  bredth  one  hundred  thirty  five 
pclies  to  a  marked  Chesnutt  Tree  Standing  in  a  Cove  bounded  on  the  Said  Chesnutt 
Tree  by  a  line  drawn  South  South  West  for  length  into  the  woods,  five  hundred 
thirty  four  perches,  bounded  on  the  South  South  West,  by  a  line  drawn  East  South 
East  one  hundred  thirty  five  perches,  bounded  on  the  East  South  East  by  a  line 
drawn  North  North  East  to  the  marked  white  oke  together  with  the  said  River. 

“CONTAINING  and  laid  out  for  four  hundred  &  fifty  acres  and  to  be  held  of 
the  Mannor  of  Baltemore. 

“Per  me  GEORGE  GOULDSMITH” 

“LAND  OFFICE  OF  MARYLAND,  SCT: 

“I  Hereby  Certify  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  Copy  of  Certificate  of  ‘WOR- 
MUST’  450  acres,  surveyed  for  George  Hack  September  4th.  1665,  as  recorded  in 
Liber  No.  9,  folio  70,  one  of  the  original  Record  Books  on  file  in  this  office. 

“IN  TESTIMONY  WHEREOF,  I  have  here- 
(SEAL)  unto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  Seal  of  the  Land 

Office  of  Maryland,  this  23rd.  day  of  June,  nineteen 
hundred  and  twenty-one. 

“Jas.  S.  Shepherd” 

COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE.” 
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George  Hack  is  called  “brother-in-Lawe”  by  Augustine  Herman  in  the  following  records 
concerning  their  Naturalization  in  Maryland. 

[Archives  of  Maryland,  Vol.  I,  page  462]: 

“At  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  held  at  St.  Mary’s  City  September  17th,  1663. 

*  *  * 

“Then  was  read  the  petn.  of  Augustine  Herman  for  an  Act  for  Naturalizacon 
for  himselfe  Children  and  his  brother  in  Lawe  George  Hack.” 

“Ordered  likewise  that  an  Acte  of  Naturalizacon  be  prepared  for  Augustine 
Herman,  and  his  Children  and  his  brother  in  Lawe  George  Hack  and  his  wife  and 
Children.” 

The  following  are  from  Lord  Baltimore’s  Rent  Rolls: 

[Lord  Baltimore’s  Rent  Rolls~F or  Kent  &  Cecil  Counties  Maryland  Historical  So¬ 
ciety,  Baltimore,  Md.]: 

[Page  90]— “800  acres  Hackley  stirvd  21  Augst  1658  for  Stephen  Hack,  patented 
Anno  1662  in  the  name  of  George  Hack  by  the  name  of  Hacks  Town,  and  anno 
1G76  patent  of  Conformation  was  granted  George  Nich°.  Hack  lying  on  the  north 
side  Sassafrase  River,  possest  by  Hack  of  Accomack.” 

[Page  101]— “450  acres— YVormust  survd.  4  Sept.  1G64  for  George  Hack  on  the 
Westermost  of  Bohemiah  River  Patented  1676  in  the  name  of  Peter  Hack,  possest 
by  Peter  Hack  on  the  Western  Shore  of  Virginia.” 

[Page  109]— “150  acres— Hacks  addo.  survd.  7  Sept.  1683  for  Peter  Hack  in 
Omalys  Creek  att  the  head  of  a  Tract  belonging  to  the  said  Hack.  Possest  by  Peter 
Pfack,  on  the  Western  Shore  Virginia.” 

[Page  1 14] — “400  acres— Anna  Catherina  survd.  23  July  1658  for  George  Hack 
and  assignd.  Simon  Carpenture  near  the  land  of  Francis  Clay.  200a  possest  by  Mr. 
John  Lillingston,  200a  by  Mr.  Michaell  Earll.” 

[Page  128]— “470  acres— ResurvA— 8  Sept.  1683  for  Peter  Hack,  near  the  point 
of  Omelius  Creek,  on  the  bank  of  Said  Creek  formerly  Survd.  for  Said  Hack,  possest 
by  Mr.  Peter  Hack  of  the  Western  Shore  Virginia.” 

Dr.  George  Hack  returned  to  Virginia  before  his  death,  and  his  will,  dated  March  5th, 
1664,  is  recorded  in  Accomack  County  as  follows: 

WILL  OF  GEORGE  HACK,  who  died  in  1665. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds  &  Wills  1667- 
1671,  page  it]: 

Will  of  George  Hack  dated  5  March  1664,  proved  17  April,  1G65. 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  ye  17th:  of  Aprill  by  his  Ma^es;  Justices 
of  ye  Peace  for  ye  sd  County  In  ye  seaventeenth  yeare  of  ye  Reigne  of  or  Sov’aigne 
Lord  Charles  ye  2d  By  ye  Grace  of  God  of  great  Brittaine  ffrance  &  Ireland  King 
Defender  of  the  ffaith  8cc.  And  in  ye  yeare  of  or  Lord  God  16G5”.  .  .  . 

“In  ye  Name  of  God  Amen  I  George  Hack  beeing  sick  &  weeke  commit  my 
Soule  to  God  and  my  Body  to  ye  Earth  to  Receive  Christian  Buriall  in  my  Orchard. 
“Secondly  for  to  make  my  wife  Sole  Executrix  of  my  whole  Estate. 

“The  third  is  yl  in  Case  my  loveing  Wife  should  at  any  time  marry  That  then  I 
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ye  said  Docter  George  Hack  doe  appoint  as  Guardians  of  my  Children  Major  Gold¬ 
smith  &  Capt  Howell,  and  for  halfe  of  my  whole  Estate  I  bequeath  to  my  Loveing 
Wife  and  after  ye  other  halfe  to  bee  divided  share  8c  share  like  amongst  my  three 
Children,  But  in  case  my  wife  doth  not  Marry  that  then  ye  whole  Estate  shall  Re- 
maine  wholly  8c  soly  to  my  Lo:  Wife  Anne  Hack. 

“In  ye  next  place  I  doe  desire  Major  Tilney  8c  Hugh  Yeo  and  Mr  James  Weadon 
for  to  ayd  8c  assist  my  Loveing  Wife  in  anything  that  they  can  performe  for  her  in 
geathering  my  debts  whilst  she  stayes  here,  and  for  her  transportacon  up  ye  Bay. 

“In  ye  next  place  for  Every  one  of  my  Servants  if  they  serve  their  tyme  truely  8c 
faithfully  at  the  Expiracon  of  their  tyme,  I  doe  freely  Bestow  A  Cow  calfe  a  peece 
unto  them  to  bee  paid  out  of  my  Estate. 

“Moreover  I  doe  desire  yl  my  Body  may  have  a  decent  Funerall  wthout  shute- 
ing  of  Gunns,  this  being  my  Just  8c  true  8c  last  will. 

“In  wittnes  of  ye  truth  I  Docter  George  Hack  have  set  my  hand  this  5th:  Day  of 
March  1664  8:  Seale  in  ye  presence  of  these  Hands  whome  under  have  subscribed. 

G.  HACK  ye  seale 

“Test  Richard  Buckland 
Tobius  Sellvey 

“The  last  Will  8c  Testament  of  Doctr 
■  George  Hack  was  proved  in  Open  Court 
ye  17th  Aprill  1665  by  ye  Corporal 
Oathes  of  Rich  Buckland  and  Tobius 
Sellvey  and  approved  of  by  the  Court. 
“Test  ROBk  Hutchinson  Cl:  Cu:  Co:  Accomk.” 

“Recorded  ye  27th  Aprill  1665.” 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Records,  Deed  &  Will  Book  1664-1671,  pp.  29,  30]: 

The  Inventory  of  George  Hack’s  estate  was  taken  March  22,  1665.  He  had  a 
very  large  estate  and  owned  many  slaves. 

[William  and  Mary  Quarterly  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  8,  page  237]: 

“LIBRARY  OF  DR.  GEORGE  HACKE. 

“Among  the  influential  Germans  who  settled  on  the  Eastern  Shore  in  the  early 
days  of  the  colony  was  Thomas  Harmanson,  ‘a  German  born  in  the  Dominion  of 
Brandenberg,  but  now  an  inhabitant  in  Northampton  County,  professing  the  Prot¬ 
estant  religion’.  (Deed  in  Northampton  County  records,  dated  October  24,  1684.) 
Still  earlier  was  Dr.  George  Hacke,  ‘born  in  1623  [1620],  practicioner  in  physicke,  a 
high  German  born  in  ye  city  of  Collyne  under  ye  Palatinate.’  (Same  records.)  Both 
left  descendants  in  Virginia.  The  will  of  Dr.  Hacke  was  dated  March  5,  1664,  and 
was  proved  April  17,  1665;  names  wife  Ann  as  sole  executrix;  gives  a  cow  calf  to 
each  of  his  servants  and  makes  Major  Goldsmith  and  Capt.  Howell  guardians  of 
his  three  children. 

“His  inventory  mentions  a  hall,  middle  room  entry,  inward  room.  Total  value 
of  personalty,  20,347  pounds  of  tobacco. 

“His  library,  inventoried  26  June,  1665,  was: 

High  German  and  Dutch  Books— ffive  books  in  fob,  100;  twoe  bookes  in  4to,  060;  4 
bookes  in  8to;  8  bookes  more  in  8to,  080;  3  bookes  more  in  fob,  050;  a  parcell  of  old 
bookes,  050. 
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“Latin  Books— 17  bookes  in  4to  and  large  8to,  340;  37  bookes  some  in  8to,  i2mo  and 
24ino,  350. 

“English  Books— One  Bible  and  8  small  books,  100;  11  paper  bookes,  150  (pds.  to¬ 
bacco).  (For  the  period  this  library  was  a  large  one.)” 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds  &  Wills  1664-1671,  page  12]: 

“A  LIST  OF  MRS  HACKS  CATTLE  TRANSPORTED: 

“1  Black  pied  Cow  cropt  on  both  eares  3  slitts  &  a  hole  in  ye  left. 

1  red  Cow  slitt  in  ye  left  eare  8c  a  hole,  The  right  eare  under  halved  8c  slitt. 

1  browne  Cow  over  halved  &  under  halved  on  both  eares  8c  cropt  on  ye  right. 

2  black  Cowes  over  halved  &  under  halved  on  ye  left  8c  ye  right  eare  ye  same  cropt. 

5  wth:  5  sucking  calves  onmarked. 

1.  2  yeare  old  pid  heifer  black  and  white  cropt  on  both  ears  3  slitts  in  each  8c  hole 
in  ye  left. 

1.  2  yeare  old  browne  heifer  of  ye  same  mark. 

1.  2  yeare  old  heifer  black  wth  a  bitt  cut  out  of  ye  upper  part  of  ye  left  eare,  and  a 

bitt  taken  out  of  ye  uper  part  8c  under  part  of  ye  Right  eare  wth  ye  tope  of  ye 
eare  cutt  of. 

2.  2  yeare  old  steres  cropt  on  both  eares  3  slitts  in  each  8c  a  hole  in  ye  left. 

1.  2  yeare  old  Bull  black  of  ye  same  mark. 

1  browne  yeareling  heifer  wth  a  white  starr  in  ye  forehead  of  ye  same  mark. 

1  red  yearling  steere  of  ye  same  mark. 

1  black  yearling  heifer  3  slitts  on  both  ears  8c  a  hole  in  ye  left. 

“in  all  20:  Viewed  by  us  ye  26th  May  1665. 

“Tho:  ffoukes:  Rich:  Buckland: 

Xpo:  Calvert:  Rich:  Cox”. 

Then  follows  a  list  of  thirteen  cattle  which  were  sold  and  taken  to  Maryland.  It  is  of  in¬ 
terest  at  this  point  because  there  was  a  law  against  sending  cattle  out  of  Virginia  without  a 
license,  and  an  action  at  law  had  been  begun  against  Dr.  George  Hack  a  short  time  before  his 
death  for  sending  11  heads  of  cattle  out  of  the  colony.  The  above  list,  however,  includes 
neither  those  eleven,  nor  the  thirteen  sold  to  William  Berry  who  himself  transported  these 
last  thirteen  head.  Thus  there  were  on  Dr.  Hack’s  plantation  forty-four  head  of  cattle.  A  de¬ 
scription  of  the  ear-marks  on  each  of  the  thirteen  bought  of  the  widow  Mrs.  Ann  Hack,  by 
William  Berry  is  given  following  the  list  of  the  twenty  head  in  the  Inventory.  The  notation 
preceding  the  list  purchased  by  Mr.  Berry  reads: 

[Accomack  County,  Va.,  Deeds  &  Wills  1664-1671,  page  13]: 

“Wee  whose  names  are  here  under  written  are  desired  by  William  Berry  of  Pa¬ 
tuxent  in  Maryland  to  view  8c  take  a  List  ofwhat  Cattle  hee  hath  bought  8c  put  aboard 
his  Sloope  to  bee  transported  into  Maryland  wch  is  according  to  ye  Law  of  this  Coun¬ 
try,  wth  List  of  markes  &  Cullers  is  here  as  followith  [Here  follows  the  description 
of  the  thirteen  head  so  bought]. 

[Signed]  “john  wise  Andrew  ffinne 

DAN1*  T  SELBY  DANtf  -f  CARTE”. 

“Recorded  ye  6th:  of  June  1665. 


p  me  robt:  Hutchinson  Cle.  Cur.  Co:  Accomk." 
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Following  is  the  Confirmation  of  Patent  for  1000  acres  of  Land  to  the  widow  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  Dr.  George  Hack  in  Virginia.  It  is  interesting  and  enlightening  to  see  that  although 
naturalized  in  Virginia  in  the  year  1658,  Dr.  George  Hack  is  termed  an  “Alien”  in  this  Pat¬ 
ent,  and  that  he  was  so  regarded  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  upon  his  death  his  land  escheated 
to  the  Crown,  and  had  to  be  re-patented  to  his  heirs  by  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 


[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  5,  page  464]: 

“Mrs.  Ann  Llacke  “To  all  8cc.,  Whereas  Sec.,  now  Know  Ye  That  I  the 

Geo.  N.  Hacke  said  Sir  William  Berkeley  Knight  Governor  8cc., 

8c  give  and  grant  unto  Mrs.  Ann  Hacke— George  Nick 

Peter  Hacke  Hacke  and  Peter  Hacke  one  thousand  Acres  of  Land 

1000  acres  in  the  County  of  Northampton  and  bounded  as 

Exd.  followeth  Nine  hundred  Acres  of  the  said  Land  at 

Pungoteague  Creek  Beginning  at  a  little  branch  on 
the  South  side  of  the  said  Creek,  thence  extending  Westerly  down  the  said  Creek 
bounded  on  the  Eastern  parts  by  the  little  branch  or  first  bounds  and  the  Land  of 
Sampson  Robins  on  the  Northern  by  the  main  Creek  on  the  Western  by  the  Bay 
and  runing  Southerly  into  the  Woods  towards  Nondui  [Nandua]  Creek  and  the 
residue  being  one  hundred  Acres  is  contained  in  two  small  Islands  lying  near  the 
North  Point  of  Pungotegue  Creek,  invironed  with  Water  and  Marsh  Ground.  The 
said  Land  being  formerly  granted  to  Doctor  George  Hacke,  deceased,  the  late  Hus¬ 
band  to  the  said  Ann,  and  Father  to  the  said  George  Nick  Hacke  and  Peter  Hacke, 
which  said  George  Hacke  dying  and  being  an  Alien,  the  said  Land  fell  to  his  Maj¬ 
esty,  and  upon  Petition  of  the  said  Ann  to  the  right  Honourable  the  Governor  was 
granted  8c  Confirmed  unto  her  the  sd.  Ann  and  the  said  George  Nick  8c  Peter  Hacke 
as  by  the  said  Petition  and  grant  thereunto  Annexed  recorded  in  the  Secretaries  Of¬ 
fice  May  Appear.  To  have  and  To  hold  8cc.,  To  be  held  &c.,  Yielding  and  Paying  &c., 
provided  8cc.,  Dated  the  eleventh  day  of  September,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sixty  five.” 


“Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

“I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  office. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  1st.  day  of  July,  1921. 

“Jno.  W.  Richardson” 

(SEAL)  Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 


After  the  death  of  Dr.  George  Hack,  his  widow  Ann  (Verlett)  Hack  applied  for  naturali¬ 
zation  in  Maryland  for  herself  and  her  children.  In  this  her  birth  place  is  given  as  Amsterdam, 
Holland,  and  that  of  her  sons,  George  and  Peter,  as  Accomacke  in  Virginia. 

The  Petition  is  next  given  as  follows: 

[Archives  of  Maryland,  Vol.  2,  pages  144-145— Assembly  Proceedings  April-May 
1666]: 

“To  the  Rt  Honbie.  the  Lord  Propr.ys  of  Maryland  In  most  humble  wise  Com- 
playning  Humbly  sheweth  John  Jarbo  of  Dijon  in  the  Realm  of  ffrance  Augustine 
Herman  of  Prague  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia  Ephraim  Georgius  and  Casparus 
Sonns  to  the  said  Augustine  Anna  Margarita  Judith  and  ffrancina  his  daughters 
Anna  Hak  George  8c  Peter  her  Sonnes.  That  whereas  the  said  John  Parks  was  borne 
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att  Dijon  in  ffrance  and  whereas  the  said  Augustine  Herman  was  borne  at  Prague 
in  Bohemia  &  that  Ephraim  Georgius  Casparus  Anna  Margarita  Judith  and  Fran- 
cina  his  Sonns  8c  Daughters  were  born  at  New  York  out  of  the  Limitte  of  this  Prov¬ 
ince  And  thk  Anna  Hack  borne  at  Amsterdam  in  Holland  George  8c  Peter  her 
Sonnes  borne  at  Accomacke  in  Virgin3,  have  long  there  Inhabited  and  now  re- 
moved  into  this  Province  hath  for  many  yeares  inhabited  within  this  Province  invited 
hither  by  8c  Confidence  of  your  Lops.  Declaracon  of  the  2d.  July  1649  whereby  you 
did  impower  your  Governor  from  time  to  time  to  grant  lands  unto  any  persons  of 
ffrench,  Dutch,  or  Italian  Dissent  in  the  same  and  as  ample  manner  and  upon  the 
same  termes  and  provisoes  as  they  were  thereby  impowered  to  grant  land  to  any 
Person  or  persons  of  brittish  or  Irish  desent  and  during  their  said  abode  wth  in  this 
Province  have  been  alwaies  faithfull  and  Obedient  unto  yor.  Lops.  Laws  Yett  for 
that  both  hee  and  the  rest  of  your  Lops  Orators  are  not  of  British  or  Irish  Dissent 
they  cannot  take  beinfitt  of  the  Laws  and  customs  of  this  Province  as  other  the  good 
people  of  this  Province  of  British  or  Irish  dissent  may  to  their  great  losse  prejudice 
&  hinderace  as  alsoe  to  the  deterring  of  divers  others  of  the  forreign  neons  aforesaid 
from  coming  into  this  province  and  by  consequence  foreslowing  the  peopleing  of 
this  Province  with  useful  Artificers  8c  handicrafts  men.  Itt  may  therefore  please  yor. 
Lop  of  your  abundant  goodness  8c  wonted  care  of  and  over  this  province  that  it 
might  be  ordeyned  &  Enacted  by  your  Lop  with  the  assent  of  the  upper  and  Lower 
house  of  this  prest  genall  assembly  That  your  Lop  humble  petiebners  and  every  of 
them  shall  from  henceforth  be  adjudged  reputed  &  taken  as  Nrall  borne  people  of 
this  Province  of  Maryland  And  also  thk  they  and  every  of  thm.  shall  and  may 
henceforth  by  the  same  authority  be  (established)  Enabled  8c  adjudged  able  to  all 
intents  and  construccons  to  Demand  challenge  aske  have  hold  and  enjoy  lands 
tenemts.  hereditamts.  and  rents  within  this  Province  as  heire  or  heires  to  any  of  their 
ancestors  by  reason  of  any  dissent  in  ffee  simple  or  ffee  tayle  generall  or  Speciall  or 
Remaynder  upon  any  ffee  tayle  generall  or  Speciall  or  come  to  them  or  any  of  them 
by  any  dissent  in  fee  simple  ffee  tayle  generall  or  Speciall  or  remaynder  upon  any  Es¬ 
tate  Tayle  as  aforesaid  or  by  any  other  lawfull  Conveyances  or  meanes  whatsoever,  as 
if  they  and  every  of  them  had  been  borne  within  this  province  or  were  of  Brittish  or 
Irish  dissent  aforesaid  And  alsoe  that  they  and  every  of  them  from  henceforth  may 
and  shall  be  enabled  to  presente  maynteyne  and  avowe  Justify  8c  defend  all  manner 
of  accons  Suites  plaints  8c  other  demands  whatsoever  as  liberally  frankly  fully  law¬ 
fully  securely  8c  freely  as  if  they  8c  every  of  them  had  beene  Naturaly  borne  within 
this  Province  of  Maryland  or  were  of  British  or  Irish  dissent  8c  as  any  other  person 
or  persons  naturally  borne  within  this  Province  or  of  British  or  Irish  dissent  may 
many  wise  lawfully  doe  any  Law  provisoe  act  or  custom  of  this  Province  or  Other 
thing  whatsoever  had  made  ordeyned  or  done  within  this  province  to  the  contry 
hereof  not  wthstandinge 

“And  your  pet.  shall  pray 

The  upper  house  has  assented 
“The  Lower  house  has  assented  John  Gitting 

Signed  Wm.  Bretton  Clke. 

Clk.” 

Anna  Hack,  widow  of  Mr.  (Dr.)  George  Hack,  married  (2nd),  before  1667,  Nicholas 
Bote  (Boot).  He  died  in  1668,  and  following  is  an  abstract  of  his  will. 
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[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds  and  Wills,  1664-1671,  page  68]: 

Will  of  Nicholas  Boote,  dated  9  Jan.,  1667,  proved  8  Apr.,  1668. 

“To  wife  Ann  all  my  land  in  Mobjack  Bay  in  Gloucester  County  cont.  by  patent 
150  A.  &  my  interest  in  land  at  Pungotege  in  Accomack  County. 

“To  wife  proceeds  of  all  goods  sent  home  to  Holland  consigned  to  William 
Shive. 

“Wife  resid.  legatee  &  Exec. 

“Hugh  Yeo  &  Charles  Scarburgh  to  assist  her  in  disposing  of  her  affairs. 

“Witt:  Charles  Scarburgh,  George  Nich:  Hack.” 

Anna  (Varlet)  Hack  Boot  died  in  1685  and  administration  of  her  estate  was  granted  to 
“Geo:  Nicholas  Hack  &  Peter  Hack,  sons  of  sd.  Ann  Bote— 8  July,  1685.”  [Accomack  Co.,  Va., 
Wills  ire.  1682-1697  (*x )>  page  68.] 


GENERATION  II. 

COLONEL  GEORGE  NICHOLAS  HACK,  High  Sheriff  of  Accomack  County,  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  County  Court,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  County  Militia,  was  the  eldest  son  of 
Dr.  George  Hack,  of  Cologne,  Germany  and  later  of  Virginia,  and  Anna  (Varlett)  Hack,  his 
wife,  who  was  born  in  Amsterdam,  Holland,  as  stated  in  her  Naturalization  Petition  before 
given. 

Through  his  marriage  to  Ann  Wright,  Colonel  George  Hack  became  possessed  of  1100 
acres  of  land  in  the  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia,  lying  along  the  Potomac  River,  in  which  is 
included  the  present  site  of  Mt.  Vernon.  Fuller  details  regarding  his  marriage  are  given 
further  on. 

Following  is  the  first  mention  of  George  Nicholas  Hack  in  the  Maryland  Records. 

“GEORGE  NICHOLAS  HACK,  HIS  “Charles  Absolute  Lord  and  Propry 

PATENT, ‘HACKSTON’ 800  ACRES,  of  the  Provinces  of  Maryland  and 
PATENTED  JUNE  3rd.  1676.  Avalon  Lord  Baltemore  &c.  To  all 

Persons  to  whom  these  presents  shall 
come  greeting  in  our  Lord  God  Everlasting.  WHEREAS,  our  late  father  Cecilius  of 
noble  memory,  did  by  his  Letters  pattent  under  the  great  Seal  of  our  said  Province 
of  Maryland,  bearing  date  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  1662  for  the  Consideracons 
therein  mentioned,  grant  unto  George  Hack  late  of  Accomack  County  in  Virga. 
Gent:  deceased  by  the  name  of  George  Hack  of  this  province  Gent,  a  tract  of  land 
called  HACKSTON  lying  on  the  East  side  of  Chesapeak  Bay  &  on  the  North  side  of 
a  River  in  the  said  Bay  called  Sassafrax  River,  for  Eight  hundred  Acres.  And 
Whereas  George  Nicholas  Hack  Son  and  heir  of  the  said  George  Hack  hath  in¬ 
formed  us  that  the  said  George  Hack  of  foreign  descent  dyed  before  he  could  be 
naturalized,  and  thereupon  not  Enabled  to  have  and  Receive  the  same  Benefitts 
Priviledges  and  advantages  as  any  person  of  Brittish  or  Irish  descent  within  our  said 
province.  And  for  the  preventing  of  future  Trouble  that  may  hereafter  arise  by 
means  thereof,  hath  humble  besought  us  to  grant  unto  him  the  said  George  Nicholas 
Hack  our  Letters  pattent  of  Confirmacon  of  the  afd  parcell  of  Land  to  him  and  his 
heirs.  And  we  being  willing  to  Comply  with  the  reasonable  request  of  the  said 
George  Nicholas  Hack  of  our  free  Gift.  Do  hereby  give  grant  and  Confirm  unto  him 
the  said  George  Nicholas  Hack  all  that  tract  of  Land  called  HACKSTON  lying  on 
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the  East  side  of  Chesapeak  Bay  and  on  the  North  side  of  a  River  in  the  said  Bay 
called  Sassafrax  River  next  adjoyning  to  the  Land  late  laid  out  for  Olliver  Sprye. 

“BEGINNING  at  the  said  Spryes  Eastermost  bounded  Oak,  running  East 
South  East  up  the  River  for  Breadth  four  hundred  perches  to  a  marked  Oak  near  a 
marsh  by  the  River  side,  bounding  on  the  East  by  a  line  drawn  North  and  by  West 
from  the  said  Oak  Three  hundred  and  twenty  perches  on  the  North  by  a  Line 
drawn  West  North  West  from  the  end  of  the  North  and  by  West  Line  untill  it  inter¬ 
sects  a  parralell  drawn  from  the  said  Spryes  Land  on  the  West  with  the  said  Land 
and  parralell  on  the  South  with  the  said  River. 

“CONTAINING  and  laid  out  for  Eight  hundred  Acres  more  or  less.  TO¬ 
GETHER  with  all  rights  profitts  and  benefitts  thereunto  belonging  (Royall  Mines 
Excepted). 

“TO  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  the  same  unto  him  the  said  George  Nicholas 
Hack  his  heirs  and  assignes  forever.  To  be  holden  of  us  and  our  heirs  as  of  our 
Mannor  of  Baltemore  in  free  and  common  Soccage  by  fealty  only  for  all  manner  of 
Services  Yeilding  and  Paying  therefore  yearly  unto  us  and  our  heirs  at  our  receipt  at 
our  City  of  Saint  Maries  at  the  two  most  usuall  feasts  in  the  year  Vizt.  at  the  feast 
of  the  Annunciation  of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary  and  at  the  feast  of  Saint  Michael 
the  Archangell  by  even  and  equall  portions  the  Rent  of  Sixteen  Shillings  Sterling  in 
Silver  or  gold,  and  for  a  fine  upon  every  alienacon  of  the  said  Land,  or  any  part  or 
parcell  thereof  One  whole  years  Rent  in  Silver  or  gold,  or  the  full  value  thereof 
in  such  Comodities  as  we  or  our  heirs  or  such  officer  or  officers  appointed  by  us 
or  our  heirs  from  time  to  time  to  Collect  and  receive  the  same  shall  accept  in  dis¬ 
charge  thereof  at  the  choice  of  us  and  our  heirs  or  such  officer  or  officers  as  afd. 
provided  that  if  the  said  George  Nicholas  Hack  his  heirs  or  assignes  shall  not  pay 
unto  us  or  our  heirs,  or  such  officer  or  officers  as  afd.  the  said  Sume  for  a  fine  before 
such  alienacon,  and  Enter  the  said  alienacon  where  the  said  parcell  of  land  lyeth 
within  one  month  next  after  such  alienacon  the  said  shall  be  void  and  of  none  Effect. 

“GIVEN  at  our  City  of  Saint  Maries  under  our  hand  and  the  great  Seal  of  our 
said  province  of  Maryland  the  third  day  of  June  in  the  first  year  of  our  dominion 
over  our  said  province  Annoq  Dom:  1676.’’ 

Col.  George  Nicholas  Hack  married  Ann  Wright,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Richard  Wright 
(born  1633,  died  1663)  of  London  and  Virginia  and  his  wife  Ann  Mottrom,  daughter  of  Col. 
John  Mottrom  of  Chicacoan,  Northumberland  County,  Va.  SEE  WRIGHT  MANU¬ 
SCRIPT. 

Col.  George  Nicholas  Hack’s  brother,  Peter  Hack,  lived  in  Northumberland  County, 
Va.,  and  was  appointed  ranger-general  of  the  Northern  Neck  in  1690. 

[ Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  Vol.  5,  pp.  256-258]: 

“In  1699,  as  Captain  Peter  Hack,  he  was  a  justice  of  Northumberland,  and  in 
1700  was  one  of  the  executors  of  Captain  Spencer  Mottram.  His  pay  as  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Burgesses  for  Northumberland  is  included  in  the  county  levy,  Dec.  3, 
1706.  At  this  time  or  a  little  later,  he  became  a  colonel  of  the  Northumberland 
militia.  His  wife  is  spoken  of  in  the  records  as  ‘Madame  Mary  Hacke,’  but  her  sur¬ 
name  does  not  appear.  She  was  dead  before  1706. 

“On  January  17,  1727,  Peter  Hack,  of  Northumberland,  conveyed  to  his  son, 
John  Hack,  the  land  he  had  bought  from  Colonel  St.  Leger  Codd.” 
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[Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography ,  Vol.  10,  page  32  1]: 

“Jewelry  in  Virginia,  1706. 

“Northumberland  county,  December  20,  1706.  Suit  by  Daniel  McCarty,  attor¬ 
ney  of  Frances  Spencer,  orphan  of  Nicholas  Spencer,  in  which  it  is  recited  that  her 
mother  Madam  Frances  Spencer,  after  her  husband’s  death,  gave  to  her  daughter 
Frances,  a  pearl  necklace  valued  at  £80,  and  gave  it  to  Madam  Mary  Hack,  wife  of 
Peter  Hack,  gent.,  to  keep  until  said  Frances  was  of  age. 

“Said  Madam  Spencer  and  Madam  thick  are  both  now  dead,  and  the  said 
Frances  of  age,  and  it  is  conceived  the  said  necklace  is  in  the  hands  of  Peter  Hack. 
The  said  Peter  Hack  stated  that  he  had  such  a  necklace,  delivered  as  above  said.  The 
court  ordered  it  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  Frances  Spencer.”  [This  was  the  legal 
procedure  of  returning  valuable  objects  to  the  owner  by  those  who  held  them  in 
trust.] 

The  marriage  of  Col.  George  Nicholas  Hack  and  Ann  Wright  took  place  in  the  year 
1670,  proven  by  the  following  Land  Grant,  to  his  wife  and  later  confirmed  to  him  in  the 
year  1694/5. 


[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  N.N.  Grants  No.  2,  page  121]: 

“George  “Margarett  Lady  Culpeper,  Thomas  Lord  Fair- 

Nich:  Hack  fax  &c.,  To  all  &c.,  Whereas  George  Nich:  Hack, 

1100  Acres  the  Ninth  of  July  one  thousand  six  hundred  & 

ninety  presented  to  our  Office  kept  by  Mr.  Richard 
Examined.  Whitehead  that  Nich:  Spencer  Esq.  and  Mr.  Rich¬ 

ard  Wright  obtained  a  patent  in  joint  tenancy  for 
Eleven  hundred  acres  of  deserted  land  in  the  freshes  of  Potowmack  river  within 
our  Territory  dated  the  twenty  eighth  day  of  September  one  thousand  six  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  one,  as  by  the  said  patent  doth  more  at  large  appear,  and  that  upon 
the  death  of  the  Wright  the  whole  Vested  in  the  said  Spencer  by  Surviorship  who 
out  of  the  affection  he  bore  to  his  Neece  Miss  Ann  Wright  daughter  of  the  said 
Richard  did  assign  over  his  right  of  the  whole  to  her  by  deed  acknowledged  in  the 
County  Court  of  Westmoreland  the  Sixth  of  September  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixty  live  and  also  the  said  Ann  Wright  being  then  a  Minor  did  obtain  a  pat¬ 
ent  in  her  name  the  seventh  of  October  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy,  and 
the  said  George  Nicholas  Hack,  having  married  the  said  Ann,  then  moved  to 
our  office  for  a  Grant  of  the  said  land  from  us  to  confirm  the  same  and  his  said 
wife  both,  for  that  the  said  patent  Granted  to  her  was  since  the  Commencement 
of  our  grant  from  the  King  and  also  to  make  good  his  title  if  by  reason  of  his  wife’s 
minority  any  Lapsure  or  desrtion  may  have  happen  by  Construction  of  Law  for 
want  of  Sealing  or  the  like,  but  for  as  much  as  that  our  agent  Colo.  Ludwell  was 
then  absent  and  no  boddy  left  to  Seal  deeds,  therefore  he  could  not  have  more  than 
his  Entry  registered  by  the  said  Whitehead  and  now  moving  to  our  present  office 
for  his  Grant,  know  ye,  therefore  that  we  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  Composi¬ 
tion  and  Arrears  of  Rent  by  the  said  Hack,  and  the  rent  hereafter  reserved,  have 
Given  &c.  to  him  the  said  Geo.  Nic:  Hack  all  that  tract  of  land  situate  in  the 
freshes  of  Potowmack,  and  all  the  right,  title,  property  &  interest  of  and  in  to  the 
same  belonging  by  means  of  the  said  desertion  or  otherwise,  bounded  as  followeth 
(Vizt)  in  Stafford  County  above  Puscataway,  and  bounded  Easterly  on  Potowmanck 
River  Southerly  on  the  land  called  Ashtons  land,  and  running  Northerly  by  the 
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River  two  hundred  and  seventy  five  poles,  and  Westerly  into  the  woods  six  hundred 
and  forty  poles,  Containing  eleven  hundred  acres  Together  with  all  &c.,  To  have, 
and  to  hold  &c.,  Yielding  Sec.,  Provided  R:c.,  Given  &:c.,  Witness  our  agents  Sec.,  dated 
the  fifth  day  of  February  Anno  Domo.  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety  4/5.” 

“Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

“I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true 
(SEAL)  copy  from  the  records  of  this  office.  Witness  my 

hand  and  seal  of  office  this  12th.  day  of  July,  1921. 
Jno.  W.  Richardson, 

Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 

[Note:  This  is  the  land  on  which  Mount  Vernon  stands.] 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Record  Book  No.  VII,  p.  179]: 

“29  Aug.,  1699.  Mathew  Trim  of  the  County  of  Middlesex  in  the  Kingdom  of 
England,  Mariner,  and  Martha,  his  wife,  late  called  Martha  Brown,  to  George 
Nicholas  Hack  of  Accomack  County,  in  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia, 
Gentleman— B.  Sc  S.  All  that  neck  of  land,  houses,  tobacco  houses,  edifices  and  priv¬ 
ileges  belonging  to  and  known  as  Andewy  Plantation,  containing  850  acres  in 
Northampton  als  Accomack  County,  in  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia, 
bounded  as  by  the  survey  thereof  under  the  hand  of  John  Wallop,  Surveyor  of 
that  County,  bearing  date  the  18  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1671 
more  fully  at  large  appears.  To  have  and  to  hold  from  the  day  before  the  date 
hereof  for  the  term  of  one  whole  year  from  thence  ensuing.  Appoints  Edmund 
Custis,  John  Washbourne,  Robert  Hutcheson  and  George  Parker  of  Accomack 
County  aforesaid,  gentlemen,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  acknowledge  this  present  in¬ 
strument  in  writing  in  the  General  Court,  &c.” 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Record  Book  No.  VII,  page  180]: 

“Dated  30  Aug.,  1699,  Rec.  10  Apr.,  1700.  Mathew  Trim  of  the  County  of 
Middlesex  in  the  Kingdom  of  England,  Mariner,  and  Martha,  his  wife,  late  called 
Martha  Brown,  to  George  Nicholas  Hack,  of  Accomack  County  in  the  Colony  and 
Dominion  of  Virginia,  gentleman— B.  Sc  S.  All  that  neck  of  land,  houses  &:c.  known 
as  Andewy  Plantation,  containing  850  acres  in  Northampton  als  Accomack  County, 
Va.,  included  in  the  report  of  John  Wallop,  Surveyor  of  said  County,  all  of  which 
said  premises  are  now  in  the  actual  possession  of  him,  the  said  George  Nicholas 
Hack,  by  virtue  of  our  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  to  him,  the  said  George 
Nicholas  Hack,  thereof  made  for  the  term  of  one  year,  bearing  date  the  day  before 
the  date  of  these  presents.” 

The  Military  title  of  “Captain”  appears  in  the  following  references: 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  9,  page  118]: 

George  Nicholas  Hack  from  Edward  Baker— Deed  of  Gift— Cattle— “absolutely 
grant  give  and  deliver  unto  George  Nicholas  Hack  one  cow  calfe  as  also  unto  J udith 
Hack  1  cow  calfe”.  Future  increase,  &c.  May  2,  1662. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  17,  page  454]: 

Capt.  Geo.  Nicholas  Hack— Judgment  against  Robert  Scott.  “1050  lbs  tobacco 
and  caske  and  8  bushels  of  good  sound  Indian  Corne  &  costs  of  suit.  Jan.  28,  1697. 
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[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  17,  page  462]: 

Capt.  Geo.  Nicholas  Hack— J udgment  against  John  Cole  for  3088  lbs  to¬ 
bacco  &  caske.  Feb.  28,  1697. 

Sir  Edmond  Andros,  Governor  of  Virginia,  commissioned  Capt.  George  Nicholas  Hack 
High  Sheriff  of  Accomack  County,  Virginia.  He  was  sworn  in  at  the  Court  held  on  June  7th, 
1698,  as  shown  in  the  following.  He  was,  at  this  time,  the  ranking  Justice  of  the  County 
Court. 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.  Accomack  Co.  Records 
— Orders  1697-1703,  page  35]: 

“At  a  Court  held  in  Accomack  County  by  his  Majesty’s  Justices  of  the  Peace 
from  the  said  County,  June  the  7th,  1698. 

“Present  Capt.  Geo:  Nich  Hack 

Mr.  Edmd  Custis 
Capt.  Geo.  Parker 
Mr.  Robt  Hutchinson 
Mr.  Robt  Pitt. 

“This  day  Capt.  Geo:  Nich  Hack  presented  his  excellency  Sir  Edmd  Andrus 
Commission  for  high  Sheriff  of  this  County  for  ye  yeare  1698  wch  being  read  and 
published  in  open  Cort,  and  ye  sd  Capt.  Hack  presenting  Mr.  Robt  Hutchinson 
for  his  Security  wch  was  by  ye  Cort,  accepted  and  ye  sd  Hack  was  accordingly  sworn 
and  haveing  presented  his  son  Spencer  Hack  as  under-sheriff  who  was  likewise 
Sworn  and  Wm.  Dennison  was  also  presented  for  his  Bailif  who  was  accordingly 
sworn.’’ 

Following  is  a  commission  from  Sir  Henry  Chicheley,  Knight,  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  commission  includes  also  West,  Hill  and  Johnson  ancestors. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  D.  &  W.  Book  1678- 
1682,  page  138]: 

“Att  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  by  his  Magisties  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
the  said  County  December  the  16th  ano  Domo  1679. 

“By  his  Maties  Deputy  Governr  of  Virginia. 

“To  all  to  whom  these  prsents  shall  come  I  Sr.  Henry  Chicheley  Kk  Govern1, 
and  Cap1.  Gene11,  of  Virginia  Send  Greeting  whereas  for  the  due  Administracon 
of  Justice  in  this  County  and  the  greater  ease  of  the  People  in  obtaining  the  Same 
his  Royall  Majties  King  Charles  the  first  of  ever  blessed  memory  was  pleased  by  his 
instructions  directed  to  the  Honoble.  Govern1-.  &  Councell  of  State  hereto  require  - 
ing  them  to  appoint  places  Convenient  Inferior  Courts  of  Justice  &  Commissioner 
for  the  same  in  Obedience  whereunto  It  was  ordered  by  the  Govern1-  8c  councell  ye 
28th  of  June  1642  y£  commissioner  should  bee  appointed  in  every  County  for  the 
keeping  of  monthly  Couets  which  hath  been  ever  since  continued  8c  confirmed  by 
act  of  Assembly:  and  whereas  by  act  of  Assem:bly  bearing  date  the  second  day  of 
March  one  thousand  Six  Hundred  Sixty  and  one  It  was  enacted  yk  ye.  said  Courts 
should  continue  in  every  County  as  formerly  and  that  the  said  Courts  Should  con¬ 
sist  of  eight  of  the  most  honest  and  judicious  persons  in  the  County  wch.  Eight  or 
any  fower  of  them  whereof  alwaise  to  bee  of  the  Quorum  are  to  be  empowered 
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Immii  ( ommission  from  I  lie  (govern1,  lor  the  time  being  to  Act  according  to  the 
I, awes  ol  KnglancJ  &  this  County  &  to  empower  them  severally  and  out  of  Court  to 
act  and  doe  all  such  things  as  by  the  Lawes  of  England  are  to  bee  doune  by  Justices  of 
ye  peace  there  and  that  these  psons  thus  Commissioned  take  the  oath  of  Alleageance 
and  Supremacy  and  the  oath  of  a  J ustice  and  that  they  bee  called  a  J ustice  of  ye  Peace 
And  Whereas  by  late  order  of  the  Gener11.  Court  It  was  thought  fitt  and  ordered  for 
the  better  dispatch  of  all  business  that  two  psons  more  qualified  as  aforesaid  should 
be  added  to  every  commission  Now  Know  yee  that  I  yc  Sd  Sr  Henry  Chicheley  Kk 
Govern1'.  &c  out  of  the  confidence  &  experience  I  have  of  the  true  Loyalty,  Ability  Jus¬ 
tice  &  Integrity  of  you  Major  Charles  Scarburgh  Lieuk  Coll.  John  West  Majr.  Edmd. 
Bowman  Cap1.  Daniel  Jenifer  Capk  William  Custis  bee  of  the  Quorum  Cap.  Edm. 
Scarburgh  Capt.  Richard  Hill  Mr.  Richard  Bayiy  Mr.  Obedience  Johnson  Mr.  Jno 
Wallop  Mr.  Hillary  Stringer  Mr.  John  Drummond  Mr.  Thomas  Welboume  Mr. 
George  Nicholas  Hacke.  have  assigned  and  for  the  time  being  appointed  you  and 
every  of  you  to  be  present  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Accomack  County.  Giveing  and 
granting  unto  you  or  any  foure  of  you  whereof  one  to  be  of  the  Quorum  full 
Power  and  authority  to  heare  &  determine  all  Suits  8c  controversey  betweene  pty 
and  ptie  according  to  the  severall  Lawes  of  this  County  with  power  likewise  to  them 
&  every  one  of  them  to  take  depositons  8c  examinatons  upon  oath  for  the  Clearing 
of  the  truth  according  to  law  and  that  you  be  carefull  for  the  Conservation  of  the 
Peace  and  quiet  Governemk  and  Safety  of  the  People  there  residing  or  being.  And 
yc  keepe  or  Cause  to  be  Kept  all  orders  of  Court  and  Proclimations  directed  to  yu 
or  comeing  to  your  hands  from  the  Governr.  &  Councell  and  according  to  the  same 
as  neare  as  may  be  according  to  the  Lawes  of  England  8c  this  County  to  the  same  as 
neare  as  may  be  according  to  the  Lawes  of  England  8c  this  County  to  inflict  punish1, 
upon  the  offenders  and  delinquents  and  to  doe  Sc  execute  whatsoever  a  Justice  of 
Peace  or  two  or  more  Justices  of  the  Peace  may  doe  or  execute  such  offences  only 
excepted  as  concerning  the  taking  away  life  or  merder  according  to  the  laws  of 
England  8c  this  County.  And  further  yu.  are  hereby  required  from  time  to  time  to 
keepe  or  cause  the  Clerke  of  the  Court  to  Keepe  Record  of  all  Judgmts.  &  matters 
of  Controversys  decided  or  agreed  upon  by  you  or  any  fower  of  you  as  aforesaid  and 
this  Commission  to  be  in  force  to  all  intents  8c  purposes  untill  I  Shall  signifie  to  the 
contrary  under  my  hand  8c  seale  of  this  Colony.  Given  under  my  hand  8c  Seale  of 
this  Colony  this  Two  and  Twentieth  Day  of  November  1679  Aoq  Car  Sdt.  Regis  31 
and  have  caused  the  Seale  of  this  County  to  be  Affixed  hereto. 

Henry  Chicheley.” 


[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  10,  fob  221]: 

“At  a  Court  held  5th  Feb.  1696  (Accomack) 

‘‘This  day  Capt.  Geo:  Nick:  Hack  petitioned  this  Cort  y£  he  had  omitted  by 
inadvertence  he  had  neglected  in  setting  down  ye  ages  of  his  children  by  which 
means  ye  certain  ages  of  his  children  could  not  be  known  and  since  makeing  in¬ 
spection  into  his  childrens  ages  occasionally  happened  that  he  had  omitted  threw 
ignorance  to  enter  his  son  Spencer  Hack  who  is  become  Tithble  and  made  present¬ 
ment  of  his  delinquency  on  yl  behalf  The  Court  do  order  yl  the  sd  Capc  Hack  pay 
his  son  Spencer  Hack  charges  of  Court.”  [This  Spencer  must  have  died  young,  as 
he  is  not  mentioned  in  George  Nicholas  Hack’s  will  in  1704]. 

After  being  commissioned  High  Sheriff,  George  Nicholas  Hack  was  called  Lieut.  Colo- 
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nel,  and  in  the  probate  of  his  will,  the  witnesses,  Coll.  William  Custis,  Capt.  John  Wash- 
bourne  and  Robert  Scott  testified  that  they  saw  “ye  sd  L’t  Coll:  George  Nicholas  Hack  ye 
Testator  Sine  Seall  and  Publish  ye  same  as  his  last  Will  and  Testament,  April  ye  4th,  1705“. 

WILL  OF  GEORGE  NICHOLAS  HACK. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Will  Book  &c  1692- 
I7I5>  Page  S6^]: 

Will  of  George  Nicholas  Hack,  dated  20  March,  1704,  proved  4  April,  1705. 

“Impremis— I  give  unto  my  sonn  George  and  to  his  heirs  all  my  Land  lying  at 
Pungoteag. 

“Item— I  give  unto  my  Said  Sonn  George  and  to  the  heirs  of  his  Boddy  Law¬ 
fully  begotten  the  one  Moiety  of  my  Lands  lying  at  Sassafras  River  in  the  province 
of  Maryland  by  Computation  Eight  hundred  acres  to  be  the  same  more  or  less  and 
for  want  of  such  heirs  I  give  the  said  Land  unto  my  Sonn  Peter  and  to  the  heirs 
Male  of  his  Body  Lawfully  begotten  and  for  want  of  such  heirs  to  my  next  heirs  at 
Common  Law  Only  my  Sonn  George  to  have  his  first  choice  of  his  One  Moiety  of 
the  sd  800  Acres  &c. 

“Item— I  give  unto  my  Sonn  Peter  all  my  land  lying  at  Andua  [This  was  later 
called  ‘Fair  View’]  in  Accomack  County  wch.  I  purchased  of  Capt.  Matthew  Trim 
and  Martha  his  wife  [Martha  was  widow  of  Edward  Brown,  son  of  Devereaux 
Brown  and  his  wile  Tabitha  (Scarborough)  Smart-Brown]  to  him  and  to  his  heirs 
forever  and  all  writings  Conveyances  and  bonds  belonging  or  relateing  to  the  same 
and  the  penalties  thereunto  annexed. 

“Item.  The  other  Moiety  of  my  Land  at  Sassafras  River  as  a  forest  I  give  unto 
my  Sonn  Peter  and  to  his  heirs  forever. 

“Item.  I  give  unto  my  Sonn  George,  my  Negro  George,  and  my  Negro  John 
and  my  mulatto  named  Mary. 

“Item— I  give  unto  my  sonn  Peter,  my  Negro  called  Bobb  and  my  negro 
named  Judy. 

“Item— I  give  unto  My  Daughter  Frances,  my  Negro  Robin  and  26  pounds 
current  money  of  England  to  buy  her  a  Negro  Woman  or  Girl  also  a  horse  or 
Mare  wch.  she  shall  make  choyce  of  Running  in  my  Marsh  at  Pungoteag  and  one 
bred,  and  likewise  10  Ewes.  I  give  her  15  pounds  Current  Money  of  England  to 
buy  her  a  bed  and  furniture  and  to  be  paid  in  England  out  of  my  stock  of  Money 
there. 

“Item— I  give  unto  my  Daughter  Mary  Margareta  One  Copper  Still  to  con- 
taine  16  gallons  with  a  worm  and  worm  Tubb  fitting  and  suitable  unto  the  same 
the  wch  I  order  my  Executors  hereinafter  Nominated  to  send  for  out  of  England 
and  when  come  to  be  delivered  into  the  custody  of  Arthur  Davis  under  whose  care 
and  tuition  I  have  placed  my  said  Daughter  and  he  shall  have  the  benefit  of  the 
use  of  the  said  Still  until  my  said  Daughter  attaine  her  age  of  Sixteen  years  or 
Marry  which  shall  first  happen  and  for  two  years  longer  then  either  of  the  aforesd 
sett  or  appointed  Times  and  then  to  be  delivered  to  my  said  Daughter  on  her  or¬ 
der.  I  also  give  unto  my  sd.  Daughter  Mary  Margareta,  My  Mulatto  Slave  called 
Phillis  she  shall  be  delivered  into  the  Custody  of  Arthur  Davis  and  to  have  the  use 
and  benefit  of  my  said  slave  for  the  better  support  &  Maintenances  of  my  sd  Daugh¬ 
ter  untille  she  attains  her  afore  age  of  Sixteen  years  and  the  still  Worm  and  Tubb 
as  aforesd.  that  he  sent  for  out  of  England  by  this  next  shipping. 

“Item— I  give  unto  my  Daughter  Elizabeth,  my  Negro  named  Lyddy. 
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“Item.  I  give  unto  my  Daughter  Anne,  a  Mulatto  child  called  Jack  and  to  re- 
maine  wth.  my  Executor  untill  my  scl.  Daughter  be  Sixteen  years  of  age  or  marry 
well,  shall  first  happen. 

“Item.  I  give  my  negro  Boy  called  Jo  to  my  daughter  Anne  and  my  daughter 
Mary  Margareta  to  be  equally  between  them  for  their  better  support  and  mainte¬ 
nance  and  for  ye  purpose  to  remain  in  Custody  of  my  Sonn  George  untill  my 
Daughter  Mary  Margareta  attaine  her  age  of  Sixteen  years  or  marry  well  shall  first 
happen. 

“Item.  I  give  unto  my  Sonn  George  50  pounds  to  be  paid  him  out  of  my  stock 
of  Money  now  in  England  thereby  to  engage  him  to  be  more  kind  to  his  sisters  in 
the  Education  of  them  and  bringing  them  up. 

“Item.  I  give  unto  my  Sonn  Peter  20  pounds  to  be  paid  him  out  of  my  stock 
of  Money  now  in  England. 

“Item.  I  give  my  land  at  Massongoes  in  Accomack  County  being  according  to 
Patent  and  Survey  Seven  hundred  acres  Equally  to  be  Divided  between  my  two 
Sons  George  and  Peter  and  to  them  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever  and  my  will 
and  pleasure  is  and  I  order  and  appoint  that  what  estate  either  real  or  personall  I 
have  here-before  given  unto  my  sonn  Peter  or  shall  hereafter  by  this  my  Last  Will 
and  Testament  give  him  he  shall  be  possessed  of  the  same  Immediately  after  my 
Decease  or  at  least  so  Soone  a  good  Sc  Lawfull  convenience  Shall  permit. 

“Item.  I  give  unto  my  aforesd.  two  Sonns  George  and  Peter  all  the  house  Car¬ 
penter  Nailes. 

“Item.  All  the  residue  and  remainder  of  my  personall  estate  of  what  kind 
quallity,  or  condition  wtsoever  that  I  have  in  Europe  or  in  Virginia  my  Debts  paid 
and  funerall  Expenses  discharged  I  give  and  bequeath  to  be  equally  Shared  or  Di¬ 
vided  between  my  five  Children  hereinafter  Nominated  Viz  George,  Peter,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Anne  and  Mary  Margareta  my  Sonn  Peter  to  have  his  part  of  my  sd.  Estate 
both  real  and  personall  delivered  into  his  custody  According  to  the  Time  herein 
before  mentioned,  My  Daughter  Eliz.  when  she  shall  have  attained  her  full  age  of 
Sixteen  years  or  Marry  which  shall  first  happen  and  my  other  two  Daughters  Viz, 
Anne  and  Mary  Margareta  when  they  shall  attain  their  ages  of  Sixteen  years  or 
Marry  which  shall  first  happen  Alwayes  excepting  what  I  have  hereinbefore  given 
to  be  delivered  into  the  Custody  of  Mr.  Arthur  Davis  for  her  better  support  Main¬ 
tenance  which  I  order  to  be  delivered  at  the  Time  herein  before  Sett  downe  and  Ex¬ 
press  And  I  desire  my  very  good  friends  Coll  John  Custis  Sc  Coll  Win  Custis  and 
Capt  John  Washbourne  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  my  Executors  herein  after 
Nominated  in  the  Sharing  and  disposeing  of  my  Estate  to  the  best  benefit  and  ad¬ 
vantage  of  them  selves  and  the  rest  of  the  Children. 

“Item.  I  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my  aforesd  two  Sonns  George  and 
Peter  joynt  Executors  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  revoking  and  hereby  dis¬ 
annulling  all  former  Wills  and  Testaments  whatsoever  by  me  formerly  made  and 
do  publish  and  declare  this  to  be  my  last  Will  &  Testament  in  Witness  whereof  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seale  this  20th  day  of  March  Anno  Domo.  1704 

Sealed  and  Delivered  published  and 
declared  to  be  my  last  Will  and 
Testament  In  presence  of 

Wm  Custis  George  Nicho  Hack  (Seal) 

Jno  Washbourne 
Robert  Scott 
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“The  within  last  will  and  testament  was  presented  to  ye  Court  of  Accomack 
County  by  Capt.  George  Hack  one  of  ye  Executors  for  probation  and  was  proved 
in  open  Court  by  ye  oaths  of  Coll:  William  Custis,  Capt.  John  Washbourne  &  Rob¬ 
ert  Scott  three  of  ye  Witnesses  to  ye  sd  Will  that  they  saw  ye  sd  L’t:  Coll:  George 
Nicolas  Hack  ye  Testator  sign  seale  and  Publish  ye  same  as  his  Last  Will  and  testa¬ 
ment  April  Ye  4th  1705. 

Teste  Robt.  Snead  Cl.  Cur.” 

[Will  Book  ire.  1692-iy  1 5,  page  364]: 

“The  deposition  of  John  Guy  &  his  wife  Katherin  Guy  declares  upon  theire 
oaths  in  open  Court  of  Accomack  that  they  heard  Coll.  George  Nico:  Hack  order 
Robert  Scott  to  put  into  his  will  that  his  son  George  should  have  his  sloop  ‘The 
Speedwell’  with  all  her  Riging  and  Takell  and  to  his  son  Peter  his  Shallop  and  his 
son  George  to  have  his  cane  and  Peter  to  have  his  sword. 

John  Guy 
Katherin  Guy. 

“Robert  Scott  swears  to  all  except  ye  cane  &  sword 

Robert  Scott. 

“The  above  deposition  was  sworne  to  in  open  Court  April  ye  4th  1705. 

Teste  Robert  Snead  Cl.  Cur: 

“Recorded  by  ye  order  of  Court  and  ye  request  of  Capt.  George  Hack  April  ye  19th 
1705. 

Robert  Snead  Cl.  Cur  Coun  Accomack.” 


GENERATION  III. 

Peter  Hack,  the  second  son  of  Col.  George  Nicholas  Hack  and  Ann  (Wright)  Hack  his 
wife,  was  born  about  1673.  He  inherited  lands  at  Andua  and  also  a  part  of  his  father’s  lands 
at  Sassafras  River  (the  latter  in  Cecil  County,  Maryland). 

This  Peter  Hack  appears  not  to  have  held  public  office.  The  Christian  name  of  his  wife 
was  Matilda,  proven  in  the  settlement  of  his  estate.  She,  who  died  Oct.  17,  1742,  was  the 
daughter  of  Anthony2  West  of  Accomack  County,  Virginia  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Rowles. 
SEE  WEST  MANUSCRIPT. 

Peter  Hack’s  will  follows: 

WILL  OF  PETER  HACK. 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills,  Deeds  ire.,  lyiyiyzy,  p.  26]: 

Will  of  Peter  Hack,  dated  4  May,  1717,  proved  6  Aug.,  1717. 

“In  the  name  of  God  Amen.  I  Peter  Hack  of  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  this 
fourth  day  of  May  Anno  Dom.  one  thousand  seventeen  Hundred  and  seventeen  be¬ 
ing  sick  and  weak  in  body  but  of  good  sound  disposing  memory  and  judgment 
praised  be  Almighty  God  for  the  same  being  disposed  to  settle  things  in  order  and 
to  dispose  of  that  worldly  Estate  wherewith  God  Almighty  farr  above  desserts  hath 
blessed  me:  do  make  ordain  Constitute  appoint  this  my  last  will  and  Testament  to 
be  in  manner  and  form  Following  And  first  and  above  all  I  bequeath  my  sole  into 
the  hands  of  Almighty  God  who  gave  it,  and  my  body  to  the  Earth  from  whence  it 
came  to  receive  such  Decent  Christian  buriall  as  by  my  Executor  hereinafter  nomi¬ 
nated  shall  be  thought  most  meet  and  Convenient  in  sure  and  Certaine  hope  of  a 
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joyfull  Resurrection  .  Eternall  in  and  through  the  merits  mediation 

death  and  passion  of  my  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

“Item.  All  my  lands  lying  at  Sasifricks  [Sassafrass]  lying  and  being  in  Siscell 
[Cecil]  County  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  sonn  George  Nicholis  Hack  to  him 
and  his  heirs  forever,  as  allso  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  George  my  Negro 
boy  to  him  and  his  heirs  as  allso  I  Give  unto  my  son  George  my  pistols  and  holsters 
and  sword. 

“Item.  All  my  lands  lying  and  being  in  Andua  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my 
son  Peter  Hack  which  is  my  will  to  be  baptised  Peter,  to  him  his  heirs  forever  as 
allso  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Peter  My  Negro  Judey  to  him  and  his  heirs. 

“Item.  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Daughter  Ann  Hack  my  negro  Jully  so 
Called  to  she  and  her  heirs  As  also  I  give  unto  my  three  children  George,  Peter  and 
Ann  all  my  silver  money  to  be  payd  out  in  a  young  negro  Girl  to  Turn  in  a  joynt 
stock  between  them. 

“Item.  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  well  beloved  wife  all  my  whole  estate 
during  her  widowhood  but  if  my  wife  marries  then  my  whole  personal  Estate  to  be 
Equally  divided  amongst  my  three  children  and  my  wife.  And  I  earnestly  desire 
and  humbly  request  of  my  very  Good  friend  Mr.  Hen:  Custis  that  he  will  assist 
my  well  beloved  wife  in  her  affaires  which  I  hope  he  will. 

“Item.  I  hereby  Constitute  and  appoint  my  well  beloved  wife  to  be  my  whole 
exetricks  of  this  my  last  will  and  Testament  revoaking  and  hereby  disanulling  all 
former  wills  and  Testaments  whatsoever  by  me  formerly  made  and  do  publish  and 
declare  this  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testament  and  in  witness  hereof  I  have  set  my 
hand  and  seal. 

Peter  Hack  (Seal) 

Witnesses: 

Anthony  West 
Major  Rowles 
Ana  Allen 
DanU  Rowles. 

“The  within  Last  Will  &  Testament:  of  Peter  Hack  was  proved  in  open  Court: 
of  Accomack  County  by  the  oaths  of  Major  Rowles  Ann  Allen  &  Daniel  Rowles 
three  of  the  witnesses  to  the  same  August  ye  6th:  1717  wch  ye:  Cort.  Admitted  to 
Record. 

Teste:  Cha:  Snead  Cl.  Cur.  Com.  Accomack. 

“Recorded  August  ye  15th  1717 

pr  Cha:  Snead  Cl:  Cur.  Com.  Accomack.” 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills,  Deeds  8cc.,  1715-1729,  page  33]: 

“November  22,  17 17— Inventory  of  Peter  Hack  dec’d  exhibited  and  recorded, 
shown  by  Matilda  Hack.” 

GENERATION  IV. 

Peter  Hack  Hack,  the  second,  youngest  son  of  Peter  Hack  and  Matilda  his  wife,  was 
born  on  July  9th,  1716,  according  to  the  Family  Bible  records.  He  married  Anne  Custis, 
born  Aug.  24th,  1725;  her  name  is  on  her  tombstone  at  “Fairview”,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Col.  Henry  Custis  of  “Mt.  Custis”  and  his  2nd  wife,  Anne  (Kendall) 
Custis,  widow.  He  was  son  of  Col.  John  Custis  of  “Wilsonia”,  and  grandson  of  Maj.  Gen. 
John  Custis  of  “Arlington”.  SEE  CUSTIS  MANUSCRIPT. 
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This  Peter  Hack  Hack  had  not  been  baptised  at  the  date  of  his  father’s  will,  May 
4th,  1717,  as  in  that  he  states  that  he  is  “to  be  baptis.  Peter”. 

Peter  Hack  Hack  is  referred  to  only  occasionally  in  the  Public  Records,  abstracts  of 
which  follow: 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  37 — O — page  20]: 

Peter  Hack  Jr. — Judgment  against  John  Cole  for  14  lbs  12  shillings  with  inter¬ 
est  thereon  from  the  25th  day  of  June,  1785  &  costs.  Aug.  17,  1787. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  36 — O — page  571]: 

Peter  Hack,  Jr.  vs.  Abel  Garrison.  In  debt.  Nov.  15,  1786. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  37 — O — page  123]: 

Peter  Hack,  Jr.  vs.  Henry  Guy,  security  for  Abel  Garrison  on  Repliven  Bond. 
Judgment  for  43  lbs.  7  shillings  and  ten  pence  8c  Costs  “this  Judgment  is  to  be  dis¬ 
missed  by  the  payment  of  Twenty  one  lbs  13  Shillings  8c  11  pence  8c  Interest 
thereon  from  the  1st  day  of  November  1787  until  paid  8c  costs”.  May  13,  1788. 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Records — Vestry  Order  Book  1723-1784]: 

Peter  Hack  was  a  Processioner  several  times. 

WILL  OF  PETER  HACK  HACK,  proved  in  1802. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Accomack  Co.  Records 
— Wills  1S00-1804,  page  289]: 

Will  of  Peter  Hack  Hack,  Senr.  of  Accomac,  dated  July  22,  1801,  proved  Jan. 
25,  1802. 

“Eldest  son  George  Hack  the  plantation  I  bought  of  Levin  Gale,  Escp,  etc.,  on 
the  north  side  of  Andua  Creek. 

“Son  Peter  Hack,  all  residue  of  my  land  on  this  side  being  the  South  side  of 
Andua.  [‘Fair  View’]. 

“Daughter  Elizabeth  Henry,  personalty. 

“Granddaughter  Ann  B.  Henry. 

“Daughter  Frances  Tompkins. 

“Grandson  Peter  T.  Hack  (son  of  Peter  Hack). 

“Granddaughters  Nancy  and  Mary  Read,  daughters  of  Edm.  Read. 

“Grandson  Peter  (son  of  George  Hack),  north  side  of  Andua  Creek. 

“Daughter  Matilda  Ashby. 

“Granddaughter  Frances  Hack  (daughter  of  George  Hack),  north  side  of 
Andua  Creek. 

“Exrs.  My  friend  Mr.  William  W.  Wilson,  Mr.  Edmd.  Read  and  sons  George 
and  Peter  Hack. 

“Witnesses:  “Peter  Hack  Sr.”  (Seal) 

Litt:  P.  Townsend 
Labin  Stott 
Robert  X  Addison.” 

Epitaphs  on  tombstones  found  at  “Fairview”  (The  Hack  Place),  on  Nandua  Creek,  Ac¬ 
comack  Co.,  Va.  Some  of  the  tombstones  formerly  in  this  graveyard  had  been  destroyed  or 
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removed,  and  every  time  the  compiler  visited  “Fairview”,  another  stone  or  two  would  be 
missing;  so  in  1929,  she  had  all  the  tombstones  in  the  family  graveyard  covered  with  sod,  a 
granite  coping  set  around  the  plot,  and  a  shaft  raised  in  the  center  containing  all  of  the 
inscriptions. 


Following  is  a  list  of  the  old  inscriptions: 


First  Row  of  Stones. 


(0  “in 

memory  of 
George  the  son  of 
Thomas  Knight 
who  departed  this  life 
the  10th  of  September 
1776 

in  the  25th  year  of 
his  age.” 


(5)  “In  Memory 
of  Peter  Hack 
Departed  this 
life  1,  Jany  1802. 
Aged  85  years. 


(2)  “In  Memory  of 
Wm  MB  Henry 
the  husband  of 
Elizabeth  Hack 
who  departed  this  life 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1781.” 


(3)  “In 

memory  of 
Elizabeth  Henry 
wife  of  Wm.  B.  Henry 
and  Daughter  of 
Peter  Hack 

who  departed  this  Life 
August  2 1st  1804 
aged  53  years.” 


(6)  “In 
Memory  of 
Anne  Custis 

wife  of  Peter  Hack 
who  departed  this  Life 
the  3d  day  of  August 
1790 

in  the  65th  Year  of 
her  Age. 

(7)  “In 

memory  of 
Sally  B.  Upshur 
Wife  of  Peter  Hack, 
was  born  April  14th  1767, 
and  departed  this  life 
Jany  23rd 

in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1819. 
How  loved  how  valued  once 
avails  the  not. 

To  whom  related,  or  by 
whom  begot, 
a  sincere  Christian.” 


(4)  “In 

memory  of 

James  the  so.n  of 

Hugh  Henry 

who  departed  this  life 

February  20th 

in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 

1787. 

Aged  28  Years. 


(8)  “In  memory  of 
Sally  T.  Selby 
wife  of  Peter  T.  U.  Hack 
who  was  born  Jany  16th 
1806  and  departed  this 
life  April  22nd  1824.” 


. 
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Second  Row. 


(i) 


memory  of  Sarah  S.  Read 
Daughter  of  Edmd  8c  Anne  Read 
who  departed  this  Life 
May  13th  1790 
in  the  7  Year . ” 


“In 


(3)  “In  memory  of 
Anne  C.  S.  Hack 
daughter  of 

Peter  Hack  &:  Sally  Upshur 
who  was  born  July  20th 
1787 

and  departed  this 
life  August  23rd  1827.” 


(2)  “In 


Memory  of 
Anne  Hack 
wife  of  Edmd  Read 
who  departed  this  Life 
April  13  th  1792 
Aged  45  Years.’’ 


Note:  The  slaves  of  the  Hacks  were 
buried  in  the  same  plot,  adjacent  to 
the  family. 


GENERATION  V. 


Peter  Hack,  youngest  son  of  Peter  Hack  and  Ann  (Custis)  Hack,  his  wife,  was  born 
April  11th,  1754,  according  to  Family  Bible  Records. 

He  was  twice  married:  First,  to  Elizabeth  Smith,  daughter  of  John  Smith,  Jr.  of  Ac¬ 
comack  Co.,  Va.,  and  his  wife  Susannah  Custis.  SEE  SMITH  MANUSCRIPT.  Marriage 
Bond  dated  November  17th,  1774,  a  certified  copy  of  which  follows. 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomac,  Va.,  Original  Marriage  Bonds]: 

“I  hereby  Certifie  under  my  hand  8c  Seal  that  I  am  Consenting  8c  Willing  that 
my  Son  Peter  Hack  Shall  Intermarry  with  Elizabeth  Smith.  Given  under  my  Hand 
this  17th.  Day  of  November  1774. 


“Peter  Hack  SenO’  (L.  S.) 


“Witness 
Southy  Satchell 
Leven  Joynes.” 


“A  Copy:— 


TESTE  “John  D.  Grant,  Jr.”  Clerk. 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomac,  Va.,  Original  Marriage  Bonds]: 

“I  hereby  Certifie  Under  my  hand  &  Seal  that  I  am  Consenting  8c  willing  that 
my  Dau:r  Eliz:a  Smith  Shall  Intermarry  with  Peter  Hack  Jun:r  of  S:c  Georges  Par¬ 
ish.  Given  under  my  hand  &  Seal  this  i6:th  day  of  Nov:r  1774. 


John  Smith”  (L.  S.) 


“Witness 
Sarah  Lyon 
Ann  Smith.” 
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“State  of  Virginia, 

County  of  Accomack,  to  wit:— 

“I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  transcript 
from  the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

“In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
(SEAL)  annex  the  seal  of  the  said  Court  this  12th  day  of 

July,  A.  D.,  1922,  and  in  the  147  year  of  our  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

“John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,”  Clerk.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomac,  Va.,  Original  Marriage  Bonds]: 
“Accomack  County  to  wit 

“Know  all  Men  by  these  presents  that  we  Peter  Hack  8:  Levin  Joynes  are  held 
and  firmly  bound  unto  Our  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  the  third  in  the  sum  of 
Fifty  Pounds  to  be  paid  to  our  said  Lord  the  King  his  Heirs  8c  Successors  unto 
which  payment  Well  and  Truly  to  be  made  we  bind  Ourselves  8c  each  of  us  Our  8c 
each  of  Our  Heirs  Executors  and  Administrators  jointly  8c  severally  firmly  by  these 
presents  sealed  with  our  seals  and  Dated  this  17th  Day  of  November  MDCCLXXIV. 
[ 1 774] 

“The  Condition  of  this  Obligation  is  such  Whereas  a  Marriage  is  Shortly  to  be 
had  8c  Solemnized  between  the  above  bound  Peter  Hack  8c  Elizabeth  Smith  (Spin¬ 
ster)  for  wch.  a  Lycence  is  required. 

“Now  if  there  be  no  Lawfull  Occasions  to  obstruct  the  said  Marriage  Then 
this  Obligation  to  be  void  Otherwise  to  be  8c  Remain  in  full  force  8c  Virtue. 

“Peter  Hack”  (L.  S.) 

“Levin  Joynes”  (L.  S.) 

“Sealed  and  Delivered  in 
Presence  of 

John  Powell.” 

“State  of  Virginia, 

County  of  Accomack,  to  wit:  — 

“I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  transcript 
from  the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

“In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand 
(SEAL)  and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said  Court  this  22nd  day 

of  September,  A.  D.,  1921,  and  in  the  146th  year 
of  our  Commonwealth. 

“John  D.  Grant,  Jr.”  Clerk.” 

Peter  Hack  married  second,  Sally  Brown  Upshur,  daughter  of  Thomas  Upshur  and  his 
wife  Anne  Stokeley,  on  October  23,  1786.  Northampton  County  Marriage  Bonds— Originals. 

In  the  lovely  drawing  room  of  “Fairview”  hung  the  beautiful  portraits  in  oil  of  Peter 
Hack,  b.  Apr.  11,  1754,  d.  1844;  of  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Smith,  mar.  Nov.  16,  1774,  died 
bef.  Oct.  23,  1786,  dau.  of  John  Smith,  Jr.  and  his  wife  Susannah  Custis;  and  of  Peter  Hack’s 
second  wife,  Sally  Brown  Upshur,  b.  Apr.  14,  1767,  mar.  Oct.  23,  1786,  d.  Jan.  23,  1819,  dau. 
of  Thomas  Upshur  and  his  wife,  Anne  Stokeley. 

There  were  also  portraits  of  several  of  his  children,  among  them  a  lovely  girl,  Ann  C.  S. 
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Hack,  playing  the  spinet,  who  took  care  of  Sarah  Anne  Bayne  and  her  sister,  Martha  Ma- 
linda  Bayne,  orphans,  the  children  of  Colmore  Bayne  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Smith  (Hack) 
Bayne. 

When  the  last  Peter  Elack  of  “Fairview”  had  his  sale,  after  the  Civil  War,  the  Hacks 
from  the  Susquehanna  region  came  down  and  bought  the  bronze  moulding  of  the  Hack 
Coat  of  Arms  that  hung  in  the  front  Hall.  These  same  Arms  were  carved  on  the  mantelpiece 
of  the  dining  room,  and  also  on  the  dining  room  chairs. 

The  will  of  Peter  Hack  is  so  mutilated  in  the  record  book  in  the  Court  House  at  Ac- 
comac,  Virginia,  that  it  could  not  be  entirely  deciphered,  but  the  part  necessary  to  prove 
the  marriage  of  his  daughter  Elizabeth  Smith  Hack,  to  Colmore  Bayne  is  fortunately  pre¬ 
served. 


WILL  OF  PETER  HACK. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills  &  Inventories, 
Book  1831-55,  page  94]: 

Will  of  Peter  Hack,  dated  Nov.  18,  1839,  probated  18  Oct.,  1844. 

“I  Peter  Hack  of  Accomack  County  and  State  of  Virginia  do  make  and  ordain 
this  my  last  will  and  testament  revoking  all  others. 

“Imprimis.  All  my  just  debts  to  be  punctually  paid. 

“Item.  I  give  unto  my  son  John  William  Hack  my  land  and  Houses  where  I 
formerly  lived,  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever— it  being  on  the  N.  East  side  of  my 
plantation,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  a  Gut  on  the  South  side  of  the  House,  run¬ 
ning  up  said  gut,  branch  and  Ditch  to  the  County  road  up  said  road  to  the  line  and 
branch  of  Huchingson  Kellam  formerly  and  myself,  down  said  branch  and  gut  to 
the  mane  creek  of  Andua,  down  said  Creek  to  the  above  gut  on  the  south  side  of 
said  House  so  as  to  include  all  my  lands  within  said  Lines  and  Boundaries,  to  him 
my  said  son  John  W.[illiam]  Hack  and  to  his  heirs  forever.  I  give  my  son  John  W. 
Hack,  Jack  and  Mary  and  Steven  Senr.  one  horse  Merceria  One  yoke  of  Oxen  re¬ 
ceived  One  Gun  one  case  and  bottles. 

“Item.  I  give  unto  my  son  Cave  Jones  Hack  all  my  land  and  Houses  over  the 
County  Rode  to  him  my  said  son  and  to  his  Heirs  forever  Bounded  by  the  Lands  of 
Upshur  Folno  formerly  Thomas  W.  Mears  and  George  Ashby  on  the  Easterly  and 
Abel  West  down  to  the  County  Rode  up  said  Rode  to  the  line  of  Upshur  Folno  so 
as  to  include  all  my  Lands  within  said  Lines  and  Boundaries  to  him  my  said  son 
Cave  }.  Hack  and  to  his  heirs  forever,  I  also  give  unto  my  son  Cave  J.  Hack  and  to 
his  Heirs  forever,  Eighty  acres  or  more  Land  on  the  Waters  of  Andua,  be  the  same 
more  or  less,  Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  a  Gut  on  the  South  side  of  a  gut  given  my 
son  John  W.  Hack  running  up  said  Gut,  branch  and  ditch  untill  it  shall  come  to  a 
second  cross  ditch  down  said  ditch  until  it  shall  come  to  the  wheat  patch  ditch 
called  down— [between  this  and  the  following  line  is  the  following]:  “I  wish  the 
widow  Hack  &  Melinda  to  stay  with  child’n’’— said  down  said  ditch  nearly  North 
West  to  the  mane  Creek  of  Andua  up  said  Creek  until  it  shall  come  to  the  mouth  of 
a  Gut  the  south  side  of  the  House  given  to  my  son  John  W.  Hack  so  as  to  include  all 
*■*  my  lands  and  Houses  within  the  said  Lines  and  Boundaries  to  him  my  said  son 

Cave  J.  Hack  and  to  his  heirs  forever.  I  give  to  my  son  Cave  J.  Hack,  my  negroes 
Benjamin  Hennie,  and  Meriah,  one  choice  book  case  one  yoke  of  Oxen  two  cows 
and  calves,  six  sheep,  one  bed  and  furniture  beddstead  &c  which  I  lay  on  myself, 
»  one  old  carriage. 
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“Item.  I  give  unto  my  daughter  Melinda  U.  Hack,  my  negroes  Lucinda  and 
Eve,  I  Give  my  daughter  Sally,  Hetty  and  Anna. 

“Item.  I  give  to  my  daughter  Eliza.  S.  [Smith]  Bane,  [Bayne]  wife  of  Colmore 
Bane,  [Bayne]  deed,**  my  negroes  Adah,  Rose,  Levin  and  Henrie  formerly  received 
in  lieu  of  all  other  of  my  estate  and  House  Hold  furnishing. 

“Item.  I  give  to  my  Grand  daughter  Sally  Upshur,  my  negroe  Girl  Emmora. 

“Item.  I  give  unto  my  daughters  Melinda  and  Sally  Hack,  all  my  young  negroes 
except  Edd  and  the  men  at  Caves,  to  be  equally  divided  between  them— I  also  give 
my  said  daughters  a  Home  and  wood  at  my  House  and  garden  as  long  as  they  may 
live  single  unmarried.  I  give  my  daughters  my  Dearborn  and  horses. 

“Item.  I  give  unto  my  Grandsons  Peter  Parker  and  John  Thomas  Hack  my 
Land  North  East  of  my  Rode  to  the  County  Rode,  down  said  Rode  opposite  the 
Ginea  Line  to  a  stump  formerly  a  line  between  Mr.  Ares  [Ayres]  and  myself  down 
said  line  untill  it  shall  come  to  small  Gut  near  the  dam,  to  be  equally  divided  be¬ 
tween  Peter  Parker  Hack  and  John  Thomas  black. 

“I  give  unto  Doctor  [Peter  Thomas]  Hack’s  widow  a  home  as  long  as  she  may 
live.  [Here  three  lines  are  obliterated  in  the  original  so  as  to  be  entirely  illegible] 
and  then  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  three  daughters  of  said  Hack,  the 
above  land  begins  at  Cave  J.  Hack’s  fence  runs  nearly  south  untill  it  shall  come 
to  a  gut,  runs  up  said  Gut  till  it  shall  come  to  the  Sharp  point  above  said  point 
as  far  as  the  Corn  is  planted  which  is  called  dam,  no  farther.  Nov.  18th  1839. 

“Peter  Hack” 

“Teste.  Js  Kellain  of  A.  [Argill] 

Arthur  T.  Jones. 

“Item.  I  give  to  my  Grandson  John  Thomas  Hack  my  negroe  girl  that  [illegi¬ 
ble  in  the  original]  I  wish  Melinda  Hack  and  the  widow  Mrs.  Hack  to  stay  at  my 
dining  room  with  the  children. 

“Lastly.  I  constitute  my  two  sons  John  Wm.  Hack  and  Cave  Jones  Hack  Ex¬ 
ecutors  to  this  my  last  Will. 

“Peter  Hack” 

“At  a  Circuit  Superior  Court  of  Law  and  Chancery  held  for  the  County  of  Ac¬ 
comack  on  the  18th  day  of  October  1844. 

“On  the  motion  of  John  W.  Hack  one  of  the  Executors  named  in  the  Last  Will 
and  Testament  of  Peter  Hack  deed,  Cave  J.  Hack  the  other  Executor  therein 
named  having  departed  this  life,  it  is  ordered  by  the  Court  that  the  two  orders  em¬ 
bracing  the  evidence  which  w'as  heard  by  the  Court,  on  the  5th  day  of  the  term 
when  said  Will  was  propounded  for  probate,  the  one  order  made  on  the  said  fifth 
day  and  the  other  on  the  7th  day  of  this  term,  be  united,  so  that  the  two  together 
shall  make  but  one  order  and  read  as  follows  viz.  ‘A  paper  purporting  to  be  the  last 
Will  &  Testament  of  Peter  Hack  deed,  bearing  date  the  18th  day  of  November  1839 
and  a  codicil  to  said  will  were  this  day  produced  in  Court  by  John  W.  Hack  sur¬ 
vivor  of  himself  and  Cave  Jones  Hack  the  executors  named  in  said  will,  in  order  to 
be  proved;  And  Colmore  C.  Cropper  an  infant  under  the  age  of  trventy  one  years  by 
Thomas  T.  Cropper  his  next  friend  appeared  and  opposed  the  proof  of  said  Will; 

**  [Note:  Due  to  the  fact  that  Rev.  Colmore  Bayne  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Smith  (Hack)  Bayne  were  both  dead 
at  the  date  of  the  will  of  Peter  Hack,  Nov.  1 8,  1839,  Colmore  in  1814,  Elizabeth  in  1812,  this  sentence,  before 
mutilation,  probably  read  “to  the  children  of’’  or  “to  the  heirs  of’’  “my  daughter  Eliza.  S.  Bane,  wife  of  Colmore 
Bane  dec’d",  etc.  etc.] 
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Whereupon  divers  witnesses  were  sworn  and  examined  and  the  arguments  of  Coun¬ 
sel  for  both  parties  bein  fully  heard;  On  consideration  whereof  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Court  that  the  said  Peter  Hack  deed,  at  the  time  of  executing  the  writings 
aforesaid  was  of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory  and  that  he  was  under  no 
undue  influence— And  James  Keilam  (of  A)  and  Arthur  T.  Jones,  the  only  sub¬ 
scribing  witnesses  to  said  will  being  dead,  Thomas  R.  Joynes  and  William  H. 
Parker  made  oath  that  they  were  well  acquainted  with  the  hand  writing  of  said 
James  Keilam  (of  A)  who  is  now  dead,  and  that  they  believe  the  signature  of  the 
name  of  said  James  Keilam  (of  A)  as  a  witnes  to  said  Will,  to  be  in  the  proper  hand 

writing  of  said  James  Keilam  . . . . . And  the  said  Thomas  R.  Joynes,  John 

T.  R.  Joynes  and  Meirs  W.  Fisher  also  made  oatli  that  in  their  presence  the  said 
Arthur  T.  Jones  who  is  now  deceased  was  sworn  as  a  witness  before  the  County 
Court  of  Accomack  when  this  same  paper  was  offered  for  probate  as  the  will  of  said 
Peter  Hack  and  that  the  said  Arthur  T.  Jones  then  and  there  certified  that  the  said 
Peter  Hack  in  his  presence  acknowledged  the  said  writing  to  be  his  last  Will  and 
Testament  and  that  he  the  said  Arthur  T.  Jones  signed  his  name  as  a  witness  to  said 
will  in  presence  of  the  said  Peter  Hack  and  at  his  request,  and  that  in  his  opinion 
the  said  Peter  Hack  at  the  time  thereof  was  of  sound  and  disposing  mind— And 
Richard  J.  Ayres  &  George  S.  Powell  respectively  made  oath  that  they  were  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  handwriting  of  said  Arthur  T.  Jones  deed,  and  that  they  believe 
the  signature  of  the  name  of  the  said  Arthur  T.  Jones  as  a  witness  to  said  will,  to  be 
in  the  proper  handwriting  of  said  Arthur  T.  Jones.  Thomas  R.  Joynes  also  made 
oath  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  of  said  Peter  Hack,  and  that 
he  believes  the  whole  of  said  Will  &  Codicil  and  the  signature  of  the  name  of  the 
said  Peter  Hack  thereto  (except  the  date  of  said  will  and  the  names  of  James  Keilam 
(of  A.)  &  Arthur  T.  Jones  as  witnesses  to  said  Will)  to  be  in  the  proper  handwriting 
of  said  Peter  Hack.— The  said  Thomas  R.  Joynes  also  made  oath  that  Levin  S. 
Joynes,  who  is  now  dead,  when  this  will  was  offered  for  probate  in  the  County 
Court  of  Accomack,  made  oath,  in  presence  of  sd  Thomas  R.  Joynes,  that  he  the 
said  Levin  S.  Joynes  was  well  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  of  the  said  Peter 
Hack,  and  that  he  believed  that  the  whole  of  said  will  and  codicil  and  the  signa¬ 
tures  of  the  name  of  said  Peter  Hack  thereto,  (except  tire  date  of  said  will  and  the 
signatures  of  the  names  of  said  James  Keilam  (of  A.)  and  Arthur  T.  Jones  as  wit¬ 
nesses  to  said  Will)  to  be  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  said  Peter  Hack,  thereupon 
it  is  ordered  that  the  said  writing  bearing  date  on  the  18th  day  of  November  1839 
and  the  Codicil  thereto  be  recorded  as  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  the  said  Peter 
Hack  deceased.  Before  the  introduction  of  any  evidence  to  prove  what  had  been 
proved  before  the  County  Court  of  Accomack  by  said  Levin  S.  Joynes  and  Arthur 
T.  Jones  both  of  whom  are  now  dead,  it  was  proved  before  this  Court,  that  the  will 
&  Codicil  aforesaid,  was  offered  for  probate  in  that  Court  by  the  executors  named 
in  said  Will,  and  the  probate  thereof  was  contested  by  the  said  Colmore  C.  Cropper 
by  Thomas  T.  Cropper  his  next  friend,  and  afterwards,  before  any  decision  of  the 
County  Court  in  relation  to  said  will,  the  same  was  withdrawn  from  that  Court,  by 
consent,  of  parties. 

“Teste  Thos.  R.  Joyness  C.A.C.” 

“State  of  Virginia, 

County  of  Accomack,  to  wit:  — 

“I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Accomack, 
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in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  transcript 
from  the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

“In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said  Court,  this  22nd  day 
(SEAL)  of  September,  A.D.,  1921,  and  in  tire  146th  year  of 

our  Commonwealth. 

“John  D.  Grant,  Jr.’’  Clerk.” 

GENERATION  VI. 

Elizabeth  Smith  Hack,  the  daughter  of  Peter  Hack  and  Elizabeth  Smith  his  first  wife, 
was  born  about  the  year  1775.  She  became  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Colmore  Bayne,  originally  of 
Maryland,  who  removed  to  Virginia.  SEE  BAYNE  MANUSCRIPT. 

The  Marriage  record  is  preserved  on  some  Bible  leaves  left  by  their  daughter,  Sarah 
Anne  (Bayne)  Dawson.  SEE  DAWSON  MANUSCRIPT.  According  to  the  Bible  record, 
Colmore  Bayne  and  Elizabeth  Smith  Hack  were  married  on  October  31st,  1797.  [Record 
was  owned  by  Mrs.  William  Lusk  Campbell,  nee  Sarah  Bayne  Dawson,  of  Baltimore,  Md.] 
Elizabeth  Smith  (Hack)  Bayne  is  mentioned  in  the  will  of  her  father,  Peter  Hack,  dated 
November  18,  1839,  as  “my  daughter  Eliza.  S.  Bane  wife  of  Colmore  Bane.” 

DESCENT  FROM  JORIS  (GEORGE)  HACK  OF  COLOGNE,  GERMANY 

ELEVEN  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Joris  (George)  Hack  married . 

II.  Severin  Hack  married  Katharina  (Ann  Katharine)  Varlet.  See  Varlet  Manuscript. 

III.  Mr.  (Dr.)  George  Hack  married  Anna  Varlett.  See  Varlet  Manuscript. 

IV.  Col.  George  Nicholas  Hack  married  Ann  Wright.  See  Wright  Manuscript. 

V.  Peter  Hack  married  Matilda  West.  See  West  Manuscript. 

VI.  Peter  Hack  Hack  married  Anne  Custis.  See  Custis  Manuscript. 

VII.  Peter  Hack  married  (1)  Elizabeth  Smith.  See  Smith  Manuscript. 

VIII.  Elizabeth  Smith  Hack  married  Rev.  Colmore  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

IX.  Sarah  Anne  Bayne  married  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

X.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 
XL  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 
script. 


THE  VARLET  FAMILY. 

(Varleth — Varleet — Verlet — Vcrleth — Vallette) 


This  family  is  of  very  ancient  origin  and  there  are  many  forms  of  spelling  for  them. 
“In  Edward  the  Confessor’s  time,  1042,  there  was  a  Robert  de  Verli  who  had  a  lordship 
and  saltworks  in  Norfolk,  England,  which  came  from  the  Verlies  to  the  Earls  Warren;  and 
during  the  same  period,  in  the  Confessor’s  and  Conqueror’s  Time  (1042-1087)  Philip  le 
Vealtre  had  a  manor  and  advowson  in  Norfolk,  in  marriage  with  Esmond,  sister  of  Raef  de 
Wauci  of  N.  Barsham,  and  at  her  death  she  gave  it,  with  all  her  goods,  to  the  monks  of  Cas¬ 
tle-Acre.  In  1 197-1 199,  Verb's  Manor  in  Norfolk  was  held  by  Roger  de  Verli  and  Ralph  de 
Verli,  who  gave  part  of  it  to  Wimondham  Priory.  This  manor,  also  known  as  Virley’s 
Manor,  took  its  name  from  its  Lord,  Roger  de  Virley,  and  Hugh  Virley  died  seized  of  the 
remainder  of  it  in  1280.  Philip  de  Virley  was  found  to  hold  a  part  of  it  in  1219.  Robert  de 
Verli,  in  1228,  was  lord  and  patron  of  the  church  and  in  1275  another  Robert  de  Verley 
claimed  the  assise  of  his  tenants.  Sir  Philip  de  Virley  and  Julian  his  wife  held  it,  in  1303, 
and  from  that  period  until  1550,  it  passed  into  many  families,  but  at  that  date  it  was 
brought  through  marriage  to  Henry  Vilet  of  King’s  Lynn,  merchant,  and  mayor  in  1590, 
and  1599,  by  his  wife  Catherine,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Grave.  Vilet  bore  for  his 
arms:  ‘Argent,  on  a  chevron,  gules,  3  castles,  or,  on  a  canton,  azure,  a  lys  of  the  3d.’  ” 

[Ref:  Blomefield’s  History  of  Norfolk,  Vol.  1,  pages  215,  624;  Vol.  3,  pages  406,  731, 
859,  860,  861;  Vol.  5,  pages  1073,  1313  and  1479.] 

In  the  Miscellanea  Genealogicu  et  Heraldica,  Vol.  I,  Fourth  Series,  pages  201-205  is  a 
most  interesting  article  concerning  the  origin  of  the  name,  which  they  give  as  Vadelectus, 
Vacllet,  Valet  and  Varlet. 

“This  honourable  title  originally  meant  the  eldest  son  and  heir  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  which  were  wards  of  the  king,  or  of  the  chief  lords,  according  to  the  tenure 
of  the  estate,  whether  in  capite  or  otherwise.  They  were  candidates  graduating  for 
knighthood,  and  were  subject  to  customs  and  services  under  the  Feudal  system. 
The  acceptations  attached  to  the  name  in  its  many  forms  of  spelling  vary  in  the 
most  remarkable  way. 

“The  first  original  of  the  term  and  the  derivation  of  the  word  is  quite  clear. 
Vassalus  was  a  dependent;  Vassalettus  was  the  son  and  heir — the  young  vassal — 
the  future  holder  of  the  estates;  and  in  the  ordinary  course  of  change  in  our  lan¬ 
guage  produced  Vadlectus,  Vadlet,  and  all  our  varied  spellings,  eventually  down 
to  Valet  and  Varlet!  We  see  then  that  it  was  the  direct  residt  of  the  Feudal  sys¬ 
tem.  When  Hugh  Capet  [of  France]  found  that  the  throne  he  had  usurped  was 
tottering  amid  the  restless  energies  of  his  nobility,  he  devised  the  scheme  of  grant¬ 
ing  to  them  hereditary  tenures  of  their  fiefs  and  titles  subject  to  knight  services  to 
himself.  Originally  their  fiefs  were  held  yearly,  afterwards  for  life,  and  eventually 
(in  988)  in  jure  hereditario.  Hugh  Capet  thus  ensured  his  own  security,  and  ere- 
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ated  the  holding  and  existence  of  vassals,  involving  also  in  due  time  vadelettus, 
the  young  heir  to  the  hereditary  lands  and  honours. 

“This  system  was  introduced  into  England,  and  for  precisely  the  same  rea¬ 
sons,  by  William  the  Conqueror. 

“In  Norman-French  poetry,  tales  and  chronicles,  1170  to  1200,  the  name  is 
found  as  Vallet,  Vadlet  and  Vaslet  (and  Vaslez — plural).  They  occur  as  the  at¬ 
tendants  on  kings,  queens,  and  great  nobles — as  indeed  they  always  seem  to  have 
been  in  early  times.  A  vassal  knight  committed  his  eldest  son,  and  probably  all 
his  sons,  to  the  care  of  some  other  distinguished  knight,  and,  where  the  tenure 
was  in  capite,  the  king  so  committed  them  that  they  might  live  in  some  great 
household  and  learn  all  the  usages  of  chivalry.  The  royal  perquisite  of  these 
wardships  was  a  source  of  income  to  the  king,  but  written  records  of  such  receipts 
do  not  extend  to  this  early  date. 

“In  ‘Le  Contes  dou  Roi  Constant  L’Empereur’  (the  story  of  the  King  Con¬ 
stant  the  Emperor),  circa  1220,  which  is  early  in  the  next  century,  Varlet  occurs  in 
the  singular,  and  for  plural  Varies. 

“A  Deed  of  Pardon  and  Concord,  1  Henry  III  [1216-17],  shows  us  that  the 
eldest  son  only  was  Vaslettus  and  in  custody  of  the  king,  to  be  followed  on  his 
death  by  the  next  heir. 

“The  title  Vaslettus,  Vadletus  was  in  use  in  France  before  the  Conquest,  and 
the  social  custom  of  great  households— largely  consisting  of  young  aspirants  to 
knighthood — obtained  in  many  countries.” 

In  1929,  when  the  compiler  visited  the  Isle  of  Malta,  she  viewed  the  famous  Armoury 
in  the  Palace  of  Valetta.  The  first  record  relating  to  the  Armoury  of  the  Knights  of  St. 
John  of  Jerusalem,  after  their  occupation  of  Malta,  appeared  to  be  in  1531,  the  year  after 
the  Emperor  Charles  V  invested  the  Order  with  the  complete  and  perpetual  sovereignty 
of  the  Island.  Among  this  beautiful  and  ancient  display  of  Armour  is  that  of  the  Grand 
Master  La  Vallette  who  served  from  1557  to  1568.  “The  Sword,  the  hilt  of  which  is  of  gold, 
enriched  with  translucent  enamels  and  set  with  jewels,  presented  by  Philip  II.  of  Spain  to 
the  Grand  Master  La  Vallette  after  his  successful  defence  of  Malta  against  the  Turks  in 
1566;  formerly  preserved,  together  with  the  dagger  belonging  to  it,  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
Cathedral  of  St.  John’s,  Valetta;  removed  by  Napoleon  to  France;  now  in  the  Bibliotheque 
Nationale,  Paris,  where  it  is  known  as  the  ‘Epee  de  la  Religion’  ”;  and  “A  Back  and  Brest- 
plate  (worn  by  the  Grand  Master  La  Vallette,  Grand  Master  from  1557-1568),  with  a  lami¬ 
nated  splint  below.  It  is  etched  with  three  broad  vertical  bands,  containing  in  the  centre  the 
figure  of  St.  John  and  the  Lamb,  inscribed  ‘Ecce  Agnus  Deus’;  below  that  the  shield  of 
arms  of  La  Vallette.”  These  arms,  as  they  appeared  to  the  compiler,  had  an  eagle  at  the  top, 
and  an  eagle  in  each  of  the  top  Quartering^,  with  a  lion  in  the  two  lower  Quarterings.  This 
Armour  of  the  Grand  Master  La  Vallette  is  pictured  and  described  in  A  Catalogue  of  the 
Armour  and  Aims  in  the  Armoury  of  the  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  now  in  the 
Palace ,  Valetta ,  Malta,  by  Guy  Francis  Laking,  M.  V.  O.,  F.  S.  A.,  Keeper  of  the  King’s 
Armoury,  published  in  London,  pages  1  and  11. 

“In  the  Religious  War  in  France  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III  (successor  to  Charles  IX  of 
France)  who  was  the  nominal  head  of  the  league  bent  on  the  total  extirpation  of  the  Prot¬ 
estants,  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  was  too  much  for  him.  The  real  leader  of  the 
league  was  Henry,  Duke  of  Guise.  Henry  III  gave  to  his  favourite  D’Epernon,  the  succes¬ 
sion  of  Joyeuse,  but  the  Duke  of  Guise,  prudent,  brave  and  ambitious,  grew  daily  in  the 
public  estimation,  and  the  league  redoubled  its  audacity.  He  was  forbidden  by  letter  by 
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the  King  to  approach  Paris,  but  denied  receiving  it,  and  summoned  by  the  leaguers,  he 
entered  Paris  amid  the  acclamations  of  the  multitude.  He  demanded  that  a  war  of  extermi¬ 
nation  should  be  waged  against  the  Huguenots,  and  that  the  favourites,  D’Epernon,  La 
Vallette,  and  all  suspected  persons,  should  be  driven  from  the  Court.  The  monarch  yielded 
and  summoned  his  nobles  in  arms,  creating  a  general  uprising,  which  was  cjuelled  by  the 
Duke  of  Guise,  and  Catherine  de  Medici,  mother  of  the  King,  hastened  to  negotiate  with 
Guise.  The  King  fled  from  Paris,  and  this  famous  day  in  1588,  on  which  the  populace 
delivered  up  Paris  to  the  due  de  Guise  is  known  in  history  as  the  Day  of  the  Barricades.” 

[Ref:  The  Open  Bible,  or  The  Hand  of  God  in  the  Affairs  of  Men,  by  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Berg, 
D.  D.,  pp.  265-269.] 

In  The  Huguenot  Emigration  to  America  by  Baird,  Vol.  I,  p.  70,  it  is  stated  ‘‘Seven 
ships,  some  of  them  of  considerable  size,  were  fitted  out,  August  1565,  on  an  expedition  for 
the  occupation  of  Florida.  A  number  of  Huguenot  gentlemen  joined  the  expedition  as  vol¬ 
unteers.  Among  them,  of  the  officers,  was  Valuot.” 

In  this  same  publication,  Vol.  II,  pages  15,  27,  33  and  38,  we  find  the  name  given 
as  Vallet,  Vallette,  Vattelet,  Vermalette,  Vallotte,  Valos,  during  the  years  of  1682  to  1699. 
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THE  VARLET— VARLETH— VARLEET— VERLEY— VERLETH— LA  VALETT 

FAMILY  IN  AMERICA. 

Verlet-Verlett  Arms:  “Per  pale  sable  and  gold,  on  the  dexter  side  a  lion  rampant  gold, 
holding  in  his  paws  an  upright  sword  argent,  pommel  gold.  On  the  sinister  side  a  grif¬ 
fon  azure,  beaked  or,  holding  in  his  claws  a  lighted  candle,  proper. 

Crest:  “A  lion  sejant  gold,  between  a  pair  of  wings  conjoined,  the  dexter  sable,  the  sinister 
azure,  holding  in  his  paws  an  upright  sword  argent,  pommel  or.  Helmet  crowned. 

Mantling:  “Dexter,  or  and  sable;  sinister,  or  and  azure.”  [Rietstap’s  Armorial  General .] 

[Ancient  Families  of  New  York  by  Edwin  R.  Purple,  page  79]: 

“The  name  of  Varleth,  in  its  various  orthographic  forms  in  the  early  records, 
has  an  unmistakable  French  structure,  a  corruption  perhaps  of  Valet,  and  it  is  not 
improbable  it  was  borne  by  some  French  exile  who  took  refuge  in  Holland,  in 
order  to  escape  the  religious  persecutions  of  his  native  land,  which  prevailed  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth  century.  The  first  members  of  the  family  in 
New  Netherland  were  natives  of  Utrecht  and  Amsterdam,  and  though  not  to  be 
deemed  unprolific,  their  name,  for  nearly  two  centuries,  has  disappeared  from  the 
annals  of  our  colonial  and  State  history.  It  appears  to  have  died  out  in  the  male 
line,  in  the  third  generation  from  the  emigrant  ancestor  Casper  Varleth,  but  as 
if  to  make  amends  for  the  swift  decay  of  its  male  stem,  we  find  the  mater-lineal 
branches  of  the  family  blooming  and  fruitful  with  the  historic  names  of  Bayard, 
Schrick,  Philipse,  Brockholst,  Schuylet,  Livingston,  Jay,  Clarkson,  French,  Morris, 
Robinson,  Van  Horne  and  others.” 

In  the  Dutch-Reformed  Church,  Cologne,  Germany,  Dr.  Friedrich  Wecken  of  Oetzsch 

bei  Leipzig,  Germany,  found  the  following: 

“George  (Joris)  Hack  was  baptized  on  March  20,  1620,  as  son  of  Severin  Hack 
and  his  lawful  wife,  Katharina  Varlet,  whose  wedding  was  celebrated  in  the  same 
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Church  on  Jan.  30,  1618.  The  father  of  Severin  Hack  was  Joris  (George)  Hack. 
As  father  of  his  wife,  Katharina,  there  is  named  Nikolaus  Varlet.”  SEE  HACK 
MANUSCRIPT. 

These  items  were  found  after  long  search,  since  investigation  was  made  first  in  the 
Church  Records  of  the  French  Reformed  Church,  because  there,  in  view  of  the  family 
names  Varlet  and  Hack,  seemed  to  be  a  promise  of  success.  Also,  the  search  in  the  Church 
Records  of  the  Protestant  and  the  German  Reformed  Churches  was  without  success,  until 
finally,  as  above  stated,  the  Dutch  Reformed  books  furnished  the  first  discovery. 

Since  the  Christian  name  of  “Nicholas”  (Nikolaus)  came  down  in  the  family  of  Niko¬ 
laus  Varlet  of  Cologne,  Germany,  and  in  that  of  Casper  Varlet  of  Amsterdam,  Holland, 
it  seems  highly  probable  that  they  were  closely  related,  but  in  what  way  has  not  as  yet 
been  established. 

[Ancient  Families  of  New  York  by  Edwin  R.  Purple,  pages  79,  80]: 

“The  first  notice  of  the  Varlet  name  found  in  the  records,  is  on  the  21st  of 
Sept.,  1642— the  substitution  of  Hendrick  Van  Dyck,  as  attorney  of  Peter  Verlet 
&  Co.,  and  July  17,  1647,  in  the  report  of  the  referees  on  a  difference  between  Au¬ 
gustine  Hermans,  agent  of  Catharina  Verlet  of  Amsterdam,  and  David  Provoost, 
respecting  a  legacy.  In  September  and  October,  1652,  Anna  Verlet,  described  as 
the  wife  of  George  Hack,  was  a  party  plaintiff  and  defendant  in  various  suits  in  the 
court  at  New  Amsterdam,  in  one  of  which  she  claims,  as  her  private  property,  a 
certain  lot  of  tobacco  sent  to  her  from  Virginia  by  her  husband.  She  assisted  her 
husband  in  his  business  affairs,  as  well  as  engaging  occasionally  in  trade  on  her 
own  account,  a  not  uncommon  practice  for  merchants’  wives  at  that  time.  Her  hus¬ 
band  was  the  George  Hacke,  who  was  one  of  the  signers  with  other  inhabitants  of 
the  county,  of  the  ‘Engagement  of  Northampton’,  in  Virginia,  March  25,  1651,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  surrender  of  Virginia  to  the  British  Parliament,  or  rather  to  Crom¬ 
well,  who  had  sent  out  a  naval  force  to  reduce  the  colony  to  his  sway.  George  Hack 
was  in  New  Amsterdam  in  Sept.,  1652,  and  his  wife’s  name  is  frequently  found 
in  the  records  here  as  late  as  January,  1661,  but  Virginia  was  probably  their  per¬ 
manent  place  of  residence.  There  was  an  Abraham  Varleth  here  in  1G51,  perhaps 
a  brother  or  son  of  Casper;  if  the  latter,  he  had  died  before  the  death  of  his  father 
in  1662.  He  was  a  sponsor,  Jan.  1,  1651,  at  the  baptism  of  Abraham,  son  of 
Nicholas  Varleth,  which  is  the  only  notice  found  of  him. 

“Casper  or  Jasper  Varleth,  the  ancestor  of  the  family  bearing  his  name  in 
New  Amsterdam,  was  an  early  resident  of  the  Dutch  settlement  of  Fort  Good 
Hope,  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  was  there,  according  to  Savage’s  Genealogical  Dic¬ 
tionary,  Vol.  IV,  p.  365,  perhaps  as  early  as  the  completion  of  the  Fort  in  1633.  He 
may  have  been  domiciled  for  a  short  time  at  New  Amsterdam,  as  we  find  reference 
made  to  an  inventory  of  articles  taken  at  his  house  in  July,  1651,  and  that  his  son- 
in-law,  Paulus  Schrick,  on  the  17th  of  October,  1661,  petitioned  for  a  deed  of  a 
house  and  lot  on  the  Fresh  Water,  Manhattan  Island,  sold  to  him  by  his  said 
father-in-law.  He  is  mentioned  by  Savage  in  his  Genealogical  Dictionary,  Vol.  IV, 
p.  365,  as  a  Dutchman  of  some  consequence  at  Hartford  in  1656,  ‘who  may  have 
lived  there  near  thirty  years,’  and  died  there  in  September,  1662,  who  had  wife 
Judith  who  died  before  him,  and  children,  Nicholas,  Mary,  Judith,  and  Jane. 
Beside  these  he  probably  had  a  daughter  Catharina,  born  in  Amsterdam,  who 
’  «  married  Francois  De  Bruyn  in  New  Amsterdam,  in  August,  1657. 
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“A  judgment  against  him  and  his  son  Nicholas,  dated  Dec.  9,  1652,  in  New 
Amsterdam,  for  the  payment  of  freight  by  the  ship  Fortune,  indicates  the  fact  that 
they  were  engaged  in  trade  together,  but  their  partnership  seems  to  have  been  of 
a  limited  character.  He  was  an  active  business  man  at  Hartford,  enjoying  the 
respect  of  the  English  settlers  there,  and  designated  sometimes  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  General  Court  of  the  colony  as  Mr.  Varleet,  an  honorable  distinction  in 
those  days— ‘the  prefix  Master  or  Mr.,  corresponding  very  nearly  in  meaning  to 
the  English  word,  gentleman,’  or  the  title  ‘Honorable’  as  at  present  used.  From 
the  respectful  terms  in  which  the  following  request  is  couched,  it  may  be  inferred 
that  he  possessed  also,  in  a  high  degree,  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  the  authori¬ 
ties  at  New  Amsterdam: 

“To  Casper  N[V]erleth: 

“At  the  request  of  the  Burgomasters  and  Schepens  of  the  city  of  New  Amster¬ 
dam  you  will  please  to  repair  to  the  Stadt  house  of  this  city  aforesaid,  on  the 
morning  of  to-morrow,  the  21st  inst.,  and  there  show  the  pass  which  you  received 
from  Jan  Jongh  [John  Young],  in  so  doing  will  confer  on  us  a  friendship  with 
which  we  remain  yours  affectionately. 

“Signed  by  order  of  Burgomasters  and  Schepens, 

Jacob  Kip,  Secretary.” 

“New  Amsterdam, 

20  March  1654.” 

[Ref:  Valentine’s  Manual  1853,  p.  444.] 

“Judith  Varleth,  his  wife,  was  associated  with  Anna,  the  wife  of  George  Hack, 
before  mentioned,  in  some  business  enterprises  that  gave  rise,  in  September,  1652, 
to  a  suit  in  New  Amsterdam,  respecting  a  number  of  negroes  and  other  property 
which  Mrs.  Varleth  had  purchased,  and  which  were  taken  away  in  the  night  time 
by  one  Capt.  Geurt  Tyssen.  Casper  Varleth,  and  his  wife  Judith,  appear  to  have 
been  enterprising,  industrious,  and  thrifty  persons— qualities  of  character  for  which 
their  descendants  have  also  been  noted.” 

Some  of  the  early  activities  of  the  Varlet  family  are  given  herewith  as  informative  and 
interesting  phases  of  their  lives. 

[Calendar  of  New  York  Historical  Manuscripts,  Dutch,  1630-1664,  p.  20— Vol.  II, 
page  34]: 

“1642,  Sept.  21.  Substitution  of  ensign  Hendrick  van  Dyck  as  attorney  of  Peter 
Verlet  and  Co.” 

[Dutch  Manuscripts— 1630-1688,  edited  by  E.  B.  O’Callahan,  page  38]: 

July  17,  1647— Report  of  referees  on  a  difference  between  Augustyn  Heerman 
agent  of  Catrina  Verlet  of  Amsterdam  and  David  Provoost  respecting  a  legacy. 

[Calendar  of  New  York  Historical  Manuscripts,  Dutch,  1630-1664,  p.  54— Vol.  Ill, 
page  88]: 

“1651,  July  17.  Inventory  of  articles  at  the  house  of  Caspar  Verlet.” 
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Proof  that  Anna  Varlett  married  George  Hacke. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  4,  page  1 13]: 

“August  9,  1652— Jensien  Blanck  of  Amsterdam  in  ye  New  Netherlands  to 
Mrs.  Anna  Varlett  (or  Vanlett,  spelled  both  ways)  ye  wife  of  Mr.  George  Hacke 
dwellinge  in  Virginia”.  Sale  of  a  Pinnace  named  “Ye  ffortune”— “being  at  Anchor 
heare”  [Amsterdam]. 

Anna  Varlett,  the  wife  of  Dr.  George  Hacke,  was  a  sister  of  Nicholas  Verlett  who  mar¬ 
ried  for  his  second  wife  Anna  Stuyvesant,  sister  of  Governor  Peter  Stuyvesant  of  New  Neth¬ 
erlands,  she  being  the  widow  of  Samuel  Bayard,  ancestor  of  the  Delaware  family  of  that 
name. 

Augustine  Herman  married  Jannetje  (Jane)  Varlett,  sister  of  Anna  Varlett  (Verlett), 
and  thus  became  the  “Brother-in-law”  of  Dr.  George  Hack,  so  termed  in  Herman’s  petition 
for  naturalization  for  himself  and  family  in  Maryland,  as  set  forth  in  the  Hack  Manuscript, 
and  recorded  in  Archives  of  Maryland ,  Vol.  I,  page  462. 

[Dutch  Manuscripts  i6yo-i688,  edited  by  E.  B.  O’Callahan]: 

[Page  127]— Sept.  16,  1652  Court  Proceedings. 

“Action  for  debt.  Carel  Gabry  &  George  Woolsey,  for  payment  of  cordage  sold  to 
Gov.  Printz  in  the  South  River  by  Augustyn  Heerman,  for  which  Isaac  Allerton  is 
security  referred  to  a  judgment  rendered  31st  of  October  Mrs.  Verlett  vs.  Capt. 
Geurt  Tyssen,  action  for  the  delivery  of  8  negroes  which  Plaintiff  purchased  and 
were  taken  away  in  the  night  by  defendant  with  some  linen,  ordered  that  the 
money  and  negroes  be  delivered  up  to  the  Court.” 

[Page  128]— Sept.  30,  1652  Court  Pioceedings. 

“Albert  Anthoney,  Attorney  for  the  owners  of  the  Ship  Fortune  vs.  Caspar  Verlett 
&  son.  Action  for  freight.  Defendant  pleads  that  his  son  must  be  sued  separately, 
ordered  accordingly.  Geurt  Tyssen  ads.  Judith  Verlett  and  Anna  Hack  ordered 
that  defendant  prove  she  deposited  the  money  according  to  the  decision  of  the 
Court,  whereupon  Capt.  Tyssen  is  condemned  to  deliver  the  negroes.” 

[Page  129]— Oct.  7,  1652  Court  Proceedings. 

“Paulus  Leendertsen  (Vander  Grist)  and  Albert  Anthony  assignees  of  Augustyn 
Heerman  vs.  Anna  Verlett,  wife  of  George  Hack  for  board,  a  horse,  a  negro,  sent 
to  Virginia  by  Herman  before  he  absconded.  Defendant  denies  the  debt,  except 
the  negro  and  asks  to  be  freed  from  attachment.  Plaintiff  ordered  to  produce  proof, 
meanwhile  defendant’s  tobacco  placed  in  the  Public  Store.” 

[Page  129]— Oct.  14,  1652  Court  Proceedings. 

“Various  actions  for  debt  Anna  Verlett,  wife  of  George  Hack,  vs.  Capt.  Geurt  Tys¬ 
sen.” 

[Page  129]— Oct.  15,  1652  Interlocutory  Judgment. 

“Assignees  of  Augustyn  Heerman  vs.  Anna  wife  of  George  Hack.  Plaintiffs  at¬ 
tached  a  quantity  of  tobacco  brought  by  defendant  from  Virginia,  and  which  they 
claim  to  be  in  payment  of  a  debt.  Defendant  asserts  that  the  debt  has  been  paid 
and  the  tobacco  is  her  private  property  sent  to  her  from  Virginia  by  her  husband. 
Court  orders  plaintiffs  to  prove  that  defendant  or  her  husband  is  indebted  to  Aug. 
Heerman’s  estate  and  how  much,  and  that  the  tobacco  was  sent  in  payment,  other¬ 
wise  the  attachment  is  null  &  void.” 
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[Calendar  of  New  York  Historical  Manuscripts ,  Dutch,  1630-166 4]: 

[Page  129  (Vol.  V,  page  86)]— “1652,  Nov.  4.  Court  proceedings.  Judith  Ver- 
leth  and  Anna  Hack  vs.  Capt.  Geurt  Tyssen;  case  referred  to  Jochem  Pietersen 
Kuyter,  Paulus  Leendertsen  (vander  Grist)  and  fiscal  Van  Tienhoven  as  arbitra¬ 
tors.” 

[Page  130  (Vol.  V,  page  96)]— “1652,  Dec.  9.  Judgment.  In  the  case  of  Allert 
Anthony,  agent  vs.  Caspar  and  Nicolas  Varlett,  for  payment  of  freight;  judgment 
for  plaintiff  on  condition  he  give  security  for  the  legality  of  the  power  of  attorney 
•which  he  holds.” 

[Page  135  (Vol.  V,  page  224)]— “1654,  Eeb.  19.  Resolution.  Burgomasters  and 
schepens  in  the  matter  of  the  marriage  of  Johannis  van  Beecq  and  Maria  Verleth.” 

[Page  164  (Vol.  VI,  page  347)] — “  1656,  March  28.  Order  on  an  application  of 
Nicolaes  Verleth  for  leave  to  remove  the  frame  of  a  house  from  Hoboken  to  New 
Amsterdam;  existing  difficulties  with  the  Indians  render  a  compliance  at  present 
inexpedient.” 

[Page  183  (Vol.  VIII,  p.  505)]— ‘‘1657,  March  29.  Petition.  Nicolas  Verleth  to 
be  appointed  commissary  of  imports  and  exports.” 

[Page  183  (Vol.  VIII,  p.  506)]— ”  1657,  April  7.  Appointment  of  Nicholas  Ver¬ 
leth  to  said  office.” 

[Page  183  (Vol.  VIII,  p.  507)]— “1657,  April  7.  Oath  of  office  taken  by  Nicholas 
Verleth.” 

[Page  184  (Vol.  VIII,  p.  535)]— ‘‘1657,  April  21.  Petition.  Nicholas  Varlett, 
storekeeper,  for  permission  to  receive  merchants’  goods  on  storage  in  the  public 
store;  granted.” 

[Page  184  (Vol.  VIII,  p.  536)]— ”1657,  April  19.  Petition.  Nicholas  Varlet,  re¬ 
questing  that  he  may  be  released  from  the  obligation  to  pay  for  the  company’s 
scow,  the  same  having  been  lost  last  January,  in  the  river,  in  a  gale.” 

[Page  193  (Vol.  VIII,  p.  782)]— ‘‘ 1658,  March  26.  Order.  Commissary  Varleth 
to  collect  the  duties  on  exported  liquors,  and  return  the  names  of  delinquents  to 
the  fiscal.” 

[Page  195  (Vol.  VIII,  p.  854)]— ‘‘1658,  April  23.  Oath  of  office  of  Nicolas  Ver¬ 
leth,  collector.” 

[Page  232  (Vol.  XI,  p.  927)]— ‘‘ 1659,  July  5.  Settlement  of  accounts  between 
Nicolas  Varlet  and  Augustine  Heerman.” 

[Page  207  (Vol.  IX,  p.  85) J— ‘‘1660,  Feb.  23.  Petition.  Nicholas  Varlet  for  an 
allowance  for  house  rent;  granted.” 

[Page  207  (Vol.  IX,  p.  93)]— “1660,  Feb.  25.  Petition.  Nicholas  Varlet  for  the 
use  of  the  company’s  yacht  for  a  voyage  to  Virginia.” 

[Page  207  (Vol.  IX,  p.  94)]— “1660,  Feb.  25.  Resolution  to  hire  the  company’s 
yacht  to  Mr.  Varlet,  and  to  send  an  officer  in  it  to  enlist  soldiers  in  Virginia.” 

[Page  207  (Vol.  IX,  p.  101)]— ‘‘1660,  Feb.  27.  Commission.  Nicholas  Varlet  and 
Brian  Newton,  as  ambassadors  to  Virginia,  to  condole  the  death  of  Gov.  Mathews, 
to  propose  a  league,  offensive  and  defensive,  against  the  Indians,  to  conclude  a 
commercial  treaty,  and  to  request  permission  to  enlist  men.” 

[Page  207  (Vol.  IX,  p.  103)]— “1660,  March  1.  Instructions  to  Messrs.  Varlet 
and  Newton.” 

[Page  291  (Vol.  Ill,  p.  96)]— “1660,  April  23.  Letter.  Stuyvesant  to  the  direc¬ 
tors  at  Amsterdam:  Varleth  [among  others].” 

[Page  210  (Vol.  IX,  p.  199)]— ‘‘1660,  May  6.  Contract.  Between  the  director- 
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general  and  council,  and  Nicholas  Varlet,  farmer  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  ex¬ 
ports  from  and  to  New  England  and  Virginia.” 

[Page  214  (Vol.  IX,  p.  304)]— ‘‘1660,  June  21.  Petition.  Nicholas  Varlet  and 
Jacob  Backer  for  a  permit  for  their  ship  to  go  to  Curacao;  granted.” 

[Page  217  (Vol.  IX,  p.  400)]— ‘‘1G60  (No  date.)  Article  of  Amide  8c  Commerce 
agreed  &  concluded  on,  Betweene  the  Right  Honourable  the  Grand  Assembly  of 
Virginia  &  Mr.  Nicolaes  Varleth,  Capt.  Lieutenant  Brian  Nuton,  Agents  for  the 
Right  Honourable  Peter  Stuyvesant,  governor-general  the  N.  Netherlands,  Cura¬ 
cao,  Bonairo,  Aruba,  &  Counsell  of  state  there  established.” 

[Page  227  (Vol.  IX,  p.  695)]— ”1661,  Aug.  1.  Petition.  Nicholas  Verlett,  collec¬ 
tor  of  export  duties,  for  aid  in  defraying  the  expense  of  a  revenue  cutter.” 

[Page  230  (Vol.  IX,  p.  857)] — ‘‘1661,  Oct.  17.  Petition  Paulus  Schreck,  son-in- 
law  of  Caspar  Verlett,  praying  a  deed  for  a  house  and  lot  on  the  Fresh  water,  Man¬ 
hattan  Island,  sold  to  him  by  his  said  father-in-law.” 

[Page  230  (Vol.  IX,  p.  860)]— ”  1661 ,  Oct.  20.  Order.  Allowing  Nicholas  Ver 
lett  compensation  for  supplies  used  on  board  the  revenue  cutter.” 

[Page  231  (Vol.  IX,  p.  919)]— ‘‘1661,  Dec.  8.  Petition.  Nicolaes  Varlet  for  leave 
to  go  to  Virginia  on  his  private  business;  granted.” 

Casper  Varlet  died  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  September  1662,  and  his  wife  Judith  died  be¬ 
fore  him.  An  Inventory  of  their  estate  is  on  record  in  the  Probate  Records  there  as  follows: 

INVENTORY  OF  THE  ESTATE  OF  CASPAR  VARLETT  AND  JUDITH,  HIS 
WIFE,  taken  in  1662. 

[Hartford,  Conn.,  Probate  Records ,  Vol.  II,  1650-1663,  page  170]:  [Photostatic 
copy  in  possession  of  compiler.]  ‘‘An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Mr.  Caspar  Varlett 
8c  Judith  his  Wife,  Deceased,  taken  22d  of  Septembr.  1662. 

£  s  d 


“Imprs:  in  the  lower  Roome  one  feather  bed  and 
boulster  8c  3  pillowes  2  blanketts  a 
pair  of  wrought  Valliances  and  the 


Joynd  wood  bedstead  att 

005-10-00 

A  leafe  table 

001-00-00 

2  leather  chaires  3  turned  chaires  att 

000-10-00 

A  green  cloth  screen  att 

000-04-00 

A  Dutch  bible  att 

000-05-00 

A  great  paire  of  Scales  att 

001-00-00 

White  boxes  with  Small  in  them  att 

002-05-00 

A  pair  of  tonges  and  fire  pan 

000-04-00 

A  case  of  painted  boxes  att 

A  Small  painted  Coper  box  and  Small  things 

000-05-00 

in  itt 

000-05-00 

A  piece  of 

A  case  of  drawers  with  many  Small  things 

000-10-00 

(besides  the  writeings) 

001-10-00 

8  dozen  of  Silver  and  gold  buttons  att 

000- 1 5-00 

In  a  black  chest  G  pieces  of  tape 

000-06-00 

5  Skeines  of  Silke 

000-05-00 

3Parcellesof  of  about  200  att 

000-06-00 
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2  papers  of  pins  and  a  comb  and  2  lookeing 

glasses  2  pairs  of  gold  Scales  with 
weights 

A  green  Cushion  box 
A  pair  of  Small  Stilliards 

3  yards  $/4  of  lemon  coulored  Silk  att 

4  yards  of  other  Silke 

2  paires  of  mixt  Stuffe  about  12  yards  k 

Vz  att 

A  Small  pceii  of  fine  thread  att 
4  laced  pillowcovers  and  an  old  apron 

1  old  diaper  table  clothe  &  3  napkins  of 

the  same 

A  chest  in  which  those  above  mentioned  are  att 
A  gold  ring  with  a  diamond  att 
In  a  great  green  trunk  a  black  velvet  Suite 
and  an  old  coate 

A  grey  Corsey  Suite  and  a  black  grograin 
cloake 
A  hatte 

4  Jacketts  that  were  Mrs.  Varlets  and  an  old 
piece  of  velvett 
10  yards  of  blew  Linnin  att 
A  blew  petticoate,  an  old  red  coate,  a  pair 
of  slippers  and  a  brush 
A  green  laced  carpett  of  broad  clothe 
The  great  green  trunck 

In  the  Hall  Chamber  Feather  bed  and  boulster 
Another  feather  bed  and  boulster 
Another  feather  bed  k  boulster 
Feather  bed  without  a  boulster 
6  Feather  pillows 
8  blancketts  att 

A  green  serge  furniture  and  wrought  vallance 

2  yellow  curtaines  and  yellow  vallance 
A  settle,  2  leather  chairs,  2  turned  chairs 
2  bedsteads 

An  Empire  chest 


000-10-00 

000-04-00 

000-08-00 

000-10-00 

000-15-00 

001-05-00 

000-02-06 

002-00-00 

000-07-06 

001-10-00 

005-00-00 

003-00-00 

003-00-00 

001-05-00 

001-18-00 

001-00-00 

000-15-00 

001-00-00 

001-10-00 

003'°5'00 

003  °5'00 
003-05-00 

002-15-00 

001-00-00 

004-00-00 

002-00-00 

000-07-00 

000-08-00 

001-00-00 

000-05-00 

062-02-00 


14  new  and  old  pillow  covers  att 

7  Shirts  old  and  new  att 
3  long  diapar  towells  att 

3  diapar  table  clothes  and  1  old  table  clothe 

4  pair  of  fine  holland  sheetes  att 
3  approns  att 

8  diapar  and  2  other  napkins 

A  white  tufted  holland  wastcoate 
A  prcell  of  bands  and  old  linin 
A  green  cloth  carpett 


002-00-00 
002-10-00 
001-00-00 
002-00-00 
006-00-00 
000-05-00 
000- 1 5-00 
000-08-00 
000-16-00 
000-16-00 
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velvett 

002-10-00 

A  black  woman’s  gowne 

A  black  guilt  box  with  a  brush  and  other 

002-10-00 

things  in  itt 

000-08-00 

An  old  chest  or  trunk 

000-05-00 

A  looking  Glass 

000-15-00 

14  pictures  att 

004-10-00 

A  prcell  of  Dutch  and  German  bookes  att 

In  the  Little  Chamber  the  bedstead  the 

001-00-00 

furniture  and  3  blanketts 

001-10-00 

An  old  cloth  coate 

000-0G-00 

10  pair  of  pillow  covers 

001-04-00 

7  pair  of  hoi  land  Sheetes  att 

005-00-00 

2  tableclothes  and  2  towells 

000-05-00 

A  prcell  of  writeing  paper 

In  the  garrett  3  Large  Looking  glasses 

000-02-00 

and  other  in  the  garrett 

005-00-00 

6  pair  of  new  cards  for  wooll 

A  Sadie  &  bridle  att  ,  pillion,  and 

000-12-00 

pillion  cloth 

In  the  Little  Butlery  bellow,  20  pewter 
plates,  2  brass  Stew  pans,  a  brass 
kettle,  a  prcell  of  white  earthen  potts 

Juggs  and  other  earthen  vessells,  a 
skillet,  3  Iron  Candlesticks,  2  small 

002-10-00 

pewter  potts 

14  pewter  dishes  and  basins,  3  porringers, 

Flaggon,  18  Spoones,  a  chopping  knife 

005-00-00 

and  a  broad  grater 

003-15-00 

6  brass  kettles  att 

In  the  kitchen  an  Iron  pott,  an  Iron  kettle, 
a  pair  of  tongs,  a  tramell,  a  trivett, 
a  foreiron  for  the  fire,  a  pestle  and 
morter,  2  Iron  Ladles,  2  Skumers,  3 
chamberpots,  an  axe,  a  tin  dripping  pan, 

002-1 1-00 

3  Frying  pans,  a  Spitt 

002-15-00 

2  Firkins  of  Soape 

001-10-00 

4  brass  Candlesticks 

000-05-00 

2£— 5s— otl  in  wampam  att  8  p  peny 

For  Barrel  Is,  tubbs,  breading  troughs, 

001-05-00 

Client  pailes  and  other  wooden  ware 

A  Copper  Still  and  a  great  worm  to  itt 

002-00-00 

1 

with  the  grates  and  3  great  tubbs 

u 

k.  u 

belonging  to  the  Still 

In  the  barn  eight  load  of  hay  with  2 

035-00-00 

cattell  att 

004-00-00 

*  1 

A  mare  and  colt  att  Goodman  Hills  at 

ft-'* 

Hocbanum 

012-00-00 
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Another  mare  att  Cobett  and  a  colt  we 

suppose  att  010-00-00 

Three  Cowes  and  a  Calfe  012-00-00 

A  2  year  old  Steer  and  a  1  year  old  Steer 

in  Goodman  Beckwith’s  hands  004-10-00 

A  Sow  att  001-04-00 

A  gun  att  001-00-00 

143-12-00 

on  the  other  Side  062-02-00 

205-14-00 


[Note:  Blank  spaces  in  above  inventory  illegible  on  photostatic  copy.] 

[Early  Connecticut  Probate  Records,  Vol.  I,  Hartford  District,  1635-1300,  by  Man- 
waring,  page  158.  Probate  Records,  Vol.  II,  1650-1663,  page  170]: 

“Varlett,  Casper,  &  Judith  his  wife,  both  deed.  Invt.  £205-14-00.  Taken  22 
September,  1662.  (Inventory  on  File).”  [ Court  Record,  page  179]: 

“11  October,  1662:  Invt.  exhibited.  Adms.  is  granted  to  Nicholas  Varlett,  who 
delivered  to  the  Court,  upon  Oath,  the  full  Credit  of  ye  Accounts  out  of  Monseur 
Varlet’s  Book.” 

[Vol.  Ill,  page  4]: 

”15  June,  1663:  Nicholas  Varlet  this  day  in  open  Court  presented  an  Account 
of  his  Adms.  on  the  Estate  of  his  late  Father,  Casper  Varlet.  The  Court  ordered  that 
they  did  free  Capt.  Varlet  and  Mrs.  Schreeck  of  the  Bond  of  Adms.” 

Casper  Varleth  (Varlet)  and  his  wife  Judith  had  issue: 

Anna  Varlett,  born  Amsterdam,  Holland,  naturalized  in  Maryland  in  1666. 
She  married  (1)  Mr.  (Dr.)  George  Hack,  bapt.  Cologne,  Germany  in  the  Dutch  Re¬ 
formed  Church,  Mar.  20,  1620;  died  in  Virginia  in  1665.  SEE  HACK  MANU¬ 
SCRIPT.  Anna  (Varlett)  Hack  married  (2)  before  1667,  Nicholas  Bote  (Boot),  who 
died  in  1668.  She  died  in  1685  and  administration  of  her  estate  was  granted  to 
‘‘Geo:  Nicholas  Hack  &  Peter  Hack,  sons  of  sd.  Ann  Bote— 8  July,  1685.” 

Nicholas  Varleth  (Varlett),  first  of  record  in  New  Amsterdam  in  1651,  mar¬ 
ried  (1)  Susanna  Jillis;  and  (2)  on  14  October,  1656,  Anna  Stuyvesant,  sister  of 
Gov.  Peter  Stuyvesant,  and  widow  of  Samuel  Bayard.  Nicholas  Varlett  died  in  the 
summer  of  1675. 

Jannetje  or  Jane  Varleth  (Varlett)  was  born  in  Utrecht,  married  in  New  Am¬ 
sterdam,  Dec.  10,  1650,  Augustine  Herman,  a  native  of  Prague  in  Bohemia,  who 
died  in  1686  at  ‘‘Bohemia  Manor”.  Jannetje  or  Jane  died  prior  to  1666. 

Maria  or  Mary  Varleth  (Varlett)  married  (1)  Johannes  Van  Beeck;  (2)  Paulus 
Schrick,  and  (3)  William  Teller.  She  died  in  1702. 

Judith  Varleth  (Varlett)  was  born  in  Amsterdam,  Holland,  and  married,  May 
23,  1666,  in  New  York,  Nicholas,  son  of  Samuel  Bayard  and  his  wife  Anna  Stuyve¬ 
sant.  Nicholas  Bayard  died  in  1709. 

Catharina  Varleth  (Varlett)  was  born  in  Amsterdam,  Holland,  and  married 
Francois  De  Bruyn  in  New  Amsterdam,  in  August,  1657. 

Under  Casper  Varlett  (Varlet),  the  compiler  became,  in  1923,  a  Life  Member  of  The 
Huguenot  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 
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DESCENT  FROM  CASPER  VARLETH  (VARLETT)  OF  AMSTERDAM,  HOLLAND. 

TEN  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Casper  Varleth  (Varlett)  married  Judith  . 

II.  Anna  Varlet  married  Mr.  (Dr.)  George  Hack.  See  Hack  Manuscript. 

III.  Col.  George  Nicholas  Hack  married  Ann  Wright.  See  Wright  Manuscript. 

IV.  Peter  Hack  married  Matilda  West.  See  West  Manuscript. 

V.  Peter  Hack  Hack  married  Anne  Custis.  See  Custis  Manuscript. 

VI.  Peter  Hack  married  (1)  Elizabeth  Smith.  See  Smith  Manuscript. 

VII.  Elizabeth  Smith  Hack  married  Rev.  Colmore  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

VIII.  Sarah  Anne  Bayne  married  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

IX.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

X.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 

script. 


.. 
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THE  WRIGHT  FAMILY  OF  LONDON  AND  VIRGINIA. 
[Burke:  General  Armory.'] 

“Arms— Azure,  two  bars  argent,  in  chief  three  leopards’  faces  or. 

“Crest— Out  of  a  ducal  coronet  or,  a  dragon’s  head  proper.” 


To  record  the  brief,  though  very  important  life,  of  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Wright 
family  is  to  be  held  an  honor,  for  he  accomplished  much  in  his  thirty  brief  years.  We  count 
ourselves  fortunate  to  have  found  the  records  of  those  years  with  their  achievements  which 
many  men  would  have  taken  twice  as  long  to  accomplish  and  others  would  live  and  die  and 
never  have  accomplished  at  all. 

Mr.  (Capt.)  Richard  Wright,  Gent.,  was  born,  according  to  his  own  deposition  made  on 
Aug.  20,  1655,  in  the  year  1633,  in  England,  and  this  deposition  is  the  first  known  extant  rec¬ 
ord  of  him  in  America. 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Heathsville,  Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Court  Record  Book,  1633- 
1685,  page  52]: 


“Mr  Riclwi 
Wright  his 
Depo: 


Richard  Wright  aged  22  yeares  or  thereabouts 
Sworne  8c  examin’d  Sayth  that  Mr  Colclough  told 
this  Depont  after  hee  made  Coll.  Mottrom’s  Will 


that  hee  was  glad  Coll.  Mottrom  had  done  what  hee  had  done  in  relacon  to  his  Chil¬ 
dren  for  hee  the  scl  Mr  Colclough  sd  hee  was  in  a  manner  fudled  8c  further  this  de- 


pon1  Sayth  that  they  were  drinking  halfe  a  daye  iust  [just]  before  the  Will  was 
made  8:  furth  sayth  not. 

Richd  Wright. 

20th  August  1655,  Jurat  in  Cur.” 


On  May  29,  1656,  he  described  himself  in  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Hugh  Lee  of  Virginia 
as  “Richard  Wright  of  London,  Mercht.,  being  homeward  bound.” 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Heathsville,  Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Record  Book,  1633-1683, 
Page  i45]; 


“Mr  Richard  Wright 
8c  Mr  LI  ugh  Lee 
Their  Agreemt 
For  Fraught 
of  Tobco  .  .  . 


“THIS  Writeing  Indenture  made  in  the  yeare 
of  our  Lord  God  May  29th  1656.  Betwixt  Richard 
Wright  of  London,  mercht  being  homeward  bound 
on  the  one  p’ty  8c  Mr  Hugh  Lee  of  Virginia  genk  on 
the  other  p’ty.  WITTNESSETH  that  it  is  Cove¬ 
nanted  8c  agreed  by  8c  betweene  the  sd  p’ties  to  these  prsents  for  themselves  their 
Exrs  8c  assignes  that  the  sd  Richard  Wright  or  his  assignes  shall  p’vide  or  cause  to  be 
p’vided  to  the  takeing  of  sixty  hoggsds  of  Tobacco  in  some  able  Shipp  yt  Shall  ar¬ 
rive  in  the  Bay,  [Chesapeake  Bay]]  the  William  not  deneyed  in  this  obligacon,  if 
shee  or  any  other  sufficient  Shipp  shall  arrive  here  in  the  Bay  at  or  before  the  ith  of 
March  next  ensueing  the  date  hereof,  where  the  sd  Shipp  being  arrived  the  sd 
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Tob«>  shall  be  all  ready  within  fourty  dayes  after  her  arrival,  to  be  fetched  Aboard 
by  the  Shallops  or  boates  belonging  to  the  sd  Shipp  wch  the  sd  Richard  Wright 
shall  p’vide  or  cause  to  be  p’vided  Mr  Hugh  Lee,  paying  fraught  for  the  sd  goods 
Seaven  pounds  p.  tunn  for  England  or  Eight  pounds  p.  tunn  for  Zeeland,  &  soe  for 
a  lesser  quantity  than  a  tun  accompting  foure  Virginia  hoggsds  for  a  tunn  wth  pri¬ 
mage  &  average  accustomed,  the  danger  of  the  seas  excepted. 

“ffor  the  pformance  whereof,  I,  Richard  Wright  of  London,  merch1  doe  bind 
myselfe  heires  &  assignes  in  the  sume  of  two  hundred  pounds  Sterl  unto  Hugh  Lee, 
gent.,  &  to  pformance  of  the  sd  Covenants  &  agreeing  as  above  I  Hugh  Lee  doe  bind 
myselfe,  heires  &  assignes  in  the  like  sume  of  two  hundred  pounds  Sterling.  In  Wit- 
tnes  whereof  wee  have  sunderly  putt  our  hands  the  day  &  yeare  above  written. 

HUGH  LEE  [the  seale] 

“Sealed  Sc  delivered  in  the  prsence  of  Wm  Barker  (ye  marke),  Seth  Ffoster,  26 
May  1658  this  Writeing  was  Recorded.” 

Richard  Wright  came  to  America  at  the  height  of  the  Cavalier  migration,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  records  of  him  show  a  man  of  great  executive  ability,  and  a  deep  capacity  for  politi¬ 
cal,  agricultural  and  commercial  affairs.  He  became  involved  in  over  thirty  law  suits  in  a 
short  time  and  in  no  case  failed  to  win  the  judgment  he  sought. 

Before  returning  to  England  in  May,  1657,  he  married  shortly  prior  to  March  1656/7 
the  “Mistress  Ann  Mottrom”,  born  in  England  1639,  daughter  of  Col.  John  Mottrom  of  Chi- 
cacoan,  Northumberland  County,  Virginia,  and  his  first  wife,  name  unknown.  SEE  MOT¬ 
TROM  MANUSCRIPT. 

Anne  (Mottrom)  Wright  married  (2)  David  Fox,  Sr.,  who  died  in  1669,  by  whom  she 
had  William  and  Elizabeth  Fox;  and  (3)  Col.  St.  Leger  Codd,  who  died  in  1708,  by  whom 
she  also  had  issue. 

Upon  arriving  again  in  Virginia,  late  in  the  year  1657,  Capt.  Richard  Wright  became 
administrator  of  his  father-in-law’s  estate  as  the  following  records  show: 

[Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book  1652-1665 ,  p.  48d]: 

“(Court  of  21  July  1656.)  Upon  ye  peticon  of  MrsJ  Anne,  John  &:  Fraunces 
Mottrom,  the  Sonne  Sc  daughters  of  Coll.  Jn°.  Mottrom  Esqr  dec’d,  Mrs  Anne  Mot¬ 
trom  being  17  yeares  of  age  and  upwards  Mr  John  14  yeares  &  upwards  M1S  Fraun¬ 
ces  1 1  yeares  of  age  or  thereabouts.  The  Court  doth  order  (upon  their  owne  free 
choice  &  elecon  in  open  Court)  Collonell  Tho:  Speke  to  be  their  Guardian.” 

It  required  a  long  time  to  close  up  the  estate  of  Col.  John  Mottrom,  four  successive  ad¬ 
ministrators  being  appointed.  Richard  Wright  was  appointed  as  the  third  executor,  but  he 
died  before  the  estate  was  finally  settled.  He  was  paid  by  the  administrators  3,895  pounds  of 
tobacco  for  various  things  he  had  supplied  for  the  benefit  of  the  Mottrom  children,  and 
1,351  pounds  for  “The  Servts  of  ye  Children.”  [ Northumberland  Record  Book  1655-1685,  p. 

132-] 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Heathsville,  Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book,  1652-1665, 
page  74]: 

“21  September  1657— Whereas  it  doth  appeare  unto  the  Cort  that  ye  Estate  of 
Coll  J110  Mottrom  decd  is  indebted  unto  Mr  Ricli’d  Wright  the  sume  of  five  thou- 

J  Mr‘.— The  unmarried  daughters  (whatever  their  age)  of  a  gentleman  or  lord  of  a  manor  were  usually  addressed 
and  formally  designated  by  the  prefix  “Mistress,”  abbreviated  as  “Mrs.,”  a  married  gentlewoman  being  called 
"Madam”  and  “Lady.”  The  abbreviation  “Mr.”  was  for  Master. 
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sand  three  hundred  thirty  8c  seaven  pounds  of  Tobco  &  caske  for  goods  clothing  8c 
other  necessaries  for  the  sd  Coll  Mottroms  Children  8c  for  the  servants,  to  the  sd 
Mr  Walter  Brodhurst  Attorney  of  the  sd  Mr  Wright  did  sweare.  It  is  therefore  or¬ 
dered  that  Mr  Wm  Presly  Admrtor  of  the  sd  Estate  shall  within  twenty  dayes  make 
paym’t  of  the  sd  debt  of  5337  pds.  of  Tobco  8c  caske  unto  the  said  Mr  Wright  or  his 
Attorney  out  of  the  sd  Childrens  Estate  als  Executon.” 

[Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Record  Book,  1658-1666,  page  8]: 

“Ann  Wright”  signed  her  name  as  a  witness  on  Sept.  29,  1657,  to  a  bill  of  sale 
of  a  mare  from  her  stepmother,  Ursula  (Bish)  Thompson-Mottrom-Colclough,  and 
the  latter’s  third  husband,  George  Colclough,  to  John  Curtis. 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Heathsville,  Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book,  1652-1665, 
page  74d]: 


“(Court  of  21  Nov.  1657.) 

“Coll.  Mottrom’s  1  “Upon  the  Peticon  of  Mr  Waltr  Brodhurst  At- 

Children’s  torney  of  Mr  Richd  Wright  whoe  marryed  one  of 

Estates  l  the  Daughters  of  Coll  Jn°  Mottrom  dec’d.  It  is  or- 

To  Be  dered  that  Capt  Jn°  Rogers  Mr  Wm  Thomas  Mr 

Devided  j  Charles  Ashton,  8c  Mr  Peter  Presly  at  some  con¬ 

venient  time  between  this  8:  the  20*  of  January  next  meete  at  the  house  of  the  sd 
Coll  Mottrom  there  to  devide  the  Estate  of  the  said  Coil’s  children,  8c  that  part  8c 
portion  of  Estate  wch  shall  belong  to  Anne,  one  of  the  Daughters  of  the  sd  Coll, 
the  nowe  Wife  of  the  sd  Mr  Wright  (after  devision  thereof  made)  to  be  apprayzed 
8c  delivered  to  the  sd  Mr  Wright  giveing  Security  to  Mr  Wm  Presly  Admltor  of  the 
sd  Estate  to  save  him  harmelesse  from  the  paymt  of  all  such  dues  as  properly  belong- 
eth  to  the  sd  Mr  Wright  to  pay  8c  allowe  out  of  his  sd  Wife’s  Estate,  in  the  behalfe 
of  her  dec’d  Father.” 


[Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book,  1652-1665,  page  84d]: 

“At  a  Cort  held  for  ye  county  of  Northumberland  at  ye  house  of  Mr  Richard 
Wright  the  26th  of  May  1658  .  . 


“Upon  ye  Peticon  of  Mr  Wm  Presly  Admrtor 
of  the  Estate  of  Coll  Jno  Mottrom  Dec’d  to  be  re¬ 
leased  from  the  sd  Administracon,  Mr  Richard 
Wright  whoe  married  wth  one  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  sd  Coll  Mottrom  being  willing  to  take  the  sd 
Estate  8:  Administracon  into  his  hands,  wcl>  Mr 
Geo.  Colclough  whoe  married  the  Relict  of  the  sd 
Coll.  Mottrom  assenteth  unto.  And  the  sd  Mr  Presly  being  ready  to  give  up  an  ac- 
compt  of  the  sd  Estate  to  this  Cort.  Yett  in  Respect  of  an  Order  by  the  honobie  Gov- 
ernor  8c  Councell  confirming  the  sd  Administracon  upon  the  sd  Presly  wee  thinke 
not  fitt  to  release  him,  but  referr  ye  same  to  their  Honobie  determinacon.” 


“Mr  Presly  to 
Be  Released 
From  Coll 
Mottrom’s  Estate 
Referred 
To  Ye  Governor 
8c  Councell 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Heathsville,  Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book,  1652-1665, 
page  86]: 

“(Court  held  July  20,  1658). 

“At  a  Quarter  Court  held  at  James  Citty  ye  10th  of  June  1658.  Present  Samuell 
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Mathewes  Esqr  Governor  [of  Virginia]  Coll.  Tho  Pettus  Coll  Wm  Bernard  Lt.  Coll. 
Walker  Coll  Geo  Read  Coll  Abraham  Wood,  Esqrs. 

“Whereas  William  Presly,  Administrator  of  the  Estate  of  Coll  Jno  Mottrom 
dec’d  .  .  .  desireing  to  be  discharged  from  the  said  admrcon  granted  him,  It  is 
therefore  ordered  that  the  same  be  Referred  to  the  County  Cort  of  Northumber¬ 
land  .  .  .  And  it  is  ordered  that  the  administration  be  conferred  upon  Mr  Rich¬ 
ard  Wright  whoe  married  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  sd  Coll  Mottrom,  hee  the  sd 
Wright  entering  into  Bond  with  sufficient  security  to  the  sd  Cort,  for  the  pform- 
ance  of  the  sd  Admrcon  8c  to  be  accomptable  for  such  part  of  the  Estate  as  hee 
shall  receive  according  to  act  of  Assembly:  8c  whereas  the  sd  Mr  Presly  hath  given 
up  an  accompt  to  this  Cort  of  the  sd  Coll.  Mottrom’s  Estate  upon  oath  it  is  there¬ 
fore  ordered  that  the  sd  Mr  Presly  be  hereby  discharged  from  the  sd  admeron  & 
Estate,  8c  that  the  sd  admcron  be  conferred  upon  the  sd  Mr  Wright  giveing  Caucon 
as  aforesaid.” 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Heathsville,  Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book,  1652-1665, 
page  86]: 

“20  July  1658.  This  order  was  Recorded. 

“Whereas  it  was  ordered  at  a  quarter  Cort  held  at  James  Citty  the  10th  of  June 
last  that  Mr  Wm  Presly  administrator  of  the  Estate  of  Coll.  Jno  Mottrom  dec’d 
should  be  allowed  reasonable  satisfacon  for  his  care,  paines  &  expences  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  sd  Estate,  hee  having  by  a  former  order  of  this  Court  (being  by  the 
agreemt  of  Coll.  Tho.  Spek  &  Mr  Geo.  Colclough  two  of  the  overseers  of  the  sd  Es¬ 
tate)  allowed  him  eight  thousand  pounds  of  Tobco  8c  caske:  And  whereas  the  sd 
Mr  Presly  have  had  the  management  of  the  sd  Estate  since  X:mas  laste  further 
there  by  the  agreement  of  the  sd  Coll.  Spek  and  Mr  Colclough  with  the  sd  Mr  Presly. 
It  is  therefore  ordered  that  Mr  Richard  Wright  Admrtor  of  the  said  Coll  Mottrom’s 
Estate  shall  by  the  20th  of  gbr  next  make  paymt  of  two  thousand  pounds  of  Tobco  8c 
Caske  more  in  consideracon  of  the  sd  Presly’s  care.  Expense  Sc  management  of  8c 
about  the  said  Estate  since  Xmas  last,  as  alsoe  60791  of  Tobco  &  caske  wch  is  due 
the  sd  Presly  from  the  said  Colls.  Estate  by  his  Accompt  delivered  up  of  the  sd  Es¬ 
tate  to  this  Court  being  in  all  Eight  thousand  Seventy  Nine  pounds  of  Tobco 
caske  to  be  paid  by  the  sd  Mr  Wright  administrator  as  aforesaid  unto  the  said  Presly 
out  of  the  dec’ds  Estate  according  to  act  and  order  by  the  sd  20th  of  gbr  next  else 
executon.” 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Heathsville,  Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book,  1652-1665,  p. 
88d]: 

“(Court  of  20  July,  1658.) 

“MrRiclH 
Wright 
Admrtor  of 
Coll.  Mottrom 
Agt 

Dan:  Holland 
8:  Jno  Raven 


“Whereas  it  doth  appeare  unto  this  Court  that 
Daniell  Holland  &  Jno  Raven  by  obligacon  from 
under  their  hands  were  to  cover  the  hall  Chamber, 
Kitchen  Sc  Shade  belonging  to  them  cover  the  Store 
Brew  House  old  quarter  Sc  to  fitt  up  the  Brew 
house  8c  fitt  ye  quarter  for  a  stable,  the  sd  houseing 
formerly  belonging  to  Coll  Jno  Mottrom,  dec’d  8c 
nowe  standing  at  Chickacoan,  all  wch  worke  was  to  be  done  by  the  agreement  of  Mr 
George  Colclough,  but  being  not  done  Sc  finished.  It  is  ordered  that  they  the  sd 
Holland  Sc  Raven  shall  by  the  20th  of  October  next,  goe  about  the  sd  worke  8c  fin- 


.  * 

. 


484 


WRIGHT 


ish  the  same  withall  convenient  speed  without  neglect,  for  Mr  Richard  Wright, 
Admrtor  of  the  Estate  of  the  sd  Coll  Mottrom,  &  alsoe  by  the  20th  of  gbr  next  pay  all 
costs  of  suite  als  Execucon.” 


In  1658,  Capt.  Richard  Wright  secured  a  patent  to  2,200  acres  upon  the  Potomac,  be¬ 
tween  Lower  Machodoc  River  and  Nomini  Bay,  upon  which  his  son  Francis  Wright  settled. 

[Cavaliers  and  Pioneers  by  Nugent,  Vol.  I,  p.  375— Patent  Book  No.  4,  p.  210, 
(305)]: 


“Mr.  Richard  Wright,  2200  acs.  Westmoreland  Co.,  7  Oct.,  1658.  On  S.  W. 
side  of  Patomeck  Riv.,  bounded  from  Sandy  Point  at  the  mouth  of  Armsbies  Cr. 
unto  Mattrons  point,  W.  N.  W.  upon  Nominy  Bay,  thence  to  Wright  Virgin  Cr. 
R;c.  9G3  acs.  granted  unto  Col.  John  Mottrom,  13  Aug.  1650  &:  due  sd.  Wright  as 
marrieinge  Ann  the  daughter  of  sd.  Mottrom;  500  acs.  granted  to  Thomas  Wilkin¬ 
son  10  Oct.  1650,  afterwards  granted  to  Thomas  Brereton  8  June  1658  &:  assigned 
to  sd.  Wright,  R:  737  Acs.  for  trans.  of  15  pers: 

John  Bateman  Joseph  Hary  Nich.  Smith 

Edward  Sanders  Rich.  Wright  Tho.  Hartsford 

J no.  Knight  James  &:  Patience,  Win.  Churme 

Richard  Cox  Negroes.  Margarett  Donnell 

Symon  Carpenter  Charles  Winterne  Jno.  Case.” 


On  June  20,  1658,  Mr.  Richard  Wright  had  assigned  to  him  850  acres  of  land  from  Mr. 
John  Bateman. 


[Northumberland  County,  Va.,  Order  Book,  1652-1665,  p.  89]: 

“20  June,  1658. 

“Mr  Wrights  J  These  are  to  Certifie  that  according  to  sulTi- 

CeA  For  Land  J  cient  proofe  made  before  this  Cort  there  is  due  to  Mr 

Richard  Wright  850  acres  of  Land  for  the  transportacon  of  17  psons  into  this  Col¬ 
ony  by  assigneint  from  Mr  Jn<>.  Bateman.” 

May  20,  1 C59,  as  “Capt.  Richard  Wright”,  he  received  800  acres  of  land: 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Heathsville,  Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book,  1652-1665, 
page  105]: 


“Capt.  Wright  His 
Certs  for  Land 


“May  20,  1659. 

“These  are  to  Certifie  that  Capt  Richard 
Wright  made  his  Right  appeare  to  800  acres  of 
Land  for  the  transportacon  of  these  following  psons  into  this  Country,  vizt. 
“Himselfe  Twice  Jacob  Willoughby 

Mr  Christopher  Wright  Thomas  More 

Mr  Nich:  Spencer  twice  Robt  Lawson 

John  Mottrom  Junior  Mary  Doughty 

Samuell  Mills  Mary  Hughs 

Mr  Rob1  Spencer  Sarah  Bradford 

George  Slightham  Thomas  Elford 

Capt.  Wright  prsent.” 


On  7  Oct.  1658,  Capt.  Richard  Wright  conveyed  900  acres  to  Col.  Nicholas  Spencer,  his 
brother-in-law,  who  had  married  Frances  Mottrom,  sister  of  his  wife  Anne. 
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[Westmoreland  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds  &  Wills,  No.  1,  pages  176  and  177,  re-recorded 
therein  from  Deeds,  Wills,  etc.,  from  1661  to  1662,  folios  20  and  21]: 

“Mr  Richard  Wrights  Conveyance  of  goo  Acres  of  Land  to  Mr  Nicholas 
Spencer 

“To  all  to  whome  these  presents  shall  Come  Greeting  Know  yee  that  wee  Rich¬ 
ard  Wright  of  Chicacone  in  ye  County  of  Northumberld  in  Virginia  gentle:  and 
Ann  Mottrom  Als.  Wright  ye  Wife  of  ye  said  Mr  Richard  Wright  8c  naturall  and 
Lawfull  Daughter  of  Collnell  John  Mottrom  late  of  Chickacone  aforesaid  Deceased 
for  Sc  in  Consideracon  of  a  valuable  Sum  of  Lawfull  mony  of  England  unto  them  by 
Nicholas  Spencer  of  Chickacone  aforesaid  gentlem11  payd  .  .  .  Have  given  granted 
bargained  Sold  .  .  .  unto  the  said  Mr  Nicholas  Spencer  his  heirs  8:  Assignes  a  par- 
sell  of  land  containing  nine  hundred  acres  of  land,  be  it  more  or  less,  lying  8:  being 
in  Nomony  Bay  in  the  County  of  Westmoreland  in  Virginia  being  bounded  as  fol¬ 
lowed!,  west  northwest  8;  by  west  into  Nomony  Bay  8c  East  northeast  upon  Potomack 
River  southeast  upon  a  greate  pond  8;  soe  bounded  by  a  Line  of  marked  trees  be¬ 
ginning  at  ye  head  of  ye  maine  branch  of  ye  aforesaid  pond  deviding  this  land  from 
ye  land  of  Mr  Richard  Wright  Cutting  ye  line  of  ye  whole  devident  West  on  ye  line 
of  John  Armsby  dec’d,  8:  South  8c  by  west  on  ye  head  line  8:  a  Creeke  which  divideth 
this  land  of  ye  said  Mr  Spencer  and  ye  land  of  yc  said  Armsby,  beeing  part  of  a  devi¬ 
dent  of  land  granted  by  ye  Governor  8:  Councell  of  Virginia  by  pattent,  Containing 
963  Acres  of  Land,  unto  Collonell  John  Mottrom  as  afoursaid,  deceased,  bearing 
date  ye  1 3th  of  August  1650,  And  since  Renewed  8c  more  Land  adjoining  thereunto 
added  by  pattent,  8c  to  8c  by  ye  aforesaid  Mr  Richard  Wright  beareing  date  ye  7th  of 
October  1658. 

“And  I  ye  said  Ann  Mottrom  als.  Wright  ye  now  Wife  of  ye  aforesaid  Mr  Rich¬ 
ard  Wright  doe  declare  that  this  sale  of  mine  is  Clearely  freely  8c  of  mine  owne  ac¬ 
cord  without  any  Constrained  Coercon  Compulsion  threatenings  or  menaceing  of 
my  said  husband,  And  this  I  doe  Acknowledge  to  all  Intents  8c  purposes  of  Law,  To 
have  and  To  hold  all  ye  said  demised  Land  bounded  as  aforesaid  unto  ye  said  Mr 
Nicholas  Spencer  his  heires  8c  Assignes  lor  ever  wth  all  previledges  8:  advantages 
whatsoever  as  is  granted  to  ye  said  Mr  Richard  Wright  by  pattent  by  ye  Governor  8c 
Councell  of  Virginia  aforesaid,  .  .  . 

“In  testimony  of  ye  truth  of  theise  prmisses  wee  have  hereunto  jointly  set  our 
hands  8c  Seales  this  1 8tb  of  August  1662.  Signed  sealed  8:  deliver’^  in  psence  of  us. 

[Richard  Wright] 

[Ann  Wright] 

“Vallentyne  Peyton 
Gerrard  Fowke.’’ 

“August  the  2 od1  1662.  This  Conveyance  was  acknowledged  by  Richard 
Wright  8c  Mr  Isaack  Allerton  Attorney  of  Mrs  Anne  Wright  8c  then  Recorded.” 

The  mark  of  cattle  of  Capt.  Richard  Wright  is  of  record,  April  12,  1658,  as  follows: 

[Westmoreland  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds,  Wills,  Patents,  etc.,  1653-1659,  p.  io4d]: 

“Mr  Wright  J  April  12,  1658.  Know  all  men  by  these  pn’ts  that 

his  marke  J  Mr  Richard  Wright  doth  give  for  his  marks  of  hoggs 

8c  cattle  cropt  on  ye  left  ear,  undr  keeled  on  ye  right.” 

Again  on  Sept.  28,  1661,  we  find  Col.  Nicholas  Spencer  and  Capt.  Richard  Wright  to- 
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gether  in  a  land  grant  which  is  of  great  historical  value  and  importance,  as  it  was  in  the  fa¬ 
mous  Mount  Vernon  region,  then  called  “Pascattaway”. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Montross,  Westmoreland  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds  &  Wills  No.  I,  page  265]: 

“Wright  &  Spencer’s  Pattern. 

“To  all  &c  whereas  &:c  now  know  ye  that  I  the  said  Francis  Morrison  Esq.  doe 
with  the  consent  of  the  Council  of  State  accordingly  give  and  grant  unto  Richard 
Wright  and  Nicholas  Spencer  Eleven  hundred  acres  of  land  situate  in  Potomack 
freshes  above  Pascattaway  and  bounding  Easterly  on  the  river  southerly  on  the  land 
called  Mr  John  Ashton’s  land  running  northerly  by  the  river  275  poles  and  west¬ 
erly  into  the  woods  640  poles,  the  said  land  being  formerly  granted  Vizt.  600  acres 
thereof  to  Robert  Bradshaw,  and  James  Clonton  and  500  acres  to  Edward  Williams 
by  pattern  dated  the  15th  of  July  1657,  and  by  them  deserted  for  want  of  seating 
and  is  notv  granted  to  the  said  Wright  and  Spencer  by  order  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  bearing  date  herewith  and  is  due  unto  them  by  and  for  the  transportation 
of  22  persons  into  this  Colony  whose  names  are  in  the  record  mentioned  under  this 
pattern. 

“Given  at  James  Citty  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Colony  this  28th  day 
of  September  1661.’’ 

“Francis  Morrison, 

Thomas  Ludwell,  Secy.’’ 

“September  6th  1665  This  pattent  was  recorded.” 


Mr.  (Capt.)  Richard  Wright,  Gent.,  died  at  Chicacoan,  Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  1663, 
at  the  very  early  age  of  30  years,  and  his  will  dated  Aug.  16,  1663,  was  proved  10  Dec.,  1663. 
He  no  doubt  was  buried  beside  his  father-in-law,  Col.  John  Mottrom,  upon  the  family  estate 
at  Coan,  though  no  tombstone  for  either  man  has  been  found. 


“MR  RICHD 
WRIGHT  HIS 
LAST  WILL 
&  TESTAMENT 


[Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Record  Book,  1658-1666,  p.  1 14]: 

“In  the  name  of  God  Amen,  I,  Richard  Wright  of 
Chickacone  being  very  Sick  8c  weake  in  body  but 
of  sound  8c  pfect  mind  &  memory  doe  make  this  my 
last  Will  8c  Testament  in  maner  &:  forme  following— 

“Imp™  I  will  8c  bequeath  my  Soule  unto  almighty  God  the  giver  of  it,  &:  my 
body  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  came  there  to  be  decently  buried  And  as  to  all  my 
worldly  goods  wch  it  hath  pleased  God  almighty  to  endowe  mee  with-all,  I  will  & 
bequeath  as  followeth: 

“Item:  I  will  &  bequeath  unto  my  loveing  Wife  Anne  Wright  the  one  halfe  of 
my  land  lying  8c  being  upon  Machoatick  8c  Patomack  River,  She  takeing  that  halfe 
that  ioyns  [joins]  upon  my  brother  Spencer,  8c  this  land  to  have  as  long  as  shee  lives 
&  after  her  death  to  goe  to  my  Sonne  ffrancis.  Likewise  I  give  unto  my  sd.  Wife  a 
Negro  woman  called  Patience  8c  her  Child  called  Grande. 

“Item:  I  will  &  require  that  all  my  English  Servants  8c  Nigroes  (not  before  by 
mee  bequeathed),  8c  all  the  rest  of  my  psonall  estate  in  Virginia  8c  Maryland,  be 
equally  devided  into  three  ptes.  8:  that  my  Wife  have  the  one  third,  my  debts  8c  lega¬ 
cies  being  first  paid. 

“Item:  I  will  8c  bequeath  the  other  two  thirds  of  my  Goods  8c  Chatties  &:  Ni¬ 
groes  &  psonall  Estate  unto  my  [three  children  to  be]  equally  devided  amongst 
them  [and  should  it  happen  that]  any  of  them  should  dye  before  [comcing  to  the 
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age  of  one]  &  twenty,  or  my  daughter  to  be  [married  then  the  said  estate  to  be]  de- 
vided  betweene  the  Survivors. 

“Item:  I  will  8c  bequeath  unto  my  Sonne  Mo[ttrum  Wright  my  lands  on]  Elke 
River  8c  Sasafras  River  in  [Maryland  to  him  &  his  heires]  for  ever. 

“Item:  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  dau[ghter]  Anne  Wright  all  that  my  sd  land 
in  the  ffreshes  of  the  Patomack  River. 

“Item:  I  give  8c  bequeath  unto  my  Son[ne]  ffrancis  Wright  all  that  my  land 
lying  8c  being  upon  Macfhoatick  8c  Patomack  rivers,  one]  halfe  at  present  8c  the 
other  hal[fe  upon  the  decease  of  my  Wife]  to  him  8c  his  heires  for  ever.  And  [I  give 

to  my  said  Sonne]  ffrancis  all  my  money  in  England  [ . ]  for  the  dis- 

chargeing  the  expjences]  of  his  and  their  my  children’s  education.  Likewise  I  doe 
[constitute  8c  appoint  my  loveing  Wife  8c]  Sonne  ffrancis  my  [whole  and  sole  Execu¬ 
tors  of  this  my]  last  Will  8c  Testament. 

“Item:  I  will  8c  give  unto  my  brother  [John  Mottrom?]  as  much  land  as  ten  hands 
can  tend,  hee  takeing  [that  land  lying  upon  the]  river  whereon  Rice  Maddox  lives; 

[to  remain  unto]  him  for  soe  long  as  hee  shall  live,  p’vided  he  [ .  him] 

selfe  . 

“Item:  I  give  unto  my  brother  Nicholas  Spencer  8c  my  sister  Mrs.  ffrances 
Spencer  8c  my  brother  Mr  John  Mottrom  each  of  them  ten  shillings  to  buy  them  a 
mourning  ring. 

“Item:  I  will  8c  desire  that  what  estate  I  have  given  unto  my  children  may  con¬ 
tinue  with  their  Mother  untill  such  time  as  they  shall  come  to  age  or  my  daughter 
to  be  marryed,  8:  that  what  p’fitt  shall  be  yearely  made  (their  maintenance  8:  other 
charges  being  deducted)  yearly  to  be  imployed  for  my  children’s  advantage  accord¬ 
ing  as  their  mother  and  the  Overseers  of  this  my  Will  shall  thinke  fitt.  ffurther  I 
will  8c  desire  that  if  my  Wife  should  be  marryed  againe  then  my  Children  8c  their 
estates  to  be  wholy  at  the  disposall  of  the  Overseers. 

“Item:  I  doe  hereby  constitute  8c  appoint  my  brother  Mr  Nicholas  Spencer  8c 
my  brother  Mr  John  Mottrom  the  Overseers  of  this  my  Last  Will  8c  Testament,  8c 
as  for  what  estate  I  have  in  England,  I  constitute  8c  appoint  my  Cozen  Mathew 
Merriton  of  London,  Merchk  one  of  the  Overseers  of  this  my  last  Will  8c  Testament, 
desireing  him  in  that  estate  to  be  aiding  &  assisting  to  my  other  Overseers. 

“/ further  I  doe  declare  8c  make  this  my  last  Will  8c  Testamt  hereby  revookeing 
8c  makeinge  void  all  Wills  8c  Testaments  whatsoever  by  mee  formerly  made. 

“In  Witnesse  whereunto  I  have  here  sett  my  hand  and  seale  this  sixteenth  day 
of  August  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six  hundred  sixty  8c  three. 

RICH:  WRIGHT  [SEAL] 

“Signed  8c  Sealed  in  the  presence  of 

JNO  FFOUNTAINE 

EDMUND  HELDER 


“ioth  Decem:r  1663.  This  Will  was  proved  in  Northumberland  County  Court 
by  the  oathes  of  Mr  Jn°.  ffountaine  8c  Edmund  Helder  to  be  the  last  Will  8c  Testa¬ 
ment  of  ye  sd.  Mr  Richard  Wright  Dec’d  And  the  Will  is  Recorded.’’ 


[Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book,  1652-1665,  page  184]: 


“Mrs  Wright 
Admrix  of 
Mr  Rich: 
Wright  Dec’d 


Upon  the  peticon  of  Mrs  Anne  Wright  the  widdowe 
8c  relict  of  Mr  Richard  Wright  dec’d  It  is  ordered 
that  a  Comission  of  administracon  be  granted  unto 
her  of  the  estate  of  her  sd  dec’d  husband  with  the 
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will  annexed,  shee  presenting  an  Inventory  thereof  to  the  Court  8c  putting  in  secu¬ 
rity  according  to  act.” 

References:  Original  Court  Records;  The  Washington  Ancestry,  etc.,  Vol.  I,  pages  311- 

338;  William  and  Mary  Quarterly  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  I,  pages  127-128. 

Capt.  Richard  Wright  and  his  wife,  Anne  (Mottrom)  Wright,  had  the  following  chil¬ 
dren: 

1.  Mottrom  (Mottrum)  Wright,  married  before  1G84,  Ruth  Griggs,  daughter  of 
Robert,  as  her  2nd  husband.  He  went  to  England  in  1699,  where  he  died  at 
Mile  End,  parish  of  St.  Dunstan’s,  Stepney  alias  Stebunheath,  co.  Middlesex.  His 
will  was  dated  8  October,  1700. 

2.  Anne  Wright  married  circa  1670,  Col.  George  Nicholas  Hack,  High  Sheriff  of 
Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  whose  will  was  proved  4  April,  1705;  of  whom  further.  She 
received  from  her  uncle,  Col.  Nicholas  Spencer,  on  Sept.  6,  1665,  one  half  of  the 
1100  acres  at  Mount  Vernon  on  the  Potomac,  which  he  had  patented  with  her 
father,  Sept.  25,  1661,  the  other  half  of  which  she  had  inherited  from  her  father, 
in  1663.  SEE  HACK  MANUSCRIPT. 

3.  Major  Francis  Wright,  Gent.,  of  Westmoreland  Co.,  Va.,  Capt.,  Major,  surveyor, 
Attorney,  Sheriif  and  Justice,  born  circa  1660,  married  before  1682,  Anne  Wash¬ 
ington,  who  died  before  March,  1G97/8  (daughter  of  Col.  John  Washington  (d. 
1G77)  and  his  wife,  Anne  (Pope)  Washington).  Maj.  Francis  Wright  married  (2), 
circa  1707-1708,  Martha  Cox,  daughter  of  Vincent  Cox  of  Westmoreland 

DESCENT  FROM  CAPTAIN  RICHARD  WRIGHT,  GENT.,  OF  ENGLAND 
AND  NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA. 

NINE  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Capt.  Richard  Wright  married  Anne  Mottrom.  See  Mottrom  Manuscript. 

II.  Anne  Wright  married  Col.  George  Nicholas  Hack.  See  Hack  Manuscript. 

III.  Peter  Hack  married  Matilda  West.  See  West  Manuscript. 

IV.  Peter  Hack  Hack  married  Anne  Custis.  See  Custis  Manuscript. 

V.  Peter  Hack  married  (1)  Elizabeth  Smith.  See  Smith  Manuscript. 

VI.  Elizabeth  Smith  Hack  married  Rev.  Colmore  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

VII.  Sarah  Anne  Bayne  married  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

VIII.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

IX.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 

script. 
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THE  MOTTROM  (MOTTRAM-MOTRUM-MOTTERAM)  FAMILY  OF 
NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA. 

[History  of  Cheshire  by  George  Ormerod,  Vol.  Ill,  page  693;  and  Burke’s  Encyclo¬ 
paedia  of  Heraldry .] 

“Arms— Sable,  on  a  chevron  argent  between  three  crosses  crosslet  or,  as  many  cin¬ 
quefoils  gules.” 


Col.  John  Mottrom,  Gent.,  was  born  in  England,  circa  1610,  and  was  a  gentleman  by 
birth  and  education.  His  library  showed  his  knowledge  of  Latin,  French,  medicine,  philoso¬ 
phy  and  religion.  It  is  likely  he  descended  from  the  ancient  and  honorable  family  of  Chesh¬ 
ire,  England,  which  had  its  origin  in  the  reign  of  King  Stephen  (1 135-1 154)-  He  had  become 
established  in  Virginia  by  1640,  as  the  following  record  proves: 

[. Minutes  of  the  Council  and  General  Court  of  Virginia ,  page  468;  found  in  Conway 
Robinson’s  extracts  from  the  now  missing  original  minutes  of  the  Council  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Court  of  Virginia]: 

“At  the  session  of  the  Council  and  Court  of  Virginia  of  June  30,  1640: 

“The  court  hath  granted  that  a  commission  shall  be  drawn  for  John  Mattrom 
and  Edward  ffleet  authorizing  them  to  levy  a  party  of  [in  the  Commission  Party, 
ten]  men,  or  more  if  need  require,  out  of  the  trained  band  for  Charles  river  county 
with  arms  and  ammunition  to  go  in  Psuit  of  certain  runaway  negroes  and  to  bring 
them  in  to  the  governor.  And  it  is  further  ordered  that  such  men  as  shall  be  pressed 
for  this  expedition  shall  receive  their  pay  and  satisfaction  for  their  pains  at  the 
public  charges  of  the  counties  from  whence  such  negroes  are  runaway  and  likewise 
for  any  boat  or  boats  that  shall  be  taken  for  the  said  service.” 

Col.  Mottrom’s  first  settlement  appears  to  have  been  in  York  County,  as  he  is  of  record 
there  in  November,  1642. 

[Archives  of  Maryland ,  Court  and  Testamentary  Business,  i6jj,  Vol.  4,  page  269]: 

April  15,  1644— Deposition  by  John  Nevill  in  which  he  refers  to  Anne,  now 
wife  of  Ellis  Beach,  as  having  gone  from  Snowhill,  in  a  boat  of  Col.  Trafford’s,  and 
“did  land  at  Mr.  Mottram’s  in  York,”  in  or  near  Nov.  1642. 

This  was  York  County,  Virginia,  as  proven  by  the  deposition  of  Nevill  that  he 
had  contracted  to  carry  said  Anne  to  Elizabeth  River  in  Virginia,  but  on  account  of 
lack  of  provision  of  “victuals”  did  land  them  at  Mr.  Mottrom’s  in  York. 

Col.  Mottrom  very  shortly  became  a  foremost  and  popular  citizen  of  his  county,  for  the 
following  record  shows  that  he  was  the  first  Burgess  of  Northumberland  County.  He  was  also 
commissioned  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Virginia  as  the  presiding  justice  of  North¬ 
umberland,  and  by  this  position  he  became  the  chief  military  officer  of  the  entire  Northern 
Neck  of  Virginia,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  then  the  highest  military  distinction  of  America, 


■ 


. 


490 


MOTTROM 


a  position  he  was  well  fitted  for,  as  all  the  Cavaliers  were  men  of  military  experience  in  Eng¬ 
land. 


u 


[Hening’s  Statutes  at  Large  of  Virgiriia,  Vol.  I,  page  299  and  page  370;  Colonial  Vir¬ 
ginia  Register ,  pages  64-65  and  69]: 

“Virginia  House  of  Burgesses 
“Assembled  Nov.  20,  1645  at  James  City. 

“John  Matrum— Burgess  from  Northumberland.’’ 

(This  is  the  first  time  this  county  was  represented,  and  Col.  John  Mottrom  was  thus 
the  first  Burgess  of  Northumberland  Co.,  and  as  such  he  was  the  highest  Colonial 
officer  in  the  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia.) 

“Virginia  House  of  Burgesses 
“Assembled  April  26,  1652  at  James  City. 

“Mr.  Jno.  Mottram,  a  Burgess  for  Northumberland  County.” 

[Journals  of  the  House  of  Burgesses  of  Virginia ,  1619-1658,  page  20]: 

“Burgesses  for  the  Assembly  of  April-May  1652  .  .  .  Northumberland;  Jno. 
Mottram.” 


[Northumberland  Record  Book  1655-1685,  page  21]: 

“Levies  for  Northumberland  County  .  .  .  for  Coll.  Mottrom  &:  Leift.  Colo: 
ffletcher  their  charge  of 

“Burgeship  1652  .  .  .  li.  Tob  5400.” 


[Northumberland  Court  Order  Book,  20  Sept.,  1652,  to  5  March  1665,  page  1]: 

“At  A  Court  held  for  the  County  of  Northumberland  the  20th  of  September 

1652 


“Present 

Coll.  John  Mottrom 
L.  Coll.  Geo  Ffletcher 
Mr  Tho:  Speke 
Mr  John  Trussel 
Mr  Wm  Presly 
Mr  John  Hollowes 
Mr  Walter  Brodhurst 
M1  Sam:  Smith 
Mr  Nicho:  Morris 


-  Comrs 


Col.  John  Mottrom  received  several  large  grants  of  land  totaling  8,222  acres,  as  follows: 

[Nugent’s  Cavaliers  and  Pioneers,  page  132—  Patent  Book  No.  1,  Part  II,  page  803]: 

“John  Matrum,  Gent.,  1,900  acs.,  called  Matrums  Mount,  in  Pyankatanke 
River,  July  20,  1642.  Beg.  at  Materums  Cr.,  towards  the  Gleab  Cr.,  including  a 
small  island  in  a  great  bay  on  the  N.  side  of  Pyanketanke.  Trans,  of  38  pers.” 

[Virginia  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  2,  page  247]: 

“To  all  &c.  Whereas  &c.  Now  Know  yee  that  I  the  said  Sr.  Wm.  Berkeley  8cc. 
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give  and  grant  unto  Mr.  John  Mottrum  Nine  hundred  Sixty  three  Acres  of  Land  in 
Northumberland  County  abutting  Northerly  upon  Potomecke  River  Southerly 
upon  the  Maine  Woods  Westerly  upon  Nomeny  Bay  and  Easterly  upon  Mackatix 
river  includeing  a  Small  Island  on  the  west  side  of  the  Said  Land  The  Said  Land  be¬ 
ing  Due  unto  the  Said  John  Mottrum  by  and  for  the  Transportation  of  twenty 
persons  into  the  Colony  &c. 

“To  have  and  hold  &c.  To  be  held  &c.  which  Payment  is  to  be  made  Seven 
yeares  after  the  first  grant  or  Seating  thereof  R:c.  Dated  ye  13th.  of  August  1650. 


"Wm,  Greested 
Tho:  Meredeth 
Wm.  Bedlem 
Eliz:  Moore 
John  Parefy 
Bob:  Halsworth 
Marg:  Evans  — 


Israeli  England 
Fra:  Pinke 
Tho:  West 
Henry  West 
John  Shakley 
Graw  Gining  -  - 
Elinor  Jones  - 


Wm.  Key 
Sara  Thompson 
John  Persivall 
John  Mint 
John  Barnes 
Marg:  Wintorton 


“Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va. 

“I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  records  of  this  of¬ 
fice.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this  29th  day  of  June,  1922. 


“Jno.  W.  Richardson” 

(SEAL)  Register  of  the  Land  Office.” 


[ Cavaliers  and  Pioneers  by  Nugent,  Vol.  I,  page  260— Patent  Book  No.  3,  page 
100]: 

“Mr.  John  Mottrom,  250  acs.  comonly  called  the  Widow  Hills  Thickett, 
Northumberland  Co.,  9  May  1652.  Abutting  Nly.  upon  mouth  of  Potomeck  Riv., 
Sly.  towards  land  of  George  Colclough  &c. 

“Trans,  of  5  pers:  Hopkin  Davis,  John  Hill,  Nicholas  Butler,  Wm.  Williams, 
Joane  Kerle.” 


[Cavaliers  and  Pioneers  by  Nugent,  Vol.  /,  page  252— Patent  Book  No.  3,  page  64] : 

“Col.  John  Mottrom  (Mattrum),  1200  acs.  Northumberland  Co.,  19  Oct.  1653. 
Upon  S.  side  of  Chickacone  Riv.,  beg.  from  poynt  on  the  Westermost  side  of  the 
Bridge  Cr.,  extending  S.  by  W.  to  branches  of  great  Wicocomico  Riv.,  thence  E.  by 
S.  upon  branches  of  Chuckahann  (Chickhan)  8:c. 

“Due  by  assignmt.  of  Whittinghain  Fogg,  assignee  of  Sir  Thomas  Wilford  for  50 
Lbs.  Sterling  for  400  acs.  &:  100  acs.  by  the  partye  abovesaid  assigned  to  sd  Mattrum, 
8c  residue  for  trans.  of  14  pers:  Whittington  Fogg  &  Wm.  Brandon.” 

[Crozier’s  Virginia  County  Records,  Vol.  VI,  page  1 12— Northumberland  County 
Land  Grants,  Book  No.  3,  page  64]: 

“Colo.  John  Mottrom— 1653-1,000  acres.” 

[Cavaliers  and  Pioneers  by  Nugent,  Vol.  I,  page  299— Patent  Book  No.  3,  page  306]: 

“Col.  John  Matrom,  3,609  acs.  Westmoreland  Co.,  7  Oct.  1654.  2,109  acs. 
butting  Sly.  upon  Petomeck  Riv.,  this  tract  known  as  the  Doegs  Island.  1,000  acs.  S. 
upon  a  creek  parting  it  from  sd.  Island,  Wly.  upon  land  of  John  Jenkins,  Ely.  to- 
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wards  land  of  Mr.  Tho.  Speake.  2,109  acs.  granted  to  Richard  Twiney,  8  July  1651, 
&  1,000  acs.  granted  to  John  Jenkins,  14  May  1653,  both  of  which  patentees  assigned 
to  sd.  Matrom  k  now  renewed;  &  500  acs.  due  for  trans.  of  10  pers:  Rob.  Page,  Dan. 
Cortnake,  (or  Cormake),  David  Price,  James  Savage,  Anth.  Johnson,  John  Clay, 
Fra.  Rickett,  John  Norman,  Wm.  Luke.” 

[Cavaliers  and  Pioneers  by  Nugent,  Vol.  I,  page  331 — Patent  Book  No.  page  31, 
(49)]: 

“Mr.  John  Mottrom  (Motterom-Motron),  300  acs.  Northumberland  Co.,  4 
Jan.  1655.  Upon  N.  side  of  Wicocomoco  Cr.,  Sly.  upon  same  from  land  of  Mr.  Colt- 
cloughes,  surveyed  by  Wm.  Cocke,  to  the  Bridge  Cr.  dividing  this  from  land  of 
Mr.  George  Coltclough  and  Nly.  upon  a  tract  called  Hulls  Thickett. 

‘‘Trans,  of  G  pers:  Lidia  Sawyer,  Edw.  Gower,  Tho.  Glover,  Lyonell  Britten, 
Tho.  Jones,  John  Motteron.” 

[Cavaliers  and  Pioneers  by  Nugent,  Vol.  I,  page  463 —Patent  Book  No.  5,  page  214 

(117)]: 

1663-1200  acs.  patented  by  Col.  Jno.  Matrom,  dec’d.— Northumberland 
County  [Boundary], 

Mr.  (Capt.)  Richard  Wright  received  a  portion  of  the  1650  patent  as  having  married 
Ann,  the  daughter  of  Col.  John  Mottrom,  as  follows: 


[Cavaliers  and  Pioneers  by  Nugent,  Vol.  I,  page  375— Patent  Book  No.  4,  page  210, 

(3°5)]: 


“Mr.  Richard  Wright,  2200  acs.  Westmoreland  Co.,  7  Oct.,  1658.  On  S.  W.  side 
of  Patomeck  Riv.,  bounded  from  Sandy  Point  at  the  mouth  of  Armsbies  Cr.  unto 
Mattrons  point,  W.  N.  W.  upon  Nominy  Bay,  thence  to  Wright  Virgin  Cr  &c.  963 
acs.  granted  unto  Col.  John  Mottrom,  13  Aug.  1650  &  due  sd.  Wright  as  marrieinge 
Ann  the  daughter  of  sd.  Mottrom;  500  acs.  granted  to  Thomas  Wilkinson  10  Oct. 
1650,  afterwards  granted  to  Thomas  Brereton  8  June  1658  &  assigned  to  sd.  Wright, 
&  737  Acs.  for  trans.  of  15  pers: 


John  Bateman 
Edward  Sanders 
Jno.  Knight 
Richard  Cox 
Symon  Carpenter 


Joseph  Hary 
Rich.  Wright 
James  &  Patience, 
Negroes. 

Charles  Winterne 


Nich.  Smith 
Tho.  Hartsford 
Wm.  Churme 
Margarett  Donnell 
Jno.  Case.” 


[William  and  Mary  Quarterly  Historical  Magazine,  V ol.  17,  pages  53-55] : 

“Col.  John  Mottrom  was  like  most  other  prominent  settlers,  a  merchant  and 
owned  a  sloop  or  shallop  in  which,  1643,  he  traded  with  Maryland.  In  1645,  he 
moved  to  “Chickacoan”  (now  Coan)  believed  to  be  the  earliest  settlement  on  the 
Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac  River,  where  his  house  became  a  resort  for  Protes¬ 
tants  inimical  to  the  Government  of  Lord  Baltimore  in  Maryland,  who  were  ac¬ 
cused  of  plotting  treason  and  making  Chicacone  a  basis  for  their  conspiracies. 
When  Northumberland  County  was  formed  in  1645,  he  represented  it  that  year 
in  the  House  of  Burgesses.  He  was  Burgess  again  in  1652  and  was  also  Justice  and 
Colonel  of  the  Militia.” 
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Col.  John  Mottrom  married  first,  in  England,  between  1635  and  1638,  a  wife  whose 
name  is  not  known.  She  was  the  mother  of  his  three  children,  a  woman  of  gentle  birth  and 
breeding,  born  and  married  in  England,  came  to  Virginia  with  her  husband  and  their  oldest 
child,  a  daughter  Anne,  and  died  shortly  after  the  birth  of  their  third  child,  Frances,  in  1645, 
aged  about  thirty  years.  He  married  (2)  Ursula  (Bish)  Thompson,  widow  of  Richard 
Thompson,  of  no  ancestral  interest,  and  she  married  (3)  George  Colclough  and  (4)  Maj.  Isaac 
Allerton.  [Maryland  Archives,  Vol.  4,  page  66.] 

Children  of  Col.  John  Mottrom  and  his  first  wife, . ,  name  un¬ 

known. 

1.  Anne  Mottrom,  born  in  England  in  1639,  married  (1st)  before  March  1656/7,  Mr. 
(Capt.)  Richard  Wright,  Gent.,  (born  in  England  1633,  died  at  Chicacoan,  North¬ 
umberland  Co.,  Va.,  1663).  SEE  WRIGHT  MANUSCRIPT. 

2.  John  Mottrom,  Jr.,  born  in  Virginia  in  1642,  remained  in  Virginia  and  had  a  large 
estate  of  land;  Captain  in  Colonial  Military  forces;  Justice  and  High  Sheriff  of  North¬ 
umberland  Co.,  Va.  He  married  (1)  Hannah,  daughter  of  David  Fox,  Sr.,  and  (2),  be¬ 
fore  1783,  Ruth,  daughter  of  Hon.  Robert  Griggs  of  Lancaster  Co.,  Va.,  who  survived 
him  and  married  (2)  Mottrom  Wright,  Sr. 

3.  Frances  Mottrom,  born  in  Virginia  in  1645,  married  Hon.  Nicholas  Spencer,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Council  of  Virginia,  and  was  of  a  family  seated  at  Cople,  Bedford¬ 
shire,  England.  He  died  in  1699;  will  dated  25  April,  1688,  proved  15  Jan.,  1699.  She 
married  (2)  Rev.  John  Bolton. 

[William  and  Mary  Quarterly  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  ij,  pages  53-55] : 

Col.  John  Mottrom  died  about  1655,  when  his  will  was  referred  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor  “because  of  some  ambiguities  in  the  procurings  of  it.”  It  was  probably  recorded 
in  the  General  Court,  and,  as  the  records  of  that  Court  were  later  burnt  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  no  copy  of  it  can  now  be  found.  His  Inventory,  however,  is  on  record  in 
Northumberland  County  in  1657,  and  shows  that  he  was  a  man  of  wealth  and  liter¬ 
ary  pretensions.  The  total  of  his  Inventory  was  valued  at  33,896  lbs.  of  tobacco. 

[Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography ,  Vol.  X,  page  402.] 

Some  of  the  records  regarding  the  early  death  and  will  of  Coll.  John  Mottrom  are  still 
extant  and  follow  herewith: 


[Northumberland  Record  Book,  1653-1685,  page  54d]: 

“Cap1  J  Roger  Marshall  aged  34  yeares  or  thereabouts 

Marshall  l  Sworne  R:  examined  Sayth  that  hee  this  depon1  be- 

His  Depo:  ing  at  the  house  of  Coll.  John  Mottrom  dec’d,  upon 

Sunday  night  last  heard  a  Dutch  man  whoe  prtended  judgmt  in  Chyrurgery  tell 
Alice  Atkinson  that  milke  was  hurtfull  for  the  sd  Alice  husband  .  .  .  Roger  Mar¬ 
shall,  20th  August  1655  Jurat  in  Cur.” 


“Wr  Brodhurst  J  Walter  Brodhurst  aged  36  yeares  or  thereabout 

His  Depo:  J  Sworne  &:  examined  Sayth  That  hee  this  depon1  was 

at  Coll:  Mottrom’s  house  the  19th  day  of  this  instant  August,  and  heard  a  man  wch 
was  called  a  Dutch  Doctor  tell  Alice  Atkinson  that  her  husband  would  if  hee  eate 
soemuchmilkeit  wouldkillhim.  .  .  AValtr  Brodhurst  20  Augt  1655,  Jurat  in  Cur. 
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[Northumberland  Court  Record  Book,  1653-1685,  page  52]: 

“Mr  Richd  ]  Richard  Wright  aged  22  yeares  or  thereabouts 

Wright  His  l  Svvorne  8c  examin’d  Sayth  that  Mr  Colclough  told 

Depo:  this  Depon1  after  hee  made  Coll.  Mottrom’s  Will 

that  hee  was  glad  Coll.  Mottrom  had  done  what  hee  had  done  in  relacon  to  his  Chil¬ 
dren  for  hee  the  sd  Mr  Colclough  sd  hee  was  in  a  manner  fudled  8c  further  this  de- 
ponc  Sayth  that  they  were  drinking  halfe  a  daye  just  [before]  the  Will  was  made  8c 
furth  sayth  not. 


“20th  August  1655,  Jurat  in  Cur.” 


Richd  Wright,  [his  son-in-law] 


Though  Mr.  George  Colclough,  who  had  married  the  widow  Ursula  (Bish)  Thompson- 
Mottrom  of  Col.  John  Mottrom,  attempted  to  secure  control  of  the  estate,  he  was  supplanted 
a  little  later  by  Mr.  William  Presly  as  executor,  who  was  one  of  the  Overseers  of  the  estate. 


[Northumberland  Record  Book ,  1653-1685,  page  8yd]: 

‘‘[Order]  by  ye  Governor  [and]  Councell  concerning  Presly’s  Adrcon  [of]  Coll. 
Mottrom’s  Estate  [and  of  the]  ordring  Estate 

“At  a  Quarter  Cort  held  at  James  Citty  the  7th  of  June  1656.  Present  Edward 
Digges  Esq.  Governor,  Coll.  Edward  Hill,  Mr  Nath:  Bacon,  Esqrs. 

“Upon  the  hearing  of  the  Cause  concerning  the  Will  of  Coll  Jno  Mottrom  8c 
the  Estates  of  his  Children  in  whose  possession  soever  eyther  in  Virginia  or  else 
where:  It  is  with  the  consent  of  Coll.  Speke  8c  Mr  Colclough,  Overseers  of  the  said 
Will,  Ordered  that  the  Estates  of  the  Orphants  shall  wholy  be  delivered  into  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Wm  Presley  one  of  the  overseers  of  the  said  will  8c  Mr  Colclough 
in  right  of  his  Wife,  the  Relict  of  the  said  Colo.  Mottrom  to  have  such  of  the 
Household  stuffe  as  shall  bee  convenient  for  her  according  to  the  appraizemt.  And 
to  give  the  said  Presly  a  iust  [just]  account  of  all  things  wdl  hee  have  in  his  Custody 
belonging  to  that  Estate.  And  for  the  better  enableing  the  said  Presly  to  manage 
their  Estate  &:  pay  the  debts  A  Comisscon  of  Adt0'1  to  issue  to  the  said  Presly  there¬ 
upon  Hee  giving  Caution  to  the  Cort  tG  save  them  harmeless  8c  alsoe  to  give  secu¬ 
rity  to  deale  justly  therein.  And  such  allowance  to  be  given  to  the  said  Presly  for 
his  paynes,  And  the  Cloathing  &  Dyett  of  the  said  Children  wheresoever  they  shall 
be  kept  as  the  Overseers  can  agree  on  not  exceeding  the  anuall  benefitt  8c  p’duce  of 
their  Estates  due  by  the  Will.  And  that  what  Estate  remaines  in  being  shall  not  bee 
altered  nor  alienated  to  any  other  use  than  to  the  Orphants  Undr  the  ordering  of 
the  said  Presly  Provided  alhvayes  that  the  debts  bee  duely  paid  And  that  the 
Widdowe  shall  have  her  one  third  of  Land  &  psonall  Estate  8c  Coll  Speke  to  deliver 
all  the  writeinges  wch  belongeth  thereunto  unto  the  said  Presly.  Further,  in  case 
the  said  Presly  refuse  the  Ad«>n  then  another  Admrtor  to  bee  chosen  by  the  three 
overseers  or  the  major  part  of  them,  whoe  is  to  give  the  like  caution  8c  to  proceed  as 
before  specified. 

“Vera  Copia  Test.  Tho:  Brereton  Cl.  Com.  21th  July  1656.  This  Ordr  was  Re¬ 
corded.” 

[Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book,  1652-1665,  page  q8d]: 

“(Court  of  21  July  1656.)  Upon  ye  peticon  of  Mrs  Anne,  John  8:  Fraunces 
Mottrom,  the  Sonne  8c  daughters  of  Coll.  Jn°.  Mottrom  Esqr  dec’d,  Mrs  Anne  Mot- 
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trom  being  17  yeares  of  age  and  upwards  Mr  John  14  yeares  &  upwards  Fraunces 
1 1  yeares  of  age  or  thereabouts.  The  Court  doth  order  (upon  their  owne  free  choice 
&  elecon  in  open  Court)  Colloneli  Tho:  Speke  to  be  their  Guardian.” 

It  required  a  long  time  to  settle  up  the  estate,  four  administrators  being  appointed. 
Richard  Wright,  not  being  satisfied,  had  himself  appointed  as  third  executor,  but  died  be¬ 
fore  the  final  settlement. 


[Northumberland  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book,  1652-1665,  page  84d] : 

‘‘At  a  Cort  held  for  ye  county  of  Northumberland  at  ye  house  of  Mr  Richard 
Wright  the  26th  of  May  1658  .  .  . 


Upon  ye  Peticon  of  Mr  Wm  Presly  Admrtor  of 
the  Estate  of  Coll  Jno  Mottrom  Dec’d  to  be  released 
from  the  sd  Administracon,  Mr  Richard  Wright 
whoe  married  wth  one  of  the  Daughters  of  the  sd 
Coll  Mottrom  being  willing  to  take  the  sd  Estate  & 
Administracon  into  his  hands,  wch  Mr  Geo.  Col- 
clough  whoe  married  the  Relict  of  the  sd  Coll. 
Mottrom  assenteth  unto.  And  the  sd  Mr  Presly  being  ready  to  give  up  an  accompt 
of  the  sd  Estate  to  this  Cort.  Yett  in  Respect  of  an  Order  by  the  honors  Governor  & 
Councell  confirming  the  sd  Administracon  upon  the  sd  Presly  wee  thinke  not  fitt 
to  release  him,  but  referr  ye  same  to  their  Honoble  determinacon.” 


‘‘Mr  Presly  to 
be  Released 
from  Coll 
Mottrom’s 
Estate  Refferred 
to  ye  Governor 
&  Councell 


The  Inventory  on  file  in  the  Northumberland  Record  Book,  1655-1685,  page  ii4d 
shows  an  unusually  large  amount  for  that  period: 

‘‘An  Inventory  of  what  debts  is  due  by  Bill  &c  unto  the  Estate  of  Coll  Jn°. 
Mottrum  taken  by  Coll.  Tho.  Speke,  George  Colclough,  Wm  Presly  &  Ralph  Hors¬ 
ley  appointed  as  Overseers  of  his  Will  &c.  this  19th  day  of  June  [1655].” 


The  estate  was  divided  as  per  the  following  record: 


‘‘Coll.  Mottrom’s 
Children’s 
Estates 
To  Be 
Devided 


[Northumberland  Order  Book,  1652-1665,  page  74d]: 

‘‘(Court  of  2  x  Nov.  1657.) 

Upon  the  Peticon  of  Mr  Waltr  Brodhurst  At¬ 
torney  of  Mr  Richd  Wright  whoe  marryed  one  of 
the  Daughters  of  Coll  Jiw  Mottrom  dec’d.  It  is 
ordered  that  Cap1  Jn°  Rogeis  Mr  Wm  Thomas  M> 
Charles  Ashton,  &  Mr  Peter  Presly  at  some  con¬ 
venient  time  between  this  &  the  20^  of  January  next  meete  at  the  house  of  the  sd 
Coll  Mottrom  there  to  devide  the  Estate  of  the  said  Coil’s  children,  &  that  part  & 
portion  of  Estate  wch  shall  belong  to  Anne,  one  of  the  Daughters  of  the  sd  Coll,  the 
nowe  Wife  of  the  sd  Mr  Wright  (after  devision  thereof  made)  to  be  apprayzed  &  de¬ 
livered  to  the  sd  Mr  Wright,  his  Wife  or  their  Attorney,  hee  the  sd  Mr  Wright  give- 
ing  Security  to  Mr  W™  Presly  Admrtor  of  the  sd  Estate  to  save  him  harmelesse  from 
the  paymt  of  all  such  dues  as  properly  belongeth  to  the  sd  Mr  Wright  to  pay  &  al- 
lowe  out  of  his  sd  Wife’s  Estate,  in  the  behalfe  of  her  dec’d  Father.” 


The  oldest  child  of  Colonel  Mottrom,  ‘‘Mistress  Anne,”  married  ‘‘Mr.  Richard  Wright” 
in  1656/7  and  the  last  known  record  before  her  marriage  is  thus  given: 
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[Westmoreland  Deeds,  Wills,  Patents,  ire.,  1653-1659,  page  56]: 

“Mrs  Ann  Mottrom  Her  Marke.  Know  all  men  by  these  prsents  That  Mrs  Ann 
Mottrom  of  this  County  doth  give  for  her  marke  of  Hoggs  &  Cattle  Cropt  on  ye 
right  eare  with  a  Slitt  in  y e  cropp  Under  keeled  on  ye  left.  10  May  1656.— This 
marke  was  Recorded.” 

P.  A.  Bruce,  LL.D.,  The  Institutional  History  of  Virginia ,  Vol.  I  (1910),  page  421,  in 

referring  to  the  excellence  of  the  education  in  England  of  some  of  the  founders  of  the  North¬ 
ern  Neck  of  Virginia,  speaks  of  Colonel  Mottrom: 

“The  hooks  belonging  to  Col.  John  Mottrom,  also  of  Northumberland,  whose 
personalty  was  appraised  in  1655,  related  to  a  considerable  variety  of  subjects— 
among  them  were  a  History  of  France,  a  History  of  Rome  written  in  the  Latin 
language,  a  treatise  on  Wills  and  Testaments,  the  Sergeant  at  Law,  Statutes  of  Eliz¬ 
abeth,  Parry’s  Chirurgery,  T reatise  on  ye  Law  of  God,  Godly  Observations,  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Christ  and  Differences  between  Religions.  In  addition  to  these  works  his 
collection  contained  thirty-nine  titles  representing  volumes  of  a  smaller  size.” 
References:  Original  Court  Records;  The  Washington  Ancestry,  Vol.  I,  pages  285, 
and  292-310;  William  and  Mary  Quarterly  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  17,  pages  53-55; 
Nugent’s  Cavaliers  and  Pioneers. 

DESCENT  FROM  COL.  JOHN  MOTTROM,  GENT.,  OF  ENGLAND 
AND  NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY,  VIRGINIA. 

TEN  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Col.  John  Mottrom,  Gent.,  married  (1)  . . . 

II.  Anne  Mottrom  married  Capt.  Richard  Wright.  See  Wright  Manuscript. 

III.  Anne  Wright  married  Col.  George  Nicholas  Hack.  See  Hack  Manuscript. 

IV.  Peter  Hack  married  Matilda  West.  See  West  Manuscript. 

V.  Peter  Hack  Hack  married  Anne  Custis.  See  Custis  Manuscript. 

VI.  Peter  Hack  married  (1)  Elizabeth  Smith.  See  Smith  Manuscript. 

VII.  Elizabeth  Smith  Hack  married  Rev.  Colmore  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

VIII.  Sarah  Anne  Bayne  married  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

IX.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

X.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 

script. 
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CLIFFE  (CUSTIS)  FAMILY. 


In  various  English  records,  particularly  in  Essex  and  Gloucestershire,  it  has  been  found 
that  the  name  of  Custis  was  originally  Cliffe;  and  in  York,  England,  during  the  years  of  1226 
to  1428,  as  found  in  The  History  of  Hemingborough,  by  Thomas  Burton,  Esq.,  pub.  York, 
England,  1888,  pages  249-258,  there  was  a  Township  of  Cliffe,  and  a  family  of  the  same  name 
residing  there  as  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants.  One  of  the  most  prominent  of  this  group 
was  Henry  de  Cliffe  who  rose  to  great  eminence  as  the  Attorney-General  of  Bishop  Anthony 
Bek  in  1308.  He  was  also  a  clerk  in  the  King’s  Chancery,  and  had  letters  of  protection  to  go 
abroad  in  the  royal  service  on  3rd  May,  1313.  On  several  occasions  he  was  the  Deputy 
Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  and  between  1325  and  1332,  he  was  Master  of  the  Rolls.  In  1328,11c 
was  acting  for  the  King  in  the  Court  of  Rome,  and  was  also  for  some  time  prebendary  of  Ble- 
burgh  at  Salisbury,  and  rector  of  Welton.  He  died  in  1332,  and  his  will  is  preserved  in  the 
registry  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  York.  He  had  a  brother,  John  de  Cliffe,  whose  wife  was 
Emma,  and  they  had  seven  sons,  among  them  a  Henry,  and  a  daughter,  Isabella.  In  his  will  he 
desires  that  a  chantry  should  be  founded  out  of  the  residue  of  his  estate,  which  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done,  and  Richard  de  Cliffe,  probably  a  nephew,  became  one  of  the  Cliffe  Chantry 
Chaplains  soon  after  the  death  of  Henry  de  Cliffe. 

In  Hasted’s  History  of  Kent ,  Vol.  IV,  page  632,  we  find  the  following  interesting  article: 

“In  the  3d  year  of  K.  Edward  III  [1330],  Queen  Isabella  being  then  at  Canter¬ 
bury,  and  taking  up  her  abode  at  Christ  Church,  master  Henry  de  Cliff,  with  the 
Lord  William  de  Herlaston,  lodged  at  this  priory  of  St.  Gregory,  when  the  former, 
appointed  by  the  King,  then  abroad,  keeper  of  the  great  seal,  exercised  his  office  on 
May  31,  that  year,  anno  1329,  by  the  sealing  of  certain  writs;  and  he  afterwards  re¬ 
signed  up  the  seal  in  the  presence  of  the  King  and  many  of  the  nobility,  in  the  hall 
of  the  chancellor,  in  this  priory,  where  he  took  up  his  abode,  to  the  bishop  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  the  King’s  chancellor.” 

The  next  important  articles  relating  to  the  family  of  Cliffe  are  genealogical  charts  found 
in  The  Visitation  of  Essex,  1612,  Part  I,  page  178  and  Part  II  (Visitation  of  1634),  page  376. 
The  Arms  as  used  by  this  family  of  Cliffe  of  Essex,  England,  will  be  found  as  those  used  by 
the  Custis  family  of  America,  and  in  the  following  records  of  the  family,  one  will  notice  in 
several  instances  the  name  given  as  “Custis  als  Cliffe”;  which  change  was  brought  about,  as 
noted  above,  by  the  Cliffes  being  Custodians  of  the  Great  Seal  of  England;  and  Clerkes  of  the 
Signett  to  the  Kings  and  Queens. 

[The  Visitation  of  Essex,  1612,  Part  I,  page  178; 

The  Visitation  of  Essex,  1634,  Part  II,  page  376]: 

CLIFFE— [CUSTIS] 

“Arms — Argent,  a  chevron  between  three  popinjays  vert,  membered  and  attired 
gules  [Cliffe],  impaling  Tirrell. 
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"John  ClifTe  of  Buckfastleigh  -  ....  daugh. 

in  coin.  Devon  gentleman.  to  Barde. 


“Margarett  dau.  - 

1 

— -  John  ClifTe  of 

-  (2^  Ann  daugh.  to 

1 

Jaynne  (Joan) 
mar.  to 

to  John 

Ingatestone  in  com. 

George  Rebel  1 

Somaster  of 

Essex  esquier  sonne 

of  Newbottell 

Maddox 

Penisford  in 

and  heire  Clerke  of 

in  com. 

(Maddick) 

com.  Devon  ar. 

the  Signett  to  K. 

Northampt. 

of 

Buryed  the 

Henry  8  Edw.  6 

and  bis  wife 

Devonshire. 

first  of 

Q.  Mary  Q.  Elizabetli 

Katheren,  dau. 

October  1553. 

obiit  y6  9  of  Marche 
a°  1588.  Buried  in 
Ingerston  Church  age 

70,  b.  1518.  Will 
pvd.  at  London  14 

Mar.  1588  (Ref: 

P.C.C.  J5  Leicester) 

See  abstract  and 
monument  record. 

of  Sir  Thomas 

Tirrell.  Ann 
mar.  June  22, 

1560,  obiit 

y°  5  of 

Septemb.  1587. 

1 

John  ClifTe 
died  in 

1  1 

Anne  mar. 

1 

Tohn  Clifle  — 

Ann  dauph. 

1  1  1 

Catherin  eldest 

to  Ran  fie 

of  Ingerston 

to  Thomas 

dau.  obiit  s.p. 

Portugall 

Ammnere 

in  com. 

Tirrell  of 

a°  1576  of  y* 

viage 

(Amery) 

Essex  esquier 

Herron  in 

age  of  7,  bur. 

w’owt  issue. 

oT  London. 

Mary  mar. 
to  Anthony 

Lawe  of 

London. 

sonne  and 
heire,  bapt. 

18  Sept. 

1562. 

Essex 
esquier; 
bur.  2 

June  1614. 

1  July  1576. 

Margarett  2d 
dau.  mar.  to 
Bryan  Cave  of 
Bayegrave  in 
com.  Lester 
esquire. 

George  obiit 

2  years  olde. 

John  sonne 

Frauncis 

Ann  2d  dau. 

Mary. 

Margarett 

Elizabeth, 

&  heire. 

obiit  s.p. 

mar.  to  Edw. 

obiit 

bapt.  28 

bapt.  1 1 

June  1597. 

Catherin 

eldest 

Unger  (? 

Anger)  of 

Debnam  in 

Avis. 

Ursula, 

1614. 

Feb.  1601-2. 

Susan 

Thomas  2d 
sonne,  bapt. 

23  Apr.  1599. 

Edward  3d 
sonne,  bapt. 

28  Dec.  1600. 

dau. 

com. 

SufTolke 

gent. 

bapt. 

20  Apr. 

1609. 

(Susanna) 
obierunt 
s.p.  Bapt. 

26  Dec. 

1604,  bur. 

4  Aug.  1612. 

[Additional  dates  were  added  to  the  above  chart  by  the  compiler,  which  records  she  received  from 
Ingatestone  Rectory,  Essex,  England.] 


[Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  35  Leicester,  Somerset  House,  London,  Eng¬ 
land]: 

Abstract  of  the  Will  of  John  Cliff  of  Ingatestone,  co.  Essex,  England,  Gent.,  dated  9 
September  1587,  proved  at  London  14  March  1588. 

“To  Sir  John  Petre  Knt.  and  Lady  Mary  Petre  his  wife,  ring  each. 

“To  my  daughters  Anne  Amery  and  Mary  Lawe,  gilt  goblet  each.  My  daughter 
Margaret  Cave  a  gilt  cup  and  £40. 

“I  charge  my  son  John  Cliff  the  younger  of  the  Middle  Temple  unto  whom  I 
have  devised  my  lands  to  suffer  my  daughter  Margaret  Cave  if  she  stand  in  need,  a 
convenient  portion  of  my  Mansion. 

“To  poor  of  parish  Whittell  40s.  Parish  Church  Ingatestone  20s.  Parish  Church 
Fryern  Ing.  10/—. 
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“My  son  John  Cliff  the  younger  to  be  sole  Executor. 

“Sir  John  Petre  Knt.  to  be  Overseer. 

“To  my  father-in-law  George  Kebill,  my  sister  Joan  Maddick,  my  sons-in-law 
Raphe  Amery,  Anthony  Lawe  and  Brian  Cave. 

“My  daughters  Anne,  Mary  and  Margaret  and  my  cousin  Thomas  Kebill,  a 
gold  ring. 

“As  to  my  lands  I  will  to  my  son  John  Cliff  the  younger  of  the  Middle  Temple 
all  my  tenement  or  mansion  house  in  parish  Ingatestone  called  Bedells  with  barns, 
stables  &c.  and  the  Croft  thereto  belonging,  with  Crolt  also  called  Ridden  about  15 
acres,  my  land  called  Burres  13  acres,  tenement  and  land  called  Algores  18  acres, 
tenements  and  lands  called  Morecocks,  Besses  Bigges  and  those  in  Ingatestone 
Street,  land  called  Stretsbridge  in  parish  Ingatestone,  land  called  Myches  and  Crofts 
called  Haywards  Crofts  in  parish  Fryerne  Ing.  and  all  other  lands  8cc.  within  par¬ 
ishes  Ingatestone,  Fryerne  Ing.,  Buttesbery  Stock,  Great  Burstede,  Hutton,  Ingrave 
and  Margaret  Ing.  all  in  co.  Essex.” 

Witnessed  10  September  1587  by  Anthony  Brasier,  Anthony  Lawe  and  Nicho¬ 
las  Lake. 

Proved  at  London  14  March  1588.  Executor  named. 

MONUMENT  INSCRIPTION  OF  JOHN  CLIFFE,  died  11  March  1588. 
[The  Worthies  of  Devon  by  John  Prince,  pub.  London,  Eng.,  1810,  page  635]: 

“In  the  chancel  of  the  church  of  Ingatestone  (Ingarston),  co.  Essex,  England, 
in  the  wall  on  the  south  side  of  the  altar,  is  a  monument  having  this  inscription: 

‘Here  lieth  the  Body  of  John  Cliffe,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the 
Queen’s  Majesty’s  Signet;  who  married  to  his  first  Wife  Margaret  Somaster, 
one  of  the  Daughters  of  John  Somaster  of  Pennsford,  in  the  County  of  Devon, 
Esquire;  and  had  Issue  by  her  one  Son,  named  John,  and  two  Daughters, 
named  Anne  and  Mary.  He  had  to  his  second  Wife  Anne  Kebyll,  Daughter  of 
George  Kebyll,  Esquire,  by  whom  he  had  Issue  two  Sons,  John  and  George;  and 
two  Daughters,  Katharine  and  Margaret.  He  Deceased  the  11th  of  March,  in 
the  Year  of  our  Lord  1588,  and  in  the  Year  of  his  Age  the  Threescore  and 
Tenth.’  ” 

The  Tirrell  (Tyrrell)  family  connection,  as  given  in  the  above  pedigree,  is  of  ancient 
origin,  and  a  long  pedigree  of  the  family  going  back  to  1 100,  may  be  found  in  The  Visitation 
of  Essex ,  England,  1612,  Part  I,  pages  110-114  anc^  299-302,  and  in  the  British  Family  An¬ 
tiquity  by  William  Playfair,  Vol.  7,  part  2,  pages  91 1-914. 

“The  Tyrell  family  has  been  of  knightly  degree  ever  since  the  conquest,  when 
Sir  Walter  Tyrell  a  Norman  knight,  (said  to  have  been  related  to  William  the  con¬ 
queror)  came  into  England,  and  soon  after  became  tenant  of  the  manor  of  Lang- 
ham,  in  Essex,  which  lie  held  at  the  general  survey,  under  Richard  de  Tonbrigg. 
(Gen.  1.)  Sir  Walter  Tyrell,  who  killed  King  William  Rufus  by  mistake,  in  the 
New  Forest,  at  a  place  called  Charingham;  (Gen.  2.)  Sir  Henry  Tirrell;  (Gen.  3.) 
Sir  Richard  Tirrell;  (Gen.  4.)  Sir  Symond  Tirrell,  as  given  in  the  Visitation  of  F,s- 
sex,  1612,  or  Sir  Edward  or  Edmund  Tyrell,  as  given  in  British  Family  Antiquity, 
Vol.  7,  part  2;  (Gen.  5.)  Sir  Lyonell  Tirrell;  (Gen.  G.)  Sir  Edward  Tirrell  married 

Maud,  or  Anne,  daughter  of - Borgat  (Burgate),  of  Suffolk;  (Gen.  7.)  Sir  Hugh 

Tirrell,  of  Great  Thorndon,  in  Essex,  Knt.,  eldest  son,  lived  in  the  time  of  King  Ed¬ 
ward  III.  and  became  governor  of  Carisbroke  castle,  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  which  he 
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bravely  defended  against  the  French,  in  1377-8.  He  married  Joane,  daughter  and  co¬ 
heiress  of  James  Flamherd  (Flambert),  Esquire;  (Gen.  8.)  Sir  Walter  Tirrell,  Knight 
(alias  Sir  James),  of  Heron,  in  Great  Thorndon,  sonne  and  heire,  married  Margaret, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  William  Heron,  Knt.;  (Gen.  9.)  Sir  Walter  Tirrell, 
Knight  of  Heron,  sonne  and  heire,  married  Joanne  (Jane),  daughter  and  coheiress 
of  Sir  William  Swinford,  of  Essex,  Knt.;  (Gen.  10.)  Sir  Thomas  Tyrell,  of  Heron,  co. 
Essex,  Knt.,  sonne  and  heire,  married  (2)  Elizabeth,  or  Eleanor,  daughter  of  John 
Flamberd  (Flambert)  of  Essex;  (Gen.  1 1.)  Sir  John  Tyrell,  sheriff  of  Essex  and  Hert¬ 
fordshire,  in  1423,  treasurer  of  the  household  to  King  Henry  VI.,  married  Alice, 
daughter  and  coheiress  of  Sir  William  Coggeshall,  of  Little  Sandford,  in  Essex,  and 
his  wife  Antiocha,  daughter  of  the  famous  Sir  John  Hawkwood  of  Essex,  Knt.;  (Gen. 
12.)  Sir  Thomas  Tirrell,  of  Heron,  Knt.,  second  sonne  and  heire,  married  Emma, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  or  William  Marney,  of  Layer  Marney,  in  Essex,  Knt.  Sir 
Thomas  died  in  1476.  His  will  is  given  in  Essex  Archaeological  Transactioyis,  Vol. 
iii,  page  78;  (Gen.  13.)  Sir  William  Tirrell  of  Heron,  co.  Essex,  Knt.,  sonne  and 
heire,  married  Elenor  or  Alianor,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Darcy  of  Tolshunt  Darcy 
in  Essex,  Esq.,  and  his  wife  Alice  Fitz  Langley;  (Gen.  14.)  Sir  Thomas  Tirrell,  of 
Heron,  co.  Essex,  Knt.,  sonne  and  heire,  held  the  third  part  of  the  manor  of  Spring- 
field,  in  Essex,  of  the  king,  in  capite,  as  of  his  honour  of  Boulogne,  was  denomi¬ 
nated  also  of  South  Okingdon,  in  Essex,  and  Thornton,  in  Bucks,  and  served  as 
sheriff  of  Essex  and  Hertfordshire,  in  1460,  married  (2)  Beatrix,  daughter  of  John 
Cokayne,  of  Derbyshire,  Esq.,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Bovill;  (Gen.  15.)  Sir  Thomas 
Tirrell  of  Heron,  in  co.  Essex,  Knt.,  married  Constantia  or  Constance,  daughter 
and  heiress  of  John  Blount,  Lord  Mountjoy.  Sir  Thomas  died  in  1510,  holding  the 
manor  of  Springfield,  of  the  king;  (Gen.  16.)  Sir  Henry  Tirrell  of  Heron,  co.  Essex, 
Knt.,  sheriff  of  Essex  and  Hertfordshire,  in  1551,  married  Thomasine,  daughter  of 
William  Gonston  (Gounston),  of  London,  Esq.  Sir  Henry  died  May  20,  1558,  pos¬ 
sessed  of  Springfield,  with  the  advowson  of  the  church  of  Bosworth;  (Gen.  17.) 
Thomas  Tirrell,  of  Heron,  co.  Essex,  Esq.,  sonne  and  heire,  aged  40  in  1558,  who 
was  afterwards  knighted,  married  Mary,  widow  of  Sir  John  Suliard  of  Wetherden 
Hall  in  co.  Suffolk,  Knt.  Sir  Thomas  died  September  25,  1592,  holding  Springfield; 
(Gen.  18.)  Ann  or  Anne  Tirrell  married  to  John  Cliffe  of  Ingarston  (Ingatestone) 
in  Essex,  Esq. 

The  following  will  of  John  Smithier  “of  Arlington,  Parish  of  Buybury,  County  of 
Gloucester,  [England]  Yeoman”,  dated  16  Feb.,  1618,  proved  31  Oct.,  1626,  is  taken  from  a 
photostatic  copy  of  the  same  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  Somerset  House,  Lon¬ 
don,  a  full  copy  of  which  has  never  before  been  exhibited  in  the  United  States,  but  the  com¬ 
piler  was  allowed  this  complete  copy,  and  it  appears  to  clarify  many  points  in  the  Custis  fam¬ 
ily  lineage. 

WILL  OF  JOHN  SMITHIER,  proved  1626. 

[Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  England — 777  Hele— photostatic  copy  in  the 
possession  of  the  compiler]: 

Will  of  John  Smithier,  dated  16  February  1618,  proved  31  October,  1626. 

“In  the  name  of  God  Amen  The  sixteenth  daie  of  ffebruarye  in  the  sixteenth 
yeare  of  the  raigne  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord  James  by  the  grace  of  God  of  England 
ffraunce  and  Ireland  Kinge  Defender  of  the  faith  ec  And  of  Scotland  the  two  and 
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fiftieth  And  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  God  One  thousand  sixe  hundred  and  eight- 
eene  I  John  Smithier  of  Arlington  in  the  parrish  of  Buybury  and  county  of  Glouces¬ 
ter  yeoman,  beinge  weake  in  body  but  of  perfect  memory  (thanks  be  given  to  God) 
Callinge  to  minde  that  nothinge  is  more  certaine  or  sure  to  man  then  Death  and  yet 
nothinge  more  uncertaine  then  the  bower  and  time  thereof  To  the  intent  therefore 
that  my  worldlie  affaires  may  be  settled,  and  my  minde  hereby  the  better  prepared 
to  embrace  and  meditate  heavenlie  things  doe  make  and  declare  this  my  last  will 
and  testament  in  manner  and  forme  followinge 

“ffirst  and  above  all  things  I  doe  humbly  bequeath  my  soule  into  the  handes  of 
Allmightie  God  the  Creator  of  me  and  all  the  world  stedfastly  beleevinge  that  I 
shall  enioye  full  and  free  remission  pdon  and  forgiveness  of  all  my  synns  through  the 
merritts  of  my  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  My  body  alsoe  I  bequeath  to  the  earth 
from  whence  it  came  to  be  buried  as  shalbe  thought  litt  by  myne  Executrix  or 
Overseers  hereafter  named. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  him  that  shalbe  appointed  to  preach  at  my  bur- 
iall  six  shillings  eight  pence; 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  poore  of  the  pish  of  Buybury  tenn  shillinges 
to  be  distributed  amongst  them  the  daie  of  my  buriall 

“Item  my  will  is  that  my  Executrix  shall  within  two  monethes  next  after  my 
decease  paye  over  into  the  handes  of  the  vicar  the  Church  wardens  and  the  Collec¬ 
tors  for  the  poore  of  the  parrish  of  Buybury  for  the  time  beinge  the  some  of  tenn 
poundes  of  good  &  lawfull  money  of  England  Of  wctl  said  pties  I  make  choice  to  this 
end  &  purpose  that  accordinge  to  the  trust  and  confidence  I  have  in  them,  and  their 
successors  That  they  shall  and  will  use  their  best  indeavors  to  sett  out  and  ymploye 
or  cause  to  be  sett  out  and  ymploied  the  said  some  of  tenn  poundes  every  yeare 
yearlie  for  evermore  unto  such  sufficient  and  honest  persons  as  shall  give  good 
bonde  and  securitie  for  the  repayment  thereof  together  with  the  yearlie  increase  & 
proffitts  that  thereout  maye  be  convenientlie  raised  All  wth  use  and  proffitts  from 
the  said  somee  soe  to  be  raised  my  will  and  meaninge  is  shalbe  equally  given  and 
devided  by  the  said  vicar  Churchwardens  Collectors  and  their  Successors  every 
yeare  at  fower  termes  or  times  in  the  yeare  that  is  to  saie  quarterlie  most  conven¬ 
ient  for  evemore  to  fower  or  five  poore  men  and  women  at  the  most  as  shalbe  then 
livinge  in  the  pish  of  Buybury  as  in  the  Discrecon  of  them  or  the  most  part  of  them 
shalbe  thought  most  needfull  and  requisite  The  said  some  of  tenn  pounds  p’petu- 
ally  to  remaine  to  be  contynued  and  ymploied  to  the  uses  aforesaid  as  is  before  ex¬ 
pressed  &  declared 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  pish  church  of  Buybury  tenn  shillings 
“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  John  Smithier  the  eldest  sonne  of  my  sonne 
John  Smithier  Deceased  all  my  lands  of  inheritance  together  with  all  and  singular 
theire  &  every  of  their  appurtenancs  scituate  lyinge  and  beinge  in  Arlington  afore¬ 
said  or  elsewhere  within  the  said  parrish  of  Buybury  or  realme  of  England  To  have 
and  to  hold  to  him  and  to  the  heires  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten  or  to  be  begotten 
“And  for  want  of  such  yssue  to  my  cosen  Henry  Smithier  his  brother,  and  to 
the  heires  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten  or  to  be  begotten 

“And  for  want  of  such  yssue  to  my  neece  [granddaughter]  Johan  Powell  and 
to  the  heires  of  her  body  lawfully  begotten  or  to  be  begotten 

“And  for  want  of  such  yssue  to  my  neece  Thomazine  Smithier  the  Daughter  of 
my  said  sonne  John  Smithier  Deceased  and  to  the  heirs  of  her  bodie  lawfully  begot¬ 
ten  or  to  be  begotten 
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“And  for  want  of  such  yssue  to  my  cosen  John  Custis  als  Cliffe  and  unto  the 
heires  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten  or  to  be  begotten 

“And  for  want  of  such  yssue  to  my  cosen  Henry  Custis  als  Cliffe,  and  to  the 
heyres  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten  or  to  be  begotten 

“And  for  want  of  such  yssue  to  my  right  heires  for  ever  And  further  my  full 
intent  will  and  meaninge  is  that  my  said  Executrix  shall  have  hold  receave  and  en- 
ioye  to  her  owne  prop  use  and  behoofe  All  and  singular  the  proffitts  comodities 
fruites  and  advantages  yssueinge  growinge  R:  arisinge  out  of  and  from  my  said  lands 
before  given  and  bequeathed  from  the  Daye  of  my  Decease  untill  the  feast  of  St. 
Michaell  the  archangell  then  next  and  ymediatlie  insueinge  And  also  to  have  and  to 
hold  all  and  singular  the  said  lands  and  premisses  before  menconed  and  be¬ 
queathed,  from  the  said  feast  of  St.  Michaell  tharchangell  for  and  during  the  time 
and  terme  of  one  wholle  yeare  from  thence  then  next  ensueinge  and  fully  to  be 
compleate  and  ended  yealdinge  and  payinge  therefore  unto  my  said  cosen  John 
Smithier  or  to  the  heires  inheritable  to  the  premisses  by  vertue  of  this  my  last  will 
&  testament  twelve  pence  of  lawful!  English  money  in  and  uppon  the  feast  daie  of 
thannunciacon  of  our  blessed  Eady  St.  Mary  the  virgin  then  next  followinge  if  it 
be  lawfully  detnaunded  Provided  alwaies  that  she  or  her  assignes  doe  not  suffer  any 
of  the  pastures  grounds  or  meadowes  to  be  tilled  other  then  such  as  have  been 
lately  usually  tilled  And  alsoe  provided  that  she  nor  her  assignes  doe  fell  nor 
shroude,  nor  cause  to  be  felled  &  shrouded  any  tree  or  trees  standinge  and  beinge  in 
and  uppon  the  premisses,  nor  Cutt  any  hedge  or  hedges  in  and  uppon  the  same  But 
my  will  is  that  myne  heire  shall  paye  or  cause  to  be  paid  unto  myne  Executrix 
twenty  shillinges  of  Currant  English  money  or  else  allowe  her  two  loades  of  wood 
uppon  the  five  and  twentieth  daie  of  March  next  comeinge  before  the  end  and  De- 
terminacon  of  her  estate  in  the  premisses  before  given  and  bequeathed  Provided 
likewise  that  she  doe  not  make  or  suffer  to  be  made  any  voluntary  waste  or  spoile 
in  or  uppon  the  premisses  And  that  she  keepe  the  houses  tennantable,  as  they  us¬ 
ually  have  beene  kept  heretofore  And  likewise  the  several  1  groundes  mounded 
fenced  and  inclosed  And  the  same  soe  kept  mounded  fenced  and  inclosed  in  the 
end  of  the  terme  aforesaid  shall  leave  and  yeeld  upp  into  the  handes  R:  possession  of 
my  said  cosen  John  Smithier,  or  to  the  heires  inheritable  to  the  premisses  by  vertue 
of  this  my  last  will  and  testament  And  further  that  she  permitt  and  suffer  the  said 
John  Smithier  or  the  heires  inheritable  to  the  premisses,  peaceable  and  quietly  to 
enter  on  the  ffallowes  at  convenient  times  in  the  Sumer  season  before  the  Determi- 
nacon  of  her  estate  in  the  premisses,  to  plough  and  eare  the  same  as  in  course  of  hus¬ 
bandry  they  ought  to  doe 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  my  lease  of  Camdens  with  all  the  landes  proffitts 
and  comodities  with  all  and  singular  their  appurtennes  in  the  said  Lease  menconed 
unto  my  sonne  in  lawe  Edmond  Custis  als  Cliffe,  and  unto  his  sonne  John  Custis, 
and  to  the  survivor  or  longest  liver  of  them  To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  accord- 
inge  to  the  tenure  and  true  meaninge  of  one  writinge  or  deede  of  assignement  by 
me  thereof  made  as  doth  and  maye  appeare  whereunto  relacon  beinge  hadd 
Provided  alwaies  that  the  said  John  Custis  shall  paie  or  cause  to  be  paid  duringe 
the  naturall  life  of  his  said  Ifather  towardes  the  maintenance  of  Elizabeth  his  sister 
twenty  shillings  of  Currant  English  money  yearlie  And  after  the  Decease  of  his  said 
ffather,  if  he  survive  fortie  shillings  of  like  money  yearlie  duringe  his  owne  naturall 
life  unto  the  said  Elizabeth 

“And  further  my  full  intent  will  and  meaninge  is  that  my  said  executrix  shall 
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have  hold  receave  and  enioye  to  her  owne  proP  use  and  behoofe  all  &  singular  the 
proffitts  comodities  fruites  and  advantages  yssueinge  growinge  or  arisinge  out  of  the 
said  lands  aforesaid  before  given  and  bequeathed,  from  the  Daye  of  my  Decease  un¬ 
till  the  feast  of  St.  Michaell  tharchangell  then  next  and  ymediately  ensueinge  And 
alsoe  to  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the  said  lands  called  Camdens  and  other 
the  premisses  thereunto  belonginge  before  menconed  and  bequeathed  from  the 
said  feast  of  St.  Michaell  tharchangell  for  and  duringe  the  time  and  terme  of  one 
whole  yeare  from  thence  then  next  ensueinge  fully  to  be  compleate  and  ended, 
under  these  condicons  hereafter  followinge  That  is  to  say  fiirst  that  she  shall  and  doe 
pmitt  and  suffer  my  sonne  in  lawe  Edmond  Custis  to  have  hold  and  enioye  the  house 
and  all  those  things  that  are  nowe  in  the  tenure  and  occupacon  of  the  said  Edmond 
Custis  or  his  assignes  And  further  alsoe  that  shee  paye  and  discharge  the  Lords  rent, 
and  all  other  duties  due  and  payeable  Duringe  the  time  that  she  shall  have  and  en¬ 
ioye  the  same  aswell  for  the  house  and  other  comodities  that  the  said  Edmond 
Custis  hath  and  shall  have  as  also  for  that  she  shall  have  herselfe  in  her  owne  pos¬ 
session  for  the  time  Duringe  And  Also  that  she  neither  Doe  nor  suffer  to  be  Done 
any  waste  or  spoile  And  that  she  cutt  Downe  noe  shrouds  of  lopps  of  trees  nor  fell 
any  thornes  or  underwood  growinge  uppon  the  premisses  unless  it  be  to  mende  the 
moundes  of  the  same  And  that  she  neither  eare  nor  plough  any  pasture  grounde  or 
meadowe  not  usually  heretofore  ploughed  And  lastlie  that  she  quietly  and  peacea¬ 
bly  pmiu  anci  suffer  the  said  Edmond  and  John  Custis  and  the  survivor  of  them  to 
enter  on  the  ffallowes  in  the  Sumer  season  before  the  Determinacon  of  her  estate  in 
the  said  premisses  to  eare  and  plough  the  same  And  soe  in  the  end  of  the  terme  in 
and  by  theise  p’n'ts  given  and  Devised  unto  her  shall  quietly  and  peaceably  leave 
and  yeeld  up  the  said  lands  &:  premisses  called  Camdens,  and  alsoe  give  quiett  pos¬ 
session  thereof  unto  the  said  Edmond  Custis  and  John  Custis  and  to  the  survivor  of 
them 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  said  cosen  John  Smithier  my  double 
Garner  my  malt  mill  my  Cerstone  my  biggest  pott,  all  table  boordes,  table  frames, 
benches  shelves  and  wainscotts  in  the  hall,  all  ynner  doores,  all  the  glasse  of  my 
windowes  and  windowe  leaves  with  the  mouldinge  boord  in  the  kitchen  or  the  best 
plancke  in  the  plor  whether  he  shall  thinke  best 

“Item  I  give  unto  my  cosen  Henry  Smithier  the  sonne  of  my  said  sonne  John 
Smithier  deceased  tenn  poundes  of  current  English  money 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  neece  Thomazine  Smithier  tenn  poundes 
of  like  money,  One  flockbedd  and  boulster  my  second  best  Covrlett,  and  one  paire 
of  sheets 

“And  further  my  will  is  that  he  to  whome  my  said  land  shall  first  Desend  and 
come  by  vertue  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament  and  after  the  time  and  terme 
given  and  Demised  to  my  said  Executrix  as  abovesaid  shall  paye  or  cause  to  be  paid 
unto  my  said  neece  Thomazine  Smithier  out  of  the  proffitts  that  shall  first  be  raised 
thereof  within  the  time  and  terme  of  that  first  yeare  as  he  (to  whom  the  said  land 
shall  Descend)  shall  enter  uppon  the  same 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Thomas  Howse  the  sonne  of  my  Daughter  Ann 
Howse  late  of  Colne  Rogers  deceased  my  best  brasse  panne 

“Item  I  give  to  Richard  Howse  his  brother  tenn  pounds  of  currant  English 
money 

“Item  I  give  to  my  coscn  William  Howse  theire  brother  tenn  pounds  of  like 
money 
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“Item  to  James  Howse  their  brother  term  pounds  of  like  money 
“Item  to  Margaret  Howse  their  sister  tenn  pounds,  One  paire  of  sheets  and 
platter,  and  porringer,  and  a  little  cupboard 

“Item  to  Bridgett  Howse  her  sister  tenn  poundes,  one  Diaper  towell,  one  plat¬ 
ter,  and  a  porringer 

“Item  I  give  to  John  Custis  als  Cliffe  and  Henry  his  brother  the  sonnes  of  Ed¬ 
mond  Custis  nowe  of  Cirencester  tenn  pounds  a  peece 

“Item  to  William  Custis  theire  brother  thirteene  pounds  six  shillinges  and 
eight  pence,  and  my  best  shirte 

“Item  I  give  to  Nicholas  Custis  their  brother  thirteene  pounds  six  shillinges 
and  eight  pence 

“Item  to  Edmond  Custis  their  brother  thirteene  pounds  six  shillinges  and  eight 
pence 

“Item  to  Elizabeth  Custis  their  sister,  three  pounds  six  shillinges  eight  pence 
“Item  to  Mary  Custis  their  sister  thirteene  pounds  six  shillinges  eight  pence 
my  best  bearinge  sheete,  my  best  candlesticke  and  a  silver  spoone 

“And  my  will  &  purpose  is,  that  all  the  legacies  given  and  bequeathed  by  this 
my  will  shalbe  paid  within  one  yeare  and  a  halfe  next  after  my  decease  by  myne  Ex¬ 
ecutrix  hereafter  named  Except  onely  the  legacies  given  to  the  said  Henry  Smithier 
8c  Thomazine  Smithier  his  sister  wch  my  meaninge  is  shalbe  paid  to  them,  on  the 
first  Daye  of  Maye  wch  wilbe  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  God  One  thousand  six  hun¬ 
dred  8c  twenty 

“And  if  any  of  the  male  children  to  whome  I  have  bequeathed  as  aforesaid 
shall  not  attaine  to  the  age  of  twenty  yeares  or  the  ffemale  to  the  age  of  eighteene 
yeares  Then  my  will  is  that  their  legacy  or  porcon  shalbe  paid  and  delivered  into 
the  liandes  of  the  parent  or  parents  of  any  such  childe  or  children,  he  or  they  first 
puttinge  in  sufficient  securitie  to  my  Overseers  for  the  repayment  of  the  stocke 
porcon  or  porcons  with  the  use  thereof  at  two  yeares  end  after  the  receipt  thereof, 
And  soe  at  the  end  of  every  two  yeares  to  renue  every  such  bond  or  bondes  untill 
the  children  shall  come  to  the  severall  ages  aforesaid  unles  any  of  them  shall  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  married  within  the  ages  aforesaid  my  will  is  that  then  the  partie  soe  mar¬ 
ried  shall  receave  it  themselves  presentlie  without  any  Detraction  thereof  to  be 
made  And  if  it  shall  happen  any  of  them  to  Decease  before  they  come  to  their  age,  or 
before  they  be  married  Then  my  will  is  that  his  her  or  their  porcon  be  equally  di¬ 
vided  amongst  the  brethren  and  sisters  of  the  child  or  children  soe  dyinge  And  if 
the  parent  or  parents  of  any  such  childe  or  children  shall  due  or  doe  not  or  will  not 
putt  in  such  sufficient  securities  as  shalbe  thought  fitt  by  myne  Overseers  Then  my 
will  is  that  my  Overseers  shall  receave  and  take  such  legacie  or  porcon  belonginge 
to  any  such  childe  or  children  into  their  owne  handes  they  usinge  their  best  in- 
deavors  for  thencreasinge  of  such  legacie  or  legacies  porcon  or  porcons  of  the  said 
Childe  or  children  wch  together  with  the  said  stocke  8c  interest  thereof  arisinge 
shalbe  iustlie  and  trulie  paid  unto  them  at  the  ages  and  tymes  before  lymitted  Pro¬ 
vided  that  if  I  shall  at  any  time  duringe  my  naturall  life  paye  and  deliver  unto  any 
of  my  grandchildren  to  whome  I  have  bequeathed  any  legacie  by  this  my  will  the 
like  porcon  or  some  of  money  in  performance  and  discharge  thereof  That  then  he 
or  they  to  whome  such  payment  is  by  me  made  shall  not  require  the  same  againe  at 
the  handes  of  myne  Executrix  But  shall  hold  himself  satisfied  as  if  noe  such  legacie 
were  to  him  or  them  by  me  given 

“Item  I  give  to  my  sister  Jones  forty  shillings 
“Item  I  give  to  George  Turbill  tenn  shillings 
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“Item  I  give  to  my  Sheepheard  John  Symonds  tenn  shillings 
“Item  I  give  to  my  servant  maide  Margarett  Lyfolly  twenty  shillings  one 
platter  and  one  porringer 

“Item  I  give  unto  John  Sley  sometime  my  servant  tenn  shillings 
“Item  I  give  to  Thomas  Smithier  and  his  children  twelve  pence  apeece 
“Item  to  Richard  Smithier  twelve  pence 

“Item  to  Mathew  Smithier  and  his  children  twelve  pence  apeece 
“Item  to  Amye  Kinge  and  her  children  twelve  pence  apeece 
“Item  to  Ellianor  Peirson  and  her  children  twelve  pence  apeece 
“Item  I  give  to  every  one  of  my  godchildren  twelve  pence  apeece 
“Item  I  give  to  William  Smithier  of  Northletch  two  bushells  of  barley  and  my 
best  doublett 

“Item  I  give  to  Mary  Powell  the  daughter  of  my  neece  Joane  Powell  my  second 
best  panne  And  to  Elizabeth  her  sister  my  best  Cupbord 
“Item  to  ffrauncis  Reynolds  one  bushell  of  barley 
“Item  I  give  to  Edmond  Custis  my  sonne-in-lawe  my  best  cloake 
“Item  I  give  to  John  Baggott  my  best  Jerkin  &  my  best  breeches 
“ffurther  more  I  doe  allowe  myne  Executrix  all  the  thornes  nowe  growinge 
uppon  the  meare  next  the  close  in  the  Hitchins  betwixt  a  land  of  Richard  Coxe 
gent  and  a  land  belonginge  to  my  ffreehold,  that  therewith  shee  maye  make  the 
grove  meade  hedge,  and  also  repaire  the  rest  of  the  hedges  uppon  my  freehold  as 
neede  shall  require 

“(furthermore  my  will  and  meaninge  is  That  if  it  shall  happen  that  my  afore¬ 
said  ffree  landes  shall  desend  or  come  to  Joane  Powell  my  Executrix  or  to  the  heires 
of  her  body  lawfully  begotten  That  then  the  said  Joane  Powell  or  her  heires  to 
whome  it  shall  soe  descend  and  come,  shall  paye  unto  my  neece  Thomazine 
Smithier  or  her  Executors  or  assignes  the  some  of  threescore  pounds  by  vertue  of 
this  my  will  and  testament 

“Item  my  will  is  that  myne  Executrix  shall  give  and  allowe  unto  Edmond 
Custis  the  younger  sufficient  meate  drinke  and  apparrell  and  schoolinge  for  one 
yeare  next  after  my  decease  as  formerly  in  my  life  time  I  have  given  and  allowed 
unto  him 

“Item  my  will  is  that  myne  Executrix  leave  the  two  greatest  beames  in  the 
sheepehouse  Tallett  with  the  Manger  and  the  Lairinges  in  the  stable  for  my  heire 
“Item  my  will  &:  meaninge  is  that  myne  heire  suffer  myne  Executrix  to  have 
and  use  one  end  of  the  barne  to  lay  her  corne  in,  And  the  home  closes  to  fodder  her 
cattle  in,  And  also  the  shoppe  and  the  kitchen  for  her  dwellinge  and  necessary  use 
untill  the  twelfe  daye  of  April  1  next  comeinge  after  the  end  and  determinacon  of 
her  estate,  before  as  by  this  my  will  is  Emitted  maye  appeare,  and  then  to  depart 
from  the  said  premisses 

“And  my  will  and  meaninge  is  that  my  Executrix  before  she  intermeddle  with 
any  of  my  moneyes  goodes  and  Chattells,  that  she  shall  put  in  such  sufficient  secu- 
ritie  for  the  discharginge  of  all  the  legacies  bequeathed  by  this  my  last  will  and 
testam1  as  my  Overseers  or  the  greater  part  of  them  shall  thinke  fitt  and  sufficient 
“All  the  rest  of  my  goodes  and  Chattells  not  bequeathed,  my  legacies  debts  R: 
fun’all  expenses  discharged  I  give  unto  my  cosen  Joane  Powell  whome  I  make  my 
sole  Executrix  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament 

“And  I  doe  renounce  and  revoke  as  [all]  former  &  other  wills  by  me  made,  And 
doe  ordaine  and  appointe  this  to  be  my  last  will  and  testament 
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“And  I  doe  constitute  and  appointe  my  welbeloved  freindes  William  Turbill 
of  Cirencester,  William  Burgis  of  Winson,  William  Marchant  of  Ablington  Over¬ 
seers  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament  And  I  give  to  William  Turbill  twenty  shil- 
linges,  William  Burges  Xs  and  to  William  Marchant  in  remembrance  of  my 
love  for  theire  paines  in  seeinge  this  my  last  will  and  testament  executed  and 
pformed 

“In  wittnes  whereof  I  the  said  John  Smithier  have  hereunto  sett  my  hand  and 
seale  &  published  this  my  last  will  and  testament  the  daie  and  yeare  first  above  writ¬ 
ten,  in  the  presence  of  those  psons  whose  names  are  subscribed; 

John  Smithier 

his  marke  and  seale 

“Sealed  signed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  us 
Thomas  Roberts,  William  Bridgs, 

Willm.  Turbill,  Willm.  Marchant, 

Thomas  Marchant,  John  Rogers  als  Williams: 

Ri:  Smithier. 

“Be  it  knowne  unto  all  men  by  these  pn  ts  that  whereas  I  John  Smithier  made  my 
last  will  and  testament  in  writinge  bearinge  date  the  xvith  daie  of  ffebruary  In  the 
sixteenth  yeare  of  the  raigne  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord  James  by  the  grace  of  God  of 
England  ffraunce  and  Irland  Kinge  Defender  of  the  faith  ec.  And  of  Scotland  the 
two  and  fiftieth  And  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  God  One  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighteene  That  nowe  forasmuch  as  I  have  changed  my  rninde  touchinge  certaine 
thinges  in  the  same  last  will  conteyned  And  lor  all  other  things  in  the  same  last  will 
menconed  other  then  such  as  I  shall  hereby  otherwise  dispose  of  I  doe  by  this  pres¬ 
ent  codicell  confirme  and  ratifie  the  said  last  will:  And  first  whereas  by  my  last  will 
I  did  ordaine  that  myne  Executrix  should  keepe  the  houses  Tennantable  as  they 
usually  have  beene  kept  heretofore  And  likewaies  she  to  have  sufficient  Thornes, 
and  such  other  fuell  lor  the  mendinge  of  any  gappes  lyinge  or  beinge  about  the 
said  messuage  or  tenement  And  furthermore  whereas  I  gave  unto  my  nephew  John 
Smithier  my  malt  mill,  my  will  nowe  is  that  my  Executrix  shall  have  him  [it] 

“And  alsoe  my  will  is  that  he  to  whome  my  land  shall  first  descend  and  come 
unto  And  after  the  time  and  terme  given  and  demised  to  my  said  Executrix  as  in 
the  same  will  is  expressed  and  menconed  but  noe  some  named  nowe  my  intent  and 
meaninge  is  he  shall  paye  to  my  neece  Thomazine  Smithier  tenn  pounds  of  Currant 
English  money  to  be  paid  by  him  out  of  the  prollitts  that  shall  first  be  raised  thereof 
in  the  time  and  terme  of  that  first  yeare  as  he  to  whome  the  said  land  shall  descend, 
and  after  the  time  given  to  my  Executrix 

“And  moreover  whereas  I  gave  by  my  will  to  my  cosens  William  Custis  Nicho¬ 
las  Custis  and  Edmond  Custis  the  sonncs  of  Edmond  Custis  of  Cirencester  the  some 
of  thirteene  poundes  six  shill i nges  eight  pence  a  peece  Nowe  my  will  is  that  their 
porcons  soe  given  shalbe  but  tenn  pounds  a  peece 

“Item  whereas  I  gave  to  my  neece  Thomazine  Smithier  the  some  of  tenn 
poundes  to  be  paid  by  myne  Executrix  the  first  daie  of  May  next  ensueinge,  Nowe 
my  will  is  that  the  said  some  shalbe  paid  unto  her  at  such  time  as  the  other  legacies 
are  to  be  paid  unto  William  Custis  Nicholas  Custis  and  Edmond  Custis  sonnes  of 
Edmond  Custis  of  Cirencester 

“And  furthermore  whereas  by  my  will  my  Executrix  was  charged  with  meate 
drinke  apparrell  anti  schooling  of  the  said  Edmond  Custis  the  younger  for  one 
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whole  yeare  after  my  decease  Nowe  my  will  is  that  my  Executrix  shall  give  and  al- 
lowe  unto  Edmond  Custis  the  sonne  of  Edmond  Custis  of  Cirencester  aforesaid, 
sufficient  meate  drinke  apparrell  and  schoolinge  untill  he  come  to  the  full  age  of 
thirteene  yeares  and  noe  longer 

“And  furthermore  my  will  is  that  whereas  myne  heire  should  suffer  myne  Ex¬ 
ecutrix  to  have  and  use  one  end  of  the  barne  to  laye  her  corne  in  and  the  home 
closes  to  fodder  her  cattell  in  and  also  the  shoppe  and  kitchen  for  her  dwellinge 
and  necessary  use  untill  the  twentieth  daye  of  April!  next  comeinge  after  the  end 
and  determinacon  of  her  estate  before  as  by  this  my  will  is  limitted  Nowe  my  will 
and  meaninge  is  that  my  executrix  shall  have  and  use  the  whole  barne  and  the 
home  closes  with  the  Cleane  meade  thereunto  adioyninge,  with  the  backside,  and 
also  the  shoppe  and  kitchen  for  her  dwellinge  and  necessarie,  untill  the  twentieth 
daye  of  Aprill  before  menconed  in  my  will,  And  also  what  wood  shalbe  cutt  and 
felled  in  my  life  time  or  after  my  life  time  my  will  is  that  it  shalbe  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  William  Marchant,  Thomas  Marchant,  R:  Robert  Hall  about  three  weekes 
or  a  monetli  before  Christmas,  and  not  else  to  cutt;  and  the  same  to  be  done  likewaies 
in  my  life  time  as  abovewritten 

“In  wittnes  whereof  I  the  above  named  John  Sinithier  have  hereunto  sett  my 
hand  and  seale,  the  twelfe  daie  of  November  And  in  the  yeare  of  Our  Lord  God 
One  thousand  six  hundred  and  nyneteene; 

The  marke  of  John  Smithier  (SEAL) 

“This  Codicil!  was  sealed  and  published  as  part  of  his  last  will  and  testament  in 
the  presence  of  us:  — 

George  Roeme  Willm  Bridgs 

Robert  Hall  his  marke  William  Marchant  his  marke 

William  Turbill;./ 

“This  will  with  Codicill  annexed  was  proved  in  London  the  last  day  of  October 
1626  by  the  oath  of  Joan  Powell  the  executrix  to  whom  was  committed  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  estate.” 

At  the  period  of  this  will  of  John  Smithier,  it  was  not  at  all  unusual  for  grandchildren, 
nieces  and  nephews,  to  be  referred  to  as  “Cousins”  for  that  was  a  general  custom.  As  Joan 
(Smithier)  Powell  (styled  “Cosen”  and  “neece”  in  the  will)  was  sole  executrix  of  the  will  in 
1626,  she  was  without  a  doubt  a  granddaughter,  and  a  daughter  of  his  son,  John  Smythyer 
(Smithier),  Jr.,  of  Byburrie  (Buybury),  Co.  Gloucester,  England,  whose  will  was  proved  at 
London  on  1  October,  1597,  an  abstract  of  which  is  here  given.  Since  Joan  is  not  mentioned 
in  this  will,  she  must  have  been  a  posthumus  child,  for  in  her  grandfather’s  will,  1G26,  she  is 
named  with  the  rest  of  the  children  of  this  John  Smithier,  Jr. 

WILL  OF  JOHN  SMITHIER,  JR.,  proved  1597. 

[Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  po  Cobham,  Somerset  House,  London,  Eng¬ 
land]: 

Abstract  of  the  will  of  John  Smythyer  [Junior]  of  Byburrie,  co.  Gloucester,  Eng¬ 
land,  dated  13  June,  1597,  proved  at  Loudon  1  October,  1597. 

“To  my  eldest  Son  John  Smythyer  £'10. 

“To  my  second  Son  Henry  Smythyer  £10. 

“To  my  daughters  Tomasine  and  Elizabeth  Smythyer  £10  each. 

“To  my  father  John  Smythyer  my  best  cloth  gown. 
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“To  my  father-in-law  John  Mabancke  and  my  brother-in-law  Roger  Marshall 
each  a  silk  gown. 

“To  my  uncle  Thomas  Smythyera  riding  cloak. 

“To  my  Wife  Anne  Smythyer  residue  of  my  goods  and  chattels  and  I  appoint 
her  Executrix. 

“My  father  John  Smythyer,  my  father-in-law  John  Mabancke,  my  brother-in- 
law  Roger  Marshall  and  my  friend  Richard  Smythe  Overseers. 

“Witness:  Robert  Chambers,  John  Hitchman,  Anthony  Benett  and  William 

Smythyer.” 

Executrix  named. 

[The  abstract  of  John  Smithier,  Jr.’s,  will  was  sent  to  the  compiler  by  Mr. 
A.  T.  Butler,  Windsor  Herald,  College  of  Arms,  London,  England.] 

Joan  (Smithier)  Powell  married  second,  circa  1628-9,  her  cousin,  John  Custis,  alias 
Cliffe,  baptized  1  May,  1592  at  Buybury,  Gloucester  Co.,  England,  who  is  called  “cosen”  in 
the  will  of  his  grandfather  John  Smithier,  Sr.,  1626  and  is  spoken  of  as  “now  of  Cirences¬ 
ter”,  and  named  as  the  son  of  Edmond  Custis  “alias  Cliffe”.  Edmond  is  called  “sonne-in- 
law”  by  John  Smithier,  1626,  and  designated  as  “now  of  Cirencester”  also.  Edmond  Custis’ 
first  wife,  and  mother  of  his  children,  was  Bridget  Smithier  (as  given  by  Mr.  A.  T.  Butler, 
Windsor  Herald,  and  Mr.  Anthony  R.  Wagner,  Richmond  Herald,  College  of  Arms,  Lon¬ 
don,  England),  who  was  baptized  13  February,  1569,  at  Buybury,  co.  Gloucester,  England, 
and  was  buried  there  23  February,  1611.  He  married  (2),  15  April,  1616,  at  Buybury, 
Alice  Groves  [no  issue  found]. 

CUSTIS  FAMILY  OF  AMERICA. 

“Arms:  Argent,  three  popinjays  vert. 

Crest:  An  archer  proper,  coat  vert,  shooting  an  arrow  from  a  bow  of  the  first.” 

[John  Burke:  Encyclopaedia  of  Heraldry  or  General  Armory  of  England,  Scotlarid  and 

Ireland,  1851,  William  Welsh  Harrison,  LL.D.:  Harrison,  IVaples  and  Allied  Families, 

page  88.  Arms  used  by  family.] 


GENERATION  I. 

John1  Custis  and  his  wife,  Joan  (Smithier)  Powell-Custis,  English  subjects,  went  to 
Rotterdam,  Holland,  as  early  as  the  year  1630,  proven  by  the  naturalization  of  two  of  their 
children,  John  and  William,  which  information  will  be  confirmed  later,  stating  that  they 
were  born  in  Holland.  He  came  to  America  and  was  in  Northampton  Co.,  Virginia,  in  1652, 
where  he  signed  “The  Engagement”  in  that  year,  according  to  The  Virginia  Carolorum, 
pages  221-2.  [Nn.  Co.  Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Va.,  Book  I.]  He  served  on  a  jury  in  North¬ 
ampton  County  with  his  son,  John,  November  20,  1655.  [Northampton  County,  Va.,  Rec¬ 
ords,  Vol.  VI. ]  John  Custis,  Sr.,  and  his  son  John  Custis  were  both  granted  land  in  Virginia 
before  1660,  as  shown  under  the  heading  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  Custis,  but  the  date  of  the  death 
of  John  Custis,  Sr.,  is  not  known,  and  no  record  of  the  settlement  of  his  estate  has  been 
found  in  Virginia.  Joan  (Smithier)  Powell-Custis  died  prior  to  January  5,  1675,  as  proven 
by  the  following  records: 

[Northampton  County,  Va.,  Records ,  Vol.  II,  page  92]: 

“Whereas  a  Contraversy  is  dependinge  at  Law  undecided  att  Rotterdam  on 
ye  pr.tence  of  a  proportion  of  the  Estate  left  by  Mrs.  Joane  Custis  which  her  son 
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Edmond  as  also  her  son  John  Doe  Individually  lay  claime  unto.  Now  bee  it 
knowne  unto  all  men  by  these  pr.sents  That  I  the  above  Said  Edmond  have 
Agreed  and  Consented  Unto  my  above  said  Brother  John;  To  Renounce  unto 
him  my  whole  Title  Sc  pr.tence  to  any  thinge  left  by  our  Said  Mother  beinge  Satis¬ 
fied  with  my  proportion  of  that  gift  of  our  Said  Mother  duringe  her  life  in  Two 
hundred  pound  Sterlinge  paid  by  Mr.  John  Smithes  [Smithier]  many  yeares  past. 
Whereunto  I  Sett  my  hand  8c  Seale  this  5th  of  January  1675  in  London. 

“Signed  8c  Sealed  in  the  Edm°.  Custis  (SEAL) 

pr.sence  of  us 
Isaac  Key 
Oliver  Hering.” 

“Whereas  by  the  hand  writinge  of  Robb  Custis  my  Brother  of  Rotterdam,  as 
also  under  ye  hand  of  Mr.  Richard  Banke  Merchant  in  London  it  doth  appeare 
there  is  due  unto  me  fifty  pound  Sterlinge  at  Such  Time  when  the  duties  of  Cus- 
tome  paid  on  ye  Ladinge  of  the  Carolus  Secundus  (cast  away)  should  bee  repaid 
Againe.  Of  which  fifty  pound  I  Doe  Acknowledge  Whale  reed  Tenn  pound  in 
part.  These  are  to  Certifye  That  for  ye  remaineinge  forty  pound  I  Doe  Acknowl¬ 
edge  to  bee  fully  Satisfyed  by  my  Brother  John  Custis  and  Doe  hereby  resigne  up 
Unto  him  my  whole  Interest  therein  for  his  proper  use.  In  witnes  whereof  I  have 
hereunto  sett  my  hand  Sc  Seale  This  5th  January  1675  London. 

“Signed  &  Sealed  in  the  Em°.  Custis.  (SEAL) 

pr.sence  of  us 
Isaac  Key 
Oliver  Heringe.” 

Children  of  John  Custis,  Sr.,  and  his  wife  Joan  (Smithier)  Powell-Custis: 

1.  Thomas  Custis  of  Baltimore,  Ireland,  born  circa  1628,  had  a  son  Edmund.  The 
latter  accompanied  his  uncle,  Maj.  Gen.  John  Custis,  to  Virginia,  proven  by  a 
Deed  of  Gift  from  John  Custis  to  Edmund,  Oct.  3,  1690,  and  by  the  will  of  Maj. 
Gen.  John  Custis,  dated  March  18,  1601.  SEE  CUSTIS  FAMILY  OF  DEEP 
CREEK. 

2.  Edmund  Custis  of  London,  England,  signed  the  release  to  his  mother’s  estate, 
Jan.  5,  1675. 

3.  Robert  Custis  of  Rotterdam,  Holland,  Mariner,  mentioned  in  release  of  Ed¬ 
mund  Custis,  Jan.  5,  1675.  Robert  Custis  was  Master  of  a  ship  which  plied  be¬ 
tween  Rotterdam  and  Virginia  as  early  as  Aug.  29,  1654,  as  on  that  date  “Edmund 
Custis  and  Allan  Knipe  merchants,  petitioned  the  Lord  Protector  [Oliver  Crom¬ 
well]  stating  that  they  have  goods  and  debts  due  to  them  in  Virginia  and  that 
Robert  Custis,  Master  of  a  ship,  went  from  thence  to  Amsterdam  upon  their  occa¬ 
sion,  and  pray  for  a  license  for  his  ship  to  go  from  Amsterdam  to  Virginia  and 
from  thence  to  return  to  London  without  molestation.’’  [Calendar  of  English 
State  Papers ,  America  and  West  Indies,  1 5J-1-1660,  page  418.] 

4.  Major-General  John  Custis,  born  1630,  died  January  29,  1695/6,  of  whom 
further  details  will  be  presented  later. 

5.  William  Custis,  born  in  Rotterdam,  Holland  in  1633,  naturalized  in  Virginia, 
April  7,  1658,  settled  in  Northampton  County,  [The  Virginia  Magazine,  Vol.  V, 
page  132];  died  in  Virginia  in  1726. 
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6.  Joseph  Custis. 

7.  Anne  Custis  married  in  1649,  Col.  Argali  Yeardley  of  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 
eldest  son  of  Sir  George  and  Temperance  Yeardley. 

GENERATION  II. 

Major  General  John2  Custis,  son  of  John  Custis  and  his  wife,  Joan  (Smithier)  Powell- 
Custis,  was  born  in  the  year  1630,  and  evidently  in  Rotterdam,  Holland,  according  to  the 
naturalization  granted  him  in  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  in  1G58.  The  Cliffe-Custis  Arms  are 
engraved  on  his  tombstone,  and  he  named  his  estate. in  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  “Arlington”, 
both  of  which  facts  identify  him  with  the  family  mentioned  in  the  will  of  John  Smithier, 
proved  1626,  as  “Custis  alias  Cliffe”.  As  shown  in  the  will,  John  Smithier  was  “of  Arlington, 
parish  of  Buybury,  County  of  Gloucester,  England”.  Major  General  John  Custis’  estate, 
“Arlington”,  gave  its  name  to  the  celebrated  Custis  estate  on  the  Potomac  River,  near 
Washington,  which  after  the  Civil  War  was  claimed  by  the  Union  and  is  now  the  U.  S.  Na¬ 
tional  Cemetery.  Major  John4  Custis  (son  of  Col.  John  of  “Wilsonia”)  received  from  his 
grandfather  Maj.  Gen.  John  Custis,  the  estate  of  “Arlington”,  and  he  married  in  1706, 
Frances  Parke, .eldest  daughter  of  Col.  Daniel  Parke,  Esq.,  Captain  General  and  Chief  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  Leeward  Islands  (died  Dec.  7,  1710).  Their  son,  Col.  Daniel  Parke  Custis  (b. 
Oct.  15,  1711;  died  1757)  married  in  1749,  Martha  Dandridge  (b.  May  1732,  d.  at  Mt.  Ver¬ 
non,  22  May,  1802),  daughter  of  John  Dandridge.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis  married  (2) 
on  Jan.  6,  1759,  General  [President]  George  Washington. 

John  Parke  Custis  (b.  1753,  d.  5  Nov.,  1781),  son  of  Col.  Daniel  Parke  Custis  and  his 
wife  Martha  Dandridge,  married  on  Feb.  3,  1774,  Eleanor,  the  second  daughter  of  Benedict 
Calvert  of  “Mt.  Airy”,  Prince  George’s  Co.,  Md.,  son  of  Charles  Calvert,  Lord  Baltimore. 
George  Washington  Parke  Custis  (b.  30  Apr.,  1781,  d.  10  Oct.,  1857)  son  of  John  Parke 
Custis  and  his  wife  Eleanor  Calvert,  in  1802  moved  to  “Arlington”  (named  as  stated  above, 
after  the  older  Custis  mansion  in  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  on  the  Eastern  Shore),  opposite 
Washington,  which  mansion  he  built.  He  married  in  180G,  Mary  Lee  Fitzhugh  (b.  22  Apr., 
1788,  d.  23  Apr.,  1853)  dau.  of  Col.  William  and  Anne  (Randolph)  Fitzhugh,  of  “Chat¬ 
ham”,  Va.,  and  they  had  four  children,  only  one  of  which  survived  infancy,  Mary  Anne 
Randolph  Custis,  who  married  at  “Arlington  House”,  30  June,  1831,  General  Robert  E. 
Lee.  [Lee  of  Virginia  by  Edmund  Jennings  Lee,  M.D.,  pub.  Philadelphia  1895,  pages  456- 
461.] 

To  return  to  Major  General  John  Custis,  he  was  in  Northampton  County,  Virginia, 
as  early  as  1654,  and  served  on  a  jury  with  his  father,  Nov.  20,  1655.  [Northampton  County 
Records ,  Vol.  VI.]  He  and  his  brother,  William  Custis,  were  naturalized  April  7,  1658,  as 
shown  by  the  following  record,  and  it  appears  they  had  been  in  Virginia  four  years. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds,  Wills,  etc., 
1657-1666,  page  6]: 

“Whereas  by  Act  of  Assembly  held  at  James  City  this  instant  March  1658  It 
is  Enacted  that  all  Aliens  8c  Strangers  well  have  Inhabited  this  Country  four  Years 
&  firmly  resolved  to  make  this  Country  the  place  of  their  const1  Residence  Should 
be  free  Denizens  of  this  Country  and  there  by  be  invested  with  all  priviledges 
they  are  anyways  Capable  of  This  grand  Assembly  upon  ye  petition  of  John  8c 
Wm  Custis  being  by  decent  though  not  by  Birth  Natural  Englishmen  have  hereby 
declared  approved  8c  made  ye  Said  John  &  Wm:  Custis  to  be  Naturalized  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  giving  8c  hereby  granting  unto  the  Said  John  8c  Wm.  Custis  full  power  8c 
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priviledge  to  purchase  hold  and  dispose  of  Land  to  Trade  Sc  Trafick  8c  all  other 
priviledges  8c  Immunities  to  be  Invested  with  and  Injoy  in  as  full  and  ample  man¬ 
ner  to  all  Intents  and  purposes  as  if  they  had  been  Englishmen  born  provided  yt 
in  the  County  Court  where  they  doth  reside  that  they  Shall  take  oath  of  fidelity  to 
ye  Government  of  ye  Country  which  oath  is  to  be  Administred  by  the  Comiss  of 
the  Said  County  Court  and  there  to  be  record  given  this  7th  of  April  1658. 

Teste  Henry  Randolph  Cl.  Cur. 

“The  above  mentioned  psons  Mr  John  8c  Wm  Custis  have  taken  an  Oath  of 
Fidelity  administred  to  them  by  the  Comis°  of  Northampton  Court  in  the  County 
of  Accomack  according  to  Act  of  Assembly:  Record  May  ye  iolh  1658 

Teste  John  Boys  Cl  Cur.” 

The  lands  granted  to  Major  General  John  Custis,  and  one  tract  to  his  father  are  next 
given. 

[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  7,  page  295;  C.avaliers  and  Pioneers 
by  Nugent,  Vol.  I,  page  296]: 

“John  Custis,  200  acs.  Accomack  Co.,  24  Nov.  1654.  On  N.  side  of  Nuswat- 
tocks  Cr.  Trans,  of  4  pers:  John  Wapp,  Hugh  Creeye,  Alexander  Hall,  Jno.  Glam- 
feild.  Assigned  to  him  by  Capt.  Wm.  Whitington.” 

[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Booh  No.  p.  96,  (141);  Cavaliers  and  Pio¬ 
neers  by  Nugent,  Vol.  I,  page  346]: 

“Jno.  Custis,  Senr.,  200  acs.  Accomack  Co.,  8  Oct.  1657.  Beg.  at  land  of  Wm. 
Burditt,  dec’d.,  unto  land  formerly  belonging  to  George  Smith.  Said  land  formerly 
belonged  to  George  Travelor,  dec’d.,  8c  by  him  &  his  heires  deserted.  Due  for 
trans.  of  4  pers.” 

[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  page  122,  (181);  Cavaliers  and 
Pioneers  by  Nugent,  Vol.  I,  page  353]: 

“John  Custis,  Jr.,  250  acs.  in  old  plantation  creek,  Wly.  upon  land  of  Willm. 
Burdett  8c  Ely.  on  Bagwells  Cr.  5  Oct.  1657.  Trans,  of  5  pers:  Wm.  St.  John,  Wm. 
Marshall,  George  Wolfe,  Joseph  Curtis  (or  Custis).  Renewed  29  Oct.  1662.” 

[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  page  119,  (620);  Cavaliers  and 
Pioneers  by  Nugent,  Vol.  I,  page  434]: 

“Mr.  John  Custis,  400  acs.  Accomack  Co.,  1  Oct.,  1664.  At  the  bay  side,  on  S. 
side  of  Bolemans  Br.  Sec.,  a  cor.  tree  dividing  this  8c  land  of  Jno.  Trotman  8cc. 
Trans,  of  8  pers:  Mary  Knight,  Jno.  Norgood,  Jane  (a)  Negro,  Jno.  Abram,  Wm. 
Biggs,  Tho.  Somersett,  Jno.  Watts,  Tho.  Coleman.” 

[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  7,  page  26]: 

Major  General  John  Custis  patented  100  acres  in  Accomack  County,  Va.  in 
1680. 

[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  7,  page  129]: 

John  Custis,  Esq.,  patented  1000  acres  in  1682. 
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[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  y ,  page  160]: 

Col.  John  Custis  patented  3700  acres  in  1682. 

[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  y ,  page  182]: 

Col.  John  Custis  patented  850  acres  in  Accomack  Co.,  Va.  in  1682. 

[Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  Patent  Book  No.  y ,  page  185]: 

Col.  John  Custis  patented  4600  acres  in  Accomack  Co.,  Va.  in  1682.  [Alto¬ 
gether,  Maj.  Gen.  John  Custis  had  1 1,300  Acres.] 

Maj.  Gen.  John  Custis  filled  many  high  offices,  both  Civil  and  Military,  and  was  a 
strong  adherent  of  King  Charles  II.  During  Bacon’s  Rebellion,  Governor  Berkeley  fled  to 
“Arlington”,  in  Northampton  Co.  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  from  his  enemies.  [Hening’s  Stat¬ 
utes  at  Large,  Vol.  II,  page  552.] 

Following  is  the  record  of  John  Custis’  appointment  as  Surveyor  of  Northampton 
County,  Virginia,  in  the  year  1653. 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds,  Wills,  &c.  No.  4  (1651-54) 
Re-numbered  IV,  page  216]: 


“Att  a  Quarte.  Court  held  att  James  Citty  26th  of  Novembr,  1653 — Present 

Rich:  Bennett,  Esqre  Governor  Gt 
Collon11.  Wm.  Clayborne 
Collon11.  Wm.  Bernard  }*  Esqes. 

Collon11.  Tho:  Pettus 
Coll.  Bridges  Freeman 


“Mr.  Jn«:  Custis  is  Authorized  hereby  to  bee  a  Survayer  for  ye  County  of 
Northampton  And  to  bee  accordingly  sworne. 

Teste  Robt.  Huberd  Clc  &c 


“This  third  day  of  January  1653  Accordinge  to  ordr  of  Court  from  ye  Hoble 
ye  Govnor.  &  Councell  beareinge  date  att  James  Citty  26th  of  November  1653, 
Mr.  John  Custis  was  sworne  a  Surveyor  for  Northampton  County. 

“Recorded  quarto  die  Febur  1653. 

Teste:  Fdm:  Mathews  ClicCur.” 


Next  is  the  proof  that  John  Custis  was  Captain  and  Colonial  Justice  for  Northampton 
County,  Virginia,  in  the  year  1665;  and  that  he  was  High  Sheriff  of  the  county  April  10th, 
1665,  being  sworn  that  day. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Order  Book,  Vol.  9  (1664^4), 
page  3]: 

“Att  a  Court  held  in  Norths.  County  the  iot}i  of  Aprill  by  his  Maties  Justices 
of  the  Peace  for  the  sd.  County  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  God,  1665. 

“Present:  Coll.  John  Stringer 

Maior  William  Andrews 
Leift.  Coll:  Will:  Waters 
Leift.  Coll:  Will:  Kendall 
Capt.  Jno.  Custis 
Mr.  John  Michaell. 
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“Whereas  Jermir  Griffith  arested  Mr.  John  Hopkins  8c  cann  make  nothinge 
appear  agt.  him  itt  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  sd.  Griffith  bee  nonsuted  8c  paye 
Court  charges  etc  etc.,  and  returned  satisfied  by  Capt.  John  Custis  Highsheriff  for 
the  yeare  1665.” 

[And  on  the  same  day]: 

“This  daye  Capt.  John  Custis  was  sworne  Highsheriff  for  Northampton 
County.” 

The  following  set  forth  the  references  to  Major  General  Custis’  other  services. 

[Hening’s  Statutes  at  Large ,  Vol.  2,  page  428]: 

Major  General  Custis,  Speaker  of  the  House,  March  18,  1676. 

[Hening’s  Statutes  at  Large,  Vol.  2,  page  557]: 

“Att  a  General  Court  held  at  Middle  Plantation,  Sept.  28,  1677 
“Present  the  right  honourable  Herbert  Jeffreys  Esqr.  Governor,  &c.;  Thomas 
Ludwell  Esq.  Secy;  Coll.  Bacon;  Coll.  Jos.  Bridger;  Coll.  Cole;  Coll.  Jno.  Custis.” 

[Hening’s  Statutes  at  Large,  Vol.  2,  page  569]: 

“The  names  of  his  Majesties’  Councel  in  Virginia,  appointed  by  his  Majestic 
are:  Sir  Henry  Chicheley,  Lieutenant  Governor;  Colonel  Nicholas  Spencer,  Secre¬ 
tary;  Colonel  Nathaniel  Bacon,  Auditor;  Colonel  Robert  Smith,  Colonel  William 
Cole,  Colonel  Augustine  Warner,  Colonel  Joseph  Bridger,  Colonel  Ralph  Worme- 
ley,  Colonel  John  Custis,  Major  Richard  Lee,  Colonel  Rowland  Place,  Henry 
Meese,  Francis  Lee,  Esquires,  Mr.  Tho.  Swann  and  Colonel  Daniel  Parkes  de¬ 
ceased  since  the  appointment. 

“Attested  this  10th  day  of  May,  1680. 

Thomas  Culpepper. 

“And  this  is  our  express  command  that  such  persons  that  shall  upon  due 
proof  appear  to  have  wilfully  followed  Bacon  during  the  late  Rebellion,  be  not 
admitted  into  office  of  trust  without  good  reasons  for  the  same.  This  is  a  true  copy 
of  one  of  my  private  instructions  communicated  by  me  to  the  Council  this  10th 
day  of  May,  1680. 

Thomas  Culpepper. 

Recorded  per  Hen.  Hartwell, 

Clerk  of  Court.” 


[Hening’s  Statutes  at  Large,  Vol.  3,  page  570]: 

“Att  a  Councell  held  at  James  Citty — June  the  9th  1680  Present  Sir  Henry 
Chicheley,  Knight,  Lieft.  Gouernor,”  and  others  of  the  council  including  Col.  John 
Custis. 

[Hening’s  Statutes  at  Large,  Vol.  3,  page  546]: 

“Robert  Beverley  being  escaped  out  of  the  custody  of  the  Sheriff  of  York 
from  on  Board  Col.  Custis  sloop,  where  he  was  kept  in  order  to  be  sent  over  to 
Northampton,  and  being  again  taken  etc.” 
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[State  Papers  of  Virginia  by  Palmer,  Vol.i,  page  21]: 

“Att  a  councell  held  at  Ja.  Citty  8vr,  i8re,  A°.  Dom. 
18th  Regni  Regia  Jacobi  Secundo  Quarto 
His  Excellency 

Nath.  Bacon  Esq.  Coll  John  Page 

Coll.  Wm.  Cole  Coll  Win.  Byrd 

Ralph  Wormeley  Esq.  Coll  John  Lear 

Col.  Rich.  Lee  Coll  Xi>  Wormeley 

Coll.  John  Custis  Coll.  Isaac  Allerton.” 


1688,  Anno-que  Oct’r 


The  next  document  which  was  given  by  King  Charles  the  Second  at  Whitehall,  Jany 
14,  1672/3,  to  John  Custis  of  Rotterdam,  is  of  more  than  usual  interest.  It  is  in  reality  a 
passport  or  Safe  Conduct,  and  proves  that  John  Custis  was  the  same  who  had  been  natural¬ 
ized.  He  was  evidently  preparing  to  remove  his  inheritance  from  Rotterdam  to  Virginia. 
It  will  be  seen  that  it  was  not  recorded  in  Virginia  until  May  20,  1684. 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds  aiid  Wills,  Vol.  1680-1692, 
page  94]: 

“CHARLES  R:  [II.] 

“CHARLES  By  the  Grace  of  God  Kinge  of  Greate  Brittaine  Fraunce  and 
Ireland  Defender  of  the  Faith  8cc.  To  all  our  Admiralls,  Vice  Admiralls,  Co¬ 
maunders  of  our  men  of  Warr,  Governors  of  our  Ports,  8c  to  all  others  our  Offi¬ 
cers,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  to  whome  these  prsents  shall  come  Grcetinge. 

“Whereas  John  Custis  Inhabitant  of  Rotterdam  in  the  Province  of  Holland 
hath  humbly  desired  our  letters  of  Safe  Conduct  for  his  Voyage  and  Transport 
into  this  our  Kingdome,  These  are  strictly  to  charge  and  require  you  and  every  of 
you  upon  sight  hereof  to  permit  the  said  John  Custis  to  passe  and  Transport  him- 
selfe  with  his  family,  their  Arms,  moneys,  goods,  8c  effects,  of  what  nature  or  kinde 
soever  (Even  those  prohibited  to  bee  Imported  into  Lliis  Realm  wee  hereby  dis- 
pensinge  there  with)  into  the  Port  of  London,  or  to  any  other  port  with  in  this  our 
Kingdome  of  England,  without  any  hindrance  lett  or  Molestacon,  Wee  havinge 
taken  the  Said  John  Custis  his  family  8c  Estate  into  our  Royall  protection  8c  Spe- 
ciall  Safeguard  by  these  prsents:  And  Wee  Doe  further  require  8c  Comaund  Such 
of  our  Officers  att  Sea,  To  whome  these  our  letters  Shall  happen  to  bee  showne. 
That  Imediately  Upon  Sight  here  of,  they  &  every  of  them  charge  themselves,  with 
the  Guardinge  &  protecting^,  of  the  said  John  Custis  in  his  person,  family,  & 
goods,  and  also  the  Shipp  or  Vessell  wherein  ye  Said  John  Custis  shall  happen  to 
be  Embarqued,  And  that  they  Treate  him  &  his  family,  upon  all  occasions,  in  the 
Same  manner,  as  if  the  Said  John  Custis  had  beene  by  or  Imediate  ordr  comitted 
to  their  particular  care  &  Convoy;  Observinge  these  our  letters  of  Safe  Conduct  in 
all  things  Inviolably  Upon  Pain  of  Death  for  Such  is  our  pleasure:  And  Wee  doe 
further  make  it  our  Speciall  request  to  our  Good  Brother  R:  Ally,  the  most  Chris¬ 
tian  Kinge  his  Officers  &  Subjects,  That  if  the  said  John  Custis  his  family  or  goods, 
happen  to  be  detained  by  Constraint  of  the  Enemy  or  other  Impeding  in  any 
Towne,  Garrison  or  place  That  is  or  hereafter  be  Reduced  by  the  Armes  of  our 
said  Good  Brother,  the  Said  John  Custis  his  family  &  Goods  may  upon  Sight  of 
these  prsents,  be  received  8c  remaine,  under  the  protection  8c  Speciall  Safeguard 
of  the  Said  most  Christian  Kinge,  as  our  Naturall  born  Subject  (havinge  our 
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letter  of  Safe  Conduct  and  remaineinge  undr  ye  force  of  a  Comon  Enemy)  by  the 
Law  of  Nations, and  ye  StrictalliancebetweeneyeTwoCrownesoughttobe.  Andthat 
ye  Said  John  Custis  with  his  family  &  Goods,  passinge  through  any  ye  Quarters, 
Frontiers,  Garrisons,  Camps,  or  Conquered  place,  of  ye  said  Most  Christian  Kinge, 
may  bee  received  protected  Sc  treated,  with  ye  Same  favour,  friendshipp  &  assist¬ 
ance,  as  if  hee  were  our  owne  Naturall  borne  Subject,  Wee  assuringe  our  Good 
Brother,  ye  most  Christian  Kinge,  of  our  readines  to  make  a  returne  answerable 
upon  the  like  occasion.  Given  at  our  Court  att  Whitehall  ye  14th  day  of  January 
1672-3. 

“Licence  for  By  his  Malies  Comaund 

Jn°.  Custis  to  come  [“Lord”]  ARLINGTON 

from  Holland. 

“Virginia;  North^n  County,  the  20[h  May  1684.  Att  ye  instance  of  ye  above 
said  Jn°  Custis.  Record^ 

Dan:  Neech  Cl.  Cu.  Co:  pr  dicti.” 

The  Deed  of  Gift  from  Major  General  John  Custis  to  his  nephew,  Edmund  Custis,  is 
given  for  the  family  relationship  and  place  of  residence  of  the  former’s  brother.  Edmund 
was  brought  to  Virginia  as  a  youth  by  his  uncle. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Va.,  Northampton  County  Records,  Deeds  and  Wills, 
Vol.  II,  page  273]: 

DEED  OF  GIFT,  MAJOR  GENERAL  JOHN  CUSTIS  TO  HIS  NEPHEW, 
EDMUND  CUSTIS,  1G90. 

“To  all  Xtian  People  to  whom  this  pr.sent  writinge  or  Deed  of  gift  shall 
come  I  John  Custis  Senr.  of  the  County  of  Northampton  in  Virginia.  Esqr.  send 
greeting— in  our  Lord  God  Everlasting— Know  yee  that  I  the  said  John  Custis 
Senr.  for  and  in  Consideracon  of  the  love  and  Affection  I  have  and  beare  to  my 
Well  beloved  Nephew  Edmund  Custis  of  the  County  of  Accomack  in  Virginia, 
aforesaid  Son  to  my  Deare  Brother  Thomas  Custis  formerly  Resident  att  Balta- 
more  in  the  Kingdome  of  Ireland  from  whome  I  brought  my  Said  Kinsman  in 
his  minority  wlh.  promise  to  give  Education  Accordinge  to  his  Capacity:  And  for 
that  hee  hath  Intermarryed  with  the  Granddaughter  of  my  pr.sent  wife:  As  also 
for  divers  other  good  causes  &:  Consideracons  mee  thereunto  movinge:  Have  given, 
granted  Delivered  and  confirmed  And  by  these  pr.sents:  Doe  fully  freely  Sc  abso¬ 
lutely  give  grant  deliver  &  confirme  Unto  my  Said  Nephew  Edmund  Custis:  One 
Negro  woman  Named  Mary  and  A  male  Suckinge  childe  about  Six  moneths  old 
Named  Ned  with  the  Said  childe:  &  all  the  future  Encrease  of  the  Negro  woman 
Slave  aforesaid:  to  the  heires  of  the  body  of  him  Sc  his  now  wife  for  ever  after  their 
decease:  But  for  defect  of  Such  to  the  next  Issue  of  my  Said  Kinsman  or  of 
Tabitha  his  now  wife:  Further  I  give  unto  my  Said  Nephew  one  Negro  Man 
Named  Ned  Tucker  for  foure  yeares  from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof:  And  one 
Irish  woman  Named  Ellenor.  Carlee  I  bought  of  John  Bayley  for  the  full  time 
Sliee  hath  to  serve  with  all  their  profitts  &  Laboure  what  soever:  Moreover  I  give 
unto  my  Said  Kinsman  Twelve  cowes,  and  their  calves  belonginge  to  them  which 
were  calved  last  Springe  before  the  date  hereof,  Ten  hefers  five  of  A  yeare  old 
the  last  Springe,  and  five  of  Two  year  old  the  last  Springe,  Two  Oxen  for  his 
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pr.sent  Killing,  Two  steers  five  yeare  old  last  Springe,  Two  steeres  foure  yeare  old 
last  Springe,  Two  Steeres,  three  yeare  old  last  Springe:  and  Two  Steeres  Two 
yeare  old  the  last  Springe:  Together  with  all  the  Sheepe  male  &  female  on  the 
plantacon  whereon  my  Said  Kinsman  liveth  belonginge  to  me:  As  also  Six  breed¬ 
ing  Sowes,  and  all  the  Piggs  hee  hath  raised  since  his  removall  to  Deepe  Creek:  I 
give  him  also  his  Rydinge  horse  called  Slittnose,  one  mare  called  Lightfoote,  with 
a  horse  colt  A  yeare  old  last  Springe  belonginge  to  the  Said  Mare  with  all  the 
future  Encrease  of  the  Said  Cattle,  mare,  sheepe  &  other  Creatures  male  and  fe¬ 
male  for  ever:  And  likewise  I  doe  further  fully  freely  and  absolutely,  give  graunt 
deliver  and  confirme  Unto  my  Said  Nephew  Edmund  Custis:  All  Beddinge  and 
furniture  thereunto  belonginge,  linnen,  Woollen,  Pewter,  Brasse,  Copper,  Iron 
Weare,  Utensills  of  household  Stuffe,  Tooles,  Necessaryes,  and  other  goods  &  other 
things  whatsoever  as  the  Same  are  now  in  the  possession  of  and  have  beene  de¬ 
livered  to  my  Said  Kinsman  Edmund  Custis:  Att  the  Plantacon  hee  now  liveth  on 
att  Deepe  Creeke  in  the  County  of  Accomack  aforesaid:  To  have  and  to  hold:  the 
said  Negro  woman  &  childe  with  all  her  future  increase  in  manner  &  forme  as 
abovesaid,  The  other  servants,  Cattle,  Sheepe,  Horses,  mares,  &:  other  Creatures 
(with  all  their  future  increase  male  8c  female  whatsoever);  And  all  other  goods 
house  hold  Stuffe,  Tooles  Necessaryes,  Utensills,  and  things  of  what  sort  or  Kinde 
Soever  in  manner  as  aforesaid  to  him  my  Nephew  and  Kinsman  Edmund  Custis 
his  heires  Executors.  Admrs.  and  Assignes  for  ever  soe  that  neither  I  the  said  John 
Cusits  Senr.  my  heires  Execrs.  or  Admrs.  nor  any  other  person  or  persons  what  so¬ 
ever  claimeinge  or  to  claime  by  from  or  Under  us  or  any  of  us  shall  att  any  time 
or  times  hereafter  Aske  challenge  claime  or  demand  any  Right  title  claime  or  de¬ 
mand  or  Interest  in  or  to  the  before  given,  granted  delivered  confirmed  and  men- 
coned  pr.mises  or  any  part  or  parcell  thereof:  But  from  the  same  Wee  and  every 
of  us  to  bee  Utterly  debarred  8:  for  ever  Excluded:  In  Witnes  whereof  and  for 
the  more  sure  makinge  &  confirmacon  of  all  and  Singular  the  afore  &  above  men- 
coned  pr.mises:  I  the  said  John  Custis  Sem.  have  also  hereby  given  8c  delivered 
for  the  use  of  my  Said  Kinsman  &  Nephew  Edmund  Custis  Six  Silver  Spoones 
marked  wth.  T  B:  as  part  &  in  the  Name  of  the  whole  pr.mises  above  given  and 
Specifyed  in  pr.sence  of  the  witnesses  hereunder  Named  And  have  hereunto  Sett 
my  hand  8c  Affixed  my  Seale  and  Doe  alsoe  ordr.  the  Clerke  of  the  Court  of 
Northton.  County  abovesaid  to  record  this  my  pr.sent  Deed  of  gift  as  a  reall  Testi- 
moniall  of  my  true  intent  and  meaninge  herein  Contained  8c  for  its  greater  Valid¬ 
ity  &  punctuall  pformance  as  abovesaid  this  third  day  of  October  Adorn  i6go: 
Annoqr.  Rs  8c  Ra.  2d. 

Jn°.  Custis  (SEAL) 

“Signed  Sealed  (Together  wth.  the  Said 
Six  Silver  Spoones  above  menconed  De¬ 
livered)  as  my  reale  Act  &  Deed  in  pr.sence 
of  us: 

Henry  Pike  Elizabeth  Jole 

Jane  Pike  Dan:  Neech.” 

The  following  is  a  high  tribute  to  Major  General  John  Custis  as  a  public  official.  He 
was  at  this  time  but  sixty  years  of  age,  which  proves  that  his  strenuous  military  life  must 
have  broken  his  health  prematurely. 


' 


CUSTIS 


517 


[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  &  Wills,  Vol.  XIII,  page 
1 77]: 

“Att  a  Councill  Held  att  James  Citty  Aprill  15th  1692.  prsent:  The  Rh 
HonoUe  Francis  Nicholason  Esqr  their  Maties  Lieu1  Governr  of  Virga  Win.  Cole 
Esqr  Secr  Wm.  Byrd  Esqr  John  Lear  Esq1  Cr  Wormeley  Esq  Henry  Whitinge 
Esq1  Edmund  Jennings  Esqr. 

“The  Rt  IIonoljle  their  Maties  Lt.  Governor  caused  to  be  Read  A  petition  of 
John  Custis  Esqr  one  of  their  Matlcs  Council  of  this  Colony  directed  to  his  Honor 
wherein  the  said  Custis  Setts  forth  that  beinge  grown  Aged,  and  God  Allmighty  for 
some  years  past  havinge  been  pleased  to  Visitt  him  with  Extreame  Violent  Sick¬ 
nesses  in  Soe  much  That  in  his  Owne  Judgm1  and  the  opinion  of  most  others  that 
Saw  him  hee  could  not  live,  and  allthough  it  hath  pleased  God  in  Some  measure  to 
restore  his  health;  yet  is  hee  Sometimes  Afflicted  with  very  Violent  fitts  to  Such  a 
degree  that  were  not  Extraordinary  care  taken  of  him  in  them  he  Should  be  in 
greate  danger.  And  for  that  by  Such  is  disability  and  ye  failer  of  his  memory;  and 
hearinge,  he  is  Alltogether  Unable  to  pforine  the  duty  required  of  him  the  pform- 
ance  of  the  Severall  offices  and  places  hee  now  Enjoyes,  hee  most  humbly  prayed 
that  he  might  bee  discharged  from  them  being  desirous  to  Spend  the  remainder  of 
his  dayes  in  A  Retired  life:  After  the  Readinge  whereof  his  Honor  the  Lt.  Govr  de¬ 
sired  the  opinion  of  ye  Councill  therein;  who  acquainted  His  Honor. 

“That  the  Said  Custis  had  All  alonge  faithfully  and  dilligently  discharged  his 
duty  in  the  Severall  places  and  offices  hee  had  beene  Honored  with,  and  in  ye  late 
Unhappy  troubles  in  the  yeare  1676;  was  very  diligent  and  Active  in  pformance  of 
his  duty  to  the  then  present  Kinge  Charles  the  Second  (of  ever  blessed  memory) 
and  was  in  a  very  high  degree  serviceable  to  the  Countrey  in  Genii  and  to  many 
Loyall  Gentlemen  in  particular:  But  it  havinge  pleased  God  for  Some  years  to  Visit 
him  with  very  greate  Sicknesses  well  hath  caused  him  to  be  very  weake,  and  beinge 
yet  afflicted  with  very  Violent  fitts,  one  of  which  it  may  bee  Expected  in  a  small 
time  will  carry  him  out  of  this  world  Also  it  beinge  Evident  that  his  memory  8c 
hearinge  are  both  very  bad,  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  Custis  his  petition  is  very 
Reasonable  on  Consideration  whereof;  as  also  that  his  Honor  is  very  sensible  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  of  his  beinge  in  this  Government  the  said  Custis  hath  faithfully  dis¬ 
charged  his  duty;  and  likewise  well  knowinge  the  said  Custis  his  indisposicon  of 
body  with  the  Advice  8c  consent  of  their  Maties  Councill  Doth  for  the  future  dis¬ 
charge  the  Said  Custis  from  his  Attendance  att  Genii  Courts  8c  Councills  till  their 
Maties  pleasure  be  known  therein;  and  from  all  other  publick  places  8c  Offices  what¬ 
soever  (the  said  Custis  clearinge  the  Ships  hee  hath  already  entred)  And  their  most 
Gracious  Maties  are  humbly  Supplicated  to  take  the  Said  Custis  his  Petition  into 
their  Royall  Consideration  and  Graunt  the  Same. 

Copa.  Vera  Test  W.  Edwards 
Cou:  Cl.’’ 

Major  General  John  Custis  was  a  Vestryman  of  Hungars  Parish,  and  “presented  sets  of 
heavy  silver  Communion  service  to  both  Churches,  upper  and  lower,  of  Northampton;  and 
when  the  lower  church  was  built,  in  1680,  near  which  was  his  residence,  he  promised  to  give 
the  builder  one  hogshead  of  tobacco,  or  its  equivalent,  and  thirty  gallons  of  cider  to  put  up 
for  him  the  first  pew  in  the  Church.’’  [Lee  of  Virginia,  page  456.] 

Major  General  John  Custis  married  first,  before  the  lGth  day  of  June,  1651,  Elizabeth 
Robinson  (the  mother  of  his  only  child),  “relict  of  Robert  Eyre  (or  Eyres),  [sic],  Gent., 
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dec’d.,”  which  is  proven  also  by  the  will  of  her  mother,  Elizabeth  Robinson,  of  Shadwell, 
parish  of  Stepney,  Middlesex  Co.,  England,  in  which  the  testatrix  bequeathed  to  her  “grand¬ 
son,  John  Custis,  a  red  stone  Ringe’’.  The  will  was  proved  in  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  29 
June,  1668,  by  Jno.  Custis  and  Alicia  Custis  (his  second  wife),  and  a  full  copy  of  it  appears 
in  the  Robinson  family  records. 

T  he  following  record  proves  that  Elizabeth  Robinson  married  (1st)  Robert  Eyre  (Eyres) 
and  (2nd)  Maj.  Gen.  John2  Custis: 

[Lower  Norfolk  County,  Va.,  Wills  &  Deeds  B— 1646-1651 ,  folios  180,  184— Rec¬ 
ord  now  preserved  upon  a  page,  somewhat  worn  in  parts,  but  all  fully  held  to¬ 
gether  under  a  transparent  tissue]: 

“16  June  1651. 

“ . stood  in .  four  hundred  Sc  6  pounds  of . 

Uppon  ye  peticon  of .  Administrato1'  of  ye  sd  Page  It  is  Ordered  yl  John 

Custis  who  intermarried  wt[>  ye  relict  of  ye  sd  Robte  Eyre  make  paymk  of  the  afore¬ 
said  four  hundred  &:  six  poundes  of  tobacco  unto  the  said  Cornelius  Loyd  wth  fore- 
bearance  &  Co«  Chardges.” 

The  next  entry  on  the  same  page  is  of  an  award  to  “Lewes  ffarmall  by  account 
of  ye  Estate  of  Robte  Eyre  dec:  ye  some  of  Two  hundred  Sixty  &  two  pounds  of  to¬ 
bacco.  It  is  ordered  y1  John  Custis  who  intermarried  wth  Elizabeth  ye  relict  of  ye  sd 
Robt.  Eyre  make  paymh  out  of  the  Estate  of  the  said  Eyre  ye  next  Cropp  wth  Cort: 
Chardges  all  former  orders  beinge  first  satisfied  als:  Execucon.” 

1  hen  on  the  same  page  follows:  “Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  yt  there  is 
due  out  of  ye  Estate  of  Robt  Eyre  dec:  by  booke  unto  Laurente  Phillipps  the  some 
of  1  wo  hundred  Sc  fifty  six  pounds  of  tobacco,  It  is  ordered  yc  John  Custis  who  in- 
trmarried  wth  ye  relict  of  ye  sd  Eyre  make  paymh  thereof  wth  Cort:  Chardges  ye 
next  Cropp:  all  other  orders  beinge  first  sattisfied  als:  Execucon.” 

Elizabeth  Robinson  was  the  daughter  of  William  Robinson,  Sr.,  the  Cooper,  (bapt.  Mar¬ 
low,  Bucks,  England  18  June,  1598;  died  circa  1665-1666);  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (Mewe) 
Robinson.  SEE  ROBINSON  MANUSCRIPT.  Elizabeth  (Robinson)  Eyre-Custis  died  circa 
1656,  and  Maj.  Gen.  Custis  married  (2)  in  1657,  Alicia  Walker,  widow  of  Major  Peter 
Walker  [A ccomack  County  Records,  Vols.  7  and  8,  1655-1658,  page  68].  She  had  married  (1) 
George  Travellor  [ Northampton  County  Records ,  Vol.  1665-1686,  page  136];  (2)  William 
Burdett,  and  (3)  Major  Walker.  Major  General  Custis  married  (3)  Tabitha  (Scarburgh) 
Smart-Brown,  widow,  who  last  married  Col.  Edward  Hill  of  “Shirley”,  on  the  James,  Charles 
City  County,  Virginia.  She  was  born  circa  1640,  and  died  in  1717,  will  proved  Jan.  7,  1717, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Col.  Edmund  Scarburgh  and  his  wife  Mary.  She  had  married  (1) 
Col.  John  Smart;  (2)  circa  1659,  Devereux  Brown  of  Accomack;  and  3rd  and  4th  as  above. 
SEE  SCARBURGH  MANUSCRIPT. 

[Northampton  County,  Virginia,  Records,  Volume  1676-1690,  page  400]: 

“April  30,  1684.  John  Custis  the  elder  of  Northampton  Co.,  Esquire  and 
Tabitha  his  wife,  in  consideration  and  in  pursuance  of  the  award,  etc.,  between 
Martha  Browne,  widow  of  Edmond  Browne,  deceased,  son  and  heir  of  Deverax 
Browne,  late  of  Accomac,  deceased  and  John  Custis  of  Northampton  Co.,  Esquire, 
and  Tabitha  his  wife,  relict  and  one  of  the  administrators  of  the  said  Deverax.” 

On  May  30,  1693,  a  deposition  was  made  by  Tabitha  Custis,  aged  53  years  or  there¬ 
abouts.  [ Northampton  County  Records ,  Vol.  XIII,  page  235]. 


3 


4 


' 


CUSTIS 


519 


[Northampton  County,  Va.  Records ,  Vol.  XII,  page  94]: 

“Deed  of  Gift,  1696.  Edward  Hill  of  the  County  of  Charles  City  in  James  River, 
Virginia,  Esquire,  to  Tabitha  Custis,  widow  of  John  Custis,  late  of  Arlington, 
Northampton  County,  who  was  to  marry  the  said  Edward  Hill.” 

Major  General  John2  Custis  of  “Arlington”  died  January  29,  1695/6,  and  was  buried  at 
“Arlington”.  His  coat  of  arms  was  inscribed  on  his  tomb  with  the  following  inscription: 

“Here  lies  the  Body  of 
JOHN  CUSTIS,  ESQ.,  one  of  the 
Councill  and  Major  Generali  of 
Virginia  who  departed  this  life  ye 
29  th  of  January  1696  aged  66  years. 

And  by  his  side  a  son  and  daughter 
Of  his  Grandson  John  Custis  whom 
He  had  by  the  daughter  of 
Daniel  Parke  Esq.  Capt.  Generali 
And  Chief  Governor  of  the  Leeward 
Islands. 

Virtus  Post  Funera” 

This  stone  was  erected  after  the  death  of  his  grandson,  which  no  doubt  accounts  for  the 
error  as  to  the  year  of  his  death,  “1696”,  as  it  should  be  January  1695/6,  for  his  will  was  pro¬ 
bated  February  10,  1695/6.  His  will  follows,  which  proves  conclusively  that  he  had  but  one 
child,  Col.  John3  Custis  of  “Wilsonia”,  the  son  of  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  (Robinson)  Eyres- 
Custis. 


WILL  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  JOHN  CUSTIS  of  “ARLINGTON”,  North¬ 
ampton  Co.,  Va.,  proved  1695/6. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders  and  WillSjVol.  XIII,  pages 
355-359]: 

Will  of  Major-General  John  Custis  of  “Arlington”,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  dated 

18  March,  1691,  proved  10  February,  1695/6. 

“In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  the  Eighteenth  day  of  March  in  the  fourth  yeare 
of  the  Reigne  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord  8c  Lady  William  &  Mary  Kinge  k  Queene 
8cc:  And  in  the  yeare  of  our  Lord  God  One  Thousand  Six  hundred  Ninety  8c  one  I 
John  Custis  of  Northampton  County  on  the  Easterne  Shore  in  Virginia.  Esqr.  be- 
inge  weake  in  body  But  of  good  and  perfect  minde  and  memory  (thanks  bee  unto 
Allmighty  God)  And  callinge  to  Remembrance  the  uncertaine  Estate  of  this 
Transitory  life  And  that  All  flesh  must  yeild  unto  death  when  it  Shall  please  God 
to  call:  Doe  make  Constitute  Ordaine  and  declare  this  my  last  Will  and  Testamh  in 
manner  and  forme  followinge:  Revokeinge  and  Annullinge  by  these  pr.sents  All 
and  every  Testamk  8c  Testamts.  Will  8c  Wills  heretofore  by  me  made  and  declared 
either  by  word  or  writinge:  And  this  for  to  Stand  and  bee  in  full  force  and  for  and 
as  my  Last  Will  and  Testamk  and  none  other:  Principally  Comittinge  8c  Comend- 
inge  my  Soule  into  the  hands  of  Allmighty  God  my  Creator  Trusting  and  Assuredly 
beleeving  (through  the  Meritts  8c  passion  of  our  Lord  8c  Savior.  Jesus  Christ)  to  In¬ 
herit  Everlasting  life  And  my  body  to  bee  buried  in  Such  place  and  decent  manner 
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as  it  Shall  please  my  Executors.  hereafter  Named  to  Appoint:  And  for  the  Setling 
of  my  Temporall  Estate  Such  as  it  hath  pleased  God  for  to  bestow  upon  me  I  Doe 
order  give  Will  devise  and  bequeath  the  Same  in  manner  &  forme  followinge  (that 
is  to  Say)  flirst  I  will  that  All  Such  debts  and  duties  as  I  justly  owe  to  any  pson  or 
persons  whatsoever  Shall  bee  well  and  truly  Contented  and  paid  within  Convenient 
time  after  my  decease  by  my  Executors.  hereafter  Named. 

“Item  I  Doe  hereby  give  bequeath  and  confirme  to  my  Kinsman  John  Brad- 
hurst  and  his  heirs  for  ever  fhve  hundred  Acres  of  Land  beinge  part  of  my  Devident 
of  Land  called  Jollyes  Neck  lyinge  and  beinge  in  Accomack  County  in  Virga.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  my  free  Deed  of  gift  which  I  have  Already  given  him  for  the  Same  under 
my  hand  and  Seale  as  fully  and  as  firmly  to  All  intents  and  purposes  As  if  the  Said 
Deed  had  beene  by  me  Acknowledged  in  the  Court  of  the  Said  County  of  Accomack 
and  there  Recorded:  And  further  my  Will  and  desire  is  That  my  Said  Kinsman 
John  Bradhurst  as  Soone  as  he  hath  an  oppertunity  purchase  A  man  or  boy  Servc. 
for  the  full  time  hee  comes  into  the  Countrey:  as  reasonable  as  bee  can  And  that 
the  Said  Servant  bee  paid  for  by  my  Execrs.  hereafter  Named  which  Said  Servk  I 
Doe  also;  freely  give  Sc  bequeath  to  my  Said  Kinsman  for  his  full  time  as  aforesaid. 

“Item  I  Doe  devise  and  bequeath  unto  my  Kinsman  Edmond  Custis  Son  of 
my  Brother  Thomas  Custis  Eight  hundred  Acres  of  Land  lyinge  and  beinge  at 
Deepe  Creeke  in  the  County  of  Accomack  aforesaid  and  to  his  heires  for  ever: 
which  Said  Eight  hundred  Acres  of  Land  is  now  part  or  parcell  of  the  Seventeen 
hundred  and  fifty  Acres  of  Land  hereafter  in  this  Will  given  by  me  to  my  Deare 
and  lovinge  wife  Tabitha  Custis  but  Abutteth  Upon  the  Same  and  that  one  Thou¬ 
sand  Acres  of  Land  Patterned  and  belonging  to  Tabitha  Smart  deceased  and  her 
heires. 

“Item  And  I  Doe  for  me  my  heires  Execrs.  and  Admr>\  remise,  release,  and  for 
ever  quit  claime  Unto  Smart  the  Son  of  William  Whittington  and  to  his  heires  for 
ever:  All  and  All  manner  of  Right  title  Interest  claime  and  demand  Upon  any 
pr.tence  whatsoever  I  or  they  have  or  may  have  to  the  Said  one  Thousand  Acres  of 
Land. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Deare  and  lovinge  wife  Tabitha  Custis 
and  to  her  heires  for  ever:  All  that  Tract  or  Devident  of  Land  in  Accomack 
County  aforesaid  at  Deepe  Creeke  Containeing  one  Thousand  seven  hundred  Sc 
fifty  Acres  of  Land  beinge  the  halfe  of  Three  Thousand  five  hundred  Acres  for¬ 
merly  patterned  in  her  and  Sister  Matilda  her  Name  with  all  houses  Orchards, 
Gardens,  flences,  and  all  other  profits  &  comodities  thereunto  belonging:  Together 
with  all  Cattle  horses  &  Mares  belonginge  to  me  (and  not  before  disposed  of  by 
Deed  of  gift  to  my  Kinsman  Edmond  Custis)  now  Running  Upon  it  or  which  shall 
W  be  thereto  belonging  at  the  day  of  my  death. 

“Item  I  give  Will  and  bequeath  unto  my  Said  wife  Tabitha  Custis  These  fol¬ 
lowing  Negroes  or  slaves  by  Name  (vizk)  Kate,  Charles,  Jeremy,  Rose  A  childe, 
Jenny  A  childe,  Jack,  Jenny  Gabriels  Daughter,  Betty,  Negro  Ned,  Maria,  her 
child,  Simon  A  Boy,  Tom,  Bell,  Long  Tom,  Gabriel,  Indian  Jone,  with  all  &  every 
of  their  increase  to  bee  fully,  freely  &  absolutely  Enjoyed  by  her  my  Said  Wife  and 
at  her  disposall  after  my  decease  And  I  Doe  also  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  afore¬ 
said  wife  Tabitha  Custis, .  Beadle,  Stephen  T wyman,  Taylor  Boy,  El- 

lenor.  Moghull  Irish  woman,  Servants  for  termeof  years  for  the  full  time  they  have 
or  shall  have  to  serve  by  any  way  or  meanes  howsoever:  And  it  is  my  Will  and  de¬ 
sire  That  my  Slave  Gabriel  Jacob  before  herein  menconed  to  be  given  to  my  Said 
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wife  at  the  Expiracon  of  foure  years  service  to  her  after  my  decease  on  Imploymk  in 
the  Sloope  or  otherwise  as  occasion  requires  then  to  be  free  and  at  his  owne  dis¬ 
posal  1  But  if  it  Soe  happens  That  my  Said  Wife  Should  decease  in  less  time  then 
the  Said  foure  years,  Thence  forward  my  Said  Slave  afore  named  to  have  and  begin 
his  manumission  and  freedome. 

“Item  My  Will  is  that  my  Said  wife  Shall  have  and  Enjoy  to  her  owne  proper 
use  for  ever  (without  being  Reckoned  or  Accompted  any  part  or  parcell  of  my 
psonall  Estate)  Three  feather  beds  and  Bolsters,  Twelve  downe  pillowes,  with  one 
Rugg,  one  paire  of  blanketts,  and  A  Suite  of  Curtains  &  Vallence  to  Each  of  them 
Said  beds  Such  as  my  Said  wife  Shall  choose  of  any  in  my  Mansion  house  Arlington, 
Accordingly  her  Gold  chaine  for  her  Neck  k  Locketts,  with  all  her  Jewells,  Rings, 
Necklaces,  pockett  watch,  wearing  Apparrell,  made  Up  or  by  her  intended  to  be 
made  Up  (To  say)  All  Such  New  Linnens,  Silks,  Sattens,  or  other  Stuffs  of  what 
kinde  Soever  as  are  now  in  my  house,  or  which  Shall  be  in  my  house  or  in  passage 
for  Virginia,  or  sent  for  before  the  time  of  my  death  from  her  owne  particular  use 
and  wearing:  And  further  I  freely  give  unto  my  Said  wife  my  Russia  Leather  Couch 
k  dozen  of  chaires  ditt°.  and  my  Square  Table  in  the  Hall,  and  the  presse  made  of 
Cedar  and  black  Wallnutt  in  the  greate  Parlour  also  my  three  best  Copper  Kettles 
or  Such  as  Shee  Shall  choose  at  my  dwelling  house  Arlington:  Together  with  all 
provisions  there  upon  beinge  or  growing  (To  witt)  Indian  Corne,  Tobacco, 
Wheate  and  all  other  graine  or  pulse  and  all  other  Necessaryes  provided  for  the 
keeping,  Mainetenance,  &  feeding  of  my  family. 

“Item:  I  will  and  bequeath  to  my  Said  loving  wife  Tabitha  Custis  All  that 
Devident  of  Land  and  Dwelling  plantacon  I  now  live  on  at  Arlington  together 
with  the  Mansion  house  All  the  houses,  outhouses,  gardens,  Orchards,  and  other 
Appurtencs.  kc.  Also  my  whole  Island  called  Mockon  with  all  houses  and  Ap- 
purtenncs.  thereunto  belonging  for  the  whole  k  Sole  benefit  of  her  Stock,  And  all 
other  profitts,  priviledges  and  Immunities  that  may  any  way  Appertaine  or  belonge 
unto  the  Same  duringe  her  Naturall  life:  And  after  her  decease  to  my  Grandson 
John  Custis  And  to  the  heires  male  of  his  body  for  ever:  And  for  want  of  Such  Issue 
then  to  the  next  of  my  Kindred  but  heires  male  for  ever. 

“Item  I  give  Will  and  bequeath  unto  my  Said  Grandson  John  Custis  these  fol¬ 
lowing  Negroes  hereafter  Named  (that  is  to  Say)  Jeffery,  Bess,  A  boy  child,  Peter, 
Mall,  Tucker,  Sarah,  Nanney,  Young  Daniel,  Sandy,  Gustiea,  Bab  k  Tom  Sarah  to 
bee  delivered  him  with  their  increase  att  the  Age  of  one  and  Twenty  years  And  till 
then  my  aforesaid  Wife  Tabitha  Custis  to  have  the  profit  and  benefit  of  my  Said 
Grandsons  Negroes  for  his  more  liberall  Mainetenance  and  Education:  And  for 
that  Lookinge  after  and  takeinge  care  of  his  Stock:  I  Doe  also  give  Will  devise  and 
bequeath  my  Island  called  Smiths  Island  wholly  to  my  Said  Grandson  John  Custis: 
And  to  the  heires  Male  of  his  body  for  ever:  And  for  want  of  Such  Issue  then  to  the 
next  of  my  Kindred  but  heires  male  for  ever:  My  Will  also  further  is  That  my  Said 
Grandson  John  Custis  have  the  greate  Dutch  Presse  and  the  Gilded  looking  Glasse 
in  the  dineing  Roome  of  my  Mansion  house  Arlington. 

“Item  All  the  rest  of  my  Lands,  houses  or  plantacons,  wheresoever  or  whatso¬ 
ever  I  give  to  my  Son  John  Custis  and  to  his  heires  for  ever:  To  Say  All  Such  as  are 
not  before  in  this  my  Will  otherwise  disposed  of:  And  it  is  likewise  my  Will  and 
desire  And  I  doe  hereby  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Said  Son  All  my  Wearing  Ap¬ 
parrell  what  Soever  my  owne  Diamond  Ring,  &:  pockett  Watch,  Swords  k  Belts,  my 
owne  Ryding  Saddle  wth.  Holsters  pistolls  k  furniture  thereunto  belonging  All 
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which  are  to  be  wholly  at  his  owne  disposall,  As  also  my  owne  Ryding  horse  to  my 
Said  Son. 

“Item  My  Will  is  That  my  Executors.  hereafter  Nominated  Doe  lay  out  and 
Expend  Tenn  pounds  sterling  on  mourning  Rings  and  bestow  them  on  Such 
friends  as  they  Shall  thinke  fitt. 

“Item  I  will  and  desire  and  doe  hereby  further  give  Will  and  bequeath  unto 
my  Deare  &:  loving  wife  Tabitha  Custis  aforesaid  her  owne  Ryding  horse  with  Sad¬ 
dles  &:  furniture  Appertaining  to  them. 

“Item  My  Will  is  That  All  my  Stocks  of  Cattle  Sheepe  horses  &  Mares  (not 
herein  already  disposed  of)  Att  all  or  any  of. my  plantacons  or  Islands  whatsoever: 
I  give  bestow  and  bequeath  in  Equall  Thirds  betwixt  my  Said  Wife  Tabitha  Custis, 
my  Sonne  Jn°.  Custis  R:  my  Grandson  John  Custis  to  bee  Equally  devided  betweene 
them  (only  my  Said  wife  to  have  her  first  choice  of  every  several!  devision)  and  soe 
to  remaine  to  them  respectively  with  all  their  increase  male  and  female. 

“Item  All  the  rest  of  my  Estate  whatsoever  either  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  Eng¬ 
land,  Scotland,  Ireland,  or  Else  where,  whether  in  moneys,  plate.  Merchandizes, 
goods,  debts,  Servants,  Chatties  Reall,  and  Chatties  personal!  of  what  nature  or 
kinde  soever  not  before  herein  bequeathed  or  given  away  (After  one  hundred 
pounds  Sterlinge  money  of  the  Kingdome  of  England  Sett  Apart  or  the  full  Value 
thereof  which  I  desire  my  Son  to  take  care  and  see  that  it  bee  duely  remitted  &:  paid 
as  occasion  requires  for  Maintenance  of  his  childe  my  Grandson  John  Custis  at 
board  &  Schoole  in  England)  I  give  bestow  and  bequeath  in  Equall  halfes  betwixt 
my  Said  loving  wife  Tabitha  Custis  and  my  Said  Son  John  Custis  (only  my  Said 
wife  to  have  her  first  choice  of  every  Severall  devision)  And  I  Doe  hereby  Nomi¬ 
nate  Appointe  and  make  my  Said  wife  Tabitha  Custis  and  my  Said  Son  John  Cus¬ 
tis  Executors.  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testamk  And  Lastly  in  Testimony  and  con- 
firmacon  whereof  I  have  hereto  Subscribed  my  hand  and  putt  to  my  Seale  to  this 
my  said  Will  beinge  Two  severall  sheets  of  paper  Marked  at  the  bottome  No.  1 
N°.  -j  And  Doe  publish  this  for  my  last  Will  and  Testamf  in  the  pr.sence  of  these 
persons  Underwritten  whome  I  purposely  sent  for  and  desire  to  Witnes  the  Same. 


Jn».  Custis  (SEAL) 

“These  two  Severall  Sheets  of 
paper  Signed  and  Sealed  by 
the  Said  John  Custis  Esqr.  as 
also  published  and  declared 
by  him  as  his  last  Will  and 
Testamt.  and  none  other  in 
pr.sence  of  us 

John  Robins  Ffr:  Nicholson 

Dan:  Neech  Ffrances  Waterson 

Esther  Robins  Margaret  Neech 

the  marke  of 
Eliz:  W  Waterson 


“Northton.  ss:  February  the  Tenth  Adorn  1695/6  The  Said  day  Madam  Tabitha 
Custis  the  widow  of  the  Honol3le.  Coll.  John  Custis  deceased  pr.sented  his  Last  Will 
&Testamk  To  the  Court  for  probate  thereof  To  which  probacon  was  made  in  open 
Court  by  the  Corporall  Oathes  of  Major.  Jno.  Robins  Daniel  Neech  and  Margaret 
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his  Wife  And  Approved  and  Allowed  of  by  the  Court  As  an  Authentick  probate 
And  Ordered  to  bee  Recorded. 

Test.  Dan:  Neech  Cl  Cu:  Co.  Norths.” 

Tabitha  (Scarburgh)  Smart-Brown-Custis-Hill  died  in  1717,  as  shown  by  the  date  and 
probate  of  her  will,  which  follows. 

WILL  OF  TABITHA  HILL,  proved  1717/8. 

She  was  Tabitha  (Scarborough)  Smart-Brown-Custis-Hill. 

[Accomack  County  Records,  Accomac,  Va.,  Deeds  and  Wills,  1715-1729,  page  38]: 

Will  of  Tabitha  (Scarburgh)  Smart-Brown-Custis-Hill,  dated  23  August,  1717, 
proved  January  7,  1717/8. 

“In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  the  23thd  day  of  August  Anoq  Dom  1717  I  Tabi¬ 
tha  Hill  of  ye  County  of  Accomack  being  Sick  in  body  but  of  perfect  sence  &c.  and 
Considering  ye  Transitoryness  of  this  life  &  that  all  fllesh  must  yeild  to  Death  when 
it  pleases  God  to  Call  doe  make  this  my  Last  will  &  Testament  In  maner  &  form 
hollowing  Revoking  &  makeing  Void  by  these  presents  all  wills  by  me  heretofore 
made. 

“Impr  I  Give  &  Comitt  my  soul  to  almighty  God  In  whome  &  by  ye  Meritts  of 
my  Saviour  Christ  1  trust  to  be  saved  &  Injoy  Etarnall  Life  and  my  body  to  be 
buryed  In  such  Decent  order  as  shall  Seem  meet  to  my  Executrs.  hereafter  Named  &: 
for  Settleing  my  Temperal  Estate  &  Goods  wch  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bestoe  on  me 
I  doe  order  and  Give  in  maner  {following  my  will  is  yk  my  Just  debts  be  all  first 
paid. 

“Item  I  Give  &  bequeath  unto  my  great  Grandson  Thomas  Custis  seven  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  Land  Lying  Neare  ye  place  Called  ye  White  Marsh  the  Sd.  Land  being 
part  of  ye  Devident  of  Land  wch.  I  sold  to  William  Parker  John  Perry  &  Severall  oth¬ 
ers  prsons  in  Sd.  County  to  him  ye  Sd.  Custis  &  his  heires  for  Ever. 

“Item  I  Give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Great  Grandson  Thomas  Custis  my  Ne¬ 
gro  man  called  Isaack  my  Negro  woman  Called  Beck  &  my  Negro  boy  Called  Jacob 
to  him  yc  Sd.  Custis  &  his  heires  ffor  Ever. 

“Item  I  Give  R:  bequeath  unto  Anne  Custis  ye  wife  of  my  Sd.  Grandson 
Thomas  Custis  my  Wearing  Stays  Imbroidered  wth.  Gold  and  also  my  Wearing 
black  Suit  of  Silk  Cloaths  &:  black  Stays  Sett  wth.  bugles  with  one  Cloath  of  Silver 
petty  Coat  Desiring  her  ye  sd.  Anne  to  Weare  ye  same. 

“Item  I  Give  &  bequeath  unto  my  Great  Grandson  Thomas  Custis  all  ye  Resi¬ 
due  of  my  Estate  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever  in  Virginia  England  or  Else  where 
Excepting  my  wearing  Apparell  not  already  Disposed  off  wch.  I  shall  Give  by  word 
of  Mouth. 

“Item  I  ordaine  Constitute  &  appointe  my  Great  Grand  son  Thomas  Custis 
whole  &  sole  Executor  of  this  my  Last  Will  &  Testament  In  Confirmation  of  all  & 
Every  part  of  yc  above  Will  &  Testamk  the  Sd.  Tabitha  Hill  hath  hereunto  sett  her 
hand  &  affixed  her  seale  ye  day  &  year  above  Written 

Tabitha  Hill  (SEAL) 

“Signed  Sealed  &  Published 
In  Psence  of  us 
John  Morrogh 
Elizabeth  Tilney.” 
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“The  within  Last  Will  &:  Testamt:  of  Madm.  Tabitha  Hill  was  proved  in 
open  Cort.  of  Accomack  County  by  the  oaths  of  John  Morrogh  &  Elizabeth  Tilney 
the  two  witnesses  to  ye  same  Janry.  ye:  7th:  1717  wch.  ye  Cort  Admitted  to  Record 


“Teste:  Cha:  Snead  Cl:  Cur: 
Cha:  Snead  Cl:  Cur: 


Com  Accomk. 


“Recorded  Janry:  ye:  23d:  1717.” 


“A  Copy- 


Teste:  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.  Clerk. 

By  Susie  T.  Grant,  Deputy.” 


GENERATION  III. 

Col.  John3  Custis  of  “Wilsonia”,  only  child  of  Major  General  John  Custis  of  “Arling¬ 
ton”,  by  his  firt  wife,  Elizabeth  Robinson,  was  born  in  the  year  1653,  proven  by  his  tomb¬ 
stone  inscription.  He  lived  on  his  estate  in  Wilsonia  Neck,  Northampton  County,  Virginia, 
the  paternal  estate  “Arlington”,  having  been  bequeathed  to  his  stepmother,  Tabitha,  for 
life,  and  at  her  death,  to  his  son,  Col.  John1  Custis.  Like  his  forbears,  he  became  a  promi¬ 
nent  official  and  following  is  a  list  of  his  services. 

[Virginia  Colonial  Militia,  page  105]: 

Colonel  John  Custis  was  commander  of  Horse  Militia  in  Accomack  County, 
Va.  in  the  year  1680. 

[Virginia  Colonial  Militia,  page  107]: 

Colonel  John  Custis  was  Colonel  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  Northampton 
County,  Virginia  in  1680. 

[Colo?iial  Register  of  Virginia,  pages  85,  8gandgi]: 

Captain  John  Custis  represented  Northampton  County,  Virginia,  in  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  House  of  Burgesses  at  sessions  which  began  November  2,  1685,  March  2, 
ihg2-g3  and  Sept.  24,  i6g6. 

[Register,  Maryland  Society  Colonial  Dames  of  America,  page  151]: 

Colonel  John  Custis  was  a  member  of  the  Governor’s  Council  of  Virginia  in 

l699- 

Colonel  John  Custis  of  “Wilsonia”  tvas  twice  married,  first  to  Margaret  Michael  (the 
W  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Michael  and  his  first  wife  Elizabeth  Thorogood,  of  Northampton 

Co.,  Va.)  who  was  the  mother  of  his  children.  His  second  wife  was  Sarah  (Littleton)  Mi¬ 
chael  (born  i66g,  died  18  Apr.,  1720)  widow  of  Adam  Michael  (who  was  a  brother  to  his 
first  wife)  and  a  daughter  of  Col.  Southey  Littleton.  She  left  no  Custis  children. 

[Accomack  County  Records,  Vol.  i682-i6g7,  page  223]: 

“November  17,  iGgi.  Deed,  John  Custis,  Junior,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  to  Rich¬ 
ard  Waters  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  love  and  affection.  For  land 
left  by  will  of  Colonel  Southey  Littleton,  to  his  daughter  the  said  Sarah  Custis.” 
Recital  shows  that  Colonel  Littleton  left  daughters,  Hester,  Sara,  Elizabeth  and 
Garthright. 
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The  proof  of  the  marriage  of  Margaret  Michael  is  found  in  the  will  of  her  father,  Capt. 
John  Michael,  who  calls  Mr.  John  Custis,  Junr.,  the  husband  of  his  daughter  Margaret. 
[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Orders.  Wills,  ire.  No.  io,  page  236].  SEE 
MICHAEL  MANUSCRIPT. 

Col.  Custis,  on  February  6,  1699,  deeded  by  gift  to  his  son,  Henry  Custis,  600  acres  in 
Accomack  County,  Va.,  at  Mosongoes,  which  land  formerly  belonged  to  Mr.  John  Michael, 
and  then  to  his  son  Adam  Michael,  who  left  it  by  will  to  his  wife,  Sarah  Michael,  who  mar¬ 
ried  second,  as  his  second  wife,  Col.  John  Custis  of  “Wilsonia”. 

The  Deed  of  Gift  follows: 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.]: 

Deed  of  Gift  of  Col.  John  Custis  of  “Wilsonia”  to  his  son,  Henry  Custis,  dated  6 

Feb.,  1699,  recorded  19  May,  1714. 

“To  all  Christian  People  to  whom  these  Presents  and  Deed  of  gift  Shall  Come 
Greeting  Know  yee,  That  wee  John  Custis  of  Northampton  County  in  Virginia 
Gent,  and  Sarah  Custis  Lawfull  wife  of  the  Said  John  Custis,  for  divers  causes  and 
Consideracons  us  thereunto  moveing;  But  more  Especially  for  the  naturall  Love 
and  affection  wee  bare  to  our  well  beloved  Son  Henry  Custis  Doe  give,  grant  make 
over  confirme  and  deliver,  like  as  by  these  presents  wee  have  given  granted  made 
over  confirmed  and  Delivrd  unto  our  Said  Son  Henry  Custis  his  heirs  and  assigns 
for  Ever  one  Tract  or  parcell  of  Land  Sittuate  Lying  and  being  in  Accomack 
County  at  Mosongoes  Conteining  Six  hundred  Acres,  (more  or  less)  which  Land 
formerly  belonged  unto  Mr  John  Mickale  Sen  late  of  Northampton  County  de¬ 
ceased  and  by  him  Leased  to  Howel  Gladen,  which  Land  came  to  Adam  Michall 
as  Son  and  heire  to  the  Said  John  Michall  and  by  the  Last  Will  &  Testament  of 
the  Said  Adam  given  to  his  wife  Sarah  Michall  now  the  wife  of  the  Said  John  Cus¬ 
tis  To  have  and  to  hould  the  Said  Tract  or  parcell  of  Land  with  all  profits  and  ad¬ 
vantages — thereunto  belonging  according  to  the  bounds  thereof  In  as  full  and  as 
ample  maner  as  wee  or  either  of  us  might  or  Could  Injoy  to  him  the  Said  Henry 
Custis  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  Ever;  alwayes  Provided  and  it  is  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  Said  Deed  of  Gift  that  wee  the  Said  John  Custis  and  Sarah  his 
wife  doe  Reserve  to  themselves  dureing  their  Naturall  Lives  the  Sole  benefit  of 
the  said  Land  we  or  either  of  us  or  our  assignes  makeing  use  of  the  timber,  but  for 
the  use  of  the  Sd  Land  and  Plantation  the  Said  Henry  Custis  his  heirs  or  assigns 
makeing  use  in  the  meantime  of  what  Timber  he  or  they  pleaseth  In  Witness 
whereof  and  all  and  Singular  other  the  premises  wee  have  hereunto  Set  our  hands 
and  affixed  our  Seals  this  Sixth  day  of  ffebruary  anno  Dorn:  one  thousand  Six  hun¬ 
dred  ninety  and  nine  and  in  the  eleventh  yeare  of  the  Reign  of  our  Soveraign 
Lord  William  the  Third  by  the  grace  of  God  of  England  Scotland  finance  and 
Ireland  King  defender  of  the  ffaith  &c. 

Jno  Custis  Ye  Seal 

“Sealed  and  delivrd 

in  presence  of  Sarah  Custis  ye  Seal 

Jno  Washbourne 
Southy  Littleton 

“The  above  written  acknowledged  in  open  Cort  of  Accomack  County  ffebru- 
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ary  the  6[h  1699  by  Coll  John  Custis  and  Sarah  his  wife  as  their  Reall  acts  and 
Deeds  to  Mr  Henry  Custis 

“Recorded  “Teste  Jn°  Washbourne  Cl  Cur  J  _  .  k 

ffebruary  the  12th  1699  p  me  Jn°  Washbourne  Cl  Cur  j  °  ccom 

“THIS  INDENTURE  made  ye:  Twenty  ninth  day  of  Aprill  in  ye:  Thir¬ 
teenth  yeare  of  yc  reign  of  our  Soverign  Lady  ANNE  by  ye:  grace  of  God  of  Great 
Brittain  ffrance  &  Ireland  Queen  defender  of  yc:  faith  8cc  Anno  ye:  Domini  one 
Thousand  Seven  hundred  8c  fourteen  Between  Yardly  Michael  (heir  at  Law  to 
his  father  Mr  John  Michael  S1)  of  Northampton  County  in  Virginia  of  ye:  one 
part  and  Henry  Custis  of  Accomack  County  of  yc:  other  part  Witnesseth  yp  ye: 
Said  Yardly  Michael  as  heir  aforesaid  for  divers  Good  Causes  and  considerations 
me  thereunto  moveing  but  more  Especially  for  ye;  Consideration  of  Tenn  Thou¬ 
sand  pounds  of  Tobaco  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  Henry  Custis  before  ye 
Sealing  and  delivery  of  these  presents  ye:  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  acknowledge 
8c  do  fully  freely  8c  Clearly  acquitt  exonerate  8c  discharge  ye;  ST  Henry  Custis  his 
heirs  Ex™  8c  adm's  8c  Every  of  them  for  Every  part  8c  parcell  thereof  have  abend 
bargained  &  Sold,  enfeoffed  8c  Confirmed  8c  by  these  presents  do  alien,  bargain  sell 
enfeoffe  and  Confirm  unto  ye:  Said  Henry  Custis  his  heirs  8c  assignes  for  Ever  Sixe 
Hundred  Acres  of  Land  more  or  Less  sictuate  lying  8c  being  at  Masongoes  in  Ac¬ 
comack  County  being  ye:  plantation  whereon  Edward  Gunter  now  lives.  Which 
Land  was  Given  by  my  father  Mr;  John  Michael  unto  my  Brother  John  Michael 
by  will  to  him  8c  his  heirs  male  for  Ever  and  by  the  death  of  my  aforescl  Brother  re¬ 
verted  unto  my  Brother  Adam  Michael  as  heir  at  Law  to  him  8c  by  my  brother  Adam 
Michael  in  his  will  given  to  his  wife  Sarah  Michael  who  married  with  John  Custis 
Esqr:  8c  by  them  Given  unto  ye  said  Henry  Custis  as  by  a  deed  of  Gift  in  Accomack 
County  records  more  Largely  will  appear  To  Have  and  to  Hold  ye:  ST  Sixe  hun¬ 
dred  Acres  of  Land  be  it  more  or  Less  According  to  ye:  Ancient  bounds  thereof 
with  all  woods  under  woods  Houses  Edifices,  Orchards  Gardens  fences  Feedings 
pastures  waters  8c  water  Courses  8c  all  other  profitts  8c  advantages  whatsoever  There¬ 
unto  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining  unto  him  ye  Said  Henry  Custis  his 
heirs  8c  Assignes  for  Ever  and  to  his  and  their  proper  use  8c  behoofe  absolutely 
without  any  Contradiction  or  power  of  evasion  in  any  wise  whatsoever  so  y[ 
neither  I  yc:  ST  Yardly  Michael  as  heir  at  Law  to  my  aforesT  father  or  other  wise, 
my  heirs  Ex™:  Adm™:  or  assignes  or  Any  person  or  persons  for  me  or  in  ye:  name 
of  me  or  11s  or  Either  of  us  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  Shall  or  may  ask  Claime 
Challenge  or  demand  in  or  to  ye:  premises  or  Any  part  thereof  Any  right  Title  or 
Interests  whatsoever,  but  I  ye:  ST  Yardly  Michael  as  heir  aforesd  my  heirs  and 
Assigns  be  utterly  Excluded  8:  debarred  for  Ever,  Further  I  yc:  ST  Yardly  Michael 
my  heirs  8c  ca  ye:  aforesT  sixe  hundred  Acres  of  Land  heretofore  granted  bar¬ 
gained  8c  Sold  with  ye:  appurtenances  Shall  8c  will  for  Ever  warrant  8c  defend  to 
ye:  ST  Henry  Custis  his  heirs  8:  Assignes  against  me  ye:  ST  Yardly  Michael  my 
heirs  Ex™  Adm™:  and  Assignes  or  Any  person  or  persons  Claiming  by  from  or 
under  us  always  PROVIDED  8c  in  it  is  ye:  true  Intent  8c  meaning  yp  my  Sister  in 
Law  Mrs.  Sarah  Custis  have  her  life  in  ye:  ST  Land  as  is  reserved  to  her  by  yc: 
aforesaid  deed  of  Gift  unto  ye:  ST  Henry  Custis  as  therein  more  plainly  may  ap¬ 
pear  8c  further  I  ye:  said  Yardly  Michael  at  yc:  ensealing  8c  delivery  of  these  pres- 


< 

•  ! 


' 


CUSTIS 


527 


U 


B-J 


& 

ii* 


ents  had  good  power  full  right  8c  Lawfull  Authority  to  Grant  bargain  Sell  8c  Con¬ 
vey  all  8c  singular  ye;  before  Granted  with  ye:  appurtenances  unto  ye:  sd  Henry 
Custis  his  heirs  8c  Assigns  for  Ever  8c  that  yc:  sd:  Henry  Custis  his  heirs  8c  assigns 
8c  every  of  them  shall  8c  may  by  force  8c  virtue  of  these  presents  from  time  to  time 
8c  at  all  times  hereafter  Lawfully  peaceably  8c  quietly  have  hold  use  occupy  possess 
8c  enjoy  ye:  Sd:  sixe  hundred  Acres  of  Land  and  premises  with  their  8c  every  of 
their  rights  members  8c  appurtenances  8c  Shall  receive  8c  take  ye:  rent  Issues  8c 
profhts  of  ye:  Same  to  his  8c  their  proper  use  &  behoofe  for  ever,  without  ye:  Lett 
Suit  denyall  8c  Interruption  evasion  of  me  yc:  said  Yardly  Michael  my  heirs  8cca 
after  ye:  the  decease  of  my  aforesd:  Sister  Sarah  Custis,  and  for  ye:  further  Assur¬ 
ance  of  ye:  Sd:  Land  unto  the  Said  Henry  Custis  his  heirs  8c  Assigns  for  ever  I  ye: 
Sd:  Yardly  Michael  do  make  Livery  8c  Seizing  thereof  as  ye:  Law  in  Such  Cases 
Directs  to  him  ye:  Sd  Henry  Custis  of  ye:  Sd  Land  8c  put  ye:  Sd  Henry  Custis  in 
actuall  possession  of  ye:  same  In  Witness  whereof  I  ye:  Sd  Yardly  Michael  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  8c  affixed  my  Seale  ye:  day  8c  year  above  written. 


“Signed  Sealed  8c  delivered  in 
ye.  presence  of 

Sarah  Custis 

Sarah  Custis  Littleton 

Joseph  Dent 


Yardly  Michael  [SEAL] 


Recorded  May 

19th:  1714  p  Cha:  Snead  Cl  Cur 


“The  within  deed  of  saile  of  Land  was  Acknowledged  in  open  Cort  of  Acco¬ 
mack  County  by  Yardly  Michael  as  his  act  &  deed  to  Henry  Custis  May  ye:  4th: 
1714  wch:  ye:  Cort  admitted  to  Record. 

Cha:  Snead  Cl  Cur)  Con  Accomk 

“Robert  R  vaulx  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  yl  I  Anne  Mi- 

signum  [  chael  Lawfull  wife  of  yL‘:  above  named  Yardly  Mi¬ 

chael  doe  by  these  presents  Surrender  all  my  Right 
Title  or  Interest  of  ye:  above  mentioned  sixe  hundred  acres  of  Land  with  all  ye: 
above  mentioned  priviledges  to  ye:  Said  Henry  Custis  his  heirs  8c  assigns  for  Ever. 
Whether  it  be  Right  of  Dower  or  any  other  Claime  or  Interest  whatever  as  witness 
my  hand  8c  seal  yc:  day  8c  yeare  above  written. 

si  gnu  m 

Anne  +  Michael  [Seal] 

“Signed  Sealed  8c  delivered  in  ye:  presente 
of  ye.  word  Seal  first  Interlined 
Sarah  Custis 
Sarah  Custis  Littleton 
Joseph  Dent 

“The  within  relinquishing  of  Dower  of 
Anne  Michael  was  Recorded  by  ye: 
Request  of  Mr:  Henry  Custis 
“Tes^:  Cha:  Snead  Cl:  Cor:  }  Con  AccomL” 

“Recorded  May  ye:  19th: 

1714 
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“State  of  Virginia, 

County  of  Accomack,  to-wit:- 

“I,  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  Acco¬ 
mack,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  are  true  tran¬ 
scripts  from  the  records  of  the  said  Court. 

“In  Testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  annex  the  seal  of  the  said  Court,  this  17th  day 
(SEAL)  of  January,  A.D.,  1927,  and  in  the  151st  year  of 

our  Commonwealth. 

John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk.” 

Col.  Custis  died  January  26,  1713,  and  the  following  inscription  is  from  his  tomb  on 
Wilsonia  Neck,  Northampton  Co.,  Virginia. 

[William  and  Mary  Quarterly  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  3,  page  258-259]: 

“Here  lyeth  ye  body  of  John  Custis,  Esq.,  one  of  the  council  of  Virginia  colo¬ 
nel,  and  commander  in  Chief  of  the  Militia  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  this  coloney. 
He  was  the  son  of  the  Hon.  John  Custis,  of  Arlington,  and  departed  this  life  26th 
of  January,  1713,  and  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age.  His  first  wife  was  Margerett, 
ye  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Michaell,  by  whome  he  had  seven  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  who  with  three  of  their  sons  lies  near  him.  His  second  wife  was  Sarah,  the 
daughter  of  Colonel  Southy  Littleton,  and  widow  of  Mr.  Adam  Michaell,  who 
survived  him,  but  hopes  to  be  buried  by  him  when  she  dies,  as  was  his  desire. 
Which  accordingly  now  she  is,  and  departed  this  life  the  18th  day  of  April,  Anno 
Domini,  1720,  and  in  the  fifty  first  year  of  her  age.” 

WILL  OF  COL.  JOHN  CUSTIS  OF  “WILSONIA”,  proved  1713/4. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Eastville,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  Wills,  Deeds  &c.  ijn-iji8  (No. 
M)>  page  58]: 

Will  of  Col.  John  Custis  of  “Wilsonia”,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  dated  3  December, 
1708  proved  16  March,  1713/4. 

“In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  I  John  Custis  Esquire  of  Northampton  County 
in  Virginia  being  at  Present  In  perfect  Health  and  Sound  In  memory  Thanks  be 
to  God  The  Almighty  but  Considering  the  State  of  mankind  How  Sone  They  are 
Taken  out  of  this  Life  and  being  willing  to  Settle  those  worldly  goods  God  of  His 
Infinite  mercy  and  goodness  far  beyond  my  Deserts  He  Hath  bestoed  upon  me  Doe 
make  ordaine  and  Apoint  this  my  Last  will  and  Testament  Revoking  all  former 
wills  and  Deeds  of  gift  Whatever — 

“Imprimis — I  give  my  Soule  to  God  That  gave  it  to  me  my  Body  I  give  to  the 
Earth  from  whence  it  Came  to  Have  a  Decent  Buriall  at  the  Discretion  of  my  Ex¬ 
ecutors  Hereafter  Named  no  ways  Doubting  through  the  mercy  and  merrits  of  my 
Deare  Saviour  Christ  Jesus  to  Have  a  Joyfull  Resurrection. 

“Item — my  will  and  Desire  is  That  my  deare  and  Loving  Wife  Sarah  Custis 
Live  Duering  her  Pleasure  at  my  now  Dwelling  House  and  Plantation  at  Hungars 
not  to  be  Disturbed  by  any  Pretense  what  ever  while  She  Liveth  but  if  it  please 
God  she  marries,  Her  Husband  Immediately  Enter  into  Bond  with  Security  to 
Keepe  all  the  Houseing  fencing  and  Plantacon  in  good  repaire  and  in  Case  of 
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Failure  my  Son  Hancock  Custis  or  His  Heirs  Enter  into  the  said  House  and  Plan¬ 
tation  the  Bond  to  be  made  to  Hancock  Custis  or  His  Heirs  in  The  Sum  of  Five 
Hundred  pounds  Sterling. 

“Item — My  will  and  Desir  is  That  my  Deare  Wife  Sarah  Custis  have  besides 
what  I  Shall  Hereafter  give  Her  the  Feather  bed  and  Furniture  wee  Usely  Lye  on 
one  paire  of  good  Sheets  one  paire  of  Blanketts  Her  Choice  of  all  my  Riding 
Horses  with  Her  Riding  Furniture  with  Her  Choice  of  Any  Copper  Kettle  She 
Please. 

“Item — I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Saide  Deare  Wife  all  the  Negros  and 
Slaves  of  what  Sort  Soever  that  I  Had  with  Her  I  likewise  give  Her  my  mallato 
woman  Chocolat  with  all  Her  Increase  that  She  now  Hath  or  Shall  Have  my 
Negro  man  Named  Peter  and  Trout  and  my  Girl  Denis  to  Her  and  Her  Heirs  for 
ever. 

“Item— I  Lend  to  my  Saide  Wife  During  Her  Widdowhood  my  Negro  man 
Called  Michall  my  Indian  woman  Called  Sarah  and  my  Mallato  Girl  Called 
Emanuell  But  in  Case  of  my  Said  wifes  Death  or  Marriage  then  the  Said  Slaves 
to  return  to  those  I  Shall  Hereafter  give  them  to  in  this  will  and  my  Negro  man 
Bristoll  During  Her  Widdowhood  this  with  my  Hand. 

“Item— My  will  and  Desire  is  That  what  goods  Housestuf  Cattle  And  Sheep 
I  have  Hereafter  given  to  my  Children  the  Like  propotionable  Part  Shall  be  Sett 
apart  for  my  now  Wife  before  the  rest  of  my  Estate  be  Devided  the  particulars  of 
which  I  shall  Hereafter  Insert. 

“Item— I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Son  John  Custis  my  Chiconessox  planta¬ 
tion  with  all  the  Stock  That  Shall  be  found  thereon  of  what  Nature  Soe  Ever  to 
Him  and  His  Heirs  for  Ever  I  Likewise  give  to  my  Saide  Son  Arlington  House 
togeather  with  two  Hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  Land  thereto  belonging  which  I 
Bought  of  Mr.  William  Willit  and  Have  Patent  for  it  in  my  owne  Name  With  the 
Appurtiances  thereto  belonging  to  Him  and  His  Fleirs  for  Ever. 

“Item — I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  my  Saide  Son  all  my  Stock  of  Made  Cattle 
that  Be  found  Upon  Smith  Island  and  Mockcon  Island  after  my  Decease  I  Say 
Made  Cattle  with  my  owne  Hand. 

“Item — I  Likewise  give  and  bequeath  Unto  my  Saide  Son  one  Large  Silver 
Dish  Six  Large  Silver  plates  one  Large  Silver  Bason  two  Silver  Candle  Sticks 
with  a  Silver  Snufe  Dish  and  two  Silver  Snufery  one  good  feather  Bed  and  Fur¬ 
niture  and  the  Second  Choice  of  my  Riding  Horses  my  Best  Sadie  and  Furnerture 
and  His  Choice  of  my  Cases  of  Pistolls  and  Holsters  and  my  Best  Sword  to  Him 
and  His  Heirs  for  Ever. 

“Item — I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  my  Son  Hancock  Custis  after  my  Deare 
Wifes  Decease  or  Relinkeshment  my  now  Dwelling  House  and  plantation  Con¬ 
taining  fifteen  Hundred  Acres  of  Land  with  all  the  appurtiances  there  unto  Be¬ 
longing  During  His  Naturall  Life  together  with  That  Track  of  Land  I  Bought  of 
Captain  Isaac  Foxcraft  Containing  by  Estamation  three  Hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  Land  be  the  Same  more  or  Less  Comonly  Called  and  Known  by  the  Davis  with 
that  Land  I  Bought  of  Perce  Davis  which  makes  Upon  that  Quantity  and  after 
His  Decease  to  the  Heirs  of  His  Body  Lawfully  begotten  That  is  to  Say  it  is  my 
true  Intent  and  Meaning  that  my  Saide  Son  Hath  power  to  Devide  the  Saide 
Land  between  two  of  His  Isue  maile  How  and  what  Quantity  He  Shall  Think  fitt 
and  they  to  Injoy  it  and  their  Heirs  for  Ever  But  if  it  Should  Happen  that  my 
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Said  Son  Should  Dye  with  out  Heirs  Male  Then  I  give  it  to  His  Heirs  Female  and 
Their  Heirs  for  Ever  but  for  want  of  Such  Heirs  to  my  Heirs  att  Common  Law 
for  Ever,  [meaning  his  brothers  and  sisters.] 

“Item — I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  my  Said  Son  Hancock  Custis  and  His 
Heirs  for  Ever  my  Plantacon  at  Jolys  Rock  In  Accomack  County  Containing  by 
Eastamation  two  Thousand  Acres  of  Land  togeather  with  three  Hundred  acres  of 
Swampe  Low  Land  Lying  neare  the  Land  I  Sould  to  William  Bradwater  Which  I 
have  Reserved  for  timber  for  the  Supply  of  the  two  Thousand  Acres  of  Land 
which  I  give  to  my  Said  Son  and  His  Heirs  for  Ever  But  it  is  my  will  And  Desire 
that  my  now  Wife  Sarah  Custis  Have  free  Liberty  of  Range  of  Twenty  Steers  Dur¬ 
ing  Her  Naturall  Life  all  the  Rest  of  my  Land  Lying  att  Pocomock  that  I  Shall 
not  be  Disposed  of  in  my  Life  time  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Son  John  Custis 
and  His  Heirs  and  Asigns  for  Ever. 

“Item— I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  my  Son  Hancock  Custis  beside  what  already 
I  have  given  Him  those  Following  Negros  and  Slaves  (Viz)  Simon,  Dunn,  Harry, 
Bristow,  Michall  and  Emanuell  all  ways  Excepted  that  my  Wife  Have  the  Use  of 
the  Said  Michall  and  Emanuell  as  before  expressed  in  my  will  and  Bristoll. 

“Item— I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  my  Son  Henry  Custis  five  Hundred  and 
fifty  Acres  of  Land  on  Jongoateage  Island  which  I  had  of  Capton  William  Kendall 
togeather  with  an  Island  adjoining  thereto  by  a  bridge  Comonly  Called  and  Known 
by  the  name  of  Wild  Catt  Island  by  Estamation  two  Hundred  and  fifty  Acres  of 
Land  with  all  marshes  and  other  Advantages  Thereto  belonging  to  Him  the  Scl 
Henry  Custis  and  His  Heirs  and  Assigns  for  Ever  all  ways  Provided  and  it  is  my 
Will  and  Desire  that  my  now  Wife  Have  Liberty  of  Range  for  twenty  Steers  Upon 
the  Sd  Island  During  Her  Naturall  Life  With  Free  Liberty  of  Bringing  of  and 
Carreing  on  At  Her  Plesure. 

“Item— I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  my  Said  Son  Henry  Custis  the  sd  Following 
negros  And  Slaves  (viz)  Daniell  at  Pocomock,  Ben,  Bull,  Jack,  Rufby,  the  Boy  Will, 
Bridgett  and  I.ankester  to  Him  the  Said  Henry  Custis  His  Heirs  and  Asigns  for 
Ever. 

“Item — I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  my  two  Daughters  Elizabeth  Custis  and  Sor- 
rowfull  Margaret  Kendall  five  Hundred  acres  of  Land  which  I  Bought  of  Henry 
Towles  Lying  and  being  on  Jongoteage  Island  in  Accomack  County  togeather  with 
an  Island  that  I  Bought  of  Jak  Moress  in  the  Said  County  Containing  By  Estima¬ 
tion  three  Hundred  Acres  of  Land  and  Marsh  to  be  Held  in  Common  between  the 
two  Sisters  During  There  Naturall  Lives  and  after  There  Decease  to  any  two  Chil¬ 
dren  of  There  Bodys  Lawfully  begotten  and  if  it  Should  Happen  that  Either  of  my 
Said  two  Daughters  Should  Dye  without  isue  then  Her  part  to  be  and  Remaine  to 
the  Isue  Living  of  Either  of  There  Bodyse  there  Heirs  for  Ever  and  in  Case  of 
Failure  of  Any  Such  Heire  then  I  give  and  bequeath  the  Said  Land  to  my  Son 
Henry  Custis  His  Heirs  and  Asigns  for  Ever  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  my 
will  is  if  the  Isue  of  Either  or  Both  my  Said  Daughters  Enter  Upon  the  premises  at 
full  age  then  They  or  Either  of  Them  Enjoy  the  Said  Land  and  There  Heirs  for 
Ever  my  meaning  is  that  my  Daughters  or  There  now  Plusbands  give  the  Land 
above  given  to  which  Child  They  please  of  my  Daughters  Body  Begotten. 

“Item— I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  my  Daughter  Elizabeth  Custis  these  follow¬ 
ing  Negroe  Slaves  (viz)  George,  Suntoe,  Danviell  Her  Son,  Lucresia  Her  Daughter, 
Hamnone,  Indian  Sarah  and  her  Son  Jene  and  Noffe  to  Her  During  Her  Naturall 
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Life  and  for  the  Life  of  Her  Husband  Thomas  Custis  [of  Deep  Creek,  Accomack 
Co.,  Va.]  and  After  There  Decease  them  and  there  increase  I  give  to  any  Child  or 
Children  of  There  Body  Lawfully  begotten  but  for  want  of  Any  Such  Isue  then  to 
1  homas  Custis  bier  Husband  and  His  Heirs  for  Ever  all  Ways  Provided  that  my 
now  Wife  Hath  the  use  of  the  Indian  Woman  Sarah  During  Her  Widdow  Hood. 

“Item— I  give  and  Bequeath  my  Daughter  Sorrowfull  Margaret  Kendall 
These  Following  Negros  or  Slaves  Nicholas,  Jeney  His  Wife,  Abigail,  Morian, 
John  a  Boy,  all  Children  of  the  Said  jeney:  Indian  Betty,  Latisha,  Festus  with  all 
There  increase  that  They  Ever  Shall  Have  my  Negro  man  named  Teaser  to  Her  my 
Said  Daughter  During  Her  Naturall  Life  and  for  The  Life  of  Her  Husband  Wil¬ 
liam  Kendall  and  after  there  Decease  to  be  to  the  Isue  of  the  Said  Sorowfull  Marga¬ 
ret  Kendall  of  Her  Body  Lawfully  begotten  to  one  or  more  as  She  Shall  think  fitt 
and  for  want  of  Such  Isue  then  to  The  Said  William  Kendall  and  His  Heirs  for 
Ever. 

“Item— I  give  to  my  Boy  John  Adkisson  a  Horse  fore  Cows  and  Calves  fore 
Ews  and  Lames  one  feather  Bed  boulster  one  paire  of  Sheets  two  Blanketts  and  one 
Rugg  and  if  it  Should  Happen  that  I  Should  Dye  Having  Either  Sloop  or  Sloops  the 
John  Adkisson  to  take  His  Choice  of  Them  With  there  apparell  all  which  I  give  to 
the  Said  John  Adkisson  His  Heirs  and  Assigns  for  Ever  but  my  will  is  that  the  Said 
John  Adkisson  Live  With  my  Now  Wife  Untill  He  is  att  the  age  of  one  and  twenty 
unless  my  now  Wife  She  Cause  to  the  Contraxy  in  House  Hands  I  Leave  Every  Par¬ 
ticular  given  to  be  Delivered  at  the  afore  Said  age  or  Sooner  if  She  Think  fitt. 

“Item— I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  Sarah  Custis  Mathews  two  Cows  and  two 

Ews. 

“Item— I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  Yardly  Micheall  the  Remaining  Part  of  that 
track  of  Land  I  Bought  of  joseph  Benthall  Senr.  Him  and  His  Heirs  for  Ever  all 
ways  Provided  that  [whoever]  Lives  upon  my  Plantacon  att  Hungers  Have  Liberty 
to  gett  timber  thereon  for  the  Use  of  this  Plantation  I  now  Live  on. 

“Item— I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  my  Daughter  Elizabeth  Custis  my  Negro 
man  Joney  besides  what  I  have  here  Already  given  to  Her  and  Her  Heirs  for  Ever. 
Upon  matter  and  Deliberat  Consideration  Relating  to  all  the  negros  and  Slaves 
giving  to  my  afore  Said  two  Daughters  Elizabeth  Custis  and  Sorowfull  Margaret 
Kendall  and  the  more  fuller  to  Explaine  my  Meaning  and  Will  I  Doe  make  Void 
the  word  give  and  I  Doe  Lend  the  Said  Negros  and  Slaves  During  the  Lives  of  my 
Said  two  Daughters  and  There  Husbands  and  in  Case  it  Should  Happen  that 
Either  of  my  Saide  two  Daughters  Dye  Childless  they  Shall  Have  Liberty  To  Dis¬ 
pose  of  the  Said  Negros  and  Slaves  to  any  of  There  Relations  as  They  Shall  Think 
most  fitt. 

“Item— I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  my  Son  John  Custis  my  Quarter  part  of  the 
Brigenteen  the  Northampton  built  by  John  Bowdin  And  to  His  Assigns  for  Ever 
And  I  Like  Wise  give  to  my  Said  Son  John  Custis  my  Bigest  Silver  Tankard  And 
Like  Wise  my  Fathers  Pickter  Now  Hanging  in  my  Hall. 

“Item— I  give  to  my  Wife  Sarah  Custis  my  Next  Largest  Silver  Tankard. 

“Item— I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  Elias  Taylor  of  Accomack  County  five  Hun¬ 
dred  Acres  of  Land  Lying  and  being  at  Acaconson  in  the  Said  County  to  Him  And 
Elis  Heirs  for  Ever  all  ways  provided  and  it  is  my  true  Intent  and  meaning  that  the 
said  Taylor  pay  to  my  Executors  hereafter  named  the  Sum  of  Twenty  pound  Ster¬ 
ling  by  good  Exceptable  bills  of  Exchange  and  fifteen  Thousand  pounds  of  good 
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Tobacco  and  Casque  According  to  a  Verble  Agrement  Made  between  Us  which  if 
He  refuseth  Then  I  Doe  Impower  my  Executors  Hereafter  named  to  make  Sale  of 
the  Said  Land  for  the  Best  advantage  They  Can. 

“Item— I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  Henry  Toles  of  Accomack  County  and  to 
His  Heirs  and  Assigns  for  Ever  five  Hundred  Acres  of  Land  and  being  at  Poco- 
mock  neare  Joyleys  Rock  According  to  an  Agreement  made  between  Us  and  Like¬ 
wise  teen  Thousand  Nailes  Allways  Provided  that  He  makes  over  all  His  right  title 
and  Interest  of  five  Hundred  Acres  of  land  which  He  lives  on  on  Jengoteage  Island 
and  acknowledge  the  Same  in  Accomack  County  Court  to  those  persons  that  I  give 
it  to  by  Will  and  in  the  Same  Nature. 

“Item— My  will  is  That  Before  my  Estate  is  Devided  these  goods  Hereafter  Ex- 
presed  or  the  Worth  of  Them  be  Sett  apart  for  Use  of  my  Now  Wife  it  being  To 
make  Her  part  Even  of  What  I  Have  given  before  to  my  Children  Three  Feather 
Beds  Bolsters  and  Pillows  three  Ruggs  three  blanketts  two  Sutes  of  Curtains  and 
Vallians  teen  paire  of  Sheets  Eight  Paire  of  Pillowbers  Eight  towells  five  Dozen  of 
Napkins  Six  Table  Cloths  Ten  puter  Dishes  two  Baysons  three  Dozen  of  plates 
one  Chamber  pott  two  Candle  Sticksone  Chaffin  Dish  two  Iron  potts  one  Skillet  one 
paire  of  Bras  Handirons  one  paire  of  fire  tongs  and  Shovell  one  Iron  Spitt  one 
Smoothing  Iron  and  Heaters  one  Dozen  of  Silver  Spoons  one  Silver  Parenger  one 
Large  Trunk  Covered  with  Rasha  Leather  one  Seale  Skin  small  Trunk  mark 
J.  S.  C.  one  Chest  That  She  Keeps  Her  Cloaths  in. 

“Item— I  give  and  Bequeath  Unto  my  Said  Wife  all  Her  Waring  Apparell  Both 
Lining  and  Wooling  of  what  Nature  Soe  Ever  They  be  and  Silk  with  all  Her  rings 
Jewells  and  a  gould  Chane  or  Lockquett. 

“Item— I  likewise  give  to  my  Said  wife  Sarah  Custis  twenty  fore  Head  of  Cattle 
and  twenty  two  Sheep. 

“Item— My  Will  and  Desire  is  that  before  my  Estate  is  Devided  that  all  my 
Just  Debts  and  Leagacys  be  paid  and  That  is  my  Desire  That  my  Executors  make 
no  Delaye  to  pay  them:  all  the  rest  of  my  Estate  I  give  and  Bequeath  Unto  my 
Loving  wife  Sarah  Custis,  Hancock  Custis,  Henry  Custis,  Elizabeth  Custis,  Sorrow 
Margarett  Kendall  to  be  Equally  Devided  amongst  Them  Wheather  They  be  goods 
Chatties  Creatures  Moneys  or  Debts  and  Upon  Devishon  if  my  Wife  Have  a  mind 
of  Any  Partecular  Thing  to  Llave  Her  first  Choice  I  Desire  my  good  Friends  Cap- 
ton  William  Harmanson,  George  Harmanson  and  Mr.  Hillary  Stringer  to  be  Aid¬ 
ing  and  Assisting  my  Wife  and  Children  to  Devide  my  Said  Estate  I  Doe  Nominate 
and  Appoint  my  Loving  Wile  Sarah  Custis  my  Son  Hancock  Custis  my  Son  Henry 
Custis  to  be  my  Executors  of  this  my  Last  Will  and  testament  and  I  doe  make  Void 
all  former  Wills  by  me  made  and  Deeds  of  Gifts  whatsoever. 

“Item— I  give  and  bequeath  Unto  William  Llarmanson,  Mr.  George  Harman¬ 
son  and  Mr.  Hillary  Stringer  Each  of  Them  a  Gould  Ring  of  the  Value  of  fifteen 
Shillings  Apeace  to  be  Sent  for  by  my  Executors  I  give  to  my  Sister  in  Law  Elisha 
Frank  two  Cows  and  Calves  and  as  much  Stuf  As  Will  make  Her  gown  and  petti- 
coate  as  much  New  good  Lining  as  will  Make  Her  three  Shifts. 

“Item— I  give  all  my  Wearing  Apparell  to  my  two  Sons  Hancock  Custis  and 
Henry  Custis  of  What  Nature  Soe  Ever  to  be  Equally  Devided  amongst  Them  by 
my  Now  Wife. 

“Item— I  give  to  Robert  Howson  fifteen  Shillings  to  Buy  Him  a  Gould  ring 
to  be  Sent  for  as  afore  Saide  and  Either  a  Young  Maire  or  Horse  In  Testimony 
that  this  is  My  Last  Will  and  Testament  I  have  Here  Unto  Sett  my  Hand  Seal  this 
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Third  Day  of  December  in  the  Yeare  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  Seven  Hundred 
and  Eight. 

John  Custis:  the  Seale  (:  :  :) 


“Test  Robert  Howson 
John  Satchell 
Sarah  S.  P.  Palmer 
Signum 
Elishe  Gremk 

her  marke 

Elizabeth  +  Attkinson 


Northampton  County  Ct.  March  the  16th, 
i? iS/1!  The  Said  Last  Will  and  Testa¬ 
ment  of  John  Custis  Esqr.  wase  Presented 
to  Court  by  his  Relick  Mrs.  Sarah  Custis 
and  his  two  Sons  Hancock  and  Henry 
Custis  his  Executors  who  made  Oath 
thereto  and  upon  there  motion  it  is 


Proved  in  Court  by  the  Oaths  of  Robert  Howson,  John  Satchell  and  Elishe  Granke 
witnesses  thereto  is  admitted  to  Record  and  according  to  Order  it  is  Record. 

Test  Robert  Howson  C  Cu  Co1  Northampton 


Recorded  Test  Robert  Howson.” 


“A  Codiciall  which  I  annex  to  this  my  Last  Will  and  Testament  and  I  Desire 
that  it  be  truely  and  Punctually  Performed  as  any  part  of  my  will  What  Ever. 

“Item— That  whereas  I  have  in  my  will  given  my  now  Dwelling  House  and 
Plantation  with  all  the  appurtenances  thereto  belonging  I  mean  the  use  of  it  to 
my  Loveing  Wife  Sarah  Custis  Dureing  her  Naturall  Life  allways  Provided  that 
if  She  marries  that  her  Husband  Immediately  Enter  into  Bond  with  good  Security 
as  in  my  Said  will  is  Sett  forth:  Now  my  Desier  is  that  if  my  Said  Wife  Should 
marrie  and  Ller  Husband  Refuse  to  give  bond  with  Security  to  my  Said  Son  Han¬ 
cock  or  his  heirs  then  it  Shall  be  Lawfull  for  my  said  wife  to  Injoy  her  thirds  as  the 
Law  in  Such  cases  provides:  whereas  I  gave  a  Parcell  of  Land  to  Yardly  Michaell 
Containeing  three  hundred  acres  whereon  he  formerly  Lived  I  do  Revock  that 
Gift  as  if  it  had  never  been  made  and  I  doe  give  the  Said  land  with  all  the  advan¬ 
tages  thereto  belonging  with  one  hundred  acres  of  Land  thereto  belonging  to  the 
Sole  use  and  Benefit  of  my  now  Dwelling  Plantation  to  be  used  by  them  that  are 
the  true  Possessors  of  this  my  now  Dwelling  Plantation  for  timber  or  other  ways 
for  Ever:  Whereas  I  have  given  five  hundred  acres  of  Land  on  Jungoteage  Island 
in  my  will  in  Common  as  is  there  Expressed  to  Explaine  my  meaning  my  will  and 
Desier  is  that  my  Said  Daughters  Injoy  the  Said  Land  and  negros  During  their 
Naturall  Lives  and  Likewise  their  Husbands  but  after  their  Decease  then  to  go  to 
which  child  of  theire  two  bodys  Lawfully  Begotten  my  Said  two  Sons  in  Law  and 
my  Daughters  Shall  think  fitt  that  is  if  they  are  not  Pleased  to  give  it  to  the  Eldest 
then  to  any  other  which  they  Please  will  to  be  held  in  common:  I  mean  the  Land: 
but  the  negros  to  be  Distributed  amongst  my  Grand  Children  as  they  Shall  think 
fitt  and  whereas  I  have  given  my  Deare  Wife  Liberty  of  Range  for  twenty  head  of 
cattle  on  Pocomock  and  Gingoteage  Island  if  She  is  not  Pleased  to  Except  of  that 
consideration  for  her  thirds  on  that  Land  She  may  Refuse  and  then  her  thirds  not 
to  be  Debared  her  this  I  have  writt  with  my  owne  hand  the  more  to  confirm  the 
Same. 

John  Custis  the  Seale  (::::) 

“Test  Robert  Howson  Mathew  Hownan 
Sarah  Custis  x  Mathews 
Signim. 
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“And  my  Desier  is  and  I  will  and  Bequeath  to  my  Deare  Wife  all  the  Graine 
of  what  Sort  Soever  shall  be  found  on  my  Plantation  Either  in  Growing  in  the  field 
or  Lyeing  in  the  Houses  together  with  all  my  Hoggs  for  her  Support  and  my  Will 
and  Desier  is  that  the  Smith  Tooles  I  Shall  be  or  am  Possessed  with  Shall  go  and  I 
give  them  to  my  Daughter  Elizabeth  Custis  and  her  heirs  for  Ever  and  my  will  is  that 
the  Male  Cattle  given  to  my  Son  John  Custis  in  my  will  bars  him  of  any  further 
Claime  I  owed  him  of  nineteen  head  and  1  owed  him  for  this  Exchang  of  his  part 
from  Pocomock  being  I  am  Sensable  many  more  and  my  Will  and  Desier  is  that  my 
Girle  Abigail  that  I  formerly  gave  to  my  Daughter  Margaret  in  my  will  be  and  Rc- 
maine  with  all  her  Increase  to  my  Grandson  Custis  Kendall  and  his  lieires  and  as¬ 
signs  for  Ever:  whereas  I  am  Sensable  of  many  Enter  linings  in  my  will  all  that  can 
be  thought  of  my  writing  or  Mr.  Howsons  I  doe  Confirm  and  Desier  that  this  Part 
of  my  Codiciall  with  the  rest  may  be  Punctually  Performed  Signed  Sealed  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  as  the  Part  or  Cordisell  annexed  to  my  will  before. 

John  Custis  The  Seale  (:  :  :  :) 

“John  Attkinson 
Elizabeth  Fox  Witnesses 
Robert  Howson. 

“March  the  20th,  1711/12 


“Upon  Consideration  of  a  late  act  of  Assembly  made  at  Williamsburgh  the 
Last  Sasions  my  will  and  Desire  is  that  none  of  my  Estate  be  appraised  as  the  Law 
Sett  forth  but  that  my  Estate  as  formerly  given  in  this  my  will  and  Codisells  hereto 
annexed  be  Devided  accordingly  and  every  one  to  Enjoy  his  part  in  Spetiall  I  well 
hope  my  Estate  will  not  be  in  debt  to  this  I  Sett  my  hand  and  the  Day  and  Years 
above  written  the  Pistol  Is  I  Design  for  my  Son  John  I  have  Sent  them  to  him. 


“Signed  Sealed  and  Acknowledged 
as  my  Act  and  Deed  as  a  Codisell 
annexed  to  my  will  one  amongst 
the  other  Codisells  before 
Intended 


John  Custis  The  Seale  (:  :  :) 
nor  my  Executor  to  give 
Security— 

John  Custis  The  Seale  (:  :  :) 


Robert  Howson 
Signam 

Phillip  P.  x  Hamman 
Signam 

William  /  Bannen 
Signam 

Batt  x  Nottingham 
Matthews,  John  Attkinson, 


Northampton  County  ss  March  the  16th  1713/14 
The  Said  three  Codicialls  of  John  Custis  Esqr  deed 
being  annexed  to  his  Said  Last  Will  and  Testament 
was  also  Presented  in  Court  by  his  Said  Executors 
with  the  said  Will  and  upon  theire  mottions  the  said 
three  Codacialls  was  Likewise  proved  in  Court 
by  the  Oaths  of  Robert  Howson,  Sarah  Custis 
Elizabeth  Fox,  Phillip  Mammon,  Batt  Nottingham 


Witnesses  thereto  is  admitted  to  Record  and  according  to  Order  it  is  Recorded. 


Test  Robert  Howson 
Recorded  Test  Robert  Howson 


C  Cu  Cob  Northampton’’ 


tis. 


Children  of  Col.  John3  Custis  of  “Wilsonia”  and  his  first  wife,  Margaret  (Michael)  Cus- 

1.  Major  John4  Custis  (will  dated  14  Nov.,  1749,  proved  at  London  19  Nov.  1753),  ed¬ 
ucated  in  England,  received  “Arlington”  estate  from  his  grandfather;  removed  to 
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Williamsburg  and  married  Frances,  daughter  of  Col.  Daniel  Parke.  (See  notes  of 
this  family  under  his  grandfather). 

2.  Hancock  Custis  of  Accomack  County,  Virginia,  married  and  had  issue:  John5  Cus- 
tis;  Southey  Custis;  Levin  Custis  of  Somerset  Co.,  Md.  (will  pvcl.  June  3,  1735); 
Theophilus  Custis;  and  Leah  Custis  who  married  Levin  Gale.  Children  given  in  his 
will  dated  Aug.  30,  1725,  pvd.  May  7,  1728,  and  mentions  name  of  his  wife  as  Mary. 

3.  Col.  Henry  Custis  of  “Mt.  Custis”,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  will  dated  1 1  October,  1729, 
proved  6  March,  1732,  of  whom  further  details  will  be  presented  later. 

4.  Elizabeth  Custis,  married  before  1713,  as  his  first  wife,  her  cousin  Thomas  Custis  of 
Deep  Creek.  SEE  CUSTIS  FAMILY  OF  DEEP  CREEK. 

5.  Sorrowful  Margaret  Custis,  married  William3  Kendall  of  Northampton  Co.,  Va., 
will  dated  March  3,  1719,  brother  of  Anne  Kendall,  who  married  (1)  Thomas 
Custis  of  Deep  Creek,  and  (2)  Col.  Henry  Custis  of  ‘‘Mt.  Custis”.  They  were  the 
children  of  Capt.  William2  Kendall  and  his  wife  Anne  (Mason)  Kendall.  SEE  KEN¬ 
DALL  MANUSCRIPT. 


GENERATION  IV. 

Col.  Henry  Custis.  youngest  son  of  Col.  John  Custis  of  ‘‘Wilsonia”  and  Margaret  Mi¬ 
chael,  his  first  wife,  was  born  before  October,  1689,  the  date  of  will  of  his  uncle,  Adam  Mi¬ 
chael,  from  whom  he  inherited  1,000  acres  of  land  at  Metomkin  in  Accomack  County  (now 
called  ‘‘Mt.  Custis”).  He  also  inherited  large  tracts  from  his  father  on  Jengoteague  (Chin- 
coteague)  Island  and  a  tract  known  as  “Wild  Catt  Island”.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  a 
wife  whose  name  is  unknown,  and  second,  before  or  during  the  year  1723,  to  Anne  (Ken¬ 
dall)  Custis,  the  widow  of  his  brother-in-law,  Thomas  Custis  of  Deep  Creek,  and  daughter  of 
Capt.  William2  Kendall  and  his  wife  Anne  (Mason)  Kendall.  SEE  KENDALL  MANU¬ 
SCRIPT. 

The  proof  that  Col.  Henry  Custis  of  “Mt.  Custis”,  married  the  widow  of  Thomas  Cus¬ 
tis  of  Deep  Creek  is  found  in  a  deed  dated  Oct.  7,  1729,  in  which  “Henry  Custis  of  Acco¬ 
mack  Co.,  Va.,  in  consideration  of  love  and  affection  to  my  present  wife’s  daughter,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Custis,  daughter  to  Mr.  Thomas  Custis,  late  of  the  County,  deceased”,  for  sundry  ne¬ 
gro  slaves.  “In  case  of  the  death  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Custis,  then  said  negroes  to  my  three 
daughters,  Ann,  Tabitha  and  Frances  Custis.”  [Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Acco¬ 
mack  Co.,  Va.,  Vol.  7729-/737,  page  24.] 

Col.  Henry  Custis  of  “Mt.  Custis”  died  in  1732,  his  will  being  probated  the  6th  of 
March  that  year,  and  is  next  given  in  full. 

WILL  OF  COL.  HENRY  CUSTIS  OF  “MOUNT  CUSTIS”,  ACCOMACK 
CO.,  VA.,  proved  1732. 

[Clerk’s  Office,  Accomac  Court  House,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deed  Book  1729-n , 
page  127]: 

Will  of  Col.  Henry  Custis  of  “Mount  Custis”,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  dated  11  Oc¬ 
tober,  1729,  proved  6  March,  1732. 

“IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AMEN  October  11th.  1729  I  Henry  Custis  of  Ac- 
comk.  County  in  Virginia  Living  in  Sound  &  perfect  Memory  (Thanks  be  to  God) 
&  calling  to  mind  the  uncertainty  of  this  Life  Do  make  &:  Ordain  this  Writing  to 
be  my  Last  Will  &  Testament  that  is  to  say  principally  &:  first  of  all  I  Recommend 
my  Sotd  to  God  that  gave  it  me  &:  for  my  Body  I  Recommend  to  the  Earth  to  be 
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buried  in  a  Christian  &  Decent  Manner  not  Doubting  but  at  the  Genii;  Resurrec¬ 
tion  I  shall  Reraise  the  same  again  by  the  mercy  of  my  God  8c  as  touching  such 
worldly  estate  as  it  hath  pleased  God  of  his  Goodness  to  Bestow  8c  Bless  me  with  in 
this  life  I  give  Devise  8c  Dispose  as  followeth. 

“Item — I  give  8c  Bequeath  unto  my  Dear  8c  Loving  wife  Ann  Custis  five  of 
her  own  choice  of  all  my  Negroes  During  her  Widowhood  &  after  her  Decease  or 
when  Married  then  the  sd.  five  Negroes  I  Give  Equally  between  my  Children  as 
now  named  Henry,  Robinson,  Thomas,  Ann,  Tabitha,  Frances  &  Leah  Custis  as 
also  I  give  my  sd  wife  all  her  Wearing  apparell  of  what  kind  soever. 

“Item — I  Give  unto  afores1'.  Wife  my  Dwelling  House  &  Houses  with  my 
plantacon  whereon  I  now  Live  During  her  widowhood  8c  not  any  longer  not  hin¬ 
dering  my  Eldest  Son  to  seat  himself  on  any  part  of  the  Land  I  bought  of  William 
Selby  if  he  my  sd  Son  see  cause  So  to  Do  when  at  age  or  Married. 

“Item — I  Give  unto  my  sd:  wife  her  choice  of  all  my  Horses  &  Mares  Mean¬ 
ing  One  for  her  own  Riding  with  her  Bridle  Sc  Saddle  &  all  Provisions  that  I  at  my 
Death  have  &c  in  Rum  &  Mullasses  not  exceeding  One  hundred  Gallons  two  hun¬ 
dred  Weight  of  Sugar  Fifty  Bushells  of  Salt  not  exceeding  if  any  more  of  sd:  New 
Goods  at  my  Decease  the  same  to  be  Equally  Divided  between  my  wife  8c  Children 
above  named. 

“Item — I  give  8c  Bequeath  unto  my  Son  Henry  Custis  &  to  my  Son  Robinson 
Custis  my  whole  dividend  of  Land  whereon  I  now  Live  Quantity  thirteen  hun¬ 
dred  thirty  8c  three  acres  more  or  less  equally  to  be  Divided  between  them  Running  a 
Straight  Line  from  the  Bottom  of  my  sd:  land  on  the  Sea  side  up  to  the  Road  in 
the  Woods  Leave  the  County  Sea  Side  Road  &  the  Eastward  Side  next  to  my  Neigh¬ 
bour  George  Parker  the  land  on  that  side  being  the  One  half  of  my  aforesd:  Tract 
I  Order  &  Give  to  my  sd  Son  Robinson  Custis  his  heirs  8c c  the  other  side  Westerly 
next  to  my  Neighbour  Edmund  Bayly  the  Land  on  that  side  Houses  orchards  Fences 
conveinencyes  whatsoever  whereon  I  now  live  I  give  unto  my  Son  Henry  Custis  his 
heirs  &c.  my  Will  is  that  if  my  son  Robinson  Custis  Dye  or  Depart  this  Life  with¬ 
out  Lawfull  Issue  of  his  Body  then  in  that  case  I  Give  his  part  of  Land  as  above 
given  unto  my  Son  Thomas  Custis  &:  my  Will  further  is  that  if  my  son  Henry  Cus¬ 
tis  Depart  this  Life  without  Lawfull  Issue  of  his  Body  then  in  Such  case  my  Will 
is  &  I  Do  Give  his  part  &  half  of  the  aforesd:  Land  unto  my  Son  Robinson  Custis 
in  Like  manner  as  given  to  my  son  Henry  Custis  &  if  it  so  should  happen  that  my 
son  Robinson  Custis  should  have  8c  enjoy  his  Brother  Henrys  part  of  land  as 
aforesd:  well  may  be  occasioned  by  the  Decease  of  my  Son  Henry  Custis  without 
issue  as  aforesd:  then  &  in  that  case  I  give  the  Land  given  to  my  son  Robinson 
Custis  as  aforesd:  to  my  son  Thomas  Custis  his  Heirs  &:c  8c  in  case  all  my  Sons  de¬ 
part  this  Life  without  issue  as  Aforesd:  then  in  that  case  I  give  my  land  &  planta¬ 
tion  equally  between  my  two  Eldest  Daughters  I  have  of  my  Wife  Ann  Custis  & 
to  the  Lleirs  of  their  Body  Lawfully  begotten. 

“Item — I  give  8c  bequeath  all  my  Lands  8c  Marshes  on  ‘Jengoteague’  Island 
with  all  conveinencyes  equally  between  my  three  sons  Viz:  Henry,  Robinson  8c 
Thomas  Custis  &  that  they  my  sd.  sons  not  to  Overstock  each  other  but  peaceably 
8c  quietly  to  agree  in  their  Affairs  on  sd  Island. 

“Item — I  give  unto  my  Son  Thomas  Custis  Six  hundred  acres  of  land  more 
or  less  at  Mesongoe  with  all  conveinencyes  thereunto  belonging  in  the  County  of 
Accomack  to  him  &  his  Heirs  for  ever. 

“Item — My  Will  is  that  if  my  son  Thomas  dye  without  issue  Lawfully  begot- 
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ten  of  his  Body  that  I  Give  sd.  Six  Hundred  Acres  of  land  at  Mesongoe  Equally 
between  my  Son  Henry  8c  Robinson  Custis  &  to  their  Heirs  for  ever. 

“Item — I  Give  &  Bequeath  unto  my  Son  Thomas  Custis  Six  Hundred  acres 
of  Land  more  or  less  near  Deep  Creek  where  I  now  have  a  Quarter  of  Negroes  to 
him  8c  his  heirs  forever — My  Will  is  that  if  my  Wife  Ann  Custis  Marry  after  my 
Decease  that  her  then  Husband  imediately  cover  my  land  with  good  &  Sufficient 
security  in  the  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds  Sterling  Money  of  England  to  be 
paid  unto  my  son  Henry  Custis  or  to  him  or  any  of  my  children  that  shall  then 
be  the  Heir  of  my  plantation  whereon  I  now  live  on  condition  that  he  Refuse  to 
keep  all  Houses  on  my  Sd  Plantation  in  sufficient  Repaire  8:  maintain  the  same  in 
such  order  untill  my  Son  Henry  Custis  or  any  of  my  aforesd  Children  have  &  enjoy 
the  property  of  sd  Houses  8cc  &  if  my  sd  Wife’s  Husband  Refuse  to  to  do  that  then 
my  Execurs  take  the  whole  estate  out  of  his  hands  8c  take  due  care  thereof  in  Be¬ 
half  of  my  aforesd  Children. 

“Item— I  Give  all  my  Wearing  apparell  of  What  Kind  soever  Equally  be¬ 
tween  my  aforesd  Three  Sons. 

“Item— I  Give  &  Bequeath  all  my  Negroes  Slaves  Young  &  Old  Male  8c  Fe¬ 
male  Equally  to  be  Divided  between  amongst  all  my  aforesd  Children  Sons  & 
Daughters  excepting  those  Negroes  aforesd.  given  to  my  Wife  Ann  Custis. 

“Item— I  give  all  Manner  of  Stock  of  Horsekind  Cattle  Sheep  &  Piggs  equally 
between  my  aforesd  wife  8c  Children  aforenamed  excepting  a  Horse  8c  Mare  be¬ 
fore  given  to  my  sd  Wife. 

“Item — I  give  unto  my  son  Robinson  Custis  my  two  gold  rings  that  I  for¬ 
merly  8c  lately  use  on  my  fingers  I  also  give  to  my  son  Thomas  Custis  my  Daugh¬ 
ters  Ann,  Tabitha  8c  Frances  Custis  as  much  gold  as  will  make  each  of  them  two 
commendable  finder  Rinos. 

“Item — I  give  to  the  Poor  of  Accomack  Parish  two  thousand  pence  to  be  paid 
in  Corn  Wheat  Meat  as  they  shall  have  occasion  performing  sd.  Quantity  &  no 
more  &c. 

“Item — My  Will  is  that  all  my  aforesd:  Sons  to  be  of  age  when  they  Receive 
their  estates  8c  to  them  given  Sc  my  Daughters  aforesd.  at  Eighteen  years  of  age  or 
when  Married  My  will  is  that  if  my  wife  Ann  Custis  should  be  with  Child  at  my 
Death  then  I  do  Give  such  child  or  children  an  Equall  share  of  my  estate  with  the 
other  of  my  Children  Land  Houses  with  what  conveniencyes  to  them  given  ex¬ 
cepted. 

“Item — I  do  appoint  my  Loving  Wife  Ann  Custis  my  Son  Henry  Custis  to  be 
my  execur.  of  this  my  Last  Will  8c  Testament. 

“Item— My  Will  is  that  my  Wife  Ann  Custis  cause  all  my  aforesd  Children 
to  be  taught  to  Read  Write  8:  Cypher  well  &  to  be  maintained  decently. 

“Item — I  give  unto  my  Daughters  all  my  Cash  Gold  8c  Silver  excepting  the 
Rings  before  given  my  Children. 

“Item — My  Will  is  that  none  of  the  pictures  of  what  Soever  be  Removed  out 
of  my  Dwelling  I  also  order  that  none  of  my  estate  be  appraised. 

“Item — I  give  all  my  Gunns  Equally  between  my  aforesd  Sons  my  Pistolls  8c 
Sword  I  Give  to  my  Son  Henry  Custis  my  Son  Robinson  to  have  one  Pistoll. 

“Item — I  give  all  Manner  of  my  estate  wch  is  not  before  or  already  given 
Equally  to  be  divided  between  my  wife  Sc  Children  aforenamed. 

“Item — My  Will  is  that  if  any  of  my  aforesd  children  Depart  this  life  before 
they  arrive  to  the  age  aforesaid  or  Married  then  such  child  or  children  part  of  my 
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estate  given  them  shall  be  equally  divided  amongst  all  my  surviving  children  I 
give  as  much  gold  as  will  buy  two  finger  Rings  to  my  Daughter  Leah  Custis. 

“Item — I  give  to  my  Daughter  Margarett  the  wife  of  Henry  Scarburgh  Junr. 
nothing  more  of  my  Estate  of  what  kind  soever  then  what  I  gave  her  att  her  mar¬ 
riage  excepting  One  Shilling  I  Give  my  sd  Daughter. 

“Signed  sealed  &  delivered  Henry  Custis  (SEAL) 

in  presence  of  us. 

John  Scarburgh 
Richd  Cooper 
Sarah  Custis 

“By  this  codicil  annexed  to  this  my  Last  Will  &  Testament  I  do  further  give 
unto  my  loving  wife  Ann  Custis  my  Scooner  called  Ann  together  with  all  sails 
Riggins  Cables  Anchors  &  other  furniture  to  her  belonging  it  being  for  her  better 
Support  to  Maintain  &  educate  my  Children.  I  also  do  Give  unto  my  Daughter 
Margaret  the  wife  of  Henry  Scarburgh  Junr.  One  Childs  part  of  my  Cattle  & 
horses.  IN  WITNESS  whereof  I  have  hereunto  sett  my  hand  &:  affixed  my  seal  this 
Tenth  Day  of  December  1732. 

“Signed  sealed  &  delivered  in  Henry  Custis  (SEAL) 

the  presence  of  us 
WM.  Wood 
Samuel  Simpson 
his 

Thomas  x  Simson 
mark 

“At  a  Court  held  for  Accomack  County  the  6th  day  of  March  1732. 

“The  within  Last  Will  &  Testament  of  Henry  Custis  Deed:  with  the  Codicil 
was  proved  in  Open  Court  by  the  Oaths  of  John  Scarburgh  Gent.,  Richd  Cooper, 
William  Wood  &  Samll.  Simpson  Four  of  the  Witnesses  thereto  &  Admitted  to 
Record. 

“Teste  Jno.  Jackson  C.  L.  C.  Cur.’’ 

Robinson  Custis  inherited  “Mount  Custis”  and  left  it  to  his  son  Lieut.  Col.  Henry 
Custis,  who  lies  buried  in  the  yard  near  the  front  door,  creek  side,  and  the  compiler  copied 
from  the  tombstone  the  following  epitaph: 

“Here  lies  the  body  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Henry  Custis 
Son  of  Robinson 

and  Mary.  He  was  Born  28th  July, 

1743,  and  departed  this  Life 
27th  May,  1793. 

Death’s  terror  is  the  mountain  Faith  removes 
Tis  faith  disarms  destruction 
Believe  and  look  with  Triumph  on  the  Tomb.” 
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Children  of  Col.  Henry  Custis  and  his  second  wife,  Anne  (Kendall)  Custis: 

1.  Margaret  Custis  married  Henry  Scarburgh,  Jr. 

2.  Henry  Custis. 

3.  Robinson  Custis  of  “Mt.  Custis”,  who  had  a  son,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Custis. 

4.  Thomas  Custis. 

5.  Tabitha  Custis. 

6.  Frances  Custis. 

7.  Leah  Custis. 

8.  Anne  Custis,  born  24  August,  1725,  married  in  1740,  Peter  Hack  Hack,  and  died 
Aug.  3,  1790,  of  whom  further  details  will  be  presented  later. 

GENERATION  V. 

Anne  Custis,  the  daughter  of  Col.  Henry  Custis  of  ‘‘Mt.  Custis”  and  Anne  (Kendall) 
Custis,  his  second  wife,  was  born  on  the  24th  of  August,  1725,  according  to  the  Hack 
Family  Bible  at  ‘‘Fairview”,  copied  at  the  Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md.  She 
died  Aug.  3,  1790  in  the  65th  year  of  her  age,  and  was  buried  at  ‘‘Fairview”,  the  Hack 
place  on  Nandua  Creek,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  where  her  epitaph  was  copied  and  is  given  in 
full  under  the  Hack  family.  The  same  Hack  Family  Bible  states  that  she  married  Peter 
Hack  Hack,  who  was  born  July  9,  1716,  died  Jan.  1,  1802.  She  must  have  married  in  1740, 
at  the  age  of  fifteen,  as  her  oldest  child  is  recorded  in  the  Bible  as  born  Nov.  1st,  1741. 
Peter  Hack  Hack  was  the  son  of  Peter  Hack  and  his  wife  Matilda  (West)  Hack.  SEE 
HACK  MANUSCRIPT. 

DESCENT  FROM  JOHN1  CUSTIS  (alias  CLIFFE),  AN  ENGLISHMAN,  WHO  WENT 
TO  ROTTERDAM,  HOLLAND,  AND  LATER  NORTHAMPTON 

COUNTY,  VIRGINIA. 

TEN  GENERATIONS. 

John1  Custis  married  Joan  (Smithier)  Powell,  widow. 

Major  General  John2  Custis  of  ‘‘Arlington”  married  (1st)  Elizabeth  (Robinson) 
Eyres  (Eyre),  widow.  See  Robinson  Manuscript. 

Col.  John3  Custis  of  ‘‘Wilsonia”  married  (1st)  Margaret  Michael.  See  Michael  Man¬ 
uscript. 

Col.  Henry  Custis  of  “Mount  Custis”  married  (2nd)  Anne  (Kendall)  Custis,  widow. 
See  Kendall  Manuscript. 

Anne  Custis  married  Peter  Hack  Hack.  See  Hack  Manuscript. 

Peter  Hack  married  (1)  Elizabeth  Smith.  See  Smith  Manuscript. 

Elizabeth  Smith  Hack  married  Rev.  Colmore  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

Sarah  Anne  Bayne  married  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 
Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 
Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Man¬ 
uscript. 
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CUSTIS  FAMILY  OF  DEEP  CREEK. 

GENERATION  I. 

An  additional  ancestor  of  the  compiler  was  descended  from  Thomas  Custis  of  Balti¬ 
more,  Ireland,  son  of  John1  Custis  and  Joan  (Smithier)  Powell-Custis,  his  wife,  and  brother 
of  Major  General  John2  Custis,  of  “Arlington”,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.,  born  circa  1628,  and 
apparently  remained  in  Ireland,  at  least  there  is  no  record  of  his  removal  to  Virginia. 

The  above  relationship  is  shown  in  a  deed  of  gift  from  Major  General  John  Custis  to 
his  nephew  Edmund  Custis,  son  of  Thomas,  Oct.  3,  1690,  a  full  copy  of  which  is  given 
under  Major  General  John2  Custis  of  “Arlington”. 

The  name  of  the  wife  of  Thomas  Custis  is  not  known,  nor  the  date  of  his  death,  which 
evidently  had  occurred  prior  to  October  3,  1690. 

GENERATION  II. 

Edmund  Custis  of  Deep  Creek,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  son  of  Thomas  Custis  of  Balti¬ 
more,  Ireland,  was  born  about  1650,  and  while  yet  a  youth  was  brought  to  Virginia  by  his 
uncle,  Major  General  John2  Custis. 

He  married  Tabitha  Smart  Whittington,  the  daughter  of  Col.  William2  Whittington 
(SEE  WHITTINGTON  MANUSCRIPT)  and  his  wife  Tabitha  Scarburgh  Smart,  the 
daughter  of  Col.  John  Smart  and  his  wife  Tabitha  Scarborough,  daughter  of  Col.  Edmund 
Scarborough  and  Mary  his  wife. 

Tabitha  Scarborough  married  (1)  Col.  John  Smart;  (2)  Devereux  Brown;  (3)  Maj.  Gen. 
John2  Custis  of  “Arlington”,  as  his  3rd  wife;  and  (4)  Col.  Edward  Hill  of  “Shirley”  on  the 
James,  Charles  City  County,  Va.  Thus  Edmund  Custis  married  the  granddaughter  of  the 
wife  of  Maj.  Gen.  John2  Custis. 

Edmund  Custis  died  in  1700-01,  and  his  will  dated  Aug.  12,  1700,  proved  Feb.  23, 
1700-01,  is  given  below. 

WILL  OF  EDMUND  CUSTIS  OF  DEEP  CREEK. 

[Circuit  Court,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills  1 ire.,  1692-iji 5,  page  433 — Certified 
Copy]: 

Will  of  Edmund  Custis  of  Deep  Creek,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  dated  12  August,  1700, 
proved  4  February  1700/01. 

“In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  the  twelfth  day  of  August  in  the  twelfth  year  of 
the  raigne  of  our  Soveraign  Lord  William  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  England, 
Scotland,  France  and  Ireland  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
God  One  thousand  and  seven  hundred  I  Edmund  Custis  of  Deep  Creek  in  Ac¬ 
comack  County  of  Virg.a  Gentleman,  being  weake  and  afflicted  in  body,  but  of 
sound  and  perfect  memory,  thanks  be  to  Almighty  God  and  calling  to  minde  the 
uncertain  state  of  this  Transitory  life,  and  yt  all  Flesh  must  yeeld  unto  Death  when 
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it  pleaseth  God  to  call;  Therefore  commit  my  soul  unto  the  hands  of  Almighty 
God  my  Creator  trusting  and  Assuredly  believing  through  the  merits  and  passion 
of  our  Lord  and  saviour  Jesus  Christ,  to  inherite  Everlasting  life,  my  body  I  com¬ 
mit  to  the  dust,  to  be  interred,  at  the  discretion  of  my  Executors.  and  Feoffees  in 
trust,  in  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  hereafter  nominated  and  requested,  re¬ 
voking  and  anulling  all,  and  every  Will  and  Testament  heretofore  by  me  made, 
or  declared,  either  in  Word  or  Writing,  And  for  setling  of  my  Temporall  Estate, 
wch  God  hath  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  me,  I  Order,  give  and  bequeath  As  Fol- 
loweth. 

"Imprmis  I  doe  give,  will  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Thomas  Custis  my  two 
Negroes,  Ned,  and  Tucker,  One  gold  Ring  with  a  Red  Stone,  cut  for  a  seale,  and 
two  mourning  Rings,  which  I  daily  weare  my  Plush  saddle  I  usually  ride  on,  my 
Case  of  small  New  pistolls,  Howlsters  and  furniture  thereunto  belonging,  my  sil¬ 
ver  handle  sword  and  belt,  with  my  wearing  Ap  par  ell,  linnen  and  woolen  of  what 
kinde  soever. 

“Item  I  give.  Will,  devise,  and  bequeath  unto  my  Daughter  Tabitha  Scar- 
burgh  Custis,  Eight  hundred  and  fifty  Acres  of  Land,  given  me  by  my  honoured 
Unkle  Co11.  John  Custis  Esqr  of  Arlington  in  the  County  of  Northampton  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  aforesd  deceased  scituate  lying  and  being,  at  or  near  Deep  Creek  abovesaid, 
bounding  on  the  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty  Acres  by  him  in  his  Will  given  his 
Wife  Tabitha  Custis,  and  on  one  Thousand  Acres  of  Land  patented  and  belong¬ 
ing  to  Tabitha  Smart  deceasd  and  to  her  heirs  and  Assigns  for  Ever;  I  also  give 
and  bequeath  unto  my  said  Daughter  my  Negro  Girle  Rose,  with  all  my  deceased 
wife,  her  Mother,  her  wearing  Apparell  silke,  Woollen,  and  Linnen  of  what  kind 
Soever. 

“Item  I  give  will  and  bequeath  unto  Mrs  Naomi  Makemie  Wife  of  Mr  Francis 
Makemie  ten  pounds  of  sterling  money  to  buy  her  a  Ring  and  Scarf,  as  also  my 
own  saddle  horse  called  Button,  bought  of  William  Burton. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Mr  Robert  Pitt  my  Old  case  of  Pistolls. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Mary  Anderson  my  house  keeper,  my  horse 
called  Cap1.  Sorrell,  as  also  two  Cows  and  Calves. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Mr  Francis  Makemie  my  new  large  pair  of 
pistolls. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Mr  John  Bradhurst  my  Fusee. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  son  Thomas  Custis,  and  my  Daughter 
Tabitha  Scarburgh  Custis  all  the  rest  of  my  Estate,  reall  or  Personall,  not  already 
bequeathed  or  given,  whither  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  Europe  or  elsewhere  of  what 
kind  or  nature  soever,  and  after  my  just  debts,  Legacyes  and  funerall  Charges  Are 
paid  to  be  divided  between  them  in  equal  halves  only  my  said  Daughter  to  have 
her  first  choice  of  every  severall  Division,  and  said  Division  to  be  made  when  my 
said  Daughter  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 

“Item  I  Ordain,  appoint,  empower  and  constitute  my  two  Children  Thomas 
and  Tabitha  Custis,  when  they  shall  arrive  at  full  age,  viz:  my  son  Thomas  Custis 
at  the  Age  of  Twentie  years,  and  my  aforesaid  Daughter  at  the  Age  of  Seventeen 
years;  Executors.  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament;  Authorising  and  Appointing 
my  trusty  friends  Mr  Francis  Makemie  and  Mrs  Naomi  Makemie  his  Wife;  to  Act 
as  Executors.  with  the  Advice  and  direction  of  Madam  Tabitha  Hill  their  great 
Grandmother,  during  the  minority  of  my  said  Children,  who  are  not  to  be  pos¬ 
sessed,  or  invested  with  any  share  of  their  Estate  given,  either  by  their  Great 
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Grandmother,  or  by  this  Will,  untill  they  arrive  at  the  full  age  before  mentioned, 
but  by  the  consent,  and  Advice  of  my  friends  in  trust,  whom  I  hereby  request,  em¬ 
power,  and  desire  to  see  this  my  last  Will  fulfilled.  And  further  will  and  require 
my  friends  in  trust,  to  take  all  due,  and  tender  care  of  my  sd  Children,  and  all 
their  concerns;  educateing  them  in  what  vertuous  Education,  this  Country  affords, 
and  they  are  capable  to  Attain,  As  reading,  Writing  Arithmeticke. 

“Item  My  will,  and  desire  is  that  neither  Negro  Slaves,  servants,  nor  stock  of 
any  kinde,  or  household  goods  be  removed  of  my  said  plantation  at  Deep  Creek 
Except  a  Bed  and  furniture  for  each  of  my  Children,  and  a  Negro  or  Molatto  slave 
to  Attend  each. 

“Item  My  Will  and  desire  is  that  Madam  Tabitha  Hill,  if  she  desire  it,  may 
possess  And  enjoy  peaceably  and  quietly  One  lodging  fire  Room  in  my  dwelling 
house  at  Deep  Creek,  during  her  Naturall  life. 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  servant  man  William  Darter  all  the  Car¬ 
penters  tooles,  which  properly  belong  to  me,  and  that  as  soon  as  he  is  free. 

“Item  I  will,  Ordain  and  Appoint,  that  if  either  of  my  Children  depart  this 
Life,  under  Age,  or  die  without  Lawfull  Issue,  the  survivor,  and  his  or  her  heirs 
for  ever  to  enjoy  and  possess  the  whole  Estate  given  to  my  said  Children,  To  which 
last  Will  and  Testament,  I  set  my  hand,  and  affix  my  seal,  the  day  and  year  above 
Written. 

Edmd.  Custis  (ye  seale) 


“Signed,  sealed,  and  declared 
by  the  Testator,  as  his  last 
Will  and  Testament  in  the 
presence  of  us 

Robert  Logan 
Willm  Darter 

Jeane  the  X  mark  of  Thomson 


In  ye  7th  article  of  this  will  omitted  to  be 
Recorded  p  Mr  Rob1  Scott  Deputy  Clk:  by 
misprision  wch.  being  compared  wth.  ye  orig- 
inall  will  in  open  Cort  of  Accomack  County 
Aprill  the  8th  1702  was  found  to  be  an  omitt- 
sion  was  ordered  to  be  incerted  ye  words  in 
that  paragraph  are  as  follow1*1  “Item  I  give 
and  bequeath  unto  Margaret  Robins  Daughter 
to  Arthur  Robins  three  Cowes  and  Calves. 

“Teste  Jn°  Washbourne 
Cl  Cur 


“I  Edmund  Custis  being  sick  and  weak  and  Haveing  Omitted  through  abso¬ 
lute  forgetfulness,  One  particular  in  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  I  desire  this  may 
be  Annexed  thereunto,  As  a  Codecill,  and  Judged,  and  esteemed  as  are  all  part  of 
my  said  Will 

“Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Francis  Makemie,  and  his  heirs  for  Ever  my 
sloop  called  Tabitha,  with  boat,  and  all  other  necessaries,  appertaining  or  belong¬ 
ing  to  said  Sloop  to  wich  I  put  my  hand,  and  seal  this  20  of  August  1700. 


Edmd.  Custis  Ye  seale 
his 

“Testes  Thomas  X  Thornberry 
marke 

Mary  Anderson 


“The  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Mr  Edmund  Custis  with  a  Codicill  annext 
Was  proved  in  Open  Court  of  Accomack  County  Feb:  the  4th.  1700  by  the  Cor- 
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porall  Oathes  of  Robert  Logan,  William  Darter,  and  Tho:  Thornberry  Three  of 
the  Witnesses  to  the  said  Will  and  Ordered  to  be  put  upon  Record 

“Irasfeid  over 

“Teste  Jn°  Washbourne  Cl  Cur  J 
Recorded  February  l  Com  Accomk 

the  23d  1700  p  Jn°  Washbourne  Cl  Cur  J  “ 

“A  Copy:  Teste  John  D.  Grant,  Jr.,  Clerk, 
by  “Susie  T.  Grant”  Deputy.” 

Children  of  Edmund  Custis  and  his  wife,  Tabitha  Smart  (Whittington)  Custis: 

1.  Thomas  Custis  of  Deep  Creek,  born  about  1685,  died  1721,  of  whom  further  details 
will  be  presented  later. 

2.  Tabitha  Scarburgh  Custis. 


GENERATION  III. 

Thomas  Custis  of  Deep  Creek,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  son  of  Edmund  Custis  and  his  wife 
Tabitha  Smart  (Whittington)  Custis,  was  born  about  the  year  1685,  and  was  Sheriff  of  Ac¬ 
comack  County,  Va.,  December  6,  1715.  [Accomack  County  Records,  Orders  77/7-77/7,  page 

14] 

He  married  first,  before  1713,  his  second  cousin,  Elizabeth  Custis  (daughter  of  Col. 
John3  Custis  of  “Wilsonia”  and  his  1st  wife  Margaret  (Michael)  Custis,  which  see).  Elizabeth 
is  mentioned  in  the  will  of  her  father,  proved  March  16,  1713-14,  as  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Custis. 

He  married  second,  June  24,  1717,  Anne  Kendall,  daughter  of  Capt.  William2  Kendall 
and  Anne  Mason  his  wife.  (After  the  death  of  Thomas  Custis,  1721,  his  widow,  Anne  (Ken¬ 
dall)  Custis,  married,  as  his  second  wife,  Col.  Henry  Custis  of  “Mount  Custis”,  who  was 
brother-in-law  to  Thomas.  [Accomack  County  Records,  Vol.  77257-/777,  page  24.]). 

Thomas  Custis  of  Deep  Creek  died  in  Accomack  County,  Va.,  in  the  year  1721,  as 
shown  by  the  probate  of  his  will,  which  follows: 

WILL  OF  THOMAS  CUSTIS  OF  DEEP  CREEK. 

[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Wills,  1J15-1J29,  page  136]: 

Will  of  Thomas  Custis  of  Deep  Creek,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  dated  3rd  October, 

1719,  proved  4th  April,  1721. 

“In  the  Name  of  God  Amen,  I  Thomas  Custis  of  Accomack  County  in  Virg^. 
being  by  ye  Mercy  of  God  in  good  health  &:  of  Sound  &:  perfect  memory  Sec.  &:  Tak¬ 
ing  into  Consideracon  ye  uncertainty  of  this  Transitory  Life  &  yh  all  flesh  must 
yeild  to  God  doe  make  &  ordaine  this  my  Last  will  &  Testamk  in  manner  Sc  form 
following;  hereby  Revoking  Sc  making  void  all  other  Wills  by  me  heretofore  made: 
First  I  Comitt  my  Soul  unto  Almighty  God  in  whome  &  by  ye  Merritts  of  my  Sav¬ 
iour  Jesus  Christ  I  hope  to  be  Saved  Sc  yh  at  ye  Great  tribunall  my  Soule  wth.  my 
body  will  Rise  wth.  Joy  posses  &  in  hiritt  ye  kingdom  of  heaven  prepared  for  Gods 
Elect;  my  body  I  desire  to  be  buried  at  ye  Discreation  of  my  Executors  here  after 
named  &  for  Settleing  my  Temporal  Estate  wch.  It  hath  pleased  God  in  his  mercy 
to  bestow  on  me  I  doe  give  Sc  bequeath  in  maner  form  following. 

“Imprimis  first  Item  I  order  &  desire  all  my  Just  debts  to  be  pd.  by  my  Exectors- 
wth.  all  Convenient  Speed  I  Give  Sc  bequeath  unto  my  deare  wife  Anne  Custis  one 
negro  man  Called  Isaac  &:  one  negro  Woman  Called  Venus  &:  her  increase  to  her 
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ye  Sd.  Anne  8c  ye  heires  of  her  body  (begotten  by  my  Selfe)  for  Ever  to  be  Disposed 
of  Amongst  her  Sd.  Heires  as  She  Shall  think  litt  at  her  Death. 

‘‘Item  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  my  Wife  Anne  Custis  all  yc  Lands  yk  I  had  wdk 
her  Lying  near  oak  hall  to  her  8c  her  heirs  for  Ever. 

“Item  I  give  to  my  Dear  Wife  one  Gold  Ring  wth.  one  Diamond  In  it  8c  one 
Ring  wch.  I  give  her  at  our  Marriage  as  also  all  her  wearing  apparele  wlh.  one  Seale 
Skin  Trunk  wc,k  she  keeps  her  Cloaths  in  markt  A-C  8:  her  bridle  8c  Saddle  wth.  a 
young  horse  Called  Squirell. 

“Item  I  Give  8c  bequeath  unto  my  Son  John  Custis  my  Plantation  whereon  I 
now  Dwell  Containing  one  thousand  Seven  hundred  8:  fifty  Acres  of  Land  being 
on  Deep  Creek  in  Sd.  County  to  him  8c  ye  heirs  of  his  body  Lawfully  begotten  for 
Ever. 

“Item  I  Give  to  my  Son  Edmond  Custis  one  thousand  Acres  of  Land  adjoyn- 
ing  to  yc  Land  whereon  I  dwell  wclk  Sd.  Land  Joseph  Walker  now  Lives  on  now  yc 
same  to  him  8c  his  heires  for  Ever. 

“Item  I  give  all  my  title  8c  Interest  to  ye  Lands  on  Gengoteague  Island  8c 
Morry’s  Island  wch.  was  Given  by  ye  Last  Will  of  yc  Honblc.  John  Custis  of  Hun¬ 
gers  deceased  to  me  8c  my  wife  Elizdk  Custis,  to  my  son  Edmund  Custis  8c  his  heirs 
Lawfully  begotten  for  Ever. 

“Item,  I  give  8c  bequeath  to  my  Son  Thomas  Whittington  Custis  three  hun¬ 
dred  Acres  of  Land  Lying  on  old  plantation  Creek  in  Northampton  County  to 
him  8c  his  Heirs  Lawfully  begotten  for  Ever. 

“Item  My  will  is  yk  if  Edmund  my  son  dyes  before  he  arive  at  full  age  or 
without  Lawfull  Issue  then  I  give  ye  Land  to  him  given  to  my  Son  Thomas  as 
aforesA  8c  if  Thomas  dyes  before  full  age  or  Lawfull  Issue  then  my  Son  Edmund 
to  have  ye  Land  to  him  given  If  he  Survives  as  aford.  meaning  their  heirs  for  Ever. 

“Item  I  Give  to  my  Son  John  one  Mullatto  Man  Called  George  Banana  8c  his 
Wife  Saunter  wth.  her  filter  increase  8:  one  woman  Called  Creacy  wth.  her  futer 
increase  male  8c  female  8c  one  boy  Called  Robin  to  him  8c  his  heirs  Lawfully  begot¬ 
ten  for  Ever. 

“Item  I  Give  unto  my  son  Edmund  one  negro  man  Called  Ned  one  man 
Called  Jack  8c  one  woman  Called  Rose  wth.  her  futer  increase  to  him  8c  his  heirs 
Lawfully  begotten  for  Ever. 

“Item  I  Give  to  my  Son  Thomas  Whittington  one  negro  man  called  Yamnan 
one  man  Called  Prime  8:  one  Cirle  Called  Hannah  with  all  her  increase  to  him  8c 
his  heirs  Lawfully  begotten  for  Ever. 

“Item  I  give  to  my  daughter  Tabitha  one  Mallatto  man  Called  Daniel  one 
man  Called  Charles  8c  one  Cirle  Called  Pink  to  her  8c  yc  heires  of  her  body  Law¬ 
fully  begotten  for  Ever. 

“Item  I  give  to  my  daughter  Sarah  one  boy  Called  Pompey  one  woman  Called 
Kate  8c  one  Cirle  Called  Kate  to  her  8c  her  heires  Lawfully  begotten  for  Ever  8:  all 
afore  given  I  Give  for  Ever. 

“Item  I  Give  all  ye  futer  increase  of  yc  female  negros  afore  given  to  them  yk  I 
have  given  ye  negros  to  as  ye  sd.  negros  are  given  8:c. 

“Item  I  give  my  Daughter  Elizabeth  one  man  Called  Cuffy  8c  Sarah  his  wife 
negros  wth.  her  Increase  to  her  8c  her  heirs  Lawfully  begotten  for  Ever. 

“Item  If  my  wife  Shall  happen  to  be  w!lk  Child  at  my  Death  or  have  one  born 
not  here  mentioned  I  give  Sd.  Child  one  Negro  man  Called  Tucker  one  boy  Called 
Jacob  8:  one  boy  Called  Charles  to  ye  Sd.  Child  8c  its  heirs  Lawfully  begotten  for 


CUSTIS 


545 


Ever.  If  noe  Such  Child  be  born  then  I  Give  Sd.  Negros  amongst  my  Children 
afore  named  to  be  divided  at  discreation  of  my  three  friends  Equally  (only)  Sarah 
my  daughter  to  have  ten  pounds  Vallue  in  them  more  than  any  other  Child. 

“Item  I  Give  &  bequeath  unto  my  Son  John  my  Large  press  one  writting  desk 
one  Russia  Leather  Couch  &  one  Doz:  Chaires  of  Sd.  Leather  8c  one  Large  Looking 
Glass  all  wch.  usually  is  in  ye  Hall  also  my  best  Saddle  8c  bridle. 

“Item  I  give  to  my  wife  during  my  Son  Johns  Minority  all  Tooles  of  wk  Kind 
soever  8c  when  he  Arrives  at  age  then  he  is  8c  Shall  have  wth.  his  Slaves  ye  Smiths 
Tooles  8:  Coopers  the  Residue  to  Remaine  w£h.  my  wife  during  her  widdowhood,  8c 
after  to  be  divided  amongst  my  Children. 

“Item  My  Will  is  yk  if  any  of  my  Children  dye  before  they  Arrive  at  age  or 
have  Lawfull  Issue  that  then  yk  Child  or  Children’s  part  or  parts  be  equally  di¬ 
vided  amongst  my  Children  ye  Survivors. 

“Item  I  Give  all  my  ready  Cash  wch.  Shall  be  in  my  house  to  my  wife  Anne 
Custis  after  my  mony  debts  paid. 

“Item  I  give  to  my  Good  Friends  Capk  John  Broadhurst  Mr.  Charles  Snead 
8c  Mr.  Henry  Custis  Each  of  them  a  Gold  Ring  of  fifteen  shillings  price;  &  I  give 
to  my  Loving  Sister  Tabitha  Scarburgh  Custis  one  Mourning  Scarfe  or  ye  worth  to 
purchas  ye  Same  in  Cash. 

“Item  I  ordain  Constitute  8c  Appoint  my  Dear  Wife  Anne  Custis  8c  my  Friends 
Capk  John  Broadhurst  Mr.  Charles  Snead  8c  Mr.  Henry  Custis  Executrs.  of  this  my 
Last  Will  8c  Testament; 

“Item  My  will  8c  desire  is  yk  my  Sons  have  8c  receive  their  Estate  at  ye  Age  of 
Eighteen  Years,  and  my  daughters  at  yc  time  of  Marriage;  or  when  they  arrive  to 
the  age  of  Eighteen  Years. 

“Item  I  give  8:  bequeath  to  my  Dear  Wife  . .  [The  record  worn 

here  and  in  several  other  places]  have  or  may  here  after  have  to .  for 

the  better  Support  of  her. 

“Item  I  Give  8c  bequeath  my  Estate  not  all  ready  given  of  what  nature  soever 
8c  in  wk  place  soever  to  be  .  .  .  unto  my  Dear  wife,  8c  all  my  Loving  Children 
afore  mentioned  to  be  Equally  divided  between  them  by  my  three  friends  aforesd. 
or  any  one  of  them.  Sd.  division  to  be  made  soone  after  my  death;  my  desire  is  yk 
my  Children  have  ye  precise  Estate  8c  Goods  by  me  Left  8c  yk  there  be  noe  Apprais- 
ment  of  my  Estate  after  my  decease,  but  if  any  pte.  or  p’cell  of  ye  Sd.  Estate  Given 
to  my  Children  be  perishable  then  I  desire  my  sd.  Exrs.  to  dispose  of  ye  Sd.  pts  to 
ye  best  Advantage  for  Security  Sake  yk  my  Sd.  Children  may  have  ye  Same  when 
they  arrive  at  age  Aforesd. 

“Item  My  desire  is  yk  my  wife  Keep  my  children  suitable  to  their  Estates  8c 
maintaine  out  of  ye  Improvements,  of  ye  Same  8:  Give  them  Education  8:c.  8c  if  she 
marryes  She  8:  her  husband  Enter  into  bond  for  yc  true  performance  8c  delivery  of 
my  Childrens  Estate  to  them  8:  ye  keeping  my  house  in  repaire  dureing  .  .  .  Sons 
8cc.  8c  if  they  refuse  soe  to  doe  that  then  I  desire  my  Executors  do  Compell  them 
to  doe  it  or  wrest  Sd.  Estate  out  of  their  hands  8c  take  Care  thereof  8c  of  my  Chil¬ 
dren  as  aforesd. 

“Item  I  Give  8c  bequeath  unto  ye  first  Child  wch.  shall  be  born  after  this  date 
of  my  wife  Anne  Custis  Seven  hundred  acres  of  Land  in  ye  Sd.  County  Joyning  on 
ye  Land  of  Wm  Parker  near  to  Burtons  Branch  wch.  Sd.  Land  descended  to  me 
from  my  Honrble.  Grand  Mother  Mrk  Tabitha  Hill  ye  same  to  ye  sd.  Child  8c  its 
heirs  for  Ever  meaning . child  by  her. 
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“Item  If  my  wife  shall  not  bear  any  child  hereafter  then  I  Give  one  negro  afore¬ 
mentioned  Called  Jacob  to  my  daughter  Sarah  Custis  &  ye  other  two  negroes  men¬ 
tioned  in  yt.  parragrafe  of  my  Sd.  Will  to  be  Vallued  by  my  Executors  &  ye  sd.  Vallue 

to  be  paid . yt.  Child  yt.  should  have  one  or  boath  Sd.  Negroes  8c  ye  Sum 

of  money  be  Equally  divided  amongst  all  my  Children  afore  Sd.  Sarah  Excepted 
all  wayes  Meaning  yt.  ye  Eldest  Child  shall  have  ye  Refussiall  of  said  Negroes. 

“Item  If  any  one  or  more  of  my  Sd.  Children  shall  be  dissatisfied  of  their 
part  herein  Given  &  shall  cause  any  disturbance  or  bring  Any  Law  Suit  or  Suits 
for  Any  part  of  my  Estate  here  Given  then  my  will  desire  &  Intent  is  yt.  that  Child 
have  noe  parte  or  parcel  1  of  yc  Estate  by  me  Given. 

“Item  I  doe  ordaine  depu . Confirm  ye  above  Written  Containing 

two  sheets  of  paper  to  be  my  Last  will  8c  Testam1.  Revoking  all  other  wills  & 
Testemts.  by  me  formerly  made  &c. 

“In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  8c  affixed  my  Seale  this 
third  day  of  October  Ann0.  Dom  1719. 

Thomas  Custis.  (SEAL) 

“Since  ye  Signing  of  yc  above  will;  Pink  a  Girlc  given  to  my  Daughter  Tab- 
itha  is  dead;  in  Leiu  of  wch.  I  Give  to  my  Daughter  Tabitha  one  boy  Called  Ned 
ye  Second  Son  of  Ned  8c  Creacy  8c  doe  Charge  all  after  me  to  fulfill  this  written 
wth.  my  own  hand  yc  12th  of  Aprill  1720. 

Thomas  Custis.  (SEAL) 

“Signed  Sealed  Published  8:  Declared 
this  to  be  ye  Last  Will  8c  Testam1. 
of  yc  Testator  in  yc  Presence  of  us 
Jo°.  Lewis 
Mary  Collier 
John  Chambers 
John  Snead 

Proved  April  4,  1721.” 

The  following  record  is  given  for  its  genealogical  contents  pertaining  to  the  Custis 
families: 


[Accomack  County,  Va.,  Records,  Land  Causes  7727-/774,  page  129]: 

Ejectment  Proceedings— dated  28  January,  1752. 

“Harry  Holdfast  by  Mitchel  Scarburgh,  his  attorney, 
vs. 

Thomas  Custis. 

“That  Thomas  Custis  [of  Deep  Creek]  was  seized  in  fee  of  the  lands  in  the 
declaration  mentioned,  and  was  also  seized  in  fee  tail  of  1750  acres  adjoining  the 
said  lands,  and  being  so  seized  made  his  last  will  and  testament  dated  3  October, 
1719,  8c  bequeathed  to  his  [2nd]  wife  Ann  Custis  all  the  lands  that  he  had  with  her, 
lying  near  Oak  Hall,  to  his  son  Maj.  John  Custis  all  the  plantation  whereon  he 
then  lived  containing  1750  acres,  being  on  Deep  Creek;  to  his  son  Edmund  Custis 
1000  acres  adjoining  the  land  where  he  then  dwelt,  whereon  Joseph  Walker  now 
dwells  ‘I  give  all  my  title  and  interest  in  the  lands  on  Jengoteague  8c  Morry’s 
Island  which  was  given  by  the  last  will  of  the  Hon.  John  Custis  of  ‘Arlington’  to 
me  and  my  [1st]  wife,  Elizabeth  Custis,  to  my  son  Edmund  Custis’;  to  son  Thomas 
Whittington  Custis  300  acres  on  Old  Plantation  Creek  in  Northampton  County; 
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‘should  my  son  Edmund  Custis  die  before  arriving  at  full  age  &  without  issue,  I 
give  the  land  given  him  to  my  son  Thomas,  and  should  Thomas  die  before  full  age 
and  without  issue,  then  my  son  Edmund  to  have  the  land  given  him.  To  dau.  Tab- 
itha;  to  dau.  Sarah;  to  dau.  Elizabeth;  son  John  (under  age);  to  sister  Tabitha 
Scarburgh  Custis;  wife  Ann  8c  friends  Capt.  John  Bradhurst,  Mr.  Charles  Snead 
8c  Mr.  Henry  Custis  Executors.  Sons  to  receive  their  estates  at  18  and  daughters  at 
18  or  marriage.  Wife  and  children  resid.  legatees.  I  give  to  the  first  child  which 
shall  be  born  after  this  date  of  my  wife  Ann  Custis  700  acres  in  the  said  County 
adjoining  the  lands  of  William  Parker,  near  to  Burton’s  Branch,  which  land  de¬ 
scended  to  me  from  my  honored  grandmother,  Mrs.  Tabitha  Hill’  [widow  of  Col. 
Edward  Hill  of  ‘Shirley’  on  the  James,  Charles  City  County,  Va.]. 

“That  the  1000  acres  therein  mentioned  is  the  lands  devised  to  his  son  Ed¬ 
mund,  and  the  1750  acres  of  land  therein  mentioned  is  the  land  devised  to  his  son 
John  by  the  said  will. 

“That  the  said  Edmund  Custis  made  his  last  will  in  writing,  dated  27  March, 
1747,  in  these  words:  ‘I  Edmund  Custis  of  Northampton  County’  &c.  ‘To  son  Ed¬ 
mund  Custis  plantation  where  I  now  live.  To  wife  Catherine.  To  dau.  Ann  Custis. 
I  give  800  acres  of  land  that  I  have  in  Deep  Creek  to  my  executors  to  be  sold,  R: 
after  the  payment  of  my  debts  the  residue  to  be  divided  between  my  wife,  son  and 
daughter,  my  son  to  have  one  half,  8c  my  wife  and  daughter  the  other  one  half  be¬ 
tween  them.  To  kinsman  Hancock  Custis.  Should  my  son  Edmund  die  without 
issue  I  give  my  plantation  where  I  now  live  to  my  daughter  Ann  Custis,  reversion 
to  my  kinsman  Hancock  Custis,  son  of  my  brother  John.  Wife  and  children  residu¬ 
ary  legatees.  Wife  to  be  guardian  of  my  children  until  they  come  to  lawful  age  or 
marry.  Wife  Catherine  Exec.’ 

“By  which  will  the  said  Edmund  devised  800  acres,  part  of  the  1000  acres  de¬ 
vised  by  his  father,  the  testator  Thomas,  to  be  sold  for  the  payment  of  debts. 

“That  the  lessor  of  the  plaintiff  purchased  the  same  of  the  testator,  Edmund’s, 
Executrix,  as  by  deed  dated  23  June,  1750,  will  appear,  to-wit:  ‘This  deed  between 
John  Wilkins,  of  Northampton  County,  Gent.,  and  Catherine,  his  wife,  executrix 
of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Edmund  Custis,  late  of  the  said  County,  Gent.,  her 
late  husband,  dec.,  to  Littleton  Eyre’— B.  Re  S.  800  acres,  being  part  of  the  aforesaid 
1000  acres.  The  said  Edmund  Custis  a  short  time  before  his  death  having  granted 
and  sold  unto  Joshua  James,  late  of  Accomack  County,  dec.,  200  acres,  part  of  the 
said  1000  acres. 

“That  part  of  the  testator,  Thomas’,  dwelling  plantation  whereon  there  stood 
a  negro  quarter,  extended  into  the  said  1000  acres  as  far  as  the  defendant  now 
claims  of  the  said  1000  acres. 

“That  the  aforesaid  John  Custis  is  eldest  son  8:  heir  at  law  of  the  said  testator, 
Thomas,  and  that  the  defendant  is  his  eldest  son  and  heir  at  law. 

“That  the  defendant,  Thomas,  agreed  with  the  Lessor  of  the  Plaintiff  that  the 
plaintiff  and  a  certain  John  Wilkins,  who  intermarried  with  the  widow  and  execu¬ 
trix  of  the  said  Edmund  Custis,  on  the  30  day  of  November,  1749,  to  run  the  divi¬ 
sion  between  the  said  1750  acres  and  the  1000  acres  of  land  agreeable  to  a  deed 
from  John  Custis  and  Tabitha,  his  wife,  to  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Custis  for  the 
said  1750  acres,  which  deed  is  in  these  words: 

“John  Custis,  Sr.,  of  the  County  of  Northampton,  Esq.,  8c  Tabitha,  his  wife,  to 
‘our  well  beloved  nephew  R;  grandson  Edmund  Custis  of  the  County  of  Accomack, 
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Gent.  &  Tabitha,  his  now  wife,  our  grandaughter,  &  their  children  after  them— 
Deed  of  Gift— All  that  tract  of  land  where  the  said  Edmund  Sc  Tabitha  now  live, 
situate  at  Deep  Creek,  containing  1750  acres,  on  the  North  East  side  of  the  said 
Deep  Creek,  &  bounded  on  the  Southern  parts  therewith,  on  the  North  West  by  a 
point  of  marsh  facing  the  bay;  on  the  North  Eastward  by  a  part  of  a  little  creek 
called  Drummond’s  Creek  and  a  line  of  marked  trees  drawn  from  the  said  Drum¬ 
mond’s  Creek  South;  South  East  half  a  point,  Easterly  342  Poles  unto  a  Corner 
Tree  marked  at  the  Western  corner  of  the  land  formerly  belonging  to  William 
Cower,  and  from  thence  on  the  South  Eastern  side  by  a  line  of  marked  trees  drawn 
South  West  by  West  508  poles  unto  Deep  Creek,  including  in  the  said  1750  acres 
all  the  marshes,  necks  &  branches  within  the  aforesaid  bounds,  being  one  half  of 
3500  acres  more  or  less  granted  by  patent  to  the  said  Tabitha,  now  the  wife  of  the 
said  John  Custis,  Sr.,  and  her  sister,  Matilda  Scat  burgh,  now  the  wife  of  Col.  John 
West,  both  the  daughters  of  Col.  Edmund  Scarburgh,  dec.,  patent  dated  29  March, 
1G56,  to  the  said  Edmund  Sc  Tabitha  for  and  during  their  natural  lives,  and  at 
their  decease  to  their  son  Thomas  Custis  and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  and  in  default 
of  such  heirs  to  the  next  heir  or  heirs  of  their  bodies,  and  if  all  such  as  are  before 
mentioned  are  extinct,  then  to  the  next  heir  or  heirs  of  the  said  Tabitha,  now  the 
wife  of  the  said  Edmund,  male  or  female,  and  in  failure  of  them  to  our  grandson 
Smart  Whittington,  son  of  William  Whittington,  Gent.  8:  brother  of  the  said  Ta¬ 
bitha  Custis,  wife  of  the  said  Edmund  Custis,  during  his  natural  life,  and  then  to 
his  heirs  male,  and  for  want  of  such  heirs  to  our  grandson  John  Custis,  the  son  of 
John  Custis,  Jr.,  of  the  County  of  Northampton  aforesaid,  Gent.,  &:  his  heirs,  and 
for  want  of  such  heirs  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  John  Custis,  Sr.’ 

“That  the  said  defendant,  together  with  the  plaintiff’s  lessor,  and  the  said  Wil¬ 
kins,  employed  Edmund  Scarburgh,  Surveyor  of  the  County  of  Accomack,  to 
run  the  said  line  the  next  day,  and  for  which  the  said  defendant  agreed  and  hath 
since  paid  the  surveyor  2/3  of  the  fees,  but  on  meeting  the  next  day  to  keep  the 
agreement  the  defendant  told  the  plaintiff’s  lessor  Sc  the  said  Wilkins,  that  the  sur¬ 
veyor  might  run  the  line,  but  that  it  would  not  be  binding  upon  him. 

“That  Edmund,  son  of  the  testator  Thomas,  at  the  time  of  making  his  last  will 
was  of  lawful  age,  and  left  issue;  that  the  testator,  Thomas’  son,  Thomas  Whitting¬ 
ton  Custis,  to  whom  the  remainder  of  the  aforesaid  1000  acres  was  given  in  case  of 
Edmund’s  death  under  age  or  without  issue,  was  brother  of  the  said  Edmund  and 
died  an  infant.” 
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Children  of  Thomas  Custis  and  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  (Custis)  Custis: 

1.  Major  John  Custis,  Gent.,  eldest  son,  of  Deep  Creek,  under  age  in  1719,  died  1732, 
married  (1)  Susanna  Bowdoin,  and  (2)  Anne  Upshur,  of  whom  further  details  will  be 
presented  later. 

2.  Edmund  Custis,  Gent.,  had  land  adjoining  that  of  Major  John,  Gingoteague  and 
Morris  Islands,  will  dated  27  Mar.,  1747,  had  a  wife  Catherine  (who  married  (2) 
John  Wilkins),  and  a  son  Edmund  Custis,  and  a  daughter  Ann  Custis. 

3.  Thomas  Whittington  Custis,  had  land  on  Old  Plantation  Creek,  Northampton  Co., 
Va. 

4.  Tabitha  Custis. 

5.  Sarah  Custis. 

Child  of  Thomas  Custis  and  his  second  wife,  Anne  (Kendall)  Custis: 

6.  Elizabeth  Custis. 
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GENERATION  IV. 

Major  John  Custis,  Gent.,  of  Deep  Creek,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.  (eldest  son  of  Thomas 
Custis  and  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  (Custis)  Custis),  was  under  age  in  1719.  He  married  (1)  Su¬ 
sanna  Bowdoin,  sister  of  Peter  Bowdoin,  and  daughter  of  John  Bowdoin  (will  proved  16 
Apr.,  1716,  Northampton  Co.,  Va.)  and  his  wife  Susanna  (Savage)  Bowdoin.  By  this  mar¬ 
riage  Major  Custis  had  issue:  Elizabeth  (Betty)  Custis  married  Thomas  Teackle  II;  and 
Major  Thomas  Custis  of  Deep  Creek,  b.  Sept.  22,  1726,  d.  Jan.  6,  1764,  married  June  21, 
1748,  Cassandra  Wise,  born  Apr.  7,  1728,  daughter  of  Maj.  John  Wise  and  his  wife  Scar¬ 
borough  (Robinson)  Wise.  Peter  Bowdoin,  brother  of  Susanna  (Bowdoin)  Custis,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  guardian  of  Elizabeth  and  Thomas  Custis,  5  June,  1733.  [Accomack  Records,  xxi— 
80.]  Peter  Bowdoin  married  as  his  2nd  wife,  Susannah  Preeson.  [Accomack  Records,  L.  C.  5.] 

Major  John  Custis’  second  wife,  the  marriage  of  interest  to  the  compiler’s  genealogy, 
was  Anne  Upshur,  daughter  of  Arthur  Upshur,  Jr.  (will  proved  July  4,  1738)  and  his  wife 
Sarah  (Brown)  Upshur.  SEE  UPSHUR  MANUSCRIPT.  Anne  (Upshur)  Custis  married, 
2nd,  Custis  Kendall  of  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  proven  by  Accomack  County  Records,  Vol.  of 
Wills,  7729-/757,  page  201,  Nov.  19,  1734,  “Custis  Kendall  of  Nn.  Co.,  Va.,  to  Peter  Bow¬ 
doin  of  said  county,  for  1750  acres  of  land  on  Deep  Creek  in  Accomack  Co.,  formerly  be¬ 
longing  unto  Major  John  Custis  deceased,  which  right  the  said  Custis  Kendall  has  by  inter¬ 
marrying  with  the  widow  of  the  said  Major  John  Custis.” 

Major  John  Custis,  Gent.,  of  Deep  Creek,  died  in  1732,  his  will  dated  7  Jan.,  1732,  and 
proved  7  Feb.,  1732,  and  his  widow,  Anne  (Upshur)  Custis,  was  appointed  guardian  to  her 
two  children,  Hancock  and  Susannah  Custis,  5  Dec.  1733.  [Accomack  Records,  xxi— 106.] 

WILL  OF  MAJOR  JOHN  CUSTIS,  GENT.,  OF  DEEP  CREEK. 
[Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  Deeds  and  Wills,  1729-im ,  page  126]: 

Will  of  Major  John  Custis,  Gent.,  of  Deep  Creek,  Accomack  Co.,  Va.,  dated  7  Janu¬ 
ary,  1732,  proved  7  February,  1732. 

“IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD  AMEN  I  John  Custis  of  Accomack  County 
in  Virginia  being  Sick  and  weak  of  body  but  of  Sound  k  Perfect  Memory  Thanks 
be  to  Almighty  God  for  the  Same  Do  make  k  Ordain  this  my  Last  Will  k  Testa¬ 
ment  in  Manner  &  fform  hollowing  IMPRIMIS  I  Give  &  Bequeath  my  Soul  to 
God  who  gave  it  trusting  through  the  Merits  of  my  Dear  Redeemer  Jesus  Christ  to 
Obtain  Eternal  Salvation  &;  my  body  to  Earth  to  be  Decently  buried  at  the  Discre¬ 
tion  of  my  Execurs.  hereafter  Named  k  as  for  my  Worldly  Estate  Both  Reall  k  Per- 
sonall  After  my  Just  Debts  Are  Paid  I  Dispose  thereof  as  followeth 

“ITEM  I  Give  k  Bequeath  to  my  Loving  Wife  Ann  Custis  A  Mullato  Boy 
called  George  k  a  Negroe  Girl  called  Sarah  with  All  their  ffuture  Increase  to  her  k 
Heirs  for  Ever  k  my  Riding  Horse  Spark  &  her  Side  Saddle. 

“ITEM  I  Give  k  Bequeath  to  my  son  Thomas  Custis  my  Plantation  where  I 
now  Dwell  Lying  on  Deep  Creek  Containing  fhfteen  hundred  Acres  to  him  &:  the 
Heirs  of  his  body  Lawfully  begotten  for  Ever. 

“ITEM  I  Give  to  my  Son  Thomas  Custis  one  Negroe  Man  called  Daman 
One  Negroe  Woman  called  Sarah  One  Mullato  Woman  Sumter  k  one  Negroe  boy 
called  Daniel  with  All  their  ffuture  Increase  to  him  k  his  Heirs  for  Ever  I  also  give 
to  my  Sd.  Son  Thomas  Custis  A  Cedar  k  Walnut  Press  One  new  Writing  Desk 
One  Large  Looking  Glass  One  Large  Coutld  (?)  [Coverlid]  k  one  Doz".  of  Leather 
Chairs  his  Grandfathers  Picture  k  the  rest  of  the  Pictures  hanging  in  the  Hall  A 
New  Chest  of  Drawers  two  Quart  Silver  Tankards  One  Gold  Ring  with  a  Seal  on  it 
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k  one  Plain  Gold  Ring  8c  one  Large  Gold  Shirt  Buckle  which  he  Wears. 

“ITEM  I  Give  &  Bequeath  to  my  Son  Hancock  Custis  Seven  hundred  Acres 
of  Land  Lying  near  Burtons  Branch  near  the  White  Marsh  wch.  Said  Land  was 
given  to  my  (father  by  my  Grand  mother  Tabitha  Hill  Deceased,  to  him  my  Said 
Son  Hancock  k  the  Heirs  of  his  Body  Lawfully  begotten  for  Ever.  I  Also  Give  to 
my  Son  Hancock  Custis  my  Plantation  where  Walter  Scot  Liveth  Containing  two 
hundred  k  flifty  Acres  to  be  bounded  thus  Beginning  at  a  Parting  Gut  at  the  End 
of  the  Ditch  So  Running  Along  the  Sd.  Ditch  So  far  as  will  Conclude  two  hundred 
8:  flifty  Acres  between  the  Land  of  my  Sd.  Son  Thomas  Custis  &  the  Land  ol  John 
Drumond  William  Parker  Meaning  that  the  Sd.  two  hundred  8c  flifty  Acres  be  All 
Adjoyning  to  the  Plantation  where  Walter  Scot  now  Liveth  to  him  the  Sd.  Hancock 
Custis  k  the  Heirs  of  his  Body  Lawfully  begotten  for  Ever. 

“ITEM  I  Give  to  Son  Hancock  Custis  One  Negroe  Man  called  Pompey  One 
Negroe  Woman  called  Lucretia  with  All  their  ffuture  Increase  to  him  8c  his  Heirs 
tor  Ever.  Also  I  Give  to  my  Son  Hancock  Custis  One  Writing  Desk  One  Middle 
Siz’d  Looking  Glass  One  Small  Chest  of  Drawers  One  Silver  Quart  Tankard  One 
Silver  Sugar  Box  two  Plain  Gold  Rings  the  Gold  Shirt  Buckle  which  I  Wear  in  my 
collar  k  Six  of  the  highest  black  framed  Chairs  &  One  Pair  of  hand  mill  stones. 

“ITEM  I  Give  &  Bequeath  to  my  Daughter  Betty  One  Negroe  Woman 
called  Pegg  One  Negroe  Girl  called  Lilly  One  Negroe  Girl  called  Rachel  &  One 
Negro  Boy  called  Billy  with  All  their  ffuture  Increase  to  her  8c  her  Heirs  for  Ever. 

“ITEM  I  Give  to  my  Daughter  Betty  All  her  Mothers  wearing  Cloathes  8c 
three  Stone  Gold  Rings. 

“ITEM  I  Give  k  Bequeath  to  my  Daughter  Susannah  Custis  my  Gold  Ring 
with  the  Nob  on  it. 

“ITEM  My  Will  is  that  the  Negroes  that  is  given  to  my  Wife  After  her  De¬ 
cease  Descend  to  my  Son  Hancock  8c  my  Daughter  Susannah  to  them  k  their  Heirs 
Lawfully  begotten  for  Ever. 

“ITEM  I  Give  to  my  Son  Thomas  Custis  All  Smiths  Coopers  8c  Carpenters 
Tools  which  Are  on  my  Plantation. 

“ITEM  My  Will  k  Desire  is  that  my  Wearing  Apparell  be  Equally  Divided 
between  my  two  Sons  Thomas  k  Hancock  Custis  8:  that  All  my  Plate  Except  what 
is  before  given  be  Equally  Divided  among  my  flour  Children  Thomas,  Betty,  Han¬ 
cock  and  Susannah. 

“ITEM  I  Give  &  Bequeath  All  the  Remaining  Part  of  my  Estate  of  what 
kind  Soever  to  be  Equally  Divided  Between  my  Loving  Wife  Ann  Custis  k  my 
flour  Children  Thomas,  Betty  k  Hancock  8c  Susannah  k  it  is  my  Desire  the  Divi¬ 
sion  may  be  made  Soon  After  my  Death  k  that  there  be  no  Appraismh  of  my  Estate. 

“ITEM  It  is  my  Desire  that  my  Wife  keep  my  Children  She  Giving  them 
Education  8:  Maintaining  them  Suitable  to  their  Estate  but  if  She  Marrys  then  She 
8c  her  Husband  to  Enter  into  bond  with  Security  for  the  Childrens  Estate  Aforesd. 

“ITEM  It  is  my  Will  that  my  Children  be  At  Age  at  Eighteen  Years  k  that 
my  Wife  keep  the  Houses  on  my  Plantation  in  Repair  till  my  Son  Thomas  Custis 
comes  to  age  Aforesd.  but  if  She  Refuse  So  to  Do  to  Maintain  8c  Educate  my  Chil¬ 
dren  Afd.  then  it  is  my  Will  8:  Desire  that  my  Execurs.  Do  Compell  her  to  it  Other¬ 
wise  to  take  the  Children  8c  their  Estates  out  of  her  Custody. 

“ITEM  My  Will  is  that  if  Any  of  my  Children  be  Dissatisfyed  with  their 
Part  of  my  Estate  herein  given  or  Cause  Any  Disturbance  or  bring  Any  Law  Suites 
then  my  Desire  is  that  that  Child  have  No  Part  or  Parcell  of  my  Estate  Aforesaid. 
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“ITEM  I  Constitute  Nominate  &  Appoint  John  Smith  8c  John  Jackson  8c 
George  Douglass  8c  Abel  Upsher  Execurs.  of  this  my  Last  Will  8c  Testam1.  Revok¬ 
ing  All  Wills  (formerly  by  me  made  Acknowledging  this  8c  no  Other  to  be  my  Last 
Will  &  Testament 

“IN  WITNESS  Whereof  I  have  hereunto  Set  my  Hand  8:  Seal  this  7th  Day  of 
Janr.y  1732.  John  Custis  (SEAL) 

“Signed  Sealed  Published  8c  Declared  to  be  the  Last  Will  8c  Testam1.  of  the 
within  John  Custis  in  the  Presence  of  Us, John  Wiese,  William  Clark  Chyr.  James 
Davies. 

“Proved  February  7,  1732.” 

Children  of  Major  John  Custis  of  Deep  Creek  and  his  2nd  wife,  Anne  (Upshur)  Custis: 

1 .  Hancock  Custis. 

2.  Susannah  Custis  who  married  John  Smith,  Jr.,  will  proved  29  June,  1779,  of  whom 
further  details  will  be  presented  later. 


GENERATION  V. 

Susannah  Custis,  daughter  of  Maj.  John  Custis  of  Deep  Creek,  and  his  second  wife 
Anne  (Upshur)  Custis,  married  John  Smith,  Jr.,  who  was  of  age  in  1740,  and  whose  will  was 
dated  18  February,  1779  and  proved  29  June,  1779.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  High  Sheriff 
John  Smith  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Robinson)  Smith,  of  Accomack  Co.,  Va.  SEE  SMITH 
MANUSCRIPT. 

GENERATION  VI. 

Elizabeth  Robinson  Smith,  daughter  of  John  Smith,  Jr.,  and  his  wife  Susannah  (Custis) 
Smith,  married  17  Nov.,  1774,  as  his  first  wife,  Peter  Hack,  Jr.  (b.  1 1  Apr.,  1754,  will  pvd.  18 
Oct.,  1844),  son  of  Peter  Hack  Hack  and  his  wife  Ann  (Custis)  Hack,  daughter  of  Col. 
Henry  Custis  of  “Mt.  Custis.”  Elizabeth  Robinson  (Smith)  Hack  was  called  “Elizabeth 
Hack”  in  the  will  of  her  father,  proved  29  June,  1779,  and  she  died  before  23  October,  1786. 
SEE  HACK  MANUSCRIPT. 


DESCENT  FROM  THOMAS  CUSTIS  OF  BALTIMORE,  IRELAND,  AND  THE 
CUSTIS  FAMILY  OF  DEEP  CREEK,  ACCOMACK  COUNTY,  VA. 

TEN  GENERATIONS. 

I.  Thomas  Custis  married  . . . 

II.  Edmund  Custis  of  Deep  Creek  married  Tabitha  Smart  Whittington.  See  Whitting¬ 
ton  Manuscript. 

III.  Thomas  Custis  of  Deep  Creek  married  (1st)  Elizabeth  Custis. 

IV.  Major  John  Custis,  Gent.,  of  Deep  Creek,  married  (2nd)  Anne  Upshur.  See  Upshur 
Manuscript. 

V.  Susannah  Custis  married  John  Smith,  Jr.  See  Smith  Manuscript. 

VI.  Elizabeth  Robinson  Smith  married,  as  his  1st  wife,  Peter  Hack,  Jr.  See  Hack  Manu¬ 
script. 

VII.  Elizabeth  Smith  Hack  married  Rev.  Colmore  Bayne.  See  Bayne  Manuscript. 

VIII.  Sarah  Anne  Bayne  married  Capt.  Samuel  Dawson.  See  Dawson  Manuscript. 

IX.  Elizabeth  Hack  Dawson  married  Richard  Johnson  Ayres,  Jr.  See  Ayres  Manuscript. 

X.  Henrietta  Dawson  Ayres  married  Harper  Donelson  Sheppard.  See  Sheppard  Manu¬ 
script. 
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